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match officials

REFEREE: Mr J Child. TOUCH JUDGES: G Jones, J Farrell
4TH OFFICIAL: S Kilpatrick.

SUNDAY 20 MAY 2007 » K.0. 3.00pm

SJUGHYEDS

FROM BRISBANE TO aoumi.y PARK
: A
:

(see page 12)

Price £2.50
V BARROW

SUNDAY, 20TH MAY 2007
K.0. 3.00PM
BOUNDARY PARK

MAIN SPONSORS

THE WILLIAM
QUINN GROUP

Official Kit Supplier

IMPACT RUGBY

(picture by Oldham EveningH
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The bucket collection at Sedgley Park during
the Harlequins game raised £138:41p for

Breakthrough Breast Cancer

Trans-Penine Cup

Finafists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 228 - Jan 1998 - Sep 2006
CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 15t 2001 2t Huntington Stadum

v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28 2001 RLCC 3nd Rnd a Boundary Park

The views expressed in this matchday magazine d

of the management and staff of Oidham RLF

CLUB
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The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League
Football Club (1997) Limited

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton,
Oldham OL9 9EF

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
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Bill Quinn
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Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead
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Christopher Hamilton
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Steve Deakin
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Phil Hayward
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David Lord
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KIT MAN
Paul Hulbert
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John McAndrew
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Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Arthur Lees 1891-1907
Joe Ferguson 1899-1923
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Jack Read 1925-40
Fred Ashworth 1926-39
Alex Givvons 1933-42, 1949
Harry Ogden 1940-56
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
Sid Little OBE 1951-59
John Etty 1954-59
Derek Turner 1955-59
Kevin Taylor 1962-77
Mike Elliott 1962-79
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Terry Flanagan 1979-89
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

We would like 1o express our thanks to the

Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications
Ltd, Phil Burdge and all ¢ d for the use

of photographs. (www.digisport.co.uk)

www.roughyeds.co.uk




Our visitors today Barrow
are flying high and have
made their intentions for this
season clear in that they
want promotion and have
backed that up with the
signing of some quality players. Having had a
good start to the season they will come today full
of optimism.

Last Sunday's game was a big disappointment
from a crowd point of view. After the performance
against Celtic Crusaders the week before | would
have expected a bigger turnout than the 559 who
made the effort to go to Sedgley Park.

It is an inconvenience for all of us to have to play
games out of town and the change of kick off time
was made not to inconvenience supporters but to
try and accommodate what they may have wanted
to do on a big day for sport.

The team put in a massive effort which was
perhaps overshadowed by the scoreline reached
by Harlequins who were ruthless in their
performance on the day. He did not do justice to
the work put in by the lads particularly given the
injuries we suffered which left us with no
substitutes after about five minutes of the second
half.

Couple that with the fact that we made no money
to speak of on the day and you can take it from me
that we have had better days.

At least, as the saying goes, we can now
concentrate on the league!

s Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk

Today sees us play our final game at Boundary
Park for two months.

Hopefully by the time you are reading these notes
we will have further strengthened the squad by at
least a couple of players which, with the injuries we
picked up last weekend, will make a big difference.
The value of a large squad is never more proven
than when a team picks up several injuries at once
and last Sunday was incredible in that respect.

The last few weeks have also seen several clubs
hit financial difficulties and it brings home just what
we as a club went through recently - the only
difference being that we did the honourable thing
and repaid our debts in full. | hope that the RFL will
take into account such things when deciding what
sanctions, if any, are to be taken against those
clubs.

Once again it shows how fragile the financial
position of clubs can be and if you were to
undertake a review of clubs in the game there
would be very few - Super League included - who
have not encountered problems of one kind or
another over the past five or six years.

That again illustrates just how vital your support
each week is and hopefully there will be more
people at the game today to show their support for
the club.

Please get behind the lads today and help cheer
them on to what can hopefully be a vital three
points.

Enjoy the game

Cwis

Adamsons

s CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor

Oldham OL4 1JG MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -«

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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the players.

We are in a good vein of form at the moment
and despite the scoreline against Harlequins
last week there were lots of positives to take out
of the game --- particularly the way we defended
and made them have to work very hard for their
opportunities. | felt our fitness levels were
outstanding and that was the reason we were
able to go toe-to-toe with them for so long.

The outcome of today's game will not determine
a favourite for promotion as there are too many
games left and anything can happen between
now and September. But certainly, as in
previous games, it is a great opportunity for us
to progress and, at the same time, integrate
new players in to our systems.

One of the outcomes of the Challenge Cup
game last week was the loss of five players and

Welcomie to Boundary Park for today's ga

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop. Shaw,
Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth, Mossley,
Ashton-U-Lyne, Wakefield, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

me. This is the last

match of what has been a very tough month for everyone
concerned. It has certainly been very trying and demanding on

if we are going to pose a threat at the business
end of the season - ie, the play-offs --- then we
need a squad commensurate with that
standing.

At the risk of repeating myself our support -—
particularly in Bridgend, when a massive effort
was needed in terms of taking time off work and
distance continues to be
outstanding. | cannot over-emphasise the need
for this to continue.

travelled ---

Things don't always go according to our wishes
and our efforts to get back up to National
League One won't hinge on the outcome of any
particular game.

But the consistency of support has reflected the
consistency of performance by the players and
together we are forming a group dynamic that is
taking this club forward and upward.

Please do not be afraid of making yourselves
known to the players and mixing with them after
the game, but respect their efforts as they
respect yours.

Enjoy the game,
Deaks

Hw lm.’c‘:)ln.

Official Suppliers of sports medical
products to the Roughyeds

Kit out your club, school, clinic or
fitness centre with the very latest in
sports medical care

To contact us, either drop into our
Oldham office, (individual purchases
welcome) or call us on 0161 633 5533
or log on to www.fit4sportltd.com

Fit4Sport Ltd, Unit 2 Milking Green, Hartshead Street,
Lees, Oldham, OL4 SEE

ann’s
furnishers

112/114 Yorkshire Street, Oldham

Fantastic e of
Fireside, Manual
and Lift and Rise

®
Beech-effect

Wardrobes ...
choose hinged, »
folding '(::’:ldlng doors g

Tel: 0161 624 1779

www.mannsfurnishers.co.uk

m ———— m Easy access for the disabled
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CLAYDON

SO LICGITOR'S since 1798

John Armstrong, Clerk OF The Peace, Oldham and Lancashive rughy player, early
pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whitticker and Ogden
forerunners to today’s Oldhum RLFC solicitors Wrigley Claydon

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
FAx 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811

SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER.J

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club's supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception 1o ctaim yout free day pass at Batter Health Club. One Sdvert per person

‘Wes R

Wes Rogers

WE went in to the Harlequins game with
confidence following the Celtic Crusaders win last
week and though we didn't expect to win we
thought we could give a good account of
ourselves.

I think we did that, especially with the injuries we
had to cope with. My knee went early on — |
heard a popping noise and it gave way. Hopefully
it is not as bad as | think could be, though I'l just
have to give it some rest for now.

Said Tamghart came off two minutes after coming
on, Geno Costin couldn't return to the field and
there was Chris Baines as well. The boys,
especially the forwards, deserve a pat on the back
for their efforts. Jason Boults did a full 80 minutes
and Richard Menvill played for just under an hour

It was a good performance, we did alright in the
circumstances and it is out of the way now
Barrow is a massive game for us and, injurie
aside, we can call on the three lads who wer
cup-tied for the Harlequins match. It should giv
us a boost.

® »

)

CAPTAIN’S LOG

with Wes Rogers

ers' column, reproduced from the
Oldham Evening Chronicle'

They have been throwing money at quality players
like Michael Smith and Pat Weisner. Smith is a
proven Super League player who I've come up
against before — he's a big handful and we will
need to work on him, as he's perhaps not the
fittest. Deaks will be pinpointing the weaknesses
we can try to exploit this week.

Itis a big test but if we can win it puts us in the top
grouping in the National League Two table and
takes us away from the mid-table sides a little bit.

Looking back at our time in Wales, the whole
weekend was great and the lads did themselves
and the club proud. There was disruption on the
way down with the journey taking six hours and
Kris Smith having to pull out shortly before the
game. But if you look at the fact that we didnt
conceded a single penalty and had such a high
completion rate, it was a near-perfect
performance.

I had a good chat with Bill Quinn on that weekend
and was impressed by his plans. He's not here for
alaugh and joke, that's for sure. He wants the club
o be back in the top league. If you look at the
talent on show at the weekend we had an Oldham
lad in Joe Walsh playing against us for Harlequins
and there was young Eamonn O'Carroll playing
for Wigan as well to name but two.

There's a lot of talent in the town and hopefully in
the years to come we can tap into it. I'd also like to
take the chance to congratulate Waterhead and
Saddleworth on gaining promotion.

| was down at the game between the two recently
and there was a good atmosphere there which
was good to see. They are both going in the right
direction and it will be great having so many
derbies next year, with Oldham St Anne's involved
as well




with Geoff Cooke
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How easy it is to over-reach
yourself in the world of
professional sport. Every year
someone somewhere puts the
future of their club in jeopardy.

Oldham Athletic prior to the arrival of the three amigos' and
Oldham R.L.F.C. before 1997 are pertinent local examples of this
Last year in the world of rugby league it was Halifax flying the
distress signals until Howard Posner returned to take over the reins
once again. And, given the awful examples of Leeds United and
Boston United (who actually went into administration at half time in their
final match to ensure the mandatory ten point penalty was imposed on
this season's record rather than nex!t) how praiseworthy was the
determination of Chris Hamillon and Sean Whitehead not to go down that
path but to meet their obligations in full?

Now, half way through the season it's Doncaster Lakers who find themselves
teetering on the brink. A new stadium and full time playing staff has not brought
the support in either backers, sponsors or paying spectators that Chairman John
Wright expected. Conlracts have been torn up, players jettisoned and court action
taken. The Lakers stand on the brink of extinction,

Surely this cannot be to the benefit of the game? For years R.L.H.Q.has tried to
exert a measure of control over club finances to ensure this scenario is not played
out on a regular basis. Clubs, of course, are only interested in their own immediate
aims and are understandably reluctant to divulge too much information on their plans
and structures. Nevertheless for the health of the game as a whole a proper measure
of co-operation with Red Hall to prevent this annual instability has to be achieved.

BUT, at the same time Super League has to come clean aboul its future plans. If the

desired objective of a franchise system and possible expansion is merely lo
accommodate a club in South Wales and a second French outfit what chance the likes
of Doncaster, Halifax, Widnes, Leigh, Whitehaven or even, longer term, Oldham ever
attaining Super League status? Because, if the door is going to be shut to ambitious N.L
clubs they might as well channel their energies in an altogether different direction.

Has the move to full time referees been a success? Judging by recent events, especially
at the Millennium Stadium, the answer must be no. To have lost a quality referee like Karl
Kirkpatrick who refused full time status and was therfore refused appointments to Super
League games, was foolish in the extreme. And is, for example, (with no personal criticism
intended) Steve Ganson a fitter and better decision maker for being full time?

However, what is clear is that communication with an assessor or video referee in stand or
studio needs to be banned - as | understand it is supposed to be at the moment. It's hard
enough trying to concentrate with players and coaches constantly trying to gain an
advantage on the field without being distracted by someone whispering in your ear. At the
moment the evidence is that refereeing standards are not improving which is a tragedy for
the game.

Yet, at the same time, an odd outstanding performance shines through such as Gareth
Hewer's handling of the Celtic Crusaders V Oidham match at Bridgend. !

Of course, if players insist on breaking the laws of the game, a referee has to take action
but there is a fine balance between being over-zealous (easy for an up and coming
referee eager to please an assessor sat in the st d being lax. The game can't
proceed without the referee and his touch judges but the age old truism still applies that
the best referee is always the one you notice least

Sports Injury?

Capio Oaklands Hospital is a leading private hospital situated in Salford, Greater Manchester
offering a range of treatments for Pain Relief, Physiotherapy and Sports Injuries.

Conveniently situated for the A580 and the M602, other treatments available include:

* Cosmetic Dentistry « Cosmetic Surgery + Dermatology * Ear, Nose & Throat Surgery
* Gastro-Enterology + General Surgery « Maxillo-facial Surgery * Orthopaedic Surgery
* Ophthalmic Surgery + Podiatry * Urology * Vascular Surgery

« X-ray, MRl and Ultrasound

For more information please call 0161 787 3461 or visit www.capio.co.uk
& Capio Oaklands Hospital Lo
Salfor:
| l | Manc'?esler. M6 8AQ




halstead’s choice

by ROGER HALSTEAD

GENO --- BORN TO BE A LEAGUE PLAYER BUT
TWICE TOLD: 'YOU CAN'T PLAY HERE SON'

Sporting snubs for a genuine Guardian Angel

WITH a name like Christopher Gene Terence Costin, the
all-action forward known to Oldham fans as simply '‘Geno'
was born to be a rugby league player.
Born in sunny Brisbane, capital city of Australia's
Sunshine State on March 15, 1984, he was named after
Kangaroos Test star Gene Miles and Wynnum-Manly
favourite Terry Butler. Brisbane Broncos were still just a
distant dream in the mindset of thousands of
Queenslanders.
In those days super stars like centre Miles and the King
of Queensland rugby league, Wally Lewis, played for
Wynnum -- and in the year Geno entered this world, born
of parents Bob and Diane, Wynnum won the premiership.
There was cause for double celebration in the Costin
household and it was to link the two events that Bob and
Diane called the youngest of their three children
Christopher Gene Terence.
The Costins were league lovers and Wynnum fanatics,
although Dad played soccer for Queensland and enjoyed
an all-round interest in sport to such an extent that even
now, aged 61, he plays golden-oldies rugby union
whenever opportunity knocks.
Mr and Mrs Costin were here in England from mid-March
until a few days ago and even though he was on holiday
12,000 miles from home Bob couldn't resist the
temptation to turn out for a Northwich-based golden-
oldies RU side called the Full Montys.
He has now played golden-oldies union in Australia, New
Zealand, the UK, France and Argentina. Is it any wonder,
then, that Geno got the wanderlust like his father and
inherited a deep passion for the oval-ball game.
Brother Robert was eight years old and already tossing a
rugby ball around when Geno made his entry. Sister
Anita was ten.
“Yep, | was the baby all right, and by a country mile too,"
mused Geno. "We just grew into rugby. It was what all the
young lads did back home then. We lived just across the
road from the Wynnum club and at my first school,
Guardian Angels, we all played.”
Little did he know then that at his next school, lona
* College, he had to play rugby union --- or nothing.
Whoever said the ‘class' system didn't exist in Australia?
Here were we Brits thinking rugby league was banned
only by the old Vichy Goverment in France and by some
of our "posh" schools and colleges in upper-crust
England when along comes an all-Australian boy to kill
that myth once and for all.
Said Geno: "Many believed lona College to be the best
school around. It was a private school in a poor area.
Mum and Dad had to pay for me because they thought
that's where | would get the best all-round education. It
was good, and it was the cheapest private school in the
whole of Queensland.
"But league was not on the curriculum --- only ‘rugby'.
League was played in the public (state) schools, but in
the private sector it was 'rugby’ or nothing. It was made
perfectly clear to you, too, that you had to be committed
to the school and its rules and you were expected to do
your best for the school at any sport you were good at.
“League, of course, wasn't one of them so Mark Ogden
and | - we were friends from back then ---played no
league at all from the age of 13 to 17.

"As luck would have it my best friend's father was
manager of one of the colts teams at Wynnum and as
soon as | left lona College | got a chance to fulfil an
ambition by joining my local league club.”

Geno played under-19s league at Wynnum for two years
before graduating to ‘A’ grade in the Queensland Cup.
Like his father, his passion was for sport and at the end of
2004 he got full-time paid work as a development officer
for Queensland Rugby (the Union variety). A condition of
his employment was that he didn't play league --- for the
second time in his young life Geno had come up against
sporting barriers.

‘I didn't play league at all in 2005. By 2006 | was
desperate to play league again, so | told my employers
that if | couldn't play the sport of my choice | would look
for another job. They compromised and said | could play
league, but not in the area in which | worked as one of
their development officers.”

Geno was determined he was going to play, so he moved
half an hour's drive down the coast to play for Souths
Logan in order to do his own thing but to keep his full-
time job in the other code of rugby.

In his third game for Logan he dislocated a finger. Nine
weeks later, during which time he had continued to play,
he had to see a specialist who ordered an operation.

He was ruled out of the last eight games of that season,
and it was while he was a passenger on the touchlines
that he decided to fulfil a dream and do all in his power
to get fixed up with a club in England.

“| didn't know anything about the English game outside
Super League," he said, "and | hadn't a clue where |
wanted to go. | sent a lot of clubs a lot of emails and it
looked as though Carl Briggs was going to take me to
Gateshead when he went over as coach.

“He withdrew, however, and then got in touch with
Oldham and with Deaks to say he had two young
Australians who would do a job for him.

"Both Mark and | signed within a fortnight. As you know |
was led to believe | would be exempt from the quota
because my grandad was English. He was from Sussex.
That turned out to be not the case."

The repercussions of that have been well documented
publicly over the past few weeks and Geno now wishes
to put that episode behind him and to concentrate on
making the most of the long league season that stretches
ahead.

His return to the side at Blackpool, after a seven-week
lay-off with a shoulder injury sustained at Dewsbury, was
welcomed and acclaimed by fans who had missed his
strong and straight running and his insatiable appetite for
work on defence.

For his part, Geno is looking forward immensely to
playing on firmer grounds after being introduced to rugby
league in England in the wet, cold months of February
and March

He also believes that Roughyeds can make an impact in
Co-Operative NL2, while being fully aware of the
challenge from other fancied teams, particularly Ceitic
Crusaders, several of whose players from Down Under
he knows well

He said: "I think the pitches in England have a big part to
play in how a team performs on any given day. They

seem to vary considerably in size and in surface condition.
Playing on Boundary Park, for instance, is vastly different to
playing at Dewsbury, just to use that as an example.

“I've found the soccer pitches seem to cope with the wet
weather better than some of the traditional rugby grounds.
‘Dimensions vary a lot as well -- and they are also different-
to the size of the grounds we are used to playing on in
Australia. A 40-20 back home, for example, has to be a
much longer kick than most of the 40-20s we see here.
“From the footballing point of view, the game here tends to
be a little bit more physical and | think it's fair to say it
perhaps has a little bit more one-out football, Perhaps that's
a result of the wet, cold conditions that prevail in the early
part of the English season.

"There is a big emphasis in the English game on set
completion and when you also take into account cold, wet
conditions and sometimes tricky conditions underfoot | think
it tends 10 produce more one-out football. It's inevitable,
perhaps, that it should happen that way.

“The spin-off from this results in more ‘collision’. Generally
speaking | think tackling techniques are perhaps a little bit
better back home --- they're certainly different --- and | think
its a combination of all these factors that seems to make the
game here more physical
‘I hope people don't see this as a criticism. It certainly isn'
that. But you asked what differences | found in the game
here and the game back home and that's how | see it.

"But the summer stretches ahead of us now and the warmer,
drier weather and firmer pitches might make a difference to
how teams play. | think we saw a sign of that in our game at
Blackpool on a hot, sunny afternoon.”

Geno, as popular a figure off the field as he is on it, is often
asked which position in the pack he prefers -- prop or
second-row.

"I see myself mainly as a front-rower," he said, "but | have to
admit there are times when | fancy the idea of playing wider
out. To be honest it is difficult to say which | prefer.

"l love to test myself up front against teams with good props.

Featherstone looked to have some good props and | was
really disappointed not to get a go at them. On the other
hand | do like a bit of variety and you can get that playing in
the second row."

Geno's role models, perhaps significantly, are both front-
rowers. It goes without saying they will be Queenslanders,
and they don't come much better than Shane Webcke and

Danny Nutley.

"Webcke was everybody's hero in my part of the world," said
Geno. "A great player, a good guy and with such a great
attitude and dedication to the sport that he was a role model
for everyone.

"As for Nutley, | have the greatest admiration for him
because he made it in the front-row when, really, he had no
right to. He doesn't have the build for the job, but he is a
fantastic front-rower and that says a lot about the man."
Turning to more pressing matters here in the Roughyeds
camp, Geno believes Celtic Crusaders will be the team to
beat (this piece was written before Steve Deakin's men went
into battle at Brewery Field a fortnight ago) and he should
know what he is talking about, given that he has played
alongside and against several of the Welsh club's Aussie
contingent.

He has played in the same team as Damien Quinn and Jace
Van Dijk and has opposed Mark Dalle Cort and Darren
Mapp.

"l have played against teams coached by John Dixon," said
Geno, "and they are very well coached. They are disciplined,
they execute well and they are good around the rucks: |
think they will definitely be the team to beat as the season
unfolds."

The next four months will determine Geno's mid-term future
"I want to see how | go through the rest of this season,” he
said. "l would like to stay in England for 2008, but | think the
time to weigh things up and make decisions will be the end
of the year. It's too early to say right now."

Going off what we have seen so far of the lkeabie
Queenslander, Roughyeds fans will be hoping he sticks
around for a long time yet.
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St Helens R to 1996

The front page of the Oldham Evening Chronicle on
Monday 16th March revealed startling news to those sports
fans that hadn't been to the Oldham v St Helens Challenge
Cup game at Watersheddings the day before. Evidently,
almost 9,000 fans - the club's biggest crowd for six years -
had already paid at the turnstiles when someone unlocked
the double gates at the scoreboard corner resulting in
hundreds of fans surging through. Mid-way through the first
half a barrier at the Watersheddings end crashed. It was
little short of a miracle that a disaster didn't ensue. Police
had been brought in to sort out scuffles between the two
sets of fans prior to the game and afterwards there was a
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Mike Critchley, a life-long St Helens fan and who
reports on the club for the St Helens Star has just this
week launched his new book THE PATIENCE OF A
SAINT within which he recalls and reflects on a series
of Saints' matches played between 1978 and the start
of the Super League in 1997, one of which is the
Oldham cup-tie. He says:

Oldham 5 St Helens 6, 15 March 1981
Challenge Cup Round 3

When you saw David Oxley'’s fixed grin and polo neck”
on Monday’s Look North it could only mean one thing
- “gentiemen, the draw”.

Oxley was a seemingly strange figurehead for rugby
league. Although born in the game's heartlands in Hull,
he came across as a bit of a toff. However, you can't
knock his record because Oxley was at the helm when
rugby league dragged itself up from its bootstraps,
particularly with a sponsorship drive that boosted the
game's coffers. His strategy gave the sport, which had
struggled to come to terms with the decline in
attendances in the early 1970s, a lifeline. Sponsors
were lined up for the championship and most notably
the Challenge Cup - which was backed then by
tobacco company State Express.

With league leaders Warrington, cup kings Widnes and
holders Hull KR in the black velvet bag for the last eight it
was music to our ears to hear: “Oldham... will play...
(shuffie, rattie) ...number 22... St Helens." Saints looked
odds on for another semi appearance - and a step closer
towards the holy grail of a trip to Wembley.

We went to Oldham with a real spring in our step, and the
town was beginning to whisper Wembley again. In fact it
was more than a murmur when we got to the centre of the
mill town, all you could hear was Saints fans, including a
load of likely lads, singing “Wem-ba-lee, Wem-ba-lee,
Wem-ba-lee!" to the tune of “Here we go”.
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The rickety old Watersheddings ground, surrounded by
four old fashioned wooden stands, was jam packed to the
rafters with more than 9,000 on. You could barely move to
locate your mates so it was just a case of trying to find a
cluster of Saints fans and squeezing in. It was a cracking
atmosphere nonetheless. Once again it was close, with
only a Peter Glynn drop-goal separating the sides at half-
time and at the end. We won by the odd point in 11 - but
that closeness added to the elation at the final whistle.
There was also a little bit of scuffling — with an older lad from
our school running down the side street waving a police
cone round his head shouting “Come and get it you
Oldharn b!ttitll!"

The yobs were a mixture of new romantics and casuals with
the more fashion conscious having wedge haircuts,
wearing Kickers on their feet and being very fussy about not
getting their Pringle jerseys pulled out of shape.

As our convoy was leaving the town a mob of Oldham
knuckleheads lurked on the traffic island, each of them with
a couple of half bricks in their hands, waiting to pelt our
coaches. You could see it coming, but the members of the
coach in front had other ideas. A gang, led by a lad still
gamely wearing an out-of-fashion Mohican haircut and a
studded leather jacket with Adam and the Ants
emblazoned across it, piled off, scattering the assembled
Oldham yobs from their vantage point. It allowed the rest of
the coaches a safe passage out without a single brick
finding a target. Even those on the Supporters Club coach,
who didn't condone that sort of behaviour, looked grateful.
In fact our coach, full of family men and women, were
cheering. One perfectly respectable bloke declared with a
chuckle, “We even won the fight an’ all!”

Unluckily for our saviours, their bus driver decided he
wanted to be out of town ASAP and pulled away before the
conquering heroes returned, leaving them stranded.

Bricking coaches was normally more a threat than a reality,
Supporters Club committee members like Enid and Jenny
helped matters a lot by making sure it was a calm trip
home, insisting on scarves being taken down from
windows. It seemed a pointless exercise, because
everyone knew who we were. It is not as if Featherstone
and Warrington were suddenly holiday destinations
attracting buses of tourists.

There had, however, been a case at Oldham a couple of
years previously when one fan had decided to drop his
trousers and pull a moony at the home yobs. Unfortunately
for him a brick took the back window out and the young
bloke spent the entire journey home picking lumps of glass
out of his backside. Whether the lad dared to go and see
Sister Duffy at Providence Hospital to get his injury cleaned
up is another matter. How would he explain after dropping
his trousers to the no-nonsense nurse? “it is like this
Sister..." The Prov, which was the town centre, shut down
in 1981 despite a massive campaign and fundraising to
keep it open. Irish nurse Duffy had etched more than a few

of her own lines in the town'’s folklore — people still talk
about her fondly today.

For the record Oldham's Welsh international prop Gareth
Owen opened the scoring with a try in the 14th minute
converted by Eric Fitzsimmons. Saints hit back four
minutes later with a converted Liptrot try and the result
sealed early in the game by a Peter Glynn drop goal on the
half hour. Oldham'’s star man was second-row forward Alan
Platt, who, according to the match report, played himself to
a standstill. Saints coach Kel Coslett said “It was a fabulous
advertisement for Rugby League and a tie that could have
gone either way right up to the hooter”.

Oldham: Caffery, Munro, Hunter, Parrish, Fitzsimmons,
O'Neill, Kirwan, Owen, Martland, Haris, Mordell, Platt,
Flanagan. Subs, Herbert for Mordell.

St Helens: Griffiths, Jones, Arkwright, Parks, Mathias,
Glynn, Peters, James, Liptrot, Hope, Chisnall, Nicholls,
Pinner. Subs, Gorley for Nicholls.

Mike’s book, available in paperback from
all good bookshops is excellent value at
£12-99. The ISBN is 9781903659-32-8. It
can also be ordered (post free) from
London Publications, PO Box 10441,
London, E14 8WR. Credit card orders via
website www.lipshop.co.uk

Gareth Owe
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lan Hodson brushes off a challenge in Bridgend Paul Ashton offs a pass in the 66-6 defeat to Harlequins
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THE MEN WHO CARRY ROUGHYEDS' HOPES AND AMBITIONS INTO 2007.
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How much is it really costing the club not to
have its own ground? On the day that Rugby
Oldham holds its AGM - the fundamental aim of
the Supporters’ Trust is to generate a dedicated
RL ground in the town - it seems a very
pertinent question to ask.

| could, of course, look into the past to try to
answer the question. The “cost”, since the end
of Watersheddings and the failures of promises
apparently made but unfuffilled since then, is of
course simply astronomical. One only has to
look at the status of the club now compared to
what it used to be - and what a marvellous night
was last Friday's fiftieth anniversary dinner, on
the subject of the glorious past! A huge vote of
thanks should go to the small band of
committed enthusiasts who put in so much
effort to make sure that the event took place.

However, let us stick to short-term costs only.
The crux of the matter is that it is by no means
just the obvious loss-of-revenue aspect which
needs to be measured, on top of the actual
cash outlay involved in paying our Boundary
Park hosts. Clearly, if we did own our own
ground, we would have no rental cost to pay to
anyone else, and revenues from catering, etc.
on each match day would accrue to the club -
but there is much, much more.

If we take just this season so far alone, what
about the losses incurred as a result of our
inability to play the Featherstone and
Harlequins games at our own ground on the
day scheduled? There is no doubt that the
attendance for Featherstone on a Good Friday

afternoon would have been considerably
greater than the 1162 crowd we did record ;
and it might have been all the bigger if some
imaginative marketing had put together a
Standard Cup Final and first NL2 game of the
season package, surely something which
would not be beyond the abilities of the club’s
management IF we had the dedicated RL
ground which we should have.

And then there is the Harlequins match. How
heart-breaking it must be to all who put in time
and effort in running the club to see a “crowd"
of 559, at a Challenge Cup tie against a good
Super League side, with some very eye-
catching players like Scott Hill, Mark McLinden
and Danny Orr in their ranks. The game, too,
was scheduled for a Sunday lunchtime, with
few if any competing attractions, with our
previous performance having been a
marvellous one, universally feted, and
recorded for posterity via the TV broadcast
from Bridgend. | would argue that there would
have been valid grounds to criticize the club's
marketing if such a contest, played at
“Roughyed Towers”, or whatever , had not
attracted a crowd at least ten times that which
actually appeared at Sedgley Park.

Such costs, and many others incurred over the
seasons since we have been effectively
groundless, are nothing but a huge negative for
a club which is trying very hard to restore itself
to a place among the game's elite. Let us all
hope that we are not talking about our ground-
induced problems for too much longer.

Thank you for Shopping,
Trading & Booking with us.

We look forward to your
continued custom

in the future.

Your Community Retailer

www.united.coop




carnegie

Carnesie areat student run
TAKING SUPPORT BEYOND BOUNDARIES

When Leeds Met launched the
Carnegie Great Student Run 2007,
leading the way was former Widnes,
Wigan and GB star Joe Lydon.
Joe declared his intention to run the
5km race to raise money for the
Mike Gregory Trust Fund. Mike is one
of rugby league’s most popular,
respected and courageous stars who
captained Warrington and his country
with such distinction.

The Mike Gregory Trust Fund was
formed by friends and supporters from
the rugby league community who knew

of Mike's battle against Motor Neurone
Disease and felt compelled to do
something to help.

It is Mike and his family's intention
that the trust’s funds will be used to
cover his ongoing medical expenses
and help raise awareness about the
effects of Borreliosis/Lymes Disease.

Through the Carnegie Great Student
Run and the Carnegie Challenge Cup,
Leeds Met Carnegie provides a unique
opportunity for the whole of the rugby
league community to participate and
support the Mike Gregory Trust Fund.

Entry forms and the Mike Gregory Trust Fund sponsorship forms are
available from Leeds Met at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/greatstudentrun

or by calling 0113 283 8686

For more information on the Mike Gregory Trust please visit
greatZrun www.mikegregorytrust.co.uk
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SUPPORT GROUP NEWS

Summer rugby, love it or hate it? There are many reasons to
substantiate both opinions and there are many of us who
have mixed feelings, influenced by our own circumstances.

Well, allow me to keep to a lighter note on this subject and
=il you that what | value about summer rugby is the
opportunity to take a day, a full weekend or even a few days
away, linked to an away match.

For those of us who are fortunate to be able to take
advantage of such occasions this season is excellent —
Biackpool, London, South Wales, Gateshead, York,
Cumbria, all attractive venues.

The visit to Blackpool (well, St Anne's) on that beautiful day
n April was a fine example and was enjoyed by everyone
And a win to boot! What luxury!.

SUPPORT THE ROUGHYEDS.
Sheila.
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REUNION DINNER

DAVID Fairclough, better known as the former Liverpool FC
super-sub, will be guest speaker at the Roughyeds' ten-year
Law Cup reunion dinner in the social club on Friday, June
22. Bobby Bender will be the comedian and tickets, priced
at £25 a head or £250 plus vat for a corporate table of ten,
are available from Janet at the Roughyeds' office on 0161
628 3677.

The 18 players and two coaches who were on duty when
the Roughyeds won the Law Cup at Rochdale on January 1,
1998 in the ‘new’ club's first-ever game have been invited to
the dinner, one of several events to be held this summer to
recognise ten seasons of operation by Oldham Rugby
League Club (1997) Ltd.

Another is the proposed formation of an ex-players
association. Martin Murphy is fronting this project and all ex-
players, going back to Watersheddings days, are invited to
a meeting in the social club on May 29, further details to
follow. From that meeting it is planned to launch the
association publicly at the Oldham v Hunslet game at
Boundary Park on Sunday, July 22.




HOLT POINTS BARROW
BOYS IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION

by ROGER
HALSTEAD

New-look Raiders aiming high

DARREN Holt, nine years at Barrow, carved himself a place in
Craven Park folklore recently when he smashed Willie Horne's
all-time points scoring record

The former Barrow legend racked up 1,814 points in his
memorable 15-year career al the Fumness club between 1943
and 1958. Those of us old enough to remember will fondly
recall Home's round-the-comer goalkicking style at a time
when most marksmen approached the ball from directly in
front.

Great kickers of the past, like Bemard Ganley or Jimmy
Ledgard, to name but two, must have scratched their heads
many times over at the sight of Willie approaching the ball
from the side. How times change! When did you last see a
goalkicker toe-ending the ball from a straight run-up?

| digress. The new points machine at Barrow, scrum-half Holt
finally wrote himself a place in the club's record books in a
Northern Rail Cup win at York at the end of last month. At the
end of that match he had totalled 1,826 points - and the
chances are that before this season is over, the long-serving
32-year-old will have added a load more to hig collection.

| 'am indebted to the Rugby League World magazine and my
buddie and neighbour Gareth Walker for use of these quotes
from Holl taken from the May edition of the magazine,
published by League Publications Ltd and a monthly "must
for any League fan.

Said Holt: “This is a big record and it means everything to me
and my family. Just to be mentioned in the same sentence as
Willie is a huge honour. Some people might be upset that one
of Willie's records is going, but all | can do is go out and give
my best: records are there to be broken

"Of all the teams Ive played in at Barrow this has to be the
strongest, We've got strength in depth and that's always been
lacking before

"There's a buzz around the place. The way we have started we
have to be up there among the favourites for going up and
winning promotion if we just keep plugging away.

There are many similarities between the way Barrow have
lited themselves off the floor and the way the revitalised
Roughyeds are doing the same

Steve Deakin took on a job here at a time when he knew tough
days lay ahead

-- at a time when he knew that, in many ways, he was on a
hiding to nothing. His resolve never wavered, though, even
when his team was relegated last season without a single
league win.

Up at Barrow Paul Crarey took over at Craven Park in a similar
situation. Crarey revealed in Rugby League World: *l had a

meeting with the board and they said 'we've got no money, no
players -- do you still want the job? |

said | did."

Crarey's one request was that the board should stand by him
imespective of results. And he now says: "They have been
fantastic’

The Roughyeds board have similarly stood rock solid behind
Deaks from day one, united in their solidarity and totally
appreciative of the job he did last year in extremely difficult
circumstances and the progress the squad is making this
year under his continued stewardship.

There are other similarities, t0o. Both clubs were financially
broke and almost busted not 100 long ago, but both are now
enjoying far happier times on the financial front with the result
that new players are being attracted to bolster their squads

In recent weeks Roughyeds have brought in Lucas Onyango, -

Lee Sanderson (from Barrow incidentally) and Tony Tonks.
Raiders hit the headlines - certainly in the North-West
Evening Mail and in the trade papers - with the captures
from Hull KR of former Super League players Michael Smith
and Pat Weisner.

Crarey's belief is that players of this calibre, mixed with the
many Barrow born players in his squad, will provide the right
blend to turn his team into genuine promotion contenders
Smith, a vastly experienced and clever ball-handling forward,
has the skills to take this division by storm.

Weisner made a similar move from one Craven Park on the
East coast to another Craven Park on the West shortly after his
Rovers team mate Smith had taken the same route

The Australian Weisner can play stand-off, loose-forward or
hooker and will provide Crarey with numerous options as well
as vast experience in ke positions within his team. He has
extensive experience of the National Leagues, having had
previous spells with Leigh and Halifax, as well as playing in
Super League with Harlequins

Crarey was quoted thus at the time of the Weisner signing
‘We are very excited about Pat coming in. He is a great
support player, he has good vision and he can organise the
team. We feel he will add an extra dimension to our team."
He will do that all right - and the new-look Raiders will
certainly be a force to be reckoned with in Co-Operative NL2
this year.

It is good to see. The game in the Furness area had been on
a downer for far too long. The rise of the club in that region is
a great boost for rugby league and a tonic for the quality of
rugby currently on offer in the National Leagues

players

Oldham RLFC Appearances and Scorers, 2007

statistics

[up to and including May 13]

NAME PLAYED TRIES GOA

P Ashton 10 3 24 60
C. Baines 10 1 4
J. Boults 10

G. Costin 7 1 4

A. Crabtree 11 1 4

A. Gorey 5

|. Hodson 5 1 4

J. Hough 2

D. Houston 13

S. Hoyle 12 1 4

G. Langley 13 7 2 32
C. Littler : 12 2 8

R. Mervill 9 1 4

P. 0'Connor 13 4 16
M. Ogden 5 1 10 24
S. Oldham 1

L. Onyango 3 2 8

N. Roden 12 4 16
W. Rogers 10

L. Sanderson 3 4 8

1. Sinfield 9 1 4

K. Smith 10 5 20
M. Stout 4 1 4

S. Tamghart 13 2 8

T. Tonks 3 1 4
A. Wilkinson 12 10 40
L. Wingfield < 1 4

Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk
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Re-discovering the Challenge Cup magic

HAS the Carnegie Challenge Cup lost its magic for
clubs at National League level?

It's difficult not to come to that conclusion after
glancing at some of the scorelines from the fifth
round of the competition last weekend.

St Helens 70 Rochdale Hornets 10. Hull 44 Sheffield
6. Oldham 6 Harlequins 66.

And not just that - the attendance for those three
matches read as follows: 3,586, 4,363 and 559.

But that would not really tell the full story.

Despite the lop-sided scorelines from those three
fixtures, all of the coaches declared themselves
happy with their team’s respective performances -
with Rochdale and Oldham bosses Darren Abram
and Steve Deakin labelling them their best displays
of the year.

Then there was the hugely encouraging showings
from Barrow Raiders and Whitehaven in the same
round.

NL2 Barrow, despite missing a host of first choice
players - most notably Super League stars Michael
Smith and Pat Weisner, who were cup-tied - put in
a hugely creditable performance at Warrington
before going down 48-16.

As their coach Paul Crarey noted: *Warrington beat
Salford by 50 points and they are a Super League
team. So for a National Two side with mainly locally
based players, who were playing amateur rugby
last year, to only get beat by 32 points is a massive
achievement.”

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...
Ledguer

eague Express

Whitehaven did even better, giving French side
Catalans Dragons a few scares before eventually
going down 14-24,

And let’s not forget the efforts of Castleford and
Widnes in the previous round.

The Tigers pushed Bradford Bulls all the way, with
the Vikings doing the same to Wigan in a televised
tie.

So although it is clearly not all doom and gloom -
personally | find suggestions to seed the famous
old competition as totally ridiculous, if predictable
- the crowd figures are undoubtedly worrying.

Days when an away game with one of the big guns
could guarantee a small club’s future for a year
appear to be long gone.

And people blaming the lack of shocks for those
figures are being short-sighted - even when Super
League clubs face each other the numbers are
down massively on the league matches.

Just 2,964 watched Salford against Huddersfield,
while the 9,612 that turned up to Leeds versus
Wigan was almost 7,000 down on the Super League
meeting in April.

Maybe the game's authorities should look to slash
ticket prices across the board in a bid to entice fans
back to the competition - what about £10 and £5
for every Challenge Cup game?

Though Super League is undoubtedly king at
present, we certainly shouldn’t allow the magic of
the Challenge Cup to disappear.

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895
-.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT to




HAVE A FLUTTER --- AND HELP US TO TAKE THE CLUB FORWARD

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

CLU

FOR £1 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
£10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus
Jackpot last Friday monthly

* European holiday mini-break
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

*Meal for two at Clayton Green

Plus

*In June . . . £500 vouchers for
Mann's Furniture, Yorkshire Sreet
*In July . . . Dream Holiday
(courtesy of Travelcare,
Henshaw Street)

* In December . . . £500 vouchers
for Mann's Bed Store, Union Street

Automatic pay-out - no need to claim
RING JOHN 0161 628 3677

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

FOR £5 A WEEK
YOU CAN WIN

£500 A MONTH GUARANTEED
2 match-day srPoNSORS SUITE PLACES
£25 VOUCHER FOR CLUB SHOP

Rlus

Built-in benefits as follows:
* Season's car park pass
* Club tie for men
* Tymbuktu voucher for ladies
* mention in programme
* Lunches with speaker
* Use of BP lounge and bar
* 10% sponsorship discount
Subs paid by cheque (quarterly
in advance) or by standing order

Automatic pay out - no claim needed
RING JANET 0161 628 3677

Keeping the
dream

FIVE ALIVE!

LIVE ---

(Roll call of members -- fancy joining them?)

John McAndew
Saddleworth Sports
FR Elswood
Eddie Luckraft
David Webster
JFS Mongage Services (John
mith)

J Aubrey
Chris Broadbent
Dorothy M Johnston
Mortgage Solutions (Dave
- Bassett)

Denise Buckley
Moorside Electrical Contractors
(Neil Haughton)
Valerie Wynn
Brian Tranter
Thomas Joyce
Mick Harrop
Terry Bailey
John Barrie Gallagher
Terry Kelly
Cheshire Telecom Ltd (Sean
Lynch

Robert Nixon
Derek King
Frank Taylor
Colin Pyke
Emest Mayall
I and C Kershaw
Personal Txres and Exhausts
(Pete Beswick)

Lansdowne Tradi
(Chris Stang

Michael Ackroyd
Clifford Bardsley
David Whitehead
David Lord
Janet Yewdale
Nigel Marland
Christopher Hamilton
Jeffrey Bates
lain Ashworth
Roger Halstead

Sawvas Eleftheriou
Total Plus Communications
Total Plus Communications

Clarice Stevens
Steve Deakin Sue and Mike Kiviin

Nick Henry William Hannen

Interior Door Systems (Joe The Bs
Coliins) t Promotional Print (Eric Bradiey)
James Rochford Tracey Bradley

Noel Brady Michael Bradshaw
Gareth Owen Shirley Mullaney

Roy Wood Keith Mullaney

JANET Yewdale, latest £500 winner in the
Soughyeds' Five Alive lottery, has been a staunch

John Barrett
Raymond Sankey

Cyril Famworth
John Heap
Mick Slicker

Terry Flanagan

Dave McGealy

Noise Killer Acoustics (Steve
Bithell)

B Giddens
Gerald Fitzgerald
Nany Fitzgerald
Jack Buckley

Ultan McGovern (Oldham
Electrical Supplies)

Mark Antggyrri %cg:)ns (Mark
Martin Hunter
David Macauley (Chartered
Surveyors)
David Foden
Matthew Chambers
Oldham Advertiser
Paul Robinson
Mick Kilgannon
Ray Broadbent
lain Taylor
Joseph Lawrence Perrins
Costin Electrical Services Ltd
(Phil Costin)
Hans Bateson
John Kettieton

the administrative side.

supporter of the club for the past five and a half years
and has spent the last 18 months working full-ime
n he club's office.

£s 2 job she loves. "There's never a dull moment,”
she said, "and | can honestly say coming to work
s a hardship. It's not a job - it's a vocation

¥'s been a hard slog these past 18 months, but
Chris and Sean have been absolutely heroic in their
Setermination not to let the club go under, and only
ose close to the situation have any real idea what
ey have been through and the number of man
mours Chris has put in to keep the club alive

Now Bill Quinn is here, the team is coming along
mcely and Steve Deakin is starting to reap some
reward for tackling what must have seemed like an
mpossible task when he first took it on.

Deaks has been just as dogged and determined on
e playing side as Chris and Sean have been on

"And | do honestly believe that, both on and off the
field, the club is set fair for moving onwards and
upwards."
Janet has been known to perform just about every
duty there is to perform at the club, including
washing the kit, and her mum, Doreen, and son
George are aimost part of the fidures and fittings, as
anyone who frequents the social club and attends
the Roughyeds functions there will readily testify.
She was one of the first fans to sign up for Five Alive.
ts fund-raisers like these that can help to take the
club forward," she added, "and | think Five Alive
offers good value for money. Weve got 84
supporters in the lottery now, but if there is anyone
who might be thinking about it we would
e 100 before the season is much older."

Want 10 jon? Give Janet a ing on 0161 628 3677.
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by Matthew Chambers

IS it time to revamp the Challenge Cup?

Looking at the attendance figures for last weekend's
games, it certainly appears that something needs to
give. Oldham's crowd of 559 at Sedgley Park for the
Harlequins tie was a dismal figure but there were
several mitigating circumstances — Latics' play-off
semi-final later the same day will have had an
adverse impact, as will the early kick-off and the fact
that the 'home' game was being played out of town.

Elsewhere, all-conquering St Helens could only
muster an attendance of 3,586 for their home game
with Rochdale, Salford drew 2,694 against
Huddersfield and Wakefield, up against Bradford,
had 3,700 watching.

Even Leeds — average Super League attendance,
over 17,000 — attracted a measly 8,982 for their
(highly entertaining, as it turned out) home game
against Wigan.

It was a very poor effort all round. Poring over
attendance figures, calculator in hand, is something
of an obsession for some followers of this game and
most of the time you get the feeling that time could
easily be spent doing something more worthwhile.

Concentrating on the pitch rather than counting the
spectators, for instance. But in this case, the
statistics are clear-cut: the competition, at least in its
early stages, simply isn't a draw for fans. Solutions?
Well, it is clear that for all their giant-killing potential
Super League-versus-National League ties fail to
deliver a good contest far too often

Perhaps a restructuring of the competition is needed
— maybe restricting professional clubs in the lower
leagues to four places in the last 16, which they must
first play off for.

Within a congested fixture list — should Oidham
reach the final of the National League Two play-offs
they will have only one ‘free’ weekend before
October 14 — the Northern Rail Cup (incorporating

French sides?) could be used to perform this
function.

Of course, this would mean the amateur sides
missing out, which would be a shame. But given the
intensity of their own competitions, within another
hugely congested fixture list, perhaps removing the
Challenge Cup burden could ultimately be a positive
step.

* Finally, an appeal. Former Leigh and Warrington
player lan Knott, just 30 years old and with over 250
Super League appearances to his name, has been
told he probably won't work again.

The Derker man, now living in Runcorn, had 16
painkilling injections before winning the Grand Final
with Leigh in 2004 after sustaining a back injury.

Since retiring from the sport the discs in his back
have kept slipping to the point which he can't even
play with his sons. He has had five operations in two
years, is on 24 painkillers a day and spends 80-per-
cent of his time lying down to control the pain. The
charity XIll Heroes, which provides assistance for
seriously injured rugby league players, has provided
lan with both mental and financial support —
including a recent casino evening — and has been
described by lan as being a "fantastic® help. In stark
contrast, he says, to the authorities.

The next event being planned by XIlIl Heroes is a
benefit dinner in Warrington in June. For more
information, or to make a donation, ring XXIll Heroes
on 0161 678 0608 or visit www.xiiiheroes.com, where
donations can be made on-line.

NNy
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‘MURPH' LAUNCHES A STROLL
DOWN MEMORY LANE FOR

FORMER PLAYERS

MARTIN Murphy, who played more post-war
games for Oldham than any other player, is
“proud and priviliged" to become the first member
of a new Oldham RL ex-players' association to be
launched soon.

Now aged 58, and living in Moorside, the lion-

fade as we get older. | still see some of my old
team mates around town, but | would love to
meet up again with out-of-towners like Tommy
Davies, Tommy Warburton, Tommy Canning and
Wilf Briggs, just to name four.

"An organised association will enable former
players from various decades to renew old
friendships. The years are rolling on. If we are
going to do it there is no better time than now."

On behalf of the Roughyeds, former Oldham
Chronicle reporter Roger Halstead, who covered

: heart full-back spent 15 years at Watersheddings
Blackpool and clocked up 462 first-team %d:%r; f:\lér:?lrotce?arzaev?lrl
15 July SPpaRaas a0k i Ue work alongside Murph' in
‘ third highest number of g y

3

(™

...enjoy the

journey

games for the club in more
than 100 years of pro rugby
league in Oldham.

Only Joe Ferguson (627
between 1899 and 1922) and
Jack Read (463 between 1925
and 1939) played in more
games than 'Murph', who was
No 1 in the postwar record
books; who wore No 1 on his
full-back's shirt during his long
service to Oldham; and who
now becomes member No 1
in the club's new association
for former players.

It is being set up in
conjunction with Roughyeds
and is open to anyone who
has played professionally for
either the current club or the
previous Oldham club, which
was liquidated in 1997.

‘An active ex-players association in Oldham is
long overdue and | am honoured to give it a kick-
start," said Martin, who had the distinction of
captaining the former club in its centenary season
of 1976-77.

Still a window cleaner in the town after nearly 30
years in the job, he added: "l have wonderful
memories of my rugby days and | would love to
share them with the blokes who played for
Oldham at the same time.

“In those days we spent years at one club and
built up friendships which shouldn't be allowed to

getting the new body up
and running.

The plan is to hold an initial
meeting in the Roughyeds
social club on May 29 to be
attended by Roughyeds,
interested ex-players and
particularly those who
might wish to become
involved in the setting up
and administering of the
association.

From that meeting, it is
planned to launch the
association publicly at the
Oldham v Hunslet game at
Boundary Park on Sunday,
July 22.

In the meantime, all ex-
players interested in
joining Murphy on his trip
down Memory Lane are
asked to ring Janet at the Roughyeds office on
0161 628 3677 or email to
chris@oldhamrugbyleague.fsnet.co.uk providing
name and contact details.

For the record, only eight players have recorded
more than 400 senior games for Oldham, going
back to 1876, and two of them played for years in
the same team as Murphy — winger Mike Elliott
(446 games) and hooker Kevin Taylor (429
games).

All three are included in the club's Hall of Fame
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today’s

PROGRAMME SPONSOR

CAPIO OAKLANDS
HOSPITAL
TEL 0161 787 3461

2007

-

Friendly

31/01/07 __ Warrington Wolves Home |7.45pm | 426 | w | 789
11/02/07 _ Rochdale Homets NRC Home [300pm| 824 | L |1145
18/02/07  Swinton Lions NRC Home |300pm | 1828 | L |1017 B ETT E R H EA I.T H
25/02/07 _ Dewsbury Rams NRC Away |300pm | 2232 | L | 819 & F ITN E s
04/03/07  Rochdale Homets NRC Away [300pm | 6-16 L | 816
10/03/07  East Hull CCC3 Away [200pm | 2610 | W | 214 TEL 01 61 628 9897
18/03/07  Dewsbury Rams NRC Home [300pm | 832 | L | 622
25/03/07  Swinton Lions NRC Away 1300pm| 4218 | W | 555
010407 Keighey Cogars | me ol aee Lw L MATCH BALL SPONSOR
04/04/07 __Featherstone Rovers NL2 Home |7.450m | 1223 | L {1,162 | ]
09/04/07 __Hunslet Hawks N2 | Away [330pm |  NEW DATE BELOW B E I'vo I R N
15/04/07 __ Blackpool Panthers NL2 Away [300pm | 40-20 | W | 501 TH E I_ETTI N G s
29/04/07 __ Keighley Cougars NL2 Home [3.00pm | 3220 | w | 847
04/05/07  Celtic Crusaders NL2 Away |7.35pm | 34-26 | W | 3441 s P Ec IAI-IST
13/05/07 __ Harlequins CCCs Home [1230pm| 666 | L | 550 1
20/05/07 __Barrow Raiders NL2 Home _[3.00pm TEL 01706 880 884
26/05/07 __London Skolars N2 | Away [soopm Sponsorshlp
03/06/07_ Workington Town N2 | Away [300pm packages available.
10/06/07 __ York City Knights N2 | Home* |300pm All sizes catered
1706107 FeatherstoneRovers  NL2 | Away |300pm for, large or small, individuals
24/06/07 __Keighley Cougars NL2 Away  |3.00pm or party grou ps.
01/07/07  Gateshead Thunder NL2 Home* |3.00pm )
0807/07 _ Swinton Lions N2 | Away [300m Please contact the office on
15/07/07 __Bamow Raiders NL2 Away  |3.00pm
20707 Mt Howks 02| Hone_[saogm 0161 628 3677
29/07/07  York City Knights NL2 Away  |3.00pm : 2
05/08/07 __Blackpool Panthers NL2 Home _|3.00pm for fu I;([? g J ?I;?rr]m ation
12/08/07  Workington Town NL2 Home  |3.00pm P g
19/08/07 __ Gateshead Thunder N2 | Away  [300pm PLAYERS AFTER MATCH
22/08/07 _ Hunslet Hawks N2 | Away |7.30pm REFRESHMENTS
02/09/07  Celtic Crusaders NL2 Home  |3.00pm
090907 _ London Skolars M2 | Home |soom TAYLOR’S FRUIT AND VEG
TBA Swinton Lions NL2 | Home |3.00pm | TOBE REARRANGED (OLDHAM MARKET) AND
L]
Play offs will take place on Sundays, September 16, 23 and 30 with the Grand ASHwo RTH s BUTCHERS
HOOES el 1o B wraged JOLEHAN MARNED
- EXPRESS DAIRIES

Key

NRC - Northern Rail Cup

NL2 - National League Division 2
CCC- Carnegie Challenge Cup
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RUGBY APPAREL 4

SPECIALISTS IN THE
DESIGN AND
MANUFACTURE OF
PERFORMANCE
RUGBY
EQUIPMENT.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTAC T-i

ANDREW : 07912842767 ‘
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