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GARETH BARBER JON STEEL
MIKE CALLAN DAMIEN COUTURIER
GED CORCORA ON GODDARD
WAYNE CORCORA
CRAIG DEA
ANDY GORE
DEAN GORTO
DANNY GUES
ALAN HADCRO
GARETH HAYES
IAN HODSO
CHRIS HOUGH
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JAMES WEBSTER
MAKALI AIZUE
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with Chris Hamilton

WELCOME TO BOUNDARY PARK

ntheChall

As the saying goes "things can only get better'. That is
certainly true after last weekend when we gave what can be
best described as a very poor performance against a team
from a lower division who had hardly been setting the world
alight with their early season performances.

We were behind the eight ball right
from the word go and to add insult to
injury (excuse the pun) we picked up
several more serious injuries to what
is already a stretched squad.

We have been trying for some time
to add to the squad but at the
present time a lot of clubs are
suffering themselves with injuries
and are obviously reluctant to let
players go - even on loan and leave
themselves short of cover. The
forthcoming Easter period is only
compounding the matter with all
clubs facing two games in four days.
The other thing at the moment is that
nearly all the injuries we are picking
up seem to be serious ones and as
we stand at present we look like we
have lost Danny Guest and Alan
Hadcroft for the season.

Today however is the start of the
National League One campaign and
we start off on the same points as
every other team in the division!

At this moment in time we have not
lost a league game and although it is
easy to say we must use this season
start to put to one side what has,
undoubtedly, been a poor start, and
use today as a launch pad for better
things to come this season.

It is easy when facing problems to
buckle and hide and it is only those
who have sufficient character inside
who come out fighting and today |
expect the seventeen men who pull
on an Oldham shirt to come out
fighting.

There are, and will continue to be,
lots of people who would like to see
the club suffering but we already
have a track record of proving the
doubters wrong and if we must do it
again then so be it.

Nobody likes to see a performance
like last week but the players have
worked hard in training and we hope
to see that reflected in a much
improved performance today.

it certainly wont be easy facing a Hull
KR side who have had the opposite
sort of start to us in so much as they
have been very consistent in their
performances and results and there
is no doubt that they will want to get
their league campaign off to a good
start.

There will be something like eleven
coachloads of fans here today who
will without doubt be very vocal in
their support and we must react to
that in a positive manner.

The Hull KR club have made their
intentions clear for the season and
we too must set a platform.

As ever your support can make a
difference and we would ask you to
please get behind the team in their
efforts to provide you with a winning
start.

Enjoy the game.
Cws

Chris Hamilton

Visit our website today! WWW.roughyet

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 ||/ "

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 IPS

Tel: 0161 646 5614
01 61 633 074 e-mail: info@ northainlev.co.uk

web: www northainley.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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with Steve Deakin

Morgan.

It is ironic that we are to renew our rivalry
that began in France where | was coach of U
T C and Justin of Toulouse.

Our visitors today will undoubtedly be one of
the favourites for the top spot this season
but despite the disappointment of our
performance at Barrow last week and with it
the loss of revenue which could have
provided replacement players, we shall
make every endeavour to make life difficult
for our opponents as we will do in every
game we play this year.

Injuries once again mean we don’'t have
everyone available and the likelihood is,
even with a prevailing wind, that it will be two
to three weeks before we start to get these
players back. This however opens up the
door for other players and gives them the
opportunity to show what they can do.

I would like to assure everybody that all the
players are working extremely hard and that
in this particular area, certainly, there will be
no team in this competition that does more
than we do. In talking about injuries we wish
speedy recoveries to Danny Guest and also
to Alan Hadcroft who is busying himself in

assisting with the coaching of the players
and still attends every coaching session.
This is indicative of the quality of the people
we have on our playing staff and | am sure
that you will come to appreciate their efforts
throughout this campaign

| certainly hope you enjoy the game today to
the extent that you want to come back
regularly and bring others with you and also
that the team reflects your own hopes and
ambitions for the club.

All the best,

Deaks

Cl fromthe dug O

| would like to extend a warm welcome to Hull K R
today for this first league match of the season, and
especially to welcome my close friend Justin

QUESTION

ANSWERS

with Steve Deakin

On this page in future programmes
will be individual player stats from
previous matches or letters to our
coach with an answer from Steve. If
you want to ask Steve a question
either drop it in at the Waterloo St
office, put it on-the website or email
to orlfcqanda@yahoo.co.uk.

Don't forget if you don't ask the
question Steve can't answer it.

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be collected
or delivered

Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead




by ROGER HALSTEAD

ONE of our sport's greatest ambassadors -- and a true gentleman -- will almost
certainly be here at Boundary Park today as part of the Hull Kingston Rovers'

official party.

o the older Oldham supporters who can go back in
time to the 1950s and 1960s.

But for the benefit of younger fans let me tell you a
little bit about the grand old man of Craven Park,
Colin Hutton, and the part he played, unwittingly
perhaps, in the fortunes and, indeed, the misfortunes
of Oldham Rugby League Club.

Fate decreed that Colin would twice be a central
figure in two of Oldham's most memorable matches.
First, let's deal with Oldham's good fortune. In 1957,
when the Roughyeds last played in the championship
final, Colin was Hull's full-back and it was his failure to
convert a late try by Stan Cowan at a packed Odsal
that enabled Oldham to lift the championship trophy
by the narrowest of margins, 15-14.

In his excellent book, 'Oldham RLFC, the Complete
History', Michael Turner wrote: “The conversion was
not too difficult and was well within Hutton's
capabilities. The crowd was hushed as the kick was
taken, but it was the Oldham supporters who were left
cheering as the ball sailed wide. Many people
couldn't look as the unfortunate Hutton took that last
kick at goal."

Seven years on, by which time Colin had hung up his
boots, moved across the city to Rovers and taken up
a career in coaching, he was in charge of the Robins
when they met Oldham in that never-to-be-forgotten
Challenge Cup semi-final series of 1964.

It was 5-5 at Headingley; 17-14 to Oldham at Swinton
(abandoned after 11 minutes of extra time); and 12-2
to Rovers in the second replay at Huddersfield.

Colin would tell me years later: "I must be the only
coach in the history of the game who was in charge
of a side that was beaten in a semi-final yet still went
on to Wembley."

His Odsal heartbreak turned to Fartown joy --- with
Oldham involved on each occasion.

For the record the teams in that second replay lined
up like this:

Oldham: Dyson; Sims, Donovan, Smethurst, Simms:
Nestor, Pycroft; Bott, Mcintyre, Wilson, Robinson,
Whitehead, Major.

Hull KR: Kellett; Paul, Major, Elliott, Blackmore;
Burwell, Bunting; Bath, Flanagan, Tyson, Paimer,
Clark, Poole.

Colin went on to become a leading figure in the game
as coach, administrator and Rugby League Council
official --- and he was duly honoured at the annual
dinner of the Rugby League Writers' Association at
Headingley last November when he received the
association's Order of Merit for services to the game
He was in good company, previous winners having
included top administrators like David Howes
Maurice Oldroyd, David Oxley and Harry Jepson and
leading players such as Roger Millward, Trevor
Foster, Alex Murphy, Gary Schofield, Lee Crooks and
Eric Ashton.

There was even an Oldham connection when Colin
received his trophy because it was the Arthur Brooks
memorial trophy, put up by the Writers' in memory of
the former Daily Mirror and Sunday Mirror rugby
league man, who for many years lived in Saddleworth
and worked on weekly newspapers in Tameside
before moving up in the world.

Arthur became a legend in rugby league journalism
and he was a pal and mentor of mine when | first
started out on the Oldham Chronicle more than 40
years ago.

He gave me many a helping hand, so it was perhaps
an appropriate twist of fate that on the night Arthur's
trophy was presented to Colin (coach of Oldham's
opponents when | covered my first match for the
Chronicle in the '64 semi series) | received a special
RLWA award to recognise four decades of rugby
league work for the same paper.

During the course of those four decades | frequently
had dealings with Colin, in his various capacities, as
well as the Hull Daily Mail man on Rovers at that time
John Sexton.

Colin and | remained in rugby league; John went on
to become one of the country's leading horse racing
journalists and a £250,000 winner on a TV quiz show
Oh to follow in John's footsteps . . .yet | was proud
and privileged to walk in Colin's on the night he and
had our special moments at the RLWA dinner.

This adopted son of Humberside is a great rugby
league man. And the city of Hull --- on both sides of
the river --- can be proud of him.

ROGER AND OUT.

with lan Wi 3
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What an absolute farce that the game is not to
be able to play its Challenge Cup Final this
year at Wembley.

And there is, some may say for a
change, no blame whatsoever to be
attached to the RFL for this disgraceful
state of affairs. | trust that there is
significant compensation due from
either the builders and/or the stadium
authorities.

| must admit that | am personally now
in something of a quandary as a result
of the decision to take the final to
Twickenham. | can certainly see the
logic - that there are lots of people who
have already booked their
accommodation in the London area, in
particular. | have never yet been to
Twickenham, however, and have no
desire, to be honest, to do so, since it
means putting money into the hands of
the English RU authorities. | admit to
being an unreconstructed anti-RU
dinosaur! | was extremely happy to go
to both Murrayfield and Cardiff - indeed
| would have been very happy
personally for Cardiff to become the
long-term home of the occasion - |
wonder if this might now still be a
possibility, given that Wembley has
failed to meet its end of the deal for
20067

That is another issue, however. | am left
with my tickets for August 26, and a
venue | don't wish to visitt What a
dilemmal

To matters nearer home, we, of course,
will not be going to the Challenge Cup

iy Em .

Final, wherever it is played. If nothing
else, last week's hammering at Barrow,
if he hadn't realized it before, will have
shown Steve Deakin just how much
has to be done if we are to have any
chance of even being vaguely
competitive in NL1. It was a thoroughly
depressing afternoon for all connected
with the club, with the serious injuries
to add to the lack of skill on the pitch. |
must admit, though, with my RL hat on,
rather than my Roughyeds one, that it
was good to see the Barrow side,
consisting as it did very largely of
committed local lads, play as well as
they did - it is a proper rugby league
town, and it would be great to see
them progress over the next few years.

What was particularly concerning from
the Oldham point of view, however, is
that a number of long-time stalwart and
loyal supporters who happened to be
standing near me were talking about
giving the up-coming games a
miss — some even though they were
season-ticket holders — as a result
of our current performances and
predicament. | do so hope that they
changed their minds once the
immediate disappointment was behind
them. The chance of a financial lifeline
in the form of a draw at Leeds, say, in
the next round having been thrown
away, it can only put us even further
into the mire if the hard core of
support, long-suffering as it has had to
be, begins to fade away. Of course,
that will only be prevented if we are
able to see some signs of
improvement on the field - but, as |
fear | may have said earlier this season,
that will require a degree of patience
and fortitude which only Oldham
supporters over the past few years [ or
do | mean decades?!] have shown
themselves capable of.
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with Geoff Cooke

face | scumana

SUPPLYING SIGNED MEMORABILIA TO
| ran into my old friend Iva Slateloose last Monday. He was
telling me he'd just received a letter from the R.F.L. that very
morning entitted Wembley 26.08.06 "BACK IN OUR HANDS",
an invitation to apply for a hospitality package at this year's
Challenge Cup Final. Tel: Mick (Braddy) Bradshaw:
Iva said that at last we've found something we can beat 079 4 6 05 2 36 4

the Australians at, namely delivering a new stadium on

: R . . i, ) .

time and to budget (as in Millennium Stadium, Cardiff) 4 Brumble Avenue. Oldham. OL4 ZPQ A AR, B A
;-f ME MBHER

He thinks the best we can hope for from Multipex is the
chance to watch any one of twenty films now showing
like you get at Cineworld, Ashton. After all that's what a
Multipex is, isn't it?

FUNDRAISING EVENTS, SPORTSMAN'S DINNERS
AND PROFESSIONAL SPORTSTARS ENJOYING
BENEFIT/TESTIMONIAL YEARS

www.sportingimage.biz

Iva said he'd also been collecting some journalistic
bloopers:like Andy Lunch playing prop for Bradford. A

legend in his own lynchtime perhaps? Similarly he

noted that in a recent game Celtic Crusaders had
defeated ST ALBUMS 76-0. Perhaps the lads from
Hertfordshire should team up with the local Qldham
Sunday League soccer side 'Big Shorts' since they are

obviously built a bit on the large side! LTS

Iva also noted an Oldham Chronicle gem:a recent rscheearch flleow at Cmabrigde Uinenvtisy, it deosnt Landsowne Road 7

editorial began ‘'there's only one word to describe the mitaer in what order the Itteers in a word are, the Chadderton E&T
new Oldham library-breathtaking..” Except the front onlyiprmoatnt thing is that the frist and Isat Itteer be in 8|Ldghgl‘El1F =

page banner headline read 'STUNNING'. So, more than  the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you
one word to describe the library then? can still raed it wouthit a porbelm. This is bcuseae the
human mind deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the
word as a wiohe. amzanig huh? Yaeh and | awlyas
thought sipeling was ipmorantt!

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS

Iva went on to tell me he'd been doing some research
into dyslexia and had come across the following piece
written by a sufferer: " | cdnuolt blveiee that | cloud
aulactly uesdnatnrd what | was rdgieg. The  Iva was also teling me about the White House. After
phaonmneal pweor of the human mind aoccdmigtoa ~ Numerous rounds of:" We don't know if Osama is still
alive," Osama himself decided to send George Bush
a letter in his own handwriting to let him know he was
still in the game, Bush opened the letter and it
appeared to contain a coded message:
370HSSV-0773H

Bush was baffled, so he mailed it to Condi Rice.
Condi and her aides had no clue either so they sent it

ESCORTED LOADS

Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd to the FBI. No-one could solve it so it went to the CIA,
Speedy Hire (Norﬂ'\ern) Ud. then to NSA. With no ciue as to its meaning they
Coldhuirst Street Off Rochdale Road eventually asked Britain's MI6 for help. MI6 cabled the

White House; "Tell the President he's holding the
message upside down

Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH
Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

ﬂ W: www.speedyhire.co.uk
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with Nigel Marland

Well yet another disappointing fortnight all in all.
The win at Keighley was certainly exciting but
unfortunately there is little positive to take out of
the disastrous defeat in the Challenge Cup at

Barrow.

It was a very disappointing performance and
reminded me somewhat of the defeat at
Halifax earlier in the season. Both poor
performances followed adversity and it would
appear that heads are dropping when things
are going badly.

There is no way we can discount our
horrendous luck as far as injuries go, losing
Mike Callan overnight in a car accident,
Gareth Hayes after two minutes with a head
injury followed by very serious injuries soon
afterwards to Andy Bailey and Alan Hadcroft.
On top of that Wayne Corcoran was suffering
with a longstanding groin injury early on and
stand in second row Alex Wilkinson received a
head injury. The news as | write is that our
captain Alan Hadcroft is out for the season, it
will be at least two weeks and could be up to
six for Andy Bailey and Wayne is having to
have a scan on his groin. Allied to this of
course Craig Dean's contract has run out and
he is still undecided about his future and

certainly will not be available for the next
month or so.

On the brighter side it looks as if Ged
Corcoran could be back for today's game and
with a bit of much needed luck Chris
Campbell will have decided that his future lies
at Oldham. Whatever the final outcome of all
of this Steve will have a monumental task in

RYDER

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

DUTTON

fielding a competitive side today and getting
the players into a positive state of mind, but if
anybody can do it will be Steve Deakin. |
have to say personally that | thought Jimmy
Kirkland, Chris Percival and lan Hodson gave
their all against Barrow and deserve
congratulations for not allowing
circumstances to affect their own
performances.

As you have probably read elsewhere we are
continuing the Prediction League that was
such good fun last year and raised valuable
money for the club. Although the
competition started with today's matches it is
not too late to join. If you join before the
Doncaster game deadline you will be given
the average points scored by competitors for
week 1 and if you join before April 25 which
is the final closing date you will get the
average points scored in weeks 1 to 3. This
will mean that you are not fighting a losing
battle from the start and still have a good
chance of victory. Rules and prizes are
similar to last year except that the final First
Prize amount will not be decided until we
know the final number of participants.
Another change is that you can now enter
results weekly as well as by half or full
season, but this can only be done by e mail
to orlfcpredictionleague20006@yaho0.co.uk.
Whichever way you choose to play £20
should be paid in to the Club offices a s a p.
where you can pick up an application form
and fixture list. These can also be
downloaded from the website but monies

should still go to the club. Hopefully this will
be even more successful than last year and |
will use this column to frequently update fans
with the state of play. Another £40,000 has
just been paid to the Inland Revenue and
with falling gates any extra cash is vital to the
club so please join in and have a bit of fun at
the same time as helping your club.

On the subject of the £40,000 | personally
feel that Sean and Chris are receiving very
little thanks and support, as they pay off the
debt despite everything appearing to be
going against the club both on and off the
field. Despite all the promises they are the
main players in a very small band fighting to
save the club and they deserve our genuine
thanks and support.

| personally hope our home fans give Jon
Goddard a good welcome back here today
as | feel he always gave his all for the club.
At the same time | hope we shock everybody
and put last week behind us for good and
send Jon back home with losing pay.

Enjoy the game,

Nigel
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with The Heritge Trust

- “In the early days of the Northern Union there
K . was no greater attraction on the fixture list than
| S

a visit from one of the overseas touring teams.
This, of course, meant the "Kangaroos" of
Australia or the "Kiwis" of New Zealand.

In a future publication | hope to give a
comprehensive account of all the Oldham.
games against our Antipodean rivals, but
here | will just list the results with a brief
résumé of the first encounters.”

What is written above is an extract from Michael
Turner’s book OLDHAM RLFC, THE COMPLETE
HISTORY published in 1997. Well! It has taken
some time but that “comprehensive account” is
finally on its way.

And, a comprehensive account
it is too! Packed with fabulous
action-shots and match reports,
backed up by lots and lots of both
interesting facts and photographs,

more often than not one of the tour
highlights; the visitors from the
former colonies assured of a warm
welcome, both on, and off, the field.

VISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK

this will be the most complete
publication of any rugby league
club side's battles against both
Australian and New Zealand touring
sides.

Most of the greats, from Messenger
through to Meninga, played for
either the Kangaroos or Kiwis
at Watersheddings. Churchill,
Gasnier, Clay, Muir, Mossop,
Langlands, Wright, Todd, Smith,
Tatana, Elias, O'Connor, the list is
almost endless.

The match at Watersheddings was

Many of the matches, until now,
long forgotten, have been brought
back to life. For instance Oldham
twice played the Australians on two
occasions on the same tour! During
the 1921-22 tour the Roughyeds
avenged a 6-15 defeat in November
with a 15-5 victory in January.
However, during the 1933-34 tour
both matches played in September
and January resulted in 30 points
plus hidings for the Oldham men.
(Yes! September to January, now
that's what we call a tour).

Not that the Aussies or Kiwis always

OR ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HERITAGE TRUST BUTTON.

had it all their own way. Both had to wait until their
third attempt to register a win against the
Roughyeds and I'm sure that many of our older
supporters can still remember the great Oldham
team of 1956 giving the Aussies a right walloping!
And in more recent times, when an Australian
victory against any British side became almost a
formality, what about Oldham’s mid-week match
against the 1986 Iot? David Topliss' led
Roughyeds caused more than just one or two
anxious moments for the undefeated Kangaroos!
These games, more often than not, produced
great drama, entertainment, fabulous scoring
moves, power and passion with several dismissals
thrown in for good measure.

Mind you, without the involvement of two Oldham

players and one of the club's officials it is likely

that rugby league tours would never have

materialised and that the sport in both Australia

gnd New Zealand would have been strangled at
irth.

Whilst the book concentrates on each of the
incoming ‘rugby league' tours sandwiched
between 1907 and 1986, it will also cover the
match played against the 1888-89 New Zealand
Native Football Team, easier remembered as the
Maoris, who, in-turn, were the forerunners to the
All-Blacks, the earliest ambassadors of the
greatest rugby playing nation on earth. This first-
ever rugby touring side played Oldham (then a
union side) at the old Clarksfield ground, their
63rd match of a massive 108 game itinerary. Did
they really play in bare feet?

Also included will be stories of various
matches that Oldham played against other
‘international’ opposition; French club sides who
visited Watersheddings, the infamous ‘Battle of
Carcassonne’, Oldham's participation in the

o

Paintings of Mel Maninga and Reg Gasnier by Stuart Smith and

1997 World Club Championships (both
here and in Australia), and more
recently matches against
enterprising South Sydney and
Manly representative sides.

Oldham RL Heritage Trust

A further note from the
Heritage Trust who will be
the publishers:

This exciting new book
(which will be
published in time for
Christmas) is sure to be
in great demand,
especially by Oldham fans, and
like Oldham RLFC, The Complete
History and Roughyeds it will be pre-
orderable. Obviously, details will be
given in due course.

In the meantime, if anyone has any
special memorabilia from any of the
tours, the Heritage Trust would be
glad to hear from you. We do have a
copy of all the programmes from 1929
onwards but anything else of interest
would be welcome.

Contact: Brian Walker: 01457 875084 or
Michael Turner: 0161 620 6005

Or visit the Oldham Rugby League Heritage 6
Trust website: - D

www.orl-heritagetrust.org. uk

Reg Gasnier

Oldham vs New
Zealand 1955

the aim‘ing of Old

- ek
am v NZ by Steve Bennett
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HULL KR

Hull and London in the last two

Makali Aizue Makali Aizue

Ben Cockayne At the start of his
full second season in the pro-
game Cockayne is already making
folk st up and take notice. An
attacking full-back with bags of
pace he is also a more than useful
goal-kicker and looks set for
success in the game.
Damien Couturier Couturier is
one of two players who came from
Toulouse to Craven Park with new
boss Justin Morgan. The French
intemational has taken his time to
| settie in but now is comfortable
with the squad, Probably the best
of him is yetto come as the pitches
dry out. And he is also a top-notch
goal kicker.
Jon Goddard Labelled as an
outstanding prospect from his very
early days Goddard's arrival at
Craven Park has seen the lad from
Castleford and Oldham settle in
well. With bags of pace he has the
ability to find the try line and also to
give his winger that vital extra bit of
time which can mean the
difference between a try and not
scoring
Scott Murrell Tipped by head
coach Justin Morgan to be a
stand-out player in National
League One Scott Murrell is now
beginning to show why he eamed
that accolade.
Quick, with good hands and an
eye for the break, he is adding flair
to the back division.
David Tangata-Toa A powerful
unit who has an uncompromising
style in the Robins front row. Is
likely to be a huge hit for the
Robins this season with ambitions
of playing in the Super League in
2006.
James Garmston A former
Embassy Longhill and Myton
Warriors junior, James is highly
rated by many at the club and will
be looking to continue his
successful start to 2005 with more
appearances in the team.
Jimmy Walker A utility player,
Walker can play in nearly all of the
back positions and is equally at
home in the back-row or at hooker.
His versatility has certainly been
utilised by the Robins where
Walker has filed a number of key
roles.

signed a one-year contract in May
2003 and has since become a big
favourite with the fans thanks to his
blockbusting displays either from
the bench or when included in the
starting line-up.Can play in several
positions and is a dual international
for Papua New Guinea having
played both League and Rugby
Union for his country.

Michael Smith Michael is
renowned for his sheer aggression
and power, is a superb off loader in
the tackle and brings real quality,
experience and competition to an
already formidable forward pack.
And this year there is a renewed
enthusiasm about his game.

Paul Parker Paul can play
anywhere across the three-quarter
line but played the majority of his
rugby for Rovers in the centres.
Paul adds pace and strength along
with excellent defensive and
attacking abilities to the Rovers
three-quarter line.

Andy Ellis Andy Ellis joined the
Robins Academy side towards the
end of the 2002 season and
signed a professional contract with
the Robins in February 2003. He is
a former Robins Academy Player
of the Year.

Very fast from dummy half and a
smocth passer of the ball. Good
support player who has an
excellent try scoring record and
one of the brightest young talents
at the club.

Ben Fisher A capture from
Division One rivals Halifax, Fisher is
a sound hooker with bags of go-
forward and an eye for a break.
Was on the shopping list of several
Super League clubs, including
Bradford Bulls before he decided
to switch to Craven Park

Byron Ford Ford can play in the
three-quarter line or at fullback and
has already shown the fans his
electrifying pace and handling and
in the last two matches has scored
nine tries.

Dwayne Barker Barker, who's
versatility can see him slot into a
host of positions in the backs as
well as at loose forward has
already gained Super League
experience with spells on-loan at

seasons and has collected a host
of honours in Academy rugby.
James Webster Websters
attitude in  training and
performance on the pitch has
already been recognised by the
club who have made the 25-year-
old their captain and they hope he
can continue to unlock opposition
defences this year.

Jason Netherton A tough-
tackling, strong-running player
who has all the correct attributes to
be a top-class second-rower and
will be a key figure in the Robins
pack.

Jon Steel Steel, a Scotland
Rugby Union international, is an
extremely pacey winger who
started his stint at Rovers by
scoring five tries against London
Skolars, Steel will be looking to
continue that form and help
contribute to the team's success
and achieve the ambition for both
parties of playing in Super League.
Leroy Rivett Assured of a place
in the history books by being the
first player to score four tries in a
Challenge Cup Final at Wembley,
Rivett is a sound player on both
attack and defence. Stronger than
he might look he will aways drop
back to help the forwards and can
be relied upon to make a telling
break or two. And as one of the
senior players his experience is
useful when the going gets tough.
Gareth Morton Morton's kicking
ability plus his versatility in being
able to play virtually anywhere in
the back division as well in the
back-row has made him a more
than useful member of the squad.
Francis Stephenson Experience
in bucket loads was what Rovers
got when they signed Stephenson
Francis is the son of former
Wakefield legend The son of
former Dewsbury and Wakefield
legend Nigel Stephenson, Francis
had a glittering junior career and
then after joining he scored the
match winning try in the 1998 NFP
Grand Final, a try that ultimately
took Wakefield into Super League
lain Morrison The Scottish
international jumped at the chance
to join Rovers when his career was

put on hold at Huddersfield Giants.
The second-row man might not be
the biggest guy on the field but his
heart is up there with the best. A
player who likes to defend, lain is
still capable of making telling
breaks and a lot of opponents
would tell you that he tackles well
above his weight

Philip Joseph Another former
Huddersfield Giants man who
moved on, In Phil's case it was to
Swinton Lions where his all-action
shows earned him the title of LHF
National League Two player of the
year. Hampered in pre-season with
an ankle injury Phil is now settling
back in to the routine of being a
full-time player and his mixture of
power and enthusiasm are
beginning to show through
Gareth Price As an opponent
Gareth always let the opposition
know he was around - that was
certainly the case when he was
playing against Rovers, A Weish
international, Price was brought in
by head coach Justin Morgan to
bring some added impact to his
side’s go forward.

Tommy Gallagher Back with
Rovers on his second stint is back-
row man Tommy Gallagher. The
man from Dewsbury first came to
Craven Park from Leeds Rhinos
where he had made first team
appearances. But from Yorkshire
he headed off to Toulouse, and like
Damien Couturier followed his
boss Justin Morgan when the
Aussie took over the coaching job
with the Robins. Mobile and a
good ball handler Gallagher is a
good all-round player.

Desi Williams After two seasons
with Wigan in which his career
path was blocked by the likes of
Brian Carney and Brett Dalias, Desi
decided on a move to Yorkshire to
get more first team football. Pacy
and elusive with the ball in hand
Desi is quick enough to test most
defences and hopes to establish
himself as a regular member of the
first team squad this season. Like
lain Morrison he is a Londoner.

Matthew Chambe

But try as they might, this fact simply
cannot be denied: despite the full-
time status of Leigh, Widnes and
today's opponents Hull KR,
Roughyeds currently sit joint top of
the LHF Healthplan National League
One table.

With all the turbulence that has
affected the club in recent months -
coaches in and out of the hotseat, a
list of injuries as long as your arm
and, most recently, car crashes (and
car-crash performances) - who
would have banked on that?

But in all seriousness, the season
proper starts today, as NL1's ten
clubs all aim to get off to a flyer.

While it's probably better to save the
record-breaking cup run for the first
Wembley final next year, Oldham
really didn't perform well in Cumbria
last week.

It was a strange match up at Craven
Park, as early injuries to key men
seemed to knock the life out of
Oldham. Heads went down, players
visibly wilted through mental and
physical fatigue, bad decisions were
made, and Paul Crarey's young side
took full advantage with some slick
rugby of their own.

Things went from very bad, to even
worse, and in double-quick time.

Thankfully, Raiders kept things
respectable by not scoring in the
final quarter, but a 40-8 defeat to
lower-division  opponents  was
disastrous by any standard.

Following the game the Barrow press

men wore the same bemused grins
as those who are a few yards short of

THE doom-mongers of this town can spread their
gloomy message as much as they like.

a 40-20, not quite comprehending
what had happened.

But, typically and to his credit, Steve
Deakin wasn't downcast at the end of
the game and emphasised the need
for the lads to get back stuck in to
training.

Deakin knows that today's LHF
Healthplan National League One
opener is a fresh start, giving the
players a chance to prove to the
home supporters that they can live
with one of the classiest sides this
division has to offer.

It is an opportunity, rather than an
experience to be endured, and
hopefully the squad take that attitude
out onto the pitch.

On a different note, it's great to hear
that so many Robins fans have made
the trek across the M62 to Boundary
Park. Having lived in Hull for four
years | know all about the city's
cocoa smells, ‘interesting’ nights out
on Bev Road, ferry runs across to
Holland and, not least, the passion
for rugby league at every level of the
sport.

It's interesting to note that Rovers
coach Justin Morgan not only has a
talented, full-time squad at his
disposal, but also that his club
operates within a forward-thinking,
PR-focused city which has done a
terrific job of re-establishing itself and
de-bunking the old myths and
clichés in recent years.
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and a host of Leigh

miCK lads, including the

aforementioned Bill
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More than 50 years on,

Continued...  Bill would be as proud

as punch to know that his grandson Mick was

playing for Oldham. "l started at Leigh East when |

was about nine," recalled Mick, "and my grandad

was my biggest fan. He used to watch me in every

game. I'm told that when he played with Rochdale

he was known as 'the blond bombshell. He used to
be able to run a bit."

In those days wingers would hug the touchline a lot
more than they do today and the way the game was
played we were often treated to one-on-one
contests between the winger and the opposing full-
back.

Like all good wingers in the 1950s Bill Redford could
dance a bit -- sidestep, change of pace, swerve. Two
generations on, Mick would never claim to be the
greatest-ever exponent of any of his grandad's silky
skills, but it may come as a surprise to a lot of
Oldham fans to learn that he has spent more time in
the backs than he has in the pack.

In his early days at Leigh East he was a full-back.
Eventually, he moved up to centre and it was as a
centre that he had a season in the academy team at
Warrington after first being selected to go to France
with the BARLA Great Britain under-18s. In the same
squad was another member of the current
Roughyeds side, lan Hodson

Things didn't work out for him at Warrington, but
such was his love of the game and his desire to go
as far in it as he could that he went back to Leigh
East and rolled up his sleeves.

A couple of years later, when he was 21, he got the
break he wanted when Darren Abram, then building
a side at Chorley, phoned him and asked him to go
along to Victory Park.

'l was still playing centre," said Mick, "and | played
out there in the backs right through my first season
with Chorley.

"As | got a bit bigger Darren moved me to second-
row. People are now starting to think of me as a
prop, but if the truth were known my favourite spot
these days is in the back-row.

"Having said that, you play where you are put. | am
just happy to drag any number over my head, just as
long as | am in the team and playing rugby. You can't
afford to be choosy."

When Chorley folded, a lot of the players from there
signed for Blackpool -- Mick Redford among them
He was at Bloomfield Road for only one season,
however, and he doesn't exactly look back on that
chapter of his rugby league story as one that makes

good reading.

‘There were a lot of issues, a lot of politics and a few
things happened which | didn't like," he said. "It was
a pity because | had a lot of good friends there, but
it was soon time to move on and | was thrilled to bits
when Oldham came in for me.

‘It was my chance to move up a division, to play at
a higher level than | had ever played before and to
go to a club that had a great tradition.

"John Pendlebury put in the call to me and things
moved on from there. To be honest, | snapped their
hands off - it was a great move for me and | can
say that | am really enjoying it here.

"“Training under Steve (Deakin) is a lot more intense
We will be having five sessions this week -- four
nights plus Saturday morning -- and we appreciate
that as individuals and as a squad we will reap the
benefits. Steve means business. And so do the
players.

“There was no excuse for the way we played in the
cup at Barrow last Sunday. Barrow were up for it. We
didn't turn up: we were not at the races. We couldn't
blame our performance on injuries.

“We have to bounce back against KR. It's a tough
ask, but we are buzzing.

“We suffered the embarrassment on Monday night
of watching the video rerun of the Barrow game. We
went through it closely and that kick-started our
preparations for the opening LHF Healthplan
National League One game today.

"As | say 'Deaks' means business - and it is now up
to the players to put things right."

Grandad Bill would be the first to agree with that.

Tackle everyday
hedltheare costs
from just £2.13 3 week

With an LHF Healthplan, you’ll get money back
towards the cost of treatments such as:
Dental check-ups, fillings etc.

Eye tests, glasses and
contact lenses

Physiotherapy, health screening,
hospital stays and much more...

Join now for 8 free oftficial
National League polo shirt

Just quote ref: LS0005

C3ll 0845 b0 bLO 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk
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thisday

Don Yates looks back to April 9th yesteryear

Way back in 1928 Oldham were a real power in the
game and any team which visited the town knew
that they were in for a severe examination.

On Easter Monday 9th April 1928
Widnes visited Watersheddings
where they crashed to what, at the
time, was their biggest ever defeat.
Oldham won by 60 points to five with
winger Abe Johnson scoring half of
the Roughyeds points with two tries
and a dozen goals. No player in the
history of the club has scored more
points in any one match. The other
ten Oldham tries that afternoon were
scored by centres Sid Rix (3) and
Edgar Thomas (2), stand-off Jack
Oster (2), scrum-half George
Hesketh, second-rower Bob Sloman
and winger Albert Brough.

Saturday 9th April 1960 was a
disappointing day for everyone
connected with the Oldham club. That
day the Roughyeds met Hull in the
semi-final of the Challenge Cup at
Station Road, Swinton. Oldham were
firm favourites to win but the team
were well below par and fumbled their
way to a 12-9 defeat. Hull scored two
converted tries midway through the
first half to go 10-nil in front before
winger Vin Nestor scored the solitary
Oldham try. Despite being 12-3
behind at half-time, Oldham still had
enough opportunities to win the
match after the interval. They failed to
take those opportunities and all they
had to show for their second half
efforts were three penalties from the
unfortunate Bernard Ganley who was
sent off two minutes from time
following an incident with the Hull
prop Mick Scott.

The old ground at Watersheddings
staged many memorable matches
including a Championship Final and a
Challenge Cup Final. It also staged
four Challenge Cup semi-finals, the
first of which was played on Saturday
9th April 1898. A crowd of 15,000 was
in attendance to see Batley take on
Salford. In those days there were strict
rules about professionalism. All

players were expected to work on the
days leading up to a match in order to
qualify for ‘broken time' payment.
Salford flouted those rules and took
their players off to Southport for four
days of match preparation. In the end
it did them little good because Batley
won 5-0 with a try from forward Jack
Rodgers and a goal from centre
Wattie Davies.

It was on Saturday 9th April 1910 that
Wales entertained England at the
North Dean ground, Ebbw Vale. There
were two Oldham players included in
the English team, scrum-half Tom
White and prop-forward Bert ‘Slosher’
Avery. Both were West Countrymen
who enjoyed long and successful
careers with Oldham, their only club.
White made 224 appearances and
Avery played 289 times for the
Roughyeds between 1905 and 1914.
That afternoon in South Wales will not
go down as the most memorable in
their careers because Wales ended
up as comfortable winners by 39
points to eighteen.

Sadly, it was on this day three years
ago, Wednesday 9th April 2003, that
the death occurred in Springhill
Hospice, Rochdale of Dennis Wright.
He was 73 years of age. Wright was a
former professional footballer with
both Oldham Athletic and Glasgow
Rangers. When his playing days were
over he turned to physiotherapy and
was the physio at Watersheddings for
fourteen years between 1961 and
1975. He then joined Salford for eight
years and ended his working life with
a six-year stint at Wigan. Such was
Wright's expertise in his chosen field
that he was also physio to the Great
Britain team. He was a vital member
of the World Cup winning squad in
France in 1972 and, in 1977, he
became the first physio to
accompany a British Lions squad to
Australasia.
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SUPPORT GROUP NEWS

Everyone involved with the Club was very down following last weekend's disaster at
Barrow and, at the time there seemed no reason for optimism. On reflection
however,the situation is just another test of the resolve of our Club.

Only the same weekend, our 2 Directors had managed to pay off another major chunk
of the Club's debt in their continued effort to keep us alive. Lesser men would have
given up long ago, but they are proud men, and have set a lead for everyone else to

follow. Well done to them.

Come on, Roughyeds!! &\&e‘m
o)

carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

streetwise
sports

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com
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A company of €@-0M

Watersheddings born and bred, now exiled in Somerset, Roughyeds fan Kevin is
the season-ticket holder who never gets to a match. But there's no doubting his

passion for what he describes (if his wife isn't around) as the greatest love of his
live. Here he looks back with fondness on the spiritual home of Oldham RLFC.
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OLDHAM R.L.F.C

‘ROUGHYEDS

£41 TO WIN Enjoy that special

OLDHAM RLFC, THE OCCasIon
) * special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
TOWNS No 1 LOTTE RY * retirements * Club fund raising dinners *

Let the club deal with all the organising details
1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED DJ.ARTISTES * SPEAKERS * CATERERS
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED O NET N 0161 Baniiory

P / (WA Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch
the free bus to the ground and back to the social club to meet

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week the players, have some food and enjoy the karaoke.

l SUPPORT Enjoy the facilities
vn“n cl“B' Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday

| Games night snooker - every Thursday
SUPPORT CLUB CASH LOTTERY [
Live entertainment - see notice board

Ladies darts - every Monday

DON’T MISS OUT - BEIN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

AUTOMATIC NO NEED
avour (0161 G28 36T7T o

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

All enquires to THE CLUB STEWARD on 0161 627 2128




Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

www.northernrail.org

Take the train to the game.

No traffic. No hassles. No worries.

Northemn. Proud sponsors of the Northern Rail Cup.

1D northern




Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSH\ELDS ARMGUARD,
STICK MITTS e ﬁELMETS
KICKING TEES ‘OTECT)vg VESTs
QUGBY BALS TACKLE gag
TRANING LADDERS *HIELD Cop

OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

come

see for

yourse

To claim your free pass call us on

and
If FREE

Please produce Uis advert ot teception w clamn your lree Jay pass al Batter Health Club. One Bcvert per serson

ISPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OLS 6HL

et

AL LEAGUE TALK

wilh GARETH WALKER ol RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

THE SEASON STARTS HERE!

AFTER an intriguing Northern Rail Cup campaign,
this weekend marks the start of the LHF
Healthplan league seasons, with the hopes and
aspirations of 22 teams on the line. So who will be
the runners and riders in 2006?

The bookmakers have made Leigh Centurions the
favourites for National League One, based largely
on two eye-catching NRC wins over rivals Widnes
Vikings. But the Vikings sent out a clear
statement of intent with their outstanding
Powergen Challenge Cup win over Super League
Castleford last weekend. Both teams should be
challenging for the minor premiership.

As should Hull Kingston Rovers, whose extensive
close season recruitment campaign has led many
to believe that this could finally be their year. But
can they hit top form when it matters most?

Some observers seem to have overlooked the
chances of Whitehaven, but a formidable home
record and an ambitious new coach in Dave
Rotheram should see them mount a tilt at a third
consecutive Grand Final.

Those four clubs are widely expected to be the
strongest, though there will undoubtedly be a
scramble below them. Rochdale Hornets are so far
unbeaten under Darren Abram and have started
impressively, while Halifax have struggled a little,
hindered by a host of injuries to key players.

Doncaster Lakers appear to be hitting form now
under new boss Tony Miller, and could also be top
six contenders.

At the bottom, most are expecting Oldham,
Batley Bulldogs and York City Knights to be
involved in a scrap to avoid the bottom two
places, which this year result in automatic

relegation. But on the same hand, each will feel
they can mount a push for the play-offs.

In NL2, Dewsbury Rams are the clear favourites
with the bookies having gone agonisingly close to
promotion last year. Their billing looks well
placed ? Andy Kelly?s side will be the team to
beat.

But there will be a host of teams bidding to usurp
them. Swinton Lions have produced some
excellent performances to date; while relegated
Featherstone Rovers have made some
considerable strides since a stuttering start to the
NRC.

Two teams tipped to go well, Sheffield Eagles and
Workington Town, have both dropped off a little
in recent weeks but certainly should not be ruled
out, and neither should an experienced Hunslet
Hawks team.

Keighley Cougars and Barrow Raiders have both
shown already that they shouldn?t be
underestimated by anyone, despite having
limited budgets.

Gateshead Thunder have yet to scale the heights
of last season but are still capable, while
Blackpool Panthers and London Skolars will be
looking to progress from disappointing
campaigns in 2005.

And what can we expect of Welsh newcomers
Celtic Crusaders? The bookies have them at
second favourites for the title, but their real
prospects will not become apparent until a few
weeks into the league season.

It all adds up to a fascinating few months ahead.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...
Leaguer v |

eague Express

..OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughyleague.com




2006

OPPONENTS CupP VENUE K.0. RESULT W/ ATT
Rochdale Homets Law Cup L
27/1/06____Leeds Rhino's Friendly H 20:00 | 16-8 | W 3,191
15/2/06 __ Rochdale Homets NR Cup A 19:45 | 1816 | L | 920
19/2/06 Halifax RLFC NRC H 15:00 | 26-42 | L {1268
2/2/06 _ KeighleyCougars  NRCup | H [15:00 2524 | W | 764
8/3/06 Halifax RLFC NR Cup A 19:30 | 668 | L | 897
12/3/06  Saddleworth Rangers POWERGI H 15.00 | 3210 | W | 804
CC 3RD RD
19/3/06 __ Rochdale Homets NR Cup H 15:00 | 10-22 | L | 783
26/3/06  Keighley Cougars NR Cup A 1500 | 32-28 | W | 946
2/4/06 Barrow Raiders POWERGEN| A 1500 | 840 [ L | 975
CC 4TH RD
9/4/06 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 H 15:00
14/4/06 _ Rochdale Homets NL1 A 15:00
17/4/06 _ Doncaster Lakers NL1 H 15:00
30/4/06___Leigh Centurions NL1 A 15:00
14/5/06 _ Whitehaven NL1 H 15:00
21/5/06 POWERGE
CC 5THRD
28/5/06 __ Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 A 15:00
4/6/06 Halifax RLFC NL1 A 15:00
POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP QUARTER FINALS cC
11/6/06 __York City Knights NL1 H 15:00
25/6/06_ York City Knights NL1 A 15:00
2/1/06 Rochdale Homets NL1 H 15:00
9/7/06 Widnes Vikings NL1 A 15:00
21/7/06___Batley Bulldogs NL1 H 19:45
30/7/06 __ Doncaster Lakers NL1 A 15:00
POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP SEMI FINALS cC
6/8/06 Halifax RLF C NL1 H 15:00
13/8/06 Batiey Bulldogs NL1 A 15:00
20/8/06  Widnes Vikings NL1 H 15:00
26/8/06 PWMGMBGE POWCE}SGEN
3/9/06 !ﬂ cemrlons NL1 H 15:00
10/9/06___ Whitehaven NL1 A 15:00
17/9/06__LHF Healthplan Play Offs
24/9/06 _ LHF Healthplan Play Offs
1/10/06 __ LHF Healthplan Play Offs
8/10/06  LHF Healthplan Grand
Final & Piay Off Final

Key

NR Cup - Northern Rail Cup

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1
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