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Every day we bring N - - i

you more! PPN

® News from your area # National and international news e Local and national sport
® Next day’s race card e Special features @ Your letters ® Comprehensive TV Guide

Halifax Rugby League Football Club Ltd.

® Local weather @ Puzzles and crosswords ® Competitions & Haaiilin i N Sy Sl RO LA
® Thousands of items for sale e Register of births, deaths & marriages
And just to give you better value and more for our readers
We make ‘Today’ special with something different every night

0 say that last weeks result against Rochdale was Telephone: 01422 342762

disappointing is an understatement. Whilst the Fax: 01422 349607

c!ub (urre‘n'llg have wha} the press like to call an Email: info®@halifaxrifc.co.uk

“injury crisis” (we certainly missed a number of
key players against Rochdale) the overall performance
was far below what | would expect to be seeing from a
Fax side — with one or two notable exceptions. We set
out to try and win the Northern Rail contest, even if our
main target remains the league, and we need to get
back on track with a win today against the Roughyeds.

We welcome everyone associated with the

Boundary Park Club and whilst they too have suffered a

Website: www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

Hon. Chairman: Howard Posner

Directors: Paul Dixon, David Durbin,
Don Fish, Mike Riley, Michael Steele
Company S tary: Michael Steele
RL Council Member: Howard Posner

crop of early season injuries, | know it will be a tough game. This will be especially Head Coach: Anthony Farrell
true, because a win for them would give them the whip hand in qualifying for the Assistant Coach/Academy Manager
knockout stages of the contest. | particularly welcome John Pendlebury to the Mick Scott
Shay. John's time at the Club was amongst the better of our recent years and | am Under 1 Coach: Karl Fairbank
sure he will be sharing a drink or two after the game with Paul Dixon and Mick Conditioner: Paul Royston
Scott, both of whom played with John. Player Performance Manager:
There are also a number of other current playing links to the Oldham club. Martin Gonzalez
Alan Hadcroft and Ged Corcoran — who both may miss out through injury today — Doctor: Dr Adrian O'Donovan
where here last year, whilst Wayne Corcoran, Craig Dean and Chris Mayberry have Physiotherapist: Helen Smith
all also featured for Fax
You may have seen over the weekend, that the RFL announced new rules on Commercial Manager: Mike Riley
club solvency, rules our representative supported at the RFL council vote. All clubs ffice Manager: Sarah Morgan

will now be required to regularly demonstrate to the RFL that their statutory duties ) jer: Jenna Helliwell
are being carried out with “due probity”. It will not stop clubs having financial
problems, but it will set up an early warning mechanism allowing early intervention, Sales:Manager
penalties and sanction. Provided it is policed properly by the RFL, this is a big step Richard Watmough
forward for the game

Finally | would like to say a word or two about referees. It is only three weeks
into the season and already we are having some controversy. At Super League level
The RFL Match Officials Director, Stuart Cummings, has admitted that Ashley Kline
made a mistake that cost Harlequins the game against Bradford. Mistakes happen
and no referee will be perfect, but Mr. Cummings clearly needs to sit down and
look more closely at the performance of all his referees and try and see the games
as we spectators see them.

At present, failures by referees to get their message across in a clear and
consistent way, linked to a lack of understanding about what is actually going on, is

Timekeeper/Historian: Andrew Hardcastle
Webmaster: Conrad Edkins

Press Officer: David Fleming

Kit & Equipment Managed by: Stan &
Hilda Hardy, Phil Coventry, “Ned" Kelly

Stadium Management by: The Shay
Stadium Trust
CEO: Geoff Butler

spoiling the game. Did our match last week really merit 20 penalties. The Oldham Ground Staff: Mark Hans & Graham
game against Keighley had 30 (as did the Dewbury v Doncaster match), whilst the Osbourne
Sheffield v Hull KR saw referee Robert Kicks award 36, almost one every two
- minutes. The number is more than the average Rugby Union game, which has been Blue 'N' White is brought to you by
————— =i e criticised for years by some league fans as being too technical and spoilt by the Digi Group Ltd of Leeds 0870 333 999 4
® VIRGINIA MASON. Presents her inimitable view on life, © Hunary w“. g penalty count!!
shopping and everything. (MR S & We are also told that five referees failed pre-season fitness tests, but were Photographs courtesy of Halifax Courier
e allowed to continue with their whistles. Perhaps the fact that many are so unfit and and Lewis Outing.
® 7 DAY SCENE. The week’s best VA e thus unable to keep up with play, results in them having to award penalties so they
pictures including ‘On the Town'. . S £s can have a rest! | simply do not think §luart Cummings is QOinq his j(_)b properly Views expressed herein are the opinions
and that he appears more concerned with water carriers whilst detracting from the of individue nors and not
core values of the sport. His priorities need to change quickly. Bl necessarily the views of the Clubl

| hope you will be able to enjoy the game today and that Fax will get their ac

!
together and produce a win. e 7
JUST GOT LOUDER! | %‘%
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Andy Kirk

Age 23

iy
o
Leeds, Wakefield,

Salford

Indian, Curries
@D s - i oo

Hip Hop
R'n"B

Wham — ‘Bad Boys’

Green Mile

EERIEEEED Gol, fishing,

socialising, rubicks cube

HEESGEREHELRNEIEN) Once gave

Jenson Button a driving lesson
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ACTIVE TEMPERATURE CONTROL FOR ATHLETES

armourfit® is the new range of high performance underwear from Canterbury of New Zealand. . o - . :
Available in two temperature control ranges, and =rmos it cold. armourfit® actively o ) Gk e
controls your body temperature by wicking sweat away from your body. armourfit® also features : ' i
muscle compression properties which support and promote muscle alignment, significantly preventing i

N\ (e : i hat
muscle fatigue from lactic acid build up during performance. Z:tf(::‘:gm k(\):s ozr kaez :jh;?r?; It n 1 is

spare time, but you may have to buy

EPM.| lPF' fl ® ( £ 7, 3 ' me a drink to get that out of me!

For further information and stockists please visit: www.armourfit.com  CANTERBURY OF NEW ZEALAND




COACH’S CORNER MATCH REPO HaLIFax RLFC [}

Ask Faz...

&

Q. Liz asks “The Players didn't seem loo enthused last
weekend. . What sort of things can you do to get them
molivated?”

A. Every week we watch a video edit of the oppositions last
few games, and we also have individual and team sessions
after every game where we watch the previous games high
& lowlights. But professional players shouldn't really need
motivating pre games but obviously we do spend a lot of
time before games motivating the team. Music plays a big
part too.

Q. Matt asks “After a defeat do you change your training
routines or your game strategies?”

A. We are constantly changing our training routines and
adapting them to the needs of that week's opposition. Game
strategies too change week to week again dependent on who
we are playing. And of course game strategies have to
change dependent on who's in the team. We have to play
to those players’ strengths and weaknesses.

Q. Lee wants to know * When things go wrong on the pitch
who do you look for amongst the players to get things put
right or to motivate the players?”

A. As a coach there's not a lot you can do once the team is
out there playing. You can, of course, change tactics by
passing messages out and obviously aqgain at half time you
can changes things you've identified. But on the field you
have to look to your Captain and senior players to help get
us back to the game plan.

Q. Sue asks “ | see Jamie Bloem is generally at Match Days
as the water carrier, but obviously that's not his main role...
What do you use him for?"

A Jamie wanted to stay on being involved with the Club
after his retirement last season, and given his previous
involvement with the Club and his familiararity with the
players, he's the ideal person to act as a water carrier but
also to help communicate messages onto the field. He knows
most of the players as well and that allows him to help with
players' individual needs too.

OCHDALE, it seems, are the team that Halifax

just cannot beat.

Having lost twice to the Hornets last season,
both times on the last play the of the game,
Anthony Farrell's side managed to turn in a
performance so lacklustre there was only ever gomq
to be one winner.

Rochdale scored the only two tries of a torrid
opening period and then resisted Fax's second-half
comeback to claim the spoils.

Rochdale had taken the lead after an opening
minutes which had seen no fewer than six scrums
as both teams struggled to string two passes
together. Brad Attwood, standing in at full-back for
the injured Damian Gibson, stopped Paul Owen's
burst through the middle, but there was little he
could do when the ball was swept left to where
Richard Varkulis bludgeoned his way through a
short-handed defence.

Mark McCully's touchline conversion was an
ominous omen as the Hornets began to physically
dominate their hosts, with Fax’s best hope of a
response coming from Joel Penny, the Australian
sending both Boults and Birchall to within inches of
the whitewash.

Centre Andy Kirk looked dangerous, although when
his scything break just past the half hour ended with
a penalty for not playing the ball correctly it was
indicative of Fax's out of sorts afternoon.

Things went from bad to worse in the 34th minute,
Attwood again saving Fax's bacon with a fine stop

HALIFAX 12 -16 RO

Report by James Roberts, Halifax Courfer

on Tommy Goulden, only for centre Lee Patterson
to cross in almost exactly the same place as
Varkulis had done earlier on.

The sight of a 12-0 scoreline seemed to give Fax a
belated gee-up, with returning skipper Damian
Ball and Kirk both going close — the latter
slipping on the greasy surface with only Owen to
beat — and Penny being pushed into touch inches
from the corner flag.

Fax dominated the opening exchanges of the
second-half, with Dean Lawford and Penny both
forcing Hornets to concede drop outs that,
eventually, yielded a breakthrough.

Dominic Brambani hoisted the diagonal bomb and
Anthony Blackwood soared above the defence to
touch down.

Lawford slotted over a fine conversion, and
pressure continued unabated, with Lawford and
Brambani taking the drop out count to four,
albeit without reward on the scoreboard.

P A
Unfortunately, Hornets were soon over in the
corner through winger Chris Giles and Fax were
staring down the barrel of a 10-point deficit.

To their credit, the home side did not give up
the ghost.

Winger James Haley was tackled into touch by
the flag, before Larder got some reward for 8o
minutes of industry when he slid under the posts
from Brambani's pass.

With seconds remaining, Fax's go-for-broke
approach set Blackwood free down the left

flank only for the move to fail due to a lack

of support.

HALIFAX: Tries: Blackwood, Larder
Goals: Lawford (2)

ROCHDALE: Tries: Giles, Patterson, Varkulis
Goals: McCully (2)

ATTENDANCE: 1,479
REFEREE: Gareth Hewer (Whitehaven)



OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

James Roberts reports

ALIFAX will be looking to complete their first r N ’
double of the season against Oldham today. L J
But they will know it won't be easy against John aded
Pendlebury’s side, who opened their account for

the season when they edged home against b Y

Keighley last weekend courtesy of Chris Hough's drop goal.
Although the Roughyeds were comprehensively beaten by
= - - Fax at Boundary Park a fortnight ago - courtesy of Joel
12 £ ITEE ) Penny'’s blistering hat-trick - they still scored 26 points.

i Vvl P : That alone should ward off any complacency on Fax's part,
even allowing for the injuries that have reduced
Pendlebury’s paper-thin squad to the bare bones.

Without Fax old boys Alan Hadcroft, who has a dislocated
shoulder, and Ged Corcoran, who is nursing a fractured
cheekbone, Oldham will be trying to plug the gaps.

But Pendlebury will be encouraged by the way his forwards,
led by outstanding back-rowers Mark Roberts and Andy
Bailey, took the game to Fax the last time the teams met.

Celebrate the return of the Powergen Challenge Cup Final If they can do that again, and substitute Paul Wingfield

to Wembley by securing your place in history. comes up with the same kind of impact from the bench,
then Oldham will entertain hopes of following in

Tickets are available from so order now Rochdale’s footsteps.

to avoid disappointment. And with Craig Dean, the sole playmaker for most of the
game at Boundary Park, getting support from the fit-again
Hough and the impressive Gareth Barber, the Fax defence

In 2006 we're back at Wembley Stadium.

*Includes £1 donation to the RFL Benevolent Fund.

will no doubt be subjected to another searching

0870 990 1313 —— examination today.
www.engagesuperieague.co.uk <2

(0870 990 1310)

boxoffice@rfl.uk.com

RUGBY LEAGUE

~
52

SN
POWERGEN
RUGBY LEAGUE. It's a whole different ballgame & j CHALLENGE CUP J




COMMERCIAL CORNER

Commercis

Welcome to today's game against Oldham
Bears. Hopefully another exciting game
against one of our local rivals and hopefully
one we can win for a second time this
season. The Northern Rail Cup is definitely
something we want to win, so after last
weeks set back against Rochdale we need to
get back to winning ways.

Our Match Day host today is Briggs Priestley
of Halifax. Their involvement with the Club
goes beyond just providing us with trophies
and plaques. They provided us with the
vinyls that you see around Calderdale on the
A Frame trailer, showing our next fixture
here at the Shay. They've also provided us
with some new post pads and corner flags.
So a really warm welcome to David Armitage
and his guests and we hope you all have a
tremendous day out here at the Shay.

Our Match Ball Sponsor today is Acorn
Stairlifts. I'm sure you will know that they
are one of the worlds leading Stairlift
Manufacturers (the equipment that assists
disabled people to cope with stairs). Perhaps
Acorn's Sponsorship will help us to climb
back up our stairs today. Acorn sponsored
us last season, so it's especially nice to
welcome Joanne Kennedy and her guests,
back here again today.

Our thanks as ever, go to Darren Leach of
Cutting Edge Carpets, who is continuing his
Hit Man award again this season and also to
John and Linda Kitson, who are sponsoring
our new award “Champagne Moment", which
as you now know, is to commemorate
anything really special or different that
happens during the game. Last weeks winner
of the award was Dominic Brambani for the
crossfield kick which helped Anthony
Blackwood score his try.

Some of the new Canterbury leisure wear can
now be viewed on the Club’s web shop
which you can find at www.halifaxrlfc-
shop.co.uk/store It's our plan to keep
updating the range reqularly, so keep an eye
on this web page and be the first to be seen
in those hoodies, polo shirts, rain jackets
etc.. You can also order this leisure wear
from The Halifax Independent Supporters
Trust shop (close to the entrance from the
Weavers car park). The shop opens every
Saturday morning between 10am and 12
Noon. The shop is also open for go minutes
before and one hour after, each home game.

Finally, just a couple of dates for your diary;

Friends of Fax are holding a Sportsman
Dinner at Bertie's Banqueting Rooms in
Elland on Thursday April 6th.

There will be a first rate line up to entertain
you, with lan Millward as Guest Speaker,
John Stiles the Comedian and Eddie
Hemmings from Sky TV, the compare. It will
be a great night out and you can get tickets
( £35 per person ) by ringing the Club on
01422 342792

In addition, for the Lady supporters, there
will be another Ladies night at the Weavers

on Friday June 30th. More details of this
event, later.

Enjoy the game.
/ P
4 ’6'

HOLMFIELD, HALIFAX

Proud to be providing
pre-match day catering to

HALIFAX RLFC

Come along and sample the extensive
beer garden & menu at one of Halifax’s
premier public houses. Also see the

HALIFAX RLFC HALL OF FAME

Authorised by the Past Players Association

ALL HOME & AWAY SUPPORTERS WELCOME!

[

Y. 0Ol R

Regain voux
independence

with an ACORN Stairlift

- * Open 7 days
y ‘ * New or Recondhtioned

B UA

Your home 1 one of your most precions passessions
s fusst bricky anel srortar; bt Jisll of memories

and at the heart of your social and family lefe.

V - FREE bomeial
* Rent or Buy

* Next day installation available

b * Direct from the Manufacturer

Call us now on FREEPHONE

0800 1919 19

tor a free no obligation quote |

.l. i
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Cutting Edge Carpets

Sz

Call for a FREE quote

* HOT DEALS ON NEW AND USED VEHICLES

* EXCLUSIVE OFFERS ON FABIAS, OCTAVIAS AND SUPERBS

* BRAND NEW SERVICE DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN

This is pretty good really, as this is
only the third match programme of
the season, the article for the Keighley

Match certainly provoked considerable interest in
our programmes.

The easy answer to all these queries and questions
would be to tell everyone to have a look at the
display in the Southdale Homes Lounge. There in
the display case is a large scale version of our
Annual Report, it is quite a comprehensive account
setting out what we are about and how we go
about achieving our goals.

We are constantly looking at ways in which we can
improve the quality of our service with schools
and other young peoples’ organisations.

As part of our strong links with the Rugby Club,
the Playing for Success team have been able to
help with the delivery of some of the community

* Fitters of carpets, vinyl and
laminates
* Your number one choice for
private and contracts work
[ ] A” WOFk guara nteed nce again we have been inundated initiatives that Halifax RLFC are trying to
with enquiries as to who we are and implement. Likewise the club are making coaches
° NO JOB TOO SMALL what do we do here at the Blue Base. and players available for the study support

sessions, the young people are beginning to build
up a nice collection of autographs.

The players are subjected to a series of question
and answer sessions led by the young people.
With some of the groups who visit us for daytime
sessions, the lads carry out coaching drills, whilst
we deliver indoor activities. Good working
partnerships are the key to success, here at The
Blue Base Study Centre, we are fortunate to have
the backing of a cracking team, so today and for
the rest of the season let's give that team our
cracking support.

Enjoy the game. >
- 5 ./L// -
€74 2
Study Centre Manager
Blue Base Study Support Centre

wvorked with recently

W Sh e CAR SUPPLIER TO JOEL PENNY [+) . < - -
g\\e %‘o o o v ¢ >, Adding a sporting Dimension
S < Shay Syke, Halifax HX1 2ND . to Learning
L~ 5 Telephone: 01422 380380 Ciklercas

Tel: 01422 300013 —~~<>

You ove™ lightcliffemotors.co.uk qUTO Playing for Success




Tackle e.veryday
hedltheadre costs

LEAGUE

e

from just +2.13 38 week

With an LHF Healthplan, you'll get money back
towards the cost of treatments such as:

C3ll 0845 L0 bO 543

of Simplyhea
re

Dental check-ups, fillings etc.

Eye tests, glasses and
contact lenses

Physiotherapy, health screening,
hospital stays and much more...

Join now for a8 free official
National League polo shirt

Just quote ref: LS0005

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

ancial Services Authority. Simplyhealth Acce
S g

5.
tor

Its re ed office is at Hamble

telephone calis to help imprc

READY TO
RUMBLE?

TRY this
weeks rugby

wordsearch
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FAX FACT

In season 1956-57 prop forward
John Thorley played 48 first-team
matches. And there were no
substitutes in those days to give
him a breather. It's the record
number of appearances in a season
for a Halifax player.

SUPPORTERS’ STUMBLES

How much do you remember about last season? Here's a few teasers for you

0 Which team finished top of the Super
League Table BUT didn’t qualify for the
0 Grand Final?

Which club finished in the top six of Super
League for the first time ever in 2003?

o Which player scored 796 ties in 688 games
between 1945 — 19647

o Which club did Jamie Thackray leave to join
Hull?

e lan Millward was coach at which Club
before he joined St Helens?

Which was the Last Rugby League Club
Martin Offish played for before he retired?

All these anagrams are players connected with
either Halifax or Oldham.

A. evil crap

B. purley bend

C. slow tact

D. notably ok cowhand
E. so win link

F. job as on lust

Siinog uoser o} vosUIM(3 (xejijeH) poomyeg huoyiuy (p (xejljeH) me) 1o (3 (weypjo)fungajpuad (q (Weypjo) 1eARIY € 'SINYHOYNY
piojies ‘g ybia) *S projapse) ¥ veasg veng € plRyayes T sudjeH 1S 1
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packages still
available at The Shay. @

Wine and dine pre-match,

watch the game in reserved

seats, then meet and greet the Funny thing, smoking Welcome to

John Pendlebury
this afternoon.

He is a man dear to the heart of Halifax
fans and staff after the many things he
has done for the club both as a player
(the Elia tackle at Wembley and all that
for example) and as a coach (remember
that great 1998 season?).

One thing that he is seldom given any

plagers in the plagers lounqe Once upon a time, 20 or so years ago, fans at

rugby league matches were barred from
smoking mainly due to the fire risk.
. Grandstands like the ones at Thrum Hall,
Prices start from £40 per head. Watersheddings, Spotland, Fartown and the
: Boulevard were considered to be tinder kegs
If you are interested or need because of their wooden composition.

X § All those grounds have gone, to be replaced
any furhter information, please by modern structures and yet you still can’t

afterwards.

: . ; light up. credit for however is the way that he
call Mike Rlleg, Commercial Not because you can set fire to concrete and insisted on overhauling the club’s youth
steel but on health grounds these days. E{Oellg‘éx]:u;ggg/( ?\% A——
Manager 0on 01422 342792 Although you still wouldn’t want to strike a Lancashire based Derek Standish as a

match in the dressing room corridors at either
The Willows or The Jungle.

The latest stadium to issue a no-smoking ban is
ELECTRIC BOWL, 70 COMMERCIAL STREET, HALIFAX, HX1 2JE. TEL: 01422 301123 that at Warrington and you wouldn’t have
thought there was anything remotely
flammable there except Ben Westwood's
disposition.

r That’s purely and simply on health grounds.
4 Poor old Stan Hardy has it down to
! victimisation after bging accosted at Boundary
= Park the other week.
Perhaps the solution would be to have
of buying a used car R e
A Halifax player who has also
represented Scotland told me of
- the polite way that they put
their case across at a rugby
union ground in Glasgow.
They have a large sign as
you enter the grandstand
which says "We would
prefer it if you didn’t
smoke”....
How's that for style?

scout and Pendlebury, Standish and Mick
Scott spent many a Sunday morning
prowling up and down the touchline at
Junior games.

He also cajoled the board into signing top
youth players even if they cost a little
more and the fruits of his labours only
began to show after his departure in June
1999.

We're talking names like Danny Tickle,
Sean Penkywicz, Danny Halliwell and Ged
Corcoran here and don’t forgot that David
Hodgson had also arrived a few months
previously.
All came through to the first team and, if
nothing else, the massive fees received
for Tickle and Hodgson helped to keep
the club afloat three or four years ago.
That doesn’t mean that it was all
plain sailing with that particular
group of Lancastrians.
One of them astounded his coach by
saying that he was a “professional
gambler” when asked what he did
for a living.
And their names became a name for
unpredictability!
One of the many stories popular at the
time (perhaps acrophyal) told how coach
Steve Linnane decided to clamp down on
discipline by imposing large fines for

Multi pre-delivery inspection incl. timing belt change
* No quibble comprehensive guarantee/warranty
Full workshop facilities on-site

* Finance arranged to suit every pocket
Ask for details

West Yorksbire
Trading Nandards

It’s always distressing to see old friends in trouble
so it wasn’t pleasant so see Eddie Riddlesden on

Motor Trade the front page of the “"Evening Courier” last week. things like unpunctuality.
P hi z Our former winger is accused of profiting from the So when two of them missed their lift to
artnership sale of drugs and has been ordered to pay his training one morning they decided to hire

alleged proceeds to the courts.
Apparently when police raided his house they

found £15000 in notes stuffed into an Ali Baba
type washing basket.
I suppose it's an obvious way of getting money

laundered......

a taxi from Leigh.

Said vehicle got stuck in traffic on the
motorway and then got lost though.

And the eventual fare cost more than the
fines would have done.....

Pye Nest Road, Sowerby Bridge. Tel: 01422 351553/353433




CASHFAX

‘Biggest donated cash prize ever given in Calderdale by a sports club’

£10,0

CASH GUARANTEED

25 X £5 prizes each week

5 x £100 prizes each week

— except the last Saturday in each month
when the prize will be icreased to £1000
The last Saturday in Dece,ber prize

will be £2000

The last Saturday in June 2006 will

be £10,000

Everyone subscribing to
Cashfax makes a direct
contribution to ongoing
improvements to the
town'’s rugby league
club and enhance

youth developments

in an existing successful
organisation.

To join call 01422 342792 today.

HALIFAX RLFC .

HOT G&SSIP

ot too much actual gossip for you
today — well not that we can print
in the programme!! We hear stories
all the time from various sources,
but you will have to become a volunteer in
the office to hear them!! We have started
getting players coming in and telling us
stories, but until we have received some
verification, we will not print them.

As you know we have recently had a lot
of the players going into hospital for various
operations. We get the initial telephone
requests for insurance details etc., when we
take the opportunity to ask them to look
after our boys. Often as not, we also get
calls from the nursing staff, such as "what a
sweetie he was”, “you can send that one
back again — especially if he wears those

little shorts" and “God he can flirt
\‘ can't he"! One call that surprised us
though, was to tell us that a Player had

left his teddy!!! His name may
~ appear in a later programme.

Some of our players possibly

. need hearing aids when it comes
3 to listening to the Coaching
@ Staff. One especially is

Stringbean. He was asked to go
a fetch the two bags of cones from the
car and came back with two bags
of charcoal!!l What he thought
they were going to do with them
in training | do not know.

We have already had a
request from a player to tailor his

playing shirt to his body!! Apparently this
would mean he could run faster and couldn't
be tackled as easily! This could prove difficult
when we have numbered, not squad shirts.
Can you imagine, if we tailored a shirt to fit
one of our “ slim jims * to unpick it before
the game, to fit “ a beefy forward.

At last weekend's game, a couple of
Matchday staff couldn’t work at the game
and our Lottery Sales Manager, Richard
Watmough, helped out by selling Golden
Gamble tickets. He actually did very well
(who would argue with a big lad like
Richard), until he called in to the Weavers
and only managed to sell one ticket to four
people — Dave Fleming plus our three
Bagmen !!

Update on the “Damian" household —
Damian No 2 is only just realising how bad it
can be living with Damian No 1. He has only
just found out about his pre-match rituals.
They couldn’t be different to his own. No 1
stays up the night before and rises late on
the day of the game, with loud music being
the order of the day. Some investment in
soundproofing for “Damian Towers”, may
now be a necessity.

The next programme we will be doing a
piece on Players’ superstitions
before a game. We would have

printed it this week but apparently
some of them are superstitious
about telling us their superstitions!
Don't worry we will get it out of
them.



Community

Coaching Trust

The newly formed Calderdale Coaching Forum
was brought into its conception recently, with
‘an evening with John Kear" in the Southdale
Lounge.

For those interested in the *Skills Course' (at the
next meeting on 27th March), please contact
Malcolm Kielty on 07946 510900. The course is
relevant to coaches for ALL age groups.

CALDERDALE RL SERVICE AREA

Within the early part of this month, letters of
invitation will be going out to youngsters at age
groups Under 12/13/14/15, to form the ‘train on’
squads for this years representative games.

ALL squads will be training Monday nights at
Old Brods, Hipperholme from 6.30pm to 8pm
with this years games being played at various
venues. There will be at least one game per age
group at the Shay. Further details will be
available during the month of March.

LETS TACKLE IT TOGETHER PROGRAMME

A programme of Lifestyle and Sports training
for youngsters started on Thursday 23rd
February, with Damien Gibson and his fellow
players, assisting Community Coach, Pete
Richardson. Part of the course shows children
the gym facilities (punch bag and all!ll),
showing them the various pieces of equipment
and their uses. They were also told what the 6
weeks course would include, including the
chance to keep their ‘Hx Kit" if they're
successful within their course work. The
participants were given a tour of the Shay,
receiving information on healthy eating and its
impact on your body.

This was followed (obviously), by a healthy
meal in the Weavers, to underpin the messages
of simple, but healthy food.

IN THE COMMUNITY HauFax RLFC [l

@“A’ The Thoughts of Chairman Mal

The Independent Voice for Supporters of Halifax RLFC

ver the last few months the Trust has been
closer to the community. Malcolm Kielty is
the Trusts Community Liaison Officer who has
worked tirelessly to deliver coaching in
Calderdale Schools. Working alongside Malcolm is a
team of fully qualified sports coaches. These vary in
number and sporting expertise depending on the
programme being delivered.
The CLO provides regular updates to the Supporters
Trust, The Stadium Trust, Halifax RLFC and Halifax Town
AFC
The following list highlights just some of the projects
that Malcolm is taking into the community;

* Anti Social Behaviour (Senior WY Schools)
 Anti Social Behaviour

* Rugby Training Year (four Junior Schools)

* Mixed Sport Delivery

* Gym Development

* Dance Project

« Black and Ethnic Minority Rugby Day Experience

When you get Children involved in sport, who knows,
one of the them could be representing Great Britain at
the 2012 Olympics.

During June this year the Trust will be hosting the
Northern meeting of Supporters Direct and at that
meeting the Trust will be giving a presentation on Grant
Application which we feel sure, will benefit communities
across the north of England

NEW RUGBY LEAGUE ACADEMY FOR HALIFAX

If you're aged 16 to 18 and enjoy
playing rugby league football, you
may be a candidate for the new
Calderdale College Rugby League
Football Academy which is being
launched this September in a
partnership between Halifax Rugby
League Football Club, Calderdale
Rugby League Service Area and
Calderdale College.

The Academy will combine eight
hours of top level rugby league
coaching and weekly fixtures in the
Student Rugby League with A-
levels and vocational qualifications,
leading to employment in sports
and related sectors. There will
also be an optional route into
higher education.

The two-year full time programme

will kick off in September following
trials and interviews to take place
in the spring. There are 25 places
on offer to young people from
Calderdale and neighbouring towns
and students can apply for an
Educational Maintenance Allowance
(EMA) of up to £30 a week.
Candidates are invited to ring Matt
Fawcett at Calderdale College on
Halifax 357357 for more
information.

“This partnership between the club
and Calderdale College is a major
community initiative, one in which
the club will put every effort to
ensure its success”, said Howard
Posner, chairman of Halifax RLFC.
“l am certain that there are a lot of
local youngsters who can benefit

and perhaps we can help some on
their way to a successful
professional rugby career”.

Matt Fawcett, programme manager
for sport at Calderdale College
said “At the moment there are
limited progression routes for
players aged 16. The only
scholarships in place are for Super
League and talented local players
are either picked up by them or
not at all. The new Rugby League
Academy allows young players the
chance of reaching their full
potential while keeping open other
options for further study or
specialised employment. We're
looking forward to hearing from
them to take part in trials over the
coming weeks".

Paul Royston Conditioner to Halifax RLFC
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Health Club

Workouts Health Club Ltd
224-226 Oakworth Road, Keighley BD21 1QX

Tel: 01535 690 645 Fax: 01535 661285
Email: info@workouts.co.uk Web. www.workouts.co.uk
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www.northernrail.org

Take the train to the game.

No fraffic. No hassles. No worries.
Northemn. Proud sponsors of the Northern Rail Cup.
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Another game, another injury. That seems
the only thing that is consistent in the
colours of blue and white at the moment.
The queue for the treatment table at the
moment is probably worse than the local A &
E department. | can assure everyone that
the players are in safe hands with the
medical staff at the club. The Doc and
especially Helen (physio) have been working
around the clock to provide treatment for the
injured players. Devastating news to find
out Spinky's thumb was in plaster only two

R [

hours after leaving the shay last Sunday
teatime. The way he's been applying himself
in training over the last month, after missing
out on selection from the team, has been
awesome. Also on the injury front, Hecko
also looks like he'll be spending a few weeks
on the sideline. Another blow, because |
know how much he was up for the game and
it's really disappointing that his first run in
the team ended after half an hour.

There always seems to be a positive that can
arise from a negative situation and these
misfortunes have presented the fringe
players with an opportunity to make
themselves a permanent fixture in the side.
It is sometimes difficult for certain players,
especially those who play consistently well
in the U21's competition, yet find their
chances of getting a st team run few and far
between. This can be in part at least, due to
the sheer size of the squad. Now is the time
for those players to stake their claim now.
The performance against Rochdale was
ordinary, there's no other way of putting it.
We did demonstrate a ten minute period of
quality play during the beginning of the 2nd
half, but that needs to be sustained for
prolonged periods if we are ever going to
build pressure and ask questions of our
opposition. However, the poor overall
performance has been a wake up call for the
boys. As Phil Gould once said “Lets do the
basic things exceptionally well and the
exceptional things basically well.”



CLUB STATS & FI XTURES All Sunday and Monday kick off times are 3pm, Friday night %k off time is 7.30pm HALIFAX RLFC .

AWAY MATCH TRAVEL

Kells ARLFC v Halifax RLFC

at The Recreation Ground, Whitehaven; Sunday 12 March 2006, KO 3pm
To gel to the Recreation Ground
Mb62 to M6, from M6 Junction 40 (A66/Asg2)

Follow signs Keswick A66. In one mile at roundabout take second exit
Junction with Asgr

Forward (signposted Cockermouth) into Keswick bypass. Junction with
1\5:)|//\5.57|

At roundabout take second exit. Junction with Bg28g.

Forward (signposted Workington).

In 4.9 miles turn left Asgs (signposted Whitehaven).

In 2.9 miles at roundabout take second exit, (Edge of) Dislington.
In 3.4 miles branch right Asog4 (signposted Town Centre)

By New Road enter Whitehaven.

Follow signs St. Bees Bg34s for Whitehaven R.L ground (on left)

Keighley Cougars v Halifax RLFC
Sunday 1gth March 2006, ko 3pm
To get to Cougar Park:

Take the Ab2g to Keighley. Upon entering Keighley turn right on to
Haincliffe Road.

Turn left on to Hainworth Wood Road, Turn right on to Park Lane
Turn right onto Broom Street, Turn left on to Parkwood Rise

Rochdale Hornets v Halifax RLFC

Sunday 26th March 2006; ko 3pm
To get to Spotland:

Exit the M62 at junction 20 signposted Rochdale, Oldham A627(M). At
the roundabout {alw the 3rd exit marked Rochdale.

Follow the dual carriageway to a set of traffic lights, get into the left
hand lane, should be a filter, this will take you under the Co-op
bridge.

You will be on another dual carriageway for approx 30 seconds, until
you reach another roundabout (with Tesco on your left hand side).

Get into the middle lane here, and take the second exit onto Roch
Valley Way.

Follow this road to the top until you get to a set of traffic lights (with
the Cemetry Inn facing).

Go straight through the lights which takes you straight onto Sandy
Lane.

Follow the road round, and you will see the football ground on your
right hand side.

Official Supporters Bus Details
Kells Game - Departs The Shay Car Park 10am - Adults £12, Under 125 £5

All adults who travel on this bus will receive a £2 discount voucher on travel to
the Whitehayven game on 28th May 2006

Keighley Game - Departs Shay Car Park 1i5pm - Adult £6, Under 125 £3
Rochdale Game - Departs Shay Car Park ipm - Adult £6, Under 125 £3

All who travel on both the Keighley and Rochdale buses will receive half price
travel to the Batley game on 14th April.

To book please contact Neil Arber on 07714 488080
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PLAYERS 2006 HaLFAX RLFC [}

Today’s Teams

HALIFAX

DAMIAN GIBSON  [1]
JAMES HALEY (2]
ANDY KIRK

ANTHONY BLACKWOOD
NICK JOHNSON
DEAN LAWFORD
JOEL PENNY
JASON BOULTS
SIMEON HOYLE
ANDY HOBSON
DAVE LARDER
ANDY SPINK
DALE HOLDSTOCK
DOMINIC BRAMBANI
RYAN MACDONALD

[E G [E ] (=] [ [

SCOTT LAW
JODE SHERIFFE
JOHNNY SIMPSON
JOE HIRST [19]

HALIFAX
HOME INSURANCE

OLDHAM

A BAILEY

G BARBER

M CALLAN

G CORCORAN
W CORCORAN
C DEAN

A GOREY

D GORTON

D GUEST

A HADCROFT
G HAYES

| HODSON

C HOUGH

J KIRKLAND
C MAYE

D NANYN

C PERCIVAL
M REDFORD
M ROBERTS

KIT SPONSORS

Mark Thomas, Sharon Bradley, Margaret Wilson
Vivian Ackroyd & Vil Hobea
Philip Hellawell

Tony Ackroyd

Barmy Army, Elaine Bradley

Emma Hitchen

Barmy Army

John Hartley

David Durbin and Norah Schofield

Richard Kelsall and Jack Goult

Maureen Booth

Sue Patrick and Pat Fossett (full kit)
RLFAX.COM and Julie Pugh

Eddie Fogden (full kit)

John Wainwright

Gary Whittaker (full kit)

Halifax Past Players (full kit)

TODAYS OFFICIALS:

Referee J Leahy
Touch Judge S Taylor
Touch Judge C Neilson
Reserve Ref 8C
Match Comm R Tennant



