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The bucket collection at Sedgley Park during
the Harlequins game raised £138:41p for

Breakthrough Breast Cancer

Trans-Penine Cup
Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 228 - Jan 1998 - Sep 2006
CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS N A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 Jan28m 1 at Boundarme
DavidGibbonstImkyLyml Jan 30th 2001 at BoundalyPark
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rove

1S, 4 - Apn 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Srrmmvmmmw - Apr 6th 2003 Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2:mmc«m
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: NisodeanorumT dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dac16m2001aucwcnmm

HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN.v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001 a Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001 RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

he views expressed in this matchday magazine d

e management and statf of

CLUB
DIRECTORY

The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League
Football Club (1997) Limited

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton,
Oldham OL9 9EF

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Bill Quinn

DIRECTORS
Bill Quinn
Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Christopher Hamilton

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Sean Mellor

HEAD COACH
Steve Deakin

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Phil Hayward

TIMEKEEPERS
David Lord
John Wynne

KIT MAN
Paul Hulbert

LOTTERY
John McAndrew

PROGRAMME EDITOR
Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Arthur Lees 1891-1907
Joe Ferguson 1899-1923
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Jack Read 1925-40
Fred Ashworth 1926-39
Alex Givvons 1933-42, 1949
Harry Ogden 1940-56
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
Sid Little OBE 1951-59
John Etty 1954-59
Derek Turner 1955-59
Kevin Taylor 1962-77
Mike Elliott 1962-79
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Terry Flanagan 1979-89
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

We would like to express our thanks to the
Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications
Ltd, Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use
of photographs. (www.digisport.co.uk)

www.roughyeds.co.uk




After beating York City Knights
here last time we will be
hoping for more of the same
especially after what was a
particularly disappointing
performance and result
against Keighley last week.

We were fortunate to even pick up a bonus point as
we didn't perform anywhere near to our potential and
hopefully that will have acted as a very important
reminder that , as | have said for a long time in both
National League One and Two, if you don't turn up
switched on for any game you lose it.

That has been borne out once again by resuits of
recent weeks with several more "upsets" including our
result at Keighley and Hunslet beating Celtic
Crusaders.

Hopefully we will learn from last week and learn
quickly as the lads have put a lot of hard work into
getting themselves into a position where they can
achieve something this season and it would be a
disaster if that opportunity was wasted.

| for one don't think it will be and there was a collective
recognition during this past week that last Sunday
was a wake up call and all of the aims for this season
have been re-confirmed this week with renewed
vigour.

Our opponents today, however, will have something to
say about that, having shown with their win over
Hunslet that they are on the right track and with
several new signings on board they will be looking for
some consistency.

4 Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk

Today sees us play the second of this season’s on
the road games here at Sedgley Park against
Gateshead Thunder.

| also spent a very pleasant evening over at Red Hall
on Tuesday with Tony Tonks for his disciplinary
hearing!

The video of the incident didn't help our case as Tony
will confirm but | have to say that we were happy with
the outcome and a one match ban. There is no truth
in the rumour that the panel offered us a deal when
they got half way through my four hour notes!

A lot of people have been asking me for my reaction
to the deduction of six points from Swinton and
Doncaster in relation to their going into administration.
Not surprisingly my own thoughts on the matter are
that the punishment does not fit the crime and given
the hardship, both personal and club wise, that myself
and Sean had to go through for nearly eighteen
months to ensure that there was a club at the end of
it, we feel hard done by.

As ever with rugby league there are always a number
of different arguments as to why certain decisions
have been made and how the rules are different etc
but | do know that what we did at Oldham enables us
to hold our heads up high and will do so for ever
more. It is also reassuring that other clubs feel the
same way as we do. However what's done is done
and the one thing we have learned over the last ten
years is that there will always be things going on that
you don't like but that there is very little you can do
about them.

As ever please enjoy the game and get behind the
lads. ;

s

Adamsons

s CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074
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talplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

T

e

talplus

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 78X
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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| know the club was extremely
encouraged by the tum-out of supporters
when we were here for the York City
Knights game on June 10 -- the
attendance was 1,024 - and it would be
nice to think we could top that today for the visit of
Gateshead Thunder.

We will actually be playing here again next Sunday as well,
but we will be in a different dressing room because it will be
Swinton's home fixture so we will be on the opposite side of
the corridor to the facility we occupy today.

We then have Barrow away on July 15 before we go back to
Boundary Park on July 22 for the visit of Hunslet — and that
will be the first of six home games out of our last nine fixtures
in the regular Co-Operative NL2 season.

It is all building up to a highly-competitve second half of the
season. Some people seem to think Featherstone could be
crowned champions now, but with games in hand we have
not even reached the half-way stage of our league campaign
until the hooter brings an end to our clash with Thunder
today.

Our last two results, of course, have been bitterly
disappointing. To go behind at Featherstone for the first time
in the game with only three minutes left on the clock, and
then to let slip an 18-8 lead at Keighley seven days later, were
body blows that were not exactly in our script.

Every team suffers dips, lapses in form, a poor run —
describe them as you wish - but the key to success is to get
these games out of the system as quickly as possible. Learn
from them, most certainly. But don't dwell on them. Put them

OME to Sedgley Park everyone for what will be our final
'home' game here before we return to Boundary Park.

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop, Shaw,
Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth, Mossley,
Ashton-U-Lyne, Wakefield, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk
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behind you and get back on track again.

We have been working hard all week to do just that: to put
our promotion aspirations back in the frame.

Despite the disappointment of our last two results | don't
think for one minute that the goal of finishing top is outside
our reach or, indeed, is outside the reach of two or three
other clubs who are up there battling it out to finish as high
as possible.

There will be a few more twists and turns yet involving other
clubs in this very competitive division - a few more results
that don't go according to pre-match league placings.

| am certain also that it is far too early to identify who will finish
top. Which brings me to another talking point: the for' and
‘against’ columns in the league table. They are important, of
course they are. But promoted teams rarely ever win
promotion on the strength of their points difference. They win
promotion on the back of good performances.

Get your performances right and other things will take care
of themselves — and what we will be striving for today is to
get our performance right.

It is far too easy to get excited about, or to start thinking
about, big victories. First of all, you have to WIN because
there are potential banana skins all over the place and they
are there for all to see. Didn't we slide on one at Keighley last
week?

And what about Hunslet? After beating Celtic Crusaders
(third in the table) at home they went to Gateshead last week
and got thumped 18-6. It wasn't in Crusaders' scheme of
things to lose at Hunslet any more than it was in our way of
thinking to go down at Keighley. And Hunslet wouldnt be
expecting to lose in the North-East after knocking over the
side from South Wales only the week before.

Last week's was a great win for Thunder and you can rest
assured they will be coming here today with only one
intention — to throw in a bit of Lightning as well and to inflict
our third defeat in a row.

Our challenge is to put recent disappointments behind us.
As a group we are confident in our ability to do that and to
tum things round — and it has to start today.

Enjoy the game,
DEAKS.

Official
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FIT/sp

Suppliers of sports medical
s to the Roughyeds

Kit out your club, school, clinic or
fitness centre with the very latest in
sports medical care

To contact us, either drop into our
Oldham office, (individual purchases
welcome) or call us on 0161 633 5533
or log on to www.fit4sportltd.com

Fit4Sport Ltd, Unit 2 Milking Green, Hartshead Street,

Lees, Oldh

ann’s
furnishers
112/114 Yorkshire Street, Oldham
Fantastic range of
Fireside, Manual

and Lift and Rise
Recliner Chairs

Beech-eﬁed
Wardrobes ...
choose from

foldlngordl&m

Tel: 0161 624 1779

www.mannsfurnishers.co.uk
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am, OL4 SEE




— ot
froor Logel Torvie

W RIGLEY
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{ SOL1ICITORS since 1795
\ \
John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancashire rughy plaver, early \.
proneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong. Whitticker and Ogden
" forerunners to today’s Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Cluydon —
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.con WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com

FAx 0161 624 3743 TeL 0161 624 6811

EPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

come and
see for

yoursel

FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

ss at Batter Health Club, One advert per person.

Please produce this advert 3t reception %

FOCUS ON THE

OLDHAM SERVICE AREA

(all you need to know about local rugby league at grass-roots level)

In the first of a series of match-day magazine articles covering
the Oldham Service Area we put you in touch with the officials
who run it; tell you who recently received RFL Volunteer
awards; and give you the run-down on last Saturday's Junior
Festival.

A full page will be allocated to Service Area matters in each of
our reémaining match-day magazines this season,
concentrating on results and match reports for the town-team
under-12s, 13s, 14s and 15s.

The Service Area, which is responsible for junior and youth
rugby league in Oldham, embraces club and schools' rugby
and also has an input from referees. Leading officials are as
follows: Glynn Knight (chair and coaches rep); Garry
Hepworth (co-ordinator, treasurer and schools' rep); Garry
Highton (vice-chair); Mike Tootill (head coach); Joe Warburton
(coach educator); Keith Egan (referees' rep); Jackie Clowes
(NW Counties rep).

Each of the local amateur clubs with junior/youth sections ---
Waterhead, St Anne's, Saddleworth, Shaw Rhinos,
Higginshaw, Fitton HillHathershaw --- also has a rep on the
Service Area, while Oldham Roughyeds, the Oldham League
and Oldham MBC are also invited to be represented

Coaches and volunteer helpers are always required and for
further information you can contact Garry Hepworth on 0161
633 7807 or on , 07749625517 or by email
gyhepworth@yahoo.com; Glynn Knight on 0161 652 4712;
Garry Highton on 0161 620 7854; or Mike Tootill on 01457
871933 or by email: mike4800@aol.com

RFL volunteer-of-the-year winners were: Young volunteer,
Chris Hepworth (Waterhead); Club volunteer, Alan Bolton
(Saddleworth); Service Area volunteer, Jackie Clowes
co-ordinator, Jan Greer
Sneyd

(Waterhead);
(Saddleworth);

Volunteer

Outstanding  achiever,  Jeff

(Waterhead), who coaches the town-team under-15s.

The full-day junior festival was for under-8s to under-11s at
Counthill. Waterhead, Saddleworth, St Anne's and Mayfield
competed in the 8s, 9s and 10s for club teams, involving more
than 120 boys and girls,

The under-11s was a primary schools' event comprising the
Tag Cup and the Rugby League Cup, the latter full tackle and
a total of about 150 children from 12 schools taking part.

Knowsley won the full-tackle cup, results as follows: Knowsley
12, St Joseph's 4; Knowsley 12, Bare Trees 4; St Joseph's 20,
Bare Trees 4.

The Tag championship attracted the following teams:
Lyndhurst, St Margaret's, Alt, Bare Trees, SS Aidan and
Oswald, Alexandra, Knowsley, St Joseph's, Diggle, Rushcroft,
St Anne's (Greenacres)

Results: Alt 0, St Margaret's 16; Knowsley 24, Alexandra 8; SS
Aidan and Oswald 16, Lyndhurst 12; Diggle 16, St Anne's
(Greenacres) 20; Rushcroft 20, Bare Trees 16; Final: St
Joseph's 8, Lyndhurst 4.

More than 500 spectators attended finals day of the Oldham
Chronicle Junior and Youth Cups, held at Saddleworth
Rangers, and the winning teams were as follows

Under-12s, Saddleworth; under-13s, St Anne's; under-14s, St
Anne's; under-15s, Waterhead; under-16s, St Anne's.

More details of these finals and semi-finals, including scorers
and man-of-the-match winners, will be given in a subsequent
Roughyeds match-day magazine.

Come to the game, get a magazine and keep abreast of all
thats happening in the Oldham Service Area covering the
town that fires top rugby league players off its production line
at an amazing rate. ROGER HALSTEAD.




with Geoff Cooke
Ll

One of the things that has
impressed me about Oldham
this season, and something we
have not seen consistently from a
Roughyeds side since 2001, is that
the team refuses to be bullied.

The players to a man stand up to the physical challenge
of their opponents and refuse to take a backward step.
Good on 'yer lads!

However, for whatever reason, the team's discipline is poor
and the side is having to play sometimes lengthy parts of
matches with 12 or even 11 players on the field because of sin-
binnings or sendings off. Sometimes this is a consequence of poor
refereeing but the side also needs to address its discipline.
Penalties and sin-bins can cost dear. The team has to realise that,
especially since its outstanding televised defeat of Celtic Crusaders,
other sides in the league have cottoned on to the threat the Roughyeds
pose. They will inevitably become a target for niggling tactics and efforts
to slow the game down. For most sides in the division a game against
Oldham this season has become a cup final, a scalp to be taken and
boasted about. David Hobbs was saying this about his Featherstone
Rovers team after last Sunday's game and he's right. So, don' fall for it
lads: just play them off the park with the good football we all know you are
capable of.
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When Chris Hamilton said the six point penalty imposed on Doncaster and
Swinton for going into administration was inadequate he spoke from the
heart. And as someone who confronted debt head on and paid every penny
he had every right to complain. Just stop and consider for a minute. In N.L.1
and N.L.2 six points represents two victories. Hopefully that will be enough to
see Doncaster relegated but what are Rochdale, Batley and Sheffield to think
if a new Doncaster team start to pick up points and finish above them,
especially since the new club has been allowed to keep three points won by a
club no longer in existence. Will that be justice? Similarly, if Swinton were to
grab enough points to gain a play-off place that will disadvantage a side in
N.L.2 that has done the right thing. This CVA thing is getting out of hand. And
it's even worse in soccer, although there at least the penalty is ten points
which represents five victories rather than two. Football's precedent suggests
that the R.L. equivalent should be at least 15 points and possibly more if we
consider there are bonus points available in our game. And, given the financial
problems faced by N.L.1 and 2 clubs it's about time the R.FL. had a
development plan for these divisions and, given the new salary cap regulations
announced this week for Super League. closer control of affairs at the lower
level is also necessary before clubs start to fold altogether.

Sports Injury?

Capio Oaklands Hospital is a leading private hospital situated in Salford, Greater Manchester
offering a range of treatments for Pain Relief, Physiotherapy and Sports Injuries.

Conveniently situated for the A580 and the M602, other treatments available include:

* Cosmetic Dentistry « Cosmetic Surgery * Dermatology * Ear, Nose & Throat Surgery
* Gastro-Enterology * General Surgery * Maxillo-facial Surgery * Orthopaedic Surgery
* Ophthalmic Surgery * Podiatry * Urology * Vascular Surgery

* X-ray, MRI and Ultrasound

For more information please call 0161 787 3461 or visit www.capio.co.uk

Caplo Oaklands Hospital
19 Lancaster Road
Salford

Manchester, M6 8AQ

@ Capio Oaklands Hospital

Your health in good hands




elesewhere when the second of his one-year deals ran out at Fax
--- and Oldham didn't waste time when they got the tip that .
Boults might be available.

Two years earlier Fax football manager Paul Dixon had similarly
moved swiftly when it became apparent that Jason wasn't going *
to break into the Bulls first team when faced with competition at
prop from the likes of Stuart Fielden, Jamie Peacock, Rob Parker
and Richard Moore.

His move up the road to The Shay ended a four-and-a-half year
stay with the Bulls, for whom he had signed on a full-time basis
at the age of 16. To sign for Bradford was a dream come true for *
young Jason, who had started playing League at Bailiff Bridge
primary school in Brighouse at the age of eight.

And it was at that tender age that his grandad, a lifelong
‘Northern' fan, first took him to Odsal to watch the likes of Paul
Dixon and the Fairbank brothers in a formidable Bradford pack. ~ #3
In those early days Jason played just about everywhere expect _ *

prop. He turned out regularly for Brighouse junior teams at full-
back, centre or second-row and it wasn't until he moved to

halstead’s choice

by ROGER HALSTEAD

'MR CONSISTENCY' IS PROPPING UP OLDHAM'S
PROMOTION CHALLENGE

And that flare-up at Celtics? It was just 'handbags' says front-
row man Jason

IF there was one defining moment that kick-started The former Bradford Bulls and Halifax front-rower is
Oldham's Co-Operative NL2 season it was the bust-up at enjoying life at the Roughyeds. It has surpassed his
Celtic Crusaders where the Roughyeds pulled off a expectations. After all, he had gone from full-time status
marvellous 34-26 win to lay down the marker for their at one of the leading clubs in the British game to NL1 with . .
promotion ambitions. Halifax and then another step down to NL2 with Oldham. Siddal, aged 13, that he became to be recognised as an out-
Watched by thousands of League fans on nationwide  He thanks Alan Hadcroft and Jamie Bloem for convincing and-out forward, but even then more of a second-rower than a
television, Steve Deakin's men stormed back from a 26-6 him he was making the right move --- Alan as a former pl"Op‘

deficit to score an inspirational 28 unanswered points ---- team mate of his at Halifax and Jamie as his full-time S'dda_" under-16s were to become a crack outfit almost
and the turn-around was sparked by a midfield free-for-all  employer outside rugby league and a close friend who overnight. At the start of his last season with the club they didn't
early in the second half. acts as his adviser on all matters related to his rugby even have enough players to be admitted into the National Youth
The man at the centre of the flare-up, Rougheds prop league career. League, but they quickly pulled in recruits once the season got
Jason Boults, dismisses it as “just one of those things®  For the past two years, since quitting full-time rugby at urfderway & gnd what a season it turned e be.

but he recognises that it had some influence on an  Bradford, Jason has worked for Jamie in his Halifax- With Boults in the second row; a certain Luke Robinson at
Oldham performance that made the whole of NL2 sit up  based landscaping business --- and he readily takes on scrum-half; and others in the side who went on to tumn pro, like
and take note. board all the advice he can get from a boss who has Liam Finn (Dewsbury), Byron Smith (Rochdale) and Scott Grix
"It was nothing more than 'handbags' really," he recalled ~ been around the block two or three times in rugby league (Widnes), the Siddal kids won nearly everything there was to
this week, "but it seemed to fire us up and the win down ~ circles. hikdy - ; )
there definitely kick-started our NL2 campaign. It showed  Talking of the days and weeks when he felt it was time to They won the Halifax Cup, the Halifax League and the Yorkshire
we meant business. It meant a lot to the players and to  move on from The Shay, Jason recalled: *| had played in Cup - and they were pipped by one point when losing -8 to
the club and it really set us up for a winning NL2 run that  the same team as Haddy at Fax and he spoke highly of West Hull in the final of the National Cup at Dewsbury.

ended five matches later in controversial circumstances  what was happening at Oldham. Famous scout Eric Hawley, the man credited with unearthing
at Featherstone. “Jamie advises me in a friend-to-friend capacity. He Jason.Robinson and Ellery Hanley, was never away from the
“To be honest, we were very unlucky. We should have  knows Deaks (coach Steve Deakin) very well and he said touchline, and come the end of that remarkably successful

beaten them at home on day one and we certainly should season for the Siddal whiz-kids no fewer than eight of them
have beaten them at their place.
"But we'll be there or thereabouts come the end of the
season. To win at Crusaders, to win at Workington and to
come within a few minutes of winning at Featherstone
when things didn't go our way says a lot about us as a
squad.
"Promotion is the ultimate goal, but ideally we want to
finish top, go up as champions and then we can say: 'Job
done', while the other contenders are battling it out in the
" play-offs. It's going to be a close-run thing, but there is a
lot of rugby to be played yet and anything can happen.
"The table would look a lot different if we had played the
same number of games as the rest, but | think the title
race will go right down to the wire and | like to think we'll
be in it right to the finishing line.
"if we miss out we'll have to do it the hard way via the
play-offs, but one way or the other we are setting out our
stall to go up."
The 23-year-old Bradford-born prop --- Mr Consistency of
the front row -—- is his own biggest critic. And while he
heaps praise on the work of his team mates and the
collective performances of the squad he describes his
own form over past weeks as "a bit up and down".
“I thought | played better at Featherstone," he said, "but
the week before, when we played York, | was a bit down
on myself after the match. | think I'm doing okay, but I'm
one of those people who believes | could be doing better.
At least that's what I'm always striving for."

he was a good coach, one of the best. We all talked it
over, Haddy, Jamie and me and decided it was the best
thing for me.

“Chris Hamilton made me a good offer and in view of
what both Haddy and Jamie said about the club and
about Deaks | made the decision to sign.

"Was it the right decision? You bet it was. It's been miles
better than | expected and | am enjoying it here
thoroughly.

‘THEY ARE THE BEST GROUP OF LADS I'VE EVER
BEEN WITH AND DEAKS IS A TOP COACH WHO
REALLY KNOWS HIS STUFF.

"He is very approachable; he is great when it comes to
one-on-one player mangement; and he always has time
to talk individually to players or to listen and discuss
things if a player wants to see him."

Jason never played in the first team at Bradford - but he
was never out of it at Halifax. He got an early chance
soon after his arrival at The Shay and in two seasons
there he enjoyed an absolutely phenomenal run
(especially for a prop) of consistency, missing only one
game in the whole of seasons 2005 and 2006.

In 2005, under the coaching of Anthony Farrell, he played
in every game bar one, and 80 per cent of those
appearances were from the starting line-up. In 2006, the
first half of the season under Farrell, the second half
under Martin Hall, he didn't miss a match.

A record like that was bound to attract attention from

turned pro.

Hawley took Boults to Bradford and in more than four years there
at an impressionable age, the young Jason rubbed shoulders
with stars of the sport, was reared in a fully professional rugby

league environment and had good habits drilled into him.

Steve McNamara, now Bradford boss and regarded generally as
one of the top young coaches on this side of the world, was
Jason's coach for much of his time in the Bulls' under-18 and

under-21 teams.

They were happy and successful years, too. At under-21 level,
Jason played in three back-to-back Grand Finals for the Bulls,
who lost to Leeds at Headingley in 2002; lost to Wigan at Odsal

in 2003; and beat Leeds at Headingley 22-20 in 2004.

It was only in the third of these finals that he was pushed up from
second-row to prop -- and even that was more by accident than

design.

“I filled in for a prop who pulled out of a game at the last minute,"
recalled Jason. "l didn't volunteer for the job: | was pushed into
it. | didn't think it would suit me at all, but to my surprise | enjoyed
it --- and | must have done something right because | was picked

at prop every time after that."

Jason has never strayed far from his Yorkshire roots - he lives
in Halifax with his girl friend Rachel - but he is delighted he took

the decision to cross the Pennines to play for Oldham.

And he is still as consistent as ever, having played in nearly every
game for Roughyeds in a season that is turning out to be just a

little bit special.
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more rewarding than
back in 1999 when a
veritable crowd of
stalwarts turned out at
Boundary Park
for the Borough
of Oldham’'s 150th
anniversary
celebrations followed
by the local derby with
Hornets.

Whilst I'm the first to
recognise that running
any rugby league club
very much revolves
around what happens
today and tomorrow it's
helpful to recognised
that as we each grow
older the temptation to
look back becomes
increasingly difficult to
resist. And there's
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DAVE PARKER IS STOPPED CLOSE TO THE LINE. ]
OLDHAM V AUSTRALIA 1963

RS i

23,000 PACK WATERSHEDDINGS V WIGAN 1963
CHALLENGE CUP. OLDHAM PLAYING IN WHITE
SHIRTS. PETER SMETHURST KICKS THROUGH.

TREVOR SIMMS (SCRUM CAP) IS ANOTHER MEMBER

OF THE NEW PLAYERS' ASSOCIATION.

Watersheddings from ®
5 Rugby
‘Union Club, was at the

‘Manchester

time captain of the
Lancashire county

¥ rugby union side. He

was a brainy football
playing loose-forward
who had the a mystic
ability to spot the gap
before it appeared, had
the skill to either put a
colleague through it or
use his speed to go
through himself. One of
the finest 13's the
Oldham club has ever
had on its books.

# He's lived down in

Hertfordshire for a
number of years now
but has promised to
travel up to a game so

g hopefully the

association will be the
lever that gets him
involved and to do just
that and more!

| held on to some notes

“‘It's almost 40 years ago that | made the decision

- to turn pro and my greatest concern in doing so

was what would happen if | didn’t make the grade.
Happily, the decision | made resulted in seven
years of top class rugby league which I thoroughly
enjoyed and left me with a number of very vivid

In the changing room before the very first time |
that | played against St Helens | was told very
pointedly by one of our team “ You make........ sure
that their loose-forward Vince Karalius doesn’t
touch me!” Early in the game it was necessary for
me to exercise that instruction and | quickly moved
into the gap between the two people concerned
when all of a sudden | was hit by a brick wall and
everything turned upside down. As | picked myself
up the relevance of the changing room comment
became apparent! However, over subsequent
seasons | like to think a certain amount of mutual
respect developed between Vince and me, but he
was one of the hardest players | ever came across.

Some years later when he had moved from Saints
to Widnes | felt I'd broken even when | managed to
collect one of our kick-offs by Geoff Sims and
score beating Vince on the way.

Another of my favourites was Peter Smethurst.
What a great team man who always gave 110% and
was responsible for setting up a good number of
tries for me. When he gave me the signal and went
to acting half-back | could almost tell you where |
would score usually with most of the opposition
still following Peter. In those days there was no six
tackle rule, so if you could retain possession for
seven or eight minutes the opposition usually
became frustrated and ended up losing
concentration and making mistakes. ..... And Peter
was a past master at adding to the frustration and
confusion.

What about the Challenge Cup semi-final against
Hull KR at Headingley in 1964? What a game! One
we should have won. Unfortunately, Rovers’
forward Harry Poole’s elbow closed my eye early in
the game. So, in the second half, | didn't see our
wingman in support on my left, with only one man
to beat, because my left eye was closed. That
would surely have been the winning score. Being
clever after the event is easy, but in any case Len
Mcintyre’s drop goal eventually saved the day for
us.

national side must have been helped by being able
to play with confidence in a good team at Oldham
where we endeavoured to play good quality rugby
in an entertaining way. Time has however, marched
on and all | can do now is re-live those happy
sporting memories!”

(Author’s note: Dave Parker fails to say that after he
fielded Geoff Sims’ kick-off against Widnes he not
only avoided Vince Karalius’ tackle but those of
most of the Widnes team as he weaved his way to
the try line. One of the best tries scored from a
loose forward that I've seen Also, in 1964 when he
mentions that Oldham played Hull KR in the
Challenge Cup semi-final there were no substitutes
so he was forced to play out the game with what
turned out to be a serious injury. Oldham drew that
match 5-5, were winning the ensuing replay 17-14
when the match was called off whilst playing extra
time due to bad light but lost the second replay 12-
2).

Dave gives special mention to Peter Smethurst a
barrel of a man who had three spells with Oldham
(two as coach). The £4,000 that Oldham paid Swinton
for his signature in 1961 must rank as one of the best
transfer transactions that the Roughyeds have ever
negotiated.

The fans loved to see him torpedoing the opposing
defence and either raising himself from the tackle,
however fierce, with his trademark grin that so irritated
the defender, or coming out the other side by taking
advantage of a burst of speed particularly associated
with a back-turned-forward.

Smethurst was a superb captain. A fact well illustrated
during the 1966 Lancashire Cup final against odds-on
-couldn’t lose - Wigan. The bookies had the pie-
eaters to win by a record margin but at the end only
inches separated the two sides when Oldham centre
and former Wigan player Stan McLeod was tackled in
the dying seconds inches from the opposing line.
Wigan scraped home 16-13 but Smethurst had led his
troops like a latter-day Wellington!

When Oldham played Australia in 1963, Smethurst
(playing at centre) had a running battle with the
Aussies' crack three-quarter Graeme Langlands that
lasted throughout the match. Years later when
Langlands featured on the Australian version of the TV
show “This is your Life” Smethurst was flown all the
way to Sydney as a surprise guest...

that Dave wrote for the club’s programme back in 1998

nothing wrong with that. A well organised players’ g thought it well worth repeating extracts from them
association will throw together a group of people witha  pare.

wealth of experience which will benefit not just the

Brian Walker
Naturally, being selected for Great Britain was a

proud moment and | was pleased when | scored a
try in my second game. But, getting into the

VISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK OR ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HISTORY BUTTON
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THE MEN WHO CARRY ROUGHYEDS' HOPES AND AMBITIONS INTO 2007.

Yes, that's right, if you're a
Roughyeds supporter or an avid
Harry Potter fan a trip to the
Spindles Town Square Shopping Centre on Saturday, July 21 isa
must. Mark it in your diary now.

Roughyeds players will be there from 11.30am to 2pm to meet
shoppers, sign autographs and chat with the fans.

But that's not all, The latest Harry Potter book is out that day and
anyone who buys it from the Spindles Town Square Shopping
Centre branches of Waterstones or W H Smith can claim a pass
for one adult and one child to the Oldham v Hunslet game at

MATCH-DAY ACTIVITY

AT the last home game against York City Knights, the Roughyeds
were not the only local team to display an attractive, committed
display of rugby league.

As plenty of people present that day will testify, Waterhead and
Oldham St Anne's under-8s played an exciting curtain-raiser and
then their younger squad members returned at half-time to provide
more excellent entertainment.

These potential stars of the future certainly seemed to emjoy
performing in a stadium as part of a Roughyeds' game-day
experience, so further invitations have been extended to several
other groups of youngsters.

Today, pre-match junior rugby league will be provided by the under-
9s from Shaw Rhinos, coached by the Roughyeds stalwart John
Hough, and also from Saddleworth Rangers. Also in action will be
under-7s from Fitton Hill and Hathershaw and Latchford Albion

Sean Mellor, our Community Development
Manager, keeps you up to date

ROUGHYEDS AND HARRY POTTER
TOP THE BILL AT SPINDLES

Boundary Park the next day, Sunday, July 22 (3pm kick off)
Once you've acquired the new Harry Potter book all you have to
do is seek out the Roughyeds stand in Spindles and provide proof
of purchase that day from one of the two retail outiets named
above in order to claim your ticket for one adult and one child to
see the promotion-chasing Roughyeds in action at Boundary Park
the next day.

But don't forget . . . Roughyeds are only there from 11.30am to
2pm. Make a date --- and let Harry Potter open up a whole new
world for you supporting rugby league and the Roughyeds. (see
advert, page 23)

Unicoms, who will perform before the game and again at half-time.
The Oldham Service Area representative teams have recently
completed a five-game series of fixtures against other Service Area
teams. These teams, ranging from school years 7 to 10, have
enjoyed a tremendous season and their achievements will be
commemorated today when some of the players will be presented
to the crowd.

Oldham has an outstanding record of producing top-quality rugby
league players so don't be surprised if you see a lot more of some
of these youngsters.

To find out more about the Oidham Service Area, or to seek
information on how you can get involved in the sport, check out the
community pages on the Roughyeds' official website at
www.roughyeds.co.uk

The young ones and their heroes: Roughyeds run out to face York.

ASHTON, Paul (half-back): Aged 27, Paul
learned his trade at Saddieworth before playing
for Halifax, Rochdal and

Got his big chance at Oldham in 2006, initially
on a week-to-week basis, and did enough to
earn a full contract for 2007. Can play at scrum-
half or stand-off.

BAINES, Chris (back-row): A young forward who
also did enough for coach Steve Deakin last
year, while on loan from Warrington, to win a
contract for the latter part of 2006 and then for
2007. Toured New Zealand with Great Britain
Young Lions in 2003. Product of Chorley
Panthers and Wigan St Pat's,

BOULTS, Jason (prop): One of many new boys
in the Roughyeds squad for 2007, 23-year-old
Jason arrived on the recommendation of two of
his former Halifax team mates, Jamie Bloem and
Alan Hadcroft. Spent four years as a young pro
with Bradford and then had two seasons at The
Shay, missing only a handful of games.

COSTIN, Geno (prop or back-row): A 22-year-
old Aussie, Geno first established himself in the
Q Cup with Wy Manly, but last
year played in the same comp for Logan Souths.
A rugby workaholic, he puts in overtime on
defence and, in possession, always runs strong
and straight.

CRABTREE, Andy (hooker): Won Great Britain
academy honours in his Wigan Warriors days.
Came from Swinton this year. A tidy footballer
with good hands and game awareness, he can
also play loose-forward. Alert and alive at
dummy half.

GOREY, Andy (winger): A scrum-half in his
Royton Tigers days, Andy became a good full-
back in the former Roughyeds academy side. It
was as a winger, however, that he finished 2006
as the club's top try scorer with ten - no mean
feat in a losing side.

HADCROFT, Alan (centre): A robust middie
back, 29-year-old Alan signed from Halifax for
the 2006 season, but his campaign was marred
by a series of shoulder injuries, notably at
Barrow and Whitehaven. Future as a player in
some doubt, but highly regarded as coach Steve
Deakin's acting No 2,

HODSON, lan (back-row): Initially rejected new
offer for 2007 due to work commitments, but the
Roughyeds door remained open and he re-
signed in March after playing the odd game or
two for Tyldesley RU Club. One of the club's
better performers in 2006, he always gave
maximum input, even when asked to play at
stand-off.

HOUGH, John (hooker): First player to sign for
the ‘new’ Roughyeds club. Still here nearly ten
years later — that's loyalty with a capital L.
Joined Warrington from Waterhead as a boy, but
carved himself a niche in the annals of the new
Oldham club when he signed as a free agent on
December 2, 1997. Has played more than 230
games.

HOUSTON, Drew (second-row or centre): Once
ay linked with Melb Storm, Drew
had two seasons in the Queensland Cup with
Storm feeder club Brisbane Norths before
heading south to join Dapto whom he heiped to

become champions of the lllawarra competition
last year.

HOYLE, Simeon (hooker): Formerly with
Keighley and Halifax, Simeon is a hooker of the
old school —tough in defence yet able to make
things happen from dummy half. Helped
Keighley to win promotion in 2003 in the same
team as Paul Ashton, Richard Mervill and lan
Sinfield.

LANGLEY, Gareth (winger): Pacy, and a good
finisher, ‘Gaz' joined Roughyeds this year after
five years at St Helens. He was Saints academy
player of the year in 2005 and runner-up In 2006.
Played at Salford as a teenager before joining
his hometown club at Knowsley Road.

LITTLER, Craig (centre): Another Saints old boy,
Craig was Langley's centre for four years at
Knowsiey Road. A year younger, he had the
chance of another year with St Helens academy,
but opted to sign for Roughy and

accomplished Oldham hooker in
Watersheddings days. Lee has previously
played for Leigh, London Broncos, Rochdale
and Barrow.

SINFIELD, lan (back-row): Another experienced
forward who has retumed to his hometown club
for a second stint. Brother of Leeds captain,
Kevin Sinfield, lan played in the first ever

ghy game at Rochdale on New Year's
Day, 1998. Had four years here, then moved on
to Rochdale, Keighley and Swinton.

SMITH, Kris (back-row or centre): Kris, aged 28,
has been on the books of four Super League
clubs, namely Leeds, Salford, London and
Halifax. A product of the Eccles amateur club,
he was snapped up by Leeds while still a
teenager. Joined Roughyeds after four seasons
at Swinton,

STOUT, ( d or ): Signed
from$S has a good turn of speed

his centre-wing partnership with Langley.

MERVILL, Richard (prop): Formerly with Halifax
and Keighley joined ghy for
2007 after playing Down Under in the same
Dapto side as Drew Houston. Suffered a broken
hand In one of his early games for ghy

for a forward and likes to use it while breaking
wide out. Played at academy level for both
Warrington and Widnes. Chose to join Oldham
after rejecting a Swinton offer for 2007,

TAMGHART, Said (utility): A French

but goes into Co-Operative NL2 action in a good
seam of form.

O'CONNOR, Paul (full-back): Signed for
hometown Widnes after winning students’
international honours for Ireland and for Great
Britain. Looked good in three loan games for
Roughyeds in 2006 and returned on a more
permanent basis in 2007, although he will be
away for 14 weeks on a pre-arranged trip Down
Under.

OLDHAM, Stuart (winger): Formerly with St
Helens and Swinton, Stuart played his first
serlous rugby with Sedgley Park and Liverpool
St Helens RU clubs before switching codes to
join Saints. Had two seasons with Swinton and

inter Said has rep d his country
at every level, including full Test matches
against Australia and New Zealand. Came under
Steve Deakin's Influence when both were at
UTC, better known now as Perpignan-based
Catalans Dragons.

TONKS, Tony (prop): Roughyeds have high
hopes of the 22-year-old Yorkshireman, signed
from Bradford Bulls just prior to the start of the
Co-Operative NL2 season. One year at
Wakefield academy, then six at Bulls as a full-
time pro, including last season on loan at
Doncaster.

WILKINSON, Alex (centre, wing): Played his

early rugby with Royton Tigers and toured with
GB schoolboys to Australia in 1999 and with

became one of six Lions to sign for ghy
for 2007.

ONYANGO, Lucas (winger): A real flier, aged 25,
Lucas grew up in rugby union in his native
Kenya. Has played for Sale Sharks, Manchester
and Leigh in Union, and also Widnes Vikings in
League. Did well at Vikings before damaging a
knee. Over that now and keen to make the most
of his chance at Oldham,

RODEN, Neil (half-back): Neil rejoined
Roughyeds from Leigh for 2007 after leaving the
club initially to go to Batley in 2004. In his first
stint here he scored 290 points (68 tries and 18
drop goals) in 142 games over four and a haif
seasons. Has overtaken Mark Sibson as the
‘new’ club's leading all-time try scorer.

ROGERS, Wes (prop): Aged 29, and club
captain. Like Nell Roden and lan Sinfield, has
rejoined Roughyeds for a second spell. Signed
for Widnes as a 15-year-old, then had three
years at Swinton, one here, three at Rochdale
and three more at S before

di to New and
in 2001. While a young pro at Bradford Bulls, he
had loan spells with London Broncos,
Huddersfield and Hull before going part-time
with Roughyeds to continue his studies.

WINGFIELD, Lee (second-row): Played for GB at
amateur level in Russia, France and Australia,
but desperately unlucky with injuries since he
turned pro for Roughyeds on a two-year deal
covering 2006 and 2007. In top form early this
year, but then broke a hand before suffering a
serious knee Injury against Swinton on his first
game back.

HUGHES, Adam (centre): The massively
experienced 29-year-old boasts over 150 Super
League appearances during spells with Leeds,
Wakefield, Halifax, Widnes and Leigh. A
powerful, pacy centre who knows where the try
line is, he signed for Oldham in preference to
several other clubs.

ROBINSON, Adam (second row): A tough and

“home" for 2007.

SANDERSON, Lee (halfback, hooker): Signed in
March after a difficult period with Barrow.

ghy paid an fee for
the Leigh lad, whose uncle, lan, was an

p player who relishes his
defensive duties, the 20 year-old Yorkshireman
turned down Featherstone in order to sign for
the ghy from D F y of the
Stanley Rangers amateur club, he started his
p career at
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All good things come to an end, and that includes
our excellent run of unbeaten league games. The
fact that it ended as it did, at fellow-challengers for
promotion Featherstone, was of course
disappointing, but the attitude of Steve Deakin
after the game suggested that we will not be much
short, if at all, of the automatic promotion slot by
the time the season comes to a close, | would
suggest. The loss at Keighley, of course, adds
another dimension to the situation, though |
suspect that it will not be the last time there is a
surprise result this season in NL2. This is good
news in theory, of course - though it may not have
felt like it last Sunday!

The circumstances surrounding the Featherstone
defeat, however, are worth considering. First, it
was quite like old times at Post Office Rd., |
thought, with a very lively crowd of over 1500,
even though there might have been more than
twice that there when the two old clubs sparred
with each other in the pre-Sky era. There have
never been any more one-eyed spectators than at
what is now laughingly called the Chris Moyles
Stadium, but there is also no doubting their
commitment to the game of Rugby League, and |
must say that | have always rather enjoyed my
visits there, even though over the years we have
certainly been on the wrong side of the outcomes
more often than we have come back home with a
win.

What was really annoying, though, was the failure
of the RFL to allocate an experienced referee to
what was always likely to be a potentially
combustible contest. | don't like criticising refs,
and fully appreciate that young ones have to learn
their trade to some extent through experience. But
it was evident from very early on in this game, |
thought, that Craig Halloran was going to have

v
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trouble. His authority wasn't helped by the fact that
he made a poor decision in disallowing a try to
Gareth Langley very early, but more worrying was
his failure to take appropriate action against the
first instances of foul play. As a result, some time
before he began to bring out his coloured cards,
the group of supporters around me were saying
that he had lost effective control, and that there
were going to be problems. They were absolutely
right, too. Featherstone had a number of old
heads in their side, and they took full advantage of
the opportunity available to them - hence Tony
Tonks' sending off!

Given how long we had to play with a man short,
and against the slope, | suppose one could claim
that it was a valiant effort to win - and it certainly
was a decent effort by the players, in the
circumstances, in the last half-hour. However, | am
sure that the coach will not have overlooked too
the fact that it could also be argued that we really
lost the game during the first half - we were so
dominant, and clearly the superior side, at that
stage that we should have been at least four
scores clear by the time we had to play up-hill, |
thought - and if we had been, | am sure we would
have gone on to win even without Tonks - whose
post-match statements mark him out as a young
prop of real potential, | would like to add. As is
usually the case, though, there is more to learn
from a defeat than from most victories, and | am
sure that we will benefit in the long run from the
Featherstone experience.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Tony Tonks was suspended for
one match and fined £75 when he appeared
before the RFL disciplinary committee on Tuesday.
He was accompanied by the club's chief
executive, Chris Hamilton.
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TAKING SUPPORT BEYOND BOUNDARIES

When Leeds Met launched the
Carnegie Great Student Run 2007,
leading the way was former Widnes,
Wigan and GB star Joe Lydon.
Joe declared his intention to run the
5km race to raise money for the
Mike Gregory Trust Fund. Mike is one
of rugby league’s most popular,
respected and courageous stars who
captained Warrington and his country
with such distinction.

The Mike Gregory Trust Fund was
formed by friends and supporters from
the rugby league community who knew

of Mike’s battle against Motor Neurone
Disease and felt compelled to do
something to help.

It is Mike and his family’s intention
that the trust’s funds will be used to
cover his ongoing medical expenses
and help raise awareness about the
effects of Borreliosis/Lymes Disease.

Through the Carnegie Great Student
Run and the Carnegie Challenge Cup,
Leeds Met Carnegie provides a unique
opportunity for the whole of the rugby
league community to participate and
support the Mike Gregory Trust Fund.

Entry forms and the Mike Gregory Trust Fund sponsorship forms are
available from Leeds Met at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/greatstudentrun

or by calling 0113 283 8686

For more information on the Mike Gregory Trust please visit
griaﬂam www.mikegregorytrust.co.uk
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Safurday, boys are
back in towh!*
Oldham Roughyeds RLFC

are celebrating their rettim to
Boundary Park with an exclusive
signing session on Saturday 21st
July 11:30am - 2:00pm, so come
along to meet some of the team!




WOODS LOOKS Oldham RLFC Appearances and Scorers, 2007
OVERSEAS TO PUT

THUNDER ON A ROLL players

- 1 ] L ]
Spotlight on the lads from Rugby League's Sta-tlsthS
North-East frontier

: [up to and including June 24]
NAME PLAYED TRIES GOALS POINTS
P Ashton 1 3 27 66
C Baines 14 2 8
> J Boults 16
M Brooks 1
G Costin 12 2 8
A Crabtree 17 1 4
A Gorey 8 1 4
| Hodson 11 4 16
J Hough 2
D Houston 17 2 8
S Hoyle 18 1 4
A Hughes 5 6 24
G Langley 3 18 7 8 44
C Littler 15 2 8
Thunder are coached by Aussie Dave Woods, who must be one of the only coaches to be sacked after R Mervil 15 1 4
guiding his team to promotion to Super League. That's just what happened two years ago when Woods P 0'Connor 14 4 16
who had arrived from Penrith Panthers after Cas' relegation the previcus year, immediately steered M Oad 5
Castleford to promotion only to not have his contract renewed as they wanted a coach with more gaen 1 10 24
experience 1o secure their place in Super League. We all know now that Terry Matterson got the job but S Oldham 1
Cas. were relegated again after just one season in the top division L Onyango 9 6 24
It was a big surprise to many when Dave took over at Gateshead but as he said at the time he saw it as -
D W agreat challenge. Woods appears to be trying 1o biend experienced Aussie players with young local lads A Robinson 6 3 12
ave OOdS from Amateur Rugby and there is roughly a 50 / 50 split between overseas and local players N Roden 18 8 ng 34
. 1 ' e W Rogers 10
This approach has been strengthened of late with the acquisition in the very near future of two
experienced overseas players who Woods coached at Penrith in Mark Meredith, an experienced prop L Sanderson 7 1 20 44
and Hooker Dan Smith who starred in Queensiand University rugby, They have also shown their | Sinfield 15 1 4
commitment to youth and the future by forming an under 18's side that is growing week by week after K Smith 1
forming a link with Gateshead College. Youngsters wil be offered a compiete training, coaching and mi 0 5 20
education package based at Gateshead International Stadium M Stout 4 1 4
S Tamghart 16 2 8
Gateshead arrive here loday after a good victory over Hunslet Hawks last week which showed a much T Tonks 8 2 8
better defensive effort after conceding 50 points for the seventh time this season the week before at
Barrow. Star of the show was Aussie scrum half Tim Martin who scored two quick tries at the beginning A Wilkinson 16 12 48
of the second hall L Wingﬁeld 4 1 4
Mark Meredith ' i :
Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk
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View all our properties at
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BELVOIR!

the lettings specialist

> NO LET NO FEES!
> Free Property Appraisal
> Full Management

www.belvoirlettings.com/oldham | ‘==

or call us on 01706 880884

KEYHOLE
I SURGERY!

for landlords

> Property Insurance

> Rent & Legal Protection
> Rent Guarantees

> Full Inventories

> Property Inspections

Belvoir Oldham > Accompanied Viewngs
A Shirt Sponsor of Oldham | | s Tats
Roughyeds RLFC

> Innovative Website

70 Market St, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8NP | > Buy tolet
T: 01706 880884 F: 01706 881884 | . property Sourcing

Email oldham@belvoirlettings.com S ik T

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

Triple resurgence

IT wasn't that long ago that this column was
hailing the competitive nature of Co-operative NL2
at the top of the table - now the same is happening
at the bottom.

The recent resurgence of three teams on the lower
half of the ladder has spiced the competition up
even further in recent weeks.

London Skolars, Keighley Cougars and Gateshead
Thunder have all shown that they can shock teams
above them - and all three are now in line for a
late-season play-offs push.

Last weekend alone, the trio of clubs all recorded
wins against teams that were above them in the
table.

Barry Eaton’s Cougars stunned high-flying Oldham
26-18, Dave Woods' Gateshead beat Hunslet 18-6,
and perhaps most impressively, London Skolars
made it three wins on the trot under Latham
Tawhai with an eye-catching 34-12 victory over
Swinton.

Now all three teams are knocking on the top seven
door (the play-offs are made up of six teams, but
the club in first is automatically promoted) as we
enter the final third of the campaign.

Skolars’ winning run has galvanised the National
League’s only capital club, and they now travel to
Featherstone this Sunday in fine spirits.

Tawhai insists that the sequence of wins has been
coming for some time, and that much of it has
been down to South African prop Richard Louw -
named NL2 Player of the Month by Rugby League
World magazine on Friday.

Louw has set the platform up front for the likes of
Jermaine Coleman, Austin Aggrey and Pete
Hodgkinson to thrive in the backs.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

fea eague Express

Keighley have also been building towards putting a
few wins together, and the recent acquisition of
experienced Australian Craig Weston has given
their squad a definite boost.

But it was two relatively unsung heroes - Simon
Bissell and Richard Knight - whose performances
were key to their win over the Roughyeds.

Keighley now travel to bottom club Blackpool
Panthers this weekend looking to make further
progress.

Gateshead make up the trio after a month of
improvement under their Australian coach Woods,
and they have two games in hand over both
Keighley and the Skolars.

A home defeat to Skolars apart, Thunder have
been showing signs of improvement for a while,
with fullback Neil Thorman catching the eye of
reporters regularly.

Their next test comes at Oldham - and though they
will start as outsiders, they should not be
discounted.

The upturn in fortunes of these three clubs makes
an already intriguing competition even more
interesting.

At present only Blackpool remain winless - and
with Andy Gregory having taken charge as coach,
don’t rule out them from picking up a few victories
between now and the end of the season.

With places six and seven in NL2 still very much up
for grabs, the much talked about bonus point
system could have a massive part to play.

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 014384 4013895

--.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT




HAVE A FLUTTER --- AND HELP US TO TAKE THE CLUB FORWARD

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

FOR £1 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
Rlus

Jackpot last Friday monthly
* European holiday mini-break
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

*Meal for two at Clayton Green

c\us

* In June . . . £500 vouchers for
Mann's Furniture, Yorkshire Sreet
* In July . . . Dream Holiday
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

* |n December . . . £500 vouchers
for Mann's Bed Store, Union Street

Automatic pay-out - no need to claim
RING JOHN 0161 628 3677

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

FOR £5 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£500 A MONTH GUARANTEED
2 match-day srPonsORS SUITE PLAGES
£25 VOUCHER FOR CLUB SHOP

Built-in benefits as follows:
* Season's car park pass
* Club tie for men
* Tymbuktu voucher for ladies
* mention in programme
* Lunches with speaker
* Use of BP lounge and bar
* 10% sponsorship discount
Subs paid by cheque (quarterly
in advance) or by standing order

Automatic pay out - no claim needed
RING JANET 0161 628 3677

Keepin
dream

the
LIVE ---

FIVE ALIVE!

(Roll call of members -- fancy joining them?)

John McAndew
Saddleworth Sports

Robert Nixon
Derek King
Frank Taylor
Colin Pyke
Emest Mayall
| and C Kershaw

Michael Ackroyd
Clifford Bardsley
David Whitehead
David Lord
Janet Yewdale
Nigel Martand
Christopher Hamilton
Jeffrey Bates
lain Ashworth
Roger Halstead
Steve Deakin
Nick Henry
mooco;m&/s)tem (Joe
James Rochford
Noel Brady
Gareth Owen
Roy Wood
Denise Buckley

WE are delighted to report that we have a new member of
Fwe Alve . ., all the way from fashionable Welwyn Garden
Oy n Hertfordshire.

& Egerton signed up the other day to become the third
a0dition, behind Hans Bateson and John Kettieton, since
#e und-raising scheme was launched with an initial 82
members after an intense recruitment drive.

The aim s, and always has been, to reach 100 so if you are
wondenng about joining please consider again the benefits
on ofier (outlined in the advert on the previous page) and
&t us know if you wish to proceed.

On and off the fiekd the club is making huge forward strides,
out 10 a very large degree in professional sport these days
e ength and speed of those strides are govemed by the
s2= and success of revenue streams and fund-raisers such
s Fwve Alive and its sister lottery, Club Cash.

W& stive to give real value for money in the prizes and
senefits on offer in both lotteries, as you will see from a
gence a the previous page.

Te quarterly lunch, with guest speaker, has proved
parsoulary popular with Five Alive members, as has the
morthly draw with its first prize of £500, especially for the
TES

Moorside Electrical Contractors
(Neil Haughton)
Valerie Wynn
Brian Tranter
Thomas Joyce
Mick Harrop
Terry Bailey
John Barrie Gallagher
Temry Kelly
Cheshire Telecom Ltd (Sean
Lynch

Raymond Sankey
Cyril Famworth
John Heap
Mick Slicker
Terry Flanagan
Dave McGealy
Noise Killer Acoustics (Steve
Bithell)

B Giddens
Gerald Fitzgerald
Nany Fitzgerald
Jack Buckley

Ultan McGovern (Oldham
Electrical Supplies)

The latest draw took place at Friday's luncheon in the social
club — too late, unfortunately, for the name of the lucky
winners to be published here. They will, of course, be up on
the club website and mention of the £500 winner will be
made on this page in the next match-day magazine.
Friday's £500 winner was the eighth since Five Alive was
launched, Jefirey Bates was the very first winner and then,
at monthly intervals, came Keith Mullaney, Mark Harrington,
Roy Wood, Michael Bradshaw, Janet Yewdale and Martin
Hunter.

Our new club ties also come with the package of benefits
for Five Alive members. You must have seen many fellow
fans wearing them on match days. These are not exclusive
to Five Alive members, though.

They are on general sale at £15 from the club's
headquarters in Lansdowne Road, Chadderton and

already a lot of supporters have bought them in order to 'tie” =

their colours to their chest, as it were!

Tuming to Club Cash, we had another big draw on Friday,
the resutts of which will be on the website by now and will

also be featured in the next match-day magazine. Our

lotteries, we believe, provide something for everyone who
is a Roughyeds supporter.
If you are not involved alreadly, give one of them a TRY!

OLDHAM RLFC
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by Matthew Chambers

IF there's one rule that is true for all professional sport, it is this:
turn up for a game in a sunglasses, sandals and bermuda shorts

mindset and you'll inevitably come

Ok, Oldham didn't exactly do that at Keighley
last week. For one thing the conditions were as
far from beach-like as it is possible to get, on
one of those grim northern afternoons we know
and love,

But it still stands that a few too many
Roughyeds thoughts seemed to be focused on
far-away shores and the attitudes weren't those
of focused, dedicated sportsmen determined
to climb the division.

Had they have been, there is little doubt that
Steve Deakin's men would have come out on
top. Keighley, for all their endeavour, aren't a
comparable side skill-wise to Oldham.

On the day at Cougar Park, though,
encouraged by being granted good field
position time and again, they made their
superior enthusiasm count.

Judging by the relative league positions — plus
the fact that Gateshead had a superb win over
Hunslet last week — it will be a very similar test
at Sedgley Park today.

Will Deakin's side have gotten over last week's
result? One thing's for sure, judging from the
coach's demeanour after the game, the players
will have been told exactly where they went
wrong in no uncertain terms.

But despite that blip, the season thus far must
be viewed as a success. Losing to the league
leaders, Featherstone, twice is certainly no
disgrace — even less so given that Oldham

unstuck.

would in all likelihood have won at Post Office
Road but for Tony Tonks's sending-off. Even
after that, it was only a slow-ticking clock that
beat them thanks to two tries in the final five
minutes.

The Roughyeds should go into the latter half of
the season bearing in mind the fact that but for
Barrow away, the other main contenders in the
division have all yet to visit Boundary Park.
That's an excellent position to be in.

* With (almost) half a season gone, here are
my nominations for Oldham's highly unofficial
mid-term awards: Best forward: Richard
Mervill. Best back: Paul O'Connor. Best try:
plenty to choose from, but Adam Hughes'
second at home to Barrow, off Lee Sanderson's
superbly weighted kick to the corner. Best
performance: the 50-18 crushing of Barrow at
Boundary Park.

Best tackle: Lucas Onyango's amazing effort in
hauling down Phil Cantillon at Blackpool.
Finally, of course, there's no contest as far as
the prize for best interception goes: stand up
physio Phil Hayward, for his superb reading of
the play at Celtic Crusaders! Grab that man a
red shirt...

e




BY ROGER HALSTEAD

@ northern

Blackpool UP and running

Nearly 50 ex-players have enrolled for the newly-formed Players'

players association

Destination

> Association of Oldham RLFC, this to be launched publicly when
> Oldham play Hunslet at Boundary Park on Sunday, July 22. ENROLMENT FORM
5 The list is growing all the time, but it currently reads as follows: mzmzﬁnﬂ&mmnm

Martin Murphy, Adrian Alexander, Eddie Barton, John Blair, Joe o
Collins, Lyn Morgan, Geoff Munro, Tony Wainwright, Bob Mordell, e
Terry Gorman, Terry Flanagan, Paddy Kirwan, Frank Foster, Jimmy

\ Reynolds, Lou Laverty, Bob Pugsley, Joe Warham, Richard Russell, Name:
John Patterson, Mickey Edwards, Jim McCormack, Des Mckeown,
¥sith Ashcroft, Dave Walker, Trevor Simms, Dave Parker, John Address

OBrien, Alan Jones, John Donovan, Bernard Halford, Chris Joynt,
¥avin Flanagan, Gordon Howard, Ray Clark, Mike Ford, Des Foy,
Tommy Leyland, Mike Bird, Ken Johnson, Michael Taylor, Colin
=awkyard, Bob Henthorn, Gary Walczak, Brett Clark, Jason Clegg.

Srett Clark, the first overseas player to join, emailed in his contact
cetzils from Perth in Western Australia. Tel No: Fax No:

Zach has been circulated with news of what will be happening on

Post Code:

July 22 and an invitation from the Roughyeds to be their guest at Modke:
r : e match. E-mail
SnooL _ Thereisalso to be a meeting of all ex players who are interested in
BLACKPOOL mining the association - whether they have enrolled so far, or not
South — In the Roughyeds social club on Tuesday, July 10, starting at
BLACKPOOL 7pm.
Pieasure Beach

PLEASE RETURN TO:  Joe Collins

¥ you are a current or a former player of Oldham RLFC and have Tnterior Door Systems Ltd

www.northernrail.org

...enjoy the
journey

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

mot yet registered your interest please contact Joe Collins on 01925

= f N N N Hopton House
213100 or by email to: jc@interiordoorsystems.co.uk 3 &4 Rivington Court
Joe will then add you to the data base and give you all the ("J:'ﬂ':croﬁ'm
miormation you need to know about the association's public launch WAL 431,

2t Boundary Park on July 22.

T2 help the club to organise the day properly, the association needs
© know in advance a rough idea of the numbers likely to be
mwolved.

Once enrolled, you are asked to contact Joe by the methods above
or contact the Roughyeds on 0161 628 3677 if you intend to be
prasent on July 22. Ideally, this information should be with Joe or
with the club before July 6, 2007.

Tel: 01925 813100
Fax: 01925 814300
E-mail: jc@interiordoorsystems.co.uk

MATTY BROOKS

MATTY BROOKS, who made his Roughyeds debut at Keighley last Sunday, has joined us on loan from
Hull KR, initially for one month but with a view to an extension until the end of the season.

Aged 20, the Hull-bom half-back or hooker turmed pro for Bradford Bulls and was reared in the Bulls'
renowned nursery before signing for Hull KR last season. He had a spell on loan at York City Knights

earlier this year.

He is keen for first-team rugby and he hopes his early games in the Oldham jersey will lead to a longer

stay.

He made his debut off the bench at Cougar Park, first as a replacement for Simeon Hoyle at hooker
before switching to scrum-half later in the game. He is expected to make his 'home' debut at Sedgley
Park today against Gateshead Thunder. (picture by OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE)



today's | SR
SPONSOrS ;NS i ang ‘
2007 MAN OF THE MATCH > ﬂ C ‘ ;

BELVOIR | RUGBY APPAREL .

The lettings specialist.
Keyhole surgery for landlords!
view all our properties at

Al

31/01/07 __ Warrington Wolves Friendly | Home |7.45pm | 426

> |

s

W | 789
11/02/07 _ Rochdale Hornets NRC | Home |soom| 824 | o |15 | | Www.belvoirlettings.com/oldham
18/02/07__ Swinton Lions NRC | Home |300pm | 1828 | L |1017 or call us on 01706 880884
25/02/07 _ Dewsbury Rams NRC Away [3.00pm | 2232 | L | 819
04/03/07  Rochdale Homets NRC Away [300pm| 616 | L | 816
1003/07__EastHul 0CC3 | Away |200m | 2640 | w | 214 SPECIALISTS IN THE
18/03/07  Dewsbury Rams NRC | Home |[soopm| 832 | L |62
25037 Swiron Lions NAC_ | Away Jsoom | 218 | w | s DESIGN AND
01/04/07___ Keighiey Cougars CCC4 | Away |300pm| 2616 | W | 1039
04/04/07 _Featherstone Rovers NL2 Home |745m| 1223 | L [1,162 Sponsorship MANUF ACTURE OF

= |
2

090407 Hunslet Hawks N2 | Away [3300m| NEWORE
150407 BackoolPenthers N2 | Away |300m | 4020

packages available. PERFORMANCE

501 All sizes catered

290407 _ Keighley Cougars N2_| Home |soopm | 220 w for, large or small, individuals RUGBY

04/05/07 __Cettic Crusaders NL2 Away |7.35pm | 34-26 KL or party groups.

13/05/07 _ Harlequins CCC5 | Home [1230m| 666 559 - EQUIPMENT_
20/05/07 _ Barrow Raiders N2 | Home |300pm | 5018 Please contact the office on

26/05/07  London Skolars NL2 Away |300pm | 346

12 0161 628 3677

—l-ig = = |- =€ |=

03/06/07  Workington Town N2 | Away [s0om]| 2718

10/06/07 _ YorkCityKnights  NL2 | Home |300pm | 2110 | W |1024 : .

17/06/07 _ Featherstone Rovers N2 | Away |aoopm | 1824 1587 for further information

24/06/07 _ Keighley Cougars N2 | Away |ao00pm | 1826 %9 and pricing

010707 Gateshead Thunder  NL2 | Home |300pm

00707 e tens M2 | My jobwm PLAYERS AFTER MATCH

15/07/07  Barrow Raiders NL2 Away  [3.00pm | : REFRESHMENTS

22/07/07  Hunslet Hawks NL2 Home |3.00pm

2907/07 _ York City Knights N2 | Away [300pm TAYLOR’S FRUIT AND VEG

050807 BackpoolPathers N2 | Home _ 300pm (OLDHAM MARKET) AND . NN

e gmton N2 | ot ASHWORTH’S BUTCHERS A 5 FR -
TE .. TR : TORDeAM aE] > o |
02/09/07 _ Celtic Crusaders N2 | Home |300pm -
090307 London Skaars N2 | Home [soopm FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTAC T{‘
TBA Swinton Lions NL2 Home |3.00pm | TO BE REARRANGED

Play offs will take place on Sundays, September 16, 23 and 30 with the Grand

Final on Sunday 7th October. A . ‘
Home* venue to be a”anged. NDREW - 079 1 2842767

s r
Key :
NRC = Northem Ra'l CUD Oldham RLFC fully support the Let’s tackle Racism in Rugby League el o / P - “ - - - —— “
NL2 - National League Division 2 campaign and welcomes all players and spectators irrespective of g L > 6 3 ' p - < 4 4 P o«
(o 2 Camegie cha”enge CUp their ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no place in our game and - Y - ‘ & - » < ¥ > - [y L Y " *j’ & o s

racist chants are totally unatceptable i Wy be |".'b .",."fl' o Y o™ "f' s A ety e “ % A% .
f 1

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.




