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Trans-Penine Cup
inalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 228 - Jan 1998 - Sep 2006
CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Nell Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Nedl Roden 77 - 2000-2004; 2007-2
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 26th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 2t Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams; 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001 at Hunfington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001 RLCC 3rd Rnd 2t Boundary Park
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After what seems like an eternity stuck in fifth place in the
division we today have the opportunity to go higher courtesy
of a win against our opposition from Cumbria. Although that
is easily said we know, especially after our trip earlier this
season to Workington that they will also know this is a vital
game in their season and one they will be just as anxious to

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

They were probably the biggest team from one to
seventeen that | have seen for a long time that day and it
was a fantastic defensive effort that saw us through.

Since we came back to Boundary Park on 22 July to play
Hunslet we realised that the six games at home (as was
then) could be crucial in the final league placing and so
far we have managed to make that home advantage pay
racking up nearly 100 points in the two games played
here since. We are also aware of the fact that the two
games in hand can prove to be a burden just as much as
an advantage with games coming thick and fast between
now and the end of the normal playing season and we
must really be switched on and motivated to make sure
that we pick up as many points as possible between now
and 9th September.

Blackpool demonstrated - again - last week that there are
no easy beats in this division any more and lets hope that
the lads can ensure that they keep up the level of intensity
needed each week to take us as high up the league as
possible. There will be, without any shadow of a doubt,
more twists and turns to come and | for one have not
given up hope of gaining automatic promotion and whilst
it may seem a long shot all we can do is keep winning.
After all up to Celtic winning at Fev the other week who
would have said that Fev werent the ones to be going up
automatically?

take the three points from.

With the signing deadline approaching this Friday | am
sure there will be something of a scramble as clubs try to
bolster squads for the final run in with teams hoping they
can get a player in who can just give them that extra
something to get over the finishing line. As far as
ourselves are concerned we have had a good track
record in doing this over the years and we are still actively
looking for players who can come in and help the players
who are already here 1o achieve things - indeed to that
end there may have even been some movement this
week after writing these notes.

The next few days will see the club announce an exciting
unique event for one of our remaining home games and
is further demonstration of our commitment to taking the
club forward and increasing crowds. There are a number
of things happening at the moment which will hopefully
lay down some markers for our long term development
and which will also reward our loyal supporters.

Today as | said at the beginning of these notes is a chance
for the team to move up the division and we would ask
that, as ever, you play your part in this by getting behind
the lads for what will undoubtedly be a tough, physical
game and hopefully cheering the boys on to another three
points.

Thanks for your support and enjoy the game.

s

s Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

4

otalplus

Northern House. Moss Sirest East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074
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The next few weeks are going to provide fans
of many of the Co-Operative NL2 clubs with
some intriguing, nail-biting matches to enjoy
- and all the signs indicate that it will be an
appropriately competitive run-in over the last
few rounds of the competition to bring down
the curtain on what has been a cracking comp since day one.
On page 33 of this match-day magazine you can see the league
fable as it stands before today's game (excluding the results from
yesterday's games, Celtic Crusaders v Hunslet Hawks and
London Skolars v Gateshead Thunder) and we also provide you
with the remaining fixtures of the clubs placed 1 to 5.

Those five are all jostling for end-of-season positions in the first
three, and you will see that they include Oldham and Workington.
Enough said, therefore, about the relevance of today’s encounter.
Anyone who travelled to Workington to watch our game at
Derwent Park at the beginning of June will recall that we got a 27-
18 win on the back of an outstanding effort defensively. It was
achieved at a price, however, because our players dipped into a
bit of a lull after that game and after our narrow defeat at
Featherstone a fortnight later.

Things have been coming back together again over the course of
the last few games and we have been showing some good signs
offensively, particularly in our last two home games against
Hunslet and Blackpool which yielded a total of 17 tries.

Also, the Roden-Coyle half-back partnership is starting to get a bit
slicker, just at the right time of the season, ready for the late push.
We scored some outstanding tries last week against Blackpool
(we had to because Panthers defended very well indeed and
made us work hard for everything we got) and wasnt Lucas
Onyango's try a 'super solo' in every sense of the two words. As |
said after the game, | rated it the best individual touchdown | had
seen all year.

The two latest signings, Rob Roberts and lan Gordon, both did
well in their first games at Boundary Park. Two Bobs' followed up

ELCOME to Boundar.\( Park for what promises to be a
thrilling game between two teams pushing for a top-three

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop, Shaw,
Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth, Mossley,
Ashton-U-Lyne, Wakefield, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk
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his match-winning, last-gasp drop goal at York with a brace of tries,
while lan gave a sound and steady game at full-back in his first
outing for the club.

We changed the team around a bit because it is important that, at
this late stage of the season, we utilise the full squad. | don't want
to be in a position where | have to call on players who are short on
match sharpness because they have been too long on the
sidelines.

Blackpool made us work for everything — make no mistake about
that — and they did the basics like completing their sets, tackling
well and utilising a good kicking game to the full. There wasnt
much fluency about the game in the first half, but once things
opened up a bit in the second half we scored 28 unanswered
points to finish comfortable winners, 46-12.

| know 25 minutes had elapsed before we scored, but when you
finish up with eight tries, have two or three disallowed, miss a
couple of gilt-edged chances, nil the opposition in the second haif
and rattle up 28 points after the interval, it's got to be seen as pretty
comprehensive

Roberts and Gordon, our two latest acquisitions, played significant
roles in that win. And talking of new players | can tell you that the
board are continuing to make every effort to further strengthen the
squad in our push for promotion, whether it be automatically or
through the play-offs

At the time of writing (and we have to bear in mind that the signing
deadline for NL2 clubs is next Friday) efforts were being made
behind the scenes to do a topping-up job in terms of recruitment,
another indication of the board's ambition for this club.

Apart from the long-term injuries, those who won't play again this
season, only two players are cumrently unavailable through injury
and those are Kris Smith and Adam Robinson.

Kris should have had his knee clear-out by now, if everything went
according to plan, and with a bit of luck he could be back on the
field in a couple of weeks, three at the most. Adam is cumrently
nursing a shoulder injury, but he shouldn't be too long, either.
All in all the squad is looking pretty solid right now — as was
refiected in the quality of the players who didn' tum out last week
— and that provides competition for places, which is always
heaithy.

After today we have two away trips to Gateshead and Hunslet and
then we have a week and a half off before we wrap up the regular
part of the season with three games in eight days, all here at
Boundary Park.

You dont need me to tell you of the significance of those eight
days in which we will play Celtic Crusaders on the Sunday,
Swinton Lions on the Wednesday night, and then London Skolars
on the foliowing Sunday

it promises to be some week. We will need all the support and all
the vocal backing we can get. | know we can rely on you.
Enjoy the game,

Deaks.

Official Suppliers of sports medical
products to the Roughyeds

FIT/SP.RT

LTD.COM

Kit out your club, school, clinic or
fitness centre with the very latest in
sports medical care

To contact us, either drop into our
Oldham office, (individual purchases
welcome) or call us on 0161 633 5533
or log on to www.fit4sportltd.com

Fit4Sport Ltd, Unit 2 Milking Green, Hartshead Street,
Lees, Oldham, OL4 SEE

ann’s
furnishers
112/114 Yorkshire Street, Oldham
Fantastic range of
Fireside, Manual
and Lift and Rise
Recliner Chairs

M annis

1624 1779

www.mannsfurnishers.co.uk

— 2
—— Easy access for the disabled
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John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancn

shire rugby plaver. early
proncer of both Oldbhum Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong. Whitticker and Ogden
= forerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Claydon
29/833 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com

FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811
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Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on
Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please producs this advert 3l seception to c cur ree day pass  Selter Haalth Club One advant per person

FOCUS ON THE
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Under-14s

SEVEN SELECTED FOR REGIONAL CAMP TO CROWN
A MEMORABLE SEASON

IN this issue of the Roughyeds match-day magazine we look
back at the successful under-14s town-team season in which no
fewer than seven members of the squad were selected for
regional camp at Rossall School, Fleetwood —- a stepping stone
in the RFL's structured youth development programme.

The seven honoured in this way were Kristian Bell, Danny Bridge,
GeorgnFord‘ Grant Hudson, Louis Jackson, Ryan Murgatroyd
and Ben Pye

They couldnt have achieved their regional step-up, of course,
had it not been for the support and backing of other members of
the town-team squad

It read as follows: Kristian Bell, Simon Brunt, Danny Bridge, Sean

Casey, Ashley Caveney, Declan Crossley, Jacob Eastwood,

George Ford, Jack Francis, Joe Greenwood, Adam Goulden,

Grant Hudson, Louis Jackson, Hayden Jones, Damon Lees,

WRyan Murgatroyd, Jake OGrady, Ben Pye, Tommy Smith, Lewis
faterman

Results in inter-town games were as follows: Oldham 10, Kirklees
20, Oldham 18, Wigan/Leigh 28; Oldham 44, Lancashire 10:
Oldham 48 ehaven) 8; Oldham 34, Halton
(Widnes) 10

A report on the Kirkdees game was not available and a full list of
scorers in the Copeland game was not given, but off the
information to_hand it would that Danny Bridge, Louis
Jackson and George Ford were high in the list of try scorers, with
Ford also proving to be an accomplished goalkicker

OLDHAM 18 WIGAN/LEIGH 28

Oidham's difficulty in controlling the ball inst big, physical
opponents was the { single factor in this defeat. Few sets
were compelted in the first half

Despite this failing they trailed only 14-12 at half-time thanks to
tries by Lewis Waterman and Louis Jackson, both goaled by
George Ford

Early in the second half a try by Danny Bridge and the Ford goal
edged Oldham into an 18-14 lead, but Wi got on top in the
later stages to produce a scoreline which failed to do justice to
Oldham's contrbution to a tough encounter.

OLDHAM 44 LANCASHIRE 10

Oldham rattled up the tries in this maich — nine in total and two
apiece for Danny Bridge, George Ford, Louis Jackson and Ryan
Murgatroyd, with Ashley Caveney scoring the other. Ford

OLDHAM SERVICE AREA

(all you need to know about local rugby league at grass-roots level)

- § -

lovrs of their town.!

completed the sconng with four goals to take his personal points
tally in the game to 1

The local boys produced some terrific football once the forwards
had graduai§ got on top to lay down the platform for the backs
to do the rest

OLDHAM 48 COPELAND 8

Olcham were totally focused on the task in hand and they never
looked back from the moment George Ford returned the
opening kick-off the full length of the field to score under the
posts. That set the pattern

Tough-tackling forwards Grant Hudson, Sean Casey and Ben
Pye worked hard to give their backs plenty of chances, with the
result that the Copeland line was always under threat.

Bridge, Jackson and Kristian Bell joined Ford on the scoresheet
as the game opened up and Oldham's classy backs took it in
tum to shine

OLDHAM 34 HALTON 10

This was another convincing win in which Bridge, Ford and
Jackson each scored two tries and Ford also landed five goals.

The scoring was opened by Ford with a spectacular break from
half way before smart team handling enabled the excellent
Danny Bridge to cross from close range.

Jackson added a third try and Ford duly obliged with the goal to
give Oldham an 18-0 half-time lead. Halton threatened briefly
after the break, but Oldham weathered the storm before scoring
another three tries by Ford, Bridge and Jackson.

Among other notable performances were those by Sean Casey,
Ben Pye and Lewis Waterman in a splendid team effort

CHRONICLE CUP FINALS

Under-12s, Saddleworth 24 (tries, Bolton 3, Claricdge, Webb;
als, Booth 2), St Anne's 10 (tries, Galbraith, Ashworth; goal,
ryan). M-O-M, Jack Ashworth (St Anne's).

Under-13s, St Anne's 30 (tries, Reddyoff 2, Bradbury, Davies,
Hughes, Ryan; goals, Reddyoff 3), Waterhead 10 (tries, Clarke 2;
goal, Whitehead). M-O-M, Ewan Reddyoff (St Anne's).

Under-14s, St Anne's beat Shaw (conceded): Under-15s,
Waterhead 34 (tries, Owen 2, Martin, Gill, Wriﬁﬁley. ogarty; goals,
Ford 5), St Anne's 22 (tries, Rankin, Moran, Morgan, Fitzpatrick;
goals, Lees 3). M-O-M, George Ford (Waterhead).

Under-16s, St Annes 18 gn%. Ward 2, Newton, Worrall; I,
White), Waterhead 6 (try, Clarke, goal, Sneyd). M-O-M, Michael
Ward (St Anne's)

(OUR SERVICE AREA FEATURE NEXT TIME WILL LOOK AT THE TOWN-TEAM UNDER 15s)
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Coaches are fond of
telling us that it's a
marathon and not a sprint,
that they want to be playing
well at the business end of
the season. Well, the business
end of the season is here.

If Oldham harbour ambitions of promotion now's
the time to prove it. The performance at York left a
lot to be desired but it provided one vital pointer,
namely that the team had the resilience to retrieve a
potential losing situation. That is something that
should give them confidence and belief in themselves
in the tough fixtures to come, starting with the game
against Workington, today. Last week against Blackpool
the Roughyeds gradually wore down a very plucky and
enterprising team whose performance was anything but
that of a bottom of the table outfit. And scrum-half Martin
Gambles provided the best attacking display of any
halfback | have seen against Oldham this season. Good
too to see Andy Gregory on the touchline looking fit and
well after his recent serious accident. Looked like he'd lost
weight too!

As for Oldham the Board and Coach have been putting
their money where their mouths are. Our recent signings
indicate they are serious about promotion, the side starting to
look as though it has strength in depth. Because we have
been games in hand all season Oldham seem to have been
stuck in fifth place all season. Well, today finally sees the
opportunity to go above Workington into fourth and the aim as
matches come thick and fast at the close of the regular season
must be to overhaul Barrow. The top two places look as though
they are beyond us but who knows? Any slip up by
Featherstone or Celtic Crusaders must be exploited as home
play off ties can prove vital and Oldham have the benefit of a
string of regular season games at home.

Meanwhile, with the signing of Rob Roberts Coach Steve
Deakin seems to have found himself a Captain and pack
leader who leads by example and spurs his team into action
And | don't know what sort of training regime Roberts had in his
absence from the came but it was certainly good. Last week
he played ti:c 1uil eighty minutes, not something you often see
in from a forward in today's game.

Sports Injury?

Capio Oaklands Hospital is a leading private hospital situated in Salford, Greater Manchester
offering a range of treatments for Pain Relief, Physiotherapy and Sports Injuries.

Conveniently situated for the A580 and the M602, other treatments available include;

* Cosmetic Dentistry « Cosmetic Surgery + Dermatology * Ear, Nose & Throat Surgery
* Gastro-Enterology * General Surgery * Maxillo-facial Surgery * Orthopaedic Surgery
* Ophthalmic Surgery * Podiatry * Urology * Vascular Surgery

» X-ray, MRI and Ultrasound

For more information please call 0161 787 3461 or visit www.capio.co.uk
& Capio Oaklands Hospital b
_ Salford
nir t y00d han Manchester, M6 8AQ




halstead’s choice

by ROGER HALSTEAD

BORN TO BE A SAINT AND CENTRE OF

ATTRACTION

Five years at Knowsley Road, then Craig follows his mate to Oldham

THE year 2002 will be embedded for ever in the
memory bank of the Roughyeds' St Helens-born
centre Craig Littler.
It was his last year at St Augustine's secondary
school in St Helens and, in terms of the sport which
he had loved since the age of eight, it was a golden
year in which he:
CAPTAINED his school in their successful push to be
crowned National Champions, only a year after they
had carried off the North-West Schools' Cup.
CAPTAINED his amateur side, Blackbrook under-
16s, to victory in the BARLA under-16s National Cup
final.
CAPTAINED the St Helens town-team under-16s in
the absence through injury of another young fella
you might have heard of ««-- James Graham, now a
Super League star with Saints and one of the
brightest young forward prospects in the game.
"I was town-team vice-captain," recalled Craig this
week, "so when James wasn't available | captained
that side, too. It made a nice little hat-trick for me,
captain of school, club and town team.
"We won the St Helens Cup in each of the five years
| spent at St Augustine's and then we won the NW
Cup when | was in Year 10. But the best was saved
for last --- Year 11 when we were national champions.
"In the same year | was captain of the under-16s at
Blackbrook and with James Graham and James
Roby in the side we won the National Cup. You could
say 2002 was a good year --- yes, a very good year."
Born in rugby-daft Parr, a St Helens suburb from
which you risk deportation if you admit disinterest in
affairs of the oval ball, Craig was only eight when he
first joined nearby Blackbrook Royals.
He was to play town-team and county rep rugby from
the age of 11 until he was 16, and always at centre,
the position he occupied at St Helens and is still
- occupying to this day at Oldham.
There was some rugby league played when he was
at St Vincent's Primary, but it was while he was
developing his skills at Blackbrook and advancing
through secondary school at St Augustine's that he
became one of scores of bright young prospects in
and around the town that made its name on glass . .
. and rugby league.
He was still at school, in fact, when he did what all
self-respecting young, talented rugby league players
did, and still do, in St Helens --- he signed for Saints.
He had been a fan since he was a small boy and had
spent many happy hours on the Knowsley Road
terraces.
That year, Saints plucked four young hopefuls from
the town team ---- Craig Littler, lan Hardman, James
Graham and Paul Leyland.
James Roby, now a Great Britain international and
arguably the best player of his type in the northern
hemisphere, if not the world, was left to stay a bit
longer at Blackbrook because at that stage of his

development there was some doubt as to whether he
would make it. He was to sign a few months later.

A year earlier Roby and a young Wigan boy, James
Coyle, had been competing for a half-back spot in
the younger of two NW Counties squads which
toured Fiji, New Zealand-and Australia with
Oldhamers Steve Bithell and Garry Highton in senior
managerial positions in the tour party.

Littler didn't make the tour, Roby did. So did
Hardman. Graham was picked, but chose instead to
travel with an England academy squad in which yet
another Oldhamer, Graham Aitken, was involved at
managerial level.

Back home, Littler was working hard on his game
and on his skills and he was to be rewarded when
Saints made their move a few months later --- another
huge milestone for the lad in that memorable winter
season of 2001--2002.

He had already signed for them when he left school
to start 'A’ level courses in history, physical education
and sociology at Carmel College in St Helens.

That lasted one year, at the end of which Craig
decided it wasn't for him. He turned instead to a
appropriate course and an apprenticeship as an
electrician, by which time he was already starting to
make a few sparks fly in the Saints under-18s side as
centre to another Parr lad who had arrived at
Knowsley Road via Salford City Reds --- Gareth
Langley.

*I was at Saints for just shy of five years,” said Craig,
*and for nearly all of that time | played centre to 'Gaz’.
*| signed for them in December, 2001, but | stayed at
Blackbrook until the end of that winter season and |
stayed at school until the end of the academic year.
Then | went straight into academy rugby with Saints
and had five summer seasons there, 2002 to 2006
inclusive.

"It was December, 2006 when | signed for Oldham
and | have to say that to leave Saints was one of the
biggest decisions | have ever had to make so far in
my life.”

It was far more difficult, for instance, than the
decision he took to turn his back on his electrical
apprenticeship after one year at it. He went into the
steel-erecting business, and that's the job he does to
this day.

Meanwhile, back at Knowsley Road, he was learning
an apprenticeship of a different kind --- how to be a
professional rugby league player.

In his first year he and Langley played centre-wing in
a young Saints academy side that reached the play-
off semi-final only to lose at Hull.

Aged 17 and 18, he was called up for a few first-team
friendlies, such as Tommy Martyn's testimonial
match; a maich at Barrow in which Maurie Fa'asavalu
made his debut; and a pre-season game against
Salford on Knowsley Road.

Gary Connolly was his boyhood idol and the player

on whom he tried to model his game, having been a Saints * "4

fan for as long as he can recall.

There was another academy semi-final defeat against Leeds
at Headingley, but the centre-wing partnership of Littler arit - * ;¥
Langley was developing all the time and they were played - * *_&

alongside each other in Super League when Saints sent a

young side to take on Catalans Dragons in Perpignan in * §
2006.

Neither of them knew it at the time but they were both

destined to be leaving their hometown club sooner rather =
than later in pursuit of new challenges with Oldham in NL2: %
Craig takes up the story. "l was coming off contract when | .

got a phone call from Saints at work to tell me Swinton and
Leigh wanted to talk to me. | went into the club for a chat
and Saints told me the decision was mine. They wanted me

to stay and they could offer me another one-year deal, but *

at the same time they didn't want to stand in my way if |
wanted to move elsewhere. <
*At first | was leaning heavily towards staying, but Gaz had
already signed for the Roughyeds and when | learned there
was a chance that | could pair up with him again at Oldham
that put a different slant on things.

“I met Chris (Hamilton) and Deaks (Steve Deakin) and they
sold the club to me in no uncertain terms. | was quite

excited by their ambition and by Deaks's optimism and’
enthusiasm in terms of getting promotion first time round. |

felt | wanted to be part of it.

"At the same time though there was this nagging doubt
about the wisdom of leaving Saints. | reallly struggled to
make up my mind. | didnt know what to do. In fact, |
changed my mind a few times and the uncertainty was
doing neither me nor Oldham any good.

“Time went by, then Chris rang me again. This time | went
for it. Within two days everything was sealed and delivered.
| was an Oldham player."

And has everything gone according to plan? *Pretty much,
yes. We didn't plan to have that mid-season blip, of course,
and if we had avoided it | think we would have been fighting
to go up automatically.

“We are definitely as good as anything in the division. | know
we lost twice to Featherstone, but there were mitigating
circumstances: we could easily have won both. | don't think
we have any reason to be frightened of anybody. | am pretty
confident we can make it.

“For me the highlight of the season up to now was our win
at Celtic Crusaders. It was a great win for the club and for
the fans --- on TV too --- and from a personal point of view |
thought | went okay.

“As players, and as a squad, we were always confident
among ourselves, but the media and everyone else outside
Oldham completely wrote us off. | think that made our win
even more satisfying.

“It was a terrific to be part of it and, hopefully, there will be
one or two similar highlights in the next few weeks now that
we are getting down to the business end of the season.”
Craig, like most of the players at the club, is operating on a,
one-year contract. But he won't be talking to Deaks or club
officials about next year until 2007 is confined to the record
books.

"I don' think anything other than that would be right. Il be
concentrating all my energies in the next few weeks on
playing. As far as anything else is concemed, we'll get to the
end of the season and then see what happens."

His job in steel erecting has the potential to take 21-year-old
Craig all over the country, but he does his utmost to keep it
local so it interferes with his rugby as little as possible.

He wouldn't want anything to come between him and his
rugby. Well, he wouldnt, would he? He was born and
brought up in Parr . . . where rugby league is not just a sport,
more a way of life.

ROGER HALSTEAD
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So that it could be featured at the 1957
Championship Celebration Dinner held at
the Queen Elizabeth Hall back in May the
Heritage Trust produced a DVD consisting
of enhanced cine footage encompassing
incidents and highlights from the match
(most of it in colour) and including a
brilliant voice-over from Jack Dearden
(thanks for that Jack!) It's wonderful stuff
and will be included in a comprehensive
history of the Oldham club sometime in
the future. A copy has been sent to each
of those players who played in the final
and it was nice to receive several replies,
the one from former Great Britain forward
Sid Little is included here.

Szdney D, Little o, nae sion, b6

Au\ QNM) 1207 07

Thank you for the DVD received this moming.
It is indeed very good for age and it does stir up some distant memories of a mast
enjoyable decade when 1 lived. studied , flew acroplanes, played rughy and worked in
Oidbam,
It was all against & background of harsher weather that we have now but the many
true sports supporters in the town made light of that and aided by the fine pubs and
the close contacts comment and humour abounded
My grandchildeen find it difficult to accept that as | gasp for breath and fail 10 kecp
up with them now that fifty odd years ago I could run and play rugby but the disc
has cestainly modified their views . | think they have also realised that success in
many things need those key el = support, ch 2 k
and practice.

AL Wh |
with The Hit

age Trust
three successive finals aéaiﬁsf Wigan.
The first in 1909 was lost 7-3 (played at Salford)

- It shouldn't go without mentioned that this year
P” a2 " i8 the centenary anniversary of the first ever RFL

Thank you and all those involved with the production of the DVD for the memories
replayed

¥

Championship final which was played between
Oldham and Halifax at Huddersfield. Halifax won
18-3. The Roughyeds went on to appear in five
successive finals. In 1908 they drew 7-7 with
Hunslet at Salford, the Parkside outfit going on
to win the replay 12-2 at Wakefield. Then came

but the following season the Watersheddings
side lifted the trophy for the first time beating the
cherry and whites 13-7 at Broughton Park. They
retained the trophy in 1911 beating Wigan 20-7
on the same ground.

oo Mt
(35 )

/

Former Llanelli star Evan Davies was one of the greatest
centres ever to play for the club scoring 102 tries from
321 matches. His playing career stretched between
1911 and 1926 although interrupted by the First World
War. A tourist in 1920 Davies was quiet the veteran when
he played for the Roughyeds in the 1925 Challenge Cup
final victory over Hull KR sweeping in for the last try. After
all those years his medal awarded for playing in that
match (shown here) was recently unearthed by a Bath
RU supporter at jewellery fair in Wiltshire and thankfully
has now found its way into the Trust's ever growing
collection.

Evan Davies

In a previous edition of the Oldham matchday
programme | reviewed the fascinating read THE STORY
OF THE 1958 BRITISH LIONS TOUR written and
compiled by Cumbrian Joe Holliday a supporter of
today's visitors Workington and | don't apologise for
giving it a second mention. I've always been fascinated
by both incoming and outgoing rugby league tours and
this book gets right to the plumb stone. If you want the
low down of what goes on behind the scenes - and
during this wonderfully controversial tour plenty did! -
buy yourself a copy. Read too about Oldham heroes
Pitchford, Jackson and Davies.

300 brilliant pages. Send Joe a cheque for £18 (inc
postage) to 12, Northumberland St, Workington
CA14 3HA. Make it payable to Joe Holliday.

Oldham action 1911

Congratulation to three-quarter Adam Hughes
who's four try haul against Hunslet Hawks
equalled the record for the new Oldham club.
Mark Sibson (twice 2000 and 2001), David
Gibbons (2001) and James Bunyan (2004) had
each previously scored four in a match. The
free-scoring centre must have at least one eye
on the tries in a season record - 25 from Nick
Johnson in 2004

3
ia and New Zealand

“The Lions” Finest Hi

‘A

Joe Holliday,:

‘f" i
Adam Hughes

VISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK OR ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HISTORY BUTTON
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Processing Specialists
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Appleton Thorn Trading Estate, Warrington WA4 4SN.
Fax: 0845 658 2314

www.bluemachinery.com

Waste Processing
Sorted!

COMPANY
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MATTY CHRIS
BROOKS BAINES
: SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
- -
-« e WM. QUINN WM. QUINN

GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

! y ouP

ANDY ANDY
CRABTREE GOREY
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN

NEATPLANTS

CO.UK
01261 821535

SIMEON
HOYLE

SPONSORED BY
NUTWERP AND

SPONSORED BY

NIGEL
MARLAND

BOLTON

ROUGHYED

RICHAR
MERVIL

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

GROUP LTD

1AN
SINFIELD
SPONSORED BY

F R ELSWOOD
LTD (CEILINGS

GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

AND PARTITIONS)
0161 678 6306

[ — SAID
(4 " TAMGHART
D) GF  SPONSORED BY
2 JOHN AND
=2 B LYNDA
MCANDREW

ALEX
WILKINSON
SPONSORED BY
JOHN BARRETT

LUCAS
ONYANGO

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

LEE
SANDERSON
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

GROUP LTD

PHIL
HAYWARD

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

HULBERT
KITMAN -
SPONSORED BY -
JOBLOTSAND
BARGAINS ON
EBAY

and their backers

(Sponsor a player -- and help the club)

JASON GENO
BOULTS COSTIN
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

M NEILD
(BUILDERS) LTD
0161 627 1662

TOTAL PLUS
COMMUNICATIONS
0161 343 8181

ALAN
HADCROFT
SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY

MESSAGE BOAR

FAITHFUL

GARETH
LANGLEY

SPONSORED BY
SADDLEWORTH
SPORTS LTD

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM
SUPPORT
GROUP

[ IMI?O N

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

01457 872515

SPONSORED BY
H MULLANEY AND
SON (SKIP HIRE)
LTD 01457 832870

GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD

0161 276 8160

IAN
HODSON

SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

STEVE
DEAKIN
COACH
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD

0161 276 8160

LEE
WINGFIELD
SPONSORED BY

ORISA

0161 633 9578

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD
0161 276 8160

GOAL
KICKER

SPONSORED BY
DHAM ELECTRICAL
E

ADAM
HUGHES
SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

IES LTD 0161 652 8131




COMMUNITY CHALLENGE
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Taking on the Army . . . Craig Littler finds a gap in the soldiers' defence during a training spin when
Roughyeds and the 2nd battalion Duke of Lancaster Regiment joined forces at Noddy's Field as part of
the battalion's getting-to-know-you drive in Ashton-under-Lyne and Oldham.




Is there anything those of us who are opposed to the proposed franchise
arrangements can do to get the decision at least reconsidered before it comes
into effect in 2009, | wonder. As | understand it, the plan is that no side will be
relegated from Super League in 2008, and that thereafter there will be neither
promotion nor relegation on an automatic basis.

| don't think final plans have yet been
announced - or decided? - in full. For example,
how many teams will there be in Super League
from 2009 onwards? Will it be 13, with the 2008
NL1 Grand Final winners promoted? Or maybe
14, with 2 new franchise bids accepted, one of
which may or may not be the NL1 champions?
Or maybe more, or maybe still only 127 Then
there is the question of the existing 12 Super
League sides. Will they all automatically be in
the 2009 top echelon, or may one or more of
them fail to meet the criteria? And, of course,
crucially, what exactly will these criteria be?
[and how stringently will they be applied?]
Further, what will Super League sides have to
do in the future to be eligible for demotion to
the National League?

There is also the question of what will be the
position of the National Leagues under the new
franchise system. Will we stick with two
divisions, with some sort of automatic
promotion and relegation system, or maybe
move back to just one? How will spectators
view the competition when it does not give
automatic eligibility for the top level of the

game for its most successful side? On what
basis will NL sides be allowed to apply for a
Super League franchise - each year, or only
after a minimum period has elapsed? on what

timetable? will they have to have top-dog
playing records, or will other criteria be more
important?

One of the problems we face is that no-one
seems to know when such decisions as those
mentioned above will be taken, or by whom.
When the nature of the new set-up is not known
in precise detalil, it is very difficult to mobilise
opposition to it. The fear is that at some point,
decisions will be announced as final ones, and
all hope of some sort of rational debate on what
is the best structure for the future will then be
gone.

So, for now, all that can be done is to reiterate
the basis of the opposition in principle. This is
that the evils advanced as being inevitably
faced under the promotion/relegation system
are nothing like as great as those associated ,
when it does not exist, with its loss of incentive
for sides outside Super League as well as for
those near the bottom of it. As | have said many
times before, the processes of promotion and
relegation are an integral part of sport in the
UK. This is neither Australia nor the USA. To
abandon promotion and relegation at the top
level of RL will do incalculable harm to the
game.

Thank you for Shopping,
Trading & Booking with us.

We look forward to your
continued custom

in the future.

Your Community Retailer

www.united.coop
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Carnesia areat stusent run
TAKING SUPPORT BEYOND BOUNDARIES

When Leeds Met launched the
Carnegie Great Student Run 2007,
leading the way was former Widnes,
Wigan and GB star Joe Lydon.
Joe declared his intention to run the
5km race to raise money for the
Mike Gregory Trust Fund. Mike is one
of rugby league’s most popular,
respected and courageous stars who
captained Warrington and his country
with such distinction.

The Mike Gregory Trust Fund was
formed by friends and supporters from
the rugby league community who knew

of Mike’s battle against Motor Neurone
Disease and felt compelled to do
something to help.

It is Mike and his family’s intention
that the trust’s funds will be used to
cover his ongoing medical expenses
and help raise awareness about the
effects of Borreliosis/Lymes Disease.

Through the Carnegie Great Student
Run and the Carnegie Challenge Cup,
Leeds Met Carnegie provides a unique
opportunity for the whole of the rugby
league community to participate and
support the Mike Gregory Trust Fund.

Entry forms and the Mike Gregory Trust Fund sponsorship forms are
available from Leeds Met at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/greatstudentrun

or by calling 0113 283 8686

For more information on the Mike Gregory Trust please visit

www.mikegregorytrust.co.uk
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VI N G : B U TC H I Oldham RLFC Appearances and Scorers, 2007
ES LOYALTY

OVED 'TOWN' players
oy 9 statistics

NAME TRIES GOALS POINTS
P Ashton 3 27 66

C Baines 19 2 8
v J Boults 22
L | 4 | '
G : : M Brooks 7
G Costin 18 5 20
=
A look at Workington - and their o - > -
battle to beat major setbacks A Crabtree 2 1 4
Club Chairman Dave Bowden recently said the club was in no rush to | Gordon 1
make an appointment of a new coach due to the work of stand-in coaches A Gorey 9 1 4
Les Ashe and Craig Barker, who despite their success in trying | Hodson 14 4 16
circumstances have both said they are not ready to take on the post. J Hough 2
“But hopefully”, Bowden added, " the new coach will recognise the work that they have put in. We D Houston 22 4 16
are very lucky to have people of the quality of Les and Craig within the club." Barker and Ashe S Hoyle 21 1 4
have been in charge at Derwent Park for all 16 NL2 games so far, having won 10 and lost s
o i s o A Hughes 11 14 7 70
1 "How time flies when you're having fun!" said Craig Barker recently and it is quite unbelievable ok G Langley 23 9 27 90
‘ that 14 years on Craig Butch Barker is still involved with the club that he loves. After 11 years MARTIN KEAVNEY C Littler 20 5 20
playing he felt it was time to hang up his boots, and was overwhelmed when former coach Ged :
Stokes asked him to be his assistant. But he never thought for one minute that he would eventually R Mervill 2 2 8
be acting as stand in coach as now. A lot has happened over the past months at Workington who P 0'Connor 14 4 16
are coachless after the suspension and dismissal of coach Ged Stokes for gross misconduct, On M Ogden 5 1 10 24
top of that they have suffered the serious injury to Liam Campbell and the sad departure of their
captain Andrew Beattie. S Oldham 1
L Onyango 15 12 48
But none of this has stopped their will to succeed. The squad has continued to work hard and are R Roberts ) 2 1DG 9
determined to finish this roller-coaster season on a high. Some clubs won't go through what they 2
have been through in five years never mind six months and they are in a good position to secure A Robinson 10 3 12
a place in the play-offs. N Roden 24 9 2dg 38
On the field, the loan players have given the team a massive boost. Adam Sidlow is a class act at W Rogers 10
such a young age (19) and is in fine form. Martin Keavney is also showing his talent lately and was L Sanderson 8 1 20 44
Man of the Match last week against Keighley with him and Sidlow each scoring a try and it is easy | Sinfield 19 2 8
to see the reason why Widnes were keen on signing him in the first place. He along with Adam ADAM SIDLOW K Smith 10 5 20
are expected to play at a high level during their playing career, that's for sure. The relationship
Workington now have with Widnes is certainly a win - win situation for all parties. M Stout 4 1 4
: = S Tamghart 19 B 16
Talking of signings, over the past few months they have secured several signatures of some of the top talent within Cumbria with T Tonks 12 2 8
the likes of Scott Gorman who has already made his first-team debut. Peter Dobson along with Tyrone Dalton are showing up 2
well in the Under-21s and big Kris Coward made his debut against Blackpool recently to get his first taste of first-team action A Wilkinson 22 12 48
L Wingfield 4 1 4
Congratulations need to go out to Carl Forber for getting himself into the rugby history books for equalling Dean Marwood's long- g
standing most goals per game record with 13 goals and three tries as Workington Town hammered hapless Blackpool Panthers
86-6 at Derwent Park recently.

Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk




SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSHIELD ARMGUARDS
STICK MITTS HEWMETS
KICKING TEES ROTECTIVe VESTs
UGBY BALLS ACKLE SH/ELD
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD copg

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and
EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO

CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

01706 880884

www.belvoirlettings.com

View all our properties at

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE

EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS

BELVOIR!

the lettings specialist

> NO LET NO FEES!
> Free Property Appraisal
> Full Management

www.belvoiriettings.com/oldham |-«

or call us on 01706 880884

KEYHOLE
I SURGERY!

for landlords

> Tenant Find

> Property Insurance

> Rent & Legal Protection
> Rent Guarantees

> Full Inventories

> Property Inspections

Belvoir Oldham
A Shirt Sponsor of Oldham | .
Roughyeds RLFC

> Innovative Website

70 Market St, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8NP | > Buytolet

T: 01706 880884 F: 01706 881884 | . property Sourcing
Email oldham@belvoirlettings.com
> Open 6 Days a week

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

Skolars learning fast

LONDON Skolars have already achieved their
best ever season in the professional game -
and a serious play-offs push is now firmly
underway.

Sunday’s excellent 32-6 win at top seven
rivals Hunslet Hawks was Skolars’ sixth of the
campaign.

Having also drawn with Keighley Cougars
earlier this season, that takes them past the
six wins haul of 2004, the club’s best to date.

With four matches remaining, there is every
possibility that they will now fly past their
record.

The progress made this season under New
Zealand coach Latham Tawhai should see the
much-travelled former halfback become as a
serious contender for the NL2 Coach of the
Year award.

Tawhai has constructed a team that
continually pushes opposition teams at their
New River Stadium home.

But more impressively than that, Skolars
have now started to show that they can win
on the road.

A superb victory at fourth-placed
Workington Town was followed up by
Sunday’s win at Hunslet, and the capital club
now lie just three points behind the Hawks,
who occupy the final play-off place.

Several stars have emerged from the Skolars
ranks this season, with the main one being
tough South African prop Richard Louw, the
club’s first ever Rugby League World Player
of the Month.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GANME...
QUEF

eage Ex

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895

Louw’s non-stop workrate in both attack and
defence has been a cornerstone of the
Skolars’ progression this season.

Other players to catch the eye include Austin
Aggrey, Pete Hodgkinson, Paul Thorman and
Jermaine Coleman.

Halfback Jamie Nowland has also impressed,
and scored an excellent hat trick against
Hunslet at weekend.

Now Tawhai will be looking for his side to
kick on and secure that first ever play-off
place.

This weekend sees them with another
massive game, as they host Gateshead
Thunder on Saturday.

With Hunslet away at table-toppers Celtic
Crusaders on the same day, it isn't
inconceivable that the Skolars could be
seventh by the end of the weekend, though
points difference could be an issue.

The match with Thunder will be the club’s
first home game away from New River
(which is being used for athletics this
weekend), and will be staged a Finchley
Rugby Club.

There will also be an opportunity for League
fans at every level to see the club in action
on Wembley weekend.

On Friday August 24, the night before the
Challenge Cup final, the club hosts York City
Knights in another vital NL2 clash.

A bumper crowd should be there to witness
the latest chapter in London Skolars’
development.

OrEss

N e

--OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughyleague.com
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HAVE A FLUTTER --- AND HELP US TO TAKE THE CLUB FORWARD -Y-

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

FOR £1 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus
Jackpot last Friday monthly

* European holiday mini-break
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

*Meal for two at Clayton Green

Rlus

*In June . . . £500 vouchers for
Mann's Furniture, Yorkshire Sreet
*In July . . . Dream Holiday
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

* In December . . . £500 vouchers
for Mann's Bed Store, Union Street

Automatic pay-out - no need to claim
RING JOHN 0161 628 3677
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n. .— :.:‘. - Da :
Chi :-: be ' aci Ci \
Doroti 0 0 £9 elec 0 Old
qga O :n Da e s i A%
53 SO e, - D:, 0 e 80 e 5 sts David Fod
e ananc e O Old :-I.
£500 A MONTH GUARANTEED BNy o 5 > hil Costir
2 match-day srPoNsORS SUITE PLACES - ohn Ketteto
£25 VOUCHER FOR CLUB SHOP e : :
Bill Q
Built-in benefits as follows: orgessning s 8y id i By aricnthe Ochacu when wasasma by
* Season's car park pass i 4 > ed ounda petore
* Club tie for men ol 2 = ~yaetodhiu i
* Tymbuktu voucher for ladies L “ “ ; PORNRy A2 x S
* mention in programme S hornen e = Vo ks s =
* Lunches with speaker o, g . 2 o e
* Use of BP lounge and bar v ¥ tound 0 e o
* 10% sponsorship discount = Trca: 't wil be a specl day for dad, 50 . ca o
Subs paid by cheque (quarterly v S e O o e Homes ch A
in advance) or by standing order @leming Okdhern 0 mhocae 1o Morecarte ey 16ars g et ook bacs
Automatic pay out - no claim needed sl fedelinir e pretrages frdetdlps s Waters rac : r get ¥
RING JANET 0161 628 3677 Guerreacrofhe spos rade joumals and megazes, Fe o oo e cose cnbecase

OLDHAM RLFC
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by Matthew Chambers

WHILE we know that after 2009 there will be no
automatic promotion or relegation from Super
League, just about every other aspect of this
seismic shift for the sport is still shrouded in

uncertainty.

Itis less than two years away and the questions being
thrown up are of burning importance.

Who will be granted the broadcasting rights? Will
there be 12 or 14 teams competing? Is there to be a
return to a simple (and fair) home-and-away fixture
structure? Have any of the less well-to-do ‘heartlands'
teams got a chance of squeezing their way in? What
will become of the National Leagues?

Will France get another team to add to the Catalans
and are the Celtic Crusaders really a shoo-in?

It is a shame that, less than two years away from the
new system, so many rumours and counter-rumours
can't be put to bed. The reason? As ever, money.

Of the uppermost importance in the RFL's mind
appears to be the concern over landing a lucrative
television contract for the amended competition.

While on these shores it would logically appear to be
a straight shoot-out between Sky and Setanta,
incorporating another team from across the Channel
should increase the pot by way of an external deal; in
turn, that could help alleviate concerns from those
already taking the Sky dollar that their share would be
reduced should two extra teams be added.

A Welsh representative should also make the
coverage more attractive to television advertisers,
given the increased numbers who would (hopefully)
then tune in.

Then again, the likes of Widnes, Castleford and others
involved in National League One but with Super
League credentials, could point to the fact that their
supporter base is stronger than that of an expansion

team such as Harlequins, whose gates have slumped
alarmingly of late.

Increasing numbers of kids are taking up the game in
the capital — but how many new professional clubs
can ever really take off in a city with so many
alternative leisure-time options?

Hopefully the RFL will be wary of the many pitfalls of
their proposed new system. It is interesting to note
that no professional sporting competition in Europe
has ever before been run successfully using the
franchise model.

A closed shop mentality is alien to us and the lack of
a relegation scrap at the top level would surely, at the
very least, decrease interest in the end-of-year league
campaign — especially if one side is running away
with things at the top.

It will be interesting to see how developments unfold.

But | expect there will be much gnashing of teeth
whatever the outcome.

* INCIDENTALLY, the chairman of one of the sides
hopeful of gaining entry in 2009, Toulouse, had his
boat race printed in the trade press this week. If Super
League's entry requirements were solely down to
possessing a magnificent, oversized and
immaculately trimmed moustache (as some have
argued should be the case), Carlos Zalduendo would
be the new figure of hate for anti-expansionists. C'est
magnifique!
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BY ROGER HALSTEAD

FIGHT TO THE FINISH
PUSH FOR TOP-3 SPOTS

Deaks's boys can clinch it
on last-lap home run

GAMES in hand -- and home advantage in four of their six
remaining matches --- should stand the Roughyeds in good
stead over the neck-and-neck final furlong of the race to

honours in a hugely competitive Co-Operative NL2.

The champions win automatic promotion and the six clubs finishing
behind them play-off for one more promotion spot.

In reality, though, the top five have broken away from the rest and those
five - Featherstone, Celtic Crusaders, Barrow, Workington and Oldham
— will all be scrapping to finish in the top three, given that No 1 is home
and dry in the promotion chase and for No 2 and No 3 there are huge
play-oft advantages.

All is not lost if you finish 4, 5, 6 or 7, but Oldham won't be alone in setting
a top-three target and one advantage they have over the rest is that they
have to travel only twice in their last six outings, to Gateshead Thunder
and Hunslet Hawks.

Hopefully, Boundary Park will prove to be Home Sweet Home, particularly
n the last eight days of the campaign when Roughyeds take on
Crusaders, Swinton Lions and London Skolars --- a big hurdle, but not
nsurmountable.

Coach Steve Deakin, meanwhile, is not going to be distracted by what
other teams do. "We can't afford to take our eye off the ball and let outside
nfluences affect us," he said. "We have to take it one match at a time and
focus on what WE do rather than what is happening elsewhere.
‘Incidentally, we have picked up a bonus point in every game we have
ost and only Crusaders can say the same."

How they stand -- tell-tale table

Co-Operative National League TWO

Team P w
Featherstone
Celtic Crusaders

F A Bns Pts

Barrow

Workington
Oidham

York

Hunslet

London Skolars
Swinton
Keighley
Gateshead
Blackpool
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Steve Deakin . .. one game at a time

Who they play -
home and away

Featherstone: August 12, York (H); August
19, Hunslet (A); September 2, Workington
(H); September 8, Barrow (A).

Celtic Crusaders: August 11, Hunslet (H);
August 18, Keighley (H); September 2,
OLDHAM (A); September 9, Gateshead (A).

Barrow: August 12, Keighley (A); August 19,
Workington (A); August 31, Blackpool (H);
September 8, Featherstone (H).

Workington: August 12, OLDHAM (A);
August 19, Barrow (H); September 2,
Featherstone (A); September 9, Swinton (A).

OLDHAM: August 12, Workington (H);
August 19, Gateshead (A); August 22,
Hunslet (A); September 2, Celtic Crusaders
(H); September 5, Swinton (H); September
9, London Skolars (H).

Play-off structure (top team promoted):

Sunday, September 16, elimination play-off
A(4v7)and B (5v6).

Sunday, September 23, qualifying semi-final
(2 v 8) and elimination semi-final (winners of
A v winners of B).

Sunday, September 30, final eliminator
(losers of 2 v 3 v winners of elimination semi
final).

Sunday, October 7, Grand Final (winners of
2 v 3 v winners of final eliminator).
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