oz
O
wn
=
(@]
o
wn
o %
S
<C
=

VERSUS OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS
SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2012, 3PM
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high fuel costs with
Northern Rail

Proud sponsor of Rugby League.
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e've had a couple of false starts but at last
Wwe can welcome you back to The Gnoll to
start off our season.

The snow and ice has dampened our start to the
season so far. We were meant to face a Wigan Warriors
side here a couple of weeks ago but thanks to the
frozen pitch, that had to be moved to Llandarcy a few
hours before kick-off. We apologise to those who were
unable to make it to the new pitch, as you can gather
this was out of our control but it was better to have the
game on than not at all and reschuduling wasn't an
option due to the costs involved.

Many thanks to those fans who did make it. You saw
a good run-out for our new look side with a spirited
and gritty display against a tough outfit. We welcomed
back Shaun Owens, Alan Pope and David James after
a year away and none of them let us down with David
scoring our try.

Last week we were meant to start our Northern Rail
Cup campaign at Rochdale Hornets but that again
was called off as they had a layer of snow and ice on
their pitch. But this means that today’s game is our
first competitive match and we welcome Oldham
Roughyeds to The Gnoll for only their second visit.

We're beginning to have a bit of a history against
Oldham. We've met them five times already and all the
games against them have been classics, last year’s 40-
20 win in Caerphilly being a particular highlight. | hope
that today’s game will once again not let us down.

Welcome to all newcomers here to The Gnoll of
which I'm sure there are many. If you are here for the
first time, we hope you have an enjoyable day and
please come back next week, same time same place
when we take on London Skolars.

To our regular fans and season ticket holders, thank
you for your increased loyalty to the club and it's great
to see you again. I'm sure I'll get the chance to say
hello to you all if not today but at some point this
season.

Finally, welcome to all players, supporters and
officials from Oldham. | know a number of you took
advantage of our recent ticket offer so we hope you
have an enjoyable day here in Neath.

Have a great game everyone.

Phil Davies, Chairman, South Wales Scorpions RLFC
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Ground address: The John
Smith’s Gnoll, Gnoll Park
Road, Neath. SA11 3NA
Postal Address: South Wales
Scorpions, Wales Rugby
League, 5 Centre Court, Main
Avenue, Treforest Industrial
Estate, Pontypridd. CF37 5YR.
Email: info@scorpionsrl.com
Phone: 01443 843737
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BUILDING SOCIETY

ARE PROUD TO BE SPONSORS OF

For information regarding our
range of Savings and Mortgage
products please contact us

11-12 Cradock Street
Swansea

SA1 3EW

(01792) 483700

www.swansea-bs.co.uk

i again to everyone and welcome
H to our first ever game in the
Northern Rail Cup.

This is finally the start of what | hope
will be a memorable season for all you
Scorpions fans out there. Throughout the
winter we've been building as a club and
hopefully this has resulted in a large crowd
here today cheering us on to a good
performance.

There are a lot of people to thank at this
game today. To my wonderful support
staff, Stuart Williams, Dean Fouache, Lee
Cullen, Gary Ahmed, Tanya Chick and Paul
Davies, you've all been fantastic over the
winter and have worked the boys to the
bone. Let's hope we see the results today.

Also thanks to all the behind the scenes
people for their support. | know that
people like Phil Davies, Rob Buckley, John
Brennan, lan Golden and Nathan Mossop
have all been working hard to promote this
game and the season as a whole.

it was difficult having last week’s match
postponed at such at late hour. There
was a pitch inspection the day before at
4pm but we all really had an inkling that it
would be called off as the football match
scheduled that day on Rochdale’s ground
didn't take place.

But it was snow and ice on the pitch and
there was nothing we could do about it, it's
just a shame as the boys were chomping
at the bit to play a competitive game and
it's tough to re-organise your mindset and
scheduling as it does affect what you have
planned for the week after.

We haven't, at time of writing,
rescheduled the Rochdale game but
Oldham, having had their home match
against Featherstone Rover postponed,
replayed on Wednesday losing 68-0 after
holding the Championship side to 14-0 at
half-time. It's a big score to come down to
Wales on the back of but I'll be telling our
players, as I'm sure that Tony Benson will
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tell his, that result will have no meaning
when it comes to today. Like all games, we
start with a blank slate and, like we would
probably do should we replay our game
against Rochdale midweek, I'm sure Tony
will play a vastly different side today. It's
certain to be a close and exciting contest
here at The Gnoll as I'm told it always is
against Oldham.

This is the first of two Sunday home
games in a row for us as we speed through
this Northern Rail Cup group campaign.
Next week we are delighted to welcome
London Skolars to The Gnoll. I've heard
that like games against Oldham, the
Scorpions have built up a healthy rivalry
with London over the last few years and
| look forward to seeing that rekindled at
3pm next Sunday. See you all then.

Dave Clark - @dclarkscorpions on Twitter




109, London Road
Neath
SAIl IHL
01639630800
079666464349

Specialist in Crown & Bridge / Prosthetics

EMERGENCY DENTURE REPAIRS WITHIN 1 HOUR

(24 Hour Service)
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With three League Championships, one First
Division title, three Challenge Cup wins, seven
Lancashire League triumphs and nine Lancashire
Cups to their name, Oldham are one of rugby
league’s most famous names.

As one of the original 22 clubs to start the
Northern Rugby Union in 1895, success arrived
quickly for the Lancashire outfit.

They won their first League title by heading the
First Division in 1905 and further League success
followed in 1910 and 1911, when they twice beat
Wigan in the Championship final. Indeed, in 1910
they won three trophies, adding the Lancashire
League and Lancashire Cup to their sideboard.

As for the Challenge Cup, though, it was not
until 1925 that they followed their 1899 success,
finishing runners up three times (in 1907, 1912
and 1924) before laying the ghost to rest when
they beat Hull KR 16-3 in the final at Headingley.

They lost in the Challenge Cup final again the
following year to Swinton but gained revenge in
1927 when their fourth final appearance in a row
ended in a 26-7 romp at Wigan.

It was another 30 years before they enjoyed
more glory, the signing of players like Alan
Davies, John Etty Sid Little and Derek ‘Rocky’
Turner leading to their last Championship title in

1957, along with numerous county honours.
However, that was their last major success, al-
though they have won the Second Division three
times in 1964, 1982 and 1988 and the Divisional

Premiership twice, in 1988 and 1990.

They added Bears to their name as one of the
founding members of the Super League in 1996,
but they were relegated in 1997 and, to add
insult to injury, they went bankrupt as well.

However, they re-formed as Oldham Roughyeds
in 1997 and reached the Northern Ford Premier-
ship Grand Final in 2001, only to lose to Widnes.
They were relegated in 2006, though, after only
one win and have been there since, despite
reaching the Grand Final three times.

In 2009, Roughyeds were told they would no
longer be able to use Oldham Athletic's Bound-
ary Park. The club went to Oldham Council for
help. Oldham Council bought Whitebank Stadi-
um from Oldham Town and sold it to Roughyeds.

The 2010 season saw a transition with the
five home games were played out of town at
Sedgley Park, Whitefield. Roughyeds’ first game
at Whitebank took place on 9 May 2010 with
the opposition being York City Knights. The first
time Oldham had played on their own ground in
Oldham borough since 1997.




what it takes to make the game they love better. Whett
a referee or touch judge, the decision is in your hands.

Play a big part. Become a Match Official.
www.therfl.co.uk/referee

outh Wales Scorpions are hosting the

first ever South Wales Varsity Rugby

League match on Sunday 18th March
when Cardiff Metropolitan University
(UWIC) and Swansea will meet at The
Gnoll in Neath (kick-off 3.15pm).

The "South Wales Rugby League Varsity
Challenge Match” will be on the same day
and venue as the Co-operative Championship
1 Rugby League match between South Wales
Scorpions and Workington Town which kicks off
at the earlier time as 1pm.

A day of events is being planned and it is
ped that students from both universities will
scend on The Gnoll to cheer on the Scorpions
d then their respective universities.

In addition to the two matches, there will be a
sprint challenge between the two universities,
which starts the day off at noon with two heats,
with the final as well as a goal-kicking contest
taking place at half-time of the Scorpions game

Dancers and bands from the respective
universities are also being planned as
entertainment during the South Wales Varsity

hted to be hosting the first ever South
Rugby League Varsity Challenge Match
nderful that such a long tradition of rivalry
between the two cities can now be extended to

‘re playing against Workington early at
to give them more travel time to return to
Cumbria, so this creates a nice gap for the Varsity
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game to be played.

“I'm pleased we're calling it the South Wales
Varsity game too as we know that universities
in North Wales also play Rugby League and
perhaps this will pave the way for North Wales
Crusaders to eventually host their own version in
Wrexham.

"Good luck to both sides on Sunday 18th March
and we're all looking forward to an entertaining
day.”

Paul Horrocks, club president of the UWIC side
said: "UWIC (Cardiff Met) are extremely pleased
to be announcing this game alongside Swansea
University and the South Wales Scorpions. It is
a first for Rugby League in Wales and a first for
UWIC in any sport.

“Both universities have worked particularly hard
in the previous few years to build respectable
and competitive teams. This will be a great
occasion to show off all that hard work and
hopefully provide a wonderful experience for
everyone involved. It has the potential to be
another step in the right direction for Rugby
League and the student game in Wales. Long
may it continue,”

Deri Galvin, club president of the Swansea side
said: “Students at Swansea are eagerly awaiting
the inaugural South Wales Rugby League
Varsity Match. The match caters for the growing
interest in Rugby League in Swansea and will
no doubt be an exciting spectacle in a fantastic
environment. Whilst we are working hard to push
aside the title of underdogs, we can rest safe in
the knowledge that we will at least be the best
looking team on the day. Long may it continue.”
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Your Partner in Disability Access

For professional and expert advice on
all Disability access living and working environments

Controct
Services

* ACCESS RAMPS * STAIR LIFTS *

* BATHROOM KITCHEN & TOILET
CONVERSIONS *

Contract Services (South Wales) Ltd
Unit 27 Baglan Industrial Estate
Port Talbot SA12 7DJ

Tel: 01639 823789 Fax: 01639 823987
enquiries@contractservicesgroup.co.uk
www.contractservicesgroup.co.uk
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very warm welcome back to the
AGNOLL for our 3rd season.

From a supporters point this season
is one that is full of promise. We have a new
coach in Dave Clark and a new look to the
team with
some very outstanding players joining
us - Jamie Rooney, Nathan Mossop and
Joe McKenna but to name a few. We have
also some old faces back and | for one am
pleased to see them.

This season we have entered the Northern
Rail Cup. Our first game away at Rochdale
was called off due to the weather but today
we welcome one of the clubs that we have
played a number of times - OLDHAM
ROUGHYEDS.

Over the past two season we have had
mixed fortunes against them. For those that
attended the away game at Oldham on 1st
Auguest 2010 will remember it as being one
of the best games the Scorpions have ever
played running out 42-24 winners.

The next season we won our home game
against them 40-20 but then lost away later
in the year. :

Our group in the NRC contains 10 teams
but we only play four games. Next up for us
at home will be LONDON SKOLARS next
Sunday then a little away game for the boys
in France at TOULOUSE on Saturday 3rd
March.

The top four in each group will go into the
knockout round.

AWAY GAMES
As per other seasons we will be hoping to
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run a bus to as many away game as we can.
In order to do this we need the Supporters

to come forward and let us know if you wish

to go.

please email Neil Goodman at

scorpionsfanzine@hotmail.com.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO MEET THE
PLAYERS?

Each home game we are going to give
someone the chance to meet the players
and get a signed programme. Keep your
eyes and ears open for this at each home
game.

MATCH DAY MASCOTS

Does your child have a favourite player ?
Would they like to meet them ?

If so why not let them be the mascot for the
Scorpions. They will meet the players, run
out with the team, get a signed certificate
and signed photo of themselves with their
favourite player.

Please contact Andy for details (The

PA announcer) OR email Neil Goodman
scorpionsfanzine@hotmail.com.

SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING
The next SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING is
TODAY AFTER THE GAME IN THE GNOLL
CLUB HOUSE.

All are welcome to attend

It's your club this is your chance to have a
voice and also to find out whats going on.

The Supporters Club are looking for
Sponsers for the 2012 season.

Anyone wishing to help please contact
Andy or Neil.

p.electechs
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Glyn Clydach_flotel

Superior Facilities in An idyllic Location

Meeting rooms, Conference suites & Training Facilities
Accommodating from small groups up to 410 Delegates
Full set up and Facility & Equipment
Hot & cold buffet Menus & Refreshments
Extensive car parking
Set in over 15 Acres of Scenic parkland

Easy access from M4 .

Our dedicated Professional Conferencing teani are on hand to
ensure your event runs perfectly
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Tel 01792 448671
www.Glynclydach.co.uk
Longford Road, Dyffryn, Neath SA10 7A]

Prescott Jones

INSURANCE S OLUTIONS

WWW.prescott-jones.co.uk

PRESCOTT JONES INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR
SOUTH WALES SCORPIONS IN 2012
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orking as a community coach
with Wales Rugby League,
Steve Parry takes on a

variety of roles but one of his most
enjoyable is as coach of University of
Glamorgan RLFC.

The university, which is the nearest to the
WRL and Scorpions offices, qualified for the
BUSC Shield this year and last Wednesday
beat Nottingham University 28-24 in their
first knock-out game which is where we
caught up with Steve to talk to him about
his role.

“Coaching the Glamorgan side is a job that
I really enjoy,” Parry said.

“l only started last September. I've coached
them through all of the league rounds and
now we're here in the Cup.

“l only got into the coaching of this side
by accident. One of my mates who plays
for the side phoned me up and said that
they needed a coach so | jumped at the
opportunity.

“I have coached a-few sides before. | was
involved in the Valley Cougars set-up a
couple of years ago and of course I've done
a lot of schools coaching.”

The schools set-up is where Parry has seen
the biggest increase in numbers.

“Since | started going into schools, I'm
sure that the numbers have near enough
doubled,” Parry says. “More and more
children are taking to Rugby League and
the teachers are always looking for more
sports for the kids to enjoy. | think it's great

DADDY
SSTEVEIPARRY,
that we can work alongside other sports now
in schools and be considered equals. It's
amazing how it's all growing.”

Parry was happy with the Glamorgan win
and how his team has progressed since
September.

“They all work really hard at improving
their game,” Parry said. “They only train
once a week, for an hour and a half on a
Monday, then it's straight into a match on a
Wednesday.

“Today's game against Nottingham was a
close one and it was a game that showed
how we have improved. When we were
six points up with 15 minutes to go and
Nottingham were attacking our line, earlier
in the season, they probably would have
scored.

“But | was proud of how well they held out
and they went back upfield and scored again
to make it 28-18 with eight minutes to go.
That was when | knew that we'd just about
secured the game.

"We've got a home tie again in the next
round, the last 16, this Wednesday at
Treforest at 2pm so please come along and
support us. We'll be at home again in the
quarter finals so we've been given a good
draw and hopefully we can go all the way to
the Final.”

Video highlights of this interview and Steve at
work will be online at www.scorpionsrl.com next
week.




Folland PVCu Windows,

written by James Gordon.

There seems to be a misconception that

Doors and Conservatories ~— &esgpesmni,

Wrong. Heartland clubs need to follow the
system closely too, and they need to take it very
seriously, because the more clubs that come
along, the less chance they have of retaining

Unit 2a, Tonmawr Business Park, {  (haktupecteagrepiscs

One club that has embraced the system is

TO n mawr, Port Ta I bOt, Hég:cefzslf\;ealtién Brown has been a fresh air to

Super League, and he has been ably supported
SA1 2 9U U by loyal chairman Ken Davy.
I had the fortune of watching the Giants first
hand as they thumped Widnes 66-6 in Super
League Round 2, with a team that featured 16
British players and just one import - ex-Crusader

H H Jason Chan (pictured right).
WISh SOUth WaIeS SCO rp|0 n S every Leroy Cudjoe and Luke George both helped
' themselves to hat-tricks, but some of the
attacking play was mesmerising. A criticism often
Su CceSS fo r the neW Seaso n " . afforded to Super League is that there aren’t
enough English players in the key positions
(1,6,7,9,13), but you can't say that about
Huddersfield, who fielded Greg Eden, Scott Grix,

Tel: 0 1 639 632 1 72 aDga:i:ZtBVrvoi;a:s‘Luke Robinson and Kevin Brown

. . Itis a model that must be replicated.

For a free n O Ob I Igatlo n q u Ote Huddersfield have spent time on their youth,
although the impact of a top quality coach

in Brown should not be understated. He has

broken the trend of previous, and other current,

Australian coaches relying on imports to see

them through.

The Giants have finished in the top four for the
past three seasons, and judging by last Sunday,
will be right up there again this year.

What's more ominous is that they seem to have
another exciting batch of youngsters waiting in

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

the wings to step up too.

Despite their mini injury crisis which has seen
the likes of David Fa'alogo, David Faiumu, Dale
Ferguson, Larne Patrick and Tony Tonks sidelined
at the start of the season, Huddersfield haven't
suffered thanks to the progress of their young
players.

It's not just on the pitch that Huddersfield have
had success. Chairman Ken Davy has pumped
money in to the club and enabled competitive
ticket prices, which has seen their average
attendance virtually double in the past five years.

It's a far cry from 10-15 years ago, when
Huddersfield finished bottom of Super League
three years in succession. There's no chance of
that happening now.

15
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Supporting its members and the community

Proud sponsors of the Scorpions

MARTIN’S ELECTRICAL

Registered in England and Wales at Bryn y Wawr, Station Terrace, Seven Sisters, Neath. SA10 9DH
Registered Number . 6211116

Phone / Fax 01639 701457 e-mail: martinselectrical/@hotmail.co.uk

Our timekeepers
Gareth “Tick”
Laugharne and Neil
“Tock” Goodman are
sponsored by Klaxon.

TICKET HOTLINE 01443843737
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THE OFFICIAL South Wales ?corplons Rugby League Club

FACEBOOK PAGE
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SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY Current player Calum Willingon signs gial contract with South /e
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HYCMIP Official South Wales Scorpions RLFC Web Site
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www.scorpionsr.com i

Jll South Wales Scarpions Rugby League Club
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND JOIN IN THE
CHAT WITH 2,000 OTHER FANS

FOLLOW US AND OUR PLAYERS AND STAFF
ON TWITTER. @scorpionsrugby|

= VOTE FOR YOUR PLAYER OF THE MATCH ON
QOUR WEBSITE STRAIGHT AFTER THE GAME
WIGAN WARRIORS GAME

FANS' WINNER - DAVID JAMES

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM 17

CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHIRTS AND
MERCHANDISE IN OUR NEW ONLINE CLUB SHOP
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'Welco Scaffolding Ltd. provides high quality scaffolds, access
and hoist sohitions across the South Wales area

After nearly 12 years in the mndustry, we're one of South
Wales's leading provider. We focus on quality, reliability, safety
and value. All types of scaffolding work undertaken

We are committed to achieving exceptional customer service,
relabiity and safety in all that we do, we comply with all
legislation and regulations and empower evervone in the

CT—.

CAFFOLDING Ltd

WELCO SCAFFOLDING Ltd

Plot 9, Contractors Yard, Tank Farm Road, Llandarcy, Neath, SA10 6EN
Tel: (01792)323577 Fax: (01792)321117 Mobile: 07879618307

Director: Wayne GOODRIDGE C ompany Reg No: 3705938 VAT No: 742415647

Impeccable quality and customer satisfaction is our priority. We are committed to guarantesing vou, o
customers, a first-rate senice vou can entirely trust

All our work will be completed on tme and to budget, For all your roof or chimney repairs, renderng or
painting and decorating requirements please contact us

If vou have a general enquiry, you can contact us by clicking here For a free, competitive quotation, cheke
here. Thank you for visiting our web site

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A NO OBLIGATION COMPETITIVE QUOTE

Rugby League will return to Blackwood in 2012
with the news that a new club in Wales has
formed. South Wales Hornets have launched
and will play out of Blackwood RFC, home of the
Blackwood Bulldogs from 2006-2010.

The club have immediately formed a
partnership with South Wales Scorpions and
the two outfits will share players to continue a
pathway to the professional game.

The Hornets will compete in Conference
Three of the new RFL structure - the renamed
Conference National League that fellow Welsh
side Valley Cougars competed in last year.

As a result, the Cougars will return to the Welsh
Conference and rekindle its long-standing rivalry
with Bridgend Blue Bulls.

Hornets team manager Martyn Coomber said:
“Proceedings have gone swiftly behind the
scenes and we are now ready to launch a brand
new club that will be the flagship for community
Rugby League in Wales.

“We saw last season with Valley Cougars that
the team playing at this level is a key part of
the player pathway system - as it gives boys
exposure at the higher levels of the community
game - providing them with scope to develop
further.”

The Hornets will serve as a feeder club to the
Scorpions, who ply their trade in Co-operative
Championship One, and Scorpions coach Dave
Clark is confident of success for both sides.

“Forming the Hornets is a positive move and
the intention is to maintain a close working
relationship with the Scorpions,” he said.

“It extends our player base somewhat, but if
you look at the number of boys we tried out
against Wigan on Saturday, that number cannot
be used in league games, so some of them
will be allowed to establish themselves at the
Hornets club.

“Having a second club under the South Wales
banner shows the growth of the game down here
and the signings the Scorpions have made ahead
of this season just goes to show the talent and
interest in Rugby League in Wales.”

Hornets Chairman Mark Harris has revealed the
intentions behind the club’s launch ahead of the
new season.

Before accepting his role at the Hornets, Harris
had long been involved in the development of
Rugby League in Wales, and is confident that this
latest move is a significant step forward.

“It's a great opportunity to be involved with the
Hornets and we have a clear plan to continue the
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good work being done in Wales,” he said.

"We'll be working with South Wales Scorpions
and the Welsh Conference clubs along with local
universities - giving opportunities to higher calibre
juniors coming through the pathway system.

“As the flagship community side in Wales we
will cater to those that want to step up to semi-
professional rugby league and hopefully further.”
The Blackwood-based club will be hoping to
follow the success of the Cougars - who reached
the end of season play-offs in 2011 - but Harris
is keen to stress that the team competing in the
rebranded Conference Three this season is a
completely new entity.

“Valley Cougars did a fantastic job last year and
we have to thank them for all their hard work to
get a team up and running and performing so well
in their first season,” he continued.

“The Hornets are a brand new club and are
hoping to build on success of the Valley Cougars
offering opportunities to a wider range of players
to represent the Hornets, and Rugby League in
Wales, at a higher level.”

FIXTURES 2012 (home games kick-off 2.30pm)
Saturday, Apr 21 - St Albans Centurions (a)
Sunday, Apr 29 - Coventry Bears (h)

Sunday, May é - Hemel Stags (a)

Sunday, May 13 - Warrington Wizards (h)
Saturday, May 19 - Bristol Sonics (a)

Saturday, May 26 - Nottingham Qutlaws (a)
Saturday, Jun 2 - Nottingham Outlaws (h)
Saturday, Jun 9 - Huddersfield Underbank R (h)
Saturday, Jun 16 - Kippax Knights (a)

Saturday, Jun 23 - Warrington Wizards (a)
Saturday, Jun 30 - Hemel Stags (h) '
Saturday, Jul 7 - Bramley Buffaloes (h)

Saturday, Jul 21 - Coventry Bears (a)

Saturday, Jul 28 - St Albans Centurions (h)
Saturday, Aug 4 - Huddersfield Underbank R (a)
Sunday, Aug 12 - Bristol Sonics (h)

Saturday, Aug 18 - Bramley Buffaloes (a)

Sunday, Sep 2 - Kippax Knights (h)

19



Y’ CHAMPIONSHIPS

Good for every pass, every tackle,
~every feint, every grubber,

every up and under, every play the

ball, every restart, every dropout,

every scrum, every turnover, every

hooter, every player, every fan.

The co-operative good for everyone

food | bank | travel | pharmacy | funeralcare

co-operative.co.uk

LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

CHAMPION
FOR CHARITY

SATURDAY 12TH MAY
HEADINGLEY CARNEGIE STADIUM

Zip-wire across Headingley Carnegie Stadium at over 30mph!

Take the plunge and raise money to help disadvantaged young people. The zip-wire will
feature at our community carnival where there will be lots of activites throughout the day
for the whole family.

ross the Headingley Carneige Stadium

ness World Records

1 tickets, rugby memorabilia and much more

For further information please see www.leedsmet.ac.uk/giving
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the voice of Rughy League - every Monday

From

What a team!
John Kear

Wales to Wollongong, one newspaper

brings vou the latest news, hard-hitting views
and in-depth analysis on Rugby League - the

Greatest Game! Join in our weekly Tipping

The voice of experience, with an
unparalleled insight into RL

Andy Wilson

The Guardian’s top writer brings
the inside view on the game

Danny Lockwood

Youw’ll be in stitches - or furious!
Unique, hard-hitting analysis

Ray French
He’s been there, seen it, and got
all the t-shirts - Mr Rugby League

Dave ‘Nosey’ Parker

Love him or hate him, no one digs
up the dirt quite like Nosey

Steve Prescott MBE

A true RL legend, keeping you in
touch with the heart of the game

SUBSCRIBE TO LEAGUE WEEKLY
12-months for £80 or 6-months for £40
Name:

Address:

contest, win top prizes and tickets, get to
REALLY know the stars, follow the stats and

keep up with evervthing that counts!
EVERY MONDAY
JUST £1.50

Postcode: Phone:

email:

merchandise — at www.theleagueshop.co.uk

Make cheques payable to League Weekly and send to League Weekly, 1 Oates St, Dewsbury, W. Yorks
WF13 1BB. Or you can order your subscription online — and check out lots of dedicated Rugby League

To order your subscription over the phone and pay by debit/credit card, ring us on 01924 666433.

ITH the possible exception of Denis
WBetts, who cheekily told Richard
Mathers to ‘man up’ after the

Wakefield man dared to mention having
the skin shaved off his elbows and knees at
Widnes recently, | think we probably all agree
that rugby league players are a tough breed.

| remember watching Shaun Edwards play most
of the 1990 Wembley final with his face half
caved in after
having his eye socket and cheekbone smashed
early on.
Probably the most famous example of rugby
league grit though was the Rorke’s Drift Test
1958 when Alan Prescott captained Great Britain
to victory over Australia, playing 77 minutes with
a broken arm
But it is the heroics of his namesake Steve
Prescott, a Challenge Cup winner with St Helens
in 1996 and 1997, that left me astounded this
week.
He may no longer be playing the game but the
former England full back continues to display the
remarkable robustness we have come to expect
from our rugby league men.

f you missed it, the terminal cancer sufferer has
planned two jaw-dropping charity challenges for
this year.
Mission number one involves him not only on
running the Paris and London marathons, but
making his own way from the finish line in France
to the start line in London. That means cycling
hundreds of miles and kayaking across the
English Channel/
Then, after just a few months recovery, he starts
his second crazy fundraiser.
Within the space of 48 hours he will swim across
the River Humber, cycle 124miles across the
country to the River Mersey, swim that then
run to Manchester and kayak 26 miles up the
Bridgewater canal to Old Trafford ahead of the
Super League Grand Final.
It is a schedule so astounding that it is easy for

forget that Steve was given six months to live
when a huge tumour was detected in his stomach
six years ago.

When doctors delivered the news to Steve in
2006 he had two choices: give up or grab every
moment.

The dad-of-two firmly chose the latter.

But he didn't just opt to take the most out of life
for himself, he resolved to help others too.

With more than £350,000 already raised through
his charitable foundation, which supports the
Rugby League Benevolent Fund and cancer
charities, he shows no intention of slowing down.
We are privileged to have Steve write a regular
column for League Weekly, keeping us up to
date with his foundation’s work and his bonkers,
gruelling, physical challenges.

But even so his latest venture left me

truly gobsmacked and in awe of his steely
determination.

Certainly no one could ever tell Steve he needs
to ‘man up’.

. Contributions to the Steve Prescott
Foundation can be made online at: www.
steveprescottfoundation.co.uk

For more from League Weekly including our
columnists John Kear, Andy Wilson, Steve
Prescott, Ray French, Maurice Bamford and our

outspoken publisher,
Danny Lockwood,
why not subscribe?
It costs from just £40
for six months. For
details call Michaela
on 01924 666433,

Also, follow us on
twitter
@LeagueWeekly

LEAGUEWEEKLY

Rebecca Smith, Editor

every Monday

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM
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YOUR COPY!

NEWS
VIEWS

STATS &
INTERVIEWS

MATCH REPORTS
ACTION SHOTS

RESULTS &
FIXTURES

LEAGUE TALK

MAILBAG

NRL news & |
match reports g §

“-INFACT.....

hother Grand Final i
ick to Old Trafford

MONDAY
morning
Rugby League’s

Summer

and Winter, T ) { TOP SELLING
Schools, Amateurs, ﬁ, 2 | A y publication
Kids and Juniors, ———

Academy, ~ e e

D —

K
Championship and Championship 1, e
Super League, internationals (and not forgetting those ‘old’ Masters) ... ..
on field and off WE‘VE GOT IT COVERED.
Up to 44 full colour pages every week of the year. Don’t miss it!

NEW SEASON STARTING ~ WHY NOT PUT IN A REGULAR ORDER AT YOUR NEWSAGENT?

or take out a subscription via our website at: www.totalrl.com/shop or call us on 01484 401895

“

co-operative CHAMPIONSHIP TALK

¢ Gareth Walker in association with fEague EXI'ESS

T was great to see common

I sense finally prevailing when the
Championship One clubs to voted

to change their promotion system for

this season.

The previous method of promoting the
champions, two Grand Finalists and next
highest placed team was too convoluted,
and had caused concern with some.

Now, the top four teams in Championship
One will earn the golden ticket to the
new-look Championship in 2013, and the
coaches in the competition have backed
their chairmen’s decision.

“I think it's the common sense thing to do,”
Workington Town joint coach Gary Charlton
said of the changes.

“I think it's only right that whoever are
the best four teams over the course of the
season should be the ones that go up.

"I don't think it would be right if someone
came along and took your place from sixth
or seventh.”

Doncaster coach Tony Miller agreed.

“| think it makes sense that you're judged
on your performances through the course of
the season,” Miller said.

“If we did it through the play-offs there was
a scenario where you could finish near the
top but not get promoted.

“It’s such a big thing for clubs to get
promoted this year that it needs to be clear
cut.”

There will still be a top six play-offs in the
competition, with the winners of the Grand
Final deemed the champions.

[eague Express

01484 401895 www.totalrl.com
WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

The recent adverse weather meant that the
Northern Rail Cup got off to a staccato start
last weekend, but there was still plenty of
quality action.

The match of the day undoubtedly came
at Cougar Park, where three late Batley tries
helped the Bulldogs to a potentially crucial
22-16 win at Keighley.

Jason Demetriou’s side had led for the
majority of the game and were 12 points in
front at one stage, before Danny Maun, Mark
Applegarth and Gareth Potts sealed what
John Kear described as a “fantastic” win.

Elsewhere, Sheffield Eagles also had
to come from behind against a gutsy
Workington Town side, who also led for
half the clash before a late Eagles charge,
inspired by hooker Andrew Henderson.

Leigh Centurions continued their excellent
start to life under new coach Paul Rowley by
beating Barrow Raiders, with Stuart Littler
and Ryan Brierley both scoring try doubles.

And Halifax laid down a marker for the
tenure of their new boss Karl Harrison by
comprehensively beating Championship
rivals Dewsbury 36-6, with Paul Handforth
pulling the strings from halfback.

No doubt there will be a host of other eye-
catching performances this weekend.

The pick of the games sees Sheffield and
Leigh put their good starts to the campaign
on the line at Don Valley Stadium, while
there is a fascinating all-Championship One
derby between Barrow and Workington.
Enjoy your Northern Rail Cup action.

For the BEST Co-operative
CHAMPIONSHIP COVERAGE
MORE PAGES EVERY WEEK
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NAME SPONSOR
Jamie Acton
Ashley Bateman Gareth and Julie Laugharne
Joe Burke Unite
~ Phil Carleton Apollo Scaffolding Neat
Curtis Cunningham  Ensinger Precision Engineering
Neil Dallimore Adrian Hawes
Dale Evans
~ Lewis Fox
Dalton Grant Mr and Mrs Dennis Morgan
James Greenwood
~ David James Spectre Antiques - a Burvis Adventures Boo
cott Leatherbarrow
Alistair McDonald Joe McKennaAuto Electrical Skewen
~ Tom Morgan Oaktree Construction
athan Mossop ewis and Vicky
~ Shaun Owens
Steve Parry The Goodman Family
~ Rodney Peake nllidiart Arms, Aberystw
Alan Pope
Lewis Reece ian Golden and baby

~ Jamie Rooney 9-3 Change Management

Chris Vitalini eoffrey Harris and Ozzie
Liam Watton LBF Dental Laborato

~ Callum Wilkinson

VE RLFANS.COM

the worlds most popular Rugby League website.

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM




ARTISAN FLOORING LTD -

' _p )
We specialise in the installation of contract and
domestic floor coverings in the domestic and

commercial market including carpet, carpet tiles,
safety vinyl, wood and laminate flooring.

Unit 8, Gilsea Park, Mona Close,
Enterprise Park, Swansea, SA6 8RJ.

Tel: 01792 799889 Fax:01792 701753

http://www.artisan-flooring.co.uk/

FEBRUARY

Northern Rail Cup

Sun 12th Feb KO: 15:00, Spotland Stadium
Rochdale Hornets v South Wales Scorpions P-P
Sun 19th Feb KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Oldham RLFC

NEXT Sun 26th Feb KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath

Admission to home games
only £12 per adult, £7 for
concessions. £3 for juniors
aged 12-16 and free for jun-

GAME South Wales Scorpions v London Skolars iors aged 11 and under.

MARCH

Sat 3rd Mar KO: 19:00, Stade des Minimes
Toulouse Olympique v South Wales Scorpions
Cooperative Championship 1

Sun 11th Mar KO: 15:00, Gateshead IS
Gateshead Thunder v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 18th Mar KO: 13:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Workington Town

APRIL

Sun 1st Apr KO: 15:00, Keepmoat Stadium
Doncaster RLFC v South Wales Scorpions

Mon 9th Apr KO: TBC, Wrexham F

North Wales Crusaders v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 22nd Apr KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Whitehaven RLFC

MAY

Sun 6th May KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Barrow Raiders

Sun 13th May KO: 15:00, New River Stadium
London Skolars v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 20th May KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Rochdale Hornets
Sun 27th May KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Oldham RLFC

JUNE

Sun 10th Jun KO: 15:00, Recreation Ground
Whitehaven RLFC v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 24th Jun KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v London Skolars

JULY

Sun 1st Jul KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Doncaster RLFC
Sun 15th Jul KO: 13:00, Derwent Park
Workington Town v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 22nd Jul KO: 15:00, Whitebank Stadium
Oldham RLFC v South Wales Scorpions

AUGUST

Sun 5th Aug KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v N W Crusaders

Sun 12th Aug KO: 15:00, Spotland Stadium
Rochdale Hornets v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 19th Aug KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Gateshead Thunder

SEPTEMBER
Sun 2nd Sep KO: 15:00, Craven Park
Barrow Raiders v South Wales Scorpions

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

Visit our website for full
stats and match reports on
our games.

= TOMO S ——

WATKIN

THE GREAT ALES OF WALES

i )

Tel: 01792 560020
Fax: 01792 579055

http//www.tomoswatkin.com/

SPONSORS OF THE SOUTH WALES
SCORPIONS MAN OF THE MATCH

Please see this column each week for the
man of the match from the last home game.
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ot SOUTH WALES

=~  SCORPIONS

Jamie Acton
Ashley Bateman
Joe Burke
Phil Carleton
Curtis Cunningham
Neil Dallimore
Dale Evans
Lewis Fox
Dalton Grant
James Greenwood
David James
Scott Leatherbarrow
Alistair McDonald
Joe McKenna
Tom Morgan
Nathan Mossop
Shaun Owens
Steve Parry
Rodney Peake
Alan Pope
Lewis Reece
Louis Robinson
Chris Vitalini
Liam Watton
Callum Wilkinson

Referee: Peter Brooke
Touchjudges: B Logan, S Kilpatrick
Fourth official: T Owen

Match Comissioner: Alan Smith

30

Ben Heaton
Lucas Onyango
Marcus St Hilaire
Jack Bradbury
John Gillam
Dave Ellison
Neil Roden
Mickey Diveney
Jason Boults
Danny Whitmore
Andy Isherwood
Ben Wood
Valu Bentley
Chris Clarke
Luke Sutton
Liam Gilchrist
John Clough
Alistair Williams
Scott Mansfield
Mark Brocklehurst
Tom Wood-Hulme
Paul Noone
Martin Roden
Matthew Fogarty
Shaun Robinson
Luke Stenchion
Carl Fober
Mick Fogerty

TICKET HOTLINE 01443 843737

The big news is, the great sound of Real Radio can
now be heard loud and clear by everyone in North
and Mid Wales too. From Cardiff to Caernarfon, we're
now covering the whole of Wales for the first time
ever. As the biggest commercial radio station, you can
enjoy the biggest and best in music, chat, fun and
competitions, wherever in Wales you are. So switch
on. We'll make your day in a very big way.

Find your frequency at

www.redlradio.co.uk/wales



