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JAMES KIRKLAND
Awarded the Heritage
Trust Trophy for the
Oldham Man of the Match
in the AJ Law Cup game
versus Rochdale Hornets
(22/01/06)
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Better.

come

see fand
yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception to claim

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

ur froo day pass at Better Hewlth Club, One advert per person

for further information or quotations contact

4

otalplus

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

The Roughyeds + Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street, Oldham OL1 1SQ, Telephone: 0161 628 3677, Fax: 0161 627 5700, Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

THE

CHAIRMAN'S

THOUGHTS

with
CHRIS HAMILTON

Welcome back to Boundary Park
for our pre-season match against
Super League side Leeds Rhinos.

Tonight's game is very special. Not
only does it allow us the opportunity to raise much needed
cash to put towards the next instaiment in our payment
agreement with both the Excise and Revenue, but it also
gives the chance for one of Oldham's favourite rugby sons
and ex Roughyed forward, Barrie McDermott, to sign off his
playing career, here in his home town (and in a red and
white shirt at that!).

Certainly, Barrie's involvement in tonight's game has
captured the imagination of both sets of supporters, so,
let's hope that this is reflected in the attendance.

We were both pleased and honoured to play the Rhinos at
Headingley at the beginning of last season as part of
Barrie's testimonial activities. In return, Leeds promised to
come to Boundary Park to play a pre-season friendly to
kick-start the 2006 season and we would like to pass on
our thanks to Garry Hetherington and his staff in making
that possible

Barrie has struck a deal with Leeds Metropolitan University
to provide free entry to tonight's game to U16's and for
every ticket taken up they will donate £1 to the club. We
hope that this, coupled to our own discount on pre-
purchased tickets, will tempt enough people to the game
to make a distinct difference in our financial battle

We were all disappointed when the Law Cup game against
Hornets had to be cancelled last Friday and hastily
rearranged to Sunday. It probably meant that a number of
supporters missed the match but everyone who attended
could see that after all the rain just how spongy the pitch
was. We were just glad to be able get the match played.
Whilst our performance was below par, it was easy to pick
out the team that had the added advantage of having the

lion's share of last season'’s squad still in place against that
which has been subjected to extensive rebuilding. Having
said that, our coach John Pendlebury and his players, will
have found the run-out hugely beneficial. The lads with little
experience of rugby at this level have now had the chance
at first-hand to see the amount of fitness and application
required. For that reason alone the match was most
worthwhile.

Obviously, tonight will provide another stern test for the
players, especially as there have been only five days
between this and last Sunday's game. It is vital that we step
up our performance level, as this is the last game before
the season kicks-off in earnest on February 12th

Both my fellow director Sean Whitehead and myself, would
like to take this opportunity to heartily thank everybody who
has supported the various fund-raising events that have
been organised to raise money for the club since the back-
end of last season. We must reiterate though that we are
nol yet out of the woods and in addition to the £50K
payment that has to be made at the end of the month we
have further payments to make in both March and May. It
goes without saying that we are still accepting pledges to
Club 180 and we once again ask for your assistance in
helping save the club--- we can't do it on our own! There
seems to be a feeling that everything is now ok - but we're
not yet safe and we still need your help.

| would like to wish John Pendlebury and all the new
players good luck in their new careers at Oldham RLFC,
and, as ever, | will do all | can to assist them

Thank-you for your continued support and enjoy the game.

Chris Hamilton

sed in this
L

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,

Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.

The Chairman’s Thoughts * 3
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FROM THE

TOUCHLINE

with JOHN PENDLEBURY

Good Evening and a warm

Well, as you know, it's been all change
during the close season on both the
coaching and playing front.

It hasn't been an easy task, bearing in mind
the competition for players and the annual
merry-go-round, but with the support from
Chris and Sean, | feel that we have managed
to assemble a squad of players that will do
Oldham proud. As with all these things we
will continue to look to strengthen the
squad, with additions still needed in the
three-quarters.

We have retained the services of over half of
last season’'s players and recruited in key
positions. The new signings should provide a
mixture of experience (from the likes of
Alan Hadcroft, Craig Dean, and Chris
Percival) and youthful enthusiasm from the
younger members.

| trust you will give them all a warm welcome.

When | took over the role of coach the main
task was to assemble a squad of players that
| felt would be competitive in this division.
From October onwards | have, along with
Chris, spent more hours than | care to

4 » From The Touchline

welcome to Boundary Park for
the first game of 2006.

remember drinking coffee in hotel foyers with
potential new recruits.

Once the recruitment was under way both
myself and Keith Brennan turned our
attention to off-season training. This varied
from weights and field work to attacking
those notorious Oldham hills. It has been
pleasing to see the enthusiasm and
commitment of all the players and the
progress they have made, bearing in mind
their full-time occupations.

| hope that the 2006 season will provide
a platform from which Oldham can build for
the future.

Tonight, Boundary Park welcomes Super
League opponents Leeds Rhinos and I'm
sure you will join me in welcoming Tony
Smith and his team. The game should
provide us with a competitive work-out
putting the finishing touches to our
preparations for the opening of the season
proper.

| look forward to seeing you all in the coming
months and thank you for your support.

with BRIAN WAKER

ALKERBOUT

What’s worth saying about Barrie Mac’s
playing career has already been said.

So, on the basis that tonight's appearance (which, I'm
pleased to say, will be as a guest player for his hometown
club), will be his swansong. Therefore, all that remains for
me to do, is to provide a set of stats for the match
programme, wish him well in his new coaching position
with the Rhinos and add that ‘The Battle of Carcassonne’
will be out on DVD soon!

MATCH STATISTICS
Oldham  1991/92-1993/94  Played 40 (inc.16 as sub)  (Tries 6)

Wigan  1994/95
Leeds 1995/96-2004

Bramley  1998/99 Played 4 (Tries 1)
(On loan)

Oldham 2006
(Guest player)

Played 13 (inc. 5 as sub)  (Tries 4)

i
McDERMOTT

Played 277 (inc. 63 as sub) (Tries 40)
and PETER SMITH THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

HONOURS

BARLA Youth Tour New Zealand, 1991

Oldham Promotion from Second Division, season 1992/93
Wigan Regal Trophy winners1994/95. Division One champions 1994/95
Leeds Super League Grand Final winners 2004, runners-up 2005

Challenge Cup winners 1999, runners-up 2000 and 2003
World Club Championship winners 2005
Lancashire 3 matches

Great Britain 15 test matches (4 as sub) plus 2 others (inc 1 as sub).

England 1 (as sub)
Ireland 12
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ROUGHYEDS

AN OVERVIEW OF THE NEW LOOK
OLDHAM RLFC SQUAD OF 2006

ANDY BAILEY Signed during the
close-season from Castleford Tigers. At
6’ 3 " is an ideal build for a second-row
forward. Super League experience with
Hull who signed him from Featherstone
Rovers.

GARETH BARBER - A local born player
who started his professional career with
Warrington Wolves. Primarily a stand-off
who can fill most positions in the back-
line. In 2005 he was also used effectively
at hooker. Represented the National
League under 21 side that defeated their
Super League counterparts in 2001.

MIKE CALLAN - A prop-forward who has
had Super League experience with
Warrington Wolves. Hoping to make a
huge impact this season under the
guidance of coach John Pendlebury.

GED CORCORAN - 23 year old prop-
forward signed for the Roughyeds after
spells with Halifax (where he gained
Super League experience), Dewsbury

Rams and French outfit Limoux. Started
his rugby career with Royton Tigers.

WAYNE CORCORAN - 20-year-old Irish
international forward. Recruited from
Halifax where he gained first team
experience.

CRAIG DEAN - Former Chorley Lynx,
Halifax and Leigh player who can turn
out at full-back or in either half-back
positions. Had a short spell with
Saddleworth Rangers.

ANDY GOREY - A young full-back who is
bursting with enthusiasm. He made 8
first team appearances last season albeit
on the wing but is hoping to claim the
number one jersey this term.

DEAN GORTON - Looking for regular
first team action after spending two
years in the Salford City Reds U21 side,
where, in 2004, he picked up their Player
of the Year award.

DANNY GUEST - A big prop who has just
returned to Oldham after retiring at the end of the
2003 season following a serious knee ligament
injury. Former Oldham Bear who has had
experience with Keighley Cougers and
Lancashire Lynx. This will be his fourth spell with
Oldham.

ALAN HADCROFT - A robust centre who is
known for his solid defence and strong running.
Signed from Halifax for the 2006 season, Alan's
previous club list includes Wests and his
hometown side Leigh Centurions. Played for the
National League against New Zealand ‘A

GARETH HAYES - 20 year-old prop-forward
signed from Salford City Reds during the close-
season. He was voted Salford's U21 Player's
Player of the Year in 2004. Leigh born Gareth
stands at 6’3" tall and weighs 17 stone.

IAN HODSON - Signed initially on loan from
Swinton Lions in 2005. After impressing he was
given a contract for 2006. A hard worker who can
handle the ball and who is equally at home in the
second-row or at loose-forward.

CHRIS HOUGH - Oldham born half-back who
excelled last season forming a great partnership
with Marty Turner. A leader who knows how to
galvanise his team-mates into action.

JOHN HOUGH - The first player to sign for his
hometown club when it was reformed in1997. An
hooker who has signed a contract to take him to
the end of the 2007 season, which will allow him
to complete 10 years with the club.

Signed from Warrington Wolves, he can also play
at loose-forward and is excellent at acting half-
back.

JAMES KIRKLAND - Ex Oldham academy. A
young hooker who should go far in the game.
Former Waterhead Junior and Wigan Warrior
student. A tough tackler and excellent acting half-
back.

CHRIS MAYE - A 21 year-old second-row or
centre signed from Swinton Lions for the 2006
season. Started his pro career at Wigan Warriors
before moving to St Helens where he was on the
verge of being selected for the England Academy
side, but was thwarted by a wrist injury. Had a
loan spell at Halifax where he gained Super
League experience.

DANNY NANYN - Injury brought to a halt this
young prop's impressive start to the 2005 season,

but then managed to pick up where he left-off.
Started well against Rochdale Hornets last week.

CHRIS PERCIVAL - Just returned to Oldham
after a spell on-loan at the end of 2003. He played
for Leigh Centurions for two season. A quick
three-quarter who scored 20 tries in 20 games in
his first season with Leigh but missed out in 2005
with a broken leg. Will be seeking to rekindle his
try scoring feats this year.

MICK REDFORD - Signed for the Roughyeds
during the close-season from Blackpool Panthers.
Originally from the Leigh East amateur club, has
also played for Chorley Lynx. Was a crowd-
pleaser at Blackpool where he played prop,
second- row or centre.

MARK ROBERTS - Joined Oldham on loan from
Warrington Wolves towards the end of the 2004
season.|nitially used as a centre, where he can
display a turn of pace. Also has sufficiant
upper-body strength to enhance the back-row of
the pack.

After an injury plagued season in 2005 is keen to
put things right in 2006.

SIMON SVABIC - Footballing half-back who
made a huge impact for the Roughyeds in the
second half of the 2005 season at loose-forward.
Former Oldham Bear, Salford and Leigh player.

ALEX WILKINSON - Local born Alex, toured with
Great Britain schoolboys to Australia in 1999 and
with the England Academy to New Zealand and
Australia in 2001. He played his junior rugby with
Royton Tigers before signing for Super League
giants, Bradford Bulls. Whilst at the Bulls he had a
loan spell with London Broncos where he chalked
up 6 Super League appearances, before going on
loan to Huddersfield Giants where he added
another 13 top-flight games to his tally. Had a loan
spell with Hull FC. where he impressed the
Humberside high-flyers sufficiantly for them to
offer him a two year contract. Alex decided he
wanted to complete his degree and when part-
time rugby was the right option he chose his
hometown club. Can play both centre and wing.

LEE WINGFIELD - 24 year-old second-row
signed from amateur club Leigh Easts. He has
been selected for the BARLA Great Britain team
for three successive seasons, and toured both
Australia and Russia. Signed a two year contract
that commences with the start of the 2006
campaign.
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- ANOT
SEASO

by Matthew Chambers of the Oldham Chronicle

Another season, another new face on the

Oldham rugby scene.
With the legendary figure of Roger

Halstead having retired from the
Chronicle after spending a mind-
boggling 41 years .covering the

Roughyeds, | recently took up the mantle
as rugby league reporter on the paper.

It's been a great experience already. As a
Huddersfield lad I've grown up within the
rugby league culture, but that hasn't
stopped me being amazed by the
passion and commitment shown in this

town by rugby league fans and
administrators, both professional and
amateur.

Add to that the open, welcoming nature
of the sport in general, and it's hard to
imagine a smoother induction.

But enough of the gushing: there's a
season about to start. Roughyeds
supporters have had it rough in the past
few years, to say the least. Relegation
from Super League, the loss of
Watersheddings and near-financial
meltdown doesn't make for a comfortable
ride.

The club certainly isn't out of the woods
yet but there seems to be a growing
sense of optimism around the place,
especially concerning the team's
prospects on the pitch.

New coach John Rendlebury appears to
have assembled ‘a youthful squad
containing plenty of performers with a
point or two to prove. It seemed at one
point during the close season.that the
revolving door would never stop spinning
due to a steady flow of departures.

In all, 12 players opted not to re-sign for
the coming season, and it would take a
good side at this level not to feel the
impact of losses such as Jon Goddard,
Ricky Bibey and Marty Turner.

However, new signings such as
amongst others - big Mick Redford, the
Corcoran brothers, former Hull man Andy
Bailey and ex-Leigh try machine Chris
Percival have restored confidence that a
play-off place could be achieved in what
is a very strong National League One this
year.

Of course, much will depend on how the
new signings blend under the watchful
eye of Pendlebury, a former Super
League coach of the year.

At the very least, another season of rugby
lies ahead for Roughyeds’' and for all
those who hold the club close to their
heart, that in itself is cause for
celebration.

Matthew Chambers * 9




Player Profile

Ashley Gibson, centre. Honours: England U18

Joined Leeds in 2003 from Stanningley. In the 2005 season
Ashley showed his outstanding talent in the Academy side
and was the leading points, try and goal scorer for the team
with 320 points. Made the breakthrough into the first team
against Leigh Centurions last season and had a dream
introduction, scoring a hat trick.

Danny Williams, second-row.

Honours: England U18

Prior to joining Leeds he played for the amateur side
Whinmoor. Represented England at U16, 17 and 18 levels.
He represented Yorkshire in the Origin game in 2005 and
was subsequently selected for the England U18 Academy
squad against France.

Michael Brown, centre.
A versatile player who previously played for Hunslet
Parkside and has represented Yorkshire.

Michael Ratu, centre.
Prior to joining Leeds he played for Oldham amateur side
Higginshaw and has represented Lancashire and England
at U15 and U16 levels.

Peter Fox, winger.

The York Acorn ARLC winger spent a season with York City
Knight, helping them win promotion to National One.
Quicksilver flanker of whom big things are now expected.

Kyle Briggs, centre.
Played for Staninngley and has also represented his
county, Yorkshire.

Jordan Tansey, stand-off

Scored two tries in last season’s Senior Academy Grand
Final when Leeds beat Widnes to be crowned First Division
Champions and was subsequently named Senior
Academy Player's Player of the Year.

Chris Feather, prop-forward.

Joined the Rhinos in 2003 signed from Wakefield Wildcats
where he was a first team regular. His signing from
Wakefield was a case of second time lucky as he had
already played for Leeds at Alliance level four years earlier.
In his first season at Headingley he was a regular member
of the Rhinos' first team, however, he did not start a game
all season, instead making an impact off the bench on 28
occasions. In 2004 Chris made 10 starting appearances
and 4 as substitute before joining Wakefield on loan for the
last two months of the season. He returned to Wakefield on
loan again last season.

Jamie I'anson, hooker. Honours: England U18

He was a member of the 2005 Senior Academy side who
won the First Division Grand Final against Widnes. Prior to
joining Leeds played for Hunslet Parkside and has

represented both England and Yorkshire. He again
represented Yorkshire in the Origin game last year and was
selected to play in the England U18 Academy side to face
France.

Luke Burgess, hooker.

Honours: England and GB Students

He was a member of the Senior Academy side who won
last season’'s First Division Grand Final. Played in the
England and Great Britain Students’ sides.

lan Kirke, second-row, centre

Talented, 6ft 5in, former Hull KR and Hull player. Played for
Dewsbury during their 2004 campaign. He broke a hand
playing for Great Britain Students pre-season, but bounced
back to be part of the York City Knights promotion-winning
squad last season.

David Tootill, prop-forward.
Born in Oldham, David made the move across the
Pennines in 2004 to join the Leeds Academy. Last season

he scored 9 tries in 16 appearances and was part of the

winning Senior Academy Division One Champions.
Previously played for Leigh Centurions. He has
represented England U17 Academy and the Lancashire
U18 Academy.

Chris Buttery, centre.
Last season's Senior Academy Player of the Year.
Previously played for Hunslet Parkside.

Jason Harte, second-row.

Played in the Senior Academy side which beat Widnes in
the First Division Grand Final. Formerly played for
Stanningley and has represented the Leeds Service Area.

Ayden Faal, second-row.
Previously played for Bradford Dudiey Hill.

Stephen Brook, second-row

Joined the Rhinos’ Academy in 2003. Played for Bradford
Dudley Hill before joining the Academy and has also
represented the Bradford Service Area.

Dale Harris, utility-back

Broke into the Senior Academy side this season. Before
joining Leeds played for Hunslet Parkside, he has
represented Yorkshire ARL, and the Leeds Service Area.

Liam Halliday, prop-forward.
Joined the Rhinos in 2001. Prior to that played for Hunslet
Parkside and has also represented the Leeds Service Area.

James Endersby, centre.
Represented Yorkshire Academy in 2004 as well as English
Schools at U17 level and England U18's at rugby union.

SPONSORS

Match Sponsor

LEEDS
METROPOLITAN
UNIVERSITY

Match Ball Sponsor

SIMPLY FRESH
FOODS LTD

T: 0161 703 7023

Sponsorship
packages availble,
please contact
the office on

0161 628 3677

for further
information and
pricing

Oldham RLFC fully support the Let's tackle Racism in Rugby League campaign and welcomes all players and spectators irrespective

of their ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no place in our game and racist chants are totally unacceptable.

22/1/06 Rochdale Homets Law Cup A 14:00 | 42-8 1,114
2711/06___Leeds Rhino's Friendly H 20:00
12/2/06 ___Rochdale Homets NR Cup A 15:00
19/2/06  Halifax RLFC NR Cup H 1500
26/2/06 Cougars NR Cup H 15:00
5/3/06 Halifax RLFC NR Cup _ A 3.00
12/3/06 POWERGEN|
CC 3RD RD
19/3/06 Rochdale Hornets NR Cup 15:00
26/3/06 ___Keighley Cougars NR Cup 15:00
2/4/06 POWERGEN
CC 4TH RD
9/4/06 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 H 1500
14/4/06 Rochdale Hornets NL1 A 15:00
17/4/06___Doncaster Lakers NL1 H 15:00
30/4/06 Leigh Centurions NL1 A 15:00
14/5/06  Whitehaven NL1 H 15:00
21/5/06 POWERGEN|
CC 5THRD
28/5/06 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 A 15:00
4/6/06 Halifax RLFC NL1 A 15:00
POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP QUARTER FINALS cC
11/6/06____York City Knights NL1 H 15:00
25/6/06  York City Knights NL1 A 15:00
2/7/06 Rochdale Hornets NL1 H 15:00
9/7/06 Widnes Vikings NL1 A 15:00
21/7/06 ___Batley Bulldogs NL1 H 19:45
30/7/06 Doncaster Lakers NL1 A 15:00
POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP SEMI FINALS cC
6/8/06  Halifax RLFC NL1 H 15:00
13/8/06 __Batley Bulldogs NL1 A |1500
20/8/06 __Widnes Vikings NL1 H 15:00
26/8/06  POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN
CUP FANALS cC
3/9/06 __Leigh Centurions NL1 H 15:00
10/9/06 Whitehaven NL1 A 15:00
17/9/06 _LHF Healthplan Play Offs
24/9/06 LHF Healthplan Plg 0ffs
1110/06 ___LHF Healthplan Play Offs
8/10/06  LHF Healthplan Grand
Final & Play Off Final
Key

NR Cup - Northern Rail Cup

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1

Allow everyone to enjoy the game




= .t |.|l+.{ =
TIHRY) S

\$?
TEAM SHEET 3
OLDHAM LEEDS RHINOS
CRAIG DEAN §)) ASHLEY GIBSON
CHRISMAYE @) DANNY WILLIAMS
ALEX WILKINSON 3) MICHAEL BROWN
CHRIS PERCIVAL ) MICHAEL RATU
ALAN HADCROFT (CAPTAIN) ) PETER FOX
WAYNE CORCORAN ©) KYLE BRIGGS
SIMON SVABIC W) JORDAN TANSEY
‘MIKE CALLAN ® CHRIS FEATHER
JAMES KIRKLAND ) JAMIE L’ANSON
BARRIE MCDERMOTT (10) LUKE BURGESS
GED CORCORAN (11) JAN KIRKE
Mﬁmv (12) DAVID TOOTILL
IAN HODSON (13) CHRIS BUTTERY
GARETH BARBER (14) MARK WATTS
DANNY GUEST (15) JASON HART
CHRIS HOUGH (16) AYDEN FAAL
DANNY NANYN 17) STEVE BROOK
LEE WINGFIELD (18) DALE HARRIS
MICK REDFORD (19) LIAM HALLIDAY
JOHN HOUGH (20) JAMES ENDERSBY
DEAN GORTON 1)
ANDY GOREY (22)
GARETH HAYES (23)



