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GAVIN DODD
ROB MILL
ALEX WILKINSON
JON GODDARD
NICK JOHNSO
MARTY TURNE
CARLOS MATOER
RICKY BIBEY
GARETH BARBE
DANA WILSO
ANDY SAND
MARK ROBERTS
JOHN HOUG
JAMES KIRKLAN
TERE GLASSI
IAN HODSO
DAMIAN MUNR
ADAM SHARPLE
SIMON SVABIC
CHRIS HOUGH

||} CHRIS GILES

ANDREW SAYWELL
MARK McCULLY
DAVE ALSTEAD
HRIS CAMPBELL
ADNEY BOWKER
OHN BRADDISH
OMMY HODGKINSON
PHIL CANTILLON
GARETH PRICE
DAVID NEWTON
EE DORAN
NDY GORSKI
ICHARD VARKULIS
OB BALL
PAUL ANDERSON
DARREN SHAW
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Together
a winning
team

f Oldham Council

& is proud of its
lassociation with

{ Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM s oldham together

Metropolitan Borough [J oSl

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk

The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League Football Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord

KIT MAN Paul Hulbert
PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J, W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

sed in this matchday magazine do not
those of the management and statf of
Oldham RLFC (1997) Lid

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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Club Records - 1998-2004

The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking for support over the coming months
From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks for the squad to gain confidence
As lan Sees It A look to the future

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today's Opponents Pen pics for Rochdale Homets

Team Profile A profile of Gavin Dodd

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
On This Day Don Yates looks back to June 5th yesteryear

Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
Oldham Rugby League Social Club

Recent Photos

From The Pen 0f Michael Turner

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

National League Talk Our Cup over-flows By GARETH WALKER
Fixtures & Sponsors

Today’s Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every malch February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

www.roughyeds.co.uk




roall ||
< Chair

with CHRIS HAMILON \

n’s Thoughts

Once again we are on the move and another "home" game finds
another "home" ground.

Today its the turn of Sedgeley Park Tigers rugby union club to
help us and we thank them for their assistance in providing us
with a venue not only for today but also for our other games
which have to be moved against Halifax and Featherstone

Rovers.

The Halifax game will now be played on Friday
24 June kick off 7.45pm with the Featherstone
game as originally scheduled on Sunday 3 July
kick off 3pm.

A lot of our fans will be familiar with the ground
from when we have played here against Swinton
in the last couple of seasons and hopefully those
of you who havent been before will be taking
advantage of the fantastic gesture once again
from First Bus Manchester who are again
providing free transport to our fans for the game.

On behalf of everybody at Oldham RLFC can
| thank them for their very generous assistance
once again.

Given our present position in the league we could
have done without the disruption of having to
move but our record at Boundary Park is hardly
brilliant and let's hope that we can pick up our
first win of the league season today against what
is without doubt a strong Rochdale side.

In the midst of all this there is the small issue of
keeping the club afloat and we will be presenting

what we hope will be an acceptable deal to
the Inland Revenue in the next few days so that if
it is rejected or needs some fine tuning we will
be able to do that prior to the court hearing on
the 15th.

One of the things that is proving difficult is
keeping peoples focus on how serious the
situation is and following the initial big response
to the launch of Ciub 180 we need to get the
enthusiasm of you the fans again as we ask you
to play your part in not only ensuring there is a
club but also in taking it forward. Please do not
think it is assured that we will survive beyond the
15th June or that if we do we are out of the woods
because we are not and as we have previously
stated we cannot do this on our own.

Enjoy todays game and please get behind
the team.

Thanks for your support.

Chris Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 | || "

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 1PS

0161 633 0074 || '\ i,

web: www.porthainley.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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Q&A

o

with Gary Mercer

This is the fourth ime we have met Rochdale Hornets ~ this season and at present we have been heavily defeated on each occasion.

There is no doubt Bobby has got a very good team Adam James Tere
together but as we have seen from results they are Sharples irkl N
WlTH GARY MERCER by no means invincible. To win however we must P Kirkland Glassie

Big Tim B T [l e competitive in every department. There is no
;J.",f,"‘i‘l‘h," : - ol cloubt in my mind that if we come up with the
a performance we want and the performance we 15/05/05 22/05/05 | 22/05/05

know we are capable of we can reap the rewards

of two valuable points. Played 33 mins Played 50 mins Played 60 mins

s i ; Tackles 7 Tackl {

This is easily said but as we showed at Batley not Misses 1 I\jizs:: 12 ? :Zg:s: (: 8

as easy to achieve. Our performance there was in Hit ups 8 Corfies 4 Cafies 18

my opinion an all round poor team performance, Metres gained 32 Metres gained 16 Metres gained 52

Gary replied where we played in patches through lack of

Average metre gain 3.9 Average metre gain 3.2 Average metres gained 4.3

thought at vital times and not doing the little things
right. There is no doubt also after a long losing run ) / /
that lack of confidence is starting to play a part.
We need to start enjoying playing rugby again and
with that in mind we have organised a different L an S d Own e Secondhand tiles and slates
fortnight lead up to today's game, which | hope . bought and sold
Bellefield Boy askec has left our squad refreshed and wanting to play.
Co r forv S € ¢ ' e
: ! | thought Andy Sands had an impressive debut at R O Ofl n Demolition work undertaken
Sl Batley and | am sure with more game time can g All materials can either be
J wingers in bgcome just the sort of playtler‘l want with plepty of collected or delivered
st h.l||“l():;<’:(‘;:(ulll Ile‘n’!l‘tl direct aggression. Robert Mill is alsp corjtlnumg tp : el 0161 626 0896 anc 627 4231
- el Progress pleasingly and fully deserving his place in I Night 0161 633 4252
{ the first 13. Although in many ways we could be 5 _ S .
said to be giving up home advantage today | just Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

hope we can put behind us some of the poor
performances at Boundary Park and let's hope that

Sedgely Park can prove a lucky ground and start =—~“:> PI G RI M
us off on a successful run that will soon take us o ’v— . I

swiftly up the table.

Gary

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

Gary replied

-~




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website

www.talking-rugby.co.uk

14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

CONSERVATIVE
PACKAGING LIMITED

» - - '
- i - '
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000

@ ) WARSTEINER' \}

Imported German Beer

(
Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League c

Nobody is a greater advocate than | am of growing strength of Rugby League,
and | am delighted to see some long-term strategic thinking from the current
leaders of the game.

Itis vital, however, that the whole game is able to sign up to the
future plans, and in order for there to be any realistic chance of
this happening, there very quickly needs to be much greater
clarity in what is being proposed

| am very happy with minimum criteria, in such areas as
facilities, financial strength, crowd potential and junior player
development. | would accept, too, that there may be a case for
slightly different ones for existing Super League members and
for new applicants, at least for a short period. However, it is
crucial that such criteria are completely transparent, with
everyone fully understanding them in advance

The next issue is that of the number of clubs in Super League
Here | feel that it is important to separate out the questions of
the number of teams and the number of fixtures. | certainly do
not favour a competition in which everyone plays everyone else
twice - since this would greatly reduce the validity of our end
of-season play-off process which has been so successful. So
24 or 28 fixtures with 14 teams, or 26 fixtures with 12 or 13
teams, would be fine, for example, The number of fixtures would
depend on decisions on player burn-out, international fixture
programme, etc

The crucial issue, though, is the mechanism by which teams
enter and leave the premier competition. And here Mr, Lewis
has got it wrong. For all the game’s supporters to support the
new strategy.and hopefully for more to be attracted, including
those who have deserted the game in recent years from clubs
such as Oldham, there simply has to be automatic promotion
and relegation, even if not necessarly in its current format
Comparisons with Aussie RL or the NFL in the USA are of no
validity in the British sporting culture, and MrLewis needs to
realise this very quickly.

So a club which wins the NLL1 Grand Final - provided that it
meets the pre-agreed minimum criteria - simply must gain
promation. | then have no problem with such a club having a
minimum guaranteed period in the Super League - 3 years

say. But, to maintain the integrity of the competition, the team
which is last, provided it is not a 'probationer’ club, must also
be relegated

How would this work out in practice? Let me try to illustrate
using a few imaginary scenarios

2005 Leigh and Widnes relegated, Castleforc promoted

2006 Perpignan in Super League, with a 3-year minimum
guarantee. Wakefield finish bottom, and are relegated. Widnes
are promoted. A new SWales club is accepted in NL2, and
gains promotion

2007 Perpignan finish bottom of Super League, but are only in
their second 'probationary’ year, and so are not relegated. Hull
KR win NL1 and, having met the minimum criteria, are
promoted

2008 The season begins with 13 clubs in Super League -
Leeds, StHelens, Hull, Bradford, Warrington, Wigan
Huddersfield, Salford, London, Castieford, Perpignan, Widnes
and Hull K R. Hull K.R. finish last - not relegated. Whitehaven
win NL1, and are promoted

2009 14 teams start. Whitehaven finish last - not relegated
S Wales win NL1, and are promoted

2010 Toulouse are accepted into Super League, so 16 teams
start - but still playing the agreed number of fixtures [24 or 26)
Hull KR, finish last, and so are relegated, since it is their third
season since promotion. Oldham win NL1, but are not
accepted into Super League since they do not meet the
criteria('] - so 2011 would start with 15 clubs

And so on. This seems to me to be the basis of a set-up which
we could all support. It gives every chance for ambitious
heartland clubs to achieve Super League status, whilst also
enabling others from non-traditional areas to make it 100
Wouldn't a universally-agreed strategy be marvellous!

el
Otoram CHAMBER B1wa

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits
Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Barrow Coach Peter Roe in this week's League Weekly
suggests that it is now time for the clubs outside Super
League, together with the amateur clubs, to stage a

breakaway.

The argument is that if Super League, once it has adopted a
fourteen team format, is going to pull up the drawbridge and
effectively abandon promotion and relegation then the rest of the
game will be better looking to their own iterests. With, effectively,
no monies percolating down to National Leagues One, Two and
Three what is the point of staying linked to an organization that
promoles its own interests but not those of rugby league
football as a whole? A separate pro-am organization would be
better placed to negotiate its own broadcasting and sposor-ship
deals Roe argues and would almost certainly be better off
playing a season running from September to April

I have a great deal of sympathy for the Roe point of view.
However, the RFL and Super League insist they have not
abandoned promotion and relegation but are, rather, attempting
to ensure that any club promoted in future will be up to the task
This involves guarantees that ground facilities, administration
and revenue Streams are adequate to sustain full-time,
prolessional rugby, in return for which a promoted club could be
given freedom from relegation as per 'Les Catalans' (UTC
Perpignan in other words), possibly for a period of three years,
lo ensure some stability and avoid the old yo-yo syndrome of the
19705 and '80's

My own personal view is that if there was a time to stage a
breakaway 1995 was the lime 1o have done it just as the Super
League concept was being developedA lot of clubs were
treated shabbily at that point but apparently there was neither

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5040
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk

the leadership nor will to go through with it, no doubt influenced
by the prospect of pots of Murdoch money dangling belore the
eyes of greedy club Charmen. The biggest flaw in Peter Roe's
argument is that access to Sport England money for the
development of the game would not be forthcoming 1o a
breakaway organization. Indeed, the unification of the RFL and
BARLA is essentially the product of the Government ruling that
funds will only be available to unified administrations no matter
what the sport

However, the RFL's position is not altogether clear either and it is
this which gives rise to the ill-feeling generated among
Chairmen, Coaches and supporters of clubs outside the elite
For a start, expansion of the game to new areas, be it France,
Wales or wherever, leaves liltle room for existing clubs to move
up. And, will a guarantee of freedom from relegation serve any
purpose? Let's face it ten years of Super League has produced
a four club monopoly. No club outside the big four has yet won
atrophy. Yes, at the moment Hull and Warrington are threatening
1o break the monopoly but when it comes to the business end of
the season it would be a surprise if results did not revert 1o type
No, the real interest in Super League has tended to revolve
around who will finish fifth or sixth and who will be relegated
Could Super League retain its interest and altendance levels
without this annual scrap for survival? Furthermore for a
promoted team to progress, with or without guaranieed status, it
has 1o attract quality players. Firstly, this means promotion early
enough to compete in the annual cattle-market as | argued in a
previous column, a problem not addressed by the RFL. And
secondly, it means persuading players 1o sign for a club with
realistic prospects of success. Martin Gleeson says, in the same
edition of League Weekly, that it was the prospect of some big
name signings (none of them yet secured) that persuaded him
to transfer to Warrington. This highlights the fact that players,
being players, want to play for successful teams, That being so
how does a newly promoted side attract the best? Just ask
yourself: how many star names play for Leigh, Widnes, Salford,
Huddersfield, Wakefield and London? And when they do how
long is it before a ‘top' club comes along to poach them?

So, confronted with two entirely different visions of Rugby
League in Britain, just which represents the best way forward? |
am sure both Peter Roe and Red Hall will welcome your input

Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or
trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham
(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel:- 0161 947 1499

WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas
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Is it me are or have all of you, in the last two months, found
yourselves somewhat starved of Rugby League?

If you are out of the Challenge Cup and not featuring in the Northern Rail Cup there have
been a lot of blank weekends. Now | know a lot of people will say it has allowed us, in
some way, to get over some injury problems, but there is no doubt in my mind and
certainly the players feel that there is nothing to beat proper match practice. Also | think
in a lot of respects attendance at rugby matches is very much a matter of habit and as
we have seen with falling crowds it's very easy to get out of that habit.

Just at this point in time when the club requires a PREDICTION LEAGUE ROUND 6

regular and growing fan base to get it out of it's Stage Winner 1 - 6 Nigel Marland
troubles we are hit by this lack of consistent, week  May Month Winner David Schofield (34 points)
after week, matches and also by a team who are

finding it difficult to win their first match. ~There s no ; grr:'\';;ﬁ(e’ ‘7‘: g)s)
doubt in my mind that it is this final factor thatis most 5 M Ackroyd 74 (1)
important to increasing crowds. The recent article by 4 T Boycott 7 6)
Roger Halstead in the Chronicle on crowds over the 5= Ashley Baxter 69 (15)
last 40 years showed that the major contributing factor 5= D Schofield 69 (11)
to crowd size was not whom you were playing, what ~ / C Hamitton 67 ®
. A 8 Michael Kiviin 65 (4)
league you were in or what your ground facilities were 9= JDavies pos (10)
like. No, the major contributing factor was were your . g McDonagh 62 6)
side winning on a consistent basis. 11= Paul Hulbert 60 2
11= DKing 60 (4)
This was surely shown at Batley a fortnight ago. If  41= pEse 60 @
ever a club are doing their bit for the community with 14 R Halstead 59 (8)
excellent computer and education facilities for the 15 Paul Norman 58 (8)
local youngsters, new sponsors' facilities, excellent ~16= G Cooke 57 (6)
bar facilities and a brand new stand and yet the crowd :g: g x:::ﬁgad :é ::8;
on a sunny day with a special Kids Fun Day organised 8= S Crossley 56 ©)
and playing a team with one of the best away o9  pavid Lord 55 ®)
followings in the league was just over 700. Also look 21 P Gough 53 (2
at Leigh's crowds. Being in Super League isn't 22 S Somerville 52 (4)
enough, if the side isn't winning. 23 G Cheetham 51 (6)
24 John McAndrew 50 (4)
So hopefully we can begin a winning spell today. 25= A M Kiviin 46 (8)
Talking of winning here is the latest Prediction League. ~ 25= D Stevens 46 ®
Those of you who only sent in Rounds 1 -9 need to be Z; jai:!h; — :i {g;
thinking of sending in your 10 -18 Rounds as soon as 29 S Hague 43 ®)
possible. 30  Nick Henry 40 @)

) This weeks score
Nigel 0

Unrivalled coverage of Roughyeds and

Oldham amateur rugby league.

Proud supporters of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Chronicle

n SRR 172 Union Street ,Oldham.
3,‘:'{\’,‘('.':‘,';{_‘3“ : Telphone :0161 633 2121
!‘:’ email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk
N www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk
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VISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK = 0n ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HERITAGE TRUST BUTTON.
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With Brian Walker

The new Images of Sport Oldham RLFC
book is due off the press within the
next couple of weeks. This pictorial history
of the club includes over 200 images.
Published by Tempus it will be available
from the Oldham club shop, the Oldham
Evening Chronicle or by mail order from the
Oldham RL Heritage Trust. Ring Brian
Walker on 01457 875084 (e-mail
briandobcross@btopenworld.com) or
Michael Turner on 0161 620 6005 (or e-mail
matoldm@btinternet.com).

Two articles from yesteryear, both relating to Oldham and Hornets

matches, have recently come to light. Back in the 1930s, in the days
before free healthcare had been made available to one and all, the
match-takings from the annual Oldham and Hornets Infirmaries Cup
game were shared between the Oldham and Rochdale Infirmaries.
Since the introduction of the National Health the trophy has been

renamed after its benefactor A. J. Law.

To help compensate for relinquishing
their match fee players were often
awarded a prize. In 1937 the
Roughyeds beat Rochdale 9-4 at the
Athletic Ground and each of the
Oldham players received an inscribed
barometer! The one pictured here for
instance was presented to Oldham's
Welsh centre Verdun Rhydderch.

And by a remarkable coincidence
Gallery Oldham have just unearthed
from their vast collection of Oldham
related artefacts a poster advertising
the 1938-39 Infirmaries ‘Rugby
Charity Cup'.

0010 ;Oléham
Jnﬁrmanee

Inscription plate from the barometer

;

-

2 Heritage Trust website (see top of this page) includes the details

of the playing career of each and every player that has represented the

‘between 1895 and 2004 and is receiving lots of hits from people

searching for information, particularly about their descendants. After

ing onto the site Haydn Thomas who lives down in Wiltshire has

n in touch saying that it had allowed him to track down his uncle,

Dobbs, a winger who played for the club during the 1930-31

, but said that we had his Christian name listed as Hubert which

‘lneorrect. though by coincidence it was the name of his younger
brother.

Dobbs, who had played union four times for Gloucestershire, got his
- Roughyeds career off to a rip-roaring start with the press likening him

0 Huddersfield's Australian fiyer Albert Rosenfield. Alas, he had played

Q'n nine first team matches when he was named on the flank in a third

Challenge Cup second-replay against Halifax. In front of a
20,000 crowd he and Oldham fullback Tommy Rees failed to clear a
eculative Halifax kick, which allowed the Yorkshire, side to score the
only try in a 5-2 win. Halifax went on to lift the trophy, a competition that
Oldham themselves had set their sights high on winning.

Whilst he was kept on the playing register for another three seasons
Jobbs never played in the first team again and ended his sporting
career playing soccer for Doncaster Rovers. But, why all the confusion
surrounding his Christian name? | checked the playing register at the
RFL and he is most certainly listed as Hubert. Every match report in the
nicle lists him as Hubert. Records at Twickenham clearly name the
that had represented Gloucestershire as Herbert. Certainly the
in the Chronicle covering Dobbs signing stated that he had
olayed four times for Gloucestershire an that his name was Hubert.
erhaps it was to disguise his true identity and if he didn't make the
he could slip back to playing union. Or was it really Hubert?

ayer who had played union for
the famous ‘Rorke’s Drift’
ydney in 1914. In his recent
Don Yates points out that the
record 101-0 win over South
scored a try during the

for the number of goals
gainst Liverpool in 1959. He
he kicked 10 playing for

surely Wood's 15 must be




TODAY'S OPPOHENTS

Rochdale Hornets

DAVID ALSTEAD (Utility Back) ; Played Super League for
Warrington Wolves between 2000 and 2003, Moved on to
Leigh Centurions where he became a regular member of the
team in 2003, Piayed a prominent part in Hornets successful
survival campaign scoring a total of 16 points,

CHRIS CAMPBELL (Wing) ; One of Bobbie Goulding's first
signings in preparation for the 2004 season, Had previous
stints at Whitehaven and Oldham. He scored a total of 12 tries
in the 2004 season making him the clubs leading try scorer.

MARK Mc CULLY (Centre) ; Joined Hornets in June on loan
from Lei?h and stayed for the remainder of the season. Made
a total of 13 appearances for Hornets in 2004 scoring 3 tries.
Mark is also a very useful goal kicker.

KRIS RATCLIFFE (Forward) ; Came to Homets early in 2004
from the student Amateur Rugby League Network and made
a huge contribution especially in the Arriva Cup competition.
Made a total of & full appearances and 6 as substitute in 2004
scoring 2 tries.

DAVID CUNLIFFE (Centre / Loose Forward) ; Joined Homnets
in April 2004 from Liverpool St Helens Rugby Union side.
Made a total of 18 appearances scoring 4 tries.

JOHN BRADDISH (Stand Off) ; John had a great season with
Homets in 2004 finally realising the potential that got him into
St Helens Super League squad in 2002. Came to Hornets via
Chorley and Oldham. Made a total of 23 full appearances pius
2 as substitute and contributed 3 tries and 26 goals along the
way.

LEE BIRDSEYE (Half Back) ; Lee joined Homets via the
Widnes Amateur set up after spending the early part of his
career in the successful Widnes Vikings Alliance team. Lee
played at both Stand Off and Scrum Half making a total of 18
full appearances with a further five as substitute scoring 8 tries
and 67 goals making him the Clubs leading points scorer in
2004

RADNEY BOWKER (Stand Off) ; The close season signing
that most Homets fans would have hoped for after his highly
successful loan spell of 2003 under former coach Martin Hall
Radney had also made it clear that it was his preference to re
join the Club that he had many fond memories of from his
previous spell. His trademark mid field breaks will again be
anticipated on his return to the Club.

ROB BALL (Prop) : Had a solid 2004 for Hornets with his
experience gained playing at Wigan and Leigh proving vital
Made a total of 18 full appearances in 2003 and a further three
as substitute scoring 1 try along the way.

SAM BUTTERWORTH (Utility Back) ; Sam made a really
successful transition to the professional game when he made
the move from Rochdale Mayfieid in January 2004. He made
a total of 11 full appearances in 2004 with a further 13 as a
substitute scoring 8 tries and 1 goal.

ANDREW GORSKI (Second Row) ; Andrew was Hornets 2004
player of the year an award he richly deserved as he was a
model professional and a well respected Captain taking over
that role from Paul Anderson. No one at the Club made more
appearances than Andy in 2004 he made 27 full appearances
scoring 11 tries with his wide running becoming a feature of
his play.

PHIL FARRELL (Loose Forward) ; Joined the Club from local
rivals Oldham in October 2004 after a string of impressive
performances against Horets prompted Bobbie Goulding to
make a move for him. He is the Brother of Great Britain and
Wigan Captain Andrew Farrell

LEE DORAN (Second Row) ; Joined Homets at the same
team as Phil Farrell in an excellent double swoop by Bobbie
Goulding on local rivals Oldham. He is a current full
international with Ireland and played in the recent European
Nations Championship.

GARETH PRICE (Prop) ; As usual his performances were
excellent in 2004 with his block busting style of running again
making him a firm fans favorite just had they had done in his
previous two seasons. He made 16 full appearances in 2004
scoring 6 vital tries usually scattering the opposition in all
directions along the way.

LEE HANSEN (Prop) ; Lee Hansen was the Veteran of Homets
2004 squad but what a vital contribution he would go onto
make. He was a model of professionalism and his solid
uncompromising play made him a fans favorite. In total he
made 10 full appearances with a further 12 as a substitute.

TOMMY HODGKINSON (Prop) ; Another master stroke pulled
by Bobbie Goulding when he enticed Tommy back into the
Pro game from Amateur Club Thatto Heath. He was
consistently Hornets top yardage maker in many games and
his defensive qualities were always evident, Made a total of 11
full appearances with a further 11 as substitute in 2004

ANDREW LEATHEM (Prop) ; A past Challenge cup final
winner with St Helens Andy hopes to be fully fit for the start of
the 2005 season after having an intensive pre season
program. He made a total of 12 full appearances with a further
4 as a substitute.

DAVID NEWTON (Forward) ; Joined Hornets in March from
Neighbors Oldham, on the recommendation of former
Hornets favorite Neil Flanagan, and quickly became a regular
member of the first team squad. Made a total of 7 full
appearances and 11 as substitute scoring 2 tries in the
process.

DARREN ROBINSON (HOOKER) ; Darren re joined the club
in April for his second spell and quickly reminded the fans of
just what he s capable of. It did not take him long to start
scoring his hall mark tries from the dummy half position
finishing the season with a total of 9 tries. He made a total of
13 full appearances in the 2004 season with a further 2 as a
substitute.

RICHARD VARKULIS (CENTRE) ; Bobbie Goulding wil
probably regard this as his biggest signing since talking the
coaching reigns in 2003. Richard signed for the club in
November 2004 from Super League outfit Warrington Wolves.
Whilst at Hornets last season Richard made 9 full
appearances and scored 5 tries in two separate loan spells

Phil Cantillon (Hooker) ; Another s:gning that has given
Hornets squad for 2005 a massive boost. Phil brings his vast
Super League experience to the Club having made nearly 50
appearances for both Leeds and Widnes. Gouldin? is
extremely confident that Cantillons electrifying runs from
dummy half will quickly make him a firm fans favorite.

DAVID Mc CONNELL (Hooker / Back Row) ; One of the un
sung hero's of Leigh's 2004 Grand Final winning team and
another piayer who joins Hornets 2005 squad who is of the
highest quality. Dave made a big contnbution to Leigh's
success in 2004 making 12 full appearances with a further 15
as substitute scoring 4 tries.

Player Profile by Roger Halstead

GAVIN DODD

OF the players currently under
contract to the Roughyeds
nobody has scored more tries for
the club than the unpredictable
Gavin Dodd.

situations.
But give him the ball on attack with room
to move and he can run like the wind. He
loves scoring tries and the more explosive
he has to be to get to the line the better he
ikes it and the more he can enjoy the
celebrations with his team mates. That's
the showman in him.

This season, his tries have been coming
thick and fast despite the team's poor
results. He has a dozen tries to his name in
17 appearances and they include a couple
of hat-tricks against Rochdale Hornets at
Spotland in the Northern Rail Cup and
against York at Boundary Park in the
Powergen Challenge Cup.

Despite Gavin's knack of getting to the line
Oldham lost both of those games and if
you can score hat-tricks in a beaten side

you must be doing something right.
Cont over...




Player Profile

GAVIN DODD

Overall, he has touched down for 55 Roughyeds tries
in 126 matches

His couple of "threes" have boosted his total

for the season so far to 12 in 17 outings, and

that's five more than Nick Johnson and seven

more than another Roughyed with a try

scoring reputation, Damian Munro.

With a minimum of 12 games still to be

played Doddy is on course to easily beat his

previous best for tries in a season - 15 from

29 outings in the 2004 season.

Overall, he has touched down for 55

Roughyeds tries in 126 matches and that

puts him one try ahead of hooker John

Hough as the biggest scorer of Oldham four-

pointers since the new club was formed for

the start of the 1998 season

Glance at the following list of leading

Roughyeds try scorers over the past few

years and it gives a graphic illustration of

where Doddy stands in the pecking order,
Tries  Appearances

Neil Roden 77 142

Mark Sibson 61 92

Gavin Dodd 55 126

John Hough 54 210

Gareth Barber 42 116

Nick Johnson 37 53

D Gibbons 37 95

A Gibbons 36 89

J McNicholas 36

Doddy will have two targets in his sights over
the course of the remaining 12 games in the
LHF Healthplan National League first division
-- to beat Nick Johnson's 2004 club record of
26 in a season (a tall order) and the more
realistic goal of scoring the seven tries he
needs to pass Mark Sibson's 61 and thus
become the second biggest try scorer,
behind Neil Roden, in the new club's eight-
year history.

Dodd, a local boy, went to North Chadderton
School and played rugby there under the
tutelage of lain MacCorquodale. He also
played youth rugby at Royton Tigers and, at
the age of 17, open-age rugby for both
Heyside Eagles and Royton Tigers.

By the time he turned pro for Oldham in
February, 2000 he had also played academy
rugby for Rochdale Hornets and Bradford
Bulls.

He played for Great Britain Students in
Australia in 2000 and, towards the end of
2002, had a brief spell with French club
Lezignan during the Roughyeds close
season.

Some of the tales he later recounted about
rugby league life at Lezignan were almost
legendary. They were good enough when
Gavin told them. If you had let the other
Doddy loose on them he would have brought
the house down at London Palladium.

Roger
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& PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

GARETH N GAVIN
BARBER h DODD

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

of dentists,
opticidns and

TYMBUKTU JETWARE LTD OLDHAM LEES VILLAGE
HEALTH & (TELEPHONE) w ADVERTISER SERVICE
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DAMIEN
MUNRO

SPONSORED BY

JAMES
KIRKLAND

SPONSORED BY.

JON
GODDARD

SPONSORED BY

SPONSCRED BY

o5 KATHRYN TOTALPLUS KR
%O]\f,'w'é“:ﬁg' HEPTONSTALL / RO ERRET]
KATHRYN
GEOFF MOTTRAM

NICK
JOHNSON

SPONSORED BY
AJF
EXPRESS

ALEX
WILKINSON
SPONSORED 8Y SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM ‘ W SADDLEWORTH
ADVERTISER SPORTS

SIMON
HAUGHTON
SPONSORED BY

TOTALPLUS

With an LHF Healthplan you’ll get money
back towards the costs of the following
treatments:

SIMON
SVABIC

SPONSORED BY
IAIN TAYLOR &
ROSS WILCOCK

SHARPLES
SPONSORED BY
JADE

COMMUNICATIONS

SPONSORED BY

BETTER HEALTH
CLuB

SPONSQRED BY
H MULLANEY &

SON (SKIP HIRE)
01457 832870

o Eye tests, glasses and contact lenses
¢ Dental check-ups, fillings and treatments
 Physiotherapy, day surgery, hospital stays
e Plus much more for only £2.73 a week.

MARK
ROBERTS
SPONSORED BY
KING FAMILY

SPONSORED BY

FRED
LAUGHTON

SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

SPONSORED 8Y
TOTALPLUS

Join now o receive 8 free official

National League cap
Just quote ref: D-RFL/CAP

Call 0845 60 60 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

SPONSORED 8Y
JADE
COMMUNICATIONS

SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

LUCKRAFT

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM

SPONSORED BY
LADY JAYNE

[ a LIMOUSINES
TEL 0161 633 1577

For all Sponsorship deals ring Sam on 0161 628 3677

SPONSORED BY

EDMONDSON ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES
OLDHAM




ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Oldbam R.L.EC in Oldbam & Tameside

Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stephen Howard............................ 0161 - 366 6535
Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140

Failsworth - Peter Scholes

........................ 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 1ND

AMH

Right people.
Right job. = .

Jobcentre Plus understands that getting the
right people working for you is crucial to the
success of your business. We offer a range
of tailored solutions to match your recruitment
needs, whatever the size of your business.

To find out more about what we offer, visit

e, or if you would like to place a

diately, please call Employer
5 601 2001*

s available for those

with hearing h impairments on

5601 2002*

Jpening hours 8am-8pm weekdays
10am-4pm Saturday.

Calls charged at local rates.

What could we add
to your business?

Jobcentreplus

www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/employers

Treble Darts
& Trophies

& 54, Yorkshire St,
" Oldham, Lancashire
OL1 1SR

Tel: 0161 6271424

DUTTON

RYDER

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

On this day

It was on this day in 1996, Wednesday 5th June, that European
Champions Wales opened the defence of their title with a match
against France in Carcassonne. Included in their line-up that
evening was the Oldham full-back Paul Atcheson.

He had played an integral part in the capture of the
crown by Wales and also excelled nine years ago
when Wales began that defence in the best possible
way, by winning 34-14. Atcheson scored one of the six
Welsh tries that evening although the man-of-the-
match and top scorer on the night was the former
Oldham junior lestyn Harris (Warrington) who scored
three tries and five goals. Another product of Oldham
junior rugby included in the Welsh squad was Martin
Hall (Wigan), a substitute who was introduced into the
match early in the second half at the expense of a
player well known to supporters of both today's clubs,
lan Watson, then of Salford, now of Swinton but
previously a player with both Oldham and Hornets.

Fifty-One years ago Oldham and Rochdale Hornets
each had one representative in the Great Britain team
which was touring Australia. From Rochdale came full-
back Teddy Cahill and from Oldham came flying
winger Terry O'Grady. On Saturday 5th June 1954 the
Lions met New South Wales before a crowd of 55,518
at Sydney Cricket Ground. Both Cahill and O'Grady
played in that match with Cahill landing a goal in
Britain's 22-11 defeat. Barrow's Frank Castle, on the
opposite wing to O'Grady, scored all three British tries.
The Lions met New South Wales three times on that
tour and failed to beat them. Teddy Cahill suffered
injury later that month and his tour ended after eight
matches in which he landed 14 goals. Terry O'Grady's
tour was much more successful. He played in five of
the six tests and scored 28 tries from a total of 17 tour
appearances.

The last Rochdale player to represent Great Britain in
the test arena was Terry Fogarty, a player whose
career began in the Oldham amateur league with
Saddleworth Rangers and continued with Halifax and

Wigan as well as Homnets. Fogarty toured Australia
with the 1966 British Lions. On Sunday 5th June 1966
Britain suffered an embarrassing 17-15 defeat against
North Queensland up at Townsville. Fogarty was in the
second-row of the British pack that afternoon.

The visit of the 1920 British Lions was eagerly awaited
in Australia. Sydney Cricket Ground was the venue of
their opening fixture which was against Metropolis, a
fancy name for what was a Combined Sydney Xl
That match took place on Saturday 5th June 1920 and
such was the interest in the contest that a massive
crowd of 67,739 attended the game. Oldham had
three players on that tour, centre Evan Davies,
second-row forward Herman Hilton and full-back Alf
Wood. Prop Joe Bowers and talented inside back
ErmieJones were the two Rochdale representatives.
Herman Hilton was the only player from that quintet
who turmed out against Metropolis. The Lions were
given a tough test in that opening fixture but they were
able to overcome their rivals and win 27-20.
Unfortunately they were not so successful in the test
series which the Kangaroos won 2-1. Exactly 51 years
later, on Saturday 5th June 1971, Rochdale’s Emie
Jones died aged 90 years.

One of the most disappointing performances given by
a British Lions team occurred on Sunday 5th June
1988. On that afternoon a moderate New South Wales
Northern Division team defeated Great Britain by 36
points to twelve before a crowd of 2,192 at Tamworth.
One of the better British performances on what was a
sad day for British rugby came from Oldham’s Mike
Ford who was at scrum-half.



KiDS & Co
Hi Kivs

Hope you have all enjoyed you half term
break from school and haven't driven your
mums and dads up the wall. Bet some of you
can’'t wait until tomorrow, back to school
(mums and dads that is). Peace at last.

After today’s match there will be a mascot draw back at the
Social Club. We are also having the usual karaoke, disco, play

your cards right and of course players question time. Hope to
see as many of you as possible back there to enjoy yourselves.

Today's mascot is five year old Rebecca Trelfa. Rebecca has
been a "Roughyed Kid"" for quite some time and is a regular at
all our parties, her favourite player this season is Nick Johnson.

Once again a big thank you to all our sponsors who now appear
under our new heading

As always good luck to Gary and the Lads.
See you soon
Carole and Janet

ToDAYS MASCOT

Rebecca Trelfa
Age: 5 Favourite Player: Nick Johnson

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

Sponsors of the
Roughyed Kids

2005

Gemini Disco
F.R. Elswood Ltd.

Total Plus
Communications

Saddleworth Sports
Oldham Advertiser
Reynards Lid.
The Red Barn Carvery
ASDA Chadderton

Carryout Solutions Ltd.

Greenco

QUIZ NIGHT

8:30PM TUESDAY, 14TH JUNE

As usual, this will be held in the lounge at the social club. Please come along and support us,
supporting the Roughyeds AND enjoy a pleasant evening.

Our sincere thanks go to our sponsor, JIMMY CLARKE of TOMMYFIELD MARKET, for his
generous supply of the players’ post match fruit.

SHEILA

24

OLDHAM RUGBY

LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB

ENJOY THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details
DJ.ARTISTES  SPEAKERS ¢ CATERERS

Contact Ashley on 0161 628 3677

Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch the free bus to the ground
and back to the social club to meet the players, have some food and enjoy the karaoke.

COME TO THE SOCIAL CLUB AFTER THE GAME TODAY -
KARAOKE, DISCO, PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
AND QUESTION A PLAYER
HELP TO KEEP THE ROUGHYEDS ALIVE

RoAR

ENJOY THE FACILITIES

Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Saturdays and Sundays
Live entertainment - see notice board
Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to Paul Woodward on 0161 627 2128

A great place  Maximise your
gito |ﬁa"" poten‘ual
Yl Wi ) l(’»)llll)l'r\'l?-zt Oldham Business Management School offers
your job prospecu AT SCHOOL Higher National, NVQ and Professional

Programmes levels. We take pride in offering

higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER s
www.oldhamac.uk  learning a new skill. EDUCATION courses that turn ambitions into successful
www.obms.ac.uk  careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For course enquiries and prospectus requests call

Freephone 0800 269 ¥z To W For further information call 0161 615 5050
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CLAYDON

IO L EI'TORS Sinee 1795

lohn Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancashire rughy player, carly
er of both Oldhar ‘Tub and sol s Arms r. Whitt and Ogden
forerunners to today's Oldham R1 olicitors Wrigley Claydon

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 88711

PECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at recaption to claim your free day Cne adver: per




For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who

ﬂ" ) 2 have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.

& [rem Ne pan of

MICHAEL TURNER

f\
Bt PR i i G e

Just to reiterate from the notes in the programme for the
Rochdale match in the Northern Rail Cup on March 25th, there
as probably been more transfer activity between Oldham and
the Hornets than with any other club in the Rugby League.
Here are four more players who have served both clubs.

Phil Farrell George Gummer

Adamsons

s CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD * GREENFIELD
OLDHAM + OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515

e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

\DS ARMG
REPAIR SPECIALISTS GUMSHE UArDs
S\'\CK N\\T‘S HELMETS
p PROTE
Approved repairers to all KICKING TEE® . CTIVE vegy
leading insurance companies RUGBY BALLS CKLE BaGg
CRAINING LADDER SHIELD cone

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor S P MITBE
Oldham OL4 1JG PR e — CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE AT G WALSH

* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS »

Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES

Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & Saddleworth

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 624 4248

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779

Councillor David Jones /

Ashton-U-Lyne
Leader Oldham Labour Group

Suite 4 St Michaels Court /
St Michaels Sq Lord Chambers y
Ashton-under-Lyne 11 Church Street 7

Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 331 9307

Oldham OL1 3AN  ,/
0161 628 8346
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Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

If you call that yellow, your mum either needs to swap her Daz for Persil, or stop putting
pairs of black socks in with the coloureds.

Even if it was ‘lemon’, which it isn’t, you can’t have a championship team poncing about in
pastel-coloured kit. Not at rugby league, for crying out loud. Mustard? Maybe — but rather more
Dijon than good old Coleman’s English. What — it’s traditional Leeds gold? Listen, if that’s gold,
I'm not buying the wife any necklaces from Gary Hetherington’s Jjewellers. Either way, I can't
help but think it looks washed out ... a bit like the Rhinos themselves at St Helens last Friday.

I've been nurturing a bit of a colour theory this season, although the Bulls did a good job of
blowing it out of the water with their convincing win at Hull. Under my theory, teams prancing
about in a shade of green that Robin Hood would have banned from Sherwood, couldn’t possibly
get the better of a good old black-and-white clad outfit like Hull.

Widnes have a chance of putting me back on track this weekend, when they sport their awfully
anonymous grey away strip in an effort to put Leigh pretty much beyond hope.

A team taking the park looking like that can't possibly raise themselves to heights of passion
and determination can they? We shall see.

And Saints, so dominant in their traditional white and red vee at home to Leeds, will have the
chance at Odsal to show that two shades of blue (navy vee on a lovely hue of cornflower) has no
impact at all on their performance levels.

It would be mildly diverting to examine statistics based on teams’ performances in different
colours and kits. Manchester United famously switched their grey away strip at half time when
getting a hiding at Southampton, but it doesn’t seem to have influenced anyone as a result.

The traditionalist in me likes the old fashioned idea of a club’s away kit being the reverse of
the home kit, or at least using the same colours — hence Bradford in black or red. or even amber.
Leeds in white, with their famous blue and gold.

The marketing/fan exploitation argument aside, I can only imagine that the Nobles, Millwards,
Kears and Smiths of the world spending their off-season pondering lists of available players, then
asking their agents what their favourite colours are...

“Psst, Mr McManus ... we can get Kiwi international Vinnie Anderson next year, but he
reckons white makes him look washed out ... blue goes with his eyes much better. A new away
strip and we have a deal...”

Well if you've got a better theory on how the clubs come up with some of these mind-boggling
colour schemes, I'd be only too happy to hear them.

HANDS up anyone who can tell me what colour the Leeds Rhinos’ away shirt is? Yellow?

LEAGUE

- — - The Voice of Rugby League - on sale every Monday
777
11‘75 i ,(L_ / Check out www.league-weekly.com

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




OLDHAM R.L.F.C

® Roudhyeds

cariotti e

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO OLDHAM RLFC
OLDHAM RLFC THE TOWNS No1
8 LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

S
CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM YOUR CH AUNcE TO WIN

sfree;m £ 1 o,ooo

sporits
A Donated Cash Prize

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607 DON’'T MISS OUT -BE IN IT TO WIN
for your nearest store. For further information contact John

d ] AUTOMATIC NO NEED
Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com PAYOUT TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL




Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

7

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

' HELCR U S
score?

The competition’s
tough ...

but we’ve a few
points in our favour.

No traffic i

-—\

No parking Sl

5

No worries |

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

%nar ERe&rn taking people to places
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POWERGEN

Exclusive Energy Partner to the RFL
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R

Rugby
league crazy?

We're mad about it too!

That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of
the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills
Zone for children to practice kicking. tackling,
passing and catching in a fun and safe way.

Welll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all over
the country so everyone can have the chance to
get rugby crazy!

powergen.co.uk

F
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with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
OUR CUP OVER-FLOWS

ANYONE who doubts the credibility of the
Northern Rail Cup should have been at one of
four intruiging quarter-finals played last
weekend.

Three of them produced tightly-fought,
enthralling encounters, while in the other one,
Hull Kingston Rovers showed their determination
to progress in the competition with a stunning 62-
0 win over a Swinton Lions side admittedly
missing a handful of their most key players.

At the Lionheart Stadium, four tries from the
Castleford fullback Michael Platt inspired the
Tigers to a 38-14 win over Featherstone that was
still in the balance going into the closing ten
minutes.

The two teams have already clashed three times
this season and will meet at least twice more - and
they have certainly lived up to the expectation of
those that have missed this most traditional of
derby clashes.

Elsewhere, Whitehaven held off a spirited
challenge from injury-hit Rochdale to progress,
and Doncaster produced a stunning late
comeback to eliminate Halifax in a point-a-minute
thriller.

The Tigers must remain favourites to win the
competition, which has gone from strength to
strength this season.

There have been calls to move it to the end of the
season — something | would personally support if
it helped the NL1 Grand Finals winners prepare
better for Super League - but it's importance to
clubs outside the top flight should not be
underestimated. Suggesting that we move the
competition - as a couple of coaches have done -
is not down-playing its importance.

The opportunity to win a cup of any sort is
something each club needs to aspire to. And the
decision to stage this year’s final at Blackpool
appears a shrewd one - who wouldnt be
attracted by a day out by the seas, watching their
team in cup final?

Today it's back to league action, with another
mouth-watering clash at the Jungle, where the
top two clash when Castleford entertain
Whitehaven. It will provide the first real indication
of which side is best placed to kick on for
promotion - though both coaches, and those at
the chasing pack, will be keen to stress that
nothing is ultimately decided today.

It should still be a cracker.

Read the best match reports from all today’s matches in Monday’s Rugby
Leaguer & League Express

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...
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SPONSORS

Man of the Match

Sponsor

Doughty’s Gym

Voith Paper

Champagne Moment

Sponsor

Braddy’s Signin
Of Ttye Sez?song

(Memorabilia)

Tel: 07946052364

Players after match
refreshments

sponsored by

Taylor Produce (Southport)
Fresh Fruit & Veg

0161 627 2520
David Ashworth (T&radilional Butcher)

0161 620 6041

(BOTH TO BE FOUND ON THE TOMMYFIELD MARKET)

Oldham RLFC fully support the Let’s tackle Racism in Rugby League
ors irrespective of
origins; Racism ha! e in our game and
chants are totally unac ble

Allow everyone to enjoy the game

DATE

Fixtures 2005

OPPONENTS

. RESULT

WL

You won’t want

to put it down.
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Ulll‘ l

.ulil !

09/01/05 Rochdale Homets Law Cup L
21/01/05  Leeds Rhinos Testimonial | Away | 2000 22-10 | L
30/01/05  Halifax Friendly Away | 1500 34-12 | L
13/02/05  Blackpool Panthers NT Cup Home |15.00| 22-20 | W
27/02/05  Swinton Lions NT Cup Away | 1500 46-14 | L
06/03/05  Swinton Lions NT Cup Home |15.00| 3037 | L
13/03/05  Shariston Rovers Powergen | Away |19.30| 14-46 | W
CC 3rd Rd
16/03/05  Rochdale Homets NT Cup Away |19.30] 68-26 | L
20/03/05  Blackpool Panthers NT Cup Away |15.00] 16-35 | W
25/03/05__ Rochdale Hornets NT Cup Home |15.30| 1054 | L
28/03/05  Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away |1930| 20-20 | D
03/04/05  York City Knights Powergen | Home |15.00 | 28-32 | L
CC 4th Rd

10/04/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Home | 15.00| 2244 | L
17/04/05  Castleford Tigers NL1 Home | 1500 2032 | L
24/04/05  Hull KR NL1 Away |[15.00| 3219 | L
15/05/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Home |15.00| 660 | L
22/05/05  Batiey Bulldogs NL1 Away |[1500| 25-18 | L
05/06/05  Rochdale Hornets NL1 Home | 15.00
12/06/05  Barrow Raiders NL1 Away | 15.00
19/06/05  Northern Rail Cup NT Cup TBA | TBA

Semi Finals
24/06/05  Halifax NL1 Home | 19.30
26/06/05  Powergen Cup Powergen |  TBA TBA

Quarter Finals cC

03/07/05  Featherstone Rovers  NL1 Home | 15.00

10/07/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away | 15.00
17/07/05  Northern Rail Cup NT Cup TBA | TBA

Final
24/07/05  Castieford Tigers NL1 Away | 15.30
31/07/05 HullKR NL1 Home | 15.00
07/08/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Away | 15.00
14/08/05  Rochdale Homets NL1 Away | 15.00
21/08/05  Batley Bulldogs NL1 Home | 15.00
04/09/05  Barrow Raiders NL1 Home | 15.00
11/09/05  Halifax NL1 Away | 15.00
18/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
25/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
02/10/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
08/10/05  Grand Final NL1 TBA TBA

Key

NT Cup - Northern Trains Cup

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1

T e L

’s all about vOldham




