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Trans-Penine Cup

Finalists - 1398

Northern Ford Premiership

Club of the Year - 2000

Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 228 - Jan 1998 - Sep 2006

CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002

*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)

TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnsan, 25 - 2004

GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001

POINTS IN A SEASON: P2t Rich, 320 - 2000-2001

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Nail Roden, 7 - 2001-2002

TRIES IN A CAREER: Ned Roden 77 - 2000-2004; 2007-?

GOALS IN A CAREER: Pzt Rich, 254 - 1999-2001

POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001

DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003

TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sbson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
Dand Gibbons v Charley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park

GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park

POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross

(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Nedl Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN.v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 151 2001 at Huntington Stadium

v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28t 2001 RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

n this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those
nt and staff of Olgham RLFC (1997) Lid
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Andy Goodway 1979-85 &

We would like to express our than
Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications
Ltd, Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use

of photographs.

WWW.r

digisport.co.uk)

yeds.co.uk




Hello to everyone
this afternoon for
what is our last
game of the regular
season.

We are guaranteed
fourth spot no matter
what the outcome today
but will be hoping that
Featherstone were able
to do us a favour last night by winning by
more than 12 points at Barrow and that,
coupled with a win this afternoon, would see
us move into third place and a much better
chance in the Play Off format with only one
win needed to get to the Grand Final and a
second chance if you lose the first game.

Having disposed of Swinton on Wednesday,
albeit not very convincingly, we need to
ensure that whatever happens position wise,
we win this afternoon and put down a marker
for the forthcoming games.

We have not been overly convincing in our
recent games and the players themselves
will be the first to tell you that. What we do
know however as a club with considerable
experience of Play Off football is that once
you are in anything can happen and the
teams who find form in those games are
usually the ones who do well regardless of
where they have finished.

There will be plenty of time to discuss the
whys and wherefores of the Play Offs after
this game and it would be wrong not to
congratulate the Skolars on what is
undoubtedly their best season to date. They

have performed well in most games this
season and their results have improved
beyond recognition.

The club would no doubt confirm that the
progress is not only down to this season but
also to the work that has gone on for several
years. There is no question that they are now
well placed to kick on and build upon the
success of this season.

We must not forget also that they can still
make the end of year shake up and that in
itself is a remarkable achievement for the
club. With that in mind we must guard
against ANY complacency today and go out
to make a point.

We have the quality and depth of squad to
impose ourselves in every match we play
and we must make sure that we stitch on for
eighty minutes - its no good talking about it
after the game.

With your backing we can move on to the
next game with confidence and your support
all seaon has been excellent so please keep
up the good work!

We will be presenting cheques to the Rugby
League Benevolent Fund and Dr Kershaws
this afternoon as a result of our record
breaking night against Celtic the other week.

Take a bow any of you who helped us to
break the attendance record that night as
well as helping two very worthy causes.

Enjoy the game.

Clis

s Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk
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Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074
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talplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

T

4

talplus

Northern House, Moss Streel East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




with Steve Deaki

AT

WELL, here we are preparing
for match 22 in our 22-game

Co-operative NL2 season.

Its crept up on us pretty quickly in the last few weeks and it
seems a little bit strange to think that, after today’s game is out
of the way, we will be thrust into sudden-death action by way
of the play-offs.

Print deadlines, and a midweek match against Swinton Lions,
meant that at the time of writing these notes our final placing
in the division was unknown. One thing we did know was that
we wouldn't be finishing in first or second place.

Third or fourth it will be, depending on what we did against
Swinton; what the score was in last nights Barrow v
Featherstone game; and what the outcome will be today
when we take on a very strong and spirited London Skolars
team.

In other words, when | was penning this piece, the only sure
thing we knew was that at some stage we would have to win
a play-off battle away from home if we are to progress to the
Grand Final on October 7.

On a positive note, we have attained home play-off status to
start with and that will certainly enhance our opportunities.

| would like to think that with the services of the squad we
currently have available, and if we maintain the form we are
currently showing, we have a realistic chance of getting the
right results against any of the top-ranking clubs in the
division.

Needless to say, any club which qualifies for the play-offs has
to be respected but, having said that, we must be (and we
are) 100 per cent confident in our own abilities to do well in
any set of circumstances the play-offs throw at us.

Within the coaching staff and within the squad we feel sure
that, with a little bit of luck and with a lot of hard work and
good execution, we can deliver what's required in terms of
playing in NL1 next year.

DUTTON

RYDER

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop. Shaw.
Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth, Mossley.
Ashton-U-Lyne, Wakefield, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

That would be just and deserving reward for
dedicated labours, on and off the field, on behalf of the ciub
over the past ten months or so.

It would also reward you, the fans, for support that has been
first class all season, from that very first pre-season friendly
against Warrington Wolves — doesn' that seem a long time
ago — on January 31, right up to the present time.

You've had a lot of travelling to do this year, to places like East
Hull, South Wales, London, Workington, Barrow and
Gateshead, but wherever weve been on our travels weve
always had hard-core support.

Our appreciation of that support goes without saying and |
can tell you the players appreciate it more than anybody
because they know the positive contribution it has made in
helping the team and the club to make such big forward
strides in the past 12 months.

| know the levels of your brilliant support will continue through
the play-offs and that, together, we can take the team to the
next level and then reassess our goals in NL1.

According to Monday's League Express the Skolars have
been dealt a major blow in the build-up to today's game
because their excellent front-row man Richard Louw has had
to return to South Africa to renew his visa.

Now, | don't know for certain whether Louw is going to play
against us today, or not, but | do know that, whatever the
situation, Latham Tawhai will bring to Boundary Park today a
side that is well prepared and eager for the challenge.

They gave us a good run for our money down in London at
the end of May and, since then, they have picked up some
excellent wins, given other opponents a fright, and have got
themselves into a position where they have been competing
for the last play-off spot alongside Swinton and Hunslet.

It is rather ironic that, if we were to finish fourth, we would piay
first up whoever was in seventh spot — and that could very
well be Swinton, who we played on Wednesday, or he
Skolars, who we play today.

As | say, everything is no more than speculation as | write this
piece, but | would just like to finish off by first thanking you, the
fans, for your backing so far and then urging you to get
behind us in numbers throughout the play-off series.

It starts next Sunday, September 16, and is played out over
three weekends, the 16th, the 23rd and the 30th before it
culminates in the Grand Final at Headingley on Sunday,
October 7. It promises to be a thrilling ride. Join us on the
journey.

Enjoy today,
Deaks.

FIT/SP, RT

LTD.COM

Official Suppliers of sports medical
products to the Roughyeds

Kit out your club, school, clinic or
fitness centre with the very latest in
sports medical care

To contact us, either drop into our

Oldham office, (individual purchases
welcome) or call us on 0161 633 5533
or log on to www.fit4sportltd.com

Fit4Sport Ltd, Unit 2 Milking Green, Hartshead Street,

Lees, Oldh

ann’s
furnishers
112/114 Yorkshire Street. Oldham
, Fantastic range of
Fireside, Manual
. and Lift and Rise
£ Recliner Chairs

folding or sliding doors ™

Tel: 0161 624 1779

www.mannsfurnishers.co.uk
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< Ee—a Easy access for the disabled
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SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER.J

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club's supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

o claim your frea day pass at Befter Heaith Cleb. One advert per person.

(all you need to know about local rugby league at grass-roots level)
/ o . |
b - | THE next coaches meeting will be at Counthil School on  Locally, coaches are always required to help to coach and
M- ] C L A Y D O N : Monday, October 15, starting at 7pm and finishing about 9pm. It organise Service Area town teams in the under-11, under-12,
i | is important - and the Service Area stresses this —- that coaches  under-13, under-14, under-15 and under-18 age groups. Anyone
SOLICITORS since 1795 try to attend meetings every two months interested is asked to contact Garry Hepworth or Mike Tootill,
, Coaches can get involved with Service Area town teams and with ~ Skills sessions for under-13s, under-14s and under-15s (existing
development camps at local, regional and national levels. and new players invited) will be held on Saturdays, September
' The meetings are very much hands-on for coaches with details  15. October 13 and November 10, while a session for under-12s
John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Pence, Oldham and Lancashire rugby plaver. early gven out about courses, seminars, lectures and the latest Will be held on Saturday, December 15.
pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and .4.11; itor \,,,,\.,;‘\, g. Whitticker and Ogden ; developments on coaching techniques and ideas Into 2008 and the skills session dates are as follows: Jan 12, for
- orerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Clavdon SS—— \
— forerunners to today’s Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Claydor Coaching courses coming up soon at Counthil - Level 2 — wil 125 135, 155; January 26, for 125, 14s, 16s; February 9, for 12s,
be held on September 22/23; Oclober 6: October 28 and 138 14s; February 23, for 12s, 15s; March 8, for 13s, 14s,
November 25 Independent selectors will watch players performing for their
For application forms contact RFL Coach Education on  Clubs, starting soon with the kick off of the new winter season
29/383 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH 08444777113 or go to the website at www.therfl.co.uk
DX 283607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com §
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811 i at IN FUTURE MATCH-DAY MAGAZIN NES FOR SERVICE AREA NEWS AND UPDATES)
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with Geoff Cooke'

The initiative shown by
Oldham in staging the
Celtic Crusaders game was
the best thing to have
happened in years. Let us hope
it reaps the rewards-it deserves.

It resulted in a record N.L.2 crowd and it showcased to Sky T.V.
viewers that the town of Oldham is a hotbed of rugby league.

The only disappointing aspect of the evening was that Oldham
could not maintain their superb first half showing for the full eighty
minutes. However, any realistic assessment of the game would
recognise that full time professionalism gives the Crusaders obvious
advantages. Bigger, faster, fitter and better drilled come readily to
mind. Whether such full time status should be allowed in the National
Leagues is a moot point. Whitehaven and Halifax have obvious
problems against Widnes and Castleford in N.L.1 just as Featherstone,
Barrow and Oldham have with the Crusaders in N.L.2.

That aside, and putting disappointment behind us, it may well turn out
that defeat works to Oldham's advantage. Celtic Crusaders will almost
certainly go up as automatic Champions now and that paves the way for
Oldham to take on the rest on equal terms. This piece is written before the
Swinton game last Wednesday but if Oldham have won and can win again
today a third place finish is possible subject to Barrow having lost to
Featherstone yesterday. My reading is that that would send Oldham to Post
Office Road in the play-offs and, despite having lost twice to Rovers, | know
the Oldham players and staff fancy their chances of turning them over.
What's more the winner goes straight to the Grand Final. How good would
that be? Here's hoping all goes according to plan.

Great idea from Ray French: play the 2008 World Club Challenge as a warm-
up to the Rugby League World Cup. The only trouble is you can rest assured
the Aussies will find a way to make sure it doesn't happen. Even when you
give them the chance to take on our best on their own turf they still come up
with excuses to avoid the confrontation. And they call us whingeing Poms:
they're having a laugh!

Final thought for the season should this be our last home fixture: why not
introduce Quarterbacks to rugby league? Since forward passes have
reached epidemic proportions we could at least legitimise them!

Sports Injury?

Capio Oaklands Hospital is a leading private hospital situated in Salford, Greater Manchester
offering a range of treatments for Pain Relief, Physiotherapy and Sports Injuries.

Conveniently situated for the A580 and the M602, other treatments available include:

* Cosmetic Dentistry « Cosmetic Surgery + Dermatology * Ear, Nose & Throat Surgery
* Gastro-Enterology * General Surgery + Maxillo-facial Surgery * Orthopaedic Surgery
» Ophthalmic Surgery « Podiatry * Urology * Vascular Surgery

* X-ray, MRl and Ultrasound

For more information please call 0161 787 3461 or visit www.capio.co.uk

@ Capio Oaklands Hospital

Your health in good hands

Capio Oaklands Hospital
19 Lancaster Road
Salford

Manchester, M6 8AQ




halstead’s choice

Matty Brooks will be celebrating his 21st birthday four
days after this season's Co-operative NL2 Grand Final . .
. and he's hoping that by the time he starts to party he
will have already helped Oldham to promotion and come
of age as a rugby league professional.

Not for this Hull lad the concerns and anxieties that afflict
many of his age when they are choosing a job or a
career path.

"| just want to play rugby. That's my job. Simple as that,"
said Matty, in a matter-of-fact manner becoming of a
young man who knows what he wants and is determined
to go out and get it.

"My goal is to play at the highest standard | can achieve.
I've been a full-time pro since | left school at 16 and |
don't see myself doing anything else. My job is to play
rugby. When | go to work I'm

going training, or going to a game."

Since leaving David Lister High School in East Hull four
years ago, the former Embassy Longhill youngster has
worn the colours of Hull FC, Bradford Bulls, Hull KR, York
City Knights and now Oldham --- all part of an
apprenticeship which began when Hull FC took him
under their wing at the tender age of 12.

A lad from the red-and-white half of Hull defecting to the
west? Surely not. "It didn't bother me," explained Matty. |
was a Rovers fan, but even at that age | knew | wanted
to be a pro rugby player and | had to do what | thought
was best for me.

"Steve Crooks and Mel Harmon took me across the city
and | joined their scholarship scheme. | hadn't a problem
with that and | think what | learned at FC did me good."

It did no harm, for sure. Schoolboy and youth honours
came thick and fast for the little lad with the big heart. He
played for Humberside, then for Yorkshire and then for
England Boys, first at under-15s and then at under-16s.

He had played at scrum-half for Yorkshire at under-12s,
under-14s and under-16s and once he had England
appearances behind him and had gone full-time with the
Bulls it was of little surprise when he was picked for
Yorkshire under-18s.

He followed a rugby league graduation pathway with
peers like Jordan Tansey, Danny Williams and Ashley
Gibson, but while they signed for Leeds Rhincs, Matty
signed on the dotted line, aged 16, for Bradford.

“Jamie I'Anson, who played against us for Celtic
Crusaders the other night, also went to the Rhinos,*
recalled Matty, "but | was drawn to Bradford because
their chief scout at the time, the well-known Eric Hawley,
made it clear he wanted to take me to Odsal.

“He first spotted me playing for Yorkshire against
Lancashire in what | think was a Service Area festival at
Ormskirk. There was another team in it as well, | think it
was a combined South Wales and London select team,
and Eric kept tracking me from then on.

by ROGER HALSTEAD

RUGBY LEAGUE IS
'JUST THE JOB' FOR
ON-LOAN MATTY

'All | want to be is a full-time
pro', says Hull KR half-back

"He didn't want to get into any trossfire with Hull FC, but
everything was done properly and | signed for Bradford
when | was 16."

He wasn't the first player from Embassy Longhill to strike
it lucky with a big club. Steve Snitch (Wakefield and
Huddersfield), Paul Cooke (Hull and Hull KR) and Craig
Hall (Hull) were all from the same stable in the red-and-
white half of the city. Dad, Alan, took Matty along to the
club when he was seven and he was to spend nine
happy and fruitful years there.

The 5ft 6in, 12-stone Brooks travelled from Hull to
Bradford each day with Lee Radford and he picked up
many little tips about his game just from listening to the
more experienced Radford.

Matty had three years at Bradford, playing first with the
under-18s and then the under-21s, and picking up
player-of-the-year, players'-player-of-the-year and most-
improved-player awards along the way.

Yet, despite these accolades, he was called in for a chat
with Bulls head coach Steve McNamara one day
towards the end of the 2006 season and told that he
wouldn't be offered another contract.

Matty remembers as though it were yesterday. "It was
Steve McNamara's very first job as head coach, to tell me
| didn't fit into his plans. It was very tricky for him. To start
with, he was new to it. We had become friends when he
was coaching academy sides and now he had to tell a
fellow Hull boy that | didn't figure. He said it was one of
the hardest decisions he had ever had to make."

Fate then took a hand. Hull KR, the home-city club club
Matty supported, took him on loan while he played out
what was left of his Bulls contract.

He played scrum-half in five of Rovers' last eight matches
as they strode towards promotion from NL1, but James
Webster returned at No 7 for the play-offs.

No matter. Rovers duly got into Super League and coach
Justin Morgan offered Matty a full-time, one-year
contract covering the 2007 season.

The subject of our profile played in two Carnegie
Challenge Cup ties for the Robins, but with Webster
such an important and influential part of the Craven Park
set-up, and club captain, too, Brooks was always going
to find it hard to break into the Super League side.

He never did, and uitimately Morgan called him on one
side to recommend that he went out on loan in order to
gain more first-team experience.

Early this season he had a month at York, but when he

got the chance to come here in a loan deal to the end

of the season he knew it was the right one for him.

Matty takes up the story. "York was a good little set-up,"
he said, "but when | spoke to Oldham it was more like
what | was lookiing for - a better deal and one which
would enable me to stick with the Roughyeds until the
end of the year.

*| talked with Bill Quinn, Chris Hamilton and Deaks and
I was impressed with what they had to say, so | signed.

"My intention had been to go to a NL1 club, but that
didn't happen. | have to admit, however, that the
standard in NL2 is really high, a lot higher than |
expected. You've only to look at last week's Celtic
Crusaders match to see what | mean. It was a fantastic
standard, and it was great to be part of it.

*I know they won to avenge our win down there last
May, but | still think we are at least as good as anything
else in this division."

Favourite all-time player? The man Matty admires most
is Stanley Gene. He has been running in the tries for
ever, or so it seems, but nobody knows just how old he
is.

"He says he's 33," offers Matty, "but | have a match
programme from 1995 and it said he was 28 then, so
you're guess is as good as mine."

A couple of Matty's team mates in academy rugby at
Bradford were Jason Boults and Tony Tonks, and the
Hull lad played in the same 21s team as Jason and the
same 18s side as Tony. Little did they know then that,
a year or two on, they would be teaming up again in
Oldham colours.

On the domestic scene, Matty has one brother, Danny,
and one sister, Hayley, and he lives in Bradford with his
girl friend Katie, a student at Leeds University.

Though recognised more as a scrum-half than a
hooker for most of his career so far, Matty has
frequently played in the dummy-half role since his early
teens and, since coming to Oldham, he has been used
more often by Deaks as a No 9 or as a replacement for
No 9, coming off the bench, than as a No 7.

Indeed, Roughyeds are well blessed in that regard with
Simeon Hoyle, Andy Crabtree and Matty Brooks all
laying claim on the No 9 jersey.

Matty's versatility, though, came in handy at Hunslet
recently when James Coyle was out injured. It was like
old times for Brooks when he ran out at the South
Leeds Stadium with No 7 on his back, only to suffer a
dead leg in one of the first tackles of the game, and
take no further part.

Last words to Matty. *| actually prefer hooker now,” he
said. *Scrum-half is okay, but at hooker | have my
hands on the ball more than anybody else in the side.

“And that suite me just fine, just the job, because | like

to be in the thick of things, and you are certainly in that
when you play in the hooker's role."

PLAYER PROFILE
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News of the publication by the Oldham RL myz

Michael Turner's new book “KangarooS, .Kiwi

Roughyeds™ was announced for the firstutime. hq)e«'

match programme for last week's game agﬂnsl

Crusaders. It will hit the bookshelves in Nnvemheﬂ s

right time to celebrate the centenary of the firste)

league' tour to Great Britain made in 1907. The 'mi n da

Kiwis will also be here during the autumn to.celebgate th

feats of their ancestors by playing a three malch serie
against the Lions. ’
The book will cover every match that Oldham played agams‘( -
touring sides and much, much more!

Michael's first book Oldham RLFC, The Complete History was
huge success and is the bible for the days at Watersheddings.
Recently, Roughyeds, the Story sold out in little over a week
alter being published, so if you want a copy of Kangaroos,
Kiwis and Roughyeds (the ideal Christmas present!)- be sure

to reserve it now. Don't send any money, just fill in the form
below and return it to the address given. We'll let you know
from where and when the book will be available.

Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust
Please reserve me ... copy / copies Of the n L Heritage Trust book
"Kangaroos, Kiwis and Rough st £20

Address: ......

Telephone: ... )
eet, Oldham, OL4 1NS

VISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK

OR ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HISTORY BUTTON
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Appleton Thorn Trading Estate, Warrington WA4 4SN.
Fax: 0845 658 2314

www.bluemachinery.com

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

GROUP LTD

0161 276 8160

ANDY
CRABTREE
SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

DREW
HOUSTON

SPONSORED BY
NUTWERP AND
BOLTON
ROUGHYED

CRAIG
LITTLER

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

WARREN
STEVENS

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD

0161 276 8160

" TAMGHART

SPONSORED BY
JOHN AND
LYNDA
MCANDREW

GARETH
MORTON

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

PAUL
HULBERT
KITHAN
SPONSORED BY
JOBLOTSAND

BARGAINS ON
EBAY

CHRIS
BAINES
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY
NEATPLANTS
CO.UK
01261 821535

SIMEON
HOYLE

SPONSORED BY

NIGEL
MARLAND

RICHARD
MERVILL

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

IAN
SINFIELD

SPONSORED BY

F R ELSWOOD
LTD (CEILINGS
AND PARTITIONS)
0161 678 6306

ALEX
WILKINSON
SPONSORED BY
JOHN BARRETT

LUCAS
ONYANGO
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

PHIL
HAYWARD
PHYSIOTHERAPIST
SPONSORED BY
ULA

JASON
BOULTS
SPONSORED BY
M NEILD
(BUILDERS) LTD
0161 627 1662

SPONSORED 8Y
SPORTING
IMAGE LTD

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM
SUPPORT

GORDON
SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

LEE
WINGFIELD
SPONSORED BY

ORISA
0161 633 9578

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

KICKER

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM ELECTRICAL
SUPPLIES LTD 0161 652 8131

and their backers

(Sponsor a player -- and help the club)

GENO
COSTIN
SPONSORED BY
TOTAL PLUS

COMMUNICATIONS
0161 343 8181

SPONSORED BY

MESSAGE BOARO
FAITHFUL

GARETH
LANGLEY

SPONSORED BY
SADDLEWORTH
SPORTS LTD
01457 872515

SPONSORED BY
H MULLANEY AND
SON (SKIP HIRE)
LTD 01457 832870

HODSON
SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

STEVE
DEAKIN
COACH
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.

0161 276 8160

ADAM
HUGHES
SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160




'Watersheddings was falling down and a flaming cold place to be in winter', but...

LET'S NOT FORGET OUR GLORIOUS PAST AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE

says John Huxley

Have you had the feeling recently that many
people even within the game of Rugby League
think life started with Super League? Well, that
realisation has struck me forcibly in the last few
months as | researched for a book about what
happened to League's stars once their playing
careers were over. i

It makes you wonder whether we've all become
so short sighted as to think that nothing of real
significance happened in the game before 1996.

The fact is that Rugby League, and before that
Northern Union, was a vibrant meaningful sport
that produced heroes and villains, triumph and
failure, pain and joy without ever thinking about
the words Super League.

Now | wouldn't want you to think that I'm anti
Super League because I'm not. What | don't like
is the belief that what was achieved before
summer rugby and the progression to full-time
professionalism doesn't mean much.

The research I've undertaken has underlined my
belief that the game was different, that's all,
different.

Of course semi-professionals will play the game
differently. If you train three times a week and
play you're not going to be the same kind of

View from the tuﬁ

athlete as the one who trains virtually every day
and is waited on hand and foot.

In the Co-operative National League's you can
still see elements of the old fashioned game.
There are competitive games between players
who are fuelled by local rivalries. They don't look
like the Super League boys and they don't play
like them. And why should they?

While Super League is undoubtedly the public
face of the sport today there's no reason why we
can't still recognise the talents of players like
Alex Murphy, Brian Bevan, Billy Boston, Lewis
Jones, Eric Ashton, Clive Sullivan, Roger
Millward, Neil Fox and a host
of others.

Who can forget the great
Oldham team of the 1950s
or Swinton in the 1960s?
And don't tell me that
Wigan's wonderful side of
the 1980s and 1990s that
dominated the Challenge
Cup for an amazing eight
years wasn't an amazing
phenomenon.

No, there was life before
Super League and it still
counts. As you get older it is

MGl  natural to let your mind stray

back to what went before and, while that should
never detract from what is happening today, it
should still be valued.

I've heard loads of people in Oldham hark back
to the 'golden' days at Watersheddings. It was
an evocative place, but let's not become too
romantic. At the end the place was falling down
and it was a flaming cold place to be in winter.

But the memory of Rugby League's traditional
home in Oldham and what we went through in
its death throes made us what we are today. The

r of pavilion

club may not be the same but with new people
in charge the journey continues. Super League
beckons for the brave but if Oldham ever
reaches that Promised Land | do hope they
won't forget their roots.

And, finally, while researching the book it was
good to speak to former Oldham favourites
Martin Murphy, Terry Flanagan, Phil Larder, Mick
Morgan and Dave Topliss. They provided great
entertainment and action during their time with
the club and just finding out how they've fared
since they hung up their boots has been a great
pleasure.

The book will be out in time for Christmas.




So the big night is over! It was great to see so many
people at Boundary Park last Thursday.

Even though we didn't get the result we would
all have liked, | very much hope that there is no
negativity about the occasion. The club came
up with an incredibly imaginative way to stage
the game, and | hope will receive nothing but
praise for it.

| saw a few faces as | walked up to the ground,
which | hadn't seen for a decade at least -
which must have been one of the club's
objectives. The quality of the entertainment on
offer was surely good enough to attract them
back, too - even if they have to fork out a few
quid to see it! In a way, the actual final result on
such an occasion is not necessarily the most
important factor in determining people's
response, | don't think. The fact that the match
was exciting and produced some quality rugby,
even though we were clearly inferior to the full-
time Celtic outfit for most of the second half,
and that the side representing Oldham
competed to the best of its not inconsiderable
ability for the whole 80 minutes, is the
important thing.

Of course, as always, there are lessons to be
learned for the future. | would like to pick out
three in particular:

1 On the field, it will do us no harm at all in the
long-term to realise just where we are at
currently. We probably now have a greater
chance of gaining promotion this season, given
that Celtic will almost certainly go up
automatically now that they have beaten us,

and that Featherstone seem likely to be more
beatable at Headingley than the Crusaders
would have been - please excuse me for the
implicit assumptions! But it is certainly no bad
thing to make quite clear how much more will
be needed next season and into the future if we
are to have a realistic chance of performing
well at a level higher than NL2. One would
expect Celtic to strengthen further next season,
and to compete near the top of NL1 prior to an
application for a Super League franchise. That
is where we surely want to be too.

2 Paradoxically, on a night when Boundary
Park was perhaps as atmospheric for RL as it
has ever been, it still didn't feel like a true
Oldham RL stadium, did it? So the lesson that
a genuinely RL-dedicated ground is a must
remains central. | have no doubt too that the
club's officials are bemoaning the loss of the
ancillary income which would have been
generated for the Roughyeds if we had been
playing in our own stadium.

3 Finally, there is the lesson of what can be
achieved through a well-focused marketing
effort. Since a considerably increased level of
regular support is vital if we are to have any
chance of achieving the other objectives, it may
well be the case that this is the most important
immediate lesson of all. | am certain this will be
taken fully on board and put at the centre of the
club's ongoing plans for the rest of this year
and beyond.

Thank you for Shopping,

Trading & Booking with us.

We look forward to your
continued custom

in the future.

Your Community Retailer

www.united.coop
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C3arnesia araeat stusent run
TAKING SUPPORT BEYOND BOUNDARIES

When Leeds Met launched the
Carnegie Great Student Run 2007,
leading the way was former Widnes,
Wigan and GB star Joe Lydon.
Joe declared his intention to run the
5km race to raise money for the
Mike Gregory Trust Fund. Mike is one
of rugby league’s most popular,
respected and courageous stars who
captained Warrington and his country
with such distinction.

The Mike Gregory Trust Fund was
formed by friends and supporters from
the rugby league community who knew

of Mike's battle against Motor Neurone
Disease and felt compelled to do
something to help.

It is Mike and his family’s intention
that the trust’s funds will be used to
cover his ongoing medical expenses
and help raise awareness about the
effects of Borreliosis/Lymes Disease.

Through the Carnegie Great Student
Run and the Carnegie Challenge Cup,
Leeds Met Carnegie provides a unique
opportunity for the whole of the rugby
league community to participate and
support the Mike Gregory Trust Fund.

Entry forms and the Mike Gregory Trust Fund sponsorship forms are
available from Leeds Met at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/greatstudentrun
or by calling 0113 283 8686

For more information on the Mike Gregory Trust please visit

www.mikegregorytrust.co.uk
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THE MEN WHO CARRY ROUGHYEDS' HOPES AND AMBITIONS INTO 2007.

ASHTON, Paul (half-back): Aged 27, Paul
lsarned his trade at Saddieworth before piaying
for Halifax, Rochdale, Keighley and Swinton.
Got his big chance at Oldham in 2006, initially
on a3 week-to-week basis, and did enough to
earn a full contract for 2007. Can play at scrum-
haif or stand-off.

BAINES, Chris (back-row): A young forward who
also did enough for coach Steve Deakin last
year, while on loan from Warrington, to win a
contract for the latter part of 2006 and then for
2007. Toured New Zealand with Great Britain
Young Lions in 2003. Product of Chorley
Panthers and Wigan St Pat's.

BOULTS, Jason (prop): One of many new boys
n the Roughyeds squad for 2007, 23-year-old
Jason arrived on the recommendation of two of
his former Halifax team mates, Jamie Bloem and
Alan Hadcroft. Spent four years as a young pro
with Bradford and then had two seasons at The
Shay, missing only a handful of games.

COSTIN, Geno (prop or back-row): A 22-year-
oid Aussie, Geno first established himself in the
Queensland Cup with Wynnum-Manly, but last
year played in the same comp for Logan Souths.
A rugby workaholic, he puts in overtime on
defence and, in possession, always runs strong
and straight.

CRABTREE, Andy (hooker): Won Great Britain
academy honours in his Wigan Warriors days.
Came from Swinton this year. A tidy footballer
with good hands and game awareness, he can
aiso play loose-forward. Alert and alive at
Semmy hall.

FORD, Byron (winger): Cook Island international
signed on loan from Hull KR in mid-August to
e end of the season. A prolific try scorer, he
totalied six In his first four outings for
Roughyeds and on the strength of that was
samed in the Rugby League World NL2 form
Seam for August.

GOREY. Andy (winger): A scrum-half in his
Royton Tigers days, Andy became a good full-
Sack in the former Roughyeds academy side. It
was as a winger, however, that he finished 2006
#s the club's top try scorer with ten - no mean
feat in a losing side.

HODSON, lan (back-row): Initially rejected new
offer for 2007 due to work commitments, but the
Roughyeds door remained open and he re-
signed in March after playing the odd game or
wo for Tyldesiey RU Club. One of the club's
better performers in 2006, he always gave
maximum input, even when asked to play at
stand-oft.

HOUSTON, Drew (second-row or centre): Once
2 youngster linked with Melbourne Storm, Drew
had two seasons in the Queensiand Cup with
Storm feeder club Brisbane Norths before
heading south to join Dapto whom he heiped to
bacome champions of the lllawarra competition
iast year.

HOYLE, Simeon (hooker): Formerly with
Kaighiey and Halifax, Simeon is a hooker of the
cid school —tough in defence yet able to make
thhings happen from dummy half. Helped
Ksighiey to win promotion in 2003 in the same
t=2am as Paul Ashton, Richard Mervill and lan
Sinfieid

HUGHES, Adam (centre): The massively
experienced 29-year-old boasts over 150 Super
League appearances during spelis with Leeds,
Wakefield, Halifax, Widnes and Leigh. A
powerful, pacy centre who knows where the try
line is, he signed for Oldham In preference to
several other clubs.

LANGLEY, Gareth (winger): Pacy, and a good
finisher, 'Gaz' joined Roughyeds this year after
five years at St Helens. He was Saints academy
player of the year in 2005 and runner-up in 2006.
Played at Salford as a teenager before joining
his hometown club at Knowsley Road.

LITTLER, Craig (centre): Another Saints old boy,
Craig was Langley’s centre for four years at
Knowsley Road. A year younger, he had the
chance of another year with St Helens academy,
but opted to sign for Roughyeds and continue
his centre-wing partnership with Langley.

MERVILL, Richard (prop): Formerly with Halifax
and Keighley, Richard joined Roughyeds for
2007 after playing Down Under In the same
Dapto side as Drew Houston. Suffered a broken
hand in one of his early games for Roughyeds,
but goes into Co-Operative NL2 action In a good
seam of form.

MORTON, Gareth (centre): Accomplished
goalkicker, followed his Hull KR team mate
Byron Ford to Oldham on loan in mid-August,
Signed until September 16, when he leaves to
play RU In Italy. Former Leeds Rhinos youngster
and Borders (Scotland) RU player. Dual code
International.

O'CONNOR, Paul (full-back): Signed for
hometown Widnes after winning students'
International honours for Ireland and for Great
Britain. Looked good In three loan games for
Roughyeds in 2006 and returned on a more
permanent basis in 2007, although he will be
away for 14 weeks on a pre-arranged trip Down
Under.

OLDHAM, Stuart (winger): Formerly with St
Helens and Swinton, Stuart played his first
serlous rugby with Sedgley Park and Liverpool
St Helens RU clubs before switching codes to
Join Saints. Had two seasons with Swinton and
became one of six Lions to sign for Roughyeds
for 2007

ONYANGO, Lucas (winger): A real flier, aged 25,
Lucas grew up In rugby union In his native
Kenya. Has played for Sale Sharks, Manchester
and Leigh in Union, and also Widnes Vikings in
League. Did well at Vikings before damaging a
knee. Over that now and keen to make the most
of his chancs at Oldham,

ROBINSON, Adam (second row): A tough and
uncompromising player who relishes his
defensive duties, the 20 year-old Yorkshireman
turned down Featherstone in order to sign for
the Roughyeds from Doncaster. Formerly of the
Stanley Rangers amateur club, he started his
professional career at Wakefield.

RODEN, Neil (halt-back): Neil rejoined
Roughyeds from Leigh for 2007 after leaving the
club initially to go to Batley in 2004. In his first
stint here he scored 290 points (68 tries and 18
drop goals) in 142 games over four and a half
seasons. Has overtaken Mark Sibson as the
new’ club’s leading all-time try scorer.

ROGERS, Wes (prop): Aged 29, and ciub
captain. Like Neil Roden and lan Sinfield, has
rejoined Roughyeds for a second spell. Signed
for Widnes as a 15-year-old, then had three
years at Swinton, one here, three at Rochdale
and three more at Swinton before coming
"home" for 2007.

SANDERSON, Lee (halfback, hooker): Signed in
March after a difficult period with Barrow.
Roughyeds paid an undisclosed transfer fee for
the Leigh lad, whose uncle, lan, was an
accomplished Oldham hooker in
Watersheddings days. Lee has previously
played for Leigh, London Broncos, Rochdale
and Barrow.

SINFIELD, lan (back-row): Another experienced
forward who has returned to his hometown club
for a second stint. Brother of Leeds captain,
Kevin Sinfield, lan played in the first ever
Roughyeds game at Rochdale on New Year's
Day, 1998, Had four years here, then moved on
to Rochdale, Keighley and Swinton.

SMITH, Kris (back-row or centre): Kris, aged 28,

s, Salford, London and
Halitax. A product of the Eccl mateur club,
he was snapped up by Leeds while still a
Joined Roughyeds after four seasons

at Swinton,

STEVENS, Warren (prop): A beat-the-deadline
capture in August, he has made more than 100
Super League appearances, mainly with
Warrington Wolv Vastly experienced front-
rower, who has also played in SL with Leigh and
Salford. Signed until end of the season,

STOUT, Michael (second-row or centre): Signed
from Swinton, Michael has a good turn of speed
for a forward and likes to use it while breaking
wide out, Played at academy level for both
Warrington and Widnes. Chose to join Oldham
after rejecting a Swinton offer for 2007.

TAMGHART, Said (utility): A  French
international, Said has represented his country
at every level, Including full Test matches
against Austr; and New Zealand. Came under
Steve Deakin's Influence when both were at
UTC, better known now as Perpignan-based
Catalans Dragons,

TONKS, Tony (prop): Roughyeds have high
hopes of the 22-year-old Yorkshireman, signed
from Bradford Bulls just prior to the start of the
Co-Operative NL2 season. One year at
Wakefield academy, then six at Bulls as a full-
time pro, including last season on loan at
Doncaster.

WILKINSON, Alex (centre, wing): Played his
early rugby with Royton Tigers and toured with
GB schoolboys to Australia in 1999 and with
England academy to New Zealand and Australia
in 2001. While a young pro at Bradford Bulls, he
had loan spells with London Broncos,
Huddersfield and Hull before going part-time
with Roughyeds to continue his studies.




In the words of coach Latham
Tawhai, the London Skolars have
made ‘"steady improvement" this
year, on and off the field.

Given that in 2006 they posted five wins and a
draw in NL2, their second best points return in
a five-year history, and this season they have
taken that record up to eight wins and a draw, the
coach's overall assessment might be construed
as an understatement

More so if you consider thal, away from home,
the Skolars have won at Workington, Gateshead,
Hunslet and Blackpool as well as picking up a
couple of points with a draw at Keighley

Add to those results four wins at home and at the
time of writing these notes the London side was
in the grip of a three-way battle with Swinton
Lions and Hunslet Hawks to clinch the one
remaining play-off spot that was up for grabs
Tawhal, a New Zealander, can indeed look back
with a great deal of satisfaction at the progress
the Skolars have made since he was appointed
as full-time coach before the start of last season
In his first year, they won the award for Best
Community Programme in the National Leagues,
and that excellent work has continued since as
Skolars play a significant role, with others, in the
remarkable rugby league success story
surrounding the development of the game at
grassroots level in London and the South-East.
"We did particularly well in the middle part of
the season," said Latham, "and, as we speak, we
have an outside chance of making the play-olfs
if results go our way. Most of the boys have been
at the club for the past three or four years
“They are a really dedicated bunch and it's good
to see them making progress. A lot of them
travel significant distances to get to training and
the logistics of getting around London make it
tough. And that's before we start travelling to
away games -- and ours really are AWAY games.
"It was a great achievement to go all the way up
to Workington and win, but in reality every away
game is a long haul. We have to be positive . .
and we look on these trips as a day out with the
boys and a game of rugby league at the end of
the journey to make it even better!”

Individually, perhaps the biggest success story
this year concerns South African prop Richard
Louw, whose performances earned him Rugby
League World magazine's NL2 player-of-the-
month award back in the summer.

He narrowly missed selection in the form team
for August, coming in as third prop behind Neil

Lowe of York City Knights and Dave Armistead of
Barrow, and has certainly been one of the stand-
out front-row forwards in the competition this
year.

He was playing up the road in Hertlordshire with
St Alban's when the Skolars recruited him fast
year and he has gone on to make a big name for
himself at National League level. Unfortunately
for Skolars he isn't available today because he
has had to go back to South Africa to renew his
visd

Winger Austen Aggrey and scrum-half Jamie
Nowland were also close to form-team
selection, Nowland coming in as runner-up to
the outstanding Celtic Crusaders No 7 Jace Van
Dijk, no mean achievement

Stand-off Paul Thorman has also had a
significant role to play in everything the Skolars
have achieved this season

i ¥
e L N
Latham Tawhai

A Geordie, and brother of Super League star
Chris Thorman, Paul was recruited from York
City Knights at the end of last season, and
Tawhai believes other players from here in the
north can enjoy similar success in London,
“The environment has really improved down
here," he said, "and what happened to Paul can
happen to others. He struggled to find his form
initially, as did most of the squad at the start of
the season, but our upturn in form has coincided
with his

"His goalkicking has been superb. He's be the
first to admit that at the start of the season he
couldn't throw one over, now his strike rate is up
about 95 per cent, which is incredible.

"We hope to keep him next season and, as one
of our development officers, he's keen to stay*
The Skolars are a cosmopolitan lot, a mixture of
overseas boys, northern exiles and locals from
London and the South-East.

"The guys find themselves in London for a varely
of reasons," explained the boss. “They come to
study, to find jobs o, in the case of the overseas
fellows, they often come to use London as a

by ROGER HALSTEAD

base for the opportunity to look at the UK and
Europe and to play rugby league at the same
time

“‘But we also pick up players from around
different parts-of-England. Jermaine Coleman,
for instance, was from Leeds originally and Pete
Hodgkinson comes from the Midlands. As | say
they are an incredibly commitied bunch of
blokes."

The club insists it is here for the long haul. It has
short-term, medium-term and long-term plans
and it intends to build, develop and progress
gradually but solidly by laying down foundations
and saising its profile in an area of North London
dominated by soccer giants Tottenham Hotspur
and Arsenal

The long-term dream is to become a second
Super League club in the capital alongside
Harlequins, but that is a long, long way off just
yel

"We are building steadily,” said Latham, “and
Irying lo raise the profile of the game down herz,
as well as hoping to attract new investment to
develop the business side of things. We want to
be around for a lot of years to come

“From the financial point of view we have to stay
within our means, but everyone at the club is
working very hard lo take it forward *

The night before the Wembley final a fortnight
ago, Skolars entertained York City Knights at the
New River Stadium, the game altracting a club
record crowd of 1,288 and perhaps confirming
that the Friday night before the Carnegie
Challenge Cup final should become a regular
fealure of the Skolars programme in future

The stand was heaving, and off-field activities
centred around a real-ale festival and a
Caribbean barbecue also went down well

Sadly for Skolars, they suffered one of their
heaviest defeals of the season, beaten 34-0
After the match, Tawhai was quoted thus in the
trade press: "0ur buys showed a lot of courage
Many had to do a day’s work before travelling
here, many of them on public transport

“They were out on their feet. But | am not against
Friday football. There was a great atmosphere
and the team can hold their heads high

"We didn'l dictate when we had the ball, as we
have done recently. We looked to see what the
York defence would do, and they closed us down
very quickly. But we will learn from this.*

He will, no doubt, hope that his Skolars have
learned well in their preparation for today's
match at Boundary Park

The Oldham club has teamed up with the RFL to offer one lucky
person an opportunity to be part of Rugby League history.

This autumn Great Britain will play for the final time on home soll
before the team switches to playing as England, Scotland, Wales
and Ireland in time for next year’s World Cup in Australia. As a
result the three match Gillette Fusion Test Series against New
Zealand will be a historic occasion.

The third of the three Tests will be staged at Wigan's JJB Stadium on Saturday, November
10. That is why the Oldham club, together with the RFL, is looking for a school child aged
eight 1010 years to be one of the team mascots and walk out alongside the players of Great
Britain and New Zealand just before the big match kicks off.

This superb prize also includes three tickets for each winner, one for the mascot and two for
their parents or guardian

As you would expect tickets for the final Great Britain games on home soil are in huge
demand and can be purchased from the RFL Box Office on 0871 226 1313 or by visiting
www.rugbyleaguetickets.co.uk. Tickets prices slart from just £15.

To be in with a chance of being a mascot simply answer the following question.

What is the Great Britain team’s nickname?

1. The Panthers

2. The Tigers

3. The Lions

The child who answers correctly will be selected at random to be the mascot winners.
Send your completed entries to GB Mascot Comp, Oldham Rugby League Club,
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 SEF;

entries in by September 20, 2007.

Terms and conditions

= Neither the BFL nor the Oldham club can enter into correspondence about this competition
The decision of the Oldham ciub is final
The winners will receive details of their prize from the RFL
The winner can be a boy or girl aged between 8 and 10 years old

Alter mascot u!r}a each child will b%escorled back to their seats o join their
parents/guardian 10 enjoy the malc

Prizes cannot be exchanged, transferred or sold

TESTSERIES

n from the Oldham vs Crusaders game
Oldham Evening Chronicle




GU MSHIELDS
STICK MITTS

KICKING TEES

U GBY B8 AL\.S

TRAININ

KOOGA
CANTERBURY

GILBERT
CLASSIC

P
PROTECT)\ VEsrs

OPTIMUM

PUMA

RUGBY-TECH

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD * GREENFIELD
OLDHAM + OL3 7J) » 01457 872515

e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

HEMErs

MITRE

CATRASPORT

HALBRO

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and
EQUIPMENT

WALSH

01706 880884

www.belvoirlettings.com

View all our properties at
www.belvoiriettings.com/oldham
or call us on 01706 880884

KEYHOLE

Q ! SURGERY!

for landlords

3.
Clounm

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE

EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS

BELVOIR!

the lettings specialist

> NO LET NO FEES!
> Free Property Appraisal

Belvoir Oldham
A Shirt Sponsor of Oldham
Roughyeds RLFC

70 Market St, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8NP
T: 01706 880884 F: 01706 881884
Email oldham@belvoiriettings.com

RODEN, FORD

NAMED IN FORM TEAM

Roughyeds have two players in the Rugby
League World magazine's mythical NL2 form
team for August, Neil Roden at stand-off and
Byron Ford on the wing. Byron’s hat-trick against
Swinton on Wednesday took his try tally for
Oldham to nine in five games.

Geno Costin was one of three strong candidates
for the loose-forward spot, but he and Chris
Redfearn of Keighley Cougars were pipped at the
post by Tommy Haughey of Featherstone Rovers.

The magazine's player of the month was Celtic
Crusaders hooker Neil Budworth, who had a
great game here at Boundary Park last week.

His coach, John Dixon, said of the former Wigan
and London Broncos player: "He has been
outstanding all year; a really consistent
performer. He gets us going forward with great
service and he is always the same, whether
carting the ball forward or in defence."

Team: Tony Duggan (Celtic Crusaders); Byron
Ford (OLDHAM), Michael Basan (Barrow), Mark
Dalle Court (Celtic Crusaders), Paul Ballard
(Celtic Crusaders); Neil Roden (OLDHAM), Jace
Van Dijk (Celtic Crusaders); Neil Lowe (York City
Knights), Neil Budworth (Celtic Crusaders), Dave

Armistead (Barrow), Neale Wyatt (Celtic
Crusaders), Michael Knowles (Gateshead
Thunder), Tommy Haughey (Featherstone
Rovers).

Others on the fringe of selection were:

Wayne English of Swinton and Khamal Ganley of
Barrow (full-backs); Austin Aggrey of London

Skolars (wing); Jon Whittle of Featherstone
(centre); Craig Ashall of Swinton and Joe
McLocklan of Featherstone (stand-offs); Jamie
Nowland of London Skolars and Barry Eaton of
Keighley Cougars (scrum-half); Richard Louw of
London Skolars (prop); Jimmy Elston of York City
Knights and Shaun Lunt of Workington Town
(hookers); Adam Sidlow of Workington Town
(second-row); Chris Redfearn of Keighley

Cougars and Geno Costin of Oldham (loose-
forwards).

Neil Roden

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

Ledguer

eague Express

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 |
---OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrugbyleague.com




HAVE A FLUTTER --- AND HELP US TO TAKE THE CLUB FORWARD

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

244

FOR £1 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

flus
Jackpot last Friday monthly

* European holiday mini-break
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

*Meal for two at Clayton Green

Rlus

*In June . . . £500 vouchers for
Mann's Furniture, Yorkshire Sreet
*In July . . . Dream Holiday
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

* In December . . . £500 vouchers
for Mann's Bed Store, Union Street

Automatic pay-out - no need to claim
RING JOHN 0161 628 3677

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

FOR £5 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£500 A MONTH GUARANTEED
2 match-day srPonNsORS SUITE PLACES
£25 VOUCHER FOR CLUB SHOP

Plus

Built-in benefits as follows:
* Season's car park pass
* Club tie for men
* Tymbuktu voucher for ladies
* mention in programme
* Lunches with speaker
* Use of BP lounge and bar
* 10% sponsorship discount
Subs paid by cheque (quarterly
in advance) or by standing order

Automatic pay out - no claim needed
RING JANET 0161 628 3677

Keepin
dream

the
LIVE ---

FIVE ALIVE!

{Roll call of members -- fancy joining them?)

John McAndew
Saddleworth Sports
FR Elswood
Eddie Luckraft
David Webster

JFS gag'e.| Services (John
ith) ¢

Sean Whitehead
Chris Broadbent
Dorothy M Johnston
Mortgage Solutn;ns (Dave
Lansdowne Tradi
(Chris Stanley)
Ciifford Bardsley
David Whitehead
David Lord
Janet Yewdale
Nigel Marland
Christopher Hamilton
Jeffrey Bates
lain Ashworth
Roger Halstead
Steve Deakin
Nick Henry

Interior Door Systems (Joe
Collins)

James Rochford
Noel Brady
Gareth Owen
Roy Wood

Denise Buckley

Moorside Electrical Contractors

(Neil Haughton)
Valerie Wynn
Brian Tranter
Thomas Joyce
Mick Harrop
Terry Bailey
John Barrie Gallagher
Teny Kelly
Cheshire Telecom Ltd (Sean
Lynch

Robert Nixon
Derek King
Frank Taylor
Colin Pyke
| and C Kershaw
Personal Tyres and Exhausts
e Beswick)

Sawvas Eleftheriou
Total Plus Communications
Total Plus Communications

Clarice Stevens
Sue and Mike Kiviin
William Hannen
The Bs

Promotional Print (Eric Bradley)

Tracey Bradley
Michael Bradshaw
Shirley Mullaney
Keith Mullaney
John Barrett
Raymond Sankey

Cyril Farnworth
John Heap
Mick Slicker
Terry Flanagan
Dave McGealy
Noise Killer Acoustics (Steve
Bithell)

B Giddens
Jack Buckley

Ultan McGovemn (Oldham
Electrical Supplies)

Mark Antony Kitchens (Mark
Harrington)
Martin Hunter
David Macauley (Chartered
Surveyors)

David Foden

Matthew Chambers
Oldham Advertiser

Paul Robinson

Mick Kilgannon

Ray Broadbent

lain Taylor
Joseph Lawrence Perrins

Costin Electrical Services Ltd

(Phil Costin)
Hans Bateson
John Kettleton
Keith Egerton
Karen Marrie

Bill Quinn
Suzanne Kettleton

n got home from holiday last Friday and, as a
collector for the Club Cash lottery, he received
gh the post on Saturday morning his usual weekly
e from Roughyeds, containing results shests
lottery collection material.

on one side and didn't open it until that night,*
said, "but when | did open it what a fantastic
Swpase was in store. There was an extra envelope
d ‘CONGRATULATIONS' and in it was news of my
win on Five Alive. | couldn't believe it. In effect, it

for my holiday in France. Brilliant!"

0 is 51, lives in Middleton. Up to three years

e was a soccer fan. Then he fell out with the

S just money, money, money in football,” he

i's got to such a level that it just switched

pletely. "I happened to stumble across a

game on TV, | liked it, so | decided to get

my local club and that was Oldham, I've

ever since.” And you know what they say

werts being the most passionate of all? True

= %rm. Rob is a season-ticket holder; a Club Cash
saliecior; and a member of Five Alive.

goes o most home games, often with his seven

¥==r old daughter Sophie, and sometimes he gets to

Smay maiches, t0o.

He said: "I love following my local club and living the
dream with them through their ups and their downs.
That's what being a supporter is all about. I'm not
interested in watching a team that's winning all the
time, like one of the top Super League clubs.

*| want to do my best for my home club and whether
I'm watching a match or knocking on doors collecting
money for the Club Cash lottery | enjoy every minute of
it because | know I'm doing my bit."

Second prize in the latest Five Alive monthly draw went
to Colin Pike, who won two places in the Boundary
Park hospitality suite at a forthcoming home game, and
third prize (a £25 voucher for the club shop) was won
by Michael Bradshaw.

Mrs E Gregg of High Crompton won the £300 first prize
in last week's Club Cash draw; the second prize of
£100 went to Mr Fiynn of Chadderton; and there were
two monthly jackpot prizes, namely a mini-European
break courtesy of Travelcare won by Mrs Dronsfield of
Chadderton and a meal for two at Clayton Green won
by Joe Finnerty, c/o the Boltmakers, Rock Street,
Oidham.

Support the Roughyeds, join the lotteries (see adverts
on facing page for details).
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; PRIDE IN OLDHAM

- 172 Union Street, Oldham, OL1 1EQ
Tel:,.01$1"_633"21'21 Fax 0161 627 0905 www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk

iournalistic

license

by Matthew Chambers

AS this is the final game of the season, at least
before the play-offs get underway, it presents a
good chance to reflect on what has already been
a remarkable campaign for Oldham.

After last season's turmoil, most supporters would
have settled for a season of quiet consolidation and
gradual rebuilding of the club. The beginning of a
process, if you like, of re-establishing the Oldham club
on solid foundations.

Instead, it has been a season of major progress both
on and off the pitch.

When exiting Whitehaven's Recreation Ground after a
66-4 spanking at the end of last year, few fans would
have predicted that at the same point the following
season they would be witnessing an Oldham team
gunning for promotion, powered on by the likes of
Byron Ford, James Coyle and Rob Roberts.

Quite a transformation. And the roles that new
majority shareholder Bill Quinn, along with the battle-
hardened directors Chris Hamilton and Sean
Whitehead and coach Steve Deakin, have all played
deserve to be recognised.

As they were last week when the Sky Sports cameras
illustrated to the rugby league world as a whole the
hunger the town still has for the professional game.

Next season's revival of an academy team, coupled
with a determination to move forward pilans for a new
ground to call 'home', only serves to add to what is
overall a bright picture.

The only cloud on the horizon is the prospect of the
removal of automatic promotion and relegation from
Super League.

What would become of clubs like Oldham should the
path to the top be blocked?

Personally, | see Super League's relegation trapdoor
— even with the problems it presents with regard to
player development, as a wave of cheap imports flood
in to man the barricades of the desperate strugglers
— as a positive aspect of the game.

The threat of relegation means even teams at the
bottom of the table have something to play for come
the end of the year, while offering the chance for
teams battling away in the National Leagues
something tangible to aspire to.

Take that away and what do you have? Stagnancy
and complacency at the bottom of Super League and
a lack of ambition at the top of the National Leagues.

In the RFL's mooted proposals, clubs lower down the
ladder will have the chance to apply for Super League
franchises on a three-yearly cyclical basis. But this
has little to do with on-field achievement, which is the
fundamental basis that readiness for Super League
should be judged on.

Promotion and relegation is a major part of our
sporting psyche and should stay, no matter what the
Australians may think about it.

e




northern OIdham RLFC Appearances and Scorers, 2007

Detination ckpool players

i statistics
f;{ 1N~ 2007 [up to and including September 5th]

s e . NAM - —
\E;\) Northern Rail g ED  TRIES GOALS  POINTS

N P Ashton 1 3 27 66

gup( F' nal 4 C Baines 22 2 8
e i / J Boults 24
M Brooks 12 1 4
Bloomﬂeld‘go G Costin 21 6 24
b Blackpool / J Coyle E 4 16
2 A Crabtree 24 1 4
15 July B Ford - 9 36
| Gordon 5
A Gorey 10 2 8
g | Hodson 18 4 16
MEKPOOL( J Hough 2
BLACKPOOL D Houston 24 6 24
South S Hoyle 23 1 4
Please Boach L A Hughes 12 15 9 78
G Langley 25 10 27 94
C Littler 23 6 24
R Mervill 26 3 12
® G Morton 5 3 21 54
P 0'Connor 14 4 16
...€Nnjoy the 5 1 - :
S Oldham 1
L Onyango 18 15 60
® R Roberts 7 3 1dg 13
o u r n e A Robinson 10 3 12
N Roden 25 10 2dg 42
W Rogers 10
L Sanderson 8 1 20 44
| Sinfield 19 2 8
K Smith 10 5 20
W Stevens 4

M Stout 4 1 B
S Tamghart 24 4 16
T Tonks 16 3 12
A Wilkinson 26 12 48
L Wingfield - 1 -

NORTHERN
RAIL

Proud sponsor of the Northern Rail Cup @
- Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk

www.northernrail.org



DATE OPPONENTS CupP
31/01/07 _ Warrington Wolves Friend
11/02/07 __ Rochdale Hornets NRC
18/02/07 _ Swinton Lions NRC
25/02/07 __Dewsbury Rams NRC
04/03/07__Rochdale Homets
10/03/07 __ East Hull

18/03/07 _ Dewsbury Rams
25/03/07 _ Swinton Lions

01/04/07 pighley Couga

04/04/07 _ Featherstone Rovers
09/04/07 _Hunslet Hawks

15/04/07 __Blackpool Panthers
29/04/07 _ Keighley Cougars NL2
04/05/07 __Celtic Crusaders

13/05/07 __Harlequins

20/05/07 __ Barrow Raiders

26/05/07 __London Skolars

03/06/07 __ Workington Town NL2
10/06/07 __ York City Knights NL2
17/06/07 __Featherstone Rovers NL
24/06/07 __ Keighley Cougars

01/07/07 _ Gateshead Thunder

08/07/07 __Swinton Lions

15/07/07  Barrow Raiders

22/07/07 __ Hunslet Hawks

29/07/07 _ York City Knig

=
=]
o

05/08/07 __Blackpool Panthers NL2

12/08/07
19/08/07
22/08/07
30/08/07
05/09/07
09/09/07

Workington Town
Gateshead Thunder
Hunslet Hawks
Celtic Crusaders
Swinton Lions
London Skolars
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Home [3.00pm

Play offs will take place on Sundays, September 16, 23 and 30 with the Grand

Final on Sunday 7th October.
Home* venue to be arranged.

Key

NRC - Northern Rail Cup

NL2 - National League Division 2
CCC - Carnegie Challenge Cup

today’s
SPONSOrs

MATCH SPONSOR

TIX

WARD STREET,
CHADDERTON,
OLDHAM,
OL9 9EX
(TEL: 0161 628 5584)

MAN OF MATCH SPONSOR

DOUGHTY'S GYM
PRINCESS ROAD,
SHAW
OLDHAM
(TEL: 01706 846762)

Sponsorship
packages available.
All sizes catered
for, large or small, individuals
or party groups.

Please contact the office on

0161 628 3677

for further information
and pricing

PLAYERS AFTER MATCH
REFRESHMENTS

TAYLOR’S FRUIT AND VEG
(OLDHAM MARKET) AND
ASHWORTH’S BUTCHERS
(OLDHAM MARKET)
EXPRESS DAIRIES

FRCHANDIS

k

s by
&

N A
WHITE T-SHIRT

BASEBALL CAP

CUSHION

LADIES BAG

#1's tackle Racism in Rugby League

SHOP PRICES 200

—oodies 2

Gym Bag

£499

Tracksuits £35

Caps

£8:99

Sizes for tee shirts and polos are small to
xxl: sizes for pink tees are small to x|

Red/White Striped

Polos

£14:99

Shirts £43

Mugs

£5:99

Pink Caps

£8:99

eddies £7.99

Pennanis

£5:99

Pink Ts

£12:99

1 shirts (red/white,
xange/black) £12.99

=S £15

Beanies

£8:99

Pink Scarves

£8:99

Polos

£12:99

Pink bags

£1799

Cushions

£5.00




