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A big game for
‘Kirky’ -- and 
that’s no Bull 
(see page 22)

Focus on Big Mac, our new
coaching consultant, see
pages 10 and 11





A CHAT WITH 
THE CHAIRMAN
CHRIS HAMILTON

03

Well, there is only one 
thing to talk about this 
week isn’t there?

After the unenviable job of 
having to let Matt go focus 
obviously turned to finding 
a replacement.

What do we need?

We need someone with a 
proven track record �

We need someone who can 
make an immediate impact �

We need someone who will 
command respect from 
everybody �

We need someone who can 
motivate �

We need someone who will 
make a difference �

Those are just the starting 
points.

What we have done is 
got ourselves the most 
successful coach in Super 
League history in Brian 
McDermott. 

A man who has morals, 
principles and a reputation 
for being a hard task master, 
but whose track record is 
beyond question.

In addition to that we have 
managed to bring to the 

club a man who loves a 
challenge.

He, like me, thrives on doing 
things when those around 
you doubt you -- and I have 
no doubt whatsoever he can 
give us a chance of staying 
in this division.

It says a lot about him that 
he has taken on this role 
until the end of the season. 
I know there would be plenty 
of others in his position who 
would have gone in the 
opposite direction. 

The severity of the challenge 
ahead was, in a bizarre way, 
one of the things that, 
as I drove along the M62 
to meet him, I knew would be 
a key factor.

I had more than an inkling 
it would be the kind of thing 
that might just be on our 
side, which sounds quite 
bizarre really.

As I drove away from the 
meeting, quite a while later, 
I couldn’t quite believe what 
I had achieved! It was a bit 
surreal!

Nobody, including Brian, is 
under any illusion about the 
challenge that lies ahead but 
I know for sure he will meet it 
head on.

From the players’ point of 
view they need to embrace 

the opportunity that is in front 
of them right now. The first 
requirement for B Mc is 100 
per cent dedication both at 
training and away from the 
club.

This is a fantastic opportunity 
for everybody involved at the 
club so let’s enjoy it and see 
where it takes us.

Today of course is the first 
stop on that journey and 
while not expecting miracles 
after such a short time, 
I fully expect to see a 
different team out there as 
we take on a Bulls side which 
has had a good start to the 
campaign.

Of course, Brian played 
the whole of his career at 
Bradford . . .no, surely not!

As ever, get behind the lads 
today.

Enjoy the game.

Christopher Hamilton
Chairman

S A P E R E  ·  AU D E

OLDHAM RLFC
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SHEZ HAS HIS SAY. . .
OUR ASSISTANT COACH BRENDAN SHERIDAN GIVES HIS THOUGHTS FROM 
THE TRAINING GROUND AT A TIME OF GREAT CHANGE AND BIG CHALLENGES.

Well, that was the week that was . . . first 
Matt going and then, seven days later, 
Brian coming in as coaching consultant.

Let me say at the outset, what an 
amazing opportunity and progression it 
is for me personally to be in a position in 
which I can pick the coaching brain of 
a man like Brian McDermott.

His appointment will have raised a few 
headlines and turned a few heads, but 
we have a big challenge ahead of us and 
I am really looking forward to working 
alongside such a legend of our great 
sport of rugby league.

Having said that, I owe a massive debt of 
gratitude to Chris and to Matt for bringing 
me to the club in the first place. I was 
sorry to see Matt go. He’s a top coach 
and a top guy and I’ve learned a lot from 
him.

Things just didn’t work out for us for a 
variety of reasons. We all know we are in 
a results-driven business and sometimes 
tough decisions have to be made.

But we’re looking to the future now and, 
in particular, to the ten league games we 
have left and the points we need to pick 
up to stay in the Championship.

From the point of view of myself, the 
backroom staff and the players it will be 
all about buying into Brian’s experience, 
his coaching philosophies and his ideas.

He is known all over the rugby league 
world for his honesty and his integrity 
and he’s the sort of person who will 
enable us to quickly get over recent 

upheavals and create some stability 
within the club.

When I was taking training before Brian’s 
arrival, our aim was to lighten things 
up a bit and to put a few smiles on a 
few faces and to remove some of the 
pressures that have been hindering 
our performances in recent weeks.

Now Brian is here I believe he’ll give us 
a ten to 15 per cent improvement before 
we even do anything, but that doesn’t 
alter the fact that we have a lot of work 
to do on and off the field if we are to give 
ourselves a chance of achieving our 
goal.

It all starts NOW, so let’s all buy into this 
fresh start and see where it takes us,

Enjoy the game,
Shez
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YOUR 
CAPTAIN 
CALLING

I want to start off with my take on 
Disco leaving and say that the 
termination of his contract was 
down to the players. It was nothing
to do with anyone else, only us.

We have apologised to him because 
we didn’t meet the standards he set 
and we have performed nowhere 
near where we want to be.

That’s not down to the coaches, but 
to individual poor performances and 
the way we have made far too many 
errors.

We made 16 mistakes last time out 
and not many teams will ever win 
when 
making so many errors.

Moving on, all we can do as players 
is to get on with the job and do 
everything we can to prepare well for 
the  Bradford game in a bid to beat 
them  and to change our season 
around.

By bringing in Brian McDermott as 
coaching consultant, Chris has done 
the absolute best he could to find the 
man we need to turn our fortunes 
round. Brian’s stats and his career 
record  speak for themselves. 

As captain, I’m really looking forward 
to the changes he will bring to the 
club as a whole and I can’t wait to 
get ripped in for him. 

With ten games left, we need to 
perform sooner rather than later. 
Let’s do it, starting with this game 
against the Bulls.

Gareth

“ By bringing in Brian, Chris
       has done his absolute best
      to find the man we need.

      				     
”

Gareth Owen on the ball



Player Focus
Matthew Fletcher

Q: What’s your day job?
A: I started my own support and 
community care company, called My 
Ability, in November, 2020. I work 
throughout Greater Manchester caring 
for children and young adults with autism 
or learning disabilities. I love it and I find 
it amazing to make as many positive 
changes to their lives, as they make 
to mine.

Q: What was the worst thing you 
did at school?
A: On a school trip to France, a few of us 
went to a local market where we found 
dead chickens, each with a head and 
feathers still in place. One of our group 
suggested we should buy one and hide 
it in our teacher’s hotel room. We were 
lucky we didn’t have the cane or belt any 
more, but if you could go to prison for your 
thoughts, the lad concerned would have 
served a few life sentences! 

Q: If you won the lottery what 
would you buy first?
A: Waterhead ARLFC, and I’d build 
a stadium for them.

Q: Which sports star do you most 
admire, and why?
A: Victor Radley, young Aussie rugby 
league player. I love the way he plays. 
Other than rugby league, it would be Matty 
Holland, a triathlon runner from Oldham. 
He’s my idol.

Q: How would your team mates 
describe you ?
A: Strange.

Q: What’s your biggest achievement in 
rugby league?
A: I’m still young, so I don’t have many 
achievements yet, but I was proud to join 
such a highly-regarded club as North 
Devils in Australia. When I first arrived 
and saw the quality of the players they 
had developed through their systems, 
I felt I had no place to be there.

Q: And your biggest disappointment?
A: Leaving Australia to come home. 
I loved everything out there and it made 
me the best version of me.

Q and A continues on page 8

One of six Oldhamers in our current squad, and a product of the Waterhead club,
Matty Fletcher is currently on a two-year deal covering 2020 and 2021. 

Aged 21, he lives on the family farm on the hills above Lees and he signed for his 
home-town club after returning from a spell in Australia which he thoroughly enjoyed.

Big and strong, most of his time here has been Covid hit, but he played in all six games 
in 2020 and eight out of 13 so far this season, making 14 in total, comprising two starts 
and a dozen off the bench.

Between Waterhead and Australia, he was in the Bradford Bulls Academy -- 
a young forward with a bright future ahead of him.



07CROSS-DRESSING IN AUSTRALIA WITH MY BEST MATES TOM, OWEN,  ZANE.

WITH MY OLDHAM MATES. REAGAN, JAMES, KEEGAN AND JENSON 

ALL PLAY FOR WATERHEAD.



Q: Away from rugby and your day 
job, what do you do most ?   
A: During lockdown I started playing golf. 
Other than that, I’m a self-proclaimed 
coffee connoisseur. I love going round 
different coffee shops.

Q: What’s the best thing about being 
in the Oldham squad?
A: The fans are great, passionate and 
loyal, and they made me very welcome 
when I first signed.

Q: What would be your dream role 
in life?
A: Owning a state-of-the-art centre 
for disadvantaged/disabled children or 
young adults, who could use facilities 
and equipment for free.

Profile on Keith
Brennan -- starts
on page 14

ME AND MY PARTNER ELLA. WE TRAINED A CRAB TO TAKE 

THIS PICTURE AT SURFER’S PARADISE, QUEENSLAND !
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FLETCHER IN POSSESSION
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The guy who knew Brian McDermott 
in the Royal Marines said it all, didn’t 
he ?

Steve Bergg -- remember him Brian? 
-- messaged on Facebook: 

“I know Brian from my days in the 
Marines. He’s a formidable warrior 
and a leader of men.

“Any team would be lucky to have 
him. They don’t come any better for 
courage, loyalty or work ethic. The 
team will love him.”

Is there anything else to say about the 
qualities of the 51-year-old, who has 
been winning trophies as player and 
coach since he was a young prop 
at Bradford in the naughty nineties?

Well, yes, there is; he’s also well 
known for calling it as it is; for 
speaking his mind; for being unafraid 
to question the Establishment or to 
tackle head-on the major issues 
of the day.

I don’t claim to know our newly-
appointed coaching consultant
personally, but I have watched him 
and listened to him on TV for many 
years and he comes across as the 
sort of man you would want by your 
side in the trenches.

It’s easy to see why there is so much 
mutual respect between Big Mac and 
Chris Hamilton; they’re two of a kind 
with so many similar characteristics.

Chris, like any good leader, has 
never been afraid to make the tough 
decisions if he felt it was the right thing 
to do for the club and, as he has 
said publicly more than once, it was 
particularly tough to part company 
with Matt Diskin, who had worked 
hard during his time at the club, 
most of it during Covid.

One of these days we’ll look at Chris’s 
life story to figure out the people and 
events that have shaped him into the 
man he is today.

For now, though, it’s all about Brian 
McDermott, whose absolutely phe-
nomenal record as a rugby league 
winner speaks for itself. He was born 
in Wakefield and cut his “puppy teeth” 
in league with Eastmoor ARLFC.

I am confident that he would pick 
out his five years in the Marines as 
a hugely significant period in his 
formative years --- that plus his ten 
years at Bradford at a time when 
that club was synonymous with the 
disciplines and core principles that 
Big Mac holds dear to this day.

Didn’t Scott Naylor have similar
traits? Of course he did; no surprise 
then that both Scott and Brian have 
appealed to the Roughyeds chairman, 
who can himself be fairly described 
as “his own man.”

CHRIS GETS HIS ‘FORMIDABLE 
WE AIM TO PULL OFF THE GREA
BY ROGER HALSTEAD



Anyway, back to Brian and that 
staggering record of success.

As a player at Bradford, he won three 
Super League titles; three League 
Leaders’ Shields; two Challenge Cups; 
and one World Club Championship.

As a coach at Leeds, it was four Super 
League titles; one League Leaders’ 
Shield; two Challenge Cups; and the 
World Club Championship.

In 2015, he won the historic treble 
for Leeds -- Challenge Cup, League 
Leaders’ Shield and a Grand Final 
22-20 win against Wigan at Old 
Trafford.

On top of all that, he’s played for 
England and Great Britain and 
coached the USA.

Welcome to Oldham, Brian !

ABLE WARRIOR’ AS
THE GREAT ESCAPE

PICTURE: SWPIX



LANGTREE AND OWEN

Two mistakes, two tries for R
DUPREE, FLETCHER ON SONG, BUT T

03 BEN HOLCROFT

RYAN INCE

TYLER DUPREE



o tries for Rams in their 18-4 win
DUPREE, FLETCHER ON SONG, BUT TO NO AVAIL
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MATTY FLETCHER

CALLUM GREENTYLER DUPREE
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Past players | Keith Brennan

THOSE WERE THE DAYS

Q and A continues on page 16

Q: When did you play for Oldham 
and in what position?
A: From 1999 to 2005, scrum-half 
or hooker, but mainly at hooker.

Q: What was your most memorable 
game, and why?
A: My very first game for Oldham. 
Mick Coates was coach. He invited me 
to training on a Monday night and by the 
following Sunday I was on the bench 
against Hull KR. It was very surreal to be 
in the same changing room as forwards 
like Cleggy and Leo.

Q: Which sportsman do you most 
admire, and why?
A: Swiss tennis ace Roger Federer. His 
dedication and composure under pressure 
have enabled him to be at the top of the 
tennis tree for years.

Q: What would you say is your biggest 
professional achievement?
A: I have two of equal merit, signing for 
Oldham as a professional and getting to 
the Grand Final against Widnes in 2001.

Q: And your biggest disappointment?
A: Losing the Grand Final in the way 
we did. We’d played really well up to 
that game, but on the big day we didn’t 
perform to our potential. To make 
matters worse, I had a shocker.

Q: How would your Oldham team 
mates have described you?
A: Hard-working, honest and a good team 
player.
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MY SON KEEGAN AND ME AFTER PLAYING IN THE SAME GAME. 

I COULDN’T WALK FOR A WEEK AFTERWARDS !

As joint coaches of Waterhead’s 
open-age and under-18s squads, 
Keith Brennan and Jon Perks have a 
special bond with our very own Matthew 
Fletcher, whom they coached at youth 
level before he joined Bradford Bulls’ 
Academy and ultimately signed for 
Roughyeds following a spell in Australia.

Waterhead under-13s sponsor Fletcher, 
who still has a very close liaison with 
the Peach Road club. It is appropriate, 
therefore, that Fletcher’s Player Focus 
and Brennan’s Q and A as a past player 

in the ‘Those Were The Days’ feature 
should appear in the same issue of 
‘Roughyed Review’.

Outside rugby, Brennan runs his own 
joinery business, Moorside Joinery, but 
he is still heavily involved in community 
rugby league with Waterhead, while 
keenly following the progress of the six 
local lads, currently playing with their 
home-town team, as he did, namely 
Gareth Owen, Danny Bridge, Phil Joy, 
James Barran, Joe Hartley and Matty 
Fletcher.
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Q: What did you like most about being 
in the Oldham squad?
A: The belief we had as a group and the 
craic we all had. It was constant.

Q: What prompted your decision 
to leave? 
A: It was a decision based on the length 
of time it was taking me to recover after 
a game. It led to niggling injuries and I felt 
I was neither playing nor training to my 
own standards.

Q: What’s your current day job?
A: I’m a joiner running my own firm, 
Moorside Joinery. My son Keegan works 
with me.

Q: What would be your dream 
role in life?
A: I would be in charge of time. There 
never seems to be enough of it; you can’t 
buy it; and you can’t get it back once its 
gone.

 ZOE AND ME, JUST THE TWO OF US
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ZOE AND ME WITH ISLA AND NOAH, 

OUR GRANDCHILDREN

PROUD FAMILY MAN 



BRADFORD BULLS
We welcome Bradford Bulls 
to Bower Fold today for what 
will be the only competitive 
fixture between our two clubs 
in 2021. The formula for the 
current season determines 
that each club will play four 
teams only once and today’s 
game falls into that category.

The Bulls began the current 
campaign with an away tie at 
Sheffield Eagles. It wasn’t to 
be a happy return to league 
action for coach John 
Kear’s side as they fell to a 
thumping 50-18 loss having 
been nilled in the first half.   
Home wins against Halifax 
Panthers and landlords 
Dewsbury Rams came in 
rounds two and three, putting 
the Bulls back on track.  
A series of steady victories 
followed in the first half of 
the season with only an 
away defeat to Featherstone 
Rovers and a recent reversal 
at home to Widnes Vikings 
blotting the copy book.   

As things stand before 
today’s action, the Bulls sit 
third in the Championship 
table with eight wins from 
eleven completed games.  
High Àying Featherstone 
and Toulouse — both with 
100% win rates — are above 
them in the top two places.  
Should any of the two 
frontrunners falter in the 
second-half of the season, 
the Bulls are ideally situated 
to take full advantage. 

The last time Oldham and 
Bradford played each other

was back at the beginning 
of March 2020. Newly 
promoted Oldham hosted 
today’s visitors here in 
Stalybridge. Danny Bridge 
scored two tries for the 
Roughyeds but it wasn’t 
enough to prevent Bradford 
from claiming a 26-12 victory.  
Tries from Sam Hallas, Steve 
Crossley, Brandon Pickersgill 
and Joe Carter sealed the 
win for the visitors.

History shows that in the 
past 30 years, Oldham wins 
against  Bradford have been 
few and far between. The 
Roughyeds have recorded 
only two victories in that time.  
The first was way back in 
1994 when two tries apiece 
from Darren Abram and Wal-
ly Gibson helped Oldham to 
a 32-12 home victory in the 
old Division 1.

Oldham fans will more easily 
recall the second Oldham 
win since it happened only 
four years ago in April 2017.  
Oldham snatched the two 
points in the closing 
stages of the game thanks 
to a break from Tuoyo Egodo 
and meandering run from 
try scoring Kieran Gill.  

Despite the early season 
heroics of Messrs Egodo 
and Gill, both Oldham and 
Bradford were relegated at 
the end of the 2017 season.   
The two sides would go on 
to meet each other at Odsal 
Stadium for a promotion 
play-off semi-final in 
September of 2018. A 
depleted Oldham team were 
soundly beaten 47-0 as the 
Bulls began their push for 
a return to Championship 

football. Oldham followed 
a similar route in 2019.

Today’s encounter should, on 
paper, be a simple matter of 
an in-form Bradford picking 
up away points against an 
Oldham team without a win 
in several weeks. The Bulls 
will be counting on classy 
backs such as Rhys Evans, 
Jordan Lilley and Brandon 
Pickersgill to operate behind 
stalwart forwards in the form 
of Steve Crossley, Brad En-
gland and George Flanagan.  

The unknown factor in 
the equation today is the 
introduction of a certain Brian 
McDermott. The former Bulls 
player has just arrived as a 
coaching consultant in the 
Oldham camp but having 
played over 250 games for 
the Odsal side between 1994 
and 2003 , he’ll need no 
introduction to the Bradford 
faithful.  

Upon finishing his playing 
career, McDermott moved 
on to coaching, most 
famously with Leeds Rhinos 
where he led his charges to 
Super League, Challenge 
Cup and World Club 
Challenge success.

The McDermott factor could 
energise Oldham and return 
some much needed 
confidence to captain 
Gareth Owen and his 
players. Bradford will be 
keen to perform in front of 
both their away supporters 
and their former star man.  
We have all the ingredients 
of a fascinating afternoon’s 
entertainment. 18



Three To Watch

BRANDON PICKERSGILL
The Bradford-born full-back 
made his professional debut 

against Toulouse in 2017, 
having graduated from the 
club’s Academy and went 

on to make four senior
 appearances that season.

The 22-year-old enjoyed 
a fruitful 2018 under John 
Kear as he adopted the 

full-back position alongside 
Gregg McNally, whom he 

would replace in 2019.

The former Stanningley 
amateur received the

 number 1 jersey worn by 
the likes of Brett Kearney 
and Michael Withers over 

previous years and rewarded 
Kear’s faith with nine tries 

in 21 appearances last year.

The full-back, who can 
also feature in the halves, 

has just past his 50th
career appearance.

19

GEORGE FLANAGAN
A fan favourite, Bradford 

born hooker Flanagan joined 
the club from Hunslet RLFC 

in February of 2018.

Flanagan was a key member 
of John Kear’s squad during 
the 2018 and 2019 season, 
making a combined total of 

40 appearances and scoring 
20 tries, one of those against 

Leon Pryce’s Workington 
Town in the League One 

play-off final.

George actually came 
through the club’s academy 

system but never made
 a senior appearance, until 

signing back in 2018.

The popular hooker signed 
a new one year deal to stay 
at the club until the end of 

the 2021 season.

STEVE CROSSLEY
Bradford born prop 

Crossley rejoined the club 
from Toronto Wolfpack in 

October 2017 and was made 
club captain for the 2018 

season.

He was an ever present 
figure in the Bradford Bulls 
team during both seasons, 

making a combined 
appearance total of 55 

games, scoring 12 tries.

Crossley signed a one 
year extension to his 

contract taking his stay
 at the Bulls up-to 2021.
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IN THIS WORLD CUP YEAR, WHICH PROMISES TO BE THE BEST AND BIGGEST YET, 
WE HAVE TEAMED UP WITH THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST TO BRING YOU 
A POTTED VERSION OF THE TOURNAMENT’S HISTORY, COURTESY OF MICHAEL 
TURNER, THE HERITAGE TRUST’S WELL-KNOWN HISTORIAN.

By Roger Halstead

COVID ISSUES PUT OUR BIG
EVENT IN THE BALANCE

Due to nervousness in the Southern 
Hemisphere, this year’s Rugby League 
World Cup is currently in the balance and 
clouded with uncertainty due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

Reigning champions Australia, and also 
New Zealand, have yet to commit to the 
tournament and NRL clubs have concerns 
about releasing their players, who would 
have to quarantine for two weeks when 
they get home.

World Cup organisers have delayed 
a decision and say progress has been 
made.

Furthermore, they remain optimistic after 
the latest round of negotiations in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

The major difference between our World 
Cup, scheduled to start here in the UK 
in the autumn with England facing 
Samoa at Newcastle’s St James’ Park 
on October 23, and the current European 
football tournament is the very obvious 
one that countries from the other side of 
the globe will be coming here for our big 
event, as opposed to European travel 
only in football’s big bash.

The organisers of RLWC2021 have 
released the following statement:

“Our priority focus to deliver the Rugby 
League World Cup this year remains as 
planned and constructive progress has 
been made.

“We are realistic about the complex 
challenges we are facing in these 
unprecedented times, including 
international travel arrangements and
the quarantining of athletes and staff 
from the Southern Hemisphere.

“In the interests of delivering clarity 
and certainty to everyone involved 
in staging the tournament, a final 
decision will made as soon as 
possible.

“We have made it clear, however, 
that our decision-making will not be 
dictated by deadlines if further 
consideration is required.”

The option if a postponement is confirmed 
is to play the tournament in a year’s time, 
but that would create several logistical 
problems, not least a clash with football’s 
World Cup -- clearly something to be 
avoided if at all possible.

Back to current plans and more than 400 
players and officials are due to arrive from 
Down Under with men’s, women’s and 
wheelchair World Cup competitions all 
scheduled to take place at the same time.

NRL clubs are expected to supply most 
of the players for eight of the 16 nations 
competing in the men’s tournament.



Officials have been holding talks with
the Australian Rugby League Players’ 
Association and have offered to lay on 
charter Àights to reduce the risks 
associated with long-distance travel.

Among those pressing for a decision to 
be made quickly is the St Helens head 
coach Kristian Woolf, who also coaches 
Tonga, fancied by many, as are Samoa, 
to have the best chance of smashing the 
monopoly of the so-called big three.

He said: 
“On this side of the world there’s a 
positivity about the tournament 

going ahead, but on the other side 
there is definitely a lot more hesitancy.

“We need someone to come out and 
make a decision so we can either 
prepare for it, which is what we’re all 
trying to do at the moment, or move on.

“My personal preference, from a 
Tongan point of view, is that it goes 
ahead.”
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ENGLAND SCHEDULE

England are grouped with Samoa, France and Greece and their group games are 
scheduled like this:

v Samoa at St James’ Park, Newcastle, Saturday, October 23 (2.30pm).
v France at the University of Bolton Stadium, Horwich, Saturday, October 30 (5pm).
v Greece at Bramall Lane, Sheffield, Saturday, November 6 (2.30pm).
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PROP Liam Kirk, a new 
signing for this season, 
has played in ten of 13 
games in cup and league 
so far, but none have been 
as special to him as this 
week’s clash with Bradford 
Bulls.

Born and bred in that neck 
of the woods, ‘Kirky’ signed 
for Roughyeds in October 
last year after being a Bull 
since he was 16 and 
playing in 82 senior 
games for the club.

He signed for Bradford 
on scholarship forms from 
Drighlington ARLFC and

worked his way 
conscientiously through the 
Bulls’ youth set-up, winning 
an under-19s player-of-the-
year award when still only 
17.

The following year he 
carried off a monthly award 
as the club’s outstanding 
player during March, 2015.

All but six of his 82 
senior games with the 
Bulls were played in the 
Championship season of 
2017, the League One 
campaign of 2018 and the 
Championship season of 
2019 when he figured in 
31, 22 and 23 games 
respectively.

On his move to Oldham, he 
said: “I’ve been at Bradford 
for a few years and I’m 
looking for a new challenge. 
I want something different 
in my life.

“At the same time I’m only 
23. I’ve got years in the 
game ahead of me, so
 I’m hoping to achieve 
something as well. We 
want to be challenging for 
things. I think Oldham is the 
right place for me to be.”

It’s been a bumpy ride for 
all the players at Oldham 
so far, but we’re starting 
again now with ten games 
left and Kirky would like 
nothing better than to have 
a blinder against his former 
team mates.



Hooker Matty Wilkinson, who broke 
a leg in pre-season training, is 
making good progress and is now 
back with the rest of the squad on 
training nights, doing his rehabilitation.

He was in the dug-out at the 
Dewsbury Rams game when he 
revealed that, if everything continues 
to go smoothly, he might be ready to 
play again before the end of this 
season.

“It’s all going fine, and I’m very upbeat 
about it,” said the unlucky hooker.

“I have an appointment with the 
specialist again tomorrow, and I’m 
very confident that he’ll confirm that 
I am ahead of schedule.

“I’m fancying a couple of games at 
the end of the season -- that’s my aim 
-- but I won’t be taking any chances if 
the medical people advise against it. 
I don’t want a setback after being out 
all this time.”

At the age of 25 -- just --- and not 
having played the game he loves for 
more than 15 months, Matty is itching 
to get back on the pitch. 

If he delays his comeback until 2022, 
he will have been out for the best part 
of two years, and with a few seasons 
ahead of him he will be keen to make 
up for lost time.

WILKY HOPING TO BE BACK
BEFORE END OF SEASON
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Referee: B. Milligan

Reserve Referee: A. Marsh

Touch Judge 1: A. Billington

Touch Judge 2: R. Cox

Time Keeper: A. Brown

Rugby Oldham

David and Val Webster

Stephen Butterfield

Oldham RL Heritage Trust

Anne Kearns

Gordon Sedgwick

Past Players Association

CDX Security

Graeme Lee

David and Val Webster

Pam Taylor/ LTS

Dynasty Denture Solutions

John & Lynda McAndrew

Gareth Hughes

Gerry Jones & Caroline Hughes

Fab-tek Installations Limited

Waterhead under 13s 

The Property Buying Co

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Mick Harrop

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Gerald Brierley

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Available - Ring 07904 898177

John and Lynda McAndrew

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Available - Ring 07904 898177

Property Buying Company

Property Buying Company

Property Buying Company

V
01    Dan Abram

02    Tommy Brierley

03    Ben Heaton

05    Ryan Ince

06    Lewis Charnock

07    Dave Hewitt

08    Phil Joy

09    Gareth Owen

10    Jack Spencer

11    Danny Langtree

12    Liam Bent

13    Martyn Reilly

14    Matty Wilkinson

15    Luke Nelmes

16    Tyler Dupree

17    Liam Kirk 

19    Matthew Fletcher

20    Jode Sheriffe    

21    Shaun Pick

22    Kyran Johnson

23    Callum Green

24    Max Roberts

25    Danny Bridge

26    James Barran

27    Ben Holcroft 

28    Joe Hartley

30    Dec Gregory

31    John Hutchings

33    Jamie Abram

Brian McDermott

Brendan Sheridan

Jode Sheriffe

01    Brandon Pickersgill

02    Joe Brown

03    Rhys Evans

04    Ross Oakes

05    Matty Dawson-Jones

06    Danny Brough

07    Jordan Lilley

09    Thomas Doyle

10    Steve Crossley

11    Adam Rooks

12    Aaron Murphy

13    Sam Hallas

14    George Flanagan

15    Dan Fleming

16    Brad Gallagher

17    Levy Nzoungou

18    Ebon Scurr

19    David Foggin-Johnston

20    Brad England

22    Reece Hamlett

23    Anthony Walker

24    Ben Evans

25    Jack Sanderson

26    Matthew Race

27    Billy Jowitt

28    Bradley  Ho

29    Cameron Berry

30    Murphy Smith

31    Ethan O’Hanlon

32    Sam Smith

Head Coach: John Kear

Asst Coach: Mark Dunning


