THE directors of Oldham RLFC
(1997) Ltd have confirmed they are
in talks to obtain a licence for the
use of the ground and facilities at
Andrew Street, off Broadway, home
of Chadderton Football Club.

THE directors of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd
have confirmed they are in talks to obtain a
licence for the use of the ground and
facilities at AndreWStreet off Broadway,
home of Chadderton Football Club.

Club officials fully understand that
supporters are thirsting for more
information about this "exciting
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opportunity”. The directors of the club are
itching to reveal more, but they know they
must hold back further announcements
until the deal is concluded to avoid jumping
the gun on the final outcome or
jeopardising ongoing talks.

That's why chairman Bill Quinn and chief
executive Chris Hamilton issued the
following statement when news of the
club's interest in Andrew Street was made
public by other sources a few days ago.

The statement read as follows:

"Following intense speculation recently
the club can confirm that it is currently
in negotiation with various parties to
obtain a licence for the use of Andrew
Street, Chadderton, home of
Chadderton Football Club.

This situation has been ongoing for a
significant period of time throughout
which, in accordance with club policy, all
discussion and negotiation has been
done on a strictly confidential basis.

Unfortunately, due to circumstances
beyond the club's control, we have now
been informed that this situation has
been made public before negotlatlons
are concluded.

This is potentially a very exciting
opportunity for the club and for
everyone connected with it.

However, while acknowledging that our
interest in Andrew Street is now in the
public domain, the club will be making
no further comment until the
negotiations are concluded.

We would like to stress to local
residents, supporters of Chadderton FC
and fans of Oldham RLFC that our use
of this facility will not be for first-team
matches.

Furthermore, we had previously
discussed with officials of the football
club, local councillors and officers of
OMBC our intentions to involve local
residents in dicussions about the site to
allay any fears they may have had as a
result of incorrect rumours and
assumptions that have been doing the
rounds over the past few months.

This situation will not change and we
hope to be in a position to invite our
fans, local residents, councillors and
anyone else with an interest in the
development of the site to a series of
meetings once contracts have been
signed by the relevant parties."

A similar statement appears on the website
of Chadderton Football Club, who play in
the Vodkat North-West Counties League.

Roughyeds acknowledge that their
supporters will have a big part to play in the
success of the new venture and they
assure fans that they will be delighted to
provide "all the information fans want"
when the time is right.
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M

red-hot trophy favourites - a
demonstration of heroism that was
recognised by the RFL's player-of-the-
round selection panel.

“It's great to receive an award like
this,” said Robert, “and | give a big
thank-you to all concerned, but the
secret of our success was teamwork.
Every man played his part.

"We reacted positively when they came back at us
and went in front 20-18. We showed great spirit to

return the applause of jubilant Oldham fans

at the Stobart Stadium.
h A= -

Ballard the Boot plunders the
Vikings - and 'Two Bobs' lands

man-of-the- regain the lead in the 78th
round award! &  Minute and that proved
SKIPPER Robert 0“g ve s that our fitness levels were

a match for those of the
full-time professionals.”
inger Ballard continued
his impressive early-
season form with seven
goals from seven shots and
a try in the corner for good
easure - 18 points In total.
For Oldham it was the perfect start to a new season.
For Widnes, though, defeat had its repercussions. On
Monday the Vikings announced they had parted

Roberts and winger
Andy Ballard had
special reasons to
celebrate after our
terrific 22-20 win at
Widnes in a thrilling
start to our Northern
Rail Cup campaign.
Captain Courageous ‘Two Bobs' went through the
pain barrier to return to the field in the closing stages
and lead Oldham to a memorable triumph against the

crashing down

(League Express)

The official programme of Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Ltd

v Sheffield Eagles

Northern Rail Cup
Sunday 22nd February 2009 Kick-Off 3.00pm

company with coach Steve McCormack in the
aftermath of their shock home defeat and,
presumably, after a weekend of inquests.

Here is the press gang’s verdict on the night Benson’s
boys took the Stobart Stadium by storm:

WHAT THEY SAID

“Oldham turned the tables on the Northern Rail Cup
favourites with a solid display that upset the odds at
Stobart Stadium. Tony Benson and his players fancied
their chances before the game and their optimism
paid off as they outshone Widnes for periods of the
game, and deserved to win.

“Benson had done his homework. Oldham dominated
the floor and the ruck, which was pivotal to their
victory". - Martin Lace, League Express.

“The writing was on the wall very early on for the
Vikings when Roberts, ably supported by the Coyle
boys, took the game to the home side.

“James Coyle put up several bombs, one of which
was spilled by Loz Wildbore, which allowed Jason
Boults the opportunity to score by the posts and
Ballard kicked the first of his seven goals. It took
Widnes until the 26th minute to hit back.” - Graham
Lovett, League Weekly.

“The first match of the Northern Rail Cup provided a
shock with Oldham taking a thoroughly deserved win
at the home of the cup favourites. The first half saw
the Roughyeds well on top with two excellent tries, a
good kicking game and terrific defence restricting the
Vikings to a single try by ex-Oldham man Gavin
Dodd.” - Keith Potter, Oldham Advertiser.

“Ice-cool Andy Ballard got Oldham’s 2009 season off
to a magnificent start with a faultless goalkicking
display at Widnes. Two conversions, five penalties and
a first-half try gave the former Salford winger 18
points as Tony Benson's boys stunned the Northern
Rail Cup favourites with one of the club’s best all-
round performances in years.

“Committed in defence and creative in attack,
Roughyeds led 18-4 as the clock ticked up to the hour
mark and it took a disallowed try by Lee Greenwood
to provide the shell-shocked Vikings with the heart
and the will to mount a spirited fightback.” - Roger
Halstead, Roughyeds website.

“The game’s pivotal moment came on 34 minutes.
Wildbore was involved in what looked a minor fracas
with Halliwell, but referee Mr Child saw enough to
dismiss him. Two penalty goals for interference at
play-the-ball early in the second half put Widnes in a
deep hole at 18-4 down." - John Lawless, Liverpool
Echo.
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will be another difficult game against
a Sheffield team that has established
itself in the Championship over the
last couple of years.

They have made some good signings
to boost an already decent squad

As soon as he gets back, Bill will go into a strict training routine
in order to box in a charity event labelled 'The Battle at Batley

. Frontier' on April 1. Organised to benefit the Steve Prescott
Foundation, the show will be staged at the Batley Frontier,
Bradford Road, Batley and Bill's fight with RL legend Garry
Schofield will top the bill.
In his last visit to the ring at a Steve Prescott Foundation

B CITROEN C4 PICASSO

,and they will be looking to fmnsh high promotion, the Roughyeds chief won on points against Kiwi : : ééBOQSAVE AT

in the tab'le - both Nor-thern. rail an.d : Free Design and Quotation. tough guy Brad Hepi - a verdict that saw him soar up the :

Cooperative  Championship  this Kitchens Comprehensive range. rankings of rugby league's charity boxers. Caroen Ciroen Grand Pcasso

season. T By the time he climbs into the ring at Batley, Bill will be 43. He is s .
Bedrooms AESRE R Gorenje three months younger than Schofield, who will also be heavier.

The new format for this seasons
Northern Rail competition has
freshened things up and certainly
from an Oldham perspective it is
good to be playing different teams to
the ones we have played over the last
few years.

| think the new 2 divisions format is
interesting and will have fans

Appliances.
Manufacturers of Fine
bespoke Furniture

Said Bill: "Garry is a big lad, so | will have to be on my toes. | am
hoping to be a little bit lighter than last time. He won't take
things lightly. It will be a real battie."

The bill also features two Roughyeds players - Paul Reilly, who is

Home Studies

C v
v Save up to £2501 Save up to £3670

’ VISIT www.lythgoe.co.uk
set to fight Dave Downs of Featherstone Rovers, and Phil Joseph didn poL { DURS A DAY

Visit our factory showroom at:
Hargreaves Street, Off Arkwright Street,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9ND
Telephone No: 0161 626 5049

who will take on Dewsbury's Andy Burland.

A gold package costs £100 and a silver package £35, and
bookings can be made via the Frontier Club on 01924 442122,
Martin Blondel on 07971 792859 or online at
www.steveprescottfund.co.uk

L oe Oldham Midslieton Road,
Lythgoe

www lythgoe co.uk
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PLAYER
PROFILE

PAUL
HIGHTON

Environmental Solutions

'

Under One Hat

professionals in demolition, remediation and environmental solutions

Roger Halstead talks to the Oldham
prop who never lost his 'soft spot’ for
the club he cheered as a boy

LOCAL BOY
MADE GOOD
DELIGHTED
TO RETURN
TO HIS OWN
BACKYARD

WHEN a hugely experienced player
like Paul Highton has something to
say anybody with a modicum of
nous has to sit up and take note.
You don't serve Salford City Reds for 11
seasciis; play in nearly 300 games;
appear in more than 200 Super League
clashes; and play a dozen times for
Wales without acquiring the knowledge

remediation {

to become somewhat of an authority on
rugby league and its idiosyncrasies.

No doubt that weighed heavily in favour
of the 31-year-old Oldham-born prop
when Roughyeds boss Tony Benson
was balancing the credentials of the
candidates for the twin roles of vice-
captain and skipper Robert Roberts's
right-hand man and confidant.

Side by side they should do a great job
as wise old sages in the height of battle
-- as we witnessed in the thrilling win at
Widnes nine days ago --- and as leaders
of the group off the field and around the
dressing room.

Highton, for one, is excited by the
prospect of ending his playing career
with the club he supported avidly as a
boy and is even more enthusiastic about
the season that lies ahead since Benson
entrusted him with the responsibilities
that go with his appointment as vice-
captain of the club.

He was made-up by the win at Widnes
but, as you would expect from a player
who has been around long enough to
have seen it all before, he was at great
pains to keep the season's opening-day
triumph in perspective.
As a player who was in
the Salford side beaten
by Oldham at Boundary
Park in the same
competition around this
time last year, Paul is
better qualified than
most to warn of the
dangers of a side
perhaps falling in love
with itself after one
terrific performance
and a win that was
unexpected by most
people outside those
who actually made it
happen.

“We are very aware that
we made a similar start
last year," he said, "and
looking back to that
win against Salford has
brought it home to us
that all we did at
Widnes was to win one
match and get the
season off to a good

\validation start.

knotweed

Wm. Quinn Group Ltd.,

Bennett Street, Ardwick, Manchester, M12 SNL
Tel 0161 276 8160 Fax 0161 276 8167
email info@wnquinagroup.co.uk
website v.'v.w.wqu]wnngroup.couk

“We've now got to
build on that over a
long season. Sheffield
will be tough
opponents today. They
are a proud club who
are traditionally tough
opponents. Mark Aston
knows the game inside
out. It remains to be
seen whether they are
as good on their travels
as they are at the Don
Valley.

"But | know we will not
have an easy game all
season. Every side will
want to gain our scalp
because we are tipped
to do well in Co-
operative
Championship One as
well as in the Northern
Rail Cup. Every team

that plays us, certainly in the league, will
regard it as their Grand Final."

Paul, who lives in Rochdale and has two
children, Harrison (7) and Ella (2), would
have come to Oldham a year earlier had
it not been for his testimonial at The
Willows.

"When | was a lad my dad used to take
me to watch Oldham home and away,"
he said, "and I've always had a soft spot
for the club. I've always wanted to play
for them at some point in my career. Just
to play for the Roughyeds is great, but to
be given the added responsibility of
vice-captain makes it even better.

“I'm really excited about the season
ahead, and | suppose of lot of fans will
be too after the win at Widnes, but as |
have said already, we have to keep that
win in perspective.

"It was my first game for more than five
months, after an operation on a wrist,
and | was a little bit off the pace. | felt
strong and confident, but there is no
substitute for match fitness. On the plus
side, the wrist held up and | brushed off
the cobwebs. Now I'm looking forward
to the games that are coming up."
Highton's operation, a few months ago,
was to mend a wrist which has taken a
hammering over his many years in the
front-row. He damaged it two years ago,
but he kept putting off surgery until he
knew he was leaving Salford to join
Oldham.

"I didn't want to come to Oldham and
bring a medical bill with me," he
explained, "so | got the job done first. By
returning to action at Widnes I'm three
months ahead of the medical schedule,
but | was happy at how it went."

And so to the beginning. Larry Dawson,
up at Waterhead, was the biggest early
influence on the young Highton, who
was only 16 when he signed for Halifax
after choosing to join Steve Simms at
Thrum Hall ahead of the club that the
cream of the Oldham crop were all
signing for around that time ---
Warrington.

Paul had joined the trek to Wilderspool
with the likes of lestyn Harris, Paul
Sculthorpe, John Hough and lan Knott
and he was on the verge of signing when
he got a call from Malcolm Reilly at
Halifax.

first-team man, still in the centre, after
earning his stripes in the academy and
‘A’ teams.

All was going sweetly until his first
contract expired. He agreed terms on a
new deal and signed a bridging
agreement until his new contract was
drawn up. The club later withdrew the
offer, however, and put before him a new
one, slashed by half and with the
addendum that it was 'take it or leave it'
because the club held his registration.
Said Paul: "I refused to sign and the club
then transfer-listed me at £100,000. |
was only 18 and nobody was going to
buy me at that price so | sought advice
and went to a tribunal. It was in the early
days of the tribunal and the case hit the
headlines.

"I won it on 'restriction of trade' grounds
and | became a free agent. | had a brief
spell at Featherstone on loan while
awaiting the decision of the tribunal.
Once it came through | spoke to a few
clubs, but chose Salford because it was
a developing club and | thought | might
make an earlier breakthrough there than
if I had gone to a Leeds or a Bradford."
It was April, 1998 when he signed for
Salford and it was to be the start of an
11-season association with the City
Reds where he spent a “fantastic” time
at a club that was run as a tight ship by
its popular and highly-respected
chairman John Wilkinson.

Nine of those 11 seasons were in Super
League and Paul played under five
coaches --- Andy Gregory, Steve
McCormack, John Harvey, Karl Harrison
and Shaun McRae.

He named Harrison as the pick. "| felt he
was very unlucky to lose his job," said
Paul. "He was a top coach, he knew the
game inside out and he surrounded
himself with first-class assistants in
people like James Lowes and Scott
Naylor.”

All that is behind Highton now, though.
He has finally achieved his wish to wear
the colours of his home-town club and
he is relishing the prospect of helping
the Roughyeds to realise their own
ambitions in the next year or so.

LUCK OF
THE IRISH?

STEVIE Gibbons, our latest
recruit from the Emerald Isle,
must have had mixed
emotions after his debut in the
22-20 win at Widnes nine days
ago.

On the one hand the Irishman
(pictured) emerged from the bench
midway through the first half to
produce an excellent display from
dummy half in his first appearance
in the Oldham jersey.

On the other hand he picked up
damage to ligaments in the joint of
his shoulder and ended up, after the
game, in hospital waiting for x-rays.
The former London Skolars man
was unable to return to the field for
the second half after reporting in the
dressing room at half time that he
couldn't lift his arm.

What was that you said about the
luck of the Irish?

When it came to the
nitty-gritty he opted for
Halifax. He explained: g
"As a kid | was always g
alittle bit in the shadow

of lestyn and Scully, so
| thought | would do my
own thing and go in the
opposite direction. |
was ready to sign for
Warrington and there
was a wrangle when |
told them | was going
to Halifax instead. | had
decided | wanted to
take my own route, the i
Yorkshire route, so off |
went."

A centre in those days,
the young Highton
made his Fax debut at
the age of 17 and
quickly worked his way B A
through the system. By .
18 he was a regular
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LOTTERY INCOME
HELPS TO
PROVIDE A
LIFELINE

MEMBERSHIP of the club's Five Alive iottery
currently stands at 87 and club officials
would love it to top the 100 mark before what
promises to be a great season is much older.

It costs £5 a week, but benefits for regular
supporters are numerous and in addition there is a
monthly draw with a first prize of £500, a second
prize of two places in the match-day Boundary
Park hospitality suite with pre-match meal etc and
a third prize of a £25 voucher for the club shop.

Dave Whitehead, a recent winner of the £500, was
in Barcelona when a friend rang him to teil him he
was in the money courtesy of the Roughyeds and
Five Alive. "I'm stunned," he replied, "but it's great
to know there will be a cheque waiting for me
when | get home."

The current membership list of Five Alive is as
follows: John McAndrew; Saddleworth Sports; F R
Elswood; Eddie Luckraft; David Webster; John
Davies; lan's Car sales (lan Croxon); Chris
Broadbent; Dorothy M Johnston; Alan Stacey;
Lansdowne Trading Services; Suzanne Kettleton;
Clifford Bardsley; Dave Whitehead; Mills Wood
Ltd; Janet Yewdale; Nigel Marland; Christopher
Hamilton; Jeffrey Bates; lain Ashworth; Roger
Halstead; Steve Deakin; Nick Henry; Interior Door

Systems; James Rochford; Noel Brady; Gareth
Owen; Roy Wood; Denise Buckley; Neil Houghton;
Valerie Wyn; Hare and Hounds (Kathryn Stott);
Thomas Joyce; Mick Harrop; Terry Bailey; John
Barrie Gallagher; Robert Nixon; Derek King; Frank
Taylor; Colin Pike; Bill Quinn; | and C Kershaw;
Personal Tyres and Exhausts; Saavas Elefheriou;
Totalplus Communications (Paul Gough). Clarice
Stevens; Sue and Mike Kivlin; William Hannen;
The Bs; Tracey Bradley; Promotional Print (T
Bradley); Braddy; Shirley Mullaney; Keith
Mullaney; John Barrett; Karen Gough; Anita
Bateson; John Heap; Michael Quinn; Terry
Flanagan; Dave McGealy; Noise Killer Acoustics (S
Bithell); B Giddens; Lansdowne Roofing Supplies
(Sean Whitehead); Lansdowne Roofing Supplies
(Sean Whitehead); Jack Buckley; Ultan McGovern;
Mark Antony Kitchens (Mark Harrington); Martin
Hunter; The Old Original (Tom Harrop); David
Foden; Piccadilly Hotel (G Marrie); Totalplus
Communications (Bob); Paul Robinson; Mick
Kilgannon; Joseph Lawrence Perrins; Costin
Electrical Services Ltd (Phil Costin); lain Taylor;
Paul Whalley; Terry Kelly; Sean Lynch; Hans
Bateson; John Kettleton; Keith Egerton; Mills
Wood Ltd; Rudolph Wilkies; Earl Arundale.

Five Alive's sister lottery, Club Cash, costs a
minimum £1 a week to join, but you can have as
many entries as you wish. The main prize in this
scheme is £300 weekly, with a second prize of
£100 and five runners-up prizes of £10 each, plus
jackpot prizes at the end of each month.

To join either lottery, or merely to seek more
information, please ring the Roughyeds office on
0161 628 3677, open Monday to Friday from 9am
to 5pm.ligaments in a knee.

OUR
STRIP

club is listening
to its fans and

traditional colours
and design for

new strip for 2009
has already been
well received by
supporters.

"The new kit shows we have listened and DI, | Officer
LE5URE 0779 534 0151

know people were asking for hoops and For & comumunity more

we will continue to do so," said Bill. "We

that is what we have provided. Hopefully, ;
plenty of people will enjoy it."

NEW OCL Lifestyle

I -t & rysica desoey |

that was one of
the reasons why &

the new home

shirt (pictured) m
is red and white

hoops. Monday-Friday
There has been a 9.30am-11.30am

clamour for a Oldham Community Leisure
return to the club's Fun activities for all children aged 6
months to 5 years. Bouncy Castle,
Soft Play, Storytime, Arts & craft
: and Sing-along, Baby area for
some time and the Pre walkers.

CHAIRMAN Bill m
Quinn says the

For more information
please contact

Kelly Tattersall, Young
Person’s Physical
Activity Development

‘been a quality

BEST OF BOTH

WORLDS -
AND
TERRIFIC

VALUE FOR

MONEY

By Nigel Marland
(Editor of the Oldham
match-day magazine)

OLDHAM Rugby League
Club supporters will get the
best of both worlds in
match-day reading material
at all Boundary Park home

games this season.

On sale at every Northern Rail
Cup game and every match in the
Co-operative Championships (two
divisions) will be a centrally-

produced 48-page
'‘Game On' magazine
covering each club
and each match and
priced at £2 across
the board.

Roughyeds, however,
will give fans their
usual and traditional
mix of club news,
views and pictures by
adding to 'Game On'
at every home match
an eight-page full-
colour A4 size glossy
wrap-around full of
material which will be
exclusive to the
Oldham club.

The complete
package - 'Game On'
PLUS the Oldham
eight-pager - will be
sold by Roughyeds at
the bargain price of

at the same game was
a non-starter so we
have gone for an
eight-page Oldham
special which will be
sold with '‘Game On'
inside it. Collectively,
they will provide the
reader with 56 pages,
and all for £2.50 which
we believe will be
fantastic value for

If it proves popular we
will look to expand our
eight pages of Oldham
wrap-around, but if it
fails as an all-
embracing package
we will have to take
the easy option and

OLDHAM

£2.

LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP

RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3

HIohy MARKET HALL

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

weacmeona | 0161 633 0074

It's over to you.

Genuine Expertise in Healthcare and Sport
Mobilis |s the UK's leading supplier of specialist
healthcare and sports.tpedicine products
o

We provide solutions for:
and Prevention
Spe mance

Providing you with all your sporting needs

Mobilis Healihcare Group Ltd, 100 Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancashire, OL1 4AY.
0141 678 0233 0161 627 &40V infof@mobilishealthcare.com
www.mobilishealthcare.com - Please quote ORLFC upon enquiry,

£2.50.

Like all clubs we are
required to sell '‘Game
On' and that's fine
because we know it
will be a good read
and it will give fans
coverage of clubs and
matches right across
the Co-operative
Championships
board.

However, we didn't
want to take the easy
option and scrap our
own programme
which we believe has

product over the last
few years.

Trying to sell two

separate programmes

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Sireet East, Ashion-u-Lyne
Manchestar OL6 78X
lel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8182
allernatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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i o O Ex-Castleford and
i i Gateshead boss Dave
Woods goes Off
Message and talks
about the mess with the
visa situation.. .p9
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Garry Green in action for
’ Batley against Dewsbury

last season. The Aussie
is wanted by York but

does not meet the new
criteria set down
4 i

The trouble surrounding visa applications is the
issue that dominated the early season. GAME ON
asked some of the coaches for their views

WHATEVER your view on overseas players
in British rugby league, this winter has
proved it’s far from a black and white issue.

News that Aussies and Kiwis were no
longer to be allowed to play in the UK on
working holiday visas will have been met
positively by many fans still upset by
England’s shoddy performance at the World
Cup and bemused by a general feéling that
our game is being overrun by imports.

But, for coaches and chief execs at clubs
across the co-operative Championships, the
sudden tightening of visa regulations — follow-
ing a Home Office ruling late last year — has
caused sheer chaos.

For the record, players can now only play
professional RL in the UK if they obtain a
work permit. That means meeting certain
entry criteria such as having played enough
games in the NRL or having taken part in the
World Cup (or alternatively having a British
or EU passport).

But the matter is complicated by the fact
that the RFL can grant special dispensation
on an individual basis to players who don’t
meet that criteria, and that’s where this issue
really gets thorny — because what qualifies
an individual to be ‘worthy’ of this special
dispensation?

One man who believes the RFL has the
balance wrong is York City Knights player-
coach Paul March, who is currently battling
to save his new signing Garry Green's profes-
sional career,

Australian-born Green, signed from Batley
in the off-season, does not meet the criteria
to be allowed to play professional sport in
the UK. He is, however, a resident in the

Knights coach Paul March and (inset) his Skolars counterpart Callum Irving

UK, a business owner and therefore a
British tax payer.

“He has no intention of moving back to
Australia, so all we are doing is preventing
someone from playing the game we all
love,” said March, who believes such emo-
tional factors should have a greater bearing
on the RFL's decision-making process — a
view he hopes will be shared by an inde-
pendent appeal panel in the coming weeks.

“The decision has really had an effect on
Garry,” he said. “He’s been ill over the last
couple of weeks with stress because he’s
been worrying about what’s happening.
This is a massive issue for the club and for
him.

“I think it’s right that people who are
looking to come over and don’t meet the
criteria are turned away, but | don't think it's
right to deny people who have been over
here already and have been a part of our
competition over the past few years,

“Dan Russell, for example, made a mas-
sive impact for Gateshead last year. One
minute he’s playing a big part in the game
and the next he’s being sent home.Things
like that make a mockery of the situation.

“I think we need to take into account
emotional factors like this a lot more. I'll
use Brendan Rawlins at Keighley as an
example. Keighley knew Brendan didn’t
meet the criteria to get a visa, but he has
been over here for a few years now and
doing a lot of good work in the community
as well as on the field. That’s why he’s been
given special dispensation, and hopefully
that will go for us on appeal in Garry's case
too.”

And March is far from alone in ruing the
impact the ruling has had on certain indi-
viduals within ‘the Greatest Game'.

“From an individual point of view, it's

disappointing for Dan Russell that he’s pre-
vented from playing,” said Whitehaven
boss Ged Stokes, who had moved to sign
the Aussie pivot from Gateshead Thunder
but has now had to replace him with EU
passport holder Jamie Theroharous.

“Rugby league is a people’s game and
every decision you make has an impact on
someone’s life,” he adds. “And whether or
not overseas players harm the English game
anyway, | don’t know. | think there are ben-

‘efits there from playing alongside better

quality players.”

Stokes also insists coaches aren't going
about recruiting foreigners just for the sake
of it. “You have to understand that coaches
have to look overseas because there simply
aren’t the numbers in England in certain
positions. We've got plenty of forwards, but
ask any coach and they’ll tell you there’s a
lack of numbers in the half backs and the
centres.

“The problem is that Super League clubs
tend to stockpile the best young players for
themselves. What we need to do to make
sure we have enough numbers is get towards
Gary Hetherington's idea of forging close links
between Super League and Championship
dlubs, so that top youngsters could gain more
first team experience by playing in the
Championship. That would be the perfect
system,

“But until then, we just don’t have
enough players.”

However, that’s not the view of one
coach — from perhaps a surprising club -
who believes the tightening of the visa rules
are very much in the interests of the sport.

“It's easier to recruit an Australian than it
is to bring in a local player, because you
can go about recruiting him by email, by
looking him up online or getting footage

‘He (Garry Green) has no
intention of moving back to
Australia, so all we are
doing is preventing
someone from playing the
game we all love’

YORK COACH PAUL MARCH

from YouTube. But how many talented
British players are we missing out on under
our noses?” asks Callum Irving, coach of the
London Skolars — often perceived to be one
of the clubs to benefit greatly from such
imports.

Whilst Irving lost two players — Rubert
Jonker and Mario Du Toit — to the changes,
he is proud to have fielded 15 British play-
ers against Leigh last week, albeit in a 74-6
defeat.

“How many Martin Offiahs are hiding
away at clubs like Rosslyn Park?” he added.

“What | fear may happen is that coaches
just look to bring in players who do meet
the criteria for dispensation because they
played in the World Cup, or else bring in
Australians with European passports. | don’t
think that’s the idea behind having these
rulings in place.

“The problem is that it isn't clear what
the Championships are fundamentally
about. At the moment, we're stuck
between it being a pathway to Super
League and a competition that you want to
win in its own right. You want to develop
players, but you're also concerned about
getting to a final in the next three years so
you can apply for a place in Super League,

“I think if all clubs worked together then
that wouldn't be a problem. We should
model ourselves on the (American
Football’s) NFL, where they compete for
three hours each Sunday but where they
co-operate for the good of the whole sport
the rest of the time. That's why a team like
Green Bay can compete with a team like
New York over there, because they work
together for the good of the game.

“We've lost two good club men in
Rubert and Mario because of these rules,
but | think that for all the short term hits
there could be some real long-term benefits
for the game.

“We need to invest time and resources
into looking for young local players, and
clubs need to agree to give their coaches
time to do that.

“The licensing system should mean less
pressure on coaches and more time to
bring young players through at all levels, but
that isn't happening. I'm very lucky that |
have a very patient and understanding
chairman at the Skolars and more clubs
need to be like that as well.”

What do you think? Let us know via
email to gameon@newspost.co.uk.



If you put just one name
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Steeden offer a range of clothing for match play and training.
To order your kit contact Jason Barrie on

Sales & Accounts (UK & France) Grays International, Station Road, Robertsbridge, East Sussex. TN32 5DH Email sales@grays-int.co.uk

the world according to

WILK

In the second instalment of ‘The World
According to Wilko’ Jon gives his thoughts
about his first game of the season and the
opening round of fixtures in the Co-operative
Championships. He also gives a ‘bonjour’ to
Toulouse.

I played my first game of the season last weekend and it was great

)\

to get on the pitch for 80 minutes and see what my levels of fit-

ness and concentration were like in a game situ-
ation.

You are always nervous ahead of the
first game of the season and this was no
different for me. It's important to antic-
ipate for the season ahead and the first
game always sends a signal out to the
rest of the teams in the league.

It certainly wasn't easy for us, but
there’s a long season ahead and we were
pleased to get the win.

I'm excited about the opening round of
fixtures in the Co-operative Championships
though.

This year the competition is as fierce as ever as some of the clubs
feel they missed out on an engage Super League franchise and all the
teams are levelling up and making for a very even and fair competi-
tion,

The first game of the season live on Sky features Widnes against I
new boys from across the Channel, Toulouse Olympique.

Widnes will be desperately disappointed they didn't get a )
franchise but | know the club and they will be seeing this as a
chance to build for three years and apply the next time the
franchises come up for renewal.

In my eyes they will be one of the top teams in the
country, they‘ve got a competitive team and | expect them
to be front runners in the next few years and it's important
they put in a good season this year from which to spring-
board an assault on Super League in the next couple of
years following.

This is true for all the teams as everyone now has a great
opportunity to build a strong culture at their club as well as a
strong team. Everyone is in the same boat and it’s a case of
grabbing the initiative.

It's great to welcome Toulouse into the English leagues, the second French team to join us with Catalan Dragons making a
successful transition into the English game.

It will certainly be interesting to see how they get on in the first full season. It's great to see the game growing like this and
we need to keep this development going. To have this first match of the season live on Sky is great and this season sees even
more Championship games being broadcast live on Sky.

The first round of matches in the Championship sees some great clashes first up with Batley and Featherstone going head
to head the highlight for me.

The following week live on Sky sees a match up that | will be watching with anticipation as two teams that | tip for success
this season go head to head at the Shay. Thursday March 19 sees Halifax take on Widnes meaning that the Vikings’ first two
games of the season are live on Sky! That will be a mouth watering clash!

And so as Super League has already started and The Championships are beginning to build up a head of steam, | hope every-
one is getting ready to cheer as loud as they possibly can for their team and for the greatness of the game we love.

The cooperaiive

CHAMFPIONSHIP

Jon Wilkin is a Co-operative
‘Good for Everyone’ Ambassador
www.co-operative.coop




CATCH OUR GREAT SAVINGS
ONLINE FOR

HALIFAX INSURANCE

Save 25% on Home insurance
when you buy online

Save 10% on Travel insdrance
when you buy online

Save 5% on Pet insurance
when you buy online
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Halifax Home Insurance

KERRA is proud to sponsor
‘-‘ Halifax R.L.FC!

- 0800 028 2498

Quote RUGB

Ruth, Leeds

Hé_!.li:——ix Always giving you extra

Calls may be monitored and recorded. Halifax General Insurance Services Limited, registered no 2791889, registered office, Trinity Road,
Halifax, West Yorkshire HX1 2RG and St Andrew's Insurance plc, registered no 3104671, registered office, St Andrew's House, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 95A are authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

David Woods is the former coach of Gateshead and
Castleford, leading them both to promotion. Here he gives
his views on the great visa debate

THE recent change in regulations by the UK Borders Agency is having a significant impact on Rugby League clubs in this country,
and especially those at Co-operative Championship level. It has affected a lot of clubs and some more so than others.
| feel that it was a decision that had to come for the good of the game of rugby league in the UK, but it came at a very bad time.

Most clubs had already agreed contracts with players and some of the players had actually been training.

By bringing in this decision at the last minute, in November, meant clubs then had to release players and look for others, some-
thing that is very difficult to do and it can also be more costly to the club. It also leaves the player with a sour taste in his mouth
because most would have had all their plans based around what they were doing with their lives.

My old club Gateshead had a few players rejected with two of them having played huge parts in our promotion from National

League 2 to the Championship.

Dean Jamieson is a player with a lot of ability. He's played representative footy at Cronulia and also Premier League at the same
club. He played in every game for us in the 2008 campaign, has an English girifriend and worked to keep himself going. Lewis
McPhail was another, he only missed one game for us and came through the strong St George junior system, yet both after being
signed for the 2009 season have been told they are no longer eligible to play.

Other players have relocated and then told they aren’t able to play which has meant many have gone back home or gone on to
do some travelling.

Some players that haven’t even arrived in the country have spent thousands of dollars to gain visas, they have quit jobs in

Australia and New Zealand, given up their rental properties and have then been told, sorry, you can't come.

Who determines who is eligible, the Home
Office that made the decision, but don’t know
rugby league, or the RFL who can overturn deci-
sions on appeal?

The fairest and best thing that the RFL could
have done was to allow the players that were
already here, stay and play out this season, not

| allow any others to come in and be new regis-
trations and then I'm sure all the clubs would

| have been happier.

‘ As I've said this would have been the correct
decision for the RFL to make and it would have
given the clubs time to organise their recruit-
ment policies for the future, plus the clubs, 'm
sure would have appreciated the help of the gov-
erning body.

‘ On another note, the Championship and

| Championship 1 leagues are going to be very

{ toughly contested.

With no promotion or relegation into Super
League clubs in the Championship will have to
wait their turn and make sure they are compet-
ing to the highest level they can and win the
Northern Rail Cup or the league.

There is still relegation to Championship One
and with Toulouse given a lifeline by the RFL it
makes it even tougher and more pressure on the
coaches to ensure they are competitive and are
winning games.

I'm sure that Widnes, Halifax, Whitehaven,
Featherstone, Gateshead, Barrow and Leigh will
be at the higher end of the table in the top divi-
sion, with York who have recruited very well and
playing some good footy.

Blackpool, under Martin Crompton with anoth-
er season under his belt, Oldham, Dewsbury and
Keighley will fight it out for the top places in
Championship One.
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Stankevitch takes
over as McCormack
leaves Widnes

Widnes Vikings parted company with
Head Coach Steve McCormack on
Monday morning.

In the interim, assistant coach John
Stankevitch will take over in a caretaker
capacity and he lead the side for Friday
night’s clash with Gateshead Thunder.

Vikings’ Chief Executive Alex Bonney
said: “Since joining the Club twelve
months ago | cannot fail to be impressed
with the work undertaken by Steve who
almost single handedly built a team from
scratch to reach the play offs.

“Prior to this he led the club to two
Grand Finals and a Northern Rail Cup vic-
tory and this morning’s decision was
reached amicably.”

Steve McCormack (pictured right)
added: “It’s a disappointing day but |
have really enjoyed my time at Widnes.

“The club has suffered many ups and
downs both on and off the field and |
hope that eventually it achieves its goal of
a return to the top flight competition.”

Benson confident

Oldham boss Tony Benson has confidence
in his squad, and their brand of rugby, to
win over the town’s Boundary Park stay-
aways.

“All | ask is that they come once, just
once, to have a look at us,” he told a
rugby league forum in the town last
Monday.

“If they don't like what they see, don't
come again. | think they might be pleas-
antly surprised, though. When the boys go
on the field they are representing the
town of Oldham.

“That will be drilled into them. In

return | think they deserve the support of
the people of Oldham.”

The event was organised by the
Oldham RLFC Players Association, which
is 16 months old now and rapidly going
from strength to strength with more new
members and a constantly rising profile.

Mentoring Rams

Dewsbury Rams and Shaw Cross Sharks
have launched a brand new initiative to
develop local junior rugby league.

The Mentoring And Development
(MAD) scheme is based on professional
players becoming personally involved with
junior player development at their local
clubs. The aim is to expand the thinking
and stimulus of our young players in an
environment that hopefully will heighten
their awareness through the involvement

of professional players.

The MAD scheme will incorporate indi-
vidual positional coaching by professionals
who play in a particular position the
majority of the time whose knowledge of
that position can be passed on to the jun-
ior players.

For example Kane Epati may coach a
session specifically on playing as a winger;
Pat Walker may take a session focussing
on kicking etc.

Dewsbury Rams coach Warren Jowitt
said: “It’s a really good idea for profes-
sional clubs to link up with amateur clubs
outside of the professional environment as
that’s where the future of the sport lies.

“Having our players at Dewsbury men-
toring the Shaw Cross youngsters gives us
the chance to watch the kids grow and
develop into mature rugby league players.

“It's also very good for the juniors to
have the players they aspire to be like,
helping them develop their skills and giv-
ing them advice on how they play. For
the game to go forward it is really impor-
tant that all clubs have strong links with
their local junior teams for the profession-
al game to continue to grow.”

Hook and at ’em

Ask Oldham'’s Kiwi boss Tony Benson how
many hookers he would like in his squad
and he is sure to reply: how many can |
have? Bring*ém all on!

He began with Simeon Hoyle, Gary
Sykes, Phil Joseph and Aussie Dave
McKay. Sykes damaged a knee in a friend-
ly at Leigh and has been out of action for
a week or two. Hoyle is currently on
leave with permission and McKay had to
suddenly uproot and fly home for person-
al and family reasons.

To fill the void, in came former London
Skolars man Stevie Gibbons, who made
his debut off the bench in the superb 22-
20 win at Widnes, but promptly damaged
ligaments in a shoulder.

Then there was one!

WEEK 2 -
selected by

Game On

o -

Andy Ballard — Oldham Roughyeds

SIGNED from Salford for this season, the
goalkicking winger made a huge impact in
his first competitive game for the Roughyeds,
scoring all-bar four points as the
Championship One side beat competition

favourites Widnes 22-20 on Sunday at the
Stobart Stadium Halton.
Ballard kicked seven goals and crossed

for one try as Tony Benson'’s side recorded a

famous victory.
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CALLING ALL FANS!! Have you got a special RL picture from
yesteryear? You can feature them on this page by emailing
them to us at gameon@newspost.co.uk or sending them to
Game On, 1 Oates Street, Dewsbury, WF13 1BB.

Snow
problem!

WHEN Workington
Town visited
Huddersfield in
1960 the old
Fartown pitch was
ankle deep in
snow. Pictured
here is stand-off
Don Lockwood in
possession for
Huddersfield. He
also played for
Batiey and
Dewsbury.

The picture was
sent in by Don’s
son Mark, long
serving secretary
of Birstall Victoria.

A

Dear Sir,

As a staunch Widnes Vikings supporter,
| am absolutely appalled and flabbergast-
ed at the treatment of coach Steve
McCormack.

The board, in my view, acted far too
hastily in showing Steve the door after just
one game of the new campaign.

| appreciate there is a lack of patience
in modern sport but to part company with
Steve so early begs the question; why
allow him to assemble and oversee the
squad in the off-season? It just doesn't
make any sense whatsoever.

Everybody knows that stability is a pre-
requisite for clubs who want to compete
in the top echelons of the league. After
axing Steve, I'm not convinced my club is
capable of challenging for honours.

As a fan of the club, | feel the board of
Widnes owe our die-hard supporters a
proper explanation as to why Steve was
given the sack. Surely our fans deserve to
know why they didn’t believe in him?

How are the club supposed to build
and plan for the future when we part
company with Steve after one Northern
Rail Cup match? There was only two
points in the Oldham loss so it wasn't as if
we got thrashed. .

It shows a total lack of direction in
chopping and changing the coach at this
stage of the season. It is absolutely unac-
ceptable and | won't be the only disillu-
sioned Widnes supporter out there.

| just hope that our great sport isn't
going to make a habit of getting rid of a
coach at the first sign of trouble. Panic

email your letters to:
gameon@newspost.co.uk
come on — tell it like it is!

dismissals are what happen in football and
are the last thing rugby league needs.
Yours
Andy Clift, via email

Dear Sir,

We are writing to tell you how good
your new programme is.

It is good to read about the other
teams as well. We got our first programme
at the Blackpool-Keighley game.

It is good to keep tabs on our old
teams as we have moved to Blackpool so
do not get to see the teams we used to
watch much. We have no transport so
cannot travel far. Keep up the good work.

Yours

Panthers fans John and Linda Cooper

Editor’s note: Thank you very much.

Want to make sure you get every copy of Game On?

i i - ive Championship matches, plus play-offs (up to the final)
GAME ON will be produced for every regular round of Northern Rail Cup, Co-operative Cl )
and intial stages of the Carnegie Challenge Cup. It will be on sale primarily at clubs on match day but fans can guarantee a copy by contacting
Mrs Adele Latham on 01924 439498. Copies can be bought singly for £2.50 (inc p&p) or by multiples thereof. Or send a cheque made payable
to NewsPost Ltd, to Game On, Edward Latham House, 1 Oates Street, Dewsbury, W Yorks, WF13 1BB.



| Leigh’s Tony
Stewart scores
one of his
side’s 14 tries
against Skolars

Pool Two finally kicked off Sunday.

Most of the games were one-sided
affairs but probably the best tie came at
WHITEHAVEN where BATLEY played
their part despite going down 52-30.

The Cumbrians stormed into a 40-12
lead before the Bulldogs threatened the
comeback of all comebacks with 18
unanswered points.

But the re-introduction of hat-trick
hero Andy Gorski steadied the ship and
two late Haven tries sealed the victory.

LEIGH’S first game at their palatial
Sports Village home became a rout as
the hosts ran in 14 tries against SKO-
LARS on their way to a 74-6 success.

The plucky Londoners were hit by a
whirlwind as the Centurions overcame
the second-minute loss of prop Mike
Morrison to bring up their biggest points
total against professional opposition
since the 74-0 success over the Skolars
at the New River Stadium in 2006.

“I'm pleased we were on the right
end of a 74-6 scoreline,” said Leigh
boss Neil Kelly. “All credit to my players,
they certainly did the job in defence as
well as with the ball.”

There was a hat-trick of tries for
Jamie Durbin while Steve Maden and
Jamie Smith ran in two apiece.

Poinls were the order of the day as

Dewsbury’s star man Liam Finn is
stopped in his tracks by Swinton

DEWSBURY’s victory over SWIN-
TON was nearly as emphatic, the Rams
bulldozing the Lions 50-0.

A brilliant kicking display from Pat
Walker — he notched 11 from 11 -

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

OOL TWO

rounded off an excellent display with
Liam Finn leading from the front for
Warren Jowitt's side.

A powerful first-half display from
FEATHERSTONE was just the job as
they beat DONCASTER 32-6 at the
Keepmoat.

Rovers were 22-0 up at half-time but
the Dons came out fighting in the sec-
ond half and had the better of things
despite only scoring one try.

Featherstone coach Daryl Powell
said: “It was tough but | was particularly
pleased with the first-half performance
when we controlled the game.

“But Doncaster were excellent in the
second half and controlled much of it
and made it hard for us.”

YORK have not had much success up
in WORKINGTON recently but ended
that hoodoo with a 34-10 win.

Tom Haberecht touched down twice
for the Knights, who had the game’s
outstanding player in Adam Mitchell.

Waorkington coach Dave Rotheram
said: “We attacked well at the start of
the game but we gifted the Knights too
many points,

“I'm disappointed with the result but
it’s only game one and the new players
will take time to gel.”

ewsbury referee James Child
Dmme under fire from both sides
as Championship One
OLDHAM pulled off the first major
shock of the Northern Rail Cup by
winning at WIDNES 22-20 on Friday.

Match commissioner David
Campbell was a busy man after a game
in which the mercurial Bob Roberts
rose to the occasion for the Roughyeds.

“There were some baffling deci-
sions,” said Vikings boss Steve
McCormack. “And | could blame every-
one and anyone, but | blame ourselves,

“We were not good enough in the first
half and | wasn't happy with the second,
but we didn't underestimate Oldham.”

“We have worked hard for three
months for that win,” said Oldham
coach Tony Benson. “We have a good
mix and a great leader in Roberts,
although we lost our way at times.

“I don’t think there is much between
full and part time as far as time spent
training is concerned although we do
have to go to work in the daytime.”

Oldham fought back from 18-4
down to record a stunning win, Andy
Ballard securing the victory with his fifth
penalty. He also kicked two further
goals and scored a try.

KEIGHLEY COUGARS stayed top on
Sunday despite losing to BLACKPOOL,
who claimed their first ever victory in
the competition — 16-14.

A late try from Keiran Tucker and
conversion from Johnny Leather gave
the seasiders the win.

Blackpool coach Martin Crompton
said: “Everybody’s happy at the club
right now. There’s a good buzz about
the place.”

Keighley’s narrow defeat gave them a
bonus point to add to the three they
gained from their 40-20 success over
GATESHEAD, rearranged from the
opening weekend. :

A hat-trick by Jon Presley helped
Keighley get their season off to the per-
fect start.

Gateshead responded well though
and demolished SHEFFIELD in the sec-
ond half on their way to a 44-18 victory
on Sunday.

Thunder head coach Chris Hood was
understandably delighted after the
game: “It shows you what can happen
when you stick to the game plan and
show desire,” he said. “After the loss at
Keighley | asked for a response and
after a couple of good training sessions
felt we were going to get it.”

Roberts inspired as
Widnes stunned

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

@ northern

OOL ONE

Bob Roberts
was in great
form as
Oldham
stunned
Widnes

Gateshead were only 16-12 ahead at
half-time but, helped by a hat-trick of
tries from Dylan Nash, dominated the
clash in the second half.

Four days earlier Sheffield opened
their season with a win, 38-16 over
HUNSLET at a freezing Don Valley
Stadium.

The Eagles produced an avalanche of
second-half tries to claim the points and
both coaches paid tribute to the way
their players battled on in increasingly
difficult conditions.

Eagles coach Mark Aston said: “The
players deserve the credit — they were
battered, they’ve got masses of scratch-
es and are cut on their knees from the
ground. But they didn’t moan they just
got on with it.

Hunslet are bottom of the pool as

they followed up that defeat with a 38-
10 reverse at home to HALIFAX.

The hosts played gallantly and
opened the scoring on a boggy surface
before shipping seven tries to Halifax,
including a Sean Penkywicz double.

Halifax coach Matt Calland said: “I
thought we were rusty, our passing was
wayward and timing terrible at times,
but there was a big difference when
Said (Tamghart) and Frank (Watene)
came on.

BARROW are much fancied and they
did their chances no harm with 54-12
thrashing of HORNETS RL.

The newly-formed Rochdale club fell
apart in the second half , conceding 38
unanswered points. Liam Finch and
Mike Backhouse both crossed twice for
the Cumbrians.




Batley v York

Sunday February 22nd, 2009. Kick off 2pm. MOUNT PLEASANT

YORK CITY KNIGHTS

BATLEY BULLDOGS

SPONSOR No. PLAYER
1 lan Preece

Mavis, Mac and Jack 2 Ben Feehan
3 Dale Cardoza

Fletcher family 4 Danny Maun

Laurie and Andrew Grailey 5 Johnny Campbell

0.
Full back

Right Wing

Right Centre

Left Centre

Left Wing

Stand off

Scrum half

Prop

Hooker

Prop

2nd row

2nd row

Loose forward

Interchange

Batley Rock and Roll 6 Mark Barlow
Batley Nash 7 Paul Mennell
8 Byron Smith
The Benson family 9 Kris Lythe
Leyland Paints 10 Luke Stenchion
Brian Hooley 11 Kevin Crouthers
George & Mary Gomersal 12 Mark Toohey
Study Centre 13 Ash Lindsay
14 John Gallagher
15 Anthony Henderson
16 Johnny Simpson
17 Craig Potter
Gary Tingle & Lorraine 18 Jermain McGilvary
Norman Thewliss 19 George Flanagan
20 Dave Tootill
21 Nathan Armitage
Stanningley U-14s & U-17s 22 Nat Browne
23 Chris Buttery
24 James Archibald
25 Damien Reid
26 Jamie Aitcheson
27 Darryl Cardiss
28 Danny Samuels
Mary Hughes 29 Jack Watson
COACH: GARY THORNTON
LAST SIX RESULTS: WWLLL-L
LAST SIX HOME: LLLWLL (2008)

TRIES (2008): Paul Mennell & Danny
Maun 12

GOALS: Kevin King 59

DGs: Francis Maloney 3

MAN TO WATCH: Mark Barlow

SCORERS
Tries
Conv
Pens

DGs

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: M.Dawber

Touch: C.Hancock, L.Todd

Fourth Official: M.Hague
BENNETT’S BET

Batley by 4’

No. PLAYER SPONSOR

1 Danny Ratcliffe ~ The Raylor Centre

2 Steve Lewis Jinnah Group

3 John Oakes Rodney Gee

4 Dave Clayton Team Electric Services

5 Johnny Waldron  James Dixon

6 Adam Mitchell ~ Smith Wilson

7 Paul March Delta Training & Consulting
8 Danny Ekis

9 Paul Hughes Stabler International

10 Adam Sullivan ~ Ken Walker & Co Accounting
11 Rob Kelly Pam & Martin Calvert

12 Tom Haberecht Cue Ball Snooker Club

13 Richard Knight  Sheard Packaging

14 Tom Hodgson  Chris Hearld

15 Chris Clough  British Thornton

16 Jordan Ross

17 Scott Woodcock Evolution Tattoo Studio

18 Steve Grundy  Yorkshire Building Society
19 Kris Peacock  Claire & Steve Harbron
20 Adam Jones D & M Building & Paving
21 Dave March Julie's Bakery

22 Tom Stancliffe

23 Adam Endersby Balfour Beatty

24 David Leeke

25 Garry Green " "Acupuncture For Health
26 Danny Grimshaw Brian Watson

27 Luke Watling  HC Engineering

28 Wayne McHugh Monk Bar Model Shop
29 Mark Applegarth Laura Dixon
30 Mike Mitchell ~ Mrs Watson

COACH: PAUL MARCH

LAST SIX RESULTS: WWLWL-W
LAST SIX AWAY: LLWWL-W
TRIES (2008): Lee Mapals 18
GOALS: Adam Mitchell 51

DGs: None

MAN TO WATCH: Tom Haberecht

‘Bulldogs need to bounce back at home -
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CLUBCALL Batley v York

Defence needs work but we can turn it around

s we speak | do not know our
Aggncaster result but to score 30
ints away at Whitehaven and lose

is disappointing. Clearly defence is the
issue but a couple of things didn’t go our
way, with tries from forward passes and a
try when we had two men injured meaning
we did not always get the rub of the green.

| am still confident we can improve
and qualify for the quarter-finals as a win
at Whitehaven was not a result we were
banking on and | fancy our chances of
beating them in the league.

The weather has caused problems so
far with calls to put the season back a
month to try to avoid the worst of the
weather. If we do our Boxing Day game
will be farcical, as we may have only just
started training. Let's monitor the climate
for a couple of years at least before mak-
ing that decision.

| read Danny Lockwood in League
Weekly regarding overseas players and |

We're small in
number but big
In character

However, things are
improving and | am looking

By Kevin Nicholas

Batley chairman

agree totally that the government seem
to be reducing our overseas players for
us with new visa rules, as despite prom-
ises to reduce quotas clubs are then try-
ing to bend the rules. So we as a club
support the position to reduce overseas
players to help home grown players and
our international strength. The govern-
ment therefore in our view seem to be
doing something right.

Off the field and our bid for funding to
build a function suite has progressed and
we have been told by the RFL they sup-
port our project ‘in principle’ but we now
need to supply more information as they
think we have under priced the job. Yes
that is under priced not over priced. We
think in some ways they are right, but |
can personally guarantee the function
suite will be completed for our price

quoted of £400,000 or | will personally
make up the shortfall, so you can be sure
there will be no shortfall! We will gather
the documentation they want over the
next few weeks and hopefully we can get
on with it.

This week is the last call for the
Toulouse trip so if you are interested
please let us know now or it will be to
late. Also there are a few players left to
sponsor at £200 each, so let’s see if we
can achieve full squad sponsorship in the
next week.

Today we welcome York who got off to
a good start against Workington so they
look like being a strong team in their
division, so watch out Dewsbury. | hope
Roger, their chairman who stood down at
the end of last season, is here as his
heart was in the club and he was one of
the gentlemen of the rugby league, a bit
like myself did | hear you say? No, well
never mind. Enjoy the game anyway.

e will be looking to
Wg@l our NRC cam-
paign on track this

week following our tough trip
up to Whitehaven.

There were no surprises
from them - it is always a hard
place to go and come away
with anything.

In my opinion they will be
there or thereabouts at the
end of the competition, as
they have been for the past
few seasons.

However, | was pleased
with the players’ commitment
in the second half, and the
way they got themselves back
into the game at 40-30, show-
ing some character.

We could even have nicked
the game at that stage but too
many penalties and too many
defensive frailties in the first
half ended up costing us the
game. | don't have the biggest
of squads in the division and
our numbers were stretched a
bit last week.

forward to getting our injured
players back pretty soon.

Mennell, Lythe and Cardoza
are not too far away and will
make a big difference to us,
and Byron Smith should be
back from honeymoon in time
for the Dewsbury game.

Nathan Armitage is free to
play after his suspension, and
I'm sure once we get back to a
full compliment of players we
will start to see a further
improvement.

This week we take on York
who have signed pretty well in
the off season, and had a great
win up at Workington last
week.

Paul March is a young, up
and coming coach with a great
track record as a player, and
together with James Ratcliffe
will have their side well pre-
pared for today’s game.

We must ensure we are fully
prepared ourselves if we are to

Nathan Armitage is back in contention for a place

progress in the competition.
With only four qualifying
from our group it will be really
tight at the end of the qualify-
ing period.
A big thanks to those sup-

porters who braved the trip to
Whitehaven last week — get
behind the boys today and
help us get the win we need.

Gary Thornton
15




Featherstone v Rams

Sunday February 22, 2009. Kick off 3pm. THE CHRIS MOYLES STADIUM

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

DEWSBURY RAMS

CLUBCALL Featherstone v Rams

Two games In four days
IS tough ask for squd

when it comes to selection for today’s game, but things

do look pretty positive on the team strength front assum-
ing that Rovers didn't take too much of a physical battering
against Leigh last Wednesday evening.

Rovers made a strong start in round one against Doncaster
and came through relatively healthy, but Powell will no doubt
have expected the team to raise their game against opponents
(Leigh) who will be one of their major rivals when the
Championship comes around.

Battling prop Tony Tonks will have been in line for selection
against the Centurions alongside long time Rovers’ favourite
Stuart Dickens-the goal kicking prop’s first serious game of the
season as Daryl looks to rotate his forwards.

This means that exciting newcomer, Sam Smeaton, a try scor-
er on his debut at the Keepmoat Stadium won't have played
against Leigh, but could therefore be playing this afternoon.
Smeaton really is one to watch and he is a player with bags of
ability and the drive and ambition to go with it.

Things are little less flexible in the backs, but Rovers’ new
recruits — lan Hardman, lestyn Harris and Jon Steele look - to
have bedded in quickly and combined with Tommy Saxton (who
can interchange with Hardman at full back or centre), Andy Kain
(developing a dynamic partnership with Harris), the versatile Joe
McLocklan and the vastly experienced Waine Pryce really do
look one of the most potent attacking forces in the competition.

The telling factor in Rovers’ performance could well be how
much that game against the Centurions will have taken out of
Powell’s side but Rovers’ attitude to training and rehab could see
them take on the Rams with not too many il| effects

Powell will, for sure, be calling for a full 80 minutes perform-
ance from his side, something he felt he didn’t get from them
against Doncaster.

Daryl Powell does not have an embarrassment of riches

Jon Steel, a dynamic figure in the back line

He commented at the time: “We'll have to be a bit more
consistent over the full 80 minutes. If we can repeat (against
Leigh) what we did in the first half (against Doncaster), and string
that together for a longer period, we will be difficult to beat”

Powell will no doubt-the quality of his side’s rehab notwith-
standing, be very mindful of the Rams’ strong start to the 2009
campaign and will be keen to keep that eighty-minute habit
going throughout the season no matter what the opposition.

SPONSOR No. PLAYER No. TODAY’S TEAM  No. | No. PLAYER SPONSOR
Peter Smith Motorcycles 1 Tom Saxton Full back 1 Tom Colleran Herbal Life
Bev Coleman 2 Waine Price - 2 Morgan Starkey
Patrick & Gemma McNeil 3 lan Hardman Right Wing 3 Lee Lingard John Sawyer
The Buccaneers Club 4 Andy Kirk : 4 Craig Bower Joe G Fitness
Mark Hutchinson 5 Jon Steele Right Centre 5 Andrew Tillotson
Maureen Tennant-King 6 lestyn Harris Left Centre 6 Ryan Smith Sue Walford
& Emily Harris Left Win 7 Gareth Greenwood
Shindigz 7 Andy Kain 9 gJimmyEiston  Ken & Elizabeth Crabtree
Terry King 8 Tony Tonks Stand off 9 Mike Emmett
Charlie Robinson & 9 Jack Lee 10 Luke Haigh The Three Gs
Lynne Whitehouse Scrum half 11 Adam Robinson Subway
Vic & Sue Johnson 10 Stuart Dickens Prop 12 Taron Wildey
Doug & Barbara Wilford 11 Matt Dale 13 Pat Walker Mount Tabor Church
Blue Lagoon Bar 12 Jamie Field Hooker 1alanTonks  Peter Brooke/David Kirby
Susan Parker 13 Richard Blakeway Prop 15 Bryn Powell Peggy & Sam Hill
Blue Lagoon Bar 14 Tommy Haughey 16 Austin Buchanan The Buzz Room
Study Rovers 15 James Houston 2nd row 17 Alex Bretherton Steve Johnson
Gary Crompton 16 Joe McLocklan 2nd row 18 Chris Spurr The West Riding
Howard Lawton 17 Joe Hirst 19 Liam Finn John Calvert
John Lycett 18 Tim Spears e 20 Rob Spicer Jack Addy/Pat Heywood
Peter Smith Motorcycles 19 Sean Hesketh Interchange 21 Andy Bostock The Grayson Family
Rovers Scholarship 20 Stuart Kain 22 Kane Epati The Crown, Leeds Road
Hollie Bennett 21 Steve Dooler 23 Keegan Hirst
Charlie Watson 22 Matt Handforth 24 Simon Cook Rams Cheerleaders

23 Gareth Swift 25 Gary North
Capro Contracts 24 John Fallon 26 Jake Wilson
Chelsey, Charlie & Megan Large 25 Scott Wilson 27 Chris Grice
SCORERS 28 Liam Crawley
Lorne Mosley MASCOT Bluebeard B 30 Chris Hall Lauren & Lucy Hall
Tries 32 Martin Woodhead KBSP Associates
33 James Walker Ken & Pat Humphrey
Conv 34 Josh Tonks
Pens 35 Adam Hayes Elaine & Peter Holyoake
DGs
COACH: DARYL POWELL COACH: WARREN JOWITT

LAST SIX RESULTS: LWLLL-W
LAST SIX AWAY: LWLLLL (2008)
TRIES (2008): Andrew Bostock, Chris

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLWL-W
LAST SIX HOME: WLWDLL (2008)
TRIES (2008): Waine Pryce 16

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: D.Merrick

Touch: D.Butler, M.Beadle

< Fourth Official: G.Evans Langley 13
GOALS: Stuart Dickens 97 e GOALS: Pat Walker 73
DGs: Paul Handforth 3 e e DGs: Liam Finn 1

‘Home advantage should swing clash of two

MAN TO WATCH: lestyn Harris form teams - Rovers by 8’ MAN TO WATCH: Pat Walker

(wdh
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Chris Westwood, media advisor

Working together with our neighbours

fter all the pre season build up, and
A‘will it be on will it be off' talk, and

the ultimate postponement of our
opening game with Leigh centurions, we
were all left with a feeling off frustration.

Past experience tells us that one in five
seasons will see us having to deal with
this kind of weather, and we even bor-
rowed Wakefield Wildcats ground covers,
but the elements had their way.

We now have a couple of games under
our belts and maybe we have seen the
last of the bad weather.

Ourselves, The Wildcats and Castleford
Tigers have a mutually productive off-
field relationship, and the Wildcats lend-
ing us their covers was part of that.

Both clubs use our padded wrestling
room for instance. This gives them the
opportunity to do specialised coaching
and work-outs.

This ‘working together' has taken on a

STEVE EVANS
Chairman

new dimension recently. Andy Prout, our
chief executive, has been working on an
option for the Wildcats to share our new
stadium when it is completed while they
explore all the options of finding them-
selves a new home.

As things stand the offer is on the
table and we shall see what happens.

Last Monday the board saw the new
draft design for our new stadium.

In keeping with most new stadium
builds, such as the KC Stadium, Watford
AFC’s new ground and the 2012 Olympic
stadium, it is built to a modular design.

Although the concept of the Olympic
stadium is perhaps in the reverse of the
concept, since it has been built big, and
will probably be downsized after the
Olympics.

The initial construction phase is for a
capacity of 6,000, because playing out-
side Super League that is ample for our
needs.

Should a franchise be granted to
Rovers when the next applications come
round, then everything is in place to sim-
ply adjust that design for the required
capacity and level of facilities, when the
time is right.

The design for our new home is in the
hands of the Archial Group. They are the
people who are working on the new
Watford Stadium that | mentioned.

They are also responsible for the
design of Castieford Tigers’ new stadium.
This project, as with everything else
we do at Featherstone, fulfils the needs of

a club that is the hub of much of what
goes on in the surrounding communities,
and within a sound financial structure.




Match sponsor: Impress Sports

HALIFAX RLFC

Halifax v Barrow

Sunday February 22, 2009. Kick off 3pm. THE SHAY STADIUM

CLUBCALL Halifax v Barrow

It will be tough... we
are playing catch up

GOOD afternoon everyone.

Id like to start by welcoming
the players and coaching staff of
Barrow to the Shay for this after-
noon’s Northern Rail Cup game.

They had a great season in
National League Two last year
and | am sure they will want to
prove themselves a force to be
reckoned with in the
Championship this year.

They're well coached, they've
bought well over the winter and
we're anticipating a very tough
game.

For us, last week’s win at
Hunslet finally ended a couple of
frustrating weeks which saw the
game against Blackpool called off
on a couple of occasions because
of the weather. The snow also
made it very difficult for us to
train properly, which | am sure
contributed to the performance
we produced against Hunslet.

We looked really rusty and
some of the passing was pretty
wayward. We struggled to get any
cohesion and set up play and
that’s something we need to fix
up pretty quickly. As | said in the
Press, | think we are probably two
or three weeks behind schedule

of weeks to get back on track.

Having said that, | am expect-
ing to see a significant improve-
ment now after a great week
training in Spain. We’ve worked
really hard with the ball in hand
and | am sure people will see the
benefits from that, both today
and over the course of the sea-
son.

One aspect of the game | was
particularly pleased with at
Hunslet was our front row. Said
Tamghart and Frank Watene
made a big difference when they
went on to the field.

Frank is looking fitter than ever.
He's certainly in much better
physical condition than he was
last year. He went well against
Harlequins in our last warm up
game and he carried that on last
weekend. Said lifts the line
speed, lifts the aggression and
they complement each other
pretty well.

With Dana Wilson playing
again, Matt James to hopefully
come in today after iliness and
Neil Cherryholme and David
Wrench in the mix too, there is
plenty of competition for those
places.

SPONSOR No. PLAYER 0. | No. PLAYER SPONSOR
1 Miles Greenwood Full back 1 Gary Broadbent Advance Roofing Supplies
2 Lee Paterson - - 2 Mike Backhouse Johnston Recruitment
Vision Express Halifax Ltd 3 Jon Goddard Right Wing 2 'S" Bei-lll i AL
i . am Harrison remier Solutions
g:zgx:g:: tx:zﬁ 458:::];03;2; Right Centre 5 James Nixon Furness Heating Components
6 Dwayne Barker Left Centre 6 Liam Finch Jim Redfern Associates
. 7 Liam Campbell
Roger & Sue Harvey 7:Bein Block Left Wing 8 Brett McDgnnott Saunders Transport
. 8 Matt Stand off 9 Andrew Ellis The Marine Travel Company
Riley & Co Accountants 9 Sean Penkywicz 10 Lee Dutton
Matthew Walker 10 Dana Wiison Scrum half 11 Andrew Brocklehurst Estuary Electrical
Windsor Yarns 11 Dave Larder Prop 12 Martin Ostler E.P Access
12 Paul Smith Hook 13 Andrew Bracek R.F. Miller accountants
Complete Building Materials 13 Bob Beswick 00ker 14 Paul Noone Shaun Anderson Osteopath
14 Mark Gleeson Prop 15 Chris Young Abbey House Hotel
15 Mark Roberts 2nd row 16 Jamie Butler Larry Hunt, Cross Keys
16 Sald Tamghart 17 Scott Kaighan ! :
Complete Building Materials 17 Frank Watene 2nd row :g é?lfr?s%ﬂ(:\h Jim Redfern Associates
18 Andy Bowiman Loose forward 20 Nick Beach
: i Interchange 21 Joe McKenna Larry Hunt, Cross Keys
Chadwick Lawrence 20 Graham Charlesworth 29 Ned Catic Optec Fibyes
21 Neil Chgrryholme 23 Waisale Suka BAE Land Systems
22 David Wrench 24 Alipate Tani SITA (UK)) Lid.
Howard Posner 23 Rob Worrincy 25 Sevania Koro E.P. Access
24 Gareth Moore 27 Darren Holt Jim Redfern associates
SCORERS
Tries
Conv
Pens
COACH: MATT CALLAND DGs COACH: DAVE CLARK

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLWWL-W
LAST SIX AWAY: LLLWL-W
TRIES (2008): James Nixon 35
GOALS: Darren Holt 99

LAST SIX RESULTS: WLWW-W
LAST SIX HOME: WDLLWL (2008)
TRIES (2008): Shad Royston 23
GOALS: Graham Holroyd 156

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: J.Child

Touch: S.Moss, A.Sweet
Fourth Official: J.Downham

DGs: None BENNETT'S BET DGs: Darren Holt 6
‘Fax look imposing at The Shay - )
MAN TO WATCH: Sean Penkywich Halifax by 16' MAN TO WATCH: Mike Backhouse
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HALIFAX
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BACKING
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LINK TELECOM siscemeosk ™

gOMPLETE

building materials Ltd

now and it will take us a couple

between Halifax RLFC and Barrow
Raiders at this early stage of the
season.

Both clubs ‘lost’ their season opening
games to the weather and both clubs
then secured big away wins against
Championship One opposition in the sec-
ond round of the Northern Rail Cup group
phase.

But, perhaps, the biggest common fea-
ture is the optimism with which the clubs
start the season.

Barrow have recruited well to what
was an outstanding team promoted auto-
matically from last year’s Co-operative
National Two.

They must expect to be ‘in the mix’
when it comes to end of season honours.
Being, ‘in the mix' is the least we, at
Halifax, expect from the present squad.

We believe they are well capable of

There seems to be much in common

Matt Calland Prop Said Tamghart made a big difference against Hunslet

Two clubs expecting big things this year

Halifax chairman

Michael Steele

securing a ‘Super League Point’ and with
good fortune on the injury front we hope
for silverware.

So at this early stage of the season,
today’s match has particular importance.
The loser may struggle to reach the
knock-out stages of the Northern Rail
Cup, the winner will still have every
prospect of doing so.

Because of the postponement this is a
belated opportunity for the Halifax fans to
welcome those of our new recruits who
get the nod from Matt Calland. They have
all settied in, well, and the team spirit in
the camp is second to none. | am sure
you will enjoy seeing them play.

Many of the Halifax fans reading this
piece will have attended the season

launch function a couple of weeks ago. If
you didn’t, you missed an outstanding
‘do’.

As well as being an outstanding social
evening enjoyed by fans, players and
their families, this event raised more than
£3,000 for the club.

My thanks to lan Croad, who con-
ceived and organised the event, and to
our sponsors, particularly ATM Events,
who ‘dressed’ The Venue at Bowers Mill
to give the Las Vegas Theme. Thanks are
also due to Complete Cuisine, now our
regular match-day caterers for a superb
meal.

If you haven't tried the new Match-day
Hospitality experience in the Shay Suite,
you've missed a treat.

Book soon, or you won't get the
opportunity because demand is sure to
rise as the story of a very special day at
‘the rugby’ gets round.




Sunday February 22, 2009, Kick off 3pm. COUGAR PARK

KEIGHLEY COUGARS

HUNSLET HAWKS

SPONSOR No. PLAYER 0. 0.
Frank Atkins 1 George Raynor
Dolphin Stairfts 2 Sam Gardner Full hack
The Clarksons 3 Dan Potter Right Wing
Mr & Mrs Glover 4 Oliver Pursglove -
J&M Fisher 5 Gavin Duffy Right Centre
Joyce Barret Hairdressers 6 Jon Presley Left Centre
Phoenix Trophies 7 Danny Jones -
Mr & Mrs Philips 8 Andy Shickell Left Wing
D&M Proc(eé !1) lSJaSrlnes Fga@; Stand off
Swaggs Hair Studio mon
Mr & Mrs Rothera 11 Will Cartiedge Scrum half
Phil Lund Motor Engineers 12 Neil Lowe Prop
Mr & Mrs Rothera 13 Carl Hughes
Oddities Giftware 14 Jermaine Wray Hooker
Mr & Mrs Bardgett 15 Craig Brown Prop
Cougar Pride Centre 16 Brendon Rawlins
J&M Fisher 17 Scott Law 2nd row
M Croft & T Pycroft 18 Greg Nicholson
R Weir Property 19 Craig Fawcett 2nd row
Maintenance Loose forward
Rex Procter & Partners 20 Daley Williams
Frank Atkins 21 Ryan Smith Interchange
Emily & Flynn Walker 22 Lee Mapals
23 James Hutchinson
24 Luke Sutcliffe
25 Wayne Sutcliffe
Non-numbered: Dan Belcher,
James Haythorthwaite, Tim Bibby, SCORERS
Fresh Radio Tom Hall Tri
Cougar Cubs Ben Saga ries
Jack Copperwaite Conv
Pens
DGs
COACH: BARRY EATON
LAST SIX RESULTS: WWWL-WL
LAST SIX HOME: WWWWW-W Referee: G.Hewer
TRIES (2008): Jon Presley 17 Touch: T.Crashley, D.Tindall
GOALS: Danny Jones 91 Fourth Official: S.Williams
DGs: Craig Fawcett 1 BENNETT’S BET

MAN TO WATCH: Simon Bissell

‘Eaton’s men to return to winning ways -
Keighley by 12’

No. PLAYER SPONSOR
1 Nathan Larvin

2 Scott Childs

3 Tom Sheldrake

4 Michael Brown Eric Simon
5 John Richardson

6 Darren Robinson Gary Martin-Selby Rd Tyres
7 Stuart Young Adie & Ron Jinks
8 Joe Helme Paul Gray
9 Richard Chapman Kenny Sykes
10 Ben Lawton Phil Ogg
11 Joe Howey

12 Jason Hart Eric Simon

13 Mark McKinley Dennis/Hannah Butterfield
14 Chris Redfeamn

15 Andy Robinson

16 Mark Moxon

17 Steve Brook

18 Ayden Faal

19 Ben Walkin

20 Antony Thewliss

21 Dan Cook

22 Scott Watson

23 Jonny Wainhouse

24 Charlie Wabo Margaret Gibbon
25 Michael Mark Phil Ogg
26 Nico-Slain Paul Gray
27 Gareth Firm

COACH: GRAEME HALLAS

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLL-LL
LAST SIX AWAY: WWLLL-L

GOALS: Darren Robinson 38
DGs: Phil Hasty 3

CLUBCALL Keighley v Hunslet

Touch of unknown from
tough-looking Hawks

elcome to our local
Wnelghbours from south
Leeds for today’s game

in the Northern Rail Cup.

After some bad weather for a
number of weeks it will be nice to
get some better conditions as we
approach March and hopefully no
more postponements.

We had a great start to the cup
with a good, solid victory at home
against Gateshead but we let our-
selves down last week at Blackpool
with our performance and we are
going to have to find a good level
of consistency if we are to do as
well as we expect this year.

| expect all the teams we will
come up will be of similar quality.
There is not a lot between us and
it is the sides that can perform
week in week out under pressure
that will have success.

Which brings me on to today’s
opponents Hunslet.

They have probably been the
most active team outside Super
League in the transfer market this
year, bringing in virtually a new
squad as well as keeping a nucleus
of players from last year.

They have brought in three
Papua New Guinea players from
the World Cup team and also
strengthened with some quality
championship league players and
on paper look a formidable outfit
so today’s game will be another
very tough battle which we are all
looking forward to.

Daley Williams will have had a
full week’s training under his belt
and though today’s game may
have come a little too soon I'm
sure he will be in contention for a
shirt away to Barrow next week.

Carl Hughes is also making
good progress and should resume
full training in the next week or so
and Brendon Rawlins is currently
back in Australia awaiting his visa
before returning hopefully within
the next 2-3 weeks. Hopefully we
will not pick up any serious
injuries over the next few games
and we should have some good
competition for places with every-
body having to find a good level
of consistency to keep their place
in the team.

Enjoy the game.

[ KEIGHLEY |
COUGARS

Baz carl Hug is not quite ready to return from injury

We have taken great strides off the pitch

TRIES (2008): Richard Chapman 10

MAN TO WATCH: John Richardson

Park Lane
College Keighley

Sue Ryder Caret

Manorlands Hospice

We’re with the Cougars!

communltles

ood afternoon and welcome to
Gtoday's Northern Rail Cup qualify-
ing game against Hunslet Hawks.
| would like to welcome Hunslet's
Directors, players and fans to Cougar
Park today and | hope you enjoy your
day with us.

As the chairman mentioned in the last
edition it has been an incredibly busy
close season at the club and you can
catch up with all the latest news on the
Development Team further on in the
magazine (p40/41) as they are featured
this week on the community page.

Both our Development Manager and
Foundation Manager joined the club in
the close season and both Tom and
Dean have done a fantastic job.

In the current economic climate it is
hard for anyone to generate funds but
we have been successful in achieving
some great funding grants that will see
the Cougar brand not just at Cougar
Park but all around the district with the
street academies introducing both the

HELEN CARTER
General manager

club and the game to a far wider audi-
ence,

From a commercial point of view we
have had a fantastic close season with
The KC Club attracting more new mem-
bers as people strive to find value for
money initiatives. The members club
held its first beer festival a few weeks
ago which was a great success with the
members enjoying our very own Cougar
beer, The Cougar Challenger plus meet-
ing the players and having a great time.

We are constantly attracting new
member’s benefits ensuring our KC Club
really is the way to save money, help the
club and also making vital donations to
charity. Today we will be presenting our
first donation to Sue Ryder Care -
Manorlands Hospice.

On another commercial front we have
been incredibly busy with our loyal

sponsors staying with us and supporting
us again and | thank you all for all your
help and support and we have been very
successful attracting new sponsors to
the club with today’s match sponsors HB
Clark coming on board.

| am also delighted to have
Incommunities joining us for this season.
They have not only sponsored our street
academies but they have sponsored
Freddie Cougar too. The close season
saw Park Lane College Keighley become
the clubs Foundation's primary partner
and | am really looking forward to work-
ing with them this season. | would like to
thank all our sponsors old and new for
their support as they are a vital part of
this thriving sport and business called
rugby league.

Finally | would like to thank all of you,
the fans, for staying loyal and true to us,
season ticket sales have been fantastic
as have sales of the replica shirts and |
look forward to seeing you all in the at
the game today.




Skolars v Dons Capital gains | ding th d
. WITH the scheduled Super By Andrew Jackson the summer once the football  will help produce interest to
Sunday February 22, 2009. Kick off 3pm. NEW RIVER STADIUM League launch having to be y : season had begun to wind play and watch the game.
moved to Huddersfield from Media manager down. Awareness has been
llo“no" sxl“lnns no"cASTEn London and both professional Serling Abis i he areas The fact that BBC London helped over the last decade
sides having to postpone i : are prepared to put a rugby with the growth of the junior
SPONSOR No.PLAYER  [No.  TODAY’S TEAM No. | No. PLAYER SPONSOR home games because of where rugby league coverage league show on for a hour for  game in the capital. That’s
Sl ioh on the radio has been excel- Ll S ;
1 Frank Reid Full back 1S eavy snow, some mightcon- o Crowin seven months of the year must  helped bring the game to the
Lanes Coaches 2 Corey Simms 2 Dean Colton Green Energy Solutions sider the start of February to e e m?ﬁ): et 26 'eai show that there is a demand attention to a far bigger
3 Olly Fountain Right Wing 3 Andreas Bauer Geffery Broadhead have been bad for league in a;;)o roatier ) g veyfm for the programme that goes potential audience.That jun-
4 Jaymes Chapman Riaht Cent 4 Shaun Leaf Pipers Car Sales the capital. grar;ted. inthie south ng’ : well beyond the fortnightly ior participation has also led
Al Grcowoit 5 Austen Aggrey ig entre 5 Wayne Reittie DISC (Dons Supporters) But there was an incredibly England it was very different. home support at New River to a growth in the amateur
6 Jermaine Coleman Left Centre 6 Kyle Briggs Active Workwear positive piece of news, which Less than a decade ago, cov- and the Twickenham Stoop. game and that grassroots ele-
7 Paul Thorman - 7 Paul Handforth Needhams Bikes shows the stridcsA(hc game has erage was pretty minimal. We compete for airtime ment is something that the
8 Dave Ellison Left Wing 8 Michael Haley APS Toolhire made in the last few years. The advent of internet and column inches with 14 BBC are keen to publicise.
9 Gareth Honor Stand off 9 Craig Cook BBC London announced radio helped increase the footballs in the Premiership “We want to show our
10 Glenn Osborn 10 Alex Benson Jane Speakman Fhal they would be broadcast- level of coverage, with Quins’ O the Football League, two commitment to what is a grow-
11 Matt Thomas Scrum half 11 Peter Green Everlast Waterproofing ing a weekly, hour-long games being broadcast that county cricket sides and four ing sport in London,” said BBC
12 Dene Miller Pro 12 Craig Lawton Everlast Waterproofing London rugby League pro- way for about five years now.  rugby union sides that are London 94.9s Sport Editor
Craig Ackroyd 13 Jaymes Chapman P 13 Josh Weeden Andy Booker gramme throughout the whole That must have proved either in the capital or have Pete Stevens when announcing
14 Graeme Spencer Hooker 14 Scott Jones Martins Famous Fish Market of the engage Super League popular as the station started historic links to it. Getting the launch.“It's not just about
15 Bobby Wallace 15 Mark Castle XIvV and Co-operative to gradually increase its cov- such profile can only help Harlequins Rugby League and
16 Tony Williams Prop 16 Nathan Freer Championship 1 seasons. erage in its midweek sports increase awareness of the London Skolars, the amateur
17 Chad Isles 2nd row 17 Ross Divorty DISC Dons Supporters Now that might not seem shows. Even then, the mid- game across the capital. game is equally — if not more —
18 Orrieso Agbareh S 18 Craig Holt RTN Motor Spares significant to those of you week coverage was limited to Hopefully that awareness important.”
: g nar
19 Leigh Tyler-Nissan 19 Ryan Steen
20 Paul Hyder Loose forward 20 Michael Coady
21 Ben Joyce | 21 Garry Ellery
nterchange
22 Danny Burke 22 Andy Speak
23 Andre Vine 23 Scott Smith Sue Walford
24 Smokie Junor 24 Jake Bassinder -
25 Jaroslaw Obuchowski 28 Jamie Bovill
lads will
27 Keir Bell TRIALLISTS
—  SCORERS | AbertRounding
Phil Crosby
come
Conv
Pens
COACH: TONY MILLER
COACH: CALLUM IRVING DGs Sponsored by Custom Property Developments
LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLLL-L MATCH OFFICIALS LAST SIX RESULTS: LWWWW-L ast weekend was one of massive dis-
: LL (2008 W LAST SIX AWAY: LLLWLW (2008) appointment for us as a group. We
LAST SIX HOME: WWLLLL ( ) Referee: W.Turley s were up against a formidable outfit
TRIES (2008): Austen Aggrey, Corey Touch: J.Greenwood, G.Jones TRIES (2008): Luke Gale 30 in a wonderful venue and were dominat-
2 - T.Mather ; : ed throughout the game. Our boys
Simms, Wayne Kerr 10 Fourth Official GOALS: Kyle Briggs 79 worked as hard as they have all season
GOALS: Paul Thorman 79 BENNETT’S BET DGs: Luke Gale 5 but we lacked a cohesiveness which
. Jami ‘ e 5 MAN TO WATCH: Kyle Briggs game time brings.
DGs: Jamie Nowland 1 Tricky trip for young Dan's line up Y " We will look to put all those things
MAN TO WATCH: Austen Aggrey Doncaster by 4 right this Sunday in our delayed first
home game in the Northern Rail Cup.
For a few months we have been talking : . R
o c mmun‘ s onson about giving opportunities to the locally Skolars in action at Leigh, who ran out 74-6 winners
u' ° p based players and this is something we will  coaches we now have to back up that against last year. | know they have recruit-
absolutely stick to. Last weekend saw 15 commitment with our performances, we ed well and will be a formidable test for
British players take the field for the Skolars  need to show ourselves and the wider our team this afternoon, but as a group
5 the other two being on long term visas due  community that a team made up of our we are confident we will compete with
‘ ri = to lTh}e.m. having stetII(:d in tl:e counliry. 4 local playerj Fan}r}ol onl);1 compete but the Dons in every facet of the game.
. 5] . i is a great statement to make an can succeed in this tough environment. Enjoy the game.
| & ARRIVA /A Leathwaite il () exchange data international svory ,PcLUbg,d shows where we are going as a club. We look forward to the visit of B Kes 5
dorving Londed International north londoa However as a group of players and Doncaster whom we had four games Callum Inllng
22 23




Final pieces

falling into

|
I

place for Fax

New recruit Dwayne
Barker and (below) The

| Shay, which has been
| waiting to be finished
off for nearly a decade

Halifax are many people’s
favourites to win the
Championship this season
but off the pitch the club’s
push for Super League is
finally taking shape as
GAME ON discovered

CLUB FOCUS -
Halifax RLFC

FANS visiting The Shay for Halifax’s first
home game of the season today might just
notice a few differences.

That's because work has at last begun
on redeveloping the stadium's run down
East Stand, which was left half-finished
back in 2001 due to a lack of funding.

Over the winter, developers moved in
again after Calderdale Council chiefs gave
the green light for a £4.5m redevelopment
plan and, over the course of the season,
the stand will be transformed from a terri-
ble eyesore into a facility which the club
hopes will be deemed fit for Super
League.

“One of the main reasons we failed
with our Super League licence application
was the state of our ground,” admits the
club’s chief executive Graham Clay.

“We were really disappointed with the
decision last summer, but we understand
what we need to do in order to put for-
ward a stronger case in 2011. It’s still our
ambition to get back into Super League,
absolutely.”

When finished, the East Stand will be
able to accommodate 3,500 seats, taking
the capacity of the stadium up to around
15,000 - a figure that comfortably sur-
passes the minimum Super League entry
criteria of 12,000.

However, those criteria don't solely
revolve around the size of a club’s stadi-
um, rather the facilities and match day
experience it offers supporters. That's why
reigning Challenge Cup holders St Helens
are so desperate to move into their new
stadium and why three-time Grand Final
winners Bradford Bulls are so keen to
push through with the renovations to the
Grattan Stadium as part of the Odsal
Sporting Village development.

But the new look Shay will offer a
whole lot more to the club, the fans and
their partners Leeds Met Carnegie, whose
pledge to utilise the development as a col-
lege campus convinced councillors to
press ahead with their plans.

The stand isn't expected to be fully
refurbished until September, with only an
outside chance that date could be brought
forward (that being largely dependent on
West Yorkshire enjoying a rare “good sum-
mer”). The likelihood is that the first com-
petitive game of rugby league that it sees
will be the first game of next season’s
Northern Rail Cup.

[

I N

It's full steam ahead for Rob Worrincy, who joined Halifax from Sheffield

But, even if the real noticeable changes
will only begin to appear around the sum-
mer time, as Clay remarks: “Fans here
today should notice a bit of a difference
already.

“The first few months of the redevelop-
ment have been concentrated on getting
the groundwork in place, and also on
repairing some of the effects of being
exposed to the elements over the past
eight years.

“But people will see that the old
Weavers club has been demolished, and
there is also a hole appearing where a
fantastic new glass-fronted restaurant will
be situated.

“At the moment, we're able to accom-
modate 120 match day diners, but once
the East Stand is completed that will be
up to 400. The restaurant and balcony
will offer a pretty unique view of the
pitch, and it will be the biggest banquet-
ing facility in the Calderdale area.

“On top of that there will be hospitality
boxes, bars for the fans, and new dressing
rooms and a gym for the players and
coaching staff as well as a college campus
and office space for the club.”

That office space will come in pretty
handy for Fax, who are currently stepping
up their operations off the field ahead of

a second Super League licence applica-
tion in 2011. So too will those top corpo-
rate facilities, in view of businesses hit
hard by the credit crunch now being a lit-
tle pickier about their investments.

“It’ll just make us more attractive to
businesses,” says Clay, who reports that
business is very much on the up for the
club.

“In terms of sponsorship, our shirt is
now worth the most it’s ever been. The
latest deal was worth more than any other
in the club’s history.

“We're also doing a lot of good work in
the community; we have six players full
time that get involved with that sort of
thing across Calderdale. We've just started
a new dance and fitness club, and we've
linked up with the local children’s muse-
um Eureka! to launch a new ‘Mission
Nutrition” programme.

“At the moment, all our operations are
dotted around the stadium in temporary
offices and such, so it will be great to
have the East Stand completed. It can be
sort of a new hub for the club, a bit like
the Carnegie Stand over at Headingley.”

But even with a stadium fit for Super
League, higher attendances, increased
revenue streams and further community
activity, Fax — last in the top flight in 2003

- still need to get one vital box ticked.
Performance on the field still counts,
and those hoping for promotion to Super
League from 2012 know they must have

either won the Northern Rail Cup, or
reached the co-operative Championship
Grand Final over the next few years.

Under the guidance of coach Matt
Calland and with the addition of a num-
ber of exciting new signings over the off-
season — including Bob Beswick from
Widnes, Dwayne Barker from Harlequins
and Rob Worrincy from Sheffield — Clay is
confident Fax are on the right track on
that score too.

“We had a good season last year when
we finished third, although we were dis-
appointed to lose in the play-offs when
we did,” said Clay. “This year we want to
do even better.

“In the likes of Sean Penkywicz, Paul
Smith and Bob Beswick, | think we have
some Super League standard players and
we're all excited about the potential the
side has.

“We certainly want to be up there win-
ning silverware this year.

“With the Northern Rail Cup and the
co-operative Championship there are two
trophies up for grabs, and we'd like to
win them both.”




SPONSOR No. PLAYER
Sporting Image 1 Paul 0'Connor
Premier Signs UK 2 Andy Ballard
Totalplus Communications 3 Danny Halliwell
Totalplus Communications 4 Paul Reilly
Tech Doors 5 Lee Greenwood
Office Supplies Now 6 James Coyle
Nigel Marland 7 Thomas Coyle
John Barrett 8 Paul Highton
; 9 Gary Sykes
Rudy Wilkes and Bev Mayall 10 Jamie I'Anson
11 Dave Allen
12 Tommy Goulden
John and Lynda McAndrew 13 Rob Roberts
14 Richard Mervill
Clayton Green Brewers Fayre 15 Jason Boults
Karen and Paul Gough 16 Wayne Kerr
17 Craig Robinson
18 Neil Roden
19 Cralg Littler
Cagney and Lacey 20 Simeon Hoyle
21 Lucas Onyango
Maureen and Peter Woodhead 22 Phil Joseph
23 Chris Baines
Totalplus Communications 24 Marcus St Hilaire
25 Luke Menzies
26 Luke Sutton

COACH: TONY BENSON

LAST SIX RESULTS: WLWWL-W
LAST SIX HOME: WWLLLW (2008)
TRIES (2008): Mick Nanyn & James
Coyle 21

GOALS: Mick Nanyn 139

DGs: None

MAN TO WATCH: Andy Ballard

OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

SHEFFIELD EAGLES

0. 0.1 No.PLAYER SPONSOR
Full back ; %ﬂ";avzmm AMCO
s = u n Tolent
Right Wing 3 Menzie Yere oSl
Right Centre 4 Mike Roby Jim Hawksworth, Suzanne Atkin
5 Ashley Thackeray Anne Collins
Left Centre 6 Brendon Lindsay Pennine Business Forms
Left Win 7 Gavin Brown Sheaf Telecom
g 8 Jack Howieson Hanlon & Wright
Stand off 9 Grant Edwards  Bamsley Industrial Training College
10 Mitchell Stringer Jayne Whaling
Scrum half 11 Alex Szostak Jack Smith
Prop 12 Ged Corcoran Hanlon & Wright
Hooker 13 Dane McDonald  Bethany, lan & Jackie Swain
14 Andrew Boothroyd G4S Events
Prop 16 Trevor Exton Albion Detection Systems Ltd
17 Tom Buckenham
2nd row 18 Sagib Murtza Vice Presidents
2nd row ;8 avle Wgod oS
rooks
Loose forward 21 Aaatlymn Groom Wa"‘,fﬁ%“o‘
Interchange 22 Ryan Hepworth Village Shop, Oughtibridge
23 Tangi Ropati HAS Consultants Ltd
24 Matthew Whitaker Jack & Laura London
25 James Morrow
26 Nick Tumbull Hancock & Todd
27 Tommy Trayler == Modis
28 Eddie Battye Jill Swire
SCORERS 29 Dan Hawksworth Mr & Mrs Lee
! 31 Sam Barlow
Tries :
Conv
Pens
DGs COACH: MARK ASTON

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: G.Dolan

Touch: M.Kidd, P.Ward
Fourth Official: S.Kilpatrick

BENNETT’S BET
‘Roughyeds to build on Widnes upset
- Oldham by 2’

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLW-WL
LAST SIX AWAY: LLWLL-L

TRIES (2008): Danny Mills 14
GOALS: Jonny Woodcock 90
DGs: Dominic Brambani 3

MAN TO WATCH: Ryan Hepworth

SUPPORTING OLDHAM

=

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SPINDLES
TOWN SQ
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L

OLDHAM
COMMUHIE’Y

RAMSAY

People caring for people
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CLUBCALL Oldham v Sheffield

Incredible

effort on

off the pitch

THE recent deluge of snow certainly looked nice and I'm sure it

was fun for all those who got to play in it.

But as a club and rugby team it turned our world upside

down.

We were luckier than other clubs as we were able to visit
Boundary Park on the Friday before we played Rochdale with

lan Smith the RFL Official.

It didn't take long to make the decision to postpone the game
as the pitch was under a thick blanket of snow and we were
expecting overnight temperatures of five below for the next cou-

ple of nights.

To us this meant a hectic couple of days reorganising sched-
ules and minimising the effects of three tough games in 10 days.

The difficulty is that our pitches and the gym are booked well
in advance so it proved really difficult to keep preparation for

each game running smoothly.

But, as always, it was no problem for Chris Hamilton and
Janet Yewdale. Even when we were frozen off the pitch they

found us another in quick time.

It didn’t matter to us we started training long after you had
gone to bed, we were just happy to get on a pitch with the ball
in hand. And | think that extra effort sums our club up and it
really set us up for a better performance on Friday night at

Widnes.
And what a night that was.

| was most happy with our sustained enthusiasm and ability to
stick to the task at hand over the full 80 minutes under extreme

pressure.

and

games.

utes.

\_1/7

NORTHERN

RAILCUP

Tony Benson, who was delighted with fans’ reactions
and give you a load of confidence to take into your toughest

| must thank some very important team members who sup-
ported us during the game; you were very vocal, showed sus-
tained enthusiasm and stuck to the task over the full eighty min-

As a team we can't thank you enough, your support really
matters and picks us up in situations like the Widnes game,
when we are out on our feet and under the pump, your chants
give us the extra lift we need.

Anyway we hope you're getting your money's worth and
believe me when | say we are working hard to give you plenty
more games to sing about.

Friday was great but it’s well and truly passed for us now.

We've banked three valuable points but we need at least six
more to have any chance of going through to the quarter-finals.

Friday means nothing if we don’t perform on Wednesday
against Rochdale and again today against Sheffield, who have

also recruited heavily over the off season.

Those types of games really add to the character of a team

Monday's events highlight pressure to succeed

start of the Northern Rail Cup is the

start of the season proper we got it
last weekend when, following our win at
Widnes, which was a tremendous effort
all round, the home club then sacked
their coach on Monday morning!

| am not daft enough to think for one
minute that it was based solely on that
result but it just puts into perspective the
pressures of modern day coaching.

At Oldham we have always taken this
competition very seriously and this year
will be no different as we strive to bring
success to the club and its fans.

While realising this year's format could
possibly make it harder to qualify than in
previous years we have to be positive and
on the back of that win and a home game
with Hornets RL we will hopefully be
going into today’s game with confidence.

Sheffield are a club that have made

Ilwe ever wanted a reminder that the

CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON
Chief executive

steady, rather than spectacular, progress
over the last few years and that is probably
a good business model for others to follow.

With their promotion to the
Championship a couple of years ago they
have not only cemented their place in that
division but look a good bet this time
around to at least make the play-offs with
some good signings.

Our squad is a good mix of experience
and youth and the lads are full of confi-
dence going into the game. They have
worked hard during the off season and
now are able to start to see the benefits
of that work in match situations.

It will be interesting to see how
crowds hold up this year with the current
economic climate which is affecting us all

It’s a very big challenge to play three quality teams over 10
days but personally | think we are up for it.
In fact we are looking forward to it.

Tony Benson

and although crowds at clubs in the
Championship are not massive we are all
desperately trying to make strides to be
more professional and get more people
through the gates.

Personally | think rugby league is well
placed to offer value for money in these
times and who knows we may even be
able to pick up fans from football where
the product is much more expensive and
not as entertaining!

Let's hope this afternoon’s game bears
that out and hopefully there is another
three points for Oldham towards qualifi-
cation from the group!

Already we have seen some topsy
turvy results in the first couple of rounds
and | am sure there will be more to come
and today we will be trying our best to
upset the odds against a team from a
higher division.

Enjoy the game.




CLUBCALL Hornets RL v Blackpool
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$". Hornets v Blackpool ' :
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Sunday February 22nd, 2009. Kick off 3pm. SPOTLAND : |
HORNETS RUGBY LEAGUE BLACKPOOL PANTHERS mogm
R o saw plenty of positives |
Aztek Safety 1 Chris Giles 1 Johnny Leather
. 2 John Gilam Full back 2 Damien Munroe
Ray Walton 3 Mick Fogerty Right Wing 3 Tom Woodcock WE could definitely take plenty of positives out of Sunday’s 3
Lion Springs 4 Casey Mayberry = 4 Mark McCully defeat to Barrow, despite the final scoreline.
5 Andy Smith Right Centre 5  Chris Mugan That was Barrow’s fifth game including friendlies, and our
Pauline Ainscough 6 Martin Ainscough Left Centre 6  Simon Svabic first, and that was always going to cause problems for us.
: 7 : 7 Chris Forster But | was very happy with our first half, especially considering
| Teresa Dunn 8 David Best Left ng 8 Peter Fairhurst the fact that we had a 9-2 penalty count against us, and we only
Sue Dave Butterworth 9 Janan Billings Stand off 9 John Clough had the ball 14 times.
lan Coop 10 Paul Raftery 10 John Hill _ When we did put things l(.)gcther we managec'l to hurt them a
Ray & Maureen Manecki 11 David Cunliffe Scrum half 11 Paul Alcock bit and score back-to-back tries which was pleasing.
: Hartley Thomas Wright 12 lan Sinfield P 12 K:u R colfff We did make some mistakes, and if we're still making those
The Loyalists 13 Wayne Corcoran rop s Ratcliffe in three or four weeks’ time then | won't be pleased.
| Victor Mills 14 Sam Butterworth Hooker 13 Rob Draper But the effort and commitment was certainly there, and it’s
The Loyalists 15 Martin McLoughlin 14 Martin Keaveney given us something to build on.
| 16 Mark Brocklehurst PI’OD :g E:l Alker We were busted a fair bit in the second half, but there were
17 Andy Ishel Hodson no towels thrown in from our guys.
| % Nﬁf 2nd row 17 David Llewellyn Our execution was off a bit, but that fine-tuning will come
| 19 Craig Johnson 2nd row 18 .John Boland with game time over the next few weeks. )
| 20 Liam Bretherton Lo f d 19 Liam McGovern Today we take on Blackpool, and with seven or eight of our
| fan Nield 21 Tommy Gallagher 0se forwar 20  Tom Wild former players, and a couple of ours from their end, there will
| 22 Martin Gambles Interchange 21 Andy Marsh be plenty of connections out on the pitch.
23 Liam Grundy 22 Keiron Tucker They are a team that's going very well at the moment, and
33 Dale Cunliffe 23 Daryll Kaye they had a great win against Keighley last weekend.
| 24 Chris Campbell They will be fresh because they haven't played in midweek,
| 25 Wes Lawton and to be honest we could have done with that full week’s s
[ 26  Craig Tunstéad preparation rat.her t'han having to play Oldham on Wednesday. Hornets RL coach Darren Shaw
But we'll take it as it comes. p
SCORERS ' Blackpool could emerge as dark horses in Championship Blackpo?::‘have haijl a really good start to the season, ,W':,h that
iy One, along with Hunslet, who have signed some good players. comﬁs Tt e(rj\;e and momentum, and I'm sure we're in for a
Tries g The bookies’ favourites will be Oldham and Dewsbury, but iDUBh game tday,
you can't take your eyes off anyone. Darren Shaw
Conv = =
pos Victory was ours despite the result
COACH: DARREN SHAW DGs COACH: MARTIN CROMPTON WHAT a week it's been Jim Stringer, Rochdale 2 bolts of the numbers; Mark Reynolds
After a dramatic few weeks, we finally E who covers virtually every off-field job and
LAST SIX RESULTS: WLWWL-L MATCH OFFICIALS LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLWW-W achieved step one on our journey by get- Hornets RL Society trustee  keeps our on-field activities ticking over
LAST SIX HOME: WLWWL-L Referee: C.Leatherbarrow LAST SIX AWAY: LLLLLW (2008) :"9 a ;ei"‘tm the ﬁ‘;" for “;:‘ (“!"eek's Secondly, thanks go to our crew of vol-  like @ highly tuned machine; everyone
: in Ai . ome debut against Barrow Raiders. unteers, who paid their £12 for the privi- who's sponsored a player (there are a few
i f2008). E, Toacepn TiucghKé?V?? CT"KZE?{]WE// TRIES (2008): Johnny Leather 12 It took a phenomenal effort from every-  |gge of getting our first match-day gﬂ the left - only £200 for the season); and the
GOALS: Carl Sneyd 110 Lo o JONRA GOALS: Chris Forster 25 one mvplved to ge! to the start line and it's ground. From our lean, mean, programme- steering committee who have abandoned
DGs: Jimmy Elston & Chris BENNETT'S BET i only fair to recognise those who got us selling machine to our box-runners, every-  their social/family lives to embark on this
Hough 1 Criton's bos ook s bash sk DGs: None there. one covered themselves in glory to ensure  incredible journey (we’ve found skills we
pton's boys look a handy side this ! Firstly, to Darren, Ando and the players the day went off hitch-free. didn't know we had).
MAN TO WATCH: Wayne Corcoran season - Blackpool by 6' MAN TO WATCH: Mark McCully — thei loyalty, hard work and commitment  We'd ik to thank our Sponsor GOT And, finally, thanks to you. Thanks for
0 the Hornets cause has been immense. Solutions (a free plug, there) who were 2 :
”n B ”ETS For 40 minutes last week we matched a  willing guinea-pigs for the new package — :,‘0:]:‘3 fg:%';t?ng'gigl e,:f‘:;x:; T;Zpon'
Barrow side that has had three good they enjoyed themselves so much they're i ek fant Y gk' lhp kg ey
warm-up games and built a very handy coming back for more later in the season sold out last week!), thanks for bearing
nb — looking outfit. While we tired in the second  (it's £650 + VAT per game so come and with us and thanks in advance for buying
’ half, the effort and passion was there for see one of us if you're interested). a post-match raffle ticket.
WE n E all to see. Also in-line for commendations are RFL Finally, we welcome Blackpool Panthers
And despite the scoreline, there were representative Steve Ferres whose inde- to Spotland today. They come with a side
BA c" ‘ ”n clear indications we've got a capable, pendent, unbiased guidance/whip crack-  Packed with very familiar names ~ their
hardworking, well organised unit that will ing has kept us on the rails over the last line-up last week featuring eight ex-
B”ZZ’” ’ ' do us proud in the Co-operative few weeks; our match-day back-office Hornets!
® Championship One this year. team, who keep a close eye on the nuts Enjoy the game.
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Sunday February 22nd, 2009. Kick off 3pm. SEDGLEY PARK

SWINTON LIONS

LEIGH CENTURIONS

SPONSOR No. PLAYER 0. 0.

Elizabeth Taylor 1 Wayne English

Daniel Croston 2 Barry Hamitton fail Back

Premier Building 3 Dave Hull Right Wing

Dave Roberts 4 Dean Gorton .

Mike & Kath Tyldesley 5 Marion Bill Right Centre

Muscle & Fitness 6 Graham Holroyd Left Centre

Junior Lions 7 Richard Hawkyard .

Heartland M27 - Rob Dunford 8 Paul Southern Left Wing

Junior Lions 9 Phil Wood Stand off

Egan Contractors Ltd 10 Bruce Johnson

Bill Sheppard, Warren Mottram 11 Mike Wainwright Scrum half

Chris & Viv Tyldesley 12 Danny Heaton Prop

Geoff Hewitt 13 Marty Moana

In Memory of Peter Walker 14 Craig Ashall Hooker

Lethbridge & Co 15 Gary Hulse Prop

John Spellman 16 Alex McLurg row

MS Lottery Services 17 Tommy Grundy 2nd ro

Ray Bowdler 18 Gareth Hayes 2nd row

Burrow & Humphries 19 Nell Rigby forward

Physi02 20 Adam Bibey Loose forwa

Pauline Pearson 21 Rob Line Interchange

Moorside Autos 22 Darren Bamford

Lethbridge & Co. 23 Ben Williamson

Peter Kidd 24 Paul Crook

Mike & Sarah Dagnan 25 Matt Ashe

KM Leasing 26 Chris Frodsham

Barbara & Emma Cathcart, 27 Chris Tyrer

Sue Buckley & Joyce Shannon SCORERS

In memory of Frank Stanton 28 Dave Newton Tries

Redsentine! 29 Carl Sneyd

Northline Business Consultants 30 Andy Saywell Conv

Pens

COACH: PAUL KIDD DGs

LAST SIX RESULTS: LWLLL-L
LAST SIX HOME: LLLWLL
TRIES (2008): Marlon Billy 18
GOALS: Richiw Hawkyard 47
DGs: Liam McGovern 2

MAN TO WATCH: Phil Wood

MATCH OFFICIALS

Referee: M.Thomason

Touch: B.Armstrong, G.Wallace
Fourth Official: G.Phillips

BENNETT’S BET
‘Expect another difficult day for the Lions

- Leigh by 30"

No. PLAYER SPONSOR
1 Stuart Donlan LISA
2 Dave Alstead Professor & Mrs Dale
3 Steve Maden

4 Tony Stewar

5 Nick Stanton Hattons Solicitors
6 -

7 lan Watson CS Tyres
8 Andy Hobson

9 Dave McConnell

10 Mike Morrison 0'Neils
11 Dave Armitstead Ask Platt
12 James Taylor Brick Design
13 Aaron Smith

14 lan Mort Professor & Mrs Dale
15 Adam Higson Leythers Messageboard
16 Chris Hill Civil Solution
17 -

18 Sam Reay

19 Adam Rudd

20 John Cookson

21 Dale Cunniffe

22 Jamie Smith

23 Martyn Ridyard JR Taxis
24 Dean Hatton

25 Adam Thomas

Not allocated a number: Andy Ainscough
Danny Jackson, Danny Meekin James
Richies, Lee Marsh, Macgraff Leualal, Ryan
Powell. Trialists: Brett Longstaffe; Jamie
Durbin, Lee Wingfield

COACH: NEIL KELLY

LAST SIX RESULTS: WLWWL-W
LAST SIX AWAY: WWLLLW (2008)
TRIES (2008): Dave Alstead 16
GOALS: lan Watson 62

DGs: lan Watson 2

MAN TO WATCH: Aaron Smith

Salford City Council

P

BUILDING SERVICES

DhUSIO

physiothernpy nnd =ports injsry clinic

BUSINESS CONSULTANTS LTD

Muscle &
(S 1 =R CT10 ] PROPERTIES

DMW

1ol i NORTHLINE oponsrgs O

We’re backing the Lions!

|
We've got no excuses

and will put things right

GOOD afternoon and a warm
welcome to Sedgley Park to
Neil Kelly and his Leigh
Centurions, for what we are
expecting to be a very tough
and testing Northern Rail Cup
encounter from a quality, in
form team.

With the disastrous start to
our Northern Rail Cup cam-
paign last week, the players
are in determined mood not
to let themselves or indeed
the club down again.

There can be no excuses
for the performances on the
day and that said, the harsh
lessons learned from last
week's defeat have been
taken to task on the training
field and in preparation for
the coming league campaign.

We have drawn a line
under last week'’s display and
are positively working towards
playing the exciting style of
rugby that this talented squad
is entirely capable of.

We have a healthy compe-
tition for all positions all over
the park and this can only
work for us in a positive way.
With no one guaranteed a run

It was tough going for Swinton gainst Dewsbury on Sunday

out, any slip ups will open the
door for the next man to stake
his claim and cement his
place on the teamsheet.

Leigh ran out easy winners -
74-6 against Championship 1
opposition, London Skolars —
last week $o | think will no
doubt be feeling confident
they will be able to replicate
that kind of performance

against us. This makes it vitally
important we turn up and
compete in every area of the
field. Anything short of this and
it will be a long hard afternoon
for everybody concerned.

That said, we are well
aware of Leigh's capabilities
and have worked hard to
ensure we are able to com-
pete in all areas of the playing

Lions coach Paul Kidd

field and also that of the need
for Leigh to be aware of the

Hopefully the result will go
in our favour, but a good solid
performance from the 17
players that take to the field is
vitally important to enable us
to move on.

Enjoy what | hope should
be a truly classic encounter.

Great to test ourselves against the best

visitors and friends from the Leigh
Centurions.

The Northern Rail Cup format, not only
lets us test ourselves against opposition
from our own league but against oppo-
nents from a higher division too, so we
may gauge exactly how far we have pro-
gressed and where we need to improve
on to attain that standard of play.

Rugby League is a fantastic spectacle
to watch, no matter what level it is
played at.

Everybody strives to be the best they
can and to compete at the highest levels
possible. We as a club can only benefit
from the learning curve from these run
outs against more illustrious opposition.

As we look forward past these open-
ing NRC fixtures to what we hope will be
a successful league campaign, a few

Good afternoon and welcome to our

dates for your diaries
to keep in mind,
full details of
which will be
announced
closer to each
event through
this publication
and of course our
website:
* Sunday June 28: versus
Hunslet - Charity Day
* Sunday July 19: versus Blackpool -
Past Players Day
« Sunday August 2: versus York — Ladies
Day
« Sunday August 23: versus London -
Family Fun Day
* Friday October 9 - End of Season
Dinner
Our thanks as always go to our spon-

sors for today’s fixture and for their valu-
able support:

* Executive Match Sponsor - Salford
City Council

» Associate Match Sponsor — Thompson
& Jones Accountants Ltd

* Champagne Moment Sponsors —
Premier Building Ltd.

We are determined to move forward,
both on and off the field, and hope our
successes, no matter how small, will
encourage our supporters old and new to
get behind the team whenever they can.

Enjoy the game.

John Kidd
Chairman

dangers we have in attack too.




Whitehaven v Workington

Sunday February 22nd, 2009. Kick off 3pm. RECREATION GROUND

WHITEHAVEN

WORKINGTON TOWN

No. PLAYER 0. 0.1 No. PLAYER
2 o e Fall ek el
' it = =
3 ng%acmzn Right Wing 3 Andrew Beattie
A oy Hige Gorrko 8 i)
isi
6  CarlRudd Left Centre 6  Carl Forber
] = iog | e,
arc n
9 Graeme Matinson Stand off 9 Jack Pediey
10  Karl Edmondson Scrum half 10 Dean Burgess
11 Howard Hill D 11 Mike Whitehead
12 Spencer Miller rop 12 Craig Hodgson
13 - Scott McAvoy Hooker 13 Mark Hobson
14  Danny Barker 14 Brett Smith
15  Ryan McDonald Prop 15 James Robinson
16 Andy Gorski 2nd row 16 Thomas Brindle
17 John Walker 17 Peter Dobsob
18 John Patrick 2nd row 18 * Kris Coward
19 Kyle Amor Loose forward 19 Scott Burgess
20  Marc Bainbridge 20 Stephen Dawes
21 Taani Lavulaw Interchange 21 Mark Routiedge
22 Matt Tunstall 22 Patrick Coupar
23  Marc Shackley 23 Martyn Wilson
24 Gregg McNally 24 Jarad Stack
25  Jamie Theoharous 25 Harry Kaufman
SCORERS ‘
Tries
Conv
Pens
COACH: GED STOKES DGs COACH: DAVE ROTHERAM
LAST SIX RESULTS: LWWWL-W MATCH OFFICIALS LAST SIX RESULTS: WLLLL-L
LAST SIX HOME: WWWWW-W Referee: P. Bro;l@ LAST SIX AWAY: LLWLLL (2008)
TRIES (2008): Ade Adebisi 22 Tmrﬁﬂommm ) cm“uhgmlum’ TRIES (2008): Shaun Lunt 17
GOALS: Carl Rudd 67 BENNETT'S BET GOALS: Carl Forber 100
DGs: Marc Jackson, Tane Manihera 1 ... 1o nave too much fire power in this derby - DGs: Jay Duffy, Carl Forber 1
MAN TO WATCH: Andy Gorski Whitehaven by 18 MAN TO WATCH: Carl Forber

)

LLW Repository Ltd

Nuclear
Management
Partners

We’re supporting
Whitehaven
RLFC

(HAI}:{H:1AR Whitehaven v Workington

Day when legends are born

WELCOME to the Whitehaven
Recreation Grounds and this
most important match — the
annual derby with Workington.

The pride of West Cumbria
is at stake and every player
knows it. When | first started
coming up to Cumbria | was
shown the Whitehaven ground.

“This is where we cheer”
my guide informed me. Little
did | know how much that

Dick Raaz
Chairman

Bragging
rights are so
Important

Dcrby games are made for the old clichés. Form goes out

of the window, there are no favourites etc. The trouble is,
they are all true.

Old timers tell me that one of the greatest derby games was
the 0-0 draw under the lights at the Recreation Ground. A chap
called Stuart Cummings was refereeing and turned down a last
minute Whitehaven try — and he was from Kells! | wonder what
became of him?

Certainly in my time as a player at Town these games were
eagerly contested. Win the derby game and you could strut
around Workington at least until the next one. One of the great
things about the players in these local games is that there is no
animosity after the game. That is in the nature of Rugby League
players. They play hard but are the best of mates afterwards.
Long may that continue.

This Northern Rail Cup game comes as Whitehaven's third
game in eight days. Not the sort of thing that | want to repeat.
People have to realise just how much a game of Rugby League
takes out of a young man. Recovery time is vital but there is little
of it around at the moment. Let’s hope for good weather and no
postponements.

We are hoping to see Scott McAvoy back in the fold fairly
soon and our strength in depth is sorely tested at times like this.

The future of the club lies primarily with locally produced
youngsters and to that end it is good to see the likes of Kyle
Amor coming along.

The making of a club like ours is our scholarship and academy
system. | believe we have one of the best systems around and
we must provide an environment where youngsters want to stay
at Whitehaven and succeed.

As far as the Northern Rail Cup is concerned this is a very
important competition for Whitehaven. Winning this Cup is one
of the criteria for entry to Super League. There are a lot of other
things to be done but winning this competition would be a huge
boost. We should also remember that sponsors are the lifeblood

simple statement reflects the
spirit of the match, the
league, the community and
the county.

Win, lose or draw - reputa-
tions will rise and fall on
today’s match, legends will
be born and told for years to
come. The effort will be the
most important component to
a successful day and will be
carried in the memories. of

the players and the fans.

It is not the final score
which will merely be record-
ed and left to the record
keepers. So let us all do our
bit to make it a successful
day for our team.

A long season lies before
us but there would be no
sweeter start than a win over
Workington.

Enjoy the day.

Scott McAvoy, who is expected back from injury soon

of our game. Without the support of organisations like Northern
Rail there would be considerably less money around.

Finally, I have one or two personal reasons to want to win this
game with Workington. | hope the crowd is a good one and they
are royally entertained.

| also hope that the scoreboard operators are working over-

time on the home score!
Ged Stokes
33




WIDNES VIKINGS

Widnes v Thunder

Saturday February 21, 2009. Kick off 6pm. STOBART STADIUM

GATESHEAD THUNDER

Monday's
events were
huge shock

onday's decision by Steve O'Connor to replace Steve
MM((Tmmd(‘k came as a shock to us all and to me in par-

ticular. I've worked with Steve for over three years and
he was always encouraging me, advising me about my move to
Doncaster and willing to welcome me back when the travelling
became too much.

Steve O’Connor has asked me to take over the reins of the
club in a caretaker capacity and whilst sad to see Steve Mac go
it is a great opportunity for me and one | am looking forward to.

To be asked to coach my home town team is a great honour
and | didn’t need asking twice. Whether it be for one game or
until we get into Super League then | can promise all fans that |
will work hard to ensure that the team performs to the best of its
ability.

All the players know that they have contributed to Steve’s
departure and from discussions we had on Monday they are
determined to make amends. It may be too late for Steve but
they know they owe it to our fans who pay good money to
watch.

The hard work began on Monday afternoon and | am pleased
with the players’ initial response. Obviously training and matches
are totally different scenarios and we will see tonight against
Gateshead how they respond in a match situation. The Northern
Rail Cup is an important tournament in its own right and with
the added bonus of meeting one of the criteria for a 2012 Super
League Licence then we need to respond in the right way

tonight to ensure we give ourselves a chance of qualifying for the

CLUBCALL dnes v Gateshead

John Stankevitch, who is looking after the team on a temporary basis

knockout stages especially as our next to qualifying games are
away to Blackpool and Barrow.

Gateshead have had mixed fortunes in this competition with a
midweek defeat at Keighley being followed up with a home vic-
tory over Sheffield last Sunday. Gateshead are to be applauded
for their development work in the North East and with the
recruitment of hooker Andrew Henderson they have certainly
made their intentions known for 2009.

With the departure of Dave Woods in the close season the
opportunity has arisen for Chris Hood to take over and as an
assistant moving up to first team level myself 1 would like to wish
him good luck for the rest of the season — apart from when we

meet of course.
John Stankevitch

It's been quite a week but we must improve

IF A week is a long time in politics the
past seven days at the Stobart Stadium
Halton have been equally challenging.
Friday dawned with excitement in the
air, a new season, a new team and high
expectations from everyone involved with

Alex Bonney
Chief Executive Officer

John Stankevitch who served Widnes well
as a player and twice in an assistant

Within an hour of the story breaking
we had received two CVs and interest
remained high throughout the week with
Andy Wilson in the Guardian commenting
that the Head Coach role at Widnes was
‘probably the most atiractive job in the

the Vikings. By 9pm that evening the

coaching capacity either side of a brief

game below Super League.

atmosphere at the Stadium was thor-
oughly miserable.

spell in charge at Doncaster.
At Tuesday’s weekly press conference

Whether the appointment comes from
within or not only time will tell.
But one issue regarding overseas

SPONSOR No. PLAYER No. TODAY’S TEAM No. | No. PLAYER SPONSOR
John Mather & his many sons!1 Loz Wildbore 1 Ben McAlpil
Barbara Spence 2 Dean Gaskell fu" ba(.:k 2 Danny Wilpslg:
Widnes Supporters Club 3 Richard Varkulis Right Wing 3 Kevin Neighbour Accent Magazine
Widnes Supporters Club 4 Toa Kohe Love g i
Kath Filkin 5 Danny Mills Right Centre Sl e
x:g: 6 Anthony Thackeray Left Centre 4 Dylan Nash Lady Cross Quarries
b 7 James Webster Left Wing 5 Stewart Sanderson
Museum Visitors 8 lain Morrison 6 Neil Thorman
RJ Lewis 9 Mark Smith Stand off 7 Luke Branighan James & Matthew Wells
Widnes World 10 Jim Gannon S half 8 Jason Payne
Swavesey Newsagents, Cambridge11 Lee Doran crum hal 9 Andrew Henderson
Widnes Supporters Club 12 Richard Fletcher Prop 10 Tabua Cakacaka Rob & Jackie Gardner
Robert Johnson 13 Lee Paterson o
James Owen 14 John Duffy Hooker 12 Michael Knowles
Marcus Booth 15 Tim Hartley Prop 13+
The Dennett Family 16 Gavin Dodd 14 Ryan Clarke
Uncle Jack 17 Ben Kavanagh 2nd row 15 Matt Barron
Fraser Family s 18 Matt Strong 2nd row 16 Puna Rasaubale The Schooner Inn
Halton Borough Council 19 Michael Ostick 17 Chris Parker
Leam Fox 20 Sam Thompson Loose forward 18 Robin Peers
21 Scott Yates |nterchange 19-
Lesley & Reg Warner 22 Paddy Fiynn 20 Dave Vernon
West Bank Bears ARLFC 23 Shane Grady 21 Ryan McBride
Riverside College Sports Dep 24 Josh Simm 22 Jamie Russo
Mullally’s Barbers 25 Anthony Mullally 23 Jonny Scott
North West Contracts 26 Steve Bannister 24 -
27 Brett Robinson 25 -
SCORERS 26 Crawford Matthews
) 27 Scott Woods
Tries 28 Mark Dack
29 Rhys Clarke
Conv 30 Stephen Welton
Pens
COACH: JOHN STANKEVITCH DGs COACH: CHRIS HOOD
LAST SIX RESULTS: LWWLL-L MATCH OFFICIALS LAST SIX RESULTS: WWWW-LW
LAST SIX HOME: LWWWW-L Referee: C.Halloran LAST SIX AWAY: WWWWW-L
TRIES (2008): Dean Gaskell 17 ToFZumm\ Gbm,TSBaIﬂe TRIES (2008): Stewart Sanderson &
GOALS: Tim Hartley 55 _—— gg‘l’\"L'SN';gm:’"' 2?' 3
s : Dan Rus
DGs: Bob Beswick 1 M ey i
: ‘Expect a reaction from wounded Vikings DGs: Dan Russell 1
MAN TO WATCH: Mark Smith - Widnes by 8’ MAN TO WATCH: Andrew Henderson
, ® \ ""‘/C:-
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH V- 5'&1&1}%'53
THE VIKINGS cashrorkids  SOLICITORS

RUGBY

VIKINGS <

-

N e
1 *»{‘

TICKET

Stobart

Not only had we lost 22- 20 to
Championship 1 side Oldham in a game
we had expected to win, as a
Championship side, but we lost lain
Morrison within two minutes of coming
on and Loz Wildbore after just 30 minutes
to compound matters.

Monday morning saw the decision
taken to replace Steve McCormack as
Head Coach, one not taken lightly but felt
to be necessary for the club to move for-
ward.

In his place, in a caretaker capacity, is

a whole host of journalists were given the
opportunity to ask questions of Steve
0’Connor, John Stankevitch, Terry
0’Connor and myself and it was made
quite clear we will take our time with the
recruitment process as it is an important
decision and one which we have to get
right.

John Stankevitch is part of our long
term plans at the Stobart Stadium Halton
and whether that be as the new Head
Coach in his own right or as an assistant
to a newcomer only time will tell.

coaches will be the new work permit reg-
ulations which have already had an
impact on overseas players coming into
the UK.

Tonight we welcome the Gateshead
players and staff to the Stobart Stadium
Halton and know we have a tough task.

The Northern Rail Cup is an important
competition and hopefully tonight we will
put the trials and tribulations of the last
week behind us and pick up our first win
of our campaign.




BOB BESWICK
HALIFAX RLFC
Squad Number: 13

BACKGROUND

FULL NAME: Robert Beswick

AGE: 24 (8/12/84)

POSITION: Hooker/Lock

HEIGHT: 5'11”. WEIGHT: 14st

MARITAL STATUS: Girlfriend Lauren
BORN: Wigan

AMATEUR CLUB: Wigan St Patricks
SIGNED PRO: When | was 19 for Wigan
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Wigan, Widnes, Halifax

FAVOURITES

CLUB SUPPORTED AS A KID: | always supported Wigan. They were the top team to
support.

SOCCER TEAM: | don't support a team. Just anyone who beats whoever my mates
support!

OTHER SPORT: Anything really. I'm interested in golf, tennis and football.
HOBBIES: Playing guitar.

FOOD: Nando’s chicken.

DRINK: Cup of coffee or Kopparberg if I'm out.

HOLIDAY: Florida.

MUSIC: I'd have to say the best of the Beatles.

FILM: Spinal Tap.

TV: Family Guy (pictured) or I'm Alan Partridge.

SUPERSTITIONS: | clean my boots the night before a game.

CAREER
BEST TEAMMATE: Probably Andy Farrell or Dave Peachey for talent.

BEST OPPONENT: Paul Sculthorpe when he was at his best a few years ago. When we
played Saints, he always played tough but fair.

BEST PLAYER IN THE WORLD: | think Billy Slater seems to do something good every
game so I'd have to say him.

BEST COACH I'VE PLAYED FOR: Mike Gregory. You always wanted to do your best
under him because you were scared of what he might do if you didn't!

COACH I’D LIKE TO PLAY FOR: Matt Calland, obviously, or Wayne Bennett.
MY STRENGTHS: My work-rate.
MY WEAKNESSES: Too many to put down!

HIGHLIGHT: The World Cup with Ireland. | came back with lots of belief to achieve
things in rugby.

LOWLIGHT: The grand final losses with Widnes and losing to Fiji in the World Cup - we
should have done better and it still does my head in!

ULTIMATE WISH: To have a family and have a good life.

AFTER FINISHED PLAYING: Will probably carry on working or maybe go travelling with
the family.

—aA . L | et

PAUL BENNE glves his slant on life in ‘the greatest game’

Visa changes are over

the top

WELL, bang go my holiday plans.

Moved by that mushy film with Nicole

idman and Hugh Jackman - and still a
bit gutted at having missed out on the
chance to go to the World Cup - I'd
decided to di\d[)p(—‘ar Down Under for a
few months, escaping this rotten, sinking
sle for the sun, sea, sand and XXXXing of
\ustralia.

Then | remembered that £30 ticket |
ot for improper parking a couple of years
ack and suddenly all my dreams were
p in smoke,

At least | presume th(\ are, given how

icky the mwm;,ratu)n officials at our own
Home Office and in Canberra are being
ght now. ‘[)rl\'m;,u)n\ulum Mr
istwood? No thanks. Drink-driving you
ay, Mr Carney? Next. What's that Mr
rocker? Affray?! Forget about it, sun-
hine. What do you mean it was back in

J05? | don't give a damn, Mr Crocker.
ow be on your way.’

What happened to people having a
:cond chance? | guess that only applies

o good, honest British robbers and mur-
erers, not trouble-making Johnny
reigners who can't take their ale.

Then there’s Greg Bird — a perplexing
ne, that. Bradford were obviously
ipremely confident hed be grantéd a
isa despite facing trial for allegedly glass-
ng his own girlfriend and then lying to

he police about it. If he’s guilty of such a
rrrendous offence then I'll be glad to see

him barred from joining Super League,

but what happened to the whole idea of
nnocent until proven guilty?

Presumably, they reckoned there was a
1ance Bird might ‘fly’. One can only
ssume the good pvnpk at the UK
jorders Agency get all their sports cover-
ge from the Telegraph.

Mustn't have Sky, otherwise they'd realise
u can't really disappear when you're on

V a couple of Friday nights a month.

D.R.S
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Dan Russell, who was denied a move to Whitehaven from Gateshead

And then there’s the whole minefield
of confusion that exists in the co-opera-

tive Championships since the tightening of

the rules on working holiday and student
visas.

I'll be honest, my initial thoughts about
the whole business were positive ones. |
mean, we've been wishing for years that
our clubs would cut down on overseas
imports and rely on promising local talent
instead.

But then you look at what's really hap-
pening and it’s a little disappointing.

Who exactly have been denied visas?
NVell, in Super League we're talking Bird,
Eastwood, Carney and Crocker. And if we
were drawing up a list of the top 10 over-
seas players in Super League then all four
of those might well have made it in.

Lower down the leagues, Whitehaven

have missed out on scrum half Dan
Russell who, let’s not forget, was one of
three nominees for the NL2 Player of the
Year award when at Gateshead last year.
In his place, they've simply brought in a
player with the relevant passport — but
odds are such players, reasonably rare as
't as good as the ‘full-blown
ey replace.

Mcan\\ hile, the RFL are granting dis-
pensation to anyone who was a member
of any of the squads in the World Cup -
but is that really any genuine stamp of
quality?

So before we start celebrating the fact
our borders have been rammed shut,
maybe we should reflect on those still
coming by the back door - not to men-
tion regretting the top stars now lost to
our ('nh\pelitiun&
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MARCUS ST HILAIRE
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS
Squad Number: 24

BACKGROUND

FULL NAME: Marcus St Hilaire

AGE: 32 (26/1/77)

POSITION: Centre

HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 13st 9Ib

MARITAL STATUS: Long term girlfriend

BORN: Huddersfield

AMATEUR CLUB: Moldgreen ARLFC

SIGNED PRO: | signed professional for Huddersfield in 1994
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Huddersfield (x2), Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, Oldham

FAVOURITES

CLUB SUPPORTED AS A KID: | supported Wigan as a kid because at the time it was
either them or Widnes. They were the top teams to support.

SOCCER TEAM: Manchester United.

OTHER SPORT: | like watching athletics and football. .
HOBBIES: | spend most of my time with my two children, (}hristiana, 11., and Micah,
one. They take up a lot of my time so | haven't really got time for hobbies.

FOOD: My partner makes the best lasagne

DRINK: Robinsons apple and blackcurrant.

HOLIDAY: Lanzarote.

MUSIC: Anything at the moment. I'm musically eclectic!

FILM: The Dark Knight.

TV: The Simpsons.

SUPERSTITIONS: I've always tied my left shoe lace before my right. | don't know why |
started doing that.

CAREER
BEST TEAMMATE: Lesley Vainikolo when | was at Bradford. He really took me under
his wing while 1 was there and he is probably one of my best mates. ‘
BEST OPPONENT: Jason Robinson for Wigan before he moved to rugby union. It was
awful having to play against him! ‘
BEST PLAYER IN THE WORLD: | think Bradford’s Sam Burgess is going to be up there
sooner or later. .
BEST COACH I'VE PLAYED FOR: Graham Murray at Leeds. | learned a lot off hlm.k =

! : Brian Smith. | worked with him for about six weeks w
fa‘;(s:HBlrz?de(::((f ;r?dplLtll\:niolﬂwglrlll?inhave loved playing under him for a couple of ye?rs.
MY STRENGTHS: Probably my experience having played the game for such a long time.
I'm also pretty nippy for an older guy! _
MY WEAKNESSES: ’'m not feeling as strong as | used to which is why I'm doing extra
S EF ran | Cup Final at Wembley with Leeds in 1999. | also

) i H u .
::g;{eljt;:: .Efllg;)::g ;ncgllfp?ehg; firr‘l?:s bL?t Wembley is the one that really sticks out..
LOWLIGHT: Leaving Bradford. It was one of the lows of my career because at the time |
wanted to stay but because of the salary cap it was not feasible.
ULTIMATE WISH: To win the lottery when the jackpot has rolled over to £8f)m!t e
- ike to join the fire service and | am going to reap-

SI';TonF: ::t":lr:s.;:ﬁ)[() Iﬁ(L);‘)\ZfllTl(liy Ilvﬁﬁug:gtlgkghar{ce to do that but if not | will probably carry
on plastering.

Improving
Panthers
can pile on
misery for
Hornets

Blackpool Panthers coach Martin Crompton

AFTER the first proper round of games | hope some of you
had a couple of quid on the three selections of mine on the
handicaps.

If you missed last week’s picks, well | have a few more up
my sleeve for this weekend.

If some of you are reading this article as you have entered
the ground and it is around 2.30pm, you might be one of
the people that bookmakers always keep an eye on.

These people seem to live in pockets around the Cumbria
ind Yorkshire areas. At around 2.45pm, or 15 minutes
before the scheduled kick of time of a league or cup game,
the phones go mad in the call centre or bets fly through on
the internet monitor.

We call them the team news punters, as the name suggests
these are the type of punters who watch the likes of
Dewsbury, Whitehaven and Oldham week in, week out, and
when they get the team news — four regulars might be miss-
ing — they are on the phone backing the right side of the
handicap. That will make you realise how hard it is as a
bookmaker to stay on top of all the prices and handicaps in
the lower leagues.

On writing this article, Widnes have just parted company
with head coach Steve McCormack.

This usually leads to an improved display for the next
match. Widnes have another home tie against Gateshead,
who to be fair are not the best of travellers. | would suggest a
small investment, Widnes conceding 20 points or less on the
handicap.

For the next investment, we travel up to Cumbria to a
derby match that has the tradition of throwing all form out of
the window. But | just see this so one sided and for the first

bet online

totesport.com

Totesport’s expert rugby

league odds compiler

MIKE OXLEY gives fans of

clubs in the Championship

and Championship One a few tips on
where the value lies this weekend

few weeks | would generally try and lay Workington, who are
a team low on confidence, poor on form and with a host of
new players that look like they will need a few weeks to gel.

Whitehaven, on the other hand, are prolific at home and
on the back of a decent victory last week against Batley, | can
see them covering the handicap against Workington of 24
points or less.

And finally for my nap and this will look a most unusual
selection for the team that | am tipping up.

I'am not sure if they have ever won two games on the
bounce but with Martin Crompton bringing in some shrewd
signings and with them starting of this year’s campaign with a
win against Keighley, Blackpool are a team the bookmakers
might under estimate to their cost on handicaps.

Rochdale, weather permitting, would have played a local
derby against Oldham on the Wednesday and then will have
to back up against Blackpool on Sunday. | make Blackpool at
best scratch on their visit to Rochdale, so if any bookmaker
offers them a start | would be tempted to empty my ISA
account.

bet by phone

0800 221 221




Cougars shape up the
schools and Freddie!

Keighley’s development scheme sees them
work with 2,000 children while the club
has taken an innovative approach to
helping kids learn about the benefits of
eating healthily and keeping active. GAME
ON explains all

et D
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WHO ATE ALL THE PIES? Keighley mascot Freddie is put
through his paces by Cougars coach Barry Eaton

40

eighley Cougars have

gone back to school and

hey've gained top marks
for their efforts.

The Championship One
side has pulled together an
impressive development of
Rugby League skills in not only
their Aire Valley hinterland but
in both neighbouring districts
of North Yorkshire and
Wharfedale.

Currently the Cougars devel-
opment team, which is headed
up by Foundation Manager
Dean Muir and Development
Officer Tom Hall, is delivering
coaching into 34 Primary
Schools in two partnerships
throughout the region.

The club's participation in
the Aireville Sports Partnership
and the Oakbank Sports
Partnership sees the coaches
working with 2,000 children
and that's an impressive work-
load for a small club like the
Cougars.

Muir said: “We're delivering
the coaching programmes to
Year Four and Year Six in the
Primary Schools. Each of the
schools receives six sessions in
their package which are based
around Tag Rugby.

“Each course covers a basic
introduction to Rugby League
and all the core skills the play-
ers need to take partin a
game.

“Those schools that opt to
take part in the tackle tourna-
ments receive an extra two
coaching sessions so that their
players can cope with the
extras demands placed upon
them.”

Each school has the oppor-
tunity to play in six festivals:
Boys Year Six, Girls Year Six,
Boys Year Four, Girls Year Four,
Boys Tackle Year Six and Girls
Year Six.

Muir added: “The aim is to
provide the children with a
great introduction to Rugby
League and the Keighley
Cougars. The club has been
developing the programme
during the last four or five years
and it is now ready to ramp up
to the next level.”

hen Keighley Cougars
WHead Coach Barry
Eaton returned from

watching the World Cup and
working with Brisbane-based
club Wynnum Manly he was
staggered.

The club’s mascot Freddie
Cougar had gone to seed and
piled on the weight. Having
escaped the all-seeing eye of
Eaton the furry super cougar
had feasted on burgers, chips
and pies. And they had all
landed round his waist line.

He was that unfit that he
struggled to keep pace with the
queue in the chip shop in
Riddlesden just round the cor-
ner from Cougar Park!

Eaton laid down the law:
“Get fit Freddie or Get out!”
That was the hard word and
Freddie knew he was facing the
sack so he started a six-week
‘Freddie gets Fit' campaign.

And Keighley Cougars took
full advantage because they

linked his campaign to the anti-

obesity and healthy eating pro-
grammes being run by the
Government and area’s

TP et e [
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FIT AND ACTIVE: Keighley are engaging with 34 primary schools in North and West Yorkshire
‘Having a high profile mascot allows you to
reach so many more people than just
Rugby League fans as we discovered when
he made personal appearances in the
town’s main shopping mall’

HELEN CARTER, GENERAL MANAGER

Primary Care Trust.

B They struck up an exclusive
partnership with media part-
Uners, the ‘Keighley News' and
“developed a week-by-week
HFreddie gets Fit” progress chart
“on the newspaper’s website.

»  The club also supported that
Uby developing a ‘Freddie Gets
UFit” website and a group on the
Ssocial networking site
WFacebook.

Freddie’s campaign has
Ebrought the furry mascot loads
S of profile throughout the
i region. He's pulled cars, trucks

I and trains in the full glare of

® publicity as well as undergoing

X
. ; a highly public weigh in at a

" local doctors” surgery.

Helen Carter, the Cougars
General Manager, said: “The
‘Freddie Gets Fit’ campaign has
been very successful. Not only
has it driven home via the
Keighley media that the club is

% active but it has keyed into
D vital health messages being
made available to children.

“Having a high profile mas-

& cot allows you to reach so
many more people than just
Rugby League fans as we dis-
covered when he made per-
sonal appearances in the

town’s main shopping mall, the
Airedale Centre.

“We made two three-hour
appearances in the centre on
two separate Saturdays and he
was virtually mobbed by kids
on both occasions.

“We handed out leaflets in
support of the healthy eating
campaign and Freddie had his
picture taken with loads of
people from babes in arms
through to senior citizens.

“We have established new
partnerships with companies
and organisations in our area
as we worked through the
campaign which will be on
long-term benefit to the club.

“Add into that the co-opera-
tion we received from partners
like Northern Rail and Sunwin
Nissan and it’s added up to a
significant campaign for the

Cougars. And as a bonus the
kilos have dropped off Freddie
and it looks like he might keep
his job as mascot.”

Keighley Cougars are
becoming re-connected 1o
their community. In the build
up to the 2009 season the club
has signed two major partner-
ships which will see them
deliver significant Rugby
League development pro-
grammes.

Both will be running under
the generic titles of ‘Street
Academies’. The programmes
are aimed two separate issues
within the community.

The first, which is being
backed by Incommunities, the
biggest providers of social
housing in the area, will see
Rugby League awareness being
taken into nine sites through-

out Keighley. The programme is
designed at preventing anti-
social behaviour and tackling
gang cultures in both Keighley
and Bingley.

The second element is
aimed at the substantial Asian
community in the area and is
being supported by Bradford
Metropolitan District Council.

Together the club and
Council are hoping to engage
with the Asian community and,
besides aiding integration, the
aim is to deflect the effects of
extremism on the community.

The Community Cougars
Foundation is looking for new
partners to join in the develop-
ment of Rugby League in their
part of North and West
Yorkshire.

For more details please con-
tact Foundation Manager Dean
Muir, Keighley Cougars RLFC,
Cougar Park, Royd Ings
Avenue, Keighley West Yorks
BD21 3RFE. Tel: 01535 606044.
Fax: 01535 609088.

You can also get more infor-
mation on the club’s website:
www.keighleycougars.info




AROUND THE CLUBS

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT EACH OF THIS WEEKEND'S
HOME CHAMPIONSHIP CLUBS?

1, BATLEY — In what year did Batley become the first
winners of the Challenge Cup, beating St Helens 10-3?

2, FEATHERSTONE — How many times have Rovers won
the Challenge Cup?

3, HALIFAX — What nickname did Halifax briefly adopt for
the Super League era before ditching it for the name
‘Blue Sox’?

4, HORNETS — Which economist and author is the driving
force behind the new Hornets Rugby League fans’ co-
operative?

5, KEIGHLEY — By what name was Keighley's Cougar
Park originally known?

6, LONDON — Which beer brand almost sponsored the
club in the mid-nineties?

7, OLDHAM - From which club did the Roughyeds sign
Jamie I'’Anson?

8, SWINTON — Chairman John Kidd and coach Paul Kidd
are also directors at which football club, which plays
hosts to the Lions’ reserve side?

9, WHITEHAVEN - Of which international team is
Whitehaven boss Ged Stokes also head coach?

10, WIDNES - At which ground did Widnes beat
Canberra Raiders in the World Club Challenge in 19897

ANAGRAMS

Can you rearrange the following anagrams to make the names of three co-operative Championship or

Championship One half backs?
ERASE BMW JEST

*spuey ukisa] ‘¢ ‘ypojpuey ned ‘Z Laisqapm sawer ‘| SSINVHIYNY

FAN HURT ADOLPH

GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE

DO YOU REALLY KNOW YOUR RL?
HERE ARE SEVEN TOUGHIES TO TEST
ALL RUGBY LEAGUE FANS

1, Which Frenchman scored the first ever
Super League try in 19967 |

2, Who finished off the famous ‘Wide to
West' try in St Helens’ dramatic 16-11
play-off victory over Bradford in
September 20007

3, Whose drop goal handed Wigan a
23-22 victory at Leeds in the 2003 Grand
Final Eliminator?

4, Which nation finished the 2008 Rugby
League World Cup ranked 10th out of the
10 competing teams?

5, Which country does Wakefield star
Tevita Leo-Latu represent at international

level?

6, In which British town were the Scottish
internationals the Henderson brothers —
lan, Andrew and Kevin — born?

7, ‘Rawiri’ is the middle name of which
current Salford City Reds star?

SIT IN A SHERRY

saysayoueyy ‘paojiedl plo ‘01 ‘ejques ‘6 134 uanueq ‘g

isiopesnsg onIeY ‘L ‘oxS ‘9 ‘auey awoypme ‘g Ip ned ‘p 's.

‘ned aiqqoy ‘2 ‘Aenbioy ‘g ‘ebuoy ‘G aouesy ‘p
‘apjoul Auueq ‘¢ Jukor sy ‘Z Yenbueg SIppald ‘| ;I9ATIMONY TVHINID

‘e {c861 pue €261 ‘2961) 901 ‘Z 12681 )} :IDOTIMONN dND VY NHIHLHON

‘SHIMSNY

il

ol

© 1935, 2008 Hasbro. All Rights reserved.

@)

( N when

\\9 leeds
met

monopoly

- Play Monopoly with Leeds Met and you
could win a fabulous holiday in St Lucia...

i_eeds Metropolitan University has launched the Leeds Met Monopoly Challenge,
* and is attempting to break a world record in support of local and international
1; volunteering initiatives.

Take part in this Monopoly tournament and have a chance to win a £6000 holiday
| for four at the Coconut Bay Resort & Spa in St Lucia!

‘Heats begin on 28 February 2009, and we want as many people to register as possible...

Register a team of 5 and you'll receive a limited edition Leeds Monopoly board.

Register as an individual and you'll get a limited edition
‘When Leeds Met Monopoly” t-shirt.

There are hundreds of prizes to be won...
so what are you waiting for?

Visit www.leedsmet.ac.uk/monopoly to sign up now!




GET YOUR FIX...

Your guide to Northern Rail Cup and Championships for 2009

NORTHERN
RAIL CUP

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Keighley Cougars 40, Gateshead Thunder 20

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Sheffield Eagles 38, Hunslet Hawks 16

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Widnes Vikings 20 Oldham 22

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Doncaster RLFC 6, Featherstone Rovers 32
Gateshead Thunder 44, Sheffield Eagles 18
Leigh Centurions 74, London Skolars 6
Whitehaven 52, Batley Bulldogs 30
Blackpool Panthers 16, Keighley Cougars 14
Dewsbury Rams 50 Swinton Lions 0
Hunslet Hawks 10, Halifax RLFC 38
Rochdale Hornets 12, Barrow Raiders 54
Workington Town 10 York City Knights 34

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Batley Bulldogs v Doncaster RLFC 19.30
Featherstone Rovers v Leigh Centurions 20.00
York City Knights v Whitehaven 19.30
Oldham v Rochdale Hornets 19:45

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Widnes Vikings v Gateshead Thunder

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Batley Bulldogs v York City Knights 14:00
Featherstone Rovers v Dewsbury Rams 15:00
Halifax RLFC v Barrow Raiders 15:00
Whitehaven v Workington Town 15:00
Keighley Cougars v Hunslet Hawks 15:00
London Skolars v Doncaster RLFC 15:00
Oldham v Sheffield Eagles 15:00
Rochdale Hornets v Blackpool Panthers 15:00
Swinton Lions v Leigh Centurions 15:00

SUNDAY, MARCH 1

Barrow Raiders v Keighley Cougars 14:00
Gateshead Thunder v Rochdale Homets 15:00
Leigh Centurions v Whitehaven 15:00
Sheffield Eagles v Halifax RLFC 15:00
Blackpool Panthers v Widnes Vikings  15:00
Dewsbury Rams v Batley Bulldogs 15:00
Workington Town v Featherstone Rovers 15:00
Doncaster RLFC v Swinton Lions 13:00
Hunslet Hawks v Oldham 14:00
York City Knights v London Skolars 14:00

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
Barrow Raiders v Widnes Vikings
Halifax RLFC v Blackpool Panthers

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
Swinton Lions v Workington Town

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
London Skolars v Dewsbury Rams TBC

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

18:00

19:30
20:00

19:30

CGO-OPERATIVE
CHAMPIONSHIP

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Widnes Vikings v Toulouse Olympique

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
CHAMPIONSHIP
Barrow Raiders v Doncaster RLFC

19:30

18.30

44

SUNDAY, MARCH 15

CHAMPIONSHIP

Batley Bulidogs v Featherstone Rovers 15:00
Sheffield Eagles v Leigh Centurions 15:00
Whitehaven v Gateshead Thunder 15:00

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE
Oldham v Blackpool Panthers

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Halifax RLFC v Widnes Vikings

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Sheffield Eagles

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

CHAMPIONSHIP

Featherstone Rovers v Whitehaven
Gateshead Thunder v Barrow Raiders
Leigh Centurions v Batley Bulldogs

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Workington Town v Rochdale Hornets
Blackpool Panthers v Hunslet Hawks
Dewsbury Rams v York City Knights
Keighley Cougars v Oldham

London Skolars v Swinton Lions

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Batley Bulidogs v Gateshead Thunder

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
CHAMPIONSHIP

Whitehaven v Toulouse Olympique
Barrow Raiders v Halifax RLFC
Widnes Vikings v Sheffield Eagles

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
CHAMPIONSHIP
Doncaster RLFC v Leigh Centurions

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Homets v Dewsbury Rams  15:00
Swinton Lions v Keighley Cougars 15:00
York City Knights v Blackpool Panthers 15:00
Hunslet Hawks v London Skolars 15:00
Oldham v Workington Town 15:00

THURSDAY, APRIL 9
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Sheffield Eagles v Doncaster RLFC TBC

FRIDAY, APRIL 10

CHAMPIONSHIP

Halifax RLFC v Batley Bulldogs 20:00
Gateshead Thunder v Featherstone Rovers 18:00
Barrow Raiders v Whitehaven 15:00
Sheffield Eagles v Doncaster RLFC 15:00
Widnes Vikings v Leigh Centurions 15:00

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v Oldham
Workington Town v Hunslet Hawks
Blackpool Panthers v Swinton Lions
Dewsbury Rams v London Skolars
Keighley Cougars v York City Knights
MONDAY, APRIL 13

CHAMPIONSHIP

Featherstone Rovers v Sheffield Eagles 15:00
Leigh Centurions v Barrow Raiders 13:00
Batley Bulidogs v Toulouse Olympique 15:00
Doncaster RLFC v Widnes Vikings 15:00
Whitehaven v Halifax RLFC 15:00

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v Workington Town
York City Knights v Rochdale Hormet
Hunslet Hawks v Keighley Cougars
London Skolars v Blackpool Panthers
Oldham v Dewsbury Rams

15:00

15:00
15:00
15:00

15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00

19:30

18:00
18:30
18:00

15:00

15:00
15:00
15:00
15:30
19:30

15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00
20:00

THURSDAY, APRIL 16

CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)

Gateshead Thunder v Sheffield Eagles
FRIDAY, APRIL 17

CHAMPIONSHIP

Widnes Vikings v Batley Bulldogs

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Leigh Centurions

SUNDAY, APRIL 19

CHAMPIONSHIP

Halifax RLFC v Doncaster RLFC
Whitehaven v Featherstone Rovers

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Leigh Centurions v Featherstone Rovers 19:30

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
CHAMPIONSHIP
Barrow Raiders v Batiey Bulldogs

SUNDAY, APRIL 26

CHAMPIONSHIP

Halifax RLFC v Gateshead Thunder

D ter RLFC v Toul Olympique
Sheffield Eagles v Widnes Vikings

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v London Skolars
Workington Town v York City Knights
Dewshury Rams v Hunslet Hawks
Keighley Cougars v Blackpool Panthers
Oldham v Swinton Lions

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Featherstone Rovers v Halifax RLFC

FRIDAY, MAY 1

CHAMPIONSHIP

Widnes Vikings v Barrow Raiders
Gateshead Thunder v Doncaster RLFC

SUNDAY, MAY 3
CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Whitehaven

MONDAY, MAY 4
CHAMPIONSHIP
Batley Bulldogs v Leigh Centurions

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v Dewsbury Rams

York City Knights v Keighley Cougars
Blackpool Panthers v Rochdale Hornets
Hunslet Hawks v Workington Town
London Skolars v Oldham

THURSDAY, MAY 7
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Whitehaven v Widnes Vikings

FRIDAY, MAY 8
CHAMPIONSHIP
Sheffield Eagles v Featherstone Rovers

SATURDAY, MAY 9
CHAMPIONSHIP
Barrow Raiders v Gateshead Thunder

SUNDAY, MAY 10

CHAMPIONSHIP

Doncaster RLFC v Batley Bulldogs
Leigh Centurions v Halifax RLFC
THURSDAY, MAY 14
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)

Leigh Centurions v Widnes Vikings
SATURDAY, MAY 16

CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Barrow Raiders

19:30

19:30

SUNDAY, MAY 17

CHAMPIONSHIP

Featherstone Rovers v Doncaster RLFC
Bateshead Thunder v Whitehaven
Halifax RLFC v Sheffield Eagles

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v York City Knights
Dewsbury Rams v Blackpool Panthers
Keighley Cougars v Swinton Lions
Workington Town v London Skolars
Oldham v Hunslet Hawks

» THURSDAY, MAY 21

CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Doncaster RLFC v Halifax RLFC

SATURDAY, MAY 23

CHAMPIONSHIP

Sheffield Eagles v Toulouse Olympique
Barrow Raiders v Featherstone Rovers
Widnes Vikings v Gateshead Thunder

SUNDAY, MAY, 24
CHAMPIONSHIP
Batiey Bulldogs v Whitehaven

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v Oldham

Workington Town v Dewsbury Rams
Blackpool Panthers v Keighley Cougars
Hunslet Hawks v Rochdale Homets
London Skolars v York City Knights

THURSDAY, MAY 28
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Featherstone Rovers v Leigh Centurions 19:30

SATURDAY, MAY 30

- CHAMPIONSHIP

Gateshead Thunder v Toulouse Olympique 18:00
Barrow Raiders v Sheffield Eagles 18:30

SUNDAY, MAY 31

CHAMPIONSHIP
Batley Bulldogs v Widnes Vikings
Whitehaven v Doncaster RLFC

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE
Swinton Lions v Rochdale Hornets
York City Knights v Dewsbury Rams

' Keighley Cougars v Workington Town

London Skolars v Hunslet Hawks

| SATURDAY, JUNE 6
- NORTHERN RAIL CUP QUARTER-FINALS

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
NORTHERN RAIL CUP QUARTER-FINALS

THURSDAY, JUNE 11
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE (TV)

- Dewsbury Rams v Keighley Cougars

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
CHAMPIONSHIP

. Widnes Vikings v Featherstone Rovers

Toulouse Olympique v Batley Bulldogs

SUNDAY, JUNE 14

CHAMPIONSHIP

Halifax RLFC v Barrow Raiders

Leigh Centurions v Gateshead Thunder
Sheffield Eagles v Whitehaven

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v Blackpool Panthers
Workington Town v Swinton Lions
Hunslet Hawks v York City Knights

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
NORTHERN RAIL CUP SEMI-FINAL

SUNDAY, JUNE 21

- NORTHERN RAIL CUP SEMI-FINAL

THURSDAY, JUNE 25
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE (TV)

York City Knights v Oldham 19:30

I SATURDAY, JUNE 27

CHAMPIONSHIP

; Toulouse Olympique v Feathorstone Rovers 20:00

SUNDAY, JUNE 28

CHAMPIONSHIP

Batley Bulldogs v Barrow Raiders
Doncaster RLFC v Sheffield Eagles
Gateshead Thunder v Halifax RLFC
Whitehaven v Leigh Centurions
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v Hunslet Hawks
Blackpool Panthers v Workington Town
Keighley Cougars v Rochdale Horets
London Skolars v Dewsbury Rams

THURSDAY, JULY 2
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Barrow Raiders v Toulouse Olympigue

FRIDAY, JULY 3

CHAMPIONSHIP

Sheffield Eagles v Batley Bulldogs
Halifax RLFC v Leigh Centurions

SATURDAY, JULY 4
CHAMPIONSHIP
Widnes Vikings v Doncaster RLFC

SUNDAY, JULY 5
CHAMPIONSHIP
Featherstone Rovers v Gateshead Thunder 15:00

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Homnets v Hunsiet Hawks 15:00
Workington Town v Oldham 15:00
Blackpool Panthers v York City Knights 15:00
Dewsbury Rams v Swinton Lions 15:00
Keighley Cougars v London Skolars 15:00

SUNDAY, JULY 12
NORTHERN RAIL CUP FINAL (at Blackpool)

THURSDAY, JULY 16
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Whitehaven v Barrow Raiders

SATURDAY, JULY 18
CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Halifax RLFC

SUNDAY, JULY 18

CHAMPIONSHIP

Batley Bulldogs v Doncaster RLFC
Gateshead Thunder v Widnes Vikings
Leigh Centurions v Sheffield Eagles

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v Blackpool Panthers
York City Knights v Workington Town
Hunslet Hawks v Dewsbury Rams
London Skolars v Rochdale Hornets
Oldham v Keighley Cougars

THURSDAY, JULY 23
CHAMPIONSHIP (TV)
Sheffield Eagles v Gateshead Thunder

FRIDAY, JULY 24
CHAMPIONSHIP
Halifax RLFC v Featherstone Rovers

19:30

SATURDAY, JULY 25

CHAMPIONSHIP

Barrow Raiders v Leigh Centurions
Toulouse Olympique v Widnes Vikings

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE
Blackpool Panthers v London Skolars

SUNDAY, JULY 26
CHAMPIONSHIP
Doncaster RLFC v Whitehaven

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v Swinton Lions
Workington Town v Keighley Cougars
York City Knights v Hunslet Hawks
Dewsbury Rams v Oldham

THURSDAY, JULY 30
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE (TV)
Keighley Cougars v Dewsbury Rams

FRIDAY, JULY 31
CHAMPIONSHIP
Widnes Vikings v Halifax RLFC

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
CHAMPIONSHIP
Featherstone Rovers v Toulouse Olympigue 18:00
Gateshead Thunder v Batley Bulldogs  19:00
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

CHAMPIONSHIP

Leigh Centurions v Doncaster RLFC
Whitehaven v Sheffield Eagles
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v York City Knights
Hunslet Hawks v Blackpool Panthers
London Skolars v Workington Town
Oldham v Rochdale Hornets

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE (TV)
Oldham v London Skolars

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
CHAMPIONSHIP
Toulouse Olympique v Gateshead Thunder 20:00

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

CHAMPIONSHIP

Halifax RLFC v Whitehaven

Batley Bulldogs v Sheffield Eagles
Doncaster RLFC v Barrow Raiders
Featherstone Rovers v Widnes Vikings

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
CHAMPIONSHIP
Sheffield Eagles v Halifax RLFC

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15

CHAMPIONSHIP

Leigh Centurions v Toulouse Olympique
Barrow Raiders v Widnes Vikings

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

CHAMPIONSHIP

Doncaster RLFC v Featherstone Rovers
Whitehaven v Batley Bulldogs

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v Keighley Cougars
Blackpool Panthers v Oldham
Dewsbury Rams v Workington Town
Hunslet Hawks v Swinton Lions

York City Knights v London Skolars

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22

CHAMPIONSHIP

Widnes Vikings v Whitehaven
Toulouse Olympigque v Doncaster RLFC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23

CHAMPIONSHIP

Batiey Bulldogs v Halifax RLFC
Featherstone Rovers v Barrow Raiders
Gateshead Thunder v Leigh Centurions

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Swinton Lions v London Skolars
Workington Town v Blackpool Panthers
Dewsbury Rams v Rochdale Hornets
Keighley Cougars v Hunslet Hawks
Oldham v York City Knights

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
CHAMPIONSHIP ONE
London Skolars v Keighley Cougars

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
CHAMPIONSHIP
Halifax RLFC v Toulouse Olympique

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE
York City Knights v Swinton Lions

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

CHAMPIONSHIP

Doncaster RLFC v Gateshead Thunder  15:00
Featherstone Rovers v Batley Bulldogs 15:00
Leigh Centurions v Whitehaven 15:00
Sheffield Eagles v Barrow Raiders 15:00

CHAMPIONSHIP ONE

Rochdale Hornets v Workington Town
Blackpool Panthers v Dewsbury Rams
Hunslet Hawks v Oldham

15:00
15:00

15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00

15:00
15:00
15:00

ALL KICK-OFFS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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WHAT A RESUI.'I'!

o ™ NORTHERN
nmwun

V. GHAMPIONSHIP

The co-operative

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

Mﬂﬂ.flllf

Neighbour, Brannighan,
Sanderson, Piers. Goals:

Oldham 22
Tries: Ballard, Boults. Goals:
Ballard 7.

York City Knights 1
Whitehaven 1
Swinton Lions 1
Batley Bulldogs

34
52
0
30

24
22
-50
-22

Mike Backhouse (Barrow) 4ts 12

lestyn Harris (Feath) 1t 4gs 12

Kevin Neighbour (Thunder
Stuart Sanderson (Thunder)
Steve Brooks (Sheffield)

NORTHERN TSNGON T '_° AL LEUR e CREGIRSON | eading point scorers | Leading try scorers
nAlL c“P 2009 Tries: Stack, Dawes. Goals: (Does not include results from Wednesday night)
| Forber. POOL ONE lan Mort (Leigh) 1t, 9gs 22 | Andy Gorski (Whitehaven) 3
York City Knights 34 L LU UL ORI Pat Walker (Dewsbury) 11gs 22 | Jamie Durbin (Leigh) 3
: Keighley C 2 :
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 Tries: Haberecht 2, Oakes, o Serci S SR A S \ndy Ballard (Oldham) 1t, 7gs 18 | Jon Presley (Keighley) 3
POOL ONE M Mitchell, Clough, Halifax 1100 0 38 10 28 3 :2MAY B Dylan Nash (Gateshead) 3
Blackpool Panthers 16 : : Gateshd Thunder 2 1 0 1 0 64 58 6 3 |HEEAT
Tries: McCully 2, Tucker. Rk, st ol Oldham YRR I P 2P T P I Sl Luke Brannighan (Thunder) Mike Backhouse (Barrow) 3
Goals: Leather. i If Time: 6-22 S 2 s10 g ' 69 16;] Seeil Funbaice fiefimy 2
Keighley Cougars 14 A?tenéant;e- 51:',, Wign:aes \nk?«?g? 1001 120 ' Jonny Woodcock (Sheffield) Mark McCully (Blackpool) 2
Tries: Law, Bissell, Smith. e Homets AL 10010 12 (I 55 16 | Bvan Hepworth (Sheffield) 2
. t .
SO FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 e Sl Danny Jones (Keighley) 7gs 14 j;m'g;‘:f: (LLe.'gl:') g
Halt Thne: (-6, POOL ONE POOL TWO Andy Gorski (Whitehaven) ts 12 | “amie Smith (Leigh)
Attendanca: 400. Widnes Vikings 20 P ; Jamle Durbin (Leigh) ats 12 | L™ Finch (Barrow) .
Tries: D Flg Dodd Leigh Centurions 1 74 68 n(.eng) Kane Epati (Dewsbury) 2
Gateshead Thunder 44 Hes: Dufty, Flynn, Dodd, Dewsbury Rams 1 50 0 50 Jon Presley (Keighley) 4ts 12 | o yanerecht (York) 2
Tries: Nash 3, Arundel, Thackeray. Goals: Dodd 2. Feath’stone Rovers1 32 26 Dylan Nash (Gateshead) 4ts 12 9
2
2
2

Brannighan 6.

Sheffield Eagles 18
Tries: Hepworth 2, Edwards.
Goals: Woodcock 3.

Half Time: 16-12.
Attendance: 1,226.

Hunslet Hawks 10
Tries: Richardson, Brook.
Goal: Young.

Halifax 38

Tries: Tamghart, Black,
Penkywicz 2, Greenwood,
Moore, Cherryholme. Goals:
Black 3, Moore 2.

Half Time: 4-20.
Attendance: 878.

Hornets RL 12
Tries: Fogerty, Giles. Goals:
Corcoran 2.

Barrow Raiders 54
Tries: Bell, Bracek, Finch 2,
Harrison, Backhouse 3,
Ellis. Goals: Noone 9.

Half Time: 12-16.
Attendance: 501.

POOL TWO
Dewsbury Rams
Tries: Robinson, Powell,

46

Leigh’s Steve Maden scores one of his two tries against London
Skolars during the one-sided affair at the Centurions’ new stadium

Spurr, Buchanan, Hurst,
Epati 2. Goals: Walker 11.
Swinton Lions 0
Half Time: 24-0

Attendance: 999

Doncaster 6
Tries: Cook. Goals: Briggs.
Featherstone Rovers 32
Tries: S Kain, A Kain, Harris,
Steel, Smeaton, Hesketh.
Goals: Harris 4.

Half Time: 0-22.
Attendance: 1,126.

Leigh Centurions 74
Tries: Ridyard, Durbin 3,
Mort, Smith 2, Donlan, Reay,
Maden 2, Watson, Stanton,

Stewart. Goals: Mort 9.
London Skolars 6
Tries: Aggrey. Goals:
Thorman.

Half Time: 38-6
Attendance: 1,375
Whitehaven 52
Tries: Calvert, Mattinson,
Patrick, Gorski 3, Eilbeck,
McNally, M Jackson. Goals:
Rudd 6, McNally 2.
Batley Bulldog

Tries: Gallagher, Simpson,
Cardiss, Flanagan, Maun.
Goals: Barlow 2, Flanagan
a

Half Time: 30-12
Attendance: 1,146.

30

Half Time: 4-14.
Attendance: 2,783.

"WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 11
POOL ONE
Sheffield Eagles
Tries: Brooks 2, Whitaker,
Boothroyd, Roby, Szostak,
Lindsay. Goals: Woodcock 5.
Hunslet Hawks 16
Tries: Brook, Mark, Larvin.
Goals: Chapman, McKinley.
Half Time: 16-6.
Attendance: 556.

38

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
POOL ONE

Keighley Cougars 40
Tries: Duffy, Rayner, Feather,
Pursglove, Presley 3.
Goals: Jones 6.
Gateshead Thunder
Tries: Neighbour,
Sanderson, McAlpine,
Carvighan. Goals: Carvighan
2.

Half Time: 12-14

20

Attendance: 337.

Doncaster
London Skolars
3 pts for win, 2 for draw,

1
Workington Town 1
1
1

1 for

cococococococococol
B - L - =

CSOCTOO = itk ok e =

il bonus

Scoooococoowm

0 6 32
0 6 74 -68

point for losing by 12pts or less

10

-24
-26

COCOCODWWWWW

NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE 2008
A Dif Pts

Salford City Reds
Celtic Crusaders
Halifax RLFC

Leigh Centurions
Whitehaven
Widnes Vikings*
Sheffield Eagles
Featherstone R
Batley Bulldogs
Dewsbury Rams (R)

*Widnes deducte

¢ nine point

PW
18 12
18 12
1811
18 10
18 10

D
3
0

18 10 ¢

18 8
18 6
18 §
18 2

for going

1
1
0
0

R
3 614
6 511
6 634
8 448
8 420
6 453
9 425
11 452
13 387
16 315
idmini

302 312
391 120
514120
448 0
399 21
410 43
530
515 -63
538-151

45
40
38
34
32
30

-105 29

26
23

612 -297 13

tration

NATIONAL LEAGUE TWO 2008
A Dif Pts

PW

Gateshead Thunder (P)22 19

Barrow Raiders (P)
Oldham

Doncaster (P)
Keighley Cougars
York City Knights
Rochdale Hornets
Workington Town
Blackpool Panthors
Swinton Lions
London Skolars
Hunslet Hawks

22 16
22 17
22 15
22 15
21
2210
2 6
2 7
2 6
22 4
22 4

D

0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
(

)

1
0

L F
3 767
6 703
5716
7 672
7 611
10 740
11 715
16 512
14 472
16 482
17 449
18 336

415 352
375 328
456 260
426 246
519 92
540 200
610 105

59
52
52
48
48
42
36

628 -116 28
828 -356 25
777 -295 22
823 -374 20
778 -442 17

Rudd (Whitehaven) 6gs
(Does not include points from
Wednesday night's games)

12

Steve Brook (Hunslet)
(Does not include tries from
Wednesday night's games)

James Nixon (Barrow — pictured)

Paul White (Salford)

Martin Ainscough (Rochdale)
Luke Gale (Doncaster)
Richard Myler (Salford)

S

Graham Holroyd (Halifax —
Mick Nanyn (Oldham)
Dan Russell (Gateshead)
Carl Sneyd (Rochdale)

Mick Nanyn (Oldham)
Graham Holroyd (Halifax)
Dan Russell (Gateshead)
Carl Sneyd (Rochdale)
John Wilshere (Salford)
Carl Forber (Workington)

pictured) 156

139
129 (1)
110
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