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1921-22
191112
1914-15
1918-19

LANCASHIRE CUP BEATEN FINALISTS 1912-13
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CLUB RECORDS
DEBUT SEASON
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ARLFC
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SATURDAY YANKEE LOTTERY

A thrilling experience watching your
horses race to the post on TV.

your club needs your support, contact the club office on

01706 648004
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UNITED

Proud to Support
Rochdale Hornets

Sandbrook Park,
Rochdale, OL11 1RY

www.united.coop

A Rochdale business supporting a Rochdale team!

BOBBIES

And a warm welcome to Oldham who we meet for the 4th time this season.

| was delighted to get through the early rounds of the Northern Rail Cup and
pleased to get a home draw in what will no doubt be a tough encounter
against Dewsbury Rams,

| was really disappointed with the news of Paul Alcock's injury which could
mean he will be out for up to 6 weeks and he will be sorely missed but the

INTERBAKE LTD

SIMPLY THE A - Z OF ALL THAT’S BEST
IN BAKERY EQUIPMENT

Our range includes:

UNIFILLER
The versatile depositor

UNIT 2 - BRIDGE MILLS, ROCHDALE ROAD
EDENFIELD - BURY - LANCASHIRE - BLO ORE

TEL: 01706 825596

| are looking forward to getting the campaign underway.

] league starts now which is what we've all been waiting for and the squad and

Absolutely delighted to get a home draw for the next round of the Challenge
! Cup against a top 4 Superleague side in Hull who | hope will bring a bumper
crowd with them and who knows, on the day a shock could be on the cards.

Enjoy the game.
Bobbie




COHENS CHEMIST HOiERE

FREE SERVICE &AMPBELL

We will collect your repeat prescriptions
from your doctors surgery and
if required deliver fo your door...
TOTALLY FREE OF CHARGE!

i REGISTRATION FORM k
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| hereby authorise Cohens Chemist to collect my prescription from the surgery written

above on my behalf. | will inform you in writing any alteration fo this agreement.

Signed Date
\ r,

Chris returned to the Club during closing stages of last season and was
delighted to extend his stay when Bobbie Goulding was appointed
coach. In-between spells at the Club Chris has been playing for the
highly successful Warrington Wizards outfit. After an excellent pre-
season Chris will be hoping to recapture the form he showed during the

Free Prescription Collection and Delivery Service
2004/05 seasons. Chri d1itryiné hi &'
FREEPHONE 0800 0855 1 1 1 our last matc: agai?;ts%)l:jeham r?'lu'en sci‘?gga{v?/gcfzezn inlsgﬁ:u;r\z-Zg

Branches at SUCCESS.S.

69 Milkstone Road
164 Drake Street
242 Yorkshire Street

Played Sub Tries Goals Drop Goals Points
Chris Campbell 3 0 2 0 0 8
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ROCHDALE HORNETS

YING SQUAD

played the final 3 games of 2007 2 of
the appearances being from the
bench.

Craig Robinson (Prop);

During the tough times of the 2007
season Craig always led from the front,
never allowing his head to drop. His
battling qualities and loyalty to the
cause have been rightly rewarded with
Craig named Vice Captain for the 2008
season, a fitting tribute to the former
Wakefield man. All Craig's 15
appearances came from the bench
scoring 4 tries.

Wayne Corcoran (Half Back/ Loose
Forward);

Wayne was another player that
showed loyalty beyond the cause
during the 2007 season. Despite
requiring a shoulder operation for the
majority of the season Wayne bravely
played on showing immense courage
which was all too lacking during 2007
but Wayne chose to fight on unselfishly
delaying his operation. Wayne should
be back in fitness for the start of
February and will be hoping to back up
2007 with another big season. Wayne
made a total of 23 appearances 12
from the bench scoring 3 tries.

Eric Andrews (Wing);

The highlight of 2007 for Eric was the
magnificent solo matching winning try
he scored in the Challenge Cup verses
Celtic Crusaders. That try gave
everyone a glimpse of just what Eric is
capable of given the space and a
chance to run at the opposition which
in 2007 was limited. Eric has enjoyed
his stay at Hornets and was only too
willing to pen a deal for 2008. No-one
made more appearances than Eric's
28 in 2007. He scored 10 tries in all
competitions.

Danny Samuels (Loose Forward)
Danny successfully made the
transition from U'21 to First Team
Grade during 2007 and will now be
hoping to push on and make a real
impact in 2008. Danny was one of the
mainstays of last year's successful
U21's team making a significant
contribution at that level despite
suffering a number of injuries.

Todd O'Brien (Hooker)

A consummate Professional Todd
found First Team opportunities limited
in 2007 but got his reward for some
brilliant U'21 performances by
featuring regularly in the First Team
towards the end of last season. Todd's
leadership qualities earned him the
Captain's role in the U21’s last term but
Todd's goal this season will be to
cement a place in the First Team. Todd

Sam Butterworth (Stand Off)

Had three great seasons with Hornets
from 2004-06 before linking up with
former Coach Darren Shaw at Leigh
where Sam had an exceptional season
and was instrumental in Hornets
downfall on both occasions the sides
met last term. Sam will have benefited
from his time away from the Club but is
really pleased to have re-signed for his
home town team. Sam played 21 times
for Leigh last term scoring 3 tries.

Paul Alcock (Second Row)

Paul (25) started his career at
Warrington Wolves a product of their
youth system and spent four seasons
there before moving to neighbours
Widnes Vikings. Widnes gave Paul his
Super League debut v Wakefield in
2001 and he went onto make 15 Super
League appearances for the Cheshire
Club. His next move took him to
Swinton in 2006 having previously had
a spell on loan with the Club in 2005.
Moved to Hornets in Autumn 2007
citing Bobbie Goulding as the main
reason for his decision to switch clubs.
In 2007 Paul made 15 full appearances
and a further 2 from the bench scoring
4 tries

Andrew Marsh (Prop)

Andrew Is a product of the highly
successful Widnes Vikings youth set
up and has also been involved with
both the England and Great Britain
students’ Rugby League teams.
Although only 19 Andrew has figured
in a number of high profile matches
including two Senior Academy Grand
Finals and taking part in the Carnegie
Students Ashes Series v Australia. His
performances in these matches have
now earned him a chance in the
Professional ranks.

Chris Spurr (Centre)

Chris (27) has spent his entire career
playing in Yorkshire before deciding to
take up Bobbie Goulding's offer to
refresh his career across the Pennines
at Hornets. Another product of the
Great Britain Students set up Chris
signed professionally for Featherstone
in 1997 before moving onto Batley and
then York from where Hornets secured
his signature. Has always featured
prominently in the try-scoring column
for all the clubs he has played for. Chris
featured 28 times for York last term
scoring a healthy 12 tries in the

process.

Martin Ainscough (Standoff)
Product of the Widnes Academy
Martin (22) played for both the Junior
and Senior academy at Widnes and
was awarded junior academy Player of
the year in 2002. Another player who
has played against Australia for Great
Britain Students and also toured
Australia in 2003. Martin also played for
England Students in the World Cup
that was held in Australia. With
chances limited at Widnes Martin
signed for Leigh for the 2007 season
playing 18 times scoring 10 tries.

Mike Grady (Wing)

Mike is the type of Club man coach
Bobbie Goulding enjoys having in the
squad. At 26 he has already played at
7 different clubs including French outfit
Albi. English clubs he has features for
include Warrington Wolves,
Whitehaven, York, Oldham and
Warrington Wizards. Mike will feature
predominantly in the under 21's were
the young heads will benefit from his
vast experience.

Jimmy Elston (Hooker)

Jimmy will be the Captain for the 2008

season as his leadership qualities were
quickly spotted by the coaching staff.
Jimmy is relishing the new challenge
presented to him across the Pennines
having spent the early part of his career
in Yorkshire playing for Wakefield,
Dewsbury and latterly with York City
Knights. Jimmy's career has been a
rewarding one so far having played
Super League for Wakefield, made a
Grand Final appearance for Dewsbury
and gained promotion with York. He
will be hoping to continue his
successful career in Lancashire.
Jimmy operated predominantly from
the bench last term. His 12 full
appearances were backed up with a
further 17 from the bench, ending with
a total of 6 tries

Chris Foster (Half Back)

A product of Ryland Sharks Chris was
taken to Doncaster by John
Stankevich during the 2007 season
where he impressed, turning in a Man
of the Match performance against
Hornets at the Keepmoat. Chris won
the BARLA player of the year in
2006/07 having picked up the Man of
the Match award playing against
Australia u18's during the 2007
season. Chris is eager to continue his
progress under Bobbie Goulding
during 2008. Chris featured 6 times for

Doncaster last year notching 4 tries.

David Newton (Prop)

Dave re joins Hornets after having a spell
away from the club at Swinton and there
is no doubt that that he retumns to the
Club a better player for it indeed he was
very highly regarded at Swinton and they
were bitterly disappointed to lose him.
Dave made a Grand Final appearance
for Swinton in 2006. 10 full appearances
with a further 10 from the bench was
Dave's record last year scoring 2 tries.

David Best (Prop)

Another player that is in his second spell
at the Club having spells at Oldham and
more recently Batley in between. David
has really matured as a player and his
power and toughness upfront will be a
major asset to Hornets this season. Dave
is a player who feels that he has got
unfinished business at Hornets. David's
appearances last term were limited to 9.

Chris Campbell (Wing)

Chris returned to the Club during closing
stages of last season and was delighted
to extend his stay when Bobbie Goulding
was appointed coach. In-between spells
at the Club Chris has been playing for the
highly successful Warrington Wizards
outfit. After an excellent pre-season Chris
will be hoping to recapture the form he
showed during the 2004/05 seasons.
Chris scored 1 try in 6 appearances on
his return, .

lan Sinfield (Second Row)

lan left the Club in 2003 to join Keighley
where he made the first of his two Grand
Final appearances. lan then had two
highly successful seasons at Keighley
before moving onto Swinton and then to
his hometown team for a second time
Oldham, where he was a Grand Finalist
in 2007. His leadership qualities will be
invaluable and his knowledge of National
League two a great asset for Hornets in
2008. lan played 24 times for Oldham last
season scoring 2 tries.

Chris Hough (Half Back)

Although only in his mid twenties Chris
can be best described as a much
travelled seasoned pro. Along with a
previous spell at Hornets Chris has
played for Oldham, Swinton, Doncaster,
Batley and also had a loan spell at Leigh
last season. Chris has been a constant
thorn in Hornets side over the years and
his organisational qualiies and kicking
game will give Hornets a new dimension
this season. Chris was mainly used off
the bench last term for Swinton he made
a total of 17 appearances scoring 2 tries
and 3 goals. At Leigh he made 7 full

appearances scoring 1 try.

Phil Farrell (Back Row)

Returns to the Club as Assistant Player
Coach to Bobbie Goulding having had
spells away at Oldham and Batley. Phil is
extremely eager to get onto the coaching
ladder and sees the position at Hormets
as an excellent opportunity to do this.
When called upon Phil's on field
experience will be an added bonus and
his input with the younger players will be
typically positve. A mid season
departure from Batley only allowed Phil
to make 11 full appearances 1 more as
substitute scoring 1 try.

Mark Brocklehurst (Centre)

An "Oldhamer" Mark played his junior
rugby at Waterhead where he was
picked up by Wigan. Mark played a
couple of seasons in the junior ranks at
Wigan before he joined Swinton at the
start of the 2007 season. He scored four
tries in 14 appearances last term for the
Lions.

Alex Brown (Wing)

A powerful winger who joined Keighley at
the start of the 2006 season from the
amateur game he was playing for the
Huddersfield Sharks club. He became
soon became a crowd favourite at
Keighley scoring a number of long range
tries which earned him the 'most
improved player' award at the end of the
2007 season. Alex scored six tries in 14
starts last season. Alex was looking for a
new challenge in 2008 and was delighted
to become one of Bobbie Goulding's first
signings.

Craig Farrimond (Back Row)

Craig played his junior rugby at
Warrington Wolves where he captained
their Senior Academy and gained a
promising reputation earning himself a
place in the Super League U 21s select
squad. He has since played for Oldham
and Swinton where he has been
extremely unlucky with injuries over the
past couple of seasons. Now fit and
raring to go Bobbie will be hoping for big
things from him in 2008. Craig was
restricted to 4 full appearances last term
with 7 more from the bench.

Andy Gorey (Wing)

An extremely quick outside back Andy
spent the early years of his career at
Oldham where he became a first team
regular after coming through the
Academy where he was coached by
current Hornets U21's coach Shaun
Gartland. Andy started 7 games last
season for Oldham scoring two tries. He
has been playing for Oldham Rugby

Union Club during the closed season.

Wesley Lawton (Hooker)

One of the four players signed in the
close season from NL3 team Warrington
Wizards, after a string of impressive
performances when being watched by
Bobbie. He comes with a reputation as a
tough tackling number nine and will be
looking to take his chance when it is
presented to him.

Danny Shaw (Wing)

Speedy winger who was in the National
League Conference team of the year last
season scoring 25 tries for Warrington
Wizards. Danny has age on his side
being able to play in the U21's but he will
be hoping to take his first team
opportunity when it comes along. He will
be one of the quickest players in Hornets
2008 squad.

Tom Wild (Prop)

A Scotland B international Tom was also
a member of the NLC team of year last
season and is now looking to make the
step up to NL2 after a big pre season.

Mike Callan (Prop)

After coming through the ranks at
Warrington Wolves where Mike made
four Super League appearances for them
off the bench in the 2002 season, he
moved onto Leigh where he played in the
promotion year of 2005. Mike's career
then took him to Blackpool then on to
Oldham. After taking a year out of the
game Mike is now looking forward to
making a big impact in 2008.

Mike Stout (Centre/Second Row)
Another player renowned for having a
quick turn of foot, Mike has played for
Swinton, Blackpool and Oldham after
coming through the academy at Widnes.
Mike started last season at Oldham
where he scored one try in 4
appearances, he then moved on to
Blackpool where he scored seven tries in
17 appearances in what was a struggling
campaign for the Panthers. Mike is
relishing the new challenge presented to
him at Hornets.

Mark Roughneen (Full Back)

A goal kicking utility back, Mark is in his
second spell with Hornets after playing in
the club’s academy in his early years.
The fourth recruit from the successful
Warrington Wizards team of last season
whom Bobbie is keen to have a closer
look at.

Simon Svabic



ForthComing Events and Updates

Commercial/Community Update

Hornets would like to extend a very warm to our guests and local rivals today

Oldham Roughyeds and to all our supporters also to players, directors and travelling
supporters we hope that you all enjoy your day at Spotland.

As always Hornets would like to thank all club/player and match day Sponsors - your
support is invaluable
We look forward to welcoming all our guests back to Spotland

Last 16 of the Northern Rail Cup Hornets V Dewsbury KO 3.00pm 6 April 2008
Fancy sponsoring this match? Contact the club for further details - we are looking for a Main
Match Sponsor / Associate and Match Ball Sponsor.

Enjoy a 3 course meal and entertainment which includes;

Sports Quiz 2008, Pre match assessment, Hornets players Questions and

Answers and Bingo! All for just £17.50 places MUST be booked in advance.

Challenge Cup 4th Round Super League Clash Hornets V Hull KO 3.00pm 20
April 2008

Again - the club is looking for vital sponsor for this exciting clash. As with the Dewsbury
game please contact the club.

Community Update - Update from Mat Gartland - Community
Development Officer
Cardinal Langley Triumph in Inaugural Homets Sevens!

Middleton based Secondary School Cardinal Langley Sports College took home the spoils -

in Wednesday afternoons Inaugural Rochdale Homets 7's!

The lads got off to a tough start to the afternoon having to play their first two games of the
group stage back-to-back. But they overcame St. Anne’s Academy and then Siddal Moor
without conceding a single point!

In the other group Springhill and St. Cuthbert's RC got off to flying starts by overcoming
strong Matthew Moss High School and Wardle outfits. Springhill and St. Cuthbert's then
went head to head with St. Cuthbert’s emerging victorious in a tightly fought affair!

After a tough aftemoon’s Rugby all teams then entered the play off stage of the competition!
After some highly entertaining and franticly paced seven's rugby the two finalists were
Cardinal Langley and St. Cuthbert’s RC High.

St. Cuthbert's appeared to have the upper hand with good field position in the early stages
but the Cardinal Langley defence held firm and then went onto break the deadlock just after
the half way stage of the final. St. Cuthbert's hit back to set up a nail biting climax to the
tournament but Cardinal Langley went on to score another try and take the crown as
Rochdale Hornets 7's champions overcoming St. Cuthbert’s with a final score of 10 - 4.
Rochdale Homets Community Development manager Mathew Gartland was on hand to
oversee the afternoon; he said "This has been a great afternoon’s rugby in some terrible
conditions! Firstly | need to thank Hopwood Hall College for allowing us to use their fantastic
facilities. May | also congratulate Cardinal Langley on overcoming some really strong teams
and winning this competition? The Cardinal Langley lads have really dug deep and ran out
deserved winners, to only concede two tries in a whole afternoon of seven-a-side rugby is
an outstanding achievement by any team!”

Northern Rail & Rochdale Hornets
This week (Wednesday AM) has seen Rochdale Homets and Northem Rail join forces
together and deliver the “Northern Rail: Momentum" project to over 180 Year seven pupils

at Matthew Moss High School.
The project allowed Northem Rail Community Liaison Manager Chris Leech MBE to deliver the company’s rail safety
message to the children. Whilst at the same time allowing Hornets, currently lying in third place in their Northem Rail
Cup group, to provide some of their young fans with the opportunity to meet and greet some of the Horets players.
The Homets players took along the Northern Rail Cup to the school and provided the children with the opportunity to
have their photograph taken with the trophy and the players.

An additional incentive for the pupils was the launch of the Hornets and Northern Rail ‘Northern Art' competition. Each
budding artist has been invited to design a work of art taking inspiration from Homets and Northern Rail. The winning

design will be sent to a graphic designer who will be tasked with putting the artwork onto a canvas and the artwork will
be displayed at the stadium for all to see!

Saturday Yankee — Support the Homets for as little as £1 per week
Any one interested in joining the lottery should contact the club

Rochdale Mayfield Mustangs under 10's v Milnrow Cobra’s under 10's

Hornets welcome all players, fans and families of the two teams. We look forward to welcoming you all back to Spotland
and hope that you enjoy today’s Senior Match
Good luck to both teams

O/ue,r/[/z/ f{(}/‘/z/eés‘ (nward.:

The
Hunters Rest

Syke Road, Rochdale
Looking for a new place to dine?
Why not try the new menu in the

hospitable surroundings of a
traditional English pub.

Available for:

Birthdays * Weddings e Christenings ¢ Funerals

Full menu 7 days a week 12-9 pm Inc. 3 course Sunday Lunch £6.50

Mary & Tom Spence proud to support Hornets.

Tel: 01706 646010
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Memories of the Athletic Grounds

On Good Friday 1st April 1988 Rochdale Hornets played their
last game at the Athletic Grounds v Oldham. It had been
Hornets home for over 90 years with many a team competing
at this once great venue.

The match statistics for this historic occasion were:

Hornets team

Sanderson, Diamond, McGinty, Vaafusu, Stokes, Sawyer,
Hitchen, Byron, Ruane, Cowie, Nanyn, Idle and Williams: Subs
used Marriott and Barrow.

SCORERS: TRY - Sawyer : GOAL - Hitchen

OLDHAM team

Burke, Atkinson, Foy, McAllister, Meadows, Walsh, Ford,
Sharrett, Sanderson, Waddell, Casey. Graham and Warneke:
Subs used Irving and Hawkyard.

SCORERS: Tries - Foy 3, Ford 2, Walsh 2, Casey, Atkinson,
Graham, Irving : GOALS - Atkinson 6, Walsh

The final score was Hornets 6 Oldham 58. The referee was Mr
D Drinkwater from Warrington and the attendance was 3,260.
For the rest of this page and beyond, we will reminisce looking
at some Hornets team photos, and match day memorabilia
from the past.

ROCHDALE HORNETS
SEASON 19/3: 14
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Northern League Match

HORNETS v. HALIFAX

WEDNESDAY, 9th FEBRUARY, 1972 5p
KICK-OFF 7-30 p.m
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ROCHDALE HORNETS

FOOTBALL CLUB CO., LTD.
_ ATHLETIC GROUNDS ROCHDALE

TELEPHONE 48004

HORNETS
AUSTRALIA

Tuesday, 15th September, 1959
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AUSTRALIA

1. FIBHWICK
Cuptain, Rochdan Hornets

SATURDAY, 19th OCTOBER, 1963
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1st Division

Ist DIVISION
MATCH

ROCHDALE
UORNETS

SUNDAY 20th OCTOBER 1974
Kick-off .00 pm

RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP

DIVISION TWO

FULHAM

Sunday 13th October, 1986
K.0. 3.00 p.m.
PLAYER OF THE MATCH SPONSOR

DAVID TULLEY & CO.
VEHICLE ACCIDENT REPAIRERS
UNIT 2. JERMYN ST., ROCHDALE

L Telephone: 351617 J
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8th August 2004

It was a scorching day at Spotland - but when the heat was
on, Hornets rose to the challenge.

And this was a typical blood and thunder derby - no quarter
asked or given and bubbling over into the occasional
scrappy fracas. With Bobbie Goulding feeling the effects of
a pulled quad in the warm up, Liam McGovern started at
scrum half and it was his chip that drew a foul from the
Oldham defence after five minutes that gave Braddish the
first points of the afternoon.

Oldham responded almost immediately; quick hands wide
saw Johnson edge in at the comer.

Hornets replied in kind. The next foray into Oldham territory
saw Tommy Hodgkinson crashing through tacklers,
refusing to be grounded. As defenders swarmed around
him he slipped a neat ball out of the back for Darren
Robinson to reach in from close range.

Then came the sin-binning of Dave Alstead on 21 minutes.
Picking-up an Oldham drop out, the touch judge ruled that
his foot was on the line and, hence, out of play. Having
checked first where his foot was, Alstead was
understandably peeved; the touch judge took offence at
being told so and Alstead was dispatched.

Oldham ran the penalty and two tackles later had exploited
the extra man for Dodd to score.

But 12-man Hornets took the game to Oldham. First a
jinking break from Janan Billings took him through a busy
defence, but his pin-point pass to Gorski who scooted in
was deemed forward - despite the fact that Billings had
visibly turned to make the pass. Then Richard Varkulis
fumbled the ball over the line. Oldham exhaled and on 34
minutes Brennan found himself on the end of some good
passing to score.

Half time 8-18 and Hornets simmering at chances missed.

Hornets began the second half in determined mood. 48
minutes: quick hands to the right saw Michael Platt squeeze
Dave Alstead in at the comer. Braddish added the extras
from wide out.

Hornets added Sam Butterworth to the mix and took the
kick-off possession deep into Oldham territory. Marsh was
sin-binned for holding down Andy Gorski; Homets took the
ball close to the Oldham posts; Butterworth picked up from

acting half and, while the defence shaped to handie the
expected pass, a change of pace and angle saw
Butterworth cruise through to score.

Hornets were level and Oldham looked decidedly frazzled.

But Oldham struck next; a napping Hornets defence
standing off Roden who capitalised to score. 20-24 and with
the game coming nicely to the boil, Hornets hit the gas.

On the hour Richard Varkulis blasted through flapping
defenders; his run took him 40 metres and, as the cover
arrived, he picked his pass perfectly for Hornets top scorer
Chris Campbell to dash in at the corner.

Just two minutes later, Homets were back on the attack.
With the Oldham defence in disarray, Michae! Platt's looping
run from the back of the ruck took him clear; outpacing the
scrambling cover for a superb effort. Braddish added the
extras; Oldham looking increasingly desperate.

Both teams sucked in for the last quarter. Oldham's pack
throwing itself onto the resolute Homets defence; Hornets
looking increasingly likely to make the crucial break through
Cunliffe and the non-stop Gorski.

With the clock ticking down, the game boiled over,
Robinson and Roden exchanging blows in an all-in
scramble. The resulting penalty was Oldham's last chance
to salvage the game. Ex-Hornet Jon Roper scuffed the
penalty and missed touch; Cambell gathered and Hornets
played out the clock.

The hooter brought the main stand to its feet and Hornets
celebrated a superb, huge-hearted performance that had
seen them claw back a ten point deficit and outscore
Oldham 22-6 in the second half.

Bobbie Goulding was full of praise for his players -
Particularly Tommy Hodgkinson and Lee Hansen whose
refusal to take a backward step pounded the Oldham pack
into submission.

Once again, Bobbie Goulding's Rochdale Homets have
proven that playing with spirit, commitment and no litte
nous is everything you could ask for. The sheer elation on
the faces of the players showed how much it means to win
in the red, white and blue - and showed that, not only can
this side stand the heat; it can serve up superb Rugby
League too.
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ROCHDALE HORNETS

RESERVES LIST MISSED A TRY OR A WHOLE GAME?

Don’t despair Rochdale Hornets
Videos/DVDs are available from

FIXTURE

Day Date Opposition Venue KO  Result W/D/L the clu o p CO urtesy of
Saturday = 29-Mar-08 WorkingtonTown H 1430 I h a ZDT ‘ ra phy
Saturday =~ 12-Apr-08 Oldham A 1430 | \j
Saturday = 26-Apr-08  Oldham H 1500 0 Og ra phy Vldeog ra
Saturday = 10-May-08 = Dewsbury Rams H 14:30 !
Saturday  17-May-08  Barrow Raiders H  14:30 ,
Saturday = 24-May-08  Whitehaven H  14:30 (10N ) . ' 0) 042440 IV “ ' 403 (39 ' ” AlUEH.Il @ Ll ‘ \
Saturday = 7-Jun-08 Sheffield Eagles A 1430 HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2005 SEASON + NEW DIGITALLY RE- MASTERED
Saturday = 14-Jun-08  SalfordCityReds H  14:30 DOUBLE DVDS SHOWING HIGHLIGHTS 1993/4 AND 1995/6 SEASONS
Saturday = 21-Jun-08 Whitehaven A 14:30
Saturday ~ 28-Jun-08 Widnes Vikings A 14:30 / \
Saturday ~ 12-Jul-08 Workington Town A 14:30 (
Saturday = 19-Jul-08 Salford City Reds A 1430 Sﬁ@ p h@ n J H QHT[ Mark wyn“
Saturday | 26-Jul-08 Barrow Raiders A 1430 ©-©| B 8¢ Hooe, FECO Fabrications
Saturday = 2-Aug-08 Sheffield Eagles H  14:30 quanreportican  OPTICIAN SiHTCARE
Thursday = 7-Aug-08 Dewsbury Rams A 19:30 Dedicated to Family Eye Care
Saturday = 16-Aug-08 Widnes Vikings H 14:30 Choose from a Wide Range of Frames:

Dates and times are subject to change Budget, Designer and Sports Wear

Spectacle Accessories and Magnifiers
for Sale

Contact Lenses fitted by Experienced

Practitioner : &
NHS Eye Tests still Available Specialists in
. wrought iron gate automation,
Our Friendly, Helpful Staff will be pleased railings and security grilles.

to give you information
Please call in for details Call for a quote today on

QG Oldham Road, Rochdale - Tel: 633084j 01706 843757
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Proud to Support

ochdale Hornets

SKY SPORTS ON BIG SCREEN

BED & BREAKFAST from £15
ALL ROOMS WITH COLOUR TV
AND TEA MAKING FACILITIES

THEAKSTON'’S
TRADITIONAL ALES

PROPRIETOR: NORMAN HALSALL
24 WHITWORTH ROAD, ROCHDALE OL12 OEU
TEL: 01706 712131

Hello and welcome to the Latest "Build Up to the World Cup

Last time out we crossed the English Channel to the look at the French Rugby League, this time we look across the Irish sea at our
near neighbours Irelands history in the game

The seed of modem-day Rugby League in Ireland was sown when in 1989 the Dublin Blues were formed and founded by Brian
Corrigan. They consisted mostly of rugby union players who wanted to stay fit over the summer

The Blues competed against touring teams from Britain and surprised many of the touring sides with the quality of their play, scoring
many memorable victories over British amateur teams

In early 1995 the British Rugby Football League marketing arm financed the position of a Development Officer for ireland, providing a
massive boost to the growth of the game

In the same year Ireland formed its very first competitive team to play against the USA in Washington on St. Patrick's Day. Ireland won
24-22 with Wigan legend Joe Lydon coming on as a replacement. He had gone out there as a manager but was drafted in to play.
Terry Flanagan, Huddersfield Coach and former Great Britain player and Niel Wood, Director of British Student Rugby League
coached the team

Competitive matches were established between teams in Leinster and Ulster . Schoolboy matches were played between Dublin and
Belfast schools, Open Age Clubs competed against each other in the All-Ireland Challenge Cup. Teams included Belfast Wildcats and
Bangor Vikings from Ulster, From Leinster, there were Dublin-based Dublin Blues, North Side Saints, Tallaght Tigers, Churchtown
Warriors and Bray-based East Coast Panthers. From Munster the Cork Bulls were formed under the guidance of Ex-Dublin Blues
stalwart Peter McNamara. Northside Saints and Cork Bulls had their successes but the long-established Dublin Blues were always pre
eminent and there or thereabouts when it came to the trophy presentations

In August 1995 Ireland beat Scotland at the RDS in Dublin. The game was played as a curtain raiser to the British Charity Shield
encounter between Wigan and Leeds. The Irish team that day included former Great Britain player Des Foy

In 1997 more England-based Super League players made themselves available for Ireland by use of the grandparent rule. The Irish
team improved its standards but this development gave less opportunity for Irish-based players to get a chance to play However, Irish-
based players were included in the Irish squad for the triangular tournaments in 1998 against France and Scotland and 1999 against
Scotland and Wales

Their success was enough to earn a place in the 2000 World Cup. Finishing top of their group, the Irish eventually lost 26-1610
England in the quarter-findls, but the performance set the scene for future developments in Ireland

In 2006 the Leinster and Munster conferences were abandoned in favour of an all-Ireland league. This had great difficulties while it
attempted to compete with the Rugby Union season and unfortunately the end of the season was scrapped in order to get to the play
off finals, Hard lessons were learnt as a result of this. At the AGM in 2006 the league structure was again reviewed and this time the
shorter season was agreed on but with a tiered system. The tiers would allow newer teams and less experienced teams to play against
one another and continue their development while the more established teams would compete against each other and enhance the
players skills for games against other representative teams,

And in 2007 a three league approach with the Elite league and two conferences based on geography gave the game a terrific boost.
The newly elected executive also set about making the product more recognised and developing new relationships with potential
sponsors. The Leeds Rhino's brought their pre season training camp to Dublin, The leagues each had a major spensor and all results
were published in various media outlets. The wolfhound draw was converted to the Wolfhound Supporters Network

Ireland has played in 22 full internationals, winning 14 and losing seven with one draw. As it is not a full member of the Rugby League
International Federation, these matches are not considered to be tests. Ireland has also played friendlies against Australia and
Scotiand that are not included in these results

The Ireland A Wolfhounds team is selected from players in the Irish domestic competition. This team is administered by Rugby League
Ireland

Rugby Leaguq

The Enterprise Centre
Georges Place, Dun La

Co. Dublin, Ireland
Telephone: +353 1202,005&
Fax: +353 1230 1044‘

Email: info@rli.ie

Web: http://www.rli.ie/
Foundation Year: 1989
Affiliated Since: 2000

RLIF Status: Affiliate Nation
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CHRIS BAINES (back-row): Signed on a
two-year deal for 2008 and 2009

following the good impression he made

on Roughyeds in the previous two

seasons. Aged 23, he joined the club

originally on loan from Warrington.

Toured New Zealand with Great Britain

Young Lions in 2003 after representing

his country at youth level against

Australia and France, A product of Wigan St Pat's

SIMON BALDWIN (prop): One of the

most experienced forwards in the squad, formerly
with Leigh, Halifax, Sheffield, Salford, Rochdale
Hornets and Whitehaven. Having ended last season al
Whitehaven and having had two spefls with hometown
Leigh, Simon has made his seventh move in a long
career {o sign a one-year Roughyeds deal. Made 127
Super League appearances, mainly in the second-row,
but now widely regarded as a prop

JASON BOULTS (prop): This 24-year-old former
Bradford and Halifax workhorse was a real stalwart of
the Oldham pack in 2007, He played in 25 games and
for much of the season he was first-choice No 8 after
producing an outstanding performance in the wn at
Celtic Crusaders in May. A wholehearted grafter with
a huge engine, Jason never takes a backward step.

MATTY BROCKS (half-back/hooker):

Joined Roughyeds last season on loan

from Hull KR, scoring two tries in 17

appearances and ending the campaign

with a terrific show as a substitute in the NL2 Grand
Final against Featherstone at Headingley. Now a fully-
fiedged Oldham player on a one-year deal he will have
1o make the adjustment from full-time pro with Rovers
1o part-time footballer with

Roughyeds. Turned pro for Bradford. then on to Hulll
KR. A native of East Hull.

DARYL CARDISS (utility back): Aged 30,

this hugely experienced utility back has

played for Wigan, Halifax, Warrington and Widnes.
Joined Wigan from Hunslet Boys Club in 1994. Made
a total of 142 Super League appearances and scored
46 tries in the elite competition. Enjoyed a fine stay at
Halifax, for whom he scored 39 tries in 99 outings.

JAMES COYLE (scrum-half): Now

contracted 10 Roughyeds until November, 2009, this
talented 22-year-old joined the club from Wigan
midway through last season and made an immediate
impact. His 14 appearances yielded six tries, but it
was the vast number of tries he made for others that
underlined his real potential. Another product of Wigan
St Pat's, he was a shooting star in Wigan's academy
system belore spending thewhole of the 2006 season
on loan at Widnes

TOMMY GOULDEN (back-row): Equally

at home in the second-row or at loose,

26-year-old Tommy was a key member

of the Rochdale Hornets pack in 2006

and 2007, having been signed from

amateur rugby in Leigh by Bobbie

Goulding in 2005. Leigh born, he picked up every
possible honour as an amateur, including captaincy of
BARLA Great Britain, before furning pro for Rochdale.

TOMMY GRUNDY (back-row): Aged 22,
Leigh-fad Tommy is one of the younger
members of the Roughyeds squad. Can
play equally well in any of the back-row
spots as well as centre. Turned pro for
Warrington as an 18-year-old, then
played for Leigh and Blackpool before
returning to his hometown club, Leigh,
for 2006 and 2007. Joined Roughyeds
on a two-year deal.

DANNY HALLIWELL (centre): One of

eight new signings, 26-year-old Leighborn Danny was
on loan at Leigh, from Salford, last season and he has
also worn the colours of Halifax, Warrington and
Wakefield. Can play anywhere across the back
division and, like many of his Oldham colleagues, has
considerable Super League expenience.

His 43 top-flight outings comprise threg

for Wakefield, 10 for Wigan, 25 for

Halifax and five for Leigh

SIMEON HOYLE (hooker): Edinburghborn Simeon is
half-way through a twoyear contract with Roughyeds.
Aged 28, and formerly with Keighley Cougars and
Halifax, he is @ hooker of the old school, lough in
defence but with an ability to make things happen
from dummy half. In

2003 he helped Keighley to win

promotion to NL1 by beating Sheffield in the NL2
Grand Final.

PHIL JOSEPH (utility): Turned pro with

Huddersfield Giants and, as a teenager,

played 14 Super League games for the

Giants in 2004. Moved to Swinton Lions in 2005,
scored 11 Iries in 29 games, and was named NL2
player of the year. Suitably impressed, Hull KR signed
him on a two-year deal, but after one season at
Craven Park he left the Super Leaguebound Robins to
join Halifax, from whom Oidham signed him on a two-
year contract.

GARETH LANGLEY (wing): Pacy, and a

good finisher, ‘Gaz' joined Roughyeds

prior to the 2007 season after five

seasons al St Helens. He was Saints

academy player of the year in 2005 and

runner-up in 2006, Played at Salford as a teenager
before joining his hometown

club at Knowsley Road. In 30 games for Oldham last
season, he scored 13 tries and kicked 35 goals for a
points haul of 122.

CRAIG LITTLER (centre): Aged 22 and,

like Langley, a product of the St Helens

Academy system. Both played several

seasons at Knowsley Road and

developed a fine understanding as a

centre-wing partnership. Craig headed

off to Australia on an extended holiday at the end of
fast season, but he signed a new two-year deal on his
return after

proving to coach Steve Deakin and his

staff that he had kept himself in good

shape while he was away.

RICHARD MERVILL (prop): Formerly with

Halifax and Keighley. Richard had a
superb season in his first for the
Roughyeds in 2007. Walked off with two
major awards al the end-of-year Awards
Night and was rewarded with a two-year
contract for 2008 and 2009. Suffered a
broken hand in one of his early games in
2007 and was similarly unlucky in the
build-up to the 2008 campaign when he
dislocated an elbow in training. There will
be no complaints from the fans if he
bounces back this year like he did last.

MICK NANYN (centre): A points machine
-- one of the best goalkickers in the
English game -- Mick has starred for
Swinton, Rochdale Hornets, Whitehaven
and Widnes and has smashed club
scoring records wherever he has been.
He took the Widnes record off Jonathan
Davies in 2006. He played 29 games for
Widnes last season, scoring 28 tries and
kicking 161 goals for a points haul of
434, Also has the distinction of having
played in each of the last four NL1 Grand
Finals, two for Whitehaven and two for
Widnes.

PAUL O'CONNOR (full-back): A Great
Britain Students international, Widnesborn
Paul played briefly on loan for

Oldham in 2006, then returned in 2007
on contract having kel it be known to the
club that, in the May, he would be leaving
for a pre-arranged sabbatical in the
southern hemisphere. He had a great first
half of the season but he didn't play again
for the club until he reappeared in the first
pre-season friendty of 2008 at Leeds.
Having signed a new two-year deal he is
set fair for a long association with the
Roughyeds.

LUCAS ONYANGO (wing): A real flier,
aged 26, Lucas grew up in rugby union in
his native Kenya. Has played for Sale
Sharks, Manchester and Leigh in rugby
union, and Widnes Vikings in League. He
had a great season for Oldham in 2007
when he scored 18 tries in 23 outings
only to damage a shoulder at the end of
the year. He entered the 2008 season
waiting for an operation on that shoulder
and was expected to be sidelined at least
until the start of the NL2 campaign at
Easter.

ROB ROBERTS (back row): Joined
Roughyeds in late July, 2007 and landed
a match-winning drop goal at York in 3
15-14 win on his debut. Played Super
League with Hull, Halifax and
Huddersfield and also represented
several clubs in the National League.
Known as ‘Two Bobs' - for obvious
reasons -- he put his career back on
track with Oldham after a difficult time at
Leigh and revelled in his new
responsibilities as captain.
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London Theatre Breaks 2008

’ Child price £119 (one child under 12 sharing with 2 adults)
Single supplement £39, £10 Insurance (optional) - Theatre tickets available.

HOTEL 1 The Guoman Tower Hotel
The 7777777 Guoman Tower Hotel
(previously Thistle Tower) is situated on the
banks of the River Thames next to the
Tower of London. All rooms are en-suite
with the following facilities:

* Tea & Coffee making facilities

* Colour TV with Satellite Channels
* En-suite Bathroom with Hairdryer
« Air Conditioning

» Continental Breakfast

* Triple room available

§ FULL HOSTESS SERVICE

FEBRUARY 8-10 - 3 Day weekend
£125pp sharing twin room, child price £99

MARCH 21 - 24 EASTER - 4 day weekend
£185pp sharing twin room, child price £129

MAY 23 - 26 BANK HOLIDAY - 4 day weekend
£185pp sharing twin room, child £129

JULY 25 - 27 - 3 day weekend
£149pp sharing a twin room, child price £99

AUGUST 22 - 25 - 4 Day Bank Holiday weekend
£189pp sharing a twin room, child £129

NOVEMBER 7 - 9 - Remembrance Sunday 3 day weekend
£165pp sharing a twin, child £109

DECEMBER 12 - 14 - Christmas Shopping
£165pp sharing twin room, child £109

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT £19PPPN
BOOK A SHOW

BILLY ELLIOTT « DIRTY DANCING * THE SOUND OF MUSIC « MAMMA MIA « LION KING
BLOOD BROTHERS ¢ PHANTOM OF THE OPERA * JOSEPH * GREASE * LORD OF THE RINGS
LES MISERABLES * HAIRSPRAY & MANY MORE
RING FOR PRICES

LONDON MARATHON 12 - 14 APRIL
Staying at the 4* Barbican Hotel with full leisure facilities
£139pp
Single supplement £44 child £119
INCLUDES FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST

Booking Hotlines
Rochdale: 01706 712321 - Oldham: 0161 652 7263

AMATEUR

Welcome to the latest Amateur Scene,

Its been a busy time locally for our Amateur Clubs and we will be doing a full review of the
various teams progress in a later edition but today we are having a brief look at one of the
towns newer clubs the Whitworth Spartans.

WHITWORTH SPARTANS
__ARLFC

On and Off the field Whitworth Spartans are going from strength to strength progressing in
@ the cup and on the verge of gaining promotion. But the biggest story for them is their intention
to launch an "A’ team for next season which is quite remarkable progress as they looked a little shaky in the off
season.
To quote the Spartans
themselves, ‘The aims of the ‘A’
Team will be to introduce
younger players into the game,
develop them under the wing of
a few older heads in order that
they will eventually move in to
the first team and allow
sustainable organic growth of
the Spartans club."
The Spartans benefit from a well
run committee with Hornets
A C.E.O. Peter Whitehead in the
thick of it. They also have a
superb website www.whitworthspartans.co.nr/ which is well worth a visit (take note some other clubs).
On a slightly disappointing note new boys Balderstone Warriors have had to temporarily suspend activity's but hope
to relaunch next season with a bit more support with the running of the club which basically fell to one man and his
wife who recently suffered a bad iliness. Fingers crossed thing can get back on track for next term. Now onto the
Hornets Supporters Tag Rugby League Team, The Rochdale Swarm.
The Swarm had their opening fixture of the season last Saturday away to the FevNet Rovers over at the Chris Moyles
Stadium (Post Office Road), and the Swarm came away with the spoils winning 24-19 in the most appalling
conditions.
Due to the bad weather the match itself took place on the training
pitch next door to the main arena, even still it was a privilege to

241+ play at such a famous old ground with the Swarm being allocated
4 the Home (Featherstone Rovers) changing rooms, and it must
B have been a first that the home dressing room at Featherstone

M resounded to the chant of "Ole!, Ole!, Ole', Ole', Hornets
A Hornets!!!!
J The Swarms next fixture is away to the Leythers MB XIIl on Easter
Sunday with a 12,30 KO at the new Leigh Sperting Village soon
to be Home of the Leigh Centurions and current home of the
¥ leading Amateur side Leigh East.

™ The Swarm will be soon announcing all the details of their fixture
B with The Rochdale Fijian Association Rugby League side, which
will be an incredible event, as they say "Watch this space.”

Mark Wynn.



ROCHDALE HORNETS I IST

NORTHERN RAIL CUP, CARNEGIE CHALLENGE CUP AND CO-OPERATIVE NATIONAL LEAGUE 2

COMP DATE OPPOSITION VENUE KO RESULT W/D/L

NRC 3-Feb-08 Salford City Reds H L
NRC 10-Feb-08 Swinton Lions A 15:00 34-36 W 625
NRC 24-Feb-08 Swinton Lions H 15:00 34-38 L 464
NRC 29-Feb-08 Oldham A 20:00 38-8 L 1024
NRC 5-Mar-08 Oldham H 19:30 32-22 W 682
CCC 9-Mar-08 York Acorn H 15:00 50-8 W 408
NRC 14-Mar-08  Salford City Reds A 20:00 0-68 L 3758
NL Two  21-Mar-08  Oldham H 15:00
NL Two  24-Mar-08 London Skolars A 15:00
NL Two 30-Mar-08 Workington Town A 15:00
NL Two 13-Apr-08 Gateshead Thunder H 15:00
NL Two 27-Apr-08 Oldham A 15:00
NL Two 5-May-08 Hunslet Hawks H 15:00
NL Two 11-May-08  Keighley Cougars A 15:00
NL Two 16-May-08  Barrow Raiders A 19:30
NL Two  23-May-08  Doncaster RLFC A 20:00
NL Two 1-Jun-08 York City Knights H 15:00
NL Two 8-Jun-08 Blackpool Panthers H 15:00
NL Two 15-Jun-08 Swinton Lions A 15:00
NL Two  22-Jun-08 Doncaster RLFC H 15:00
NL Two  29-Jun-08 Hunslet Hawks A 15:00
NL Two  6-Jul-08 Keighley Cougars H 15:00
NL Two 13-Jul-08 Workington Town H 15:00
NL Two  20-Jul-08 Gateshead Thunder A 15:00
Carnegie NLTwo _ 27-Jul-08 __ Barrow Raiders - 15:00
. Cha“enge NL Two  3-Aug-08 Blackpool Panthers A 15:00
carnegie J| QCurs = = e '

NL Two 10-Aug-08 Swinton Lions H 15:00
NL Two 17-Aug-08 London Skolars H 15:00
[N (Y7 24.81n.NR Vark ity Kninhts A 15:00



