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FEATHERSTONE ROVERS
CLUB OFFICALS - Season 2007
Founded: 1902 A Wa eicome 10 the 1a O als ana
Re-formed: 1908 pDlayve of are enated and ve
Elected to NR FL: June 1921
Ground:
The Chris Moyles Stadium, © 10 pa oute 10 Ine Ome < a
Post Office Road, Featherstone WF7 SEN and no = o 3 0 o
Tel: 01977 702386 Fax: 01977 602675
Colours:
HOME: Shirt - Blue & White Hoops, ala 100 d Oug ere 10 d
white shorts, blue & white socks. hee o A O o
AWAY: White & navy shirt with red trim,
white shorts, black & white socks c
President: Mr R Ashby Droie ONa ole eague D e d ana aKkeriela
Honorary Vice Presidents: etronpo
Lord Lofthouse of Pontefract,
Mr Richard J Budge
Chairman: Mr P Coventry ere d oNng anda ae e 1ee a a ove are peing
Chief Executive: Glyn Robinson aft O anored and left be d atte ONce q stad
Club Directors: 2 R
Mr S Evans, Mr E Gardner,
Mr S Lingard, Mr G Robinson, < d d d < artea o ave peen aaopted b
Mr S Robinson, Mr S Wagner othe h
R.F.L. Representative:
Mr S Wagner
Friends Of Featherstone Rovers:
Mr M Campbell, Mr A Kenny, 0 speed o e Co Or 8 ber o =¥ 0 e
Mr A Nicholls =
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Administration Manager:

Mrs V Bridges . Al a rece PO ated eeting norie O e powe
Facilities Manager: Mr A Hunter DO e presentatio 2 oned O O s 0
Football Director: Mr S Lingard h
Team Manager: David Hobbs
Football Manager: Kevin Hobbs
Under 21's Coach: Brian Kellett C e parapnrase ere are ee D e a a

Under 21's Asst Coach: Mr D Evans = 0 210 ° eed a o aqae to plav and 3 A
Club Doctor: Dr S Nuttal
Hon Dental Surgeon: Mr JG Milne
Physiotherapists: -
Ms E Cliffe, Mr S Leake ae ed a e e 10 e ge ana 3 DO age 10
Groundsman: Mr R Smith PR
Club Photographer: Mr R Nunn
Programme Editor: Mr C Westwood
Video Operator: Mr S Evans O ermead d C O apoo dl POO d d O
Scoreboard Operator: Mr J Jefferson 0 0ol and e D3 0 a A 0
Tannoy Operator: Mr N Holt
Matchday Security:
Show and Events Security -
Honorary Life Members: ge yo O 10DD O O O a
Mr M Ashby, Mr R Ashby, Mr R Bailey,
Mr R Evans, Mr K Everson,
Mr E Gardner, Mr D Hobbs, -
II Mr N Hodgson, Mr D Hunt, Mr J Jarvis, 0 ANA 00Se, alla Bluepeard ANag d O E,
ca 800 1 77 71 71 Mr T Jones, Mrs P Jones, Mr F Lavine, onae nare - s 10 s role 0 0 N
Mr T Mullaney, Mr J Reed,

or visit www.frontlinebathrooms.co.uk Mr S Wagner, Mr J Wiliams 5
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ROSS

TRAVEL GROUP
Supporting and transporting the
Featherstone Rovers team for over 25 years!

Established for over 30 years Ross Travel Group are a family run
business providing luxury coaches for all types of coach hire.

Ross Holidays are part of the Ross Travel Group
and offer an escellent range of coaching
tours and holidays covering Britain,

Ireland and Europe. ]

00 |
1 Yel: 01977 791738

16,24,35,49 & Fax: 01977 690109
53 seaters oj¢ %
available. ——

e

National & International Tours * Passenger Service
Standard and Executive Coach Hire * Disabled Access Coaches
School and College Trips * Days Out & Weekend Breaks
Business Excursions

ROSS TRAVEL GROLIP Visit our website

E P 7' ) . - www.rosstravelgroup.co.uk
el ‘ " Booking Office Opening Times:
P ; Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm Sat: 9am - 12pm

The Garage, Allison Street, Off Station Lane, Featherstone, West Yorkshire, WF7 5BL
Tel: 01977 791738/792106 Fax: 01977 690109 Email: info@rosstravelgroup.co.uk

fo oar Sponsors

Main Match
Sponsor

Ainscough Ltd

Man of the Match

Sponsor

Susan & Stephen
Parker

Match Ball
Sponsor

Colin Wood

Associate Sponsor

George Elliott
& Associates

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

Featherstone Rovers R.L.F.C. would like to
thank all their Sponsors who are supporting
the Club during 2007. We would ask our
fans to support the people who are helping
our club.

Codefarm
Scorpio Media
John Milne & Adrian Spencer
Frontline
Kooga
Guiness
Unison
Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel
Ross Travel
Carlsberg Tetley
George Elliott & Associates
Eddie Ashton (Funeral Director)
Martin Hall Motors
Carnegie
R.V. Rugg
Sargent Connectors
Jan Bloomer
B & R Site Services
The Taylor Family
The Victoria Club, Goole
The New Inn, Churwell
MCE Installations
Alan Nichols

FOR FULL DETAILS OF SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
PLEASE RING 01977 702386

SUPPORTING
ROVERS
' in 2007

www.featherstonerovers.net



28 DAY BUY BACK
No need to sell forever . . . Re-Purchase later
TV, Video, Hi-Fi, Music, Bikes, Sports,
Jewellery, Games, CDs, Videotapes and
much more . . . NO HASSLE

WE LIKE TO BUY
YOUR ITEMS
FOR INSTANT CASH

DELAYED PRESENTATION

CHEQUES PERSONAL CHEQUES 2
(_UNSTANTLY ) HELD FOR UP TO 4P
CASHED Cash up to £400 of personal

cheques for a month

We will not present them until
funds are available

Cheque card and ID requested

T 01977 604704 "

g SR TR #'}‘

from only 4% commission
Most Cheques Cashed

INSTANT

u R
A B

95 Carlton Street, CASTLEFORD - suiec o suus - wnimm s0 1910 rcures

Colour iis our Business

ALL PRODUCTS ARE TRADE QUALITY

ProDec
Decorating Supplies Ltd

Specialist Suppliers of High Quality Wallcoverings,
Fabrics (make-up service), Tiles, Italian Plasterwork,
Leading brands of Paint and Woodstain, with full colour mixing service

EXPERT ADVICE FOR THE TRADE AND PUBLIC
EVERYONE WELCOME
Tanshelf Industrial Estate, Pontefract
01977 700363

- www.Colourisourbusiness.co.uk

[
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It's good to be back after consecutive
games on the road.

Both of these games represented
major, but differing challenges to the
players; the sheer effort of taking on one
of the best teams in the competition on
their own turf, and the reinforcement of
the ‘no more Mr Nice Guy’ ethic I've
been trying to instil into the players when
we take on theoretically weaker teams.
| thought we stood up well on the whole.
The key, as ever, being defence. We
slipped up against Crusaders, but we
determinedly nilled the Panthers in
blistering conditions, maintaining our
resolve until the hooter.

I'd like to welcome Andy Kain to the
squad. He's on loan from Widnes for the
season, with at present no option to
keep him for 2008. I'm sure if Andy is
made especially welcome, and fits in
well - it certainly looks that way, then
he’ll want to be a Rovers next year. Who
knows?

Andy already knows Tiger Handford
and the two understand each other’s
game. He's a good organiser and calls

the shots well. Andy
has made a good
start and will get Zasa
better and better. | (8
like to see players |
expressing their
ability. With that in
mind Andy and Paul
have pretty much a
free role as far as tactics are concerned.

There’s been a bit said about our
discipline. In reply I'd ask you to look at
the reasons for the sendings off that
we've incurred this year. | can’t think of
one that was for ‘dirty play’, including
gaz handford’s ‘effort’ at Halifax.

We are a competitive side at the top
of the table. Oppositions will try to wind
us up. Our only indiscipline is to react
to that provocation.

Yet again you, our superb fans,
came up with the goods in Bridgend and
Blackpool. Your loyalty and passion is
humbling. I'don’t care how often | say it,
and I'll keep on doing so. If there isn’t
an award for that kind of loyalty, then
there should be. Thank you yet again.

~

Lance Todd
Trophy Winner

‘All New Ball Game”

INITIATIVE |

SCHOOLS
SPORTS

%

MATCH

The Sponsorship of this activity has
received an award under the
Government’s Business Sponsorship
Incentive Scheme for Sport

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme
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THIS SEASON
ROVERS WILL
BE BREAKING
TACKLES.

Rovers’ KooGa jerseys
are made from Evaporex,
a unique fabric

that forces perspiration
away from the skin

to the jersey’s outer surface

from where

it magically evaporates.
Leaving the lads cool,
comfortable and

all being well in control.
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MADE FOR RUGBY
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The Vehicle Body Repair Centre !
FEATHERSTONE BLINDS
VERTICALS, ROLLERS, VENETIANS,

Woob & RomAN
CONSERVATORY ROOF BLINDS
DomesTic & COMMERCIAL

The Complete Solution
From Minor to Major Repairs

It’s The Name You Can Trust

Tel: 01977 708137
Mob: 07740 874742

Top quality at Reasonable Prices

GEORGE BIRCH

35 South View, Featherstone

Tel/Fax:
01977 707730

Mobile: 07866 990676

N.J.K.R. Petrol Station,
I Wakefield Road, Featherstone |

\__-——--_-----,

Choose Polar Ford
Castleford for all your
motoring needs.

»

Polar Ford Castleford
are proud to support the

Featherstone MYoinsaes
Rovers S PARTS OF
Park Road, :
CASTLEFORD

Polar Ford <&

01977-603644
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Stuart is now coming to the end of his
truncated benefit season, as you will have noticed
by the various fund raising events that have been
organised by the club and its supporters recently.
Apparently he did not qualify for a full season-
long benefit having had a short spell at Salford in
the 2005 season. Nevertheless, his wholehearted
approach to the game has won him many
admirers here at Post Office Road.

At the start of the season Stuart had scored
776 points, so he must have had half an eye on a
reasonable injury-free season with plenty of goal-
kicking opportunities to score the 224 points
needed to take him to the 1,000 point mark. He
scored 266 points last season, and this year after a
slowish start, Rovers recent scoring burst has
given him an excellent chance of making that
figure. I'll include an updated “Stuart Dickens
1,000 points watch” in_every home programme
until he reaches that milestone.

Only ten players in the history of the club
have ever reached a thousand points, underlining
just what an achievement it would be. The first
player to reach four figures was Jim Denton back
in the early 1930s. It took him a dedicated decade
of points scoring to reach that figure and set the
benchmark for the rest, in an age when rugby
league games saw far less points scored in
general, therefore opportunities were more
limited. The thousand-point club remained very
exclusive, with a membership of just one, until the
late fifties and early sixties when first Don Fox,
then Jackie Fennell, then Terry Clawson all got
there. After that, veteran Cyril Kellett still had
enough petrol in the tank after some
phenomenal scoring exploits at Hull KR to notch
another thousand for his home town team (Cyril is
5th on the sport” all-time scorers list. In the 1970s
Harold Box managed 1,000 points from fullback, a
player who would have scored far more if his
career had not coincided with firstly the end of
Cyril Kellett's career, and then the prime of Steve
Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

Quinn’s. Quinn’s figures of course leave all other
players in the shade, he is 8th just behind Kellett
on rugby league’s all-time list. Since Quinn, Deryck
Fox, the quiet achiever, then Martin Pearson got to
1,000 points, and most recently Jamie Rooney
who achieved the feat in just four seasons of
prolific scoring.
Here’s the full list:
Steve Quinn 2656
Don Fox 1492
Martin Pearson 1338
Jamie Rooney 1247 Terry Clawson 1089
Cyril Kellett 1159 Jack Fennell 1000
For any fans who would like to contribute to
Stuart’s testimonial, an excellent DVD Of the
highlights of the first part of this season has been
put together by Terry Mullaney. There also is a
brochure celebrating Stuart’s contribution to the
club.Both items are available from the club shop.
Stuart Dickens 1000 Points watch: Scored 926
points. Needs 74 points. 12 league fixtures
remaining
Last week’s quiz question: How many players
have scored 1000 points for Featherstone Rovers?
The answer, as above, was ten.
This week’s quiz question: How many players
have received a benefit season for ten years
service to Featherstone Rovers?

Deryck Fox 1145
Jim Denton 1141
Harold Box 1123

NS RAULE

Established 1959

YORKSHIRE’S NO | PALLET DEALER
LaRGE sTocks oF NEw AND Usep PALLETS
On-SiTe REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE
PrasTic & KiLN-DRiep PALLETS
Ackton Hall Industrial Park, Station Lane, Featherstone
Tel/Fax 01977 690070 (6 lines) * Mobile 0788 1756920
Pallets to the People
visit our website at www.caspallets.com
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embroidery
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Personalised
Embroidery and
Heat Applied
Transfers for:

* sportswear
e workwear
* badges
e industrial wear
* corporate wear
* pennants

Unit 6,
Three Lane Ends Business Centre,
Methley Road, Castleford WF10 1PN

tel [fax]: 01977 604660

1 Langdale Drive, Low Ackworth
Pontefract WF7 7PX
%\—J

PEeaAk
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

~ Annual Accounts Preparation
Taxations & VAT

Tel: 01977 614912

Free Initial Consultation

—r

Working to Design
Designs that Work

rI:)p Cat Dcsign Ltd

and the Wakefield Hospices

Wardrobes, Skirtings, Architraves etc.

A Family Run Company — Supporting Featherstone Rovers

Working in partnership with The Prince of Wales

Local Shopfitting and joinery manufactory company

We produce a multitude of items ranging from
Doors, Staircases, Counters, Display Unitary,
Bars and Bespoke joinery items including

in our 15,000 ft workshop and spray booth.

Under 21 with Brian Kellett

Since my last column, we have played
three games. The last one against the
Vikings last Thursday, being by far the
toughest. We have arguably the youngest,
most inexperienced side in the
competition, so we will have done well to
compete with them.

Youth and inexperience, combined with
enthusiasm, were key elements in the
games against Whitehaven and Sheffield
Eagles: particularly against Whitehaven
who are another big, strong experienced
side, who had several first teamers in
action. Predictably we went down 36-6.

Our performance against the Eagles was
much better, and the game was there for
the winning. But we blew it early in the
game through not being mentally switched
on from the start. 24-20 could have, and
should have, been the score the other way
round...a lesson learned.

We've signed another young guy from
Normanton Knights. John Smith has gone
well since he left St Johns and joined us,
and now we welcome Scott Hutton to our
ranks. Scott is a three quarter...an area
in which we need reinforcements, and he
went well against Sheffield, given that he’ll
need time to get used to the pace and
intensity of the game at this level.

I'd like to welcome aboard PRO STAR as
our new kit sponsors. They are a well
known name in Rugby League circles,
and their support is highly valued.

,----—_------\

I Rovers Supporters Club are running
I a coach to York City Knights on
I Sunday 24th June. Bookings and
I deposits are been taken at today’s
I game in the portacabin.Please note
I bookings will only be confirmed on
I payment of a deposit

\---_

HE

Headland Electrics

S,

Unit 28

Normanton Business Park

Normanton

Wakefield

WF6 1QT Tel: 01924 898464/898562

Email: elise @topcatdesign.co.uk

WATER LANE, EGGBOROUGH, GOOLE, EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE DN14 OPN
Telephone: (01977) 661223 Fax: (01977) 661903

“Official Electrical Supplier to Featherstone Rovers”

PREMIER PHILIPS * GOLDSTAR * SAMSUNG * TOSHIBA
CAMCORDER SERVICE SERVICE CENTRE SANYO » SONY » KENWOOD * MITSUBISHI

AUDIO » VIDEO » TV * MICROWAVE / SI I‘ ‘Rl \ SERVICE CENTRE for the following:

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme
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© Fenton

« Finance Ltd.

At FENTON, whether you are a CONSUMER or a BUSINESS USER and whether your application is

straight forward or we need to assist you followir:g previous financial problems, one of our friendly
members of staff will try to provide you with the right solution. Why choose FENTON? Here are just a

few reasons.

We try to provide the right financial solution for you.
We offer individual attention to each application.

We are specialists in all categories of Motor Finance
and are an Independent Finance House with a wide
range of facilities and products.

At FE/\F ON Finance, it doesn't matter if you've had
problems or you have an excellent credit rating - we
will get you the best deal available.

For further details or on-line quotations
visit www.fentonfinance.com or CALL NOW: 0113 204 9000

Fenton Finance Ltd, Wesley House, Huddersfield Road, Birstall, WF17 9EJ
(a wholly owned subsidiary of Continental Cash Collections Ltd)

FOR INNOVATIVE
SIGN SOLUTIONS
USE ...

Northern Branch:

Ackton Hall Enterprise Park
Station Lane, Featherstone
Pontefract, West Yorkshire Surrey

WF7 6EQ
Tel: 01977 793 555
Fax: 01977 793 666
email: info@douglas-signsltd.co.uk
www.douglas-signsltd.co.uk

douglas

working with MCE Installations

Head Office:
114 Down Street
West Molesey

KT8 2TU

Tel: 020 8979 1818
Fax: 020 8979 0348

In the Pontefract and Castleford Express
the other week you may have seen the
FRISA organisation donating the princely
sum of £10,000 to the club for players
contracts. We caught up with the treasurer
of FRISA Stephen Parker at the recent
Celtic game to find out a little more about
the group.

What is F.R.1.S.A?

The Featherstone Rovers Independent
Supporters Association (FRISA) is a
supporter’s fund-raising group that operates
independently from the club itself. It was
formed in 1999 and has had a membership
of around 100 since that time.

What is the aim of FR.I.S.A.?

To generate a fund the club coach can use
for the sole purpose of buying and retaining
players. F.R.I.S.A. Members have total
control of the fund, not the Rovers directors.
Since our formation we have donated in
excess of £80,000 to the club.

How are funds raised?

Mainly from regular monthly donations from
the members together with a significant
donation from the lads who run the Blue
Lagoon Bar. We also have
other fund-raisers such as the
spread and save campaign
run by Richard Taylor (the jam
jar man) and the pledge a try
run by Jon and Sharon
Thatcher. We also
occasionally operate the car
park and run the after match
quiz in the clubhouse.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

How’s the money
spent?

The club’s coach will
approach FRISA §5
asking for money to
support the signing or
retention of a player.
If we have the money
then the coach gets
his man. This year
Dave Hobbs asked
us to help retain |ggad
Stuart Dickens and
lan Tonks at the club.
In the past we have
assisted with retaining and bring such as
Richard Chapman, Michael Rhodes, Mea
David and Brendan O’Meara to the club.

Photo by Mark Ashton

How do I join?

Simply e-mail your details to
sp.fev@btopenworld.com or contact any of
the FRISA committee which currently
consists of Stephen and Susan Parker,
Richard Taylor, Paul Hewes, Dave Handley
and Frank Slater. If you don’t recognise
any of these names simply ask behind the
bar in the clubhouse and they will direct you
to myself.

What if | already donate money in other
ways?

Many people support the rovers in a variety
of ways and supporters should not cancel
their lottery subscription or stop buying
golden gamble tickets or any other fund-
raiser to join FRISA. Simply if you want
increase your support by around £5 a month
to strengthen the team then please join.

How are members kept informed?

We publish a 10/12 page quarterly
newsletter which is posted to each member
and contains full details of all the income
and expenditure. Any member is free to
come and look at the books at any time.

www.featherstonerovers.net
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Thank you for Shopping,
Trading & Booking with us.

We look forward to your
continued custom
in the future.

Your Community Retailer

www.united.coop




The Complete Bathroom

Featherstone Rovers
R.L.EC.
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ith, Jon Whittle, Tommy Haughey, lan Tonks, Richard Blakeway, Steve Dooler, James Ward, Gareth Handford, Brian Kellett.

Jamie Benn, Craig Moss, Chris Ross, Paul Handforth, David Hobbs, Stuart Dickens, Nathan Larvin, Paul Hughes, Andy Speake.

...Carl Hughes, Gavin Swinson, Jamie Field..

Missing from photo......

Welecome to my World with Gareth Handford

| heard that there was a bit of a mix up
on teletext when we played Blackpool
last week. They got me mixed up with
Tiger, and so the score up date kept
saying ‘try Handford, goal Handford’,
and that sort of thing. It must have made
a few people who know me and my
game sit up a bit.

I am a PROP, always have been.
I've never had any ambitions, fantasies,
dreams or whatever to be anything else.
That kind of carry on is for others. My
job is to take the ball in hard and defend.
| wear defences down so that other
people can rack the points up.

Morale is sky high amongst us at
the minute. Ateam that is united and has
good morale is a winning team, but it
works the other way - a team that’s
winning is bound to be flying high as a
group. That's why when things aren’t
going well you need the people who can
give you a lift, who can see the funny
side, who make you feel that things
aren’t so bad after all, and who can
basically act daft.

To my mind, Gavin Swinson is a
super star when it comes to breaking the
ice, or getting people in a good mood,
or seeing the funny side of bad times.
Every team needs a Gavin Swinson.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

Forwards need to share the work,
when a forward gets ‘spelled’ it’s really
important that there is no drop in work
rate and intensity. In the past there might
have been too much expected of Stu
Dickens and lan Tonks. Stu is still an
80 minute forward, but Rovers did need
that extra body up front. That was where
| came in. Now up front we are real force
to be reckoned with, and people like
Tiger can get on with scoring the points.

"Sykes (Purston) Ltd

MANUFACTURED JOINERY¥
& CONTRACTORS

“YORK HOUSE”
" ACKWORTH ROAD,
PURSTON, PONTEFRACT,
WEST YORKSHIRE WF7 5LN
TEL: PONTEFRACT 791922

www.featherstonerovers.net




A Blless fremn the [Pass

with Terry Jones

Featherstone are pipped in thrilling final
By Nigel Askham

Featherstone Rovers .....cccceeeevenennee. 26 Oldham 28

FEATHERSTONE went agonisingly close to pulling off a remarkable recovery in
a truly memorable Second Division Premiership final.

Rovers fans must have been rubbing their eyes
in disbelief as Oldham stormed into a 22-0 lead
on the half hour but their side’s stunning revival
won the admiration of thousands of neutrals in
the 35,000 plus crowd

Featherstone woke prymes
from their first half e
nightmare to turn the tables &
on champions Oldham and |
looked to have pulled off f§
mission impossible when [
Steve Quinn’s fifth goal saw
them take a 26-22 lead with
only ten minutes left.

But the game took a |
cruel twist four minutes
from time when Oldham got
up off the floor to deliver the
knock-out punch. _

Man of the match, |
centre Des Foy, used his
pace to slice through and
winger Kevin Meadows joyfully took his pass
to dive between the posts.

Scraped
Maori centre Charlie McAlister’s conversion
scraped over the bar and that was enough to
snatch the trophy from Rovers’ grasp.
Earlier, Rovers had looked like second
class citizens as Oldham showed the sort of form
which had taken them to the title.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

Paul Hughes was tackled into touch by
Mick Burke inches from the line after a
barnstorming run but Rovers soon began to look
pedestrian in comparison to their slick moving
opponents.

After 13 minutes it
looked all so easy for
® Oldham as Foy finished
off slick handling to
. grab the first of his two
tries.

! McAlister tagged
‘ on the conversion and
four minutes later the
speedy Meadows sent
loose forward Terry
Flanagan dashing for
the line.

: There was no goal
‘ but it hardly seemed
necessary as Oldham
continued to rip holes in
the Rovers defence.

The dashing Foy finished off a glorious
move after a rare slip by Peter Smith on half-
way and Rovers were grasping at thin air again
when stand-off Peter Walsh romped over for the
fourth try. :

McAlister sent both goals between the
posts to add to the humiliation and Rovers must
have wished they were already on their summer
vacation.

www.featherstonerovers.net

Graham Steadman went over for a try
almost apologetically from Dave Sykes’ pass two
minutes before the break and although Quinn
was on target with the first of his sweetly struck
goals there was little indication of what was to
follow.

But, with Rovers substitutes John Cressley
and John Bastian joining the fray soon after the
re-start, Oldham quickly began to look
vulnerable.

Featherstone were unfortunate when
Deryck Fox’s grubber kick hit a post and
narrowly failed to go to hand but the lively
Steadman then re-gathered his own smart kick
for the touchdown which set the ball rolling.

Winger Andy Bannister, only in the side
because of the absence of the injured Chris Bibb,
showed pace and confidence as he finished
superbly from 40 yards after initially it looked
as though he had nowhere to go.

With Quinn adding two more vital goals the
deficit was down to four points and Oldham
appeared to be paying the penalty for their first-
half exertion in the energy sapping heat.

In contrast Rovers found new reserves of
energy and after Hughes was felled inches short

Good passing by Keith Bell, Fox and Karl
Harrison created the opening on the right and
although Paul Lyman looked to have slipped up
by going for line himself he eventually fed the
supporting Sykes for what seemed certain to be
the match winning try.

But heartbreak followed for Rovers as
another defensive lapse was seized on by Foy
to set the seal on a pulsating match which for
sheer excitement must rank as the game of the
season.

Featherstone Rovers 26 Oldham 28
Scorers — Featherstone: tries Steadman (2),
Sykes, Bannister. Goals: Quinn (5)

Oldham: tries Foy(2), Flanagan, Walsh,
Meadows. Goals McAlister (4)

Featherstone — Quinn; Bannister, Sykes, Banks,
Marsh (Crossley); Steadman, D. Fox; Siddall
(Bastian), Bell, Harrison, Hughes, Smith,
Lyman.

Oldham - Burke (Irving); Round, Foy,
McAlister, Meadows, Walsh, Ford; Sherratt
(Warnecke), Sanderson, Waddell, Hawkyard,
Graham, Flanagan.

Referee — Mr R Whitfield (Widnes)
Attendance — 35,252 Half-time — 6-22

by McAlister they forged ahead after 67 minutes.

ST \ WL, A)

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme




D4
X
X
» ¢

-
b 4
~

@

' 0000
4434
RO Spo

ot 44

Dot

p &

—et

Oldham

2006 stats

NL1 Played 18, won O, drawn O, lost 18-
10",

Challenge Cup: round 4.
Northern rail Cup: 3" in group 5

Average attendance: 942-down 330

Paul Ashton: half back. Paul is 27 and started
out at saddleworth ARLFC, before moving to
Halifax, Rochdale,then The Cougars before
joining the Roughyeds.

Geno Costin: Forwards. Geno is a 22 year old
non quota Queenslander and comes to Oldham
via Wynnum Manly and Logan Souths.

Alan Hadcroft: centre. Alan 29, had a long
career with Leigh Centurions, including rep
honours for The National League team that took
on the Kiwis.

Drew Houston: Utility. 23 year old Drew, joins
the Roughyeds after learning his football with
Queensland Norths and New South Wales outfit
Dapto.

Adam Hughes: centre. Adam is from Leeds, but
turned pro, for a brief spell with The Eagles after
starting out with Milford marlins. Adam soon
moved to the Rhinos, then had spells with
wakefield, Halifax and Widnes.

Richard Mervill: prop. Richard turned pro with
Halifax, before moving to Keighley Cougars. He
played in Australia with Dapto, where he met
Drew Houston

Lucas Oryango: wing. 25 year old Lucas played
Rugby Union for Kenya at 7 a side. He had spells
with sale Sharks and Manchester RU, before
joining Oldham via Widnes.

Wes Rogers: prop. Wes is 29 and in his second
spell with Oldham. In between times he has
played for Rochdale and Swinton

Kris Smith: utility. Kris is 28 and has played for
the Rhinos, Salford, London Broncos, and
Halifax. Wes has played in France for Carpentras
and Pia. Wes started out at Ecles ARLFC.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

Tony Tonks: prop. 22 year old Tony, started out
with Normanton Knights, moving on to the
Wildcats Academy, The Bulls coming to Oldham
on loan from Doncaster initially, but now signed
a contract with the Roughyeds.
Chris Baines: second row. Chris is another loan
player who stayed, joining Oldham from
Warrington. Chris is a former Wigan St pats
player.
Andy Crabtree: hooker. Andy signed this year
from Swinton Lions.
lan Hodson: back row. lan took a break from
Rugby in 2006 after getting married. Now he's
back with a new deal.
Simeon Hoyle: hooker. Simeon forms a trio with
Paul Ashton and Richard Mervill who joined
Oldham from the Cougars this year. Simeon
turned pro with Halifax.
Paul O’Connor: full back. Signed from Widnes
after a loan period. Paul is an Ireland and GB
student international.
Neil Roden: half back. Neil came through the
Wigan academy set up. Now back at Oldham
for a second spell having played for Leigh and
Batley in the meant time.
Lee Sanderson: utility. Turned pro with Leigh,
played Super League with the Broncos, and had
stint with Hornets before becoming a Roughyed.
Michael Stout: utility. Played for Warrington and
Widnes Academy, signed for 2007 from Swinton.
Alex Wilkinson: winger. And England Academy
tourist who first played for Royton Tigers. Alex
turned pro with the Bulls, then went on loan to
London. He played for Huddersfield and had a
loan spell with Hull FC.
Andy Gorey: winger. Andy is another former
Royton Tigers player.
John Hough: hooker. 29 year old John has been
with his home town club for ten years in 2008
and has been granted a well earned testimonial.
He joined Warrington from Waterhead ARLFC
before signing for his home town club.
Craig Littler: centre. Craig is 21 years old and
signed this year from saints.
lan Sinfield: second row. lan is in his second
time at Oldham. Meanwhile he has turned out
for Salford, Keighley and Swinton.
www.featherstonerovers.net

They Coached the Rovers with Mark Las Palmas

In many ways
Peter Fox re-
defined modern
rugby league
coaching,and the
impact of his style
and charisma was
felt not only at
Featherstone
Rovers, but across
the whole game.
An abrasive and
forthright
speaker,he began
coaching at
Featherstone at a
time when the power of a first team coach was
limited in that a selection committee chose the
team.Fox was the first man to change that,and put
that power into his own hands. Just as forceful
characters like Brian Clough were beginning to
emerge in football, so Fox and Alex Murphy
brought a new cult of personality to RL coaching.
A keen student of psychology and man
management, Fox put this to good effect on the
teams he managed. He had been a modest player,
very much in the shadow of his two hugely talented
younger brothers Don and Neil, but as a shrewd
tactician, motivator and team builder he proved to
be the brightest of his generation.

Given his later success, it’s hard to believe his
coaching career could have been over before it had
hardly started. His first half season with
Featherstone was a disaster, having taken over mid-
season from Laurie Gant. The team immediately
nose-dived and won only six games of his first 22
in charge. Luckily for him and the club, the board
kept faith with this fiery character and within a
couple of seasons his obvious skills had begun to
bear fruit. Fox inspired awesome loyalty in his
players, a quality which went a long way, giving

[Feathersione Rovers RUFC Official Programeme

Peter Fox: January 1971 — June 1974 (First Spell).

youngsters the self confidence to develop and old
hands the desire to keep going. By the time
Featherstone reached the 1973 Cup final the side
bore the indelible stamp of‘manufactured by Peter
Fox"right through it.

In his first full season in charge Rovers
recovered to finish seventh in the league, and
followed that with a best ever (at the time) finish
of second in 1973, just two points behind league
leaders Warrington. The following season Rovers
dropped back to eighth but enjoyed a Wembley
return to the 1974 Cup final.

Peter Fox was in charge a total of three and a
half seasons, a relatively short time compared to
his predecessors, but his impact was undeniable.
No other coach would remain in the head coach
position for even this modest length of time until
Fox returned in the late eighties. Indeed, the club
embarked on a coaching merry-go-round for much
of the rest of the 1970s and early 1980s.

In May 1974 after a Wembley defeat against
Warrington, Fox quit Featherstone for the first time
and left to coach local rivals Wakefield, where he
had less success. Whilst coach of Bradford during
eight seasons, he brought them two
Championships built on a familiar foundation of ex-
Featherstone players,and coached Great Britain for
just a single series against Australia. He probably
trod on too many officials’ toes to be invited to
remain as national team coach. After a short stint
at Leeds he came back to Featherstone in 1987, a
period to be covered later in this series.

Peter Fox’s coaching record:
70/1:Won 6-Lost 16 (part season only)
71/2:Won 25-Drew 1-Lost 14
72/3:Won 35-Lost 10

73/4:Won 23-Drew 2-Lost 20

Total: Won 89-Drew 3-Lost 60= 59.5%

Next Week: Tommy Smales (the loose forward).

www featherstonaroyers nat
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Tel: 01423 359962

www.marstonbathrooms.co.uk Featherstone Rovers
Clubhouse

Available for all celebrations
at very competitive rates

THE LARGEST SHOWROOM IN OUR AREA
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK « LARGE FREE CAR PARK

PLUS
< >  Banwsiey Roan « Ackwortn « PonterRact | Watch out for
(WMRWOIRY ) £oR ALL YOUR USED CAR NEEDS special functions,
\_ CARCEMTREITY : A THE JUNCTION INN
“_ACKWORTH -~ www.priorycarcentreltd.co.uk p groups, Normanton
——— comedians efe Kvens 5
FULL VALETING SERVICE TO TRADE & PUBLIC Tel: 01924 893021
4x4, MPVY, SALOONS, SPORTS CARS s
& LIGHT COMMERCIALS & IT'S GETTING CLOSER!! )
CARS FROM £500 UPWARDS Bk L) “PARTY ON THE PITCH"
We cater for all your motoring Sl K Saturday 28th July
needs. Finance available, gl ° POP CONCERT ON THE PITCH
subject to status 4 Fantastic Acts
Telephone: 01977 6124 14 Bring your own drinks and food if you prefer
Mobile: 0 7 7 7 5 9 3 0 2 9 O : £20 per ticket — available today in the Clubhouse
Ne WE HAVE CREDIT CARD FACILITIES AVAILABLE W
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C Arrrrer mi little

TODAYS MASCOTS
Kimberley-Danielle Baxter who is 6 tomorrow and Adam Gosney who's nearly 2
are today’s mascots and they both get a FREE home shirt, a certificate, a signed,
framed photo, signed program and vouchers for a McDonald’s Happy Meal with an
Adult Meal for mum or dad as well! Kimberley’s shirt is sponsored by ALN Property
Services and Adam'’s shirt by Top Cat Design Ltd. The mascot at the Blackpool
away game was Chloe Cottingham and Shindigz Party Shop in Pontefract sponsored
her shirt. The mascot at Celtic Crusaders away game was Hannah Willoughby and
her shirt was sponsored by ALN Property Services, so a huge thank you to all our

shirt sponsors.

A HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO..
Harry Potts who was 6 on May 31¢, Alfie Evans who was 5 on June 1%, Megan
Large who was 8 on June 6", Tom Davison who was 13 on June 8", Joshua Elliott
who was 5 on June 8", Alexander Halman who was 5 on June 10" and Benjamin
Bowes who was 6 on June 14" Don't forget to call into the Den for your piece of

birthday cake.
WHAT'S COMING UP...

On Thursday July 26" at the Celtic Crusaders home game we are having another of
our Dress as a Pirate days. We want all you Buccaneers to dress up like pirates for
the game. So get your costumes out and see if you can be the best-dressed pirate
around! Remember we are on the telly that game so if you get dressed up the whole
world may see you. Due to holiday commitments we are sorry to say that the Den
will not be open on July 15, Gateshead at home. Don’t worry about missing out on
your passport stamps as everyone is going to given a stamp, even if they don’t come
to the game! The Den will be open for the Barrow home game on the 22™.

WELL DONEI
Our latest Match Day Draw winners this week are No.77 McKenzie Barlow who wins
the McDonald vouchers, No.11 Lauren Roebuck who wins the Pizza Hut vouchers,
No22 Joe Powell who wins the Cineworld vouchers and No.68 Stephanie Lingard
who wins the Nando’s vouchers. We just about have all the sponsor money collected
and as soon as it is in and counted we will let you know how much we have raised for
charity and our Club. Again, thank you and well done to all of you who took part.

. THANKS TO..
Thanks to all of our business sponsors this season, and they are: - SHINDIGZ of
Pontefract, Blue Lagoon Bar, Nando's @ Wakefield, Cineworld @ Wakefield, ProDec,
ASDA, SCS, McDonalds @ Freeport & Pontefract, Rovers Study/ImpRovers Centre,
ALN Property Services, Top Cat Design Ltd, Pizza Hut @ Freeport, Wakefield
Superbowl, Choose at Home Blinds, and Rovers Travel Club. We really appreciate all
@ir help and we hope you in turn can support them this year.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme
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Join the new Featherstone Rovers Treasure Chest lottery
and not only could you win fantastic daily prizes but also
help support the The Prince of Wales Hospice

and the development of the club too.

The Prince of Wales Hospice cares for people
from the five towns area who are in the advanced
stages of a terminal or life-limiting iliness such
as cancer, motor neurone disease or chronic
heart disease. The hospice can't make its
patients better, but it can make a patients
remaining time the best it possibly can be.

TREASURE
CHEST
GUARANTEES

® 50% of profits
will be paid lo the
specialist medical care helps people experiencing Prince of Wales
traumatic pain, side effects and deep fears about their ‘ Hospice

The hospice's homely atmosphere combined with

future. But they rely on public support to do this. By joining the > £500 dally prize*

lottery you will make a difference to the final days of someone’s life, > £2,500 In prize
weok of the year
£130,000 to be
pald out in the
next 12 months

ALL FOR £1 PER WEEK

*Prize is drawn Mon to Fri,

THE PRINCE OF WALES HOSPICE, HALFPENNY LANE, PONTEFRACT,
WEST YORKSHIRE, WFB 48G. TEL: 01977 708868. REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 514999.
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Stuart DICKENS
Steve DOOLER

Craig BOWER
Dale CARDOZA
Craig CAWTHRAY

Nathan LARVIN

Danny KIRMOND

Gary ELLERY
Jamie FIELD

Scott GLASSELL
Gareth HANDFORD
Tom HAUGHEY

Paul HANDFORTH
lan TONKS

Andy KAIN
James WARD

Jamie BENN
Dean COLTON
Paul HUGHES

Craig MOSS
" Chris ROSS
Andy SPEAKE
Brian SUTTON

Gavin SWINSON

Dale WYNNE

Carl HUGHES
Jon WHITTLE
Loz WILDBORE

James HOUSTON
‘Wayne McHUGH

Richard BLAKEWAY

Player stats for season 2007

STATISTICS
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. . . .in the Community
Learning at Work Day O o 4

(Sponsored by Union Learn CONVERSIONTO LEARNING
and delivered through the GMB’s Conversion to Learning Project)
This took place on Tuesday 22nd May from 10.30 am ‘til 3.30pm

15 people came along to this drop in session and found out where they were with
Literacy and Numeracy. Everyone who participated was entered into a Rovers PRIZE

draw to win an iPOD or a pre-match meal voucher for two with Main Stand tickets
included. The winner of the iPOD was Moira Hughes and the winner of the meal voucher

and tickets was Sheila Davies. Many thanks to all who attended.

Study Rovers Schools VIP Awards

The most recent to benefit under the scheme
this season are:

FJacobean Pub
open
7 Days-a-Week
11.30am to 11.00pm

Pint
or
Glass of Wine
or
Soft Drink

Youcher
Please use this voucher

to redeem a FREE
at
The Jacobean Pub

Photos show
clockwise
Jessica Machin,
Ashleigh Waring,
Amy Hall
and Marc West
with Paul ‘Tiger’
Handforth

Featherstone Technology College
Jessica Machen
Ashley Waring

Kings School Pontefract

Emily Murtough
Amy Hall

Girnhill Lane
Marc West

St Thomas
Scott Thomas
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Bits and Bobs with Bob Fowler

A happy Fathers’ Day to all you exasperated dads. | am sure your children bought you a nice card and present , didn't
they?

The league is beginning to look very intriguing now with any one of five teams capable of winning promotion
outright. This of course, makes for an exciting competition and no doubt will leave an enthralling contest going
throughout the season.Oldham fans must be elated after last season left many loyal fans drained, but like the spirit of
old, they are re-emerging as a main player in this league. It makes the win at Oldham even more significant now and
they have recruited well since then.

The trip to Bridgend left many Rover’s fans drained but what a game, what a contest.That game could have gone
either way, but more importantly to me was the number of Featherstone fans who made that trip.You were a credit to
the club,and it was as always a pleasure to be amongst you. | always find the trip to Celtic’s ground a bit mystifying,you
go to a counter buy your tickets and then enter the main doors. | think perhaps a refreshment kiosk might be an
investment in view of the long distances travelled by fans to get there, but that is something for the Crusaders to deal
with, not us. Who knows ? With a bit of luck neither of the two sides playing today will have to make the journey next
season.

We are getting closer to the home game with Celtic which of course is due to be televised live from the Chris

Moyles Stadium.Followed two days later by the Party onThe Pitch. A lot of hard work has gone into bringing this event
to fruition and our facilities manager, Alan [[FEEE ;

Hunter ,is to be complimented on his heroics in
getting it off the ground. Tickets priced at just
£20 are available from the club office or behind
the bar, and remember you can bring your own
food and drink if you wish.Don‘t delay in getting
your tickets though,as numbers are limited and |
this is not just for Rover’s fans, it is for everyone |
to enjoy. I'm hiring a wig and drainpipes for the |
event and | hope my Zimmer frame lasts the |
nightout. |

Before that, on 19™ July a World Record
attempt will take place on the pitch. Tina
Dransfield of Playing For Success , is hoping to
break the World record for the Haka. | believe
more than three thousand children, teachers
and old fogies like me will take part. | hope to
have more details a little later, but put the date
in your diaries and come along to see a splendid
initiative take place. Good luck to all concerned
and itreally does go to show the lengths the club
have gone to raise the profile within the
community. Kevin Hobbs is doing an excellent
job with local school children, and | know from
children at the school in my locality, how much
the children enjoy his visits.

We travel to York next Sunday, the
Huntingdon stadium is easy to reach by road. ||
Follow the A 64 until you reach the end of the |
bypass and then turn first left towards
Huntingdon, first exit at the next traffic island,
then second exit at the next. When you reach
Asda on your right then take the next left into
the ground. It is signed Huntingdon Stadium.
Let's make a noise for the lads.
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ON A CAREER

SUPPORTING ADULTS

WITH LEARNING
ABILITES

Contact us on:

y
7

and ask for an application pack.

Head Office: Millennium House, Station Lane,
Featherstone, Pontefract WF7 5BA

www.mcare.info
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& Unfurnished |
Competitive Rents
West Yorkshire

South Yorkshire ’ :
p ; The Studio, Harris Court, Albert Street
rofessional

Friendly Service | Featherstone WF7 5EX
All sizes of \ /

Accommodation \
\ 0771 3637066 (Mobile) /

including:
Investment Properties

Property Acquisitions
Finding a Tenant
Rental Valuations

Full Vetting Services
Maintenance Packages

P i h Available /
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MINI BUS & COACH HIRE

8,11, 14 & 16 Seater Mini Buses and

33 & 49 Seater Coaches For Hire
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* Professional & Reliable

10 Grange View
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PROPERTY SERVICES
(ACKWORTH)
Services Include . . ..
e  New Build

e Home Improvements

e Insurance Work
e Fitted Kitchens
e All Aspects of Joinery

e PVYCU Windows & Conservatories

21 Garden Street, Ackworth, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF7 7BB
Tel / Fax: 01977 614993 Mobile: 0792 9222315
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GEORGE ORR knows the score

2004 hadn’t been a bad season for
Rovers.

Apart from developing the habit of
losing to York City Knights every two
minutes, Rovers had put in some big
performances, but ran out of steam-
coming from fifth place. Afinal eliminator
against Whitehaven was just that bit too
much to ask.

There seemed no reason, on the
surface that is, that Rovers shouldn’t
carry on from where they left off. The
player budget was bigger, Gary Price
had another year under his belt, and it
looked like all systems go.

Revenge was taken against York,
and a creditable performance in defeat,
along with a pair of wins against the
Hawks gave no hint of what was to
come: the beginning of the dismantling
of Rovers’ season with its associated
relegation. Rovers didn’t even lose the
game that started it all. It was a 20-20
draw.

The opposition was Oldham.

It was a night time game, and the
Roughyeds had nothing going for them.
They'd had big defeats against Swinton
and Rochdale, and beaten Shariston

Rovers - not all that comfortably - at
Featherstone in the Challenge Cup.
Oldham were coached by Gary
Mercer at the time. There was dispute
over the suitability of Oldham's away

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Programme

strip and they took to the field wearing a
Rovers’ outfit. The injury situation was
so bad that they had players on the
bench who couldn’t take the field.

The Roughyeds should have been
mauled, but they weren’t. The bond
between Mercer and his players was
plain to see as the team returned to the
dressing rooms at half time, and after
the final hooter with a point very much
won for them, and much more-especially
considering the rest of the season went,
than a point lost for Rovers.

There were so many lessons to
learn from that game: A team is more
than the sum of its component parts.
Expectation has no part in a rugby
league game The most important game
is not necessarily the game that clinches
a championship, wins a trophy, puts a
local rival to the sword, or avoids
relegation.

David Hobbs was Gary Mercer’s
assistant that night, and you can be sure
that the significance of the
whole dynamic of that
game two years ago won't
have been lost on him as
we take on an Oldham
team very much on the up.

W
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JAMIE BENN PAUL HANDFORTH CHRIS ROSS
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
K 4 KUTS Nigel Holt Malcolm &
Janet Hawes
RICHARD TOMMY HAUGHEY ANDY SPEAK
BLAKEWAY Sponsored by Sponsored by
Sponsored by Maureen Steve Wagner
New Inn Tennant-King
Churwell
CRAIG BOWER JAMES HOUSTON GAVIN SWINSON
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Bob & Irene Richard Taylor Charlie Watson
Crowther ProDec
DALE CARDOZA CARL HUGHES IAN TONKS
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Dave & Jackie BLUE LAGOON The Victoria Club,
Lindley oole Supporters
Eborprint Club
STUART DICKENS PAUL HUGHES JAMES WARD
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Susan & Lorrain & Gary Pontefract
Stephen Parker Crumpton Autospares
STEVE DOOLER DANNY KIRMOND JON WHITTLE
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
s Margaret Anne & Stan Doug & Barbara
'{hr N Isherwood Dyer Wilford
‘s Purston Post Office
GARY ELLERY NATHAN LARVIN DEAN COLTON
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Debbie & Bryan & Chris B.L. & V. Lumb
Howard Lawton Taylor 3
JAMIE FIELD WAYNE McHUGH BLUEBEARD
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
New Inn Sue Hartshorne Isle of Wight
Churwell ; & ) Supporters Club
Lucy Hamshaw
GARETH [N, I Come and meet
HANDFORD SCOT i CLASSELLE \ f syt
Sponsored by &3 the Clubhouse
The Lycett after the match
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Wakefield MDC

- u —_—
Orifyouworkin  FNgon
the health sector L

call 01924 212335



NORTHERN
RAILCUP |

Rovers, Raiders and

Roughyeds. It's amazing

who you bump into
on the train.

Official Rail Partner of Rugby League

Whoever you support, Britain's largest
train operator can give you just the
result you're looking for.

www.northernrail.org/rugbyleague

@® northern

NOT many Leigh Centurions supporters
would have believed you, if a couple of months
ago you'd said they would be winning at
Whitehaven to put pressure on the top three
in Co-operative NL1.

During their Northern Rail Cup campaign,
the Centurions lost twice to NL2 side Celtic
Crusaders to place their qualification in doubt.
But since then, there have been steady signs
of recovery week-on-week under football
manager Darren Shaw.

The Centurions came close to toppling
title favourites Castleford at Hilton Park, and
had managed to accumulate four league wins
by the time they travelled north to Whitehaven
on Sunday.

It was at the Recreation Ground where
Leigh really announced that they are back as
a genuine NL1 force. Despite missing several
players through injury, and with a host of
inexperienced youngsters in their team,
Shaw'’s side recorded a hugely impressive 28-
12 win.

As anyone involved in the National
Leagues will know, not many teams visit
Whitehaven and come away with the league
points.

But Leigh did it in some style, and with
several home-grown players having a big say
in the win. They fielded an incredibly youthful
pack that got the better of their more
experienced Whitehaven opponents.

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

The win moved the Centurions up to
within two points of third placed Haven, and
shows that they can no longer be
underestimated.

This weekend they travel to Dewsbury for
the third time this year - they drew them there
in both the NRC and the Carnegie Challenge
Cup - for what should be a fascinating game.

With Halifax showing signs of genuine
progression - they won 58-8 away at Batley
last Sunday - perhaps the top three of Widnes,
Castleford and Whitehaven won’t have it all
their own way between now and the end of
the season.

The way Shaw has turned matters around
should also act as a spur to a handful of
coaches under pressure elsewhere at present.

The race for top spot in NL2 is also hotting
up nicely as well, with just four points
separating first place from fifth, where in-form
Oldham continue to impress and have games
in hand on everyone above them.

And with Celtic Crusaders showing a

number of games on S4C, there is much to
be positive about, even if some crowds
continue to be disappointing.
The pick of the games this weekend sees
Featherstone host Oldham, so watch out for
a few more twists and turns in an intriguing
competition.

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 [aa--Ld. |—] ||
--OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughyleague.com




