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with Chris Hamilton

WELCOME TO BOUNDARY PARK

ntheChalr

Welcome back to Boundary Park for the first “real” home
game of the new season in this years Northern Rail Cup

competition.

It was bitterly disappointing to lose last
Sunday's match to a waterlogged pitch but
we know all about bad weather in this
country and | only hope that by the time you
are reading this we will have been able to
replay the game on Wednesday. It was a
real let down after having had such a long
close season and like you everybody at the
club was frustrated after building
themselves up for the big kick off.

The postponement also had a knock on (no
pun intended!) effect on our training
schedule and myself and John Pendlebury
were desperately trying to find alternative
venues for the lads as the training pattern
was disrupted with the game becoming
mid-week and our usual venues not being
available.

This merely demonstrates however our
reasons for negotiating to lease Hope
Playing Fields on behalf of the club as over
the past few years the problem of suitable
training venues has been a constant source
of hassle. Negotiations with the Council
have slowed down somewhat recently due
to pressure of work on the Council Officers
dealing with this matter but we are moving
things on and hope to be able to make
significant progress in the near future.
Moving on to the playing front | hope that
this years Northern Rail Cup will see a
change in fortunes for ourselves as we have
underachieved by never qualifying from the
Group Stages despite always giving the
competition the respect it deserves and
although we are again in a formidable
group let's hope we can shock a few
people and get to the Play Off stage.

Our opponents today, Halifax, will certainly
provide a stern test and although they
slightly disappointed with their league
position they came on strong in the
National League Play Offs and were not far
off knocking Castleford out in the Semi-
Final to underline what a strong squad they
had.

Although they have seen numerous
changes in personnel they have again

appeared to recruit well and | fully expect
them to be at the top end of the division and
performing well in the Northern Rail Cup.
There are a number of links between the
clubs with players moving either way and in
addition to Alan Hadcroft and Wayne
Corcoran who were at the Shay last year,
Ged Corcoran, Craig Dean and Chris Maye
have also played for Halifax previously and
John Pendlebury still has many friends over
there from his spells both as a player and as
Head Coach.

One of our other players, Chris Hough, also
has a rather tenuous link with the
Yorkshiremen in that Halifax is one of only
three clubs in the whole of the rugby league

Following on from the success of our
ticketing promotion for the Leeds Rhinos
game we will be extending this for some
other matches his season in conjunction
with the Sport Development Unit at Oldham
Council. We are aware of the problems that
some of you encountered that night with
what can best be described as unsociable
behaviour from some of the children who
took up the free ticket offer and we will work
hard to make sure that we learn from that
and ensure that future offers are not spoiled
for the majority by the minority. | note that
Oldham Athletic had similar problems at
their recent game against Port Vale and itis
a sad indictment on today's society that
people do not know how to behave
especially when they are getting something
for nothing.

As we embark on another long season |
hope you will join me in wishing John
Pendlebury, Keith Brennan and all the
playing staff every success this season. |
have every confidence, as ever in them, and
| hope you will show your support to the
lads by being as vocal as you can every
week.

Enjoy the game

Cwis

B Visit our website today! WWW.roughye
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with John Pendlebury

Well the Friendlies are over as is all
the pre season preparation and we
now come down to what it's all
about, performance on the field.
| obviously expected, in this column,
to comment on our first Northern
Rail Cup game against Rochdale
but the weather put paid to that -
summer rugby eh! - Hopefully the game will have
been played mid-week but too late for inclusion in this
column.

Of the two Friendly fixtures | saw the Rochdale game
as a unique experience to get to know the squad on
the field and made 5 or 6 changes at the same time
and therefore did not feel it fair to look at individual
performances from this particular game because of
this disruption. It was however a good experience for
the players, especially those new to the club, as it told
them just where they were in their preparations and
what they had to do to get to peak fitness and
performance. | very soon put this match to bed whilst
welcoming the match practice it had given the
players.

My philosophy for the Leeds game was completely
different. | wanted to concentrate on the continuity of
combinations, especially at half back and in the front
row and as a result of that | thought we looked far
more of a team and played a much better brand of
football. This will be a continuing theme over the next
6 cup games where | hope to continue this process
and give the players the opportunity to cement places
in the team for themselves. One thing that | took out
of the Leeds game was the players' appetite for
contact in defence - this is vital for a successful rugby
league team at any level. This meant that when we
made errors and spilled the ball we did not allow this
to result in points against because of excellent
defensive work. It is my aim to further build up this
intensity over the next few weeks.

You hear a lot of talk of coaches using the NR Cup
games as a preparation for the season proper and
perhaps not being as interested in the results as
normal. This certainly is not my way of seeing things.
To me the competition is just as important as any other

because an important part of rugby league is playing
winning football. Otherwise confidence flags and
players must be fully committed to the task in hand
whatever the game. Obviously the team will hopefully
build as they play more games but we will as always
be looking seven days ahead to the next game and
producing a team performance to do a particular job
for that next game. If there is any complacency this
cause a lot of trouble with lack of confidence and
injuries. Having said all that | expect the team to build
during these cup games and therefore improve as a
unit so that, hopefully, come the start of the League
season I'll have fully established the style and
formation of the team I'm trying to implement.

Today we welcome Halifax and I'm sure you join with
me in hoping the Directors, players and fans have a
pleasant afternoon here at Boundary Park. | have
fond memories of Halifax both as a player and a
coach and would especially like to welcome Paul
Dixon, the Football Director, and Mick Scott who are
old playing colleagues of mine. Looking at their
recruitment over the close season and their improved
performances at the end of last season | expect them
to be one of the top teams in what should be a very
competitive league this season.

Please get behind the lads in this their first proper
match at Boundary Park. It really does make a
difference. Enjoy the game.

John

Ct from the dug O

QUESTION
ANSWERS

with John Pendlebury

On this page in future programmes
will be individual player stats from
previous matches or letters to our
coach with an answer from John. If
you want to ask John a question
either drop it in at the Waterloo St
office, put it on the website or email
to orlfcqanda@yahoo.co.uk.

Don't forget if you don't ask the
question John can't answer it.

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken
All materials can either be collected
or delivered
e 0161 626 0896 znd 627 4231

)161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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with lan Wilson

An awful lot has happened since my last programme
words were penned late last August! This is true both at
Oldham and in the game in general. Perhaps | may be

allowed a brief look back.

The single most significant highlight
was surely the Tri-Nations final victory
by New Zealand. What a shot in the arm
for the international game, and what a
pleasure to see the Aussies humbled as
they were. As it happened, | had been
allocated to look after the Kiwi visitors a
few days before the final, when they
were guests at the Rugby Oldham
launch/ Hall of Fame induction evening,
and although they were quietly
confident, | don't think in their wildest
dreams they could have envisaged
such a trouncing.

Mind you, it was a good job the
tournament had such a good end,
because it had been a bit depressing up
until then. We had flattered to deceive in
the convincing win over the Kiwis at
Huddersfield, but were clearly no nearer
coping with the Aussies at either Wigan
or Hull. Still, at least there is now in
place an international programme for
the next few seasons - Tri-Nations down
under this Autumn, tour by a NZ all-
golds side the year after and then the
World Cup early in 2008. We really must
set the goal of winning the last of these,
and hopefully make some re-
arrangements to our domestic season -
ideally fewer games in Super League in
2007, to make space for better
preparation for the international side - in
order to give us the maximum chance to
achieve it. It should also be said that it is
pathetic to see the prevarication about

the organisation of international RL
which the Australian game is currently
demonstrating.

On the home front, | thought the Finals
Day of the National Leagues was again
a fantastic day out. Batley's win over
Dewsbury was the star game. And
although it was in some ways
disappointing to see Whitehaven miss
out at the last gasp again, it was
probably best that Cas should go back
into Super League. Let us hope that the
experience will push the Cumbrians to
get together to plan for a side in Super
League from 2008, with the 3-year
guarantee which is proposed from then.
The 2005 Super League had its regular
superb final night at Old Trafford, too,
and | personally enjoyed the Bradford
charge to overcome St. Helens and
Leeds. With London making the finals,
Hull playing impressively to beat
Warrington - apparently Andrew Johns
was like a kid throwing out his dummy
after that game! - and Terry Newton at
last getting the sort of suspension he
has deserved for several years, there
was a great deal to enjoy in the run-up
to the Final, too!

What about Oldham? | personally was
pleased to see Gary Mercer go.
Although he certainly had difficulties to
contend with, the organisation of the
team in the first half of the season was
poor, and there were far too many
occasions when we played below
potential, even given the problems, for
him to deserve another season, | felt.
Indeed, the final two performances, at
home to Batley and at Halifax, were so
poor that | found it difficult to believe
anyone was arguing that we wanted
Mercer back. Certainly, | am much
happier to see someone as steeped in
traditional English rugby league as is
John Pendlebury at the helm, | must
say.

40/20VISIO
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with Geoff Cooke

face

As ever much has happened since the end of last season.
The most tragic event was the untimely death of St. John
Ellis, the Doncaster Coach, a popular and charismatic man

who will be sorely missed.

On the international front the New Zealanders thrilled
us by not only defeating the Australians in the Tri-
Nations Final but completely outplaying them.
Thereafter we've had the usual round of out of season
booze fuelled bust-ups down under, with players as
distinguished as Craig Gower under threat of having
their contracts terminated

Meanwhile, domestically, Leeds prop Danny Ward
was summarily dismissed from Headingley only to
fetch up at Casleford. Lesson learned one hopes
Then there's Wigan Coach lan Millward who doesn't
like being out of the limelight continuing His spat with
St. Helens. What is it with some people's egos?
Next Chris Caisley, architect of success at Bradford
Bulls, and a popular hate figure outside Odsal,
departs the scene, no doubt with a certain well
earned smug satisfaction. Who can we throw
brickbats at now? And in the meantime Bulls Coach
Brian Noble, heavily criticized over his transfer activity,
with more 'good’ players apparently departing than
arriving, proves once again that his judgement is spot
on by waltzing off with the World Club Championship
for the third time in five years. With Stuart Fielden in
awesome form The Bulls laid down an early season
marker for the domestic season to come. | wonder
how those Bradford fans calling for Noble's head a
few weeks into the 2005 season feel now? No doubt
theyr'e in denial: not me guv!

Super League 2006 welcomes Catalan Dragons after
extraordinarily dispensing with the services of Steve
Deakin for incompatibility with the players (or should

Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH
Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk

that be with David Waite, Stacey Jones and Nathan
Hindmarsh)? Joining them will be Harlequins R.L
who have the revolutionary plan of kicking off at 3.00
p.m. on Saturdays. What goes round comes round,
eh?

In N.L.1 Widnes enjoy the label of favourites but the
division looks exceptionally competitive and | don't
see anyone having an easy passage. Will full-time
status be a decisive advantage with Widnes, Leigh
and Hull K.R. all falling into this category? Don't count
on it as Whitehaven, Halifax, Rochdale, Doncaster
and Oldham will all have plenty to say about it. What
| want to know is where is the money coming from?
N.L.2 welcomes a new outfit in Celtic Crusaders
operating out of Bridgend. Wil this latest Welsh
venture be any more successful than previous
efforts? The omens look good but only time will tell
However, amongst all the above changes and
developments one thing above all has exercised my
mind this last close season and that is the saga of the
Lopag brothers. Left without a team to play for when
their junior club Deighton folded the boys signed for
King Cross. Under their Service Area and anti-'super-
league' rules the West Riding Youth League refused
their registrations. Despite their grandfather battling
to get their registrations accepted the boys were kept
out of the game they love for over a year, playing
Rugby Union in the meantime. Eventually officials at
B.ARLA. and Chairman Spen Allison in particular
ruled that the brothers should be registered to play.
But if you thought that was the end of the matter you'd
be wrong. First up King Cross - not a club | remember
monopolising junior honours over the last decade -
had to pay a fine of £10 every time the boys played
When B.A.R.L.A. ruled this out of order West Riding
officials called off King Cross games and awarded
their opponents victories by 18-0. Now 16, Richard
Lopag has been signed by Huddersfield Giants but
brother Peter is left in limbo. | cannot remember a
more disgraceful episode. Never mind the 'rules is
rules' argument, if officers of a junior league are not
there to facilitate the playing of the sport by rugby
mad youngsters what exactly are they there for? The
whole lot should be ashamed of themselves, should
be drummed out of office and never be allowed near
an official position again
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SUPPLYING SIGNED MEMORABILIA TO
FUNDRAISING EVENTS, SPORTSMAN’S DINNERS
AND PROFESSIONAL SPORTSTARS ENJOYING
BENEFIT/TESTIMONIAL YEARS

‘UACC

s' AUTOGRAPY (AN LECTING DL
MEMEBER

Tel: Mick (Braddy) Bradshaw:
07946 052 364

4 Bramble Avenue, Oldham. OL4 2PQ
www.sportingimage.biz

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




’

with Nigel Marland

Well | don’t know about anyone else but Sundays are a
complete let down without Rugby League. | have been
counting down the weeks to the commencement of this

season’s matches.

My disappointment last Sunday was out of all
proportion and | am told | had a “real cob" on all
day. This was made worse the next day when |
realised it had been rearranged for Wednesday
as that is the one-day | can't make. All this
coupled with the fact that | missed both
“friendlies” as | was soaking up the sun in
Lanzarote means that | am desperate for my first
Rugby League fix of the season.

| don't think I've ever been so unsure as to how
we will do this season as | have yet to see the
lads play and we have so many new faces that
| also know little about. What has come through
loud and clear | think is that this season we have
a squad of players who want to pay for Oldham
and that in my mind is paramount to any team's
success. Coupled with this it is a very young
squad with some experienced faces scattered
amongst them, which also, in my opinion,
bodes well for the future.
| also get the feeling that new coach, John
Pendlebury, has used local knowledge in
picking up many new members of the squad.

Once again we have a very competitive league
and | feel our Northern Rail fixtures are our

toughest yet. Everybody seems to think that the
honours this season will be between Widnes,
Leigh and Hull KR with Halifax maybe also
having a squeak. Certainly they have all
recruited strongly and Leigh, Widnes and Hull
KR are full time. But surely you can't discount
Whitehaven after their performances in the last
two seasons and Rochdale Doncaster and
ourselves are surely pressing for a top six place.
There isn't going to be an easy game and once
again injuries will play a vital part in the final
positions.

On this point surely it's time we had a bit of luck
on the injury front, as we have been very
unlucky over the past three seasons. Not only
have we picked up a lot of injuries but also
many of them have been serious and kept a
player out for a fair proportion of the season. It
has also seemed to happen to players who
were just hitting their peak form. So fingers
crossed for a change of fortune in this area.

Surely we cannot conclude this first column
without giving a massive vote of thanks to our
two Directors who against all the odds have
managed, during the close season, with little

money coming in, to meet all the payments to
the Inland Revenue despite disappointing
support for many Club 180 ventures which
has resulted in it not contributing nearly as
much to the club's coffers as was hoped, and
managed to bring together a decent squad of
players. Fans must realise it is down to Sean
and Chris digging deep into their own pockets
that have kept the club alive so far. What also
must be realised is that we are not out of the
mire yet, there are still further payments to be
made and the club must also pay its present
bills as well. If you have helped in the past
thank you but cheques can still be made out
to Club 180 which will go to pay off the debt.
To those who have yet to contribute it is not
too late. Let's hope the attendance against

Leeds is a sign of things to come and better
attendances will also help the financial
situation.

| hope to run another Prediction League for
the League season proper as this was a lot of
fun last year and raised a fair amount for the
club. Hopefully we will have even more take
up this season. Further details in future
programmes, Oldham Chronicle and the
website.

Let's hope for a great game and a good
crowd, speak to you again next week,

Nigel

RYDER

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk
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»pm ‘WAR HERO PLAY FOR RANGERS?

" ’" Just before Christmas the Oldham Evening Chronicle ran the headline
“Did war hero play for Rangers?” | thought it meant local amateur side
Saddleworth Rangers but it turned out to be Broughton Rangers, a Salford
pro-side which were founder members of the of the Rugby League and
who played at the same level as the Roughyeds until the mid-fifties.

During the 30's they became Manchester's one-
and-only professional rugby league club (Swinton
playing in the city of Salford) when they moved into
Belle Vue Speedway Stadium, later changing their
name to Belle Vue Rangers. The war hero the
Chronicle referred to was (ironically) Saddleworth
born Thomas Steele, who, during the First World
War, won the Victoria Cross, the world’s most
coveted honour awarded for bravery.

The man who prompted the Chronicle to ask the

wnth The Hentage Trust

question was Tom Mather (father of ex Great Britain
threequarter Barrie-Jon Mather). Late last year Tom
published a book Missing in Action which tells the
story behind the death - as a direct result of serving
in the forces - of 13 rugby league players, two of
which are former Oldham forwards William Nanson
and William Jardine. Another was John Harrison, a
speedy winger who played for the Hull club and
who was a surprise omission from the 1914 tour to
Australia and New Zealand - which itself was

curtailed due to the outbreak of the
First World War. Harrison was killed

The British re-entered the town.
He returned to Springhead in 1919

during the Battle of Arras in 1917,
his Victoria Cross widely believed
to be the only one ever awarded to
a rugby league player.

The answer to the Chronicle's
question is yes, Thomas Steele did
play for Broughton Rangers and
also for the then crack Oldham
amateur side Healey Street Adults.
So, does that make Steele the
second known rugby league player

MISSING

.*T

and in the early 20's played rugby
league in the three-quarters for
Healey St Adults, a long forgotten
Oldham amateur team that just
before and immediately after the war
dominated the local scene, including
appearing in several Standard Cup
finals. Thanks to the Rugby League's
player registration records, the
investigative work of rugby league
author Graham Morris, it's been

to win the Victoria Cross or was he
a Victoria Cross winner who then
played rugby league?

20 year-old Steele, born in
Springhead in 1891 - which was
then part of Saddleworth in the
West Riding of Yorkshire — had had
enough of being a bobbin winder in
the cotton industry and decided
instead on a military career. Being of parents of
Scottish descent he enlisted with the Seaforth
Highlanders and was almost immediately
dispatched to serve in India.

Following the outbreak of the First World War, Steele,
now a sergeant, fought against the Turks in
Mesopotamia (modern day Irag), an inhospitable
land that was part of the ramshackle Turkish Empire.

Under the command of the legendary General
Townsend the 6th Indian Division was given the task
of securing the British owned Mesopotamian oil
fields. In what has been described as one of the
most mismanaged and ham-fisted campaigns of the
war Townsend's Anglo-Indian army, having secured
a string of easy victories, and in order to secure a
major propaganda coup, were ordered to capture
Baghdad. The strength of the Turks was
underestimated and Townsend's army came under
siege in the town of Kut-al-Amera. Two Indian
divisions were dispatched from Egypt, Steele
amongst them. They made three unsuccessful
attempts to break-out Townsend's stricken army,
culminating in the order to surrender the town,
resulting in 13,000 British and Indian men falling into
Turkish hands.

It was some 10 months later that Steele won his VC
Whilst attempting to re-take Kut-al-Amera he rallied
troops who were wavering, kept a machine gun in
action until relief arrived, and later led his troops
forward resulting in him receiving serious injuries

Missing in Action is
available from: Tom
Mather, 20, Chandler's
Rest, Lythan, FY8 5AL at
£8-95 inc postage

proven that he also played in both
Broughton Rangers' first and second
teams in 1922. Did he ever attract
the eye of the Oldham club, one
wonders? Who knows? If you take as
an example the 1920-21 season
Oldham finished top of the league,
Broughton were in the bottom half,
the Roughyeds were due to start a
run that would see them appear in four consecutive
Challenge Cup finals and had a top-drawer back-
line. A good number of quality amateur players were
at that time forced to take the pro-ticket out-of-town.

Whilst it's been possible to prove that Thomas Steele
played rugby league after the war it's been
impossible to pinpoint if he played before it started.
So, it can't be said that Steele was a rugby league
player who won the Victoria Cross but it can certainly
be said that here was a VC winner who played rugby
league

An article surrounding Steele recently appeared in
RL Weekly resulting in a third rugby league VC
winner being thrown up; Thomas Bryan who played
for the Castleford club back in 1905 prior to them
entering the league.

Brian Walker

Information. The Victoria Cross was instituted by the royal
warrant of Queen Victoria towards the end of the Crimea
War in 1856. It could not be awarded posthumously until
1907 when Edward V11 revised the warrant. 1,354
medals have been awarded. Two Oldhamers, John
Hogan and Walter Mills along with Emest Sykes of
Mossley and Joel Halliwell of Middleton have also been
awarded the Victoria Cross. Another, George Stringer
who was born in Newton Heath died in Oldham.

(Thanks for background information from Saddleworth
Historical Society and Mick Harrop).




visiting today

Halifax RLFC

No Picture
available

Halifax visit Boundary Park this afternoon exactly
forty years after Oldham made the reverse journey,
visiting the old Thrum Hall ground on Saturday

19th February 1966.

In those days Halifax had a powerful
team, they were reigning League
Champions, and the Roughyeds gave a
good account of themselves before
slipping to a 17-11 defeat. The home side
scored three tries through centre Colin
Dixon, prop Ken Roberts and winger
David Jones. Ful-back Ronnie James
added four goals. Oldham scored only
one try, prop Charlie Bott claiming the
touchdown, but were kept in the game by
the goal kicking of full-back John Winton,
who landed three, and scrum-half Tommy
Canning.

Last week Oldham began their Northern
Rail Cup campaign with a trip to
Rochdale where they came up against
their former player Darren Abram, now
head coach at Spotland. It was thirteen
years ago, on Friday 19th February 1993,
that Oldham signed thé free-scoring
centre three-quarter. He was actually
signed from Rochdale Homets and went
on to make 127 appearances for the
Roughyeds during the following four
years. Abram scored 64 tries and eleven
goals for Oldham before moving on to
Lancashire Lynx in December 1997

It was on this day in 1989, Sunday 19th
February, that Oldham entertained Hull in
a First Division match at Watersheddings.
Oldham won a close encounter 9-7 with a
try from hooker Andy Ruane, two goals
from ful-back Duncan Platt and a
dropped goal from stand-off Chris
O'Sullivan. Making his debut for the
Roughyeds in that match was loose-
forward John Cogger who had been
signed from Runcomn Highfield the
previous Monday for £12,000. Although
not big in stature, Cogger was immense
in every other sense and his influence on
the team was exceptional. An Australian
who played first grade with the Western
Suburbs club in Sydney, Cogger made
62 appearances for Oldham during his
two years at Watersheddings and scored
31 tries.

Way back on Saturday 19th February
1898 Swinton visited Watersheddings for
a match in the Lancashire Senior
Competition.  Oldham won  that
competition and, in so doing, lost only
two matches. One was against Swinton
the previous October so the Roughyeds
were seeking revenge when the Lions
came to Oldham, who, at that time,
played in the Clarksfield district of town.
The Roughyeds won 16-2 with tries from
winger Tom Martin, centre ke Taylor,
stand-off Joe Lawton and forward Bob
Edwards together with a couple of goals
from centre Sam Lees. That defeat was
the heaviest suffered by Swinton since
they had joined the professional code two
years previously. They did not suffer a
heavier defeat for another couple of
years, until losing again in Oldham, this
time by 17-2.

The first overseas touring team to visit
Britain were the New Zealand ‘All Golds'
of season 1907-08, At the conclusion of
that tour several players were targeted by
English clubs. Two of the better players
who turned professional were Lance
Todd, who joined Wigan, and George
Smith, who signed for Oldham. It was on
Wednesday 19th February 1908 that the
pair made their debuts against each
other before a crowd of 25,000 at Central
Park. Oldham won that match 7-3 with
Smith on the right wing opposing Todd
who occupied the Wigan left wing berth
Both enjoyed considerable success in
the British game. Smith made 173
appearances for the Roughyeds and
scored 100 tries and five goals. He was a
member of Oldham teams that won the
League Championship twice as well as
the Lancashire Cup. Both have perpetual
trophies named after them. The
G.W.Smith Medal is awarded to the man-
of-the-series in each Great Britain v. New
Zealand test series and the Lance Todd
Trophy is awarded to the man-of-the-
match in the Challenge Cup Final.
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by Matthew Chambers

IN a squad full of fresh young players, many
of whom are yet to cut their teeth in the
professional game, it wasnt much of a
surprise when coach John Pendlebury
named wise old head Alan Hadcroft as the
man to lead Oldham forward this season.
With experience galore at National League
One level, having spent seven years at Leigh
and two at Halifax either side of a brief spell
in Australia with Wests, the new Roughyeds
captain knows exactly what is needed at this
level.

Pendlebury, an ex-Halifax coach himself, has
spoken about the centre 'leading by
example" — and if that comes to fruition,
supporters can expect to see plenty of
hard-working, tough-tackling, dynamic
Roughyeds performances this season.
Hadcroft, 28, who signed a one-year deal
back in November year despite interest from
Rochdale, Batley and Whitehaven, takes
over in the role of captain from Gareth Barber
amid strong competition for the role from the
likes of Barber himself, club captain John
Hough and last year's vice-captain Simon
Svabic.

Pendlebury, though, preferred to opt for the
Leigh-bom man in order to bring a fresh
impetus to a new-look team.




 hadcroft

‘Alan leads by
example, which is one
of the main credentials
| was looking for,"
Pendlebury explained.
“He's very positive in
his outlook, which | consider to be important
too.

"He's also a player who, like Chris Percival and
Andy Bailey, has experienced winning rugby at
this level, having played for Leigh in a Grand
Final."

With Gary Mercer having used three captains
last year, Svabic and Ricky Bibey being the
other two, Pendlebury opted to wipe the slate
clean and start again — an understandable,
move considering that 13 of the 23-strong
squad didnt pull on a Roughyeds shirt last
season.

It could have been a different story for the
centre, who made 17 appearances for today's
opponents in 2005, helping his side to the
National League One Final Eliminator play-offs
under the guidance of Anthony Farrell.

Having signed a contract for one year with the
option of an additional 12 months, Hadcroft
was joining a club that had made significant
moves for the player in both the previous two
seasons.

"He has a lot of experience at this level, and we
see him as a ready-made replacement for Jon
Goddard,” explained Roughyeds chairman
Chris Hamilton. "We tried to sign him before he
left Leigh for Halifax and we wanted him again

alan

Continued...

last year but he chose to take up a second-year
option at The Shay.

“Now, we've got him at the third time of asking."
Hadcroft runs a business with another ex-
Halifax man, full-back Craig Dean, and played
alongside fellow winter signing Wayne
Corcoran at The Shay last season.

However, his decision to return over to this side
of the Pennines was influenced largely by the
Oldham chairman.

Mr Hamilton knows the player well. In 2002

Hadcroft, who was named as Leigh's player of
the season that year, played in a National
League representative team which took on New
Zealand 'A' at Hilton Park - under the
managerial guidance of the Oldham chairman.
The experience seems to have had a lasting,
positive impact, at least as far as Oldham are
concerned.

“I've got to know Chris well over the past few
years and I've got a lot of time for him," said
Hadcroft.

‘I didn't sign for Oldham when they talked to me
previously because | was younger, there was
more money in the game and | was chasing it.
This time I'm older and a bit wiser and | have not
gone for the money." Which, for a club as cash-
strapped as Oldham, is music to the ears.

Tackle everyday
healtheare costs
from just +2.13 8 week

With an LHF Healthplan, you'll get money back
towards the cost of treatments such as:

0
[RUGEY }

LEAGUE

Dental check-ups, fillings etc.

e Eye tests, glasses and
contact lenses

e Physiotherapy, health screening,
hospital stays and much more...

Join now for 8 free official
National League polo shirt

Just quote ref: LS0005

C3Il 0845 L0 LO 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

/2006. Applic

LHF, Rive
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WHILE the adverse weather conditions of the past

iournalistic

cense

Matthew Chambers

week meant that Oldham had to wait a little longer
than expected to get the season started, there was
enough rugby league action away from Spotland to
satisfy even the most action-starved fan.

Super League Xl| kicked off in
real style, putting to bed the
disappointingly one-sided World
Club Challenge of the previous
week.

Wakefield took world champions (or,
more accurately, World Club
Challenge winners) Bradford all the
way with a gutsy display at Belle
Vue, Leeds squeezed past a
Huddersfield side bolstered by the
presence of rugby league legend
Robbie Paul, and Salford caused
something of a stir by turning over
highly-fancied Warrington at the
Halliwell Jones Stadium.

And of course, Les Catalans
Dragons spectacularly defeated the
(once) mighty Wigan, thanks in no
small part to the wizardry of Kiwi
Stacey Jones.

It's a season that promises much,
where nothing can be safely taken
for granted.

That applies equally to National
League One. The bookies have
Roughyeds marked down as prime
relegation fodder this season.

At least, that's what is indicated by
the 66-1 odds to win the Northern
Rail Cup that favours the likes of
Celtic Crusaders and Workington
over John Pendlebury's men.

But given that the season is still in its
embryonic stage, there's nothing
wrong with breathing in that wind of
optimism now sweeping across the
channel from its origins in the south
of France.

Many of the new boys in the
Roughyeds squad looked impressive
in pre-season. The Corcoran
brothers, Ged and Wayne, stand out
with their willingness to battle away
effectively in a variety of positions;
Lee Wingfield looks like a powerful
runner in the second row, as does
Andy Bailey; and Craig Dean, out of
the game for three of years, looked
like he'd never been away with a
nonchalant performance at full-back
against Leeds.

Add to that the experience and
power of the returning Danny Guest,
the try-scoring power of Chris
Percival and the know-how of new
captain Alan Hadcroft, who has
played at this level all his career, and
it's not

difficult to make a case for Oldham
at the very least avoiding relegation,
despite the decimation of last year's
squad in the winter.

Barrie McDermott, who opted
against joining Pendlebury's quiet
revolution in favour of Widnes, has
gone a couple of steps further by
predicting a Vikings v Roughyeds
Grand Final (albeit with tongue at
least half-inserted into cheek).

Then again, after the events of last
weekend, who knows? If Oldham's
enthusiastic young squad don't
make it there, it won't be for lack of
trying.
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OLDHAM RLFC SQUAD LIST 2006 & PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

SPONSORED BY

WAYNE
CORCORAN
SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS

SPONSORED BY

JOHN
BARRETT

SPONSORED BY

EDDIE
LUCKRAFT

NAR

S ‘N SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

ROUGHYEDS
KIDS

KEITH
BRENNAN
ASSISTANT COACH
SPONSORED BY

nocn

= e SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
JETWARE
PRINTER

PRODUCTS

SPONSORED BY

GARETH
HAYES

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
DEREK KING

RKLANE

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
FRED H MULLANEY
LAUGHTON & SONS

SPONSORED BY
LEES VILLAGE
SERVICE
STATION

SPONSORED BY

LEE
WINGFIELD
SPONSORED BY

SADDLEWORTH
SPORTS

SPONSORED BY
TYMBUKTU
HEALTH &
BEAUTY CLINIC
0161 624 5667

GOAL
KICKER
SPONSORED BY

PAUL
HULBERT

SPONSORED BY

EDMONDSON OLDHAM
ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL
OLDHAM SUPPLIES

GED
CORCORAN
SPONSORED BY

TOTALPLUS

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
CATHRYNE
HYNES &
CATHERINE
MOTRON

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

For details of all sponsorship packages please ring 0161 628 3677

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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SUPPORT GROUP NEWS

‘Well done to all involved on the speedy and progressive manner in which the new squad of players has been
assembled. There is a renewed confidence that there is a blend of some experience, a Iot of youthful

enthusiasm and a collective desire to play for Oldham under John Pendlebury. Good luck to you all.

QUIZ NIGHT - 21ST FEBRUARY

8.30pm IN THE SOCIAL CLUB LOUNGE organised.

Thanks to the generosity of a regular group of club enthusiasts who supported our quiz evenings during 2005, we raised
£730 for the club funds. That, along with all other fund raising activities has been valuable income. Please continue to give

all the support you can as the battle is not yet over.
Sheila

24

carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

streetwise
sporfts

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com




Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to

The Royal Bank of Scotland. Make it happen

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager. WWW.rbs.co.u

Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314
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OLDHAM R.L.F.C

wioes CASH

£1 TO WIN
OLDHAM RLFC, THE
TOWNS No1 LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

Plus
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

£10,000

A Donated Cash Prize

THE BIGGEST CASH PRIZE EVER OFFERED IN OLDHAM

DON’T MISS OUT - BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

‘i 0161628 3677 =i
PAYOUT TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

Enjoy that special
occasion

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details

DJ.ARTISTES ¢ SPEAKERS ¢ CATERERS
Contact JANET on 0161 628 3677

Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch
the free bus to the ground and back to the social club to meet
the players, have some food and enjoy the karaoke.

. L
Enjoy the facilities
Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Friday, Saturdays and Sundays
Live entertainment - see notice board
Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to THE CLUB STEWARD on 0161 627 2128

CLUB 180 is an independent bank account set up by supporters to help save the club.
PLEASE support all their events and help us reach our target of £50,000 in the next 9 months
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Oldham match stats for the 2005 season Statl SthS

PLAYED TRIES GOALS POINTS
J.Goddard 19 7 0 28
W.Cowell 10 4 0 16
D.Munro 17 12 0 48
A.Wilkinson 22 5 0 20
N.Johnson 25 12 0 48
S.Svabic 23 9 10[+ 2d-g 58
M.Turner 23 8 84[+ 1 d-g] 201
PNorman 14 2 0 8
G.Barber 22 8 1 33
D.Nanyn 10 0 0 0
R.Bibey 21 0 0 0
T.Glassie 23 6 0 24
C.Mataora 24 3 0 12
C.Farrimond 4 0 0 0
G.Dodd 26 17 0 68
M.Elswood 13 2 0 8
J.Kirkland 15 0 0 0
J.Hough 20 1 0 4
D.Wilson 22 3 0 12
S.Haughton 14 7 0 28
M.Roberts 13 2 0 8
A.Gorey 7 3 0 12 No traffic. No hassles. No worries.
K.Brennan 2 0 0 0 Northemn. Proud sponsors of the Northem Rail Cup.
[.Hodson 15 1 0 4
D.Tootill 2 0 0 0
R.Mills 8 1 0 4
C.Hough 13 3 4[+ 1 d-g] 21
A.Sharples 9 0 0 0
A.Sands 2 0 0 0

www.northernrail.org "narthern




Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD * GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSHIELD® ARMGUARD
STICK MITTS HEWmeTs
KICKING TEES PROTECTIVE vegrs
RUGBY BALLS TACKLE BAGs
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD copg

OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES
Oldham West & Royton

Oldham East & Saddleworth

'NATIONAL LEAGUE TALK

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

A STEAMING START!

THE Northern Rail Cup defied a miserable weekend
on the weather front to kick off in promising style.

A host of bumper crowds watched some tense tussles,
as most teams were forced to battle against the wind
and rain for their opening fixtures.

That was no more relevant than at Widnes, where
almost 4,000 saw the competition favourites grind
out a tough 18-10 win over NL2 side Swinton Lions.

Vastly experienced prop Terry O'Connor led the
Vikings from the front in a game that was still locked
at 0-0 at half-time.

There was a similarly low scoring contest in West
Cumbria, where Whitehaven battled past local rivals
Workington to win 10-0 at the Recreation Ground in
front of an attendance of 4,010.

And almost 3,000 saw York City Knights begin their
season at a higher level with a 2-32 home loss to Hull
Kingston Rovers.

The Knights' chances of victory were hampered
severely by the fifth minute dismissal of former
Robins prop Jamie Bovill, who was red carded for a
high tackle.

Two of the most head turning results came at
Gateshead and Featherstone, where Barrow and
Sheffield respectively recorded impressive away wins.

A preciously young Barrow side started life under
new coach Paul Crarey with a superb win 47-24 win at
the Thunderdome, while the Eagles’ more

experienced charges also made it a dream beginning
for Gary Wilkinson by winning 38-18 at their NL2
rivals.

There was also a great debut for Welsh newcomers
Celtic Crusaders. Local winger Paul Morgan was
among the top performers in a 50-10 win at Hemel
Hempstead. In the same group, London Skolars
earned a hard-fought opening victory at St Albans
Centurions.

Elsewhere, Dewsbury Rams prevailed in the Heavy
Woollen derby against Batley, with two Francis
Maloney tries helping them to a 25-18 win.

Leigh started life back in the National Leagues with a
36-6 triumph at Blackpool on Friday night, while two
tries from Craig Lawton helped the newly titled
Doncaster Lakers to a 44-26 win against Hunslet.

Halifax beat Keighley 38-10 with winger James Haley
scoring twice in his 50th consecutive appearance,
while the Rochdale versus Oldham game was
postponed and due to be played in midweek.

The second round of fixtures throws up some equally
intriguing clashes. The biggest clash is undoubtedly at
Leigh, where the Centurions host Widnes in a match
that will give the first indication of their respective
strengths.

London Skolars host Celtic Crusaders, while Batley
Bulldogs take on Doncaster and Oldham face Halifax.
The scene looks set for some more terrific matches.

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 624 4248

* A team-by-team preview of the Northern Rail Cup can be found
in the February edition of Rugby League World, out now

0161 626 5779
FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

Ashton-U-Lyne Councillor David Jones ze” ver
Leader Oldham Labour Group
Suite 4 St Michaels Court / a ue x , ress
St Michaels Sq Lord Chambers J
Ashton-under-Lyne 11 Church Street / T o b st
Oldham OL6 6XN Oldham OL1 3AN ./

0161 331 9307 SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 =kl 1—]
0161 628 8346

--«.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughyleague.com
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DATE  OPPONENTS CUP  VENUE K.O. RESULT WA ATT
22/1/06  Rochdale Homets LawCup | A [1400] 428 [ L [1.114
217106 Leeds Rhino's Friendly | H_ |2000| 168 | W [3191
152106 Rochdale Homets NR Cup 920
197206 Halifax RLFC NR Cup — -
26/2/06 Keighley Cougars NR Cup

5306 Haifax RLFC

12/3/06 POWERGEN,
CC 3RD RD

19306 RochdaleHomets  NRCup | H 1500 | |

26/3/06 Keighley Cougars NR Cup

2/4/06 POWERGEN
CC 4THRD

9406 HulKingstonRoves N1 | H  [1500] | |

14/4/06__ Rochdale Homets g | oA [seo] [

17/4/06  Doncaster Lakers NL1 -_ Wi 1]

304106 Leigh Centurions NL1

14/506  Whitehaven N1 15:00 (1500 | |

21/5/06 POWERGEN
CC 5TH no

28506 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 500 [ |

4606 Halfax RLFC NL1 ---

POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP QUARTER FINALS cC

York City Knights NL1
York City Knights NL1
Rochdale Hornets NL1
Widnes Vikings NL1
Baley Bulldogs NL1
Doncaster Lakers NL1

POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP SEMI FINALS cC

6/8/06 Halifax RL F C
13/8/06 Batley Bulldogs
20/8/06  Widnes Viking

26/8/06  POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP FINALS cC

3/9/06 Leigh Centurions
10/9/06 Whitehaven

17/9/06 LHF Healthplan Play Offs
24/9/06 LHF Healthplan Play Offs
1/10/06 LHF Healthplan Play Offs

8/10/06  LHF Healthplan Grand
Final & Play Off Final

today’s e EE
SPONSOrs POWERGEN

A company of €@-@

Sponsorship
packages available.
All sizes catered

@,
for, large or small, gg
individuals or
party groups.

Please contact is 80 minutes
the office on of rugby league.

0161 628 3677

for further information
and pricing

Ke Oldham RLFC fully support the Let’s tackle Racism in Rugby League

. campaign and welcomes all players and spectators irrespective of e -~
NR CUp - Northern Rail CUp their ethnic or racial origins, Racism has no place in our game and powergen .CO.UK Pos tlve Enepgy
Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup racist chants are totally unacceptable

NL1 - National League Division 1

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.




