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Together

a wmmng
team

Oldham Council

K is proud of its

Y association with

, Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM 3tito

Metropolitan Borough [1

oldham)together

the outlook's bright

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk

ROUGHEDS

The Roughyeds

Oldham Rugby League Football Club

(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHER;PiSTs Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord ‘

KIT MAN Paul Hulbert

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not
necessarily reflect those of the management and stalf of

Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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The Chairman’s Thoughts hoping to give Roger Halstead a good send off
Roger And (Out) Standing

From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks at the disappointment of last week
As lan Sees It Looking at 2006

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

Today's Opponents Pen pics for Barrow Raiders

Team Profile A profile of Carlos Mataora

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
On This Day Don Yates looks back to September 4th yesteryear
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
Oldham Rugby League Social Club

Rugby Talk

From The Pen 0f Michael Turner

Highlights Of The Season

Club Cash

National League Talk All to play forl By GARETH WALKER

Fixtures & Sponsors

Today's Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pal Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury. 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries) |
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park |
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park /

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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with CHRIS HAMIWN

Chalrrr( n’s Thoughts

Welcome back to Boundary Park for what is hopefully our

final home game.

As is usual for Oldham, the season has been a roller-coaster of
a ride not helped by our off-the-field problems.

But, despite everything, | would be lying if | didn't
say | was disappointed with the fact that we have
not made the top six play-offs, This will be the first
time that this has happened since season 2000
and we can only look on enviously as other teams
do battle for Grand Final places. However, there is
no one to blame but ourselves.

The upshot of this is that today we face a Barrow
side who have no pressure on them with but we
still need to win to keep ourselves out of the
relegation dog-fight.

This game is also very significant for one other
reason and that is it should be the Roughyeds'
last home game on which Roger Halstead will
report for the Oldham Evening Chronicle. Roger
has been trying to find ways of making the good
better and the bad not so bad for over forty years
and that in itself is a major achievement!!

To have done it in the way that he has for so
many years is in itself a tribute to the man and
we are delighted to have his loyal wife Val and
members of Roger's family here today as guests
of the club. | just hope we can make the

performance a fitting one for somebody who
thoroughly deserves it

Roger has been a big help to me personally over
the last eight years and it has been a real privelige
to work with somebody who is Oldham RLFC
through and through. Enjoy your day Roger, you
deserve it.

Finally, thank you to all of you for your support this

season and to everybody who helps us by
working on match days or during the week - as
ever, we cant do what we do without you.

After next week we start the preparations for next
season which looks like it will be the hardest
competition to date

Enjoy the game

Chris Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

North Ainley Halliwell
MON = SAT 10-30"5-30 I‘S'vlivilm'_\ :
34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM 0OL1 1PS
Tel: 016] 646 5614
01 61 633 0074 e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk

web: www northainley.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




Unrivalled coverage of Roughyeds and
Oldham amateur rugby league.

Proud supporters of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Chronicle

Chronicle t

= ity 172 Union Street ,Oldham. \ %
Telphone :0161 633 2121 2,

email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk
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It was a mid-spring Monday evening at

ROGER AND (OUT) STANDING

Fartown, Huddersfield, when, in the midst of

a 33,000 crowd, Roger Halstead put pencil to

notepad to report on Oldham’s performance

in the second Challenge Cup semi-final replay against Hull
KR. | don’t think for one instant that it could have entered his
mind that this, his opening Oldham first team match report for
the Oldham Evening Chronicle, would be the beginning of a
sequence that would continue for over 41 years.

‘DYSON’S INJURY KEPT SECRET’ was the
Chronicle's headline next evening, referring to
Oldham goal-kicking fullback Frank Dyson who
had picked up a foot injury in the first semi-final
replay and had hobbled his way through this
match. There were no substitutes in those days,
but as Roger went on to report, it wasn't Dyson
playing with an injury that cost Oldham their first
ever Wembley visit but missed chances by the
Oldham forwards, who had also failed to take
advantage of hooker Len Mcintyre out-hegling
Rovers' international ‘Flash' Flanagan thus

providing the Oldham side with that all important
extra’ share of the ball. Which side the ball came
out of the scrum wasn't a forgone conclusion in
those days either and a good hooker was worth
his weight in gold

Forty-one years on and approaching the
business end of the 2005 season Oldham
recently overran Hull KR, one of National League
One's front-runners, but just seven days later
were themselves blitzed by a big and mobile
Whitehaven pack. Those two matches where
almost unrecognisable compared to how the




ROGER AND (OUT) STANDING CONT...

DYSON’S INJURY

OLDHAM 1-0-2,

THE REGAY FOOTHRALL LEAGUE
Challenge Cop Semi-Finsl — Secand Replay

HULL K.R. v. OLDHAM

AM EVENING C,

7

FRANK DYSON, the man whose
ambition of steering Oldham to
Wembley was shattered by poace and
crafl in front of thousands of his home
town fans, hobbled painfully through
three-quarters of this game with a
suspected broken toe - and none of the
Oldham lads knew until Dyson took
Off his boot at the end!lr was the best
kept secret of the whole fantastic ve,
Only a handful of officials knew of the
Oldham full back's injury and they
decided w sy nothing.

Club physiotherapist Dennis Wright
told me afterwards: “Frank was obviously
in pain. But we decided it would be better
10 keep the news from the other lads, and
none of them knew about it until after the
match.”

The injury happened midway through
the first half, when Dyson suddenly fclt &
seaning pain in the big (oc of his right foot.
“Idon’t know how it happened but it was
sore - very sore,” said Frank afterwards

Dyson is to have the toe X-rayed today
e, more than anyonc, knows that Oldham

HULL KR 3-2-12

have no excuse for a defeat, which can be
summed up in one word - class,

For virtually the first time in the
mammoth tie, Rovers turned on the
tootball. Not the individual heilliance of
out hall Alan Burwell as in the Swinton
game, but an all round team display of

by ROGER HALSTEAD

support work and strong running, which
lefl Oldham groggy in the second half

Many Rovers fans though! skipper
Harry Poole had boobed when he won the
toss and elected to play against the wind,
Poole's gamble proved a master stroke,
however, and in the sccond half, with the
wind behind them, the Robins hurled back
Oldham's attacks with a simplicity which
had 10 be seen (o be believed.

Poole, of course, had facts o support
his theory that the wind would prove
decisive in the second half, He knew
Oldham were expected to get on top as the

KEPT SECRET

support with an almost clear run 10 the
line.

They were staggered 100, when Charfic
Bout held on only minutes before wih
Peter Smethurst and Trevor Simms
flanking out on his left

But the chances went begging - and
against a team of terrier like tacklers like
Rovers, chunces like that have to be taken.

GONE was the backing up of the
Oldham pack, which has swamped even
the strongest of opposition in the cup run
this term.

GONE were the lightening breaks of
Stuart Whitehead and Geoff Robinson.

GONE 100, was the immaculaie coves
for which Oldham had hecome knows
throughout the league.

And Rovers, held all the trump cards =
attack, with Burwell and Bunting tuming
in o tremendous display of fect footed
running. [t was from one typical Burwel
break that Mike DBlackmorc was sees
racing down the wing within minutes of
the restart.

Dyson pulled off a bone-shattering
tackle five yards from the fine - but the

game was played back in 1964. Now competed in
summer, generally on a Sunday afternoon as
opposed to Saturday, by bigger, stronger and faster
players in a sport which has itself been speeded-up
by the introduction of the six tackle and ten metre
rules. It's also played with four substitutes, the hooker
is now an extra half-back as opposed to ball-winner,
four points instead of three for a try, big score lines,
and big screens. Ironically, the Challenge Cup, until
recent years the Holy Grail of all rugby league clubs,
has lost some of its glitter since the advent of Super
League and with it the Grand Final.

But, for Oldham fans two things haven't changed
Roger Halstead is still reporting on the Roughyeds
and according to his observations on the Whitehaven
game the club is still taking a chance on the fullback
carrying a foot injury (but, Gavin Dodd was still voted
Oldham's best back on the day, scoring one of his
trademark long distance tries!)

Today, though, that alters. Roger retires in December
and all things being equal this will be his final report
on an Oldham first team home match. Whilst I'm sure
he will cover the Tri-Nations series in the autumn, the
first half of the amateur's winter season plus
Oldham's early preparations for the 2006 campaign,
when later this afternoon, the referee blows his whistle
for ‘no side’ it will also signal the closing of an
important part of one of the most distinguished
careers in rugby league journalism.

It's difficult to calculate the number of rugby league
matches on which Roger has reported but a starting
point is that since the 1964 Challenge Cup semi there
have been over 1,600 Oldham first team fixtures. Add

to that second team, academy, amateur,
international, representative and cup final games and
it must be somewhere in the region of 5,000. Back in
1964 the RFL was made up of 29 clubs all of which fit
snugly into a triangle drawn between Workington,
Liverpool and Hull, so who could have predicted that
included in that figure would be visits to report on
Oldham playing in such places as Gateshead,
Cardiff, London, Paris, Carcassonne, Adelaide and
Townsville?

At the end of the 1963/64 season Roger wrote an
article for the then Supporters' Year Book which
began, "Ever taken a stroll over the Saddleworth
moors, been lost in a rapidly descending mist,
and struggled to a crossroads not knowing
which path to take? You have? Then its odds on
you know exactly the position in which the
Oldham club stands today" Prophetic words
indeed. Living slap-bang in the middle of
Saddleworth as | do | can vouch it's not just a misty
part of the world but often you can't even see your
hand in front of your face and despite the passing of
40 years the signposting has got no better, either. If
Duraglit's success in the polish market had been
reliant on burnishing the silverware that had graced
the Oldham cabinet trophy over those years it would
have bankrupted. As if controlled by some centrifugal
force the club seems to have been allowed to reach
Lancashire Cup finals, Challenge Cup semis,
Championship play-offs and so on, but lift a major
trophy or even make that first Wembley appearance,
no. Many times this old Lancashire side has been so,
so close but it seems that when approaching the next
set of crossroads that same force has caused us to

474/

25 years of Oldham match reports was celebrated
during the first division match against Castleford
al Watersheddings in 1989. Oldham won 34-18
with tries scored by John Cogger (2), Paul Lord (2),
Gary Hyde and Doncan Platt who also kicked 5
goals

meander right or left when a more obvious choice
would have been to go forward.

But it doesn't matter. It just gives us Oldham fans the
right to claim we've supported the best club in the
game that hasn't won a major trophy for four
decades! We've had, some cracking players, played
in some cracking matches and as far as Roughyeds'
fans are concerned there can be no finer memory
than a packed Watersheddings on a cold winter's
night.

We're lucky to be one of the few towns that can still
boast an independent evening newspaper for which
Roger has done a magnificent job, not just reporting
on this match or that, on this signing or the other, not
just whipping up the enthusiasm of the Oldham fans
when things haven't been going quite as well as they
might but also having the bottle to grasp the nettle
and air his views, when, in his opinion, things weren't
quite right within the inner-sanctum.

Retirement may be fast approaching but | suspect
that when the time comes there will be no cutback in
Roger's support for the Oldham club and that he will
remain a loyal supporter for years to come. | look
forward to the autobiography “Roger and Out”

Roger, it's now your tumn to take a bow!
Brian Walker
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Q&A

WITH GARY MERCER

Roughyeds 13 asked:

Why did we not take advantage of two
very kickable penalties against Batley
Bulldogs awarded before the first try
was scored, especially as Marty Turner
is one of the division's most reliable
goal kickers?

Gary says:
! felt at the t

for

that can

hand

New Fan asked:

Would you advice Marty Turner to give
it another go in England next season?
Do you think he has the attributes to
make an immeadiate impact in Super
League?

Gary says:
y bel

From The

with Gary Mercer

Firstly, | wish to apologise to all the fans
for the debacle against Batley, our worst
performance of the year.

It was by far the most important game of the season and
we let the fans, the club and ourselves down. In my five
years of coaching this was by far my greatest personal
disappointment. From being 28 — 0 up after just 20
minutes to then concede three soft tries in a quarter of an
hour spell was really disheartening. What can | say?

Obviously, questions had to be asked. The video viewing
was followed by a no-holds-barred get-together as we set
about ironing out the negatives. But, one thing | made
sure of was that following that Monday evening session
everyone left in a positive frame of mind. Make no
mistake, we are all finely tuned in to the fact that with just
two more games to go we are still not sure of NL1 football
next season.

Today we entertain Barrow, a team sadly sitting bottom of
the league. One thing is for sure we will give them the
utmost of respect. They have nothing to lose, and I'm
certain they will be looking to get a win to at least finish
their season on a high. Peter Roe will have them fired up
so we must be focused, clinical and totally determined to
take the points. The key words for the boys today are
patience, composure and discipline. Providing these are
taken on board by each and every player those two points
will come our way.

Have a good day and enjoy the match

Gary.

Touchline

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be

collected or delivered
Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

__OPILGRIM

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com
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Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website
www.talking-rugby.co.uk
14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

PACKAGING LIMITED

L3338

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000
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Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League

Imported German Beer
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So we come to the final two games of what has certainly been a
momentous season, at least off the field.

And we virtually know our fate - no play-offs, but almost
certainly no relegation either. Should this be regarded
as success or failure ?

| cannot believe anyone connected with the club
regards it as success. The success is the off-field
situation, that we still exist - which is certainly not to
deny that there are still huge hurdles remaining in this
regard, and an awful lot of work still to be done. We
have had lots of on-field issues which have militated
against a better playing performance, too - injuries, of
course ; lack of decent training opportunities ; lack of
a genuine ?home? ; and failure to establish a squad in
time for quality pre-season preparation. In spite of all,
though, my view is that we should have done better,
and that a place around fifth would have been one
which the players and coaching staff could have
regarded as one which represented potential realised.

This view can, of course, easily be justified by
reference to the performances when we did ourselves
reasonable justice , or better. | would say there have
been 7 of these so far - twice each against Cas,
Featherstone and Rochdale in the league, plus Hull
K.R. at home. That leaves rather too many others when
we either failed to perform adequately at all, or did so
only for a part of the game, for it to be possible to argue
that the staff have got the most out of themselves.

There are still two games to go, of course , as well as
an awful lot of mouth-watering RL left before the 2005
season is put to bed, even though sadly it will not

involve us . But the mind begins to tum to 2006, and
what we might be able to look forward to then. As
usual, there will no doubt be lots of changes before we
play our first competitive game, both in the make-up of
the Oldham staff and in the nature of the opposition we
face. One thing is for sure, though : next season will be
even more competitive than this. We already know
that Widnes and Leigh will be in NL1, as well probably
as two of Cas, Hull K.R. and Whitehaven, and that York
are likely to be more attuned to the standards of the
league than other recently-promoted sides. With us
[hopefully!] and probably Halifax, Rochdale,
Doncaster and Batley making up the division, it is
going to be a real challenge to make the top six, and
by no means an easy task to keep clear of the
relegation threat. So whatever we do, it needs to be
done in good time, and with very clear assessment
made of the challenge ahead.

One final thought before | put the word-processor to
bed for a few months. It will be very strange next
season not to be sitting next to Roger Halstead in the
press-box. He has been there since 1964, and has
seen a remarkable range of ups and downs during his
time covering the fortunes of the club. | have only had
the pleasure of his company for a relatively few
seasons, but it has been a privilege. | cannot think that
any club has been better served by its local
newspaper correspondent, and | am certain that |
speak for very many in wishing him a long and happy
retirement.

Goodwzn

A My of
Oonam CHAMBER nina

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Before the season is over may | be so bold as to suggest
what needs to be done to ensure a better season in 2006?
| am assuming several things. Firstly, that the current Oldham
club survives its financial difficulties. Secondly, that the club
stays in LHF National League One. And thirdly, that Gary

Mercer remains Head Coach.

Given these three conditions it strikes me that the
biggest single thing Oldham could do to improve
their on-field results would be to recruit a leader
of authority. It can be taken as read that the club
will be trying to improve the playing ability of the
current squad and that new players of quality will
be the target of transfer activity, though how far
Oldham can go to recruit some of the best in the
current financial climate is open to doubt. So, in
those circumstances the biggest single factor
worth committing to is a man of natural authority
and leadership in the pack.

Given the heartbreak of the Batley defeat a
fortnight ago can older supporters imagine that
having happened under the captaincy of a Terry
Flanagan, a Brian Hogan, a Frank Foster, a
Derek Turner or a Bryn Goldswain? As Michael
Turner points out in his excellent History of
Oldham 1876-1997 the signing of one player of
the right calibre can transform the fortunes of a
whole team, Bryn Goldswain in the early '50's

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk
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and Frank Foster in the early '70's being classic
examples. To me it is clear that Oldham have
some talented players on the books but we have
to get the best out of them and we have to stop
them committing rugby suicide. | wont be so
bold as to suggest who should be recruited - that
is the job of management - but | will be forward

enough to suggest that the priopity is a -

controlling influence on the field of play who can
reflect the coach's wishes and stamp some
authority on a team which has improved
considerably from the dark days of winter but
needs to continue its progress if it is to challenge
for honours next time around.

My wish that Shayne McMenemy should win a
Challenge Cup winners medal came true and |
am thrilled that a former Oldham player of quality
has won one of the highest honours in the game.
It serves as an example to current players that
N.L.ONE is not necessarily the only level they
can play at. The right attitude and dedication can
take one to higher things. And what of master
Coach John Kear who has now plotted two great
Challenge Cup upsets for Sheffield and Hull
F.C.7 It's a big ask to get your players down to
earth again after such a momentous
acheivement but if he can do it Hull are now
genuine Super League Grand Final aspirants.
The club has quality players in the shape of
Shaun Briscoe, Ewan Dowes, Paul King and Paul
Cooke all of whom must be in the running for
Great Britain selection. And for any N.L.ONE
player of ambition just think on Richard Whiting,
Jamie Thackray and Danny Brough because the
chances are you played agaist them in the
course of the last two seasons. Never say never.

Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or
trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham
(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel:- 0161 947 1499
WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas

s JAN o




TODAY'S OFPONENTS

Phil Atkinson. Signed for Barrow in June 1993. The
Ulverstonian has been a fantastic servant to the club.
Joined an elite band of players who have scored 100
tries for Barrow club last season.

Dave Clark. Vastly experienced hooker, very popular
player. Was very influential in the championship winning
season which culminated in gaining two Welsh
interational apperances.

Barry Pugh. Former U21 intemational who toured
Australia and has also played for Wales after gaining 2
Caps. Showing his full potential and is now a regular for
the first team at stand off or loose forward.

Paul Jones. Versatile back, very fast. Another product
of local amateurs Askam. Scored an 80 yard try for
Askam against Barrow in The Challenge Cup 2001.
Equally at home in the stand-off/ scrum half position.

Paul Lupton. A strong tackling forward who is a
former BARLA international. Hails from the once famous
Millom club.

Adam Pate. A rugby union signing plays full back or
stand-off. Hails from Carlisle and has represented
Cumbria at union. A more than useful goal kicker.

Chris Archer. Pocket battleship half back signed from
London Broncos, where he spent two seasons, a major
signing for Barrow. Archer is Barrow born having played
junior rugby for Hindpool.

Stuart Dancer. Former BARLA international signed
from Walney Central with enormous reputation in the
amateur game. Now fully established and became a
firm fan's favourite.

Paul Wilcock. Signed from Barrow Island after
impressing in trial matches during 2002.

Darren Holt. (Captain). One of a handful of Barow
players to top the 1000 points mark. Record breaking
season last year with the boot and pound for pound one
of the hardest scrum half's around.

Mike Whitehead. Signed for Barrow via the Wigan
Academy side. Left last season to play for neighbours
Whitehaven but now back to push for a regular spot.
Nick Beach. First season in the pro ranks after signing
from Roose Pioneers. Speed to burn. Enormous future
prospect.

Jonathan Williamson. Stand off/ scrum-half who has
been snapped up from the amateur ranks. Great pair of
hands and will make a big impact when settied.
Enormous future prospect.

James Nixon. Local lad signed from the Dalton RL

Club. With time on his hands, he is definitely one for the
future.

Barrow Raiders

Joel Osborn. Signed from London Skolars during the
off season after impressing the coaching staff during
both encounters last season. A natural full back who
can also offer diversity elsewhere on the park.

Andy Fisher. Signed from Doncaster and plays ‘full on'
rugby that will complement our pack. Picked up five
MoM awards last season.

Freddy Zitter. Signed from Featherstone Rovers and
has just completed a very successful international stint
for France scoring against both New Zealand and
Australia. Blessed with blistering pace Freddy is at
home in the centres or on the wing.

Richard Colley. Signed from Bradford after failing to
gain a regular first team position. Natural ball-handler
who can play stand off,scrum half or hooker.

Shane Irabor. Fast and powerful winger/centre.

Dave Critchley. Stared in amateur club Eccles
promotion winning side last year, scoring 21 tries. Can
play anywhere in the back line.

Dave Fallon. Another product of the Eccles conveyor
belt. Compact winger with strength and pace.

James Finch. Signed pro from Walney Central this
season after staring for Barrow last term. Strong centre
who rarely misses a tackle.

Ryan Wood. Followed in his father's footsteps in
signing for Barrow. Impressive forward who signed from
Walney Central.

Jamie Marshall. Retumned to the club after a season
up with Whitehaven. Proven try scorer with pace.

Jamie Butler. Big powerful forward and a product of
the Askam club. Gained County honours this season
and will be an asset to the club given time.

Glenn Osborn. Powerful second row forward signed
from London Skollars. Gained BARLA students GB
intemational status.

Jason Roach. Winger who is built like a forward.
Super League experienced player who is always
capable of out-running a defence.

Ady Mulcahy. Signed from the Eastmoor amateur
club as a classy stand off but can play anywhere.

Matt Jefferson. Intemational full back signed from
Barrow Island. Very dependable under a high ball.
Signed after impressive performances last season
whilst on loan.

Paul Raftery. Another star player from the Eccles club.
Former BARLA GB second rower who is a big strong
runner with bags of potential.

CARLOS Mataora will never forget
his baptism in English rugby
league.

*| wondered where | had come to," said 23-year.
Carlos when | spbke to him this week at the hou:
in Shaw which he shares with Tere, Dana and the
Roughyeds' overseas quota man Marty Turner, also
a Kiwi.

He added: "l flew in with Tere (Dana came a few
days later) on the Monday and our first game was
against Blackpool on the following Sunday.

"I couldnt believe how cold it was. We had trained at
Chapel Road during the week in wet, windy
conditions, but it was even colder at Boundary Park.

‘The match had not been going long when my
hands started to freeze up. | thought | would warm
up as the game went on, but | didn'. | just got colder
... and colder. And then | struggled a bit with my
breathing."

He wasnt the only Oldham player to struggle that
day. The Roughyeds trailed 20-4 at half-time, but hit
back in the second half to win 22-20.

Almost a full season later it is interesting to recall the
team that turned out in Gary Mercers first

competitive game in charge.
Cont over..

Player Profile by Roger Halstead

CARLOS MATAOR

3 4.
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His natural ability on his feet was polished and honed on the school and
club playing fields of his native Auckland
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official sponsor of the National League

OLDHAM RLFC SQUAD LIST 2005

| & PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
Tackle the costs |
of dentists, :,A?m\) B

opticians and

GAVIN
DODD

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

JETWARE LTD OLDHAM LEES VILLAGE
(TELEPHONE) v ADVERTISER SERVICE
BEAUTY 08456 445 442 STATION

DANA
WILSON

SPONSORED BY

DAMIEN
MUNRO

SPONSORED BY

JAMES
KIRKLAND

SPONSORED BY

JON
GODDARD

SPONSORED BY
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KATHRYN TOTALPLUS
everydady treatments g
\, KATHRYN
Wl  GEOFF MOTTRAM

NICK
JOHNSON

SIMO! ALEX
HAUGHTON WILKINSON

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY s SPONSQORED BY
AJE TOTALPLUS oHAM [ W SADDLEWORTH
EXPRESS ADVERTISER 8 SPORTS

With an LHF Healthplan you’ll get money
back towards the costs of the following
treatments:

SIMON
SVABIC

SPONSORED BY

SHARPLES

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED 8Y

» Eye tests, glasses and contact lenses

= BETTER HEALTH IAIN TAYLOR & H MULLANEY & JADE
» Dental check-ups, fillings and treatments CLUB ROSS WILCOCK SON (SKIP HIRE) COMMUNICATIONS
« Physiotherapy, day surgery, hospital stays 01457 832870

e Plus much more for only £2.73 a week.

MARK
ROBERTS

SPONSORED BY
KING FAMILY

TERE
GLASSIE
SPONSORED 8Y
FATBUS

SPONSORED 8Y

FRED
LAUGHTON

SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS

Join now 10 receive 38 free official

National League cap
Just quote ref: D-RFL/CAP

GARY
MERCER

H
SPONSORED BY
EDDIE
LUCKRAFT

Call 0845 60 60 543 A Y - o

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

SPONSCRED BY
JADE
COMMUNICATIONS

SPONSORED BY x
PONSORED BY
FATBUS Sopas

PICROM LTD

SPONSORED BY

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk SPONSORED BY

ROUGHYEDS TYMBUKTU OLDHAM
EDMONDSON KIDS ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL HEALTH & SUPPLIES
OLDHAM BEAUTY




ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Oldbham R.L.EC in Oldbham & Tameside

Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stephen Howard......

...................... 0161 - 366 6535

Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140

Failsworth - Peter Scholes ..

...................... 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 1ND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

AMH

Right people.
Right job.

.N‘m‘l
Jobcentre Plus understands that getting the
right people working for you is crucial to the
success of your business. We offer a range

of tailored solutions to match your recruitment
needs, whatever the size of your business.

What could we add
to your business?

Jobcentreplus

Treble Darts
& Trophies

54, Yorkshire St,
Oldham, Lancashire
OL1 1SR

Tel: 0161 6271424

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

On this day -2

During autumn 1954 Barrow prevented Oldham from lifting their
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first major trophy in over twenty years when they beat the
Roughyeds in the final of the Lancashire Cup.

It was a particularly disappointing defeat for
Oldham who, less than two months previously,
on Saturday 4th September, had won a league
fixture up at Barrow by 17 points to twelve. Both
clubs had powerful squads in those days and
both had a reputation for playing attractive,
open rugby. It was no surprise, therefore, when
all the points in that match fifty-one years ago
today, were scored by the backs. Winger Dick
Cracknell and centres Roland Barrow and Alan
Davies scored tries for Oldham with full-back
Bernard Ganley adding four goals. The Barrow
centres Ted Toohey and Denis Goodwin scored
tries for the Shipbuilders with stand-off Willie
Horne, arguably the greatest player ever to
represent the club, landing three goals.

On Monday 4th September 1961 the touring
New Zealanders were in Oldham. They played a
combined Oldham-Rochdale Hornets XlII that
evening in a match which attracted a crowd of
8,795 to Watersheddings. The match was a dour
affair in which defences were well on top.
Neither side was able to score a try so the match
was decided on goal kicks with the combined
side finishing on top 10-8. Centre Reg Cooke
landed four goals for the Kiwis with his opposite
number, Johnny Noon, winning the match for
the home side with five successful shots.

Way back in 1897 Oldham began the campaign
on Saturday 4th September with a visit to
Morecambe. The Roughyeds made a winning
start to the season, their 5-0 victory coming from
atry by Joe Lawton and a goal from Fred Moran.
Making their debut for the Roughyeds in that
match were a couple of rugby union recruits
who went on to enjoy long and successful
careers with the club. On the wing was Dickie
Thomas who eventually made his mark at full-
back and appeared in 363 matches for Oldham
during the following twelve years. He had been
signed from Newport RUFC and, although a

Welshman, played five times for Lancashire. Jim
Telfer, a powerful Scottish forward, had been
signed the previous month from Melrose RUFC
and made 117 appearances for the Roughyeds
during the following five years. Both were
members of the first Oldham team to lift the
Challenge Cup in 1899

It was on Saturday 4th September 1965 that one
of the greatest characters ever to grace our
game, Geoff Fletcher, made his debut for
Oldham. He had been signed from Leigh the
previous month for £1,500. Fletcher made his
debut in the second-row of an Oldham team
which disappointed in a 4-4 home draw against
Blackpool Borough. He made 111 appearances
for the Roughyeds and developed into a
flamboyant ball-playing prop. When he moved
on to Wigan in 1969 the transfer fee was £4,000
He returned to Leigh before joining Huyton, a
club he kept in existence virtually single handed
by acting as player, coach, groundsman,
baggage-man, chairman and club steward. In
1981 he became the first holder of the Rugby
League Writer's Association Special Award of
Merit for the work he carried out on behalf of that
beleaguered Merseyside club

Barrow coach Peter Roe has enjoyed a nomadic
career as both player and coach. As a player he
served Keighley twice, Bradford Northern, York
and Hunslet before taking up coaching
appointments with Keighley, again twice,
Halifax, Swinton, Featherstone Rovers and now
Barrow where he is in his second spell. With
such a lengthy record it would be a surprise if
today he was not celebrating some anniversary
or another. In fact it was on Wednesday 4th
September 1985 that Roe started his second
spell as a Keighley player. He was at stand-off in
the Keighley team which drew a home Second
Division match with Carlisle by 20 points apiece




Sponsors of the

Roughyed Kids
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Gemini Disco
F.R. Elswood Lid.

Total Plus
Communications

Saddleworth Sports
Oldham Advertiser
Reynards Ltd.

The Red Barn Carvery
ASDA, Chadderton
Carryout Solutions Ltd.
Greenco

Hi KiDS
Well, here we are our ready for our last home
game for this season. We have had a bit of a

roller-coaster ride this year. Lets hope for a
better one next time.

Both Carole and myself would like to take this chance to
apologise once more for the lack of events this season.
However, we like everyone else, have only 24 hours in a day
and have found that this year we have had to channel our
time into helping keep the club afloat.

Halloween and the pantomime trip are still booked and we
will contact kids members nearer the time

Today's mascot is Owen Baldwin. Owen is 6 years old and
plays rugby for St. Annes as well as being a keen Oldham supporter.

Once again, a big thank you to all our sponsors who now appear under our new heading.
See you soon

Carole and Janet

As always good luck to Gary and the Lads.

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

Following a short summer break our monthly quiz evenings will recommence this month. In view of
the desperate need for funding without any match day income, we really need to see a good
turnout for this and any forthcoming Club events.

QUIZ NIGHT - 10 SEPTEMBER
8.30pm in the Social Club Lounge

The recent Car Rally was really good fun and enjoyed by all who participated. Despite some rather obtuse
clues there were no lost souls left wandering around Saddleworth after dark! Many thanks to Dave Lord and
his team of helpers for the hard work put into this event and once again to Doreen, for a good supper.

SMS

GLUB 180

AT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
SOCIAL CLUB

BODYSHOP PARTY

16 SEPTEMBER
8:00PM

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB
Alfred Street , Werneth
ITEMS FROM CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE AVAILABLE TO ORDER

COME ALONG AND PAMPER YOURSELF WHILE SUPPORTING YOUR CLUB
ALL FUNDS RAISED TO CLUB 180

-

CLUB 180 is an independent bank account set up by supporters to help save the club.
PLEASE support all their events and help us reach our target of £50,000 in the next 9 months

A great place e ) Maximise your
O to learn potential
a L s OLDHAM

FHI i S Idham Business Management School offers
OLDHAM With a wide range of courses to BUSINESS 0 y g
COLLEGI choose from, you could improve
your job prospects, aim for

~EME Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,
MANAGEMENT > ”
SCHOOL Higher National, NVQ and Professional
higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER Programmes levels. We tﬂkg pride in offering
www.oldham.ac.uk  learning a new skill. ol courses thi'lt turn ambmgns into successful
www.obms.ac.uk  careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For course enquiri d pectu ests call
Fo;ger;ehgnn:gB% 256re9qu480 For further information call 0161 615 5050
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2% Rughy Talk

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

ull’s tense win in last weekend's Powergen Challenge Cup final was a real pat on the

back for the *Best of British™. It was a triumph for homespun talent like Paul Cooke and

Danny Brough. and indeed the valiant Kevin Sinficld whose bulldog spirit in defeat
carned him the Lance Todd Trophy.

We saw two powerful packs butt heads in the battle for midfield supremacy, and it was young
British talents Paul King, Ewan Dowes, Garreth Carvell and Jamie Thackray that led the Black
and Whites’ charge to glory.

But off the field it was also a victory for proud Yorkshireman John Kear.

Since starting out on the coaching staff at Castleford back in 1986, Kear has certainly been
around. On his travels, he has caused one of the biggest upsets in cup history with Sheffield in
1998, seen hard times with the controversial Huddersfield-Sheffield merged club and led England
in the 2000 World Cup.

He has held posts with England A, France and Paris St Germain too and in recent years he has
occupied assistant roles at both Wigan and Hull before taking over as the Airlie Birds™ main man
at the start of 2005.

Now, Kear’s reprisal of his role as *Master of Cup Shocks’. seven years after starring in the
original blockbuster with his supporting cast of underdog Eagles, is proof positive that you don’t
have to be an Aussie or in the first flush of youth to enjoy success as a coach in the modern
game.

Kear has also promoted up-and-coming British talent with the appointment of former York
coach Richard Agar as his assistant down at the KC Stadium and, with him, Agar brought half
back Danny Brough.

Brough could possibly have been swamped in midfield by the likes of Swain, Horne and
Cooke but he has punched well above his weight in defence and shown a priceless steely nerve
with the ball. Now if only we could get him a decent haircut!

So last Saturday at the Millennium Stadium was a great day for the British game then, if not
for Leeds coach Tony Smith who has gone from riding a 12-month magic carpet to trying to kick-
start the Super League moped again. Leeds looked invincible two weeks ago — favourites for a
spectacular league and cup double — but they have been handed a sharp reality check with back-
to-back defeats to Bradford and Hull. Suddenly, the Rhinos have their doubters and this will sure-
ly be the biggest test of Smith’s management capabilities in a fledgling career.

But this punter’s money is firmly on the unflappable Aussie to turn it all round. I'm sure it
won’t be long before we see the Rhinos back at their impressive best.

LEAGUE

On sale every Monday
‘The Voice of Rugby League’

Logal Service o e 4
- Logad Secvice

WRIGLEY
B LAY DE N

SOLICITORS since 1795

John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace. Oldham and Lancashire misby playver, enrly
pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whitticker and ( Jgden
forerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Clavdon

29/383 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811

SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER.. SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER.,

Better.

come _and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception to claim your tree day pass at Better Health Cluli, One adver: per persor
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W For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who
have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.

Crom e pen of

\ MICHAEL TURNER

Today we offer a warm welcome to the players, officials and
supporters of the Barrow club.

Threequarter Tom Fletcher, the first
Cumbrian back to play for England at Union,
signed for Oldham from Seaton during the
1900-01 season but after scoring thirty one
tries from just one hundred outings he left
Watersheddings to join the Barrow club.
During that era winger Ben Wilson left the
Furnessman to join Oldham.

In 1923 Oldham acquired the multi-talented
Albert Brough. A second row, winger or
centre, Brough was a tremendous all round
skilful player and useful goal kicker. This
versatility was recognised by his selection for
the 1924 tour.

During the second world-war Oldham
benefited from having a number of guest

Tommy Ayres

players from other clubs including none
other than the Barrow legend Willie Horne.
The master half back played two matches for
the Roughyeds during the 1942-43 season.

After the war there was much more traffic
between the two clubs. Tommy Ayres,
George Gummer, Pat Hewson and Norman
Thomson all represented Oldham and
Barrow in the late 1940s.

In more recent times, Ged Smith, Ray
Hopwood, Tony Wainwright, international
Bob Irving, and the great Frank Foster all
wore both the red and the blue. Bringing the
list right up to date, Martin McLoughlin and
lain Marsh also played for both clubs.

Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE sm—

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD * GREENFIELD
OLDHAM = OL3 7JJ * 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSH\E\'DS ARMGUARDS
STICK MITTS HELMETS
KICKING TEES ROTECTIVE vy
QUGBY BALS TACKLE pagg
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD copg

OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor OPTIMUM
Oldham OL4 1JG KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE CLASSIC ICELREH i

* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

Oldbam Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES

Oldham East & Saddleworth

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

Oldham West & Royton

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248

Ashton-U-Lyne Councillor David Jones

Leader Oldham Labour Group
Suite 4 St Michaels Court

St Michaels Sq
Ashton-under-Lyne
Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 331 9307

Lord Chambers /
11 Church Street /
Oldham OL1 3AN il

0161 628 8346




OLDHAM RLFC

PLAYER STATS 2005

Oldham match stats up to and including August 21st

NAME

APPEARANCES

TRIES

GOALS

POINTS

J.Goddard 19 7 0 28
W.Cowell 10 4 0 16
D.Munro 15 8 0 32
A.Wilkinson 21 5 0 20
N.Johnson 23 12 0 48
S.Svabic 21 7 6[+2 d-g] 42
M.Turner 23 8 84[+ 1d-g] 201
PNorman 12 1 0 4
G.Barber 20 6 1 26
D.Nanyn 8 0 0 0
R.Bibey 20 0 0 0
T.Glassie 21 4 0 16
C.Mataora 22 3 0 12
C.Farrimond 4 0 0 0
G.Dodd 24 15 0 60
M.Elswood 11 2 0 8
J.Kirkland 13 0 0 0
J.Hough 19 1 0 4
D.Wilson 22 3 0 12
S.Haughton 12 7 0 28
M.Roberts 13 2 0 8
A.Gorey 6 3 0 12
K.Brennan 2 0 0 0
l.Hodson 13 0 0 0
D.Tootill 2 0 0 0
R.Mills 6 1 0 4
C.Hough 11 3 0[+ 1d-g] 13
A.Sharples 9 0 0 0
A.Sands 2 0 0 0

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

streeftwise

sports

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

Roudhyeds

£1 TO WIN

OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS Not

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

Plus

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

£10,000

AUTOMATIC

PAYOUT

A Donated Cash Prize

DON’T MISS OUT - BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

NO NEED
TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL



Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

v

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

What’s the
score?

The competition’s
tough ...

but we've a few
points in our favour.

No traffic

No parking %

No worries

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

ﬂ/\\/_/’nar thern Taking people to places
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POWERGEN

Exclusive Energy Partner to the RFL

Rugby
league crazy?

We're mad about it too!

That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of
the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills
Zone for children to practice kicking. tackling.
passing and catching in a fun and safe way

Welll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all aver
the country so everyone can have the chance to
get rugby crazy!

powergen.co.uk

&

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
ALL TO PLAY FOR!

THE LHF Healthplan National League seasons
arrive at their penultimate weekend - and every
single game sees something crucial at stake.

Starting in National League One, the main issue
concerns the Minor Premiership.

Whitehaven will all but guarantee top spot if they
can beat Batley Bulldogs at the Recreation
Ground this afternoon.

But they will encounter a Bulldogs side still
desperate for points, as they are caught up in the
relegation battle.

And they proved by recovering from 28-0 down to
win at Oldham that they don't lack steel away
from Mount Pleasant.

The other challengers for first place, Castleford
Tigers, take on big local rivals Featherstone Rovers
at the Jungle.

Again, Rovers need the points in an attempt to
climb out of the bottom two - their inferior points
difference compared with Batley’s means that
they will probably have to win their remaining
two games to survive.

Oldham are still not clear of relegation, but a
home win over bottom club Barrow - who only
have pride to play for — would end those fears.

Elsewhere, the crucial fourth spot — which brings a
home game in the play-offs - will take a step
closer to being decided, when Halifax, the current
occupants, take on sixth-placed Doncaster.

Rochdale, who can also still finish fourth, need a
win at home to Hull Kingston Rovers, one of the
few clubs whose league position now looks
certain.

In NL2, Blackpool — who now look set to fold, as
was revealed in Monday’s Rugby Leaguer &
League Express - entertain Dewsbury Rams, who
are looking to ling onto second place ahead of the
play-offs.

Workington can still overtake them, so a victory
away at champions York City Knights is crucial to
them.

And at Cougar Park, Hunslet will be hoping to hit
some form going into the play-offs against a
Keighley side that has underachieved this year.

Two matches that will probably have taken place
by the time you read this are Sheffield Eagles
versus Swinton Lions — a huge one for both clubs
- and London Skolars against Gateshead Thunder,
who are still pushing for their first top six finish.

It could hardly be more delicately poised.

Read the best match reports from all today’s matches in Monday's Rugby
Leaguer & League Express

FOR TI'IE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...
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SPONSORS Fixtures 2005 ’
DATE  OPPONENTS 0. RESULT WAL ATT
Match Sponsor 090105  Rochdde Homets  LawCup | Away [1500| 248 | L |1404 WOI l Wml.
21/01/05  Leeds Rhinos Testimonial | Away |20.00| 22-10 | L |59
Y¥ The Royal Bank 30/01/05  Halifax Friendly Away | 1500 34-12 | L |1.443
AR of Scotland 13/02/05  Blackpool Panthers ~ NTCup | Home |1500| 2220 | W |1,446 o
27/02/05 _ Swinton Lions NTCup | Away |1500] 4614 | L [1.101
Team Sponsor 06/03/05 _ Swinton Lions NTCup | Home |15.00] 3037 | L [1,116
13/03/05  Shariston Rovers Powergen | Away | 19.30 | 1446 | W | 852 D
MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC CC 3rd R
16/03/05 Rochdale Homets NCup | Away [1930] 68-26 | L |1.161
Man of the Match 2000305 Blackpool Panthers _ NTCup | Away [15.00] 1635 [ W | 250
Sponsor 2503/05 _RochdaleHornets __ NTCup | Home |1530| 1054 | L |1544
280305 FeaterstoneRovers NI | Away [1930] 2020 | D [1463
SMURFIT NORTH EAST 030405 YorkCtyKnights  Powergen | Home |15.00 | 28-32 | L [1,282
CC 4th Rd
Match Ball Sponsors 10/04/05 _ Doncaster Dragons Nt | Home |15.00| 2244 [ L [1.286
W. SHU(T[LL-;EO%’nggag) COLTD 17/04/05  Castleford Tigers NI | Home |15.00| 2032 | L |2,054
240405 HulKR NL Away | 15.00| 3219 | L |2.474
DOUGHTY's GYM - i
MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC 15/0505 Whitehaven Warriors ~ NL1 | Home |1500| 660 | L [1.284
F.R.F. MOTORS LTD 22/05/05 _ Batley Buldogs NI | Away | 1500 2518 | L | 792
warw.lrimotors.com 05/06/05__ Rochdale Hornets NI | Home |1500|25-24| W | 827
Programme Sponsor 12/06/05 _ Barrow Raiders N | Away |1500|22-40 (W [1.073
” 24/06/05 _ Halifax NI | Home |1945[14-28] L [1.221
Voith Paper 0307/05 Featherstone Rovers  NL1 | Home | 1500 3820 | W | 928
10/07/05_ Doncaster Dragons N1 | Away | 1500 3426 | L -| 8%
Champagne Moment 2407705 Castilord Tigers NI | Away | 1530] 3220 | L | 4600
31/07/05__Hull KR N | Home |1500| 4020 | w [1.448
anOf 0708005 WhiehavenWamors  NL1 | Away | 1500 3616 [ L [1.663
Braddy’s Signing Of The Season 14/08/05__ Rochdale Homets NG| away [1500] 2427 [w [1.426
(Memorabilia) 21/08/05__Batley Bulldogs N1 | Home |1500) 32-34 | L |1187
Tel: 07946052364 o905 porowRades W1 Home | 1500
11/09/05 _Halax N1 | Away 1500
Players after match 180905 _Ply Ofs NI | Tea | TBA
refreshments 25/09/05 _Play Offs Nt | TBA | TBA ' é
02/10/05__Pay Offs NL1 TBA | TBA oy | 7 e
sponsored by 08/10/05  Grand Final NLT T8A | TBA erer L TW —

Taylor Produce (Southport) ;
Fresh Fruit & Veg .
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Oldham RLFC fully support the Let’s tackle Racism in Rugby League Ke
i campaign and welcomes all players and spectators irrespective of

their ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no place in our game and NT CUP = Nofthern TfainS CUD
racist chants are totally unacceptable Powergen CC - Powergen (ha“enge Cup
Allow everyone to enjoy the game. NL1- National League Division 1
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It’s all about Oldham




