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Oldham

Miles Greenwood
John Gillam
Mark McCulley
Matthew Fogarty
Paul Ballard

Neil Roden
Jamie Dallimore
Jason Boults
JohnClough
Bruce Johnson
Chris Clarke
Paul Smith

Valu Bentley
Danny Whitmore
Liam Gilchrist
Dave Ellison
Paul Noone

Neil Rigby
Lucas Onyango
Shaun Robinson
Michael Ward

Referee J Leahy Touch Judges R Webb TJ N Walker Reserve Referee D Tindall Match Commissioner
J Holdsworth - Sponsored by H Mullaney & son Skip Hire and Recycling
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Tommy Saxton

Sam Smeaton

Gareth Raynor —— \\
Kyle Briggs e 3 J" - -
Liam Finn '

Stewart Dickens
Ben Kaye

Nathan Freer

Jon Grayshon'
Tim Spears

Jon Hepworth
Andy Kain
Dominic Maloney
Matty Dale
Andrew Bostock
Michael Haley
Mufura Muvududa
James Lockwood
Greg Worthington

Tangi Ropati Sunday 12th February 2012

Featherstone Rovers
The Northern Rail Cup
Kick-0ff 3:00pm
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RAILCUP
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Good for every pass, every tackle,
every feint, every grubber,

every up and under, every play the
ball, every restart, every dropout,
every scrum, every turnover, every
hooter, every player, every fan.

The co-operative good for everyone

food | bank | travel | pharmacy | funeralcare

co-operative.co.uk
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with Chris Hamilton

Today’s game will, no matter what, be
one of our toughest matches for a long
time given the quality that Rovers have in
their team. For our part the close season
recruitment has gone well with quality
players - proven at Championship level
and beyond - joining the club and with
the retention of the vast majority of last
seasons players we have had a continuity
which has been missing in part over the
recent past.

Several of those players re signing are
like new players as, due to injuries, they
played so little rugby last season and that
ultimately cost us dear. The lads will be
raring to go today and your support, as
ever, is vital.

The pre season programme has been
badly disrupted with the weather but the
two games we have played have seen
encouraging performances all over the
pitch. Lets hope we can continue that to-
day. Over the coming weeks we will be
providing more details regarding the im-
provement work to be carried out at the

ground.

We are acutely aware of the need to im-
prove the facilities and although we have
not been in a position to provide too much
in the way of public information since we
held the open meeting towards the end of
last year there has been an awful lot of
work going on behind the scenes to ad-
vance matters with a series of meetings
being held, not only with our own archi-
tects, surveyors and quantity surveyors
but also outside bodies including the RFL,
the council and private sector organisa-
tions. The frustration as always is for us,
like you, that until a lot of this background
work is completed we have to keep things
in house. You can be assured, however,
that it is not a project that is not receiving
a lot of attention but unfortunately these
things do always take longer than anybody

would like for a whole variety of reasons.

Continued Page 4....



LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

CHAMPION
FOR CHARITY

SATURDAY 12TH MAY
HEADINGLEY CARNEGIE STADIUM

Zip-wire across Headingley Carnegie Stadium at over 30mph!

Take the plunge and raise money to help disadvantaged young people. The zip-wire will
feature at our community carnival where there will be lots of activites throughout the day
for the whole family.

- Zip-wire across the Headingley Carneige Stadium
- Help break two Guinness World Records

- Assail the climbing wall

- Play target archery

- Enjoy the community carnival

- Win tickets, rugby memorabilia and much more

For further information please see www.leedsmet.ac.uk/giving
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JROOM with Chris Hamilton

The current economic climate is certainly
another factor that cannot be ignored and
this has served - just as it will have done
at every other club in some shape or form
- to present new challenges as we now all
live in a very different world to what we
have done before.

| have always strived to do my best for the
club, sometimes with little or no support,
but everybody who is part of the current
improvement process will tell you how
determined we are to move things along
as soon as possible.

There is no doubt also that you as fans
have an impo'rtant part to play as we seek
to achieve our collective goals. The sup-
port of the fans will be instrumental in
reaching them and there will be several
ways in which this can materialise de-
tails of which will also be finalised soon.
The start of the season not only sees
new players but also new sponsors and
| would personally like to thank our new
main sponsors A Plant for their support

this year, together with our new kit

supplier Azzurri and new kit sponsors
Elite Print Solutions, County Car and Van
Hire and long time sponsors H. Mullaney
and Sons Ltd.

With 2012 being the 15th anniversary
of the new club it is a significant year in
many respects which is a theme which
will, no doubt develop, over the coming
weeks. Other long term supporters of the
club such as Wrigley Claydon Solicitors,
OCL, the Oldham Chronicle, Specsav-
ers and General and Medical have again
demonstrated their commitment to the
cause and we are very grateful for the
support of all these companies.

As ever, please get behind the lads today
as we face a tough challenge but as al-

ways we wouldn’t have it any other way!

Enjoy the game.

Christopher
Hamilton

Chairman
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with Tony B

Ty thefrain

Side-step traffic and
high fuel costs with
Northern Rail

Proud sponsor of Rugby League. 8

Robbie Hunter-Paul is an ambassador for the Northern Rail Cup.

northernrailorg

Well that's another preseason completed.
Twelve weeks of blood, sweat and tears
in preparation for another very important
season. I've just witnessed the total com-
mitment and sacrifices made by up to 30
men as they fight for the opportunity to
represent Oldham RLFC in the coming
season and I'm very proud of each and
every one of them.

We have assembled a very exciting squad
capable of competing with the best in the
2012 season. 17 players were retained
from 2011, four of those are returning
from long term injuries so can almost be
treated as new. players. We welcome 7 ex-
citing new players in Bruce Johnson, Chris
Murphy, Danny Heaton, Miles Greenwood,
Neil Rigby, Paul Smith and Paul Ballard
and of course offer a heartfelt welcome to
their families. Most exciting for me is the
promotion of 6 more players from our Un-
der 23 Team with Alex Thompson, Danny
Langtree, David Cookson and Jamie Dal-
limore promoted from last season’s team,

followed by the rapid promotion of Jack

Reid and Tom Rigby from this sea-
sons Under 23's. We've blended a nice
balance of youthful enthusiasm and
hard-headed professional experience.
The tough decisions in selecting the team
for today’s game is where we earn our
money and you don’t have to worry be-
cause whoever they are they’ll be proudly
wearing Oldham shirts, true Roughyeds
giving their heart and soul. We are really
looking forward to this game and build-

ing our game week on week from here.

Tony
Benson

+; Head Coach

Oldham Rugby League
Football Club

How get in touch with us:

Phone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Skype: Oldham.rlfc

Email: janetorlfc@btconnect.com
Twitter - Oldham Roughyeds

Facebook Oldham RLFC-The Roughyeds




Alex Thompson:
Loose Forward
Born 11-02-90
Sponsor: WILSCAFF

Matthew Fogarty:
Centre

Born 16-02-92
Sponsor: Rob the
Gardener

Shaun Robinson
Winger/ FullBack,
Born 13-07-89

Sponsor: Hillcrest

Danny Whitmore
Hooker

Born 22-12-88
Sponsor:

Danny Heaton:
Prop-Forward
Born 19-04-1981
Sponsor:

John Gillam:

Winger

Born 15-10-84
Sponsor: Nigel Marland

Back Row Forward

Born 29-03-89
Sponsor: Paul Whalley &
Kyle Cook

~ Jason Boults:

Prop Forward

Born 07-09-83
Sponsor: Sue & Spanish
' Roughyeds

Electrical Contracting Itd.

Jamie Dallimore:
Halfback

Born 20-08-88
Sponsor: The Junction

David Cookson:
Backrow Forward Centre
Born 01-10-88
Sponsor: Oldham RLFC
Players Association

Mark Brocklehurst
Utility Back

Born 27-09-85
Sponsor: John Barratt

Liam Gilchrist:
Prop-Forward

Born 28-03-89
Sponsor: ORSA

Mark McCully
Centre

Born 24-10-79
Sponsor:

John Clough:

Hooker

Born 13-09-84
Sponsor: Mick Harrop

Paul Smith:

Back Row Forward
Born 17-05-77
Sponsor: John & Lynda
McAndrew

Neil Rigby:

Back Row Forward
Born 05-02-86
Sponsor: ORSA

B b bokobojo

David Ellison:

Prop Forward

Born 02-04-82
Sponsor: June & Julie
Hibbert

Valu Bentley:

Back Row Forward
Born 09-10-82
Sponsor: Sylvia David &
Margaret

Bruce Johnson:
Prop-Forward
Born 26-01-84
Sponsor:

Lucas Onyango:
Winger

Born 112-04-81
Sponsor: Pam Taylor
&TTX

Miles Greenwood:
FullBack,

Born 30-07-87
Sponsor: AMP Wire

Jack Reid:
Utility

Born 24-03-91
Sponsor:

Paul Bollard:
Full Back Winger
Born 04-09-84
Sponsor:

Neil Roden:

Half Back

Born 09-04-80
Sponsor: 0JT Commu-
nications

Luke Stenchion:
& . Prop Forward,
" ! Born 15-02-86
' Sponsor: Maureen &
Peter Woodhead

~ Paul Noone:
Back row Forward
Born 22-04-11
Sponsor: Levers Fish
and Chip restaurant

Chris Murphy:
FullBack,
Born 19-09-89
Sponsor:

Tom Righy:
Utility Back
Born 06-12-90
Sponsor:

Michael Ward:
Back Row Forward
Born 10-02-91
Sponsor: Pizza Hut
Oldham

.z, Player PenPics
X 2012

To sponsor any of our players please contact Janet: 01616283677
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Full Name: Paul Smith

DOB: 17/5/1977

Place of birth: Hull

Amateur Club(s): West Hull, Eccles

Previous clubs: Swinton, Rochdale, Huddersfield,
Halifax and Leigh.

Playing position: Back Row Forward

All time favourite player: Alfy Langer

Favourite ground: Headingley

Career Highlight: Playing in 2006 Challenge Cup final
for Huddersfield v St Helens.

Hopes for the future: To help Oldham get promotion
and to be able to continue in the game for as long as

possible.

Signature




POWER BDY D IGN
Websites for less,designed by the best

DO YOU WANT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS?

WE ARE A FRIENDLY WEB DESIGN BUSINESS THAT PRIDES
OURSELVES ON HELPING YOU AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

Website Design

Search Engine Optimisation (S.E.O)
E-Commerce

Hosting .
Facebook, Twitter Social Intergration

We even offer a service to look after
your website if you are struggling for
time to update it independently.

Based in Grotton
www.power-by-design.co.uk

lephone: 07425 145997
mail: info@power-by-design.co.uk

Many see the signing of vastly experienced
back row forward Paul Smith as pivotal for
this very important season for the Roughy-
eds. At 34 he has a wealth of experience
and knowledge which could be vital to
bring on the very talented young players in
the squad this season.

Roughyed’s chairman, Chris Hamilton said on
signing him, “At 34 he is still very fit with great
enthusiasm for the game. He’s got a football
brain and good ball skills, but in addition to his
own skills he will be a mentor for some of the
less experienced players.”

Paul started his rugby league career as an
exciting young forward at Swinton, and then
moved to Rochdale Hornets. It was there that
his great potential was recognised by Hudder-
sfield Giants who took him into Super League
in2004.

He made 69 Super league appearances for the
Giants between 2004 and 2006, the highlight
being the 2006 Challenge Cup Final at Twick-
enham against St Helens which Huddersfield
lost 42-12.

He then spent four years at Halifax before
returning to his first club, Swinton as Player
Coach in 2010. “That didn’t work out for me,”
said Paul. “It was difficult to combine playing
and coaching and it made me realise | wanted
to continue in a playing role for as long as pos-
sible and then take up coaching when my body
finally tells me it’s time to stop.”

He left Swinton before the end of the season
and had a brief spell at Leigh before rejoining
Halifax where he thoroughly enjoyed his rugby
last season.

Paul seems to have settled in nicely at Old-
ham where he has captained the side in the
two friendlies against Whitehaven and St Hel-
ens. “It’s a very friendly almost family like
run club,” said Smith, “And I've been very
impressed with the performances and com-
mitment of the young players. Their perfor-
mances in the two friendlies have belied their
tender years and lack of experience, especially
in the hard conditions both these games were
played in. With the right guidance these lads
have a great future in the game. | will do ev-
erything | can to help them develop further, but
my priority at the moment has to be to get my
own level of performance right before | think of
anything else.” “We haven't set ourselves any
goals yet, but it's pretty obvious that promo-
tion to the Championship will be number one
on the list and with the fine blend of youth and
experience we have in the squad this is a very
achievable goal. Let's hope we’re not hit with
the high number of injuries the club had last
year and we can fulfil the real potential that
this squad of players has.” he added.

Born in Hull, Smith studied for a maths degree
at Salford University and has lived in this area
ever since. He now lives in Bolton and teaches
maths and PE at a Salford school.

Paul S—m—iﬂi:

Back Row Forward




\E NEW BOYS

THE NEW BOYS

PAUL SMITH (see centre spread)

BRUCE JOHNSON

Bruce has still to make his senior

Oldham debut after coming to the

club last June with great expec-

tations only to severely damage

a finger while playing for the
trophy-winning under-23s.

So in that respect, he is another new addition to
coach Tony Benson's first-team squad.

“| was plagued with injury last year, but with
more luck this time around | want to impress
Roughyeds supporters and show them what | can
do at first-team level.” Big, strong and aggres-
sive, Johnson knows his way around Champion-
ship One rugby, having been a front-line prop at
Swinton for five seasons before coming to Old-
ham.

He signed for St Helens as a boy, spent four

years at Knowsley Road, and then had a season
at Widnes before signing for the Lions, for whom
he played more than 100 senior games.
Coach, Benson said “He was desperately unlucky
to be injured just before he was due to step up to
the first team at Gateshead at the end of June. I'm
very pleased to have him on board again. Hope-
fully, he will have better luck in 2012 than he had
in 2011. He has a big-volume game in which he
gets through loads of tackling. On attack, he'll
take the ball up all day and get in a good, quick
play-the-ball.

NEIL RIGBY

Neil has signed for Roughyeds

in order to challenge himself

in new surroundings. After five

years at St Helens and four at

Swinton Lions, the 25-year-old

second-row forward turned down an opportunity
to go up with Swinton next year and play in the
Co-operative Championship.

“I was in their plans,” he said, “but | was desper-
ate for a change of scenery. | was in a comfort
zone --- comfortable in my surroundings and

breezing along. Moving to Oldham, new club, new
coach, new team mates, will give me the kick up
the backside | need.” Rigby, reared on rugby in
his home town of St Helens, signed for Saints
from amateurs Blackbrook when he was 16 and
in the next few years passed through the Know-
sley Road academy system alongside Gareth
Langley and Craig Littler, who were later to join
the Roughyeds.

He was named Lions' man-of-steel in his first
year at Swinton and'in the following season both
supporters and fellow players voted him their
player of the year.

A family man with two small children, Rigby
works full time in St Helens with young people
who have been excluded from school -- a simi-
lar job to that done by his new Roughyeds team
mate, John Clough. Oldham team boss Benson
said, “He's tailor-made for the way we,play, he’s
strong, pacy, good in defence, has a good pass
and runs good lines. He will be a big addition to
the squad.”

CHRIS MURPHY
Chris is a 22 year old full back.

North Wales, Rochdale Hor-
nets and newly-promoted Swin-
ton Lions were also interested at
looking at the former Warrington
Wolves youngster, who spent five years with
the Super League club after signing scholarship
forms when he was 16. On leaving the Wolves,
he opted to sign a full-time contract with French
club Carcassonne, but things didn't work out for
him as expected . He was back in England within
three months, signing for Leigh
Centurions but breaking an ankle in his first game

Murphy worked his way up through the acad-
emy and reserve teams at Warrington and also
played in a couple of first-team friendlies.

He added: “I loved it there. | owe a lot to the
Wolves coaches for the work they did with me
during my five years at the club. | didn’t want to
leave, but | had to move on in order to advance my
career.“France was okay, but it was very different

to what | had expected. | knew there would be
differences in language and culture, and things
like that, but the style of rugby was also differ-
ent to anything | had been used to previously. I'm
looking forward to playing again after being out
for such a long time and hopefully doing enough
to stake a claim for the full-back'’s job. I've played
a bit on the wing, but full-back is my real position
and the one | most enjoy playing.”

MILES GREENWOOD

THREE weeks after the launch of

a fans’ fund to buy new players,

Oldham RL Club used it to pull

off a coup and bring Oldham-

born Miles Greenwood, one of

the best and most experienced full-backs outside
Super League to the Roughyeds on a season-long
contract after spending the last four years with
Championship side Halifax.

A cousin of former St Helens and England

star Kyle Eastmond, he played for St Anne’s as a
boy and, like his cousin, signed for Saints when
he was 15. During his time at Knowsley Road, he
had a spell on loan at Widnes, followed by a year
at Leigh and then four seasons at Halifax. Despite
missing most of 2010 with a knee injury, 24-year-
old Greenwood scored 38 tries in 79 games for
Halifax, for whom he was voted players' player of
the year in 2011.
“| regard the opportunity to play for my home
town as a major honour, said Miles. It's a first for
me, but I've got a buzz about it already. | want
to do my town proud and help my town team to
progress.”

Coach Benson lauded Greenwood a “class
act”. “He's unpredictable, he'll pop up anywhere
and he has loads of skill. Furthermore, he's pas-
sionate about playing for his home town team and
he has settled so well into the group that he ap-
pears to have been here for a long time. That's
always a good sign.”

TOM RIGBY and JACK REID
Both Tom and Jack joined the Roughyeds from
Widnes Vikings, initially with the intention of

playing in Paul Ashton’s Re-
serves. But utility back, Rigby
and stand off/hooker Reid im-
pressed coach Paul Ashton so
much that he recommended
that they both train with the
first team squad and they im-
mediately caught the eye of
head coach Tony Benson

They were both regular mem-
bers of the Viking’s under-23s
side which finished top of the Reserves Cham-
pionship last season and lost to Oldham 29 - 24
in the play off final. Rigby, a close friend of Old-
ham’s young forward Alex Thompson, played on
the left wing for Widnes in that final, while Reid
turned out at loose-forward.

“They are both good players,” said Ashton. “We
learned a lot about the Widnes lads while playing
them four times last season and these two were
always going to be on our ‘wanted’ list if they ever
became available, which they did when Widnes
got into Super League.”

PAUL BALLARD

The club completed the signing
of 27 year old Paul Ballard at the
end of January. The flyer, who
played under coach Tony Benson
at Leigh, arrived on a deal to the
30th of November, after fully recovering from a
knee operation following an injury at his last club,
Blackpool. He can play on the wing, at full back
and at centre and is a player Benson has targeted
because of his extensive experience both in the
Championship and Super League.

Ballard moved to Widnes following his spell at
Leigh and then onto the now defunct Celtic Cru-
saders playing in all three professional divisions
with that club following their rise through the pro-
fessional ranks.

After a successful spell playing Super League
with the South Wales club and their subsequent
demise he played for Blackpool in the 2010
season where he suffered the injury which saw




CAR & VAN
RENTAL

Corner of Cross Street, Oldham

WE’'VE GOT TRANSPORT
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« Car Hire

« Van Hire

- Flexible Contracts
» Vehicle Sales

- Professional Valeting
- Fleet Management
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% THE NEW BOYS cont..

him make the decision to not play at all in 2011
in order to get himself back to full fitness ready
for this year.

Ballard is known for his pace and try scoring ability
and is sure to be a strike player for the club who
are delighted to confirm his capture despite com-
petition from other clubs including Barrow where
his brother, and former Oldham player Andy, is still
playing.

DANNY HEATON

FORMER Widnes, Halifax and

Swinton prop Danny Heaton de-

cided to kick start his career with

Oldham, in September of last

year.

“'m 30", said Danny. “And as

props peak somewhere between the ages of 27
to 33, | should now be at my strongest and most
knowledgeable.”

Heaton, an electrician by trade, who has signed a
one-year contract, was the first of Tony Benson's
2012 newcomers — an experienced heavyweight

who will be expected to provide the pack with an
old head and to beef-up the front-row. Warrington-
born, he began his rugby career with the Wolves
where he spent two years in the reserves. He then
had two seasons at Swinton, one at Widnes and
two at Halifax before he went back to Swinton for
the 2009 and 2010 campaigns.

At the end of the 2010 season he decided to have
a break. “| wasn't enjoying my rugby any more. |
had lost the appetite for it. Tony (Benson) rang me
about joining Oldham back then, but | wasn’t ready
to sign for another pro club. | enjoyed the break,
but then | had a game for Warrington amateurs
Woolston, my old club, and got the itch back again.
Now, | can’t wait to get cracking. Knocks and nig-
gling injuries are long gone.”

" UNITS 3-7, LADY ROAD, ST JOHN'S IND EST. LEES,
OLDHAM. 0L4 3DZ

ExcLusIVE SPEcIAL DISCOUNTS FOR SUPPORTERS

JUST BRING THIS ADVERT

MON-FRI 8AM - 9PM
SAT & SUN 10AM - 4PM

PERSONAL TRAINERS AVAILABLE FROM £15 AN
HOUR (MEN AND LADYS)




&% 2012 Fixtures

Oldham RLFC Northern Rail Cup and Cooperative Championship One

FEBRUARY NRC Sunday 12 Featherstone H  3:00pm
NRC Sunday 19 South Wales A 3:.00pm
NRC Sunday 26* Dewsbury H  3:00pm
MARcH NRC Sunday 4" Keighley A 2:00pm
cC1 Sunday 11" Workington A 3:00pm
cc1 Sunday 18" Gateshead H  3:00pm
Sunday 25" Carnegie Challenge Cup Round 3
ApriL cc1 Sunday 1* Barrow H "3:00pm
cc Friday 6* Rochdale A TBC
Sunday 15" Carnegie Challenge Cup Round 4
CcC1 Sunday 22 London A ¢+ 3:00pm
Sunday 29 Carnegie Challenge Cup Round 5
May cC1 Sunday 6" NW Crusaders H  3:00pm
cC Sunday 13* Doncaster A 3:00pm
Sunday 20" Whitehaven H  3:00pm
Sunday 27 South Wales A 3:00pm
JuNE Sunday 3¢ Euro Weekend
cC1 Sunday 10* NW Crusaders A 2:30pm
Sunday 17 Northern Rail Cup Quarter Final
cc1 Sunday 24* Rochdale H  3:00pm
Juy cC1 Sunday 1% Whitehaven A 3:00pm
Sunday 8" Northern Rail Cup Semi-Final
cc1 Sunday 15" London H 3:00pm
cc1 Sunday 22" South Wales H  3:00pm
Sunday 29" Northern Rail Cup Final
August cC1 Sunday 5" Barrow A 3:00pm
cC1 Sunday 12 Doncaster H  3:00pm
cC1 Sunday 19* Workington H  3:00pm
Saturday 26"  Carnegie Challenge Cup Final
SEPTEMBER cC1 Sunday 2™ Gateshead A 3:00pm

Sunday & Co-Operative Championships Play Off Games
Sunday 16* Co-Operative
Championships Play Off Games

Sunday 23° Co-Operative Championships Play Off Games
Sunday 30 Co-operative Championships Grand Final
OcroBer Saturday 6 Super League Grand Final

NORTHERN
RAILCUP
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With vou from
touchline fo
tryline

Unrivalled
coverage of
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Workin7
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Your local daily
newspaper .
in print and online

1 — Chronicle — Chronicle
e Oldham t saddleworth

Telephone 0161 633 2121

Email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk
Website: www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk




