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Together, %
a winning ==
team

f Oldham Council

is proud of its

| association with

| Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM 550

Metropolitan Borough [

The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League Football Club
(1997) Limited
14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Chnstopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whrtehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan nan

'PHYSIOTHERAPIer Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord
KIT MAN Paul Hulbert
PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

oldham ) together

k's bright

Oldham RLFC (1997) Lm

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk
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The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking forward to today's game

From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks for team effort and concetration
As lan Sees It Looking at full time Rugby league throughout the game
In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today's Opponents Pen pics for Castleford Tigers

Team Profile A profile of Gareth Barber

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
On This Day Don Yates looks back to April 17th yesteryear
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
Oldham Rugby League Social Club

Last Weeks Photos

From The Pen Of Michael Turner

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

National League Talk Time to switch? By GARETH WALKER
Fixtures & Sponsors

Today's Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup

Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership

Club of the Year - 2000

Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004

CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002

*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)

TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004

GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001

POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002

TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002

GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001

POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001

DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003

TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx. 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park

GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)

John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park

DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park

!

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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with CHRIS HAMIIpN \

Here we are again for the third Sunday in a row. How welcome this
run of home matches has been given the difficult times we are

currently experiencing.

With the visit of Castleford Tigers today we will be entering new
territory as this will be the first time we have played them in a

competitive match since 1997.

Their travelling support has apparently been
excellent in their matches so far and we will be
hoping that it continues today!

There is no doubt that it will be a big ask to win
today’s game against a side who are full time but
we have met this challenge before in the shape of
Huddersfield and Salford and we know what to
expect.

We must be ready to meet that challenge head on
and not look for any excuses.

Gary Mercer, as you will know, was at Castleford
last year and so this will be a big game for him and
| am sure he will be itching to get on the field this
afternoon.

With regards to the off field problems we currently
have we are continuing to work hard on this front
and although at the time of writing the Revenue
has rejected our initial request for more time to
forward a repayment plan we are hopeful that the
inervention of Phil Woollas, Labour Parliamentary
Candidate, will enable this request to be granted.

The object of that excercise is to give us a period
of time where we can fully utilise all the good ideas

that you the fans have for raising money as well as
formulating our own with the end result being that
we still have professional rugby in the town.

Our aim is to come up with a series of fund raising
ideas as well as various schemes that will cater for
all sizes of pocket.

This fight is not about myself and Sean Whitehead
it is about YOUR club and if you want it, without
being too blunt, you have to do your bit or it will be
too late.

| would also like to thank all the people who have
attended events, donated money, assisted in
bucket collections etc so far. Please continue the
good work.

Enjoy the game

Christopher Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

North Ainley Halliwell

Solicitors

34/42 Clegg Street. OLDHAM OL1 IPS
Tel: 0161 646 5614

e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk

web: www northainley.co.uk DX23605

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074

| mlpt

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




When | walked into the Sponsors’ Lounge after the game on Sunday | was realhiown.

To see it bursting at the seams and full of
supporters who are so positive and supportive
bucked me up for a while, but in the end, as
Head Coach, | can't get away from the fact that
we should have won our last three games and
actually have one draw and two defeats. By this
| mean that, in my opinion, despite our
weakened squads in these matches, through
injury, we should still have won the football
games.

Nigel has just asked me if | don't think | was a
little harsh with the boys last week and pointed
out to me the lack of size on the bench which,
with the early injury to Danny, the blood binning
of lan Hodson and the yellow card shown to
Tere left us with a pack of Haughton, Hough,
Kirkland, Carlos and Barber. No | was not too
harsh because size on a rugby field is not the be
all and end all. Marty Turner's tackling proves
that. But most importantly it was not in the
second half that we lost the game but in the first
half when we let Doncaster in for three soft tries.

| had players lacking focus at vital times in that
first half when we were playing the better rugby
and should have been dominating the situation.
This lack of focus leads to tiny tuming points
that in the end win or lose the match foryou. As
an example last Sunday Doncaster took a
harmless kick over the top, Jon Goddard and
Doddy weren't decisive enough. This led to Jon
passing to Doddy who knocked on. From the
resulting scrum they scored a converted try.

Once again | will be working on this and
defence all week. Hobbsy came out with a good
comment on GMR on Sunday when he said a
good rugby league player “loves" to defend
well. That is what | have got to get some of our
lads to take on board. Giving away those three
soft tries in the first half handed the game to
Doncaster. We must stop playing in patches;
we need two consistent 40 minutes.

with Gary Mercer

We were, by far, the best footballing side last
Sunday despite the injury situation and | must
get the lads to realise this as they are selling
themselves short and not recognising their own
capabilities and the capabilities of this Oldham
side. Talking about injuries, Wilkinson has a
badly bruised back, Cowell's shoulder has gone
again and the extent of Danny's knee injury is
not known as | speak.

I have to admit | felt really sorry for Danny Nanyn
on Sunday. We had talked before the game and
he was up for a big match. This lad is all heart,
he really cares and at half time he was
inconsolable, believing he had let the lads
down. It took some time for Hobbsy and | to
console him. It is this kind of attitude that is so
good to see

There is no doubt that if | had a fully fit squad of
26/27 players there would be a lot of changes
being made and the sooner we can move away
from the situation where players have the luxury
of having a poor game and still being in the
squad the following week the better. Obviously
there aren't a lot of players around and our
present financial situation doesn't help but, as
you can see with the loan signing of lan
Hodson, if the opportunity arises the club will
move in and secure extra players one way or
another.

Today we meet Castleford, most people's tip for
the top and a club | know well. It will be difficult
as they have a full time squad. | require every
player from 1 to 17 to perform and give their all
in effort and concentration for 80 minutes. If that
happens, the next time | write this column, |
promise you | will have no complaints.

Please get behind the lads and thanks for all
your support,

Gary

From TheTouchline

Marty
Turner

Doncaster

10/04/05

Played 80 mins
27 tackles

1 miss

8 hitups

41m gain

3.9 av metre gain
4 kicks (2 positive)

¥

Played 80 mins

(10 mins sin bin)

9 tackles

0 misses

13 carries
58m gain
4.7 avm gain

Tere John

Glassie Hough

|
| 10/04/05 ' 10/04/05

Played 65 mins
21 tackles

2 misses

6 Hit ups

32m gain

4.3 avm gain

1 positive off load

Lansdowne

Roofing

Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be

collected or delivered
Te: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide
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Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

CONSERVATIVE

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website
www.talking-rugby.co.uk
14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

PACKAGING LIMITED

§ RIEB

0161 284

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

9000

\ WARSTEINER

Imported German Beer

Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League

There was recently a suggestion (in the mailbag of League Express, in fact)
that National League One should become a full-time competition.

L,

There were basically two arguments put forward : that a
situation such as that currently being experienced by Leigh
would be much less likely to occur; and that the
competition itself would be of higher quality, not dominated
by a side just relegated from Super League which
happened to be able to retain its full-time status

It would clearly be good news, from many angles, if NL1
clubs were all full-time - and why not NL2 as well? The
quality of rugby played would increase. The two leagues
would be more competitive. Clubs which were promoted
should be much more likely to compete at a higher level
reasonably successfully - though let us not forget that the
experience of Leigh so far this season, and indeed of
Keighley last year, and perhaps of Barrow too this year,
when promoted to NL1, has not been the universal fate of
sides moving up a division. You only have to refer to the
current performances of Huddersfield, Salford and
Wakefield to establish that. Even in the pre-Murdoch era
when there was much criticism of the yo-yo club scenario
under a Two Division set-up, there were plenty of instances
of promoted clubs performing very well - what about us
1982-86, for example, whien we finished consecutively 8th
10th, 5th, 9th, in a 16-team First Division when there was a
4-up, 4-down system?

| would add a further benefit. Full-time RL throughout the
professional game would considerably increase the
number of quality players available for international
selection, and it would not be long before genuine
prospects of competing with Australia were present.

Of course, there is a slight snag. Where is the money going
to come from? Even the suggestion seems quite
laughable, at first sight. You only have to look at our

present financial situation, not to mention the outcome of
our only previous attempt at a full-time set-up 1996-97, to
take the view that the proposal is completely crackers.
There are apparently lots of other clubs at the moment with
serious money problems, too, in all three RL divisions, not
to mention amongst the non-Premiership soccer fratermnity.
So is the suggestion a complete non-starter?

The answer is probably : yes! But |, for one, would not rule
it completely out of court, at least for some time in the
future. It seems to me to be, first, an issue of long-term
vision, and then one of management. Let us take the vision
aspect as a given,; let us suppose (dream?) that the game
were 1o be run by a group of people who had this as their
long-term objective, with the ability to plan ahead , with a
clear goal for the game as a whole at the forefront of their
decision-making. What then would be the management
issues to be addressed?

Finance, it is hardly necessary to stress, would be what it
would be all about. Income and expenditure would need to
be in balance. This is not a difficult principle to understand,
one would have thought, even though it does not always
seem to be quite so straightforward to put into practice. So
it would be necessary to establish clear projections for
likely spending the costs of running grounds,
administering clubs and paying the players ; and then of
generating the revenue streams which are sufficient to
cover these costs

It sounds simple, of course, put like that. Perhaps | may be
permitted to return to the subject in a programme later in
the season to suggest why it may not be quite such an
impossible vision as first responses might suggest!

Otonam CHAMBER LILEL

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incnr[)()m!inq Risk Management and

Health &

¢ Commercial Insurance Brokers
At o Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

> Safety Audits




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Like a lot of Oldham Rugby followers | am incensed by
Oldham Athletic requiring the rugby club to vacate Boundary
Park for remedial work yet again this year.

Oldham Athletic's recent help regarding the rental
charged for the use of Boundary Park is most welcome
but it still does not excuse the annual disruption caused
to Oldham R.L.EC''s fixtures. | am not party to when
exactly these decisions are arrived at but | remember
that Rochdale Hornets were able to get the R.L. to
arrange their fixture list so they did not have a home
game during a six to eight week period while Spotland
was being re-seeded. Clearly, on this precedent, if the
R.L. is informed before the fixtures are drawn up a
solution is possible. The matter is obviously critical in
view of the Chairman's statement that the key to
Oldham's financial predicament lies in having to take
matches out of town. Equally obviously, Oldham's
annual predicament highlights the problems, fistly of
not having your own stadium and, secondly of summer
rugby (which is when the grass grows). Incidentally, if |
were a Director of Oldham Athletic, having released
information that remedial groundwork would not be
required again for three years, | would be asking
questions of the contractors who laid the pitch and
carried out the work last year as to why another course
of work is required now. It seems to me that the job is
not as good as it might have been. As Wigan, Hull,
Huddersfield, Doncaster, Rochdale and Halifax have
not encountered the problems that Oldham have it
begs the question whether the £500,000+ spent on
Boundary Park was a sound investment.

Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Lid.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH
Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk

Along with a lot of other Oldham fans | have been
monitoring the Roughyeds's website and | must say |
am impressed by the wealth of ideas and the
enthusiasm of those posting. Although progress may
appear slow | believe there are proposals in the
pipeline which will, hopefully, bear fruit. The problem
that Oldham faces -and they cannot be alone in this if
you look at the attendances of other N.L.1 and 2 clubs-
is that not enough people are active in their support
whether that be in attending matches or helping funds
in other ways. The degree of passive support, those
who follow the club's fortunes in the press and talk in
the pubs is enormous and, for the future, some way
has to be found to tap into this latent support. | know a
lot of people feel let down by the various initiatives of
the past and that many shareholders lost money as a
result of the failure of Oldham Bears. None of the
failures of the past are, however the fault of the current
Directors. At the moment the bucket constantly goes to
the same well of about 1,200 people, yet greater
Oldham is a town of 250,000. As an adopted son of the
town | would have hoped that many more would show
some pride in their borough and its flagship sporting
organizations but leadership in this direction has been
sadly lacking. In the nineteenth century civic pride and
big business gave us the buildings of the town we see
today. Although there are some notable achievements
in the last quarter century, in the world today what
keeps the name of the town on people's lips nationally
are the achievements of its professional soccer and
rugby clubs who probably generate more media
attention than all other projects put together. Would that
our civic leaders recognized this

| note that League Weekly believes that Keighley have
successfully settled their financial problems with the
Inland Revenue. The paper then goes on to say that a
third club is having problems and quotes a Director of
that club: "Until we have had time this week to assess
where we can raise the funds and take advice, | do not
want to bring our debt into the open’. A third club, eh?
Well, | stand by my story that altogether there are seven
clubs in trouble with the Revenue. Time will tell.

VE 7 O I< <

Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or
trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham
(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel:- 0161 947 1499

WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas
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Well as you all will know by now we were unsuccessful in our
attempt to get a CVA. But still the situation is far from clear as
we now walit to see if the powers that be will give us some time

to try and rectify the situation.

-

As | write this column the situation has not yet been
resolved. Hopefully Chris might have more to add in
his column as we are able to give him until
Wednesday morning, in this time of crisis, for his
copy. There s a lot of support and some great ideas
for raising money but Chris wants us to wait until we
know the exact situation before we start setting up
committees etc. This makes sense as we really
need to know what our target actually is and how
long we have got to raise it before we can make
realistic and meaningful plans.

Already, however, certain events have been planned
and the closest one is next Tuesday when we will hold
a Sportsmen's Dinner (ladies welcome) [Does that
make sense?] with the Guest Speaker Alex Murphy
O.B.E. This will be held at the Social Club, Alfred
Street, Oldham. 7.00pm for 7.30pm. Tickets are £35.
There will be a comedian, MC, raffles, auctions etc.
Please contact Ashley 01616283677 for details

The Prediction League has 4 new members including
our first player, Paul Norman. It would be nice if we
could get some more players and supporters and can
| emphasise again that it is still possible to join with a
real chance of winning as we are still accepting new
members who will begin with the average points
scored by members in the games already played. Eg
at the present time somebody joining would begin with
20 points. On the right is the full league as it stands at
the moment.

1 Nigel Marland 34 (6)
2  MKiviin 29 (15)
3= Chris Hamilton 25 (10)
3= David Lord 25 (10)
3= P Gough 25 (14)
6 T Boycott 24 i

7= John Davies 23 (6)
7= Michael Ackroyd 23 (10)
9= Ashley Baxter 22 (10)
9= Brian Larad 22 (6)
11= Damien King 21 (6)
11= Sara Jackson 21 (8)
11= Paul Norman 21 ¥
11= John McAndrew 21 (10)
15= Sean Whitehead 20 (8)
15= Paul Hulbert 20 (10)
15= Brian Walker 20 (12)
18 Stuart Mc Donagh 19 >
19= D Stevens 18 (10)
19= S Somerville 18 (8)
21= G Cheetham 16 (6)
21= S Kivlin 16 (6)
21= AM KiMin 16 (10)
24 S Crossley 15 %
25= Janet & Carole 14 (4)
25= D Schofield 14 (4)
25= N Henry 14 (4)
28= Sam Hague 12 (8)
28= Roger Halstead 12 (6)

* New member
() This week’s score.

Mike Kiviin was the top scorer this week with P Gough
and Brian Walker scoring well but last week's high
fliers especially yours sincerely did less well. Our
Chairman is as consistent as ever and as for the
greatest rugby league writer of all time? -Least said
soonest mended.

Nigel

Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Chronicle®
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Bringing you

the News First
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mvalled coverage of Roughyeds and
Oldham amateur rugby league.

-«

Proud supporters of i

OLDHAM EVENING

romcle

172 Union Street ,Oldham ‘Q,,
Telphone :0161 633 2121 3 ¢,
email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk \
www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk




VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE OF OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST. WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK THE START OF WHAT WILL BE A VIBRANT AND EXCITING SITE.

OLDHAM RLFC
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With Brian Walker

.

TO BE PUBLISHED IN MAY

There have been many rugby league books
published over the years, (albeit a small number
when compared to union), some fans being in the
envious position of having as many as a dozen or
so relating to their club. Well known publishers
Tempus have four excellent collections of league
books; Images of Sport: 100 Greats: 50 Finest
Matches and Rugby Voices. Many of our clubs are

represented in one section or another, some in all
four. For the first time Oldham RLFC will feature in
the Images of Sport series. This pictorial history,
featuring over 200 photographs, will be published
during May, the exact date soon to be announced!

Fred Davies wearing the Oldham cap

presented to the Trust

His Oldham and Newport club caps
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DEON BIR

Experienced and well-travelled centre who is one of the many
new signings made by the Tigers for 2005. A very solid
performer, Deon can make the breaks himself and open them
up for his winger.

DOMINIC BRAMBANI

Promising young half-back who made his senior debut in
2005. Dom has good hands and an eye for the opening and
is expecting to be a regular this year,

LEIGH COOKE

Promoted from last year's highly successful Tigers under-18's
side, Leigh made his senior debut in round one of the National
League Cup. A big second rower who looks to have a big
future in the game.

STEVEN CROUCH

Steve joined the Tigers towards the end of the 2004 campaign
but unfortunately was ruled out through injury after just a
handful of appearances. However he made a big enough
impression to be invited to retum and his experience In the
pack at the very highest level in Australia is expected to be a
key factor for the Tigers in 2005

BRAD DAVIS

Very experienced half back who returmned to the Tigers last
year after three years away at Wakefield and then as player-
coach to Villeneuve in France. Brad has a great kicking game
and is very skilful at opening up tight defences.

GRANT EDWARDS

Very promising youngster who has graduated through the
Tigers Academy set up. Captained the under-18's 1o victory in
the 2004 Junior Academy Grand Final.

LANCE HAMILTON

No nonsense prop Lance Hamilton had a very solid season
with the Tigers Senior Academy side in 2004. Lance trained
full time with the squad in the off season and made his senior
debut in the pre-season fixtures where his strong running
marked him out as a possible first team squad member.

PAUL HANDFORTH

A major signing for the Tigers, Paul tumed down the chance
to stay in Super League with Wakefield in a bid to claim a
regular starting place at the Tigers. Paul has a very good
kicking game and can kick goals, as well as creating many
openings for his team mates.

TOM HAUGHEY

A strong running back rower who made a big impression in
the National League last year with Featherstone. Tom opted
for the Tigers and has made a very impressive start with some
strong running and tackling.

ANDY HENDERSON

Club skipper, Andy is a very influential player who does a
tremendous tackling stint and leads his side ‘from the front.” A
regular with the Scotiand international squad, although bom in
Torquay but with a Scottish father. Andy has stepped up from
NL2 and looks to be a top capture for the Tigers.

JONNY HEPWORTH

A Castleford product, Jon first made his mark as a BARLA
international and then with the Leeds Rhinos Academy. He
joined his hometown club on loan from Leeds in 2003 before
making a permanent move last year. Jon came has a half
back, moved to full back and this year has gone well in the
threequarters,

CRAIG HUBY

Very promising prop forward who made his Tigers debut at
Headingley days after his 16th birthday. Craig has
represented the GB Junior Academy team Down Under and
many good judges feel that he will go on to win senior
representative honours. He is also a fine goalkicker.

JORDAN JAMES
An ex-marine, Jordan was captured in the 2004 off season
after impressing last year with the Eagles in NL2. A tall strong
runner, Jordan knows his way to the line.

ANDY KAIN

Very promising young half back who was much sought after
when he turned professional. Andy made his senior debut in
2004 and has already staked a strong claim for a regular spot
this year.

SHAUN LUNT

Another star with the Tigers Junior Academy in 2005, Shaun
had a spell with the St Helens Academy betore his switch to
the Tigers. A Cumbrian product, Shaun has already played for
his County and will be pushing for a senior place this year.

DOMINIC MALONEY

Promising young forward and another who was in last year's
junior Grand Final winning team. Dom is another on the verge
of making his senior debut

MICHAEL PLATT

Last seasons NL1 Young player of the year, Michael is a
Salford Academy product who is very keen for another crack
at the top flight. He has plenty of pace and is looking to score
a lot of tries this season.

WAINE PRYCE

An England international who has represented his country on
two tours, Waine was a regular scorer in the Super League
Waine's season was badly interrupted by injury in 2004 and

he is looking for a big season this year. A big favourite with the _

fans.

DAMIEN REID

Damien has had a number of clubs at a young age but is
looking to make his mark at the Tigers. A pacey centre,
Damien is a strong defender as well as a dangerous attacker

ALEX ROWE

Former Broncos Academy star, Alex won a string of
representative honours at that level. Was a regular with the
Under 21's last year and will be hoping to clinch a senior start
in 2005.

MICHAEL SHENTON

Tipped for a big future, Michael has started the campaign as
a first team regular and is scoring plenty of tries. Played at
centre for the under-18's and although starting his senior
career on the wing he may well move inside with more
experience at this level

AARON SMITH

Captain of the Bulls very successful Senior Academy side in
2004, Aaron was a new signing who was looking for a regular
spot at the senior level. Can also play at hooker and is already
showing himself to be a very good footballer.

BYRON SMITH

Another promising young forward who is in his second year at
the Tigers after joining the club from Halifax. Byron drives in
hard and has a tough defence.

FRANK WATENE

Already a big favourite with the Tigers fans, Frank is a strong
runner who takes a lot of stopping when he is on the break
Has had plenty of experience in the National League and that
will hopetully be required if the Tigers are going well at the
business end of the season

GARETH Barber has the
distinction of holding a
Roughyeds record that is unlikely
to be broken for a long time. It
doesn't seem five minutes ago,
but it's exactly three years and 15
days since he rattled up 26 points
at Hurst Cross in a 47-12 win
against Dewsbury.

“Trains Cup at Boundary Park one year and four days
lahanandristengoels‘inomgmlsamﬁlerchb
record waiting to be bettered,

But back to Barber, or "Barbs" as he is popularly known
in and around the’ Roughyeds dressing room.
Oldham-bom, and a close lifelong friend of Kevin
Sinfield, the Leeds Rhinos captain, Gareth first cut his
rugby teeth at Waterhead.

He and Kevin went through the various stages together
- school team, Oldham boys, Lancashire Boys and
England boys.

A professional career was always on the cards for both
of them and it was no surprise locally when Sinfield
signed for Leeds and Barber went the other way to
Warrington on a route well used by previous Oldham
kids such as lestyn Harris, Paul Sculthorpe, lan Knott,
the Roughyeds' own John Hough and several others
whose names escape me right now.

He progressed well in a sound, structured youth set-up
at Wilderspool, but nowhere more than in the world of
professional team sport — soccer and rugby league
particularly -- can you look al a young players
prospects and appropriately apply that well-known
Biblical expression: ‘Many are called but few are
chosen."

For every player who makes it at the highest level there
are scores who don't. Many and varied factors come

Cont over...

Player Profile by Roger Halstead

GARETH BARB




Player Profile

GARETH BARBER

cou

into play and it doesnt mean a youngster does not have a
lot to offer his sport merely because things have not
worked out as he might have hoped when he was a small
fish in a big pond during those formative years on the first
rungs of an exceedingly high and twisting ladder.

In Gareth's case he chose to concentrate on his higher
education, to seek the relative security of full-time
employment in a sports-related profession and to play
part-time professional rugby one level down from Super
League.

So it was that, while studying for a degree in sports
management at Edge Hill College, Ormskirk, he signed for
his hometown Oldham club in the early days of Mike Ford's
stewardship

Ford had been with the Roughyeds for one season when
Barber "came home" from Warrington on a one-year
contract, initially, to cover the 2001 season. He spent most
of that first season working his way up in the academy and
the alliance sides, but he made seven senior appearances
in total -- four of them at stand-off in the early part of the
season and three more as a substitute later on

It wasn' easy to break into a Roughyeds team that, in that
2001 campaign, finished fourth behind Leigh, Widnes and
Rochdale in a 19-club Northern Ford Premiership and then
went on to reach the Grand Final, in which they were
pipped by Widnes.

Another one-year deal followed and it was in the 2002
season that "Barbs" really started to make his mark. Ford
resigned after a handful of games to take up work with the
Irish Rugby Union, John Harbin did half a season before
leaving to cross the great sporting divide into soccer with
Oldham Athletic and Steve Molloy completed that
campaign in a player-coach capacity.

Despite all the behind-the-scenes upheavals a clutch of
Roughyeds youngsters came through, and Gareth was
among them

| wrote in my end-of-season summary: “A glance at team
statistics underlines the huge contribution of young players
inalong and demanding season.

"It was sink-or-swim time for 21-year-old Gareth Barber, 20-
year-old Lee Doran, 20-year-old Jon Goddard and 21-year-
old Gavin Dodd, who soon became battle-hardened

GarY saw, in Barber, a player with good, quick hands and a player who
d quickly size up a situation and make a decision

professionals after starting the season with only a
smattering of first team or NFP experience behind them

"Stand-off Barber made four starts in the early part of the
previous season, but spent the rest of 2001 in the reserves

He went better as the 2002 season progressed. And his

willingness to take on goalkicking duties when he was no
more than a novice at it demonstrated that, like any half-
back worthy of the name, he was not afraid to accept
responsibility."
In fact, Barber played in 38 of the team's 39 games that
year, scoring 80 goals, one drop goal and 17 tries for a total
of 229 points.
In 2003 he had 27 games, 35 goals, 13 tries and 122
points and in 2004 he played in 30 out of a maximum of 33
games, scoring 18 goals, eight tries and 68 points and
passing, on the way, his 100 appearances target.
He is a versatile player, who has been used variously by
several different coaches at full-back, centre, wing, stand-
off and scrum-half. Stand-off is his preferred and
recognised position, but he has a nice turn of pace allied
with an inborn ability to read a game and those qualities,
together with his instinctive knack of sniffing out tries and
anticipating breaks enable him to make a good job
wherever he is asked to play in the backs.

This season, of course, Gary Mercer saw something else
in him and, perhaps to the surprise of a lot of people, he
tried him with a great deal of success in the hooking role
Hookers ain't what they used to be in the days of Edgar
Brooks, Jack Keith, Kevin Taylor, Alan McCurrie and many
others who have wom the Oldham No 9 jersey with
distinction.

These days they dont ‘hook' -— their main job is to
specialise in the skills and expertise required of a dummy
halfback at the play-the-ball. Gary saw, in Barber, a player
with good, quick hands and a player who could quickly
size up a situation and make a decision

He threw him in at No 9 and was so delighted with the job
he did there that he was soon speaking publicly of him as
a player who could progress to a higher, bigger stage
Thats Barber . . . a player of many parts and one with the
skill and vision to make things happen
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official sponsor of the National League

Tackle the costs
of dentists, (m
opticians and

everyday freatments

With an LHF Healthplan you’ll get money
back towards the costs of the following
treatments:

« Eye tests, glasses and contact lenses
« Dental check-ups, fillings and treatments
« Physiotherapy, day surgery, hospital stays
e Plus much more for only £2.73 a week.

Join now 10 receive 38 free official

National League cap
Just quote ref: D-RFL/CAP

Call 0845 60 60 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

healthplavs qrrmy

A
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authorised ilated by the Financial Services Authority. HSA is registered and
B A Andover,

our members

ny limited by guarar 20
no, 183035. We may record or monitor telephone calls to help improve o
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& PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

GARETH N | WILL
BARBER COWELL

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

GAVIN
DODD

SPONSORED BY

MARTY
TURNER
SPONSORED BY

TYMBUKTU JETWARE LTD OLDHAM LEES VILLAGE
HEALTH & (TELEPHONE) SERVICE
BEAUTY 08456 445 442 STATION

DAMIEN
MUNRO

SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS

JAMES
KIRKLAND

SPONSORED BY
JOHN BARRETT

,‘ GODDARD

SPONSORED BY
KATHRYN
HEPTONSTALL /
KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

SIMON PAUL ALEX
HAUGHTON NORMAN WILKINSON

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
OTALELLS OLDHAM SADDLEWORTH
ADVERTISER SPORTS

SIMON
SVABIC

SPONSORED BY

W AIN TAYLOR &
ROSS WILCOCK

ADAM
SHARPLES

SPONSORED BY

JADE
COMMUNICATIONS

SPONSORED BY

B BETTER HEALTH
CcLuB

SPONSORED BY
H MULLANEY &
SON (SKIP HIRE)
01457 832870

MARK
ROBERTS

SPONSORED BY
KING FAMILY

) \ CARLOS
- MATOERA
B SPONSORED BY

TOTALPLUS

TERE
GLASSIE
SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

FRED
LAUGHTON

DANA
WILSON

SPONSORED BY

DAVE, KAREN,

RONNIE AND
GEOFF

MARTIN
ELSWOOD

SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

GARY
MERCER
SPORED BY
EDDIE
LUCKRAFT

JADE
COMMUNICATIONS

WM ROUGHYETTES
SPONSOR

SPONSORED BY

PAUL
HULBERT

KIT MAN

BRENNAN

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY OLDHAM LADY JAYNE
PICROM LTD EDMONDSON ELECTRICAL LIMOUSINES
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES TEL: 0161 633 1577
OLDHAM

For all Sponsorship deals ring Sam on 0161 628 3677



ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Oldbam R.L.EC in Oldbham & Tameside

for all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stephen Howard......

...................... 0161 - 366 6535

Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140

Failsworth - Peter Scholes

...................... 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Right people.
Right job.

Jobcentre Plus understands that getting the
right people working for you is crucial to the
success of your business. We offer a range

of tailored solutions to match your recruitment
needs, whatever the size of your business.

What could we add
to your business?

Jjobcentreplus

www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/employers

Treble Darts
& Trophies

54, Yorkshire St,
" Oldham, Lancashire
OL1 1SR

Tel: 0161 6271424

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

On this day

Exactly twenty-two years ago, on Sunday 17th April 1983,
Oldham entertained Castleford in a crucial First Division
match between clubs jockeying for positions in the end-of-

season Premiership play-off.

Castleford won that match 22-10, their point scorers
being players who all figured prominently in the
Castleford success story of the 1980s. Centre Tony
Marchant, stand-off John Joyner and hooker Kevin
Beardmore (2) scored tries with scrum-half Bob
Beardmore adding five goals. Centre Colin Hawkyard
and substitute Ashley McEwan scored tries for
Oldham with stand-off Mick Parrish kicking a couple of
goals. As a result Caslleford finished seventh in the
table and Oldham eighth but both had their
Premiership ambitions crushed the following weekend
on Humberside where Hull beat Oldham and Hull
Kingston Rovers beat Castleford.

Easter 1995 was the period in the game's history
when the administrators forced summer rugby and
Super League onto the statute book. They also
suggested a series of club amalgamations,
suggestions which brought howls of disapproval from
the fans. It was during this period of discontent, on
Easter Monday 17th April 1995, that Castleford
entertained Wakefield Trinity, one of the two clubs with
whom it was suggested they amalgamate. Castleford
were as fired up for this one as their fans and they
registered a club record 86-0 victory over their
neighbours. The margin of victory would have been
greater but for some poor goal kicking because
Castleford ran in no fewer than seventeen tries that
aftemoon. Their try scorers were Ritchie Blackmore
(3), Chris Smith (2), Andy Hay (2), Simon Middleton
(2), Tony Smith (2), Tony Kemp (2), Lee Harland,
Tawera Nikau, Richard Goddard and Graham
Steadman. Steadman also landed six goals and Tony
Kemp three.

Sunday 17th April 1977 was another record breaking
afternoon for the Castleford club, despite the fact that
they were beaten 14-10 at Rochdale that afternoon.

Second-row forward Sammy Lloyd landed two goals
for the Tigers in that match. His first goal was his 149th
of the season and equalled his own club record for
goals in a season which had been established the
previous year. His second goal, obviously, broke that
record and he went on to land 158 goals during that
1976-77 campaign. The new record remains intact 28
years later.

On Thursday 17th April 1969 the Wheldon Road
ground in Castleford, now called 'The Jungle', was the
scene of an under-24 interational between Great
Britain and France. A crowd of 5,111 saw Britain
record a comfortable 42-2 victory. There were two
Castleford players included in the British line-up that
evening and both got themselves on the scoresheet.
Winger Alan Lowndes scored a try and second-row
forward Mick Redfearn landed four goals. The
Workington Town winger Keith Davies scored three
tries and his clubmate, centre lan Wright, touched
down twice. Other tries came from full-back Stan
Gittens (Batley), centre Bemard Watson (Leeds),
loose-forward Kevin O'Loughlin (Wigan) and the
Bramley stand-off John Wolford who also landed a
couple of goals

Two Oldham players figured prominently in the Welsh
team which defeated a Northern Rugby League Xl by
15 points to twelve at Brough Park, Newcastle on
Saturday 17th April 1937. They were second-row
fooward Norman Pugh and loose-forward Alex
Giwons who scored two decisive tries. A try scorer for
the League Xl was centre Jim Croston of Castleford,
the only Castleford player to have played for
Lancashire and a player who never played in a losing
side in eight county appearances.



Sponsors of the
Roughyed Kids
2{0[0)5)

Gemini Disco
F.R. Elswood Ltd.

Total Plus
Not much to report on the junior front at the Communications
moment as we are all working really hard to try Saddleworth SpOl’tS

and save the club so that “Roughyed Kids" can
keep going, however as soon as the situation is Oldham Advertiser
clear we will be up and running with plenty for you

to do. Reynards Ltd.
If any of you "Kids" would like to help raise funds for the club
The Red Barn Carvery

Carole & myself would like to do a sponsored walk from the
Social Club to Boundary Park. Any member interested in taking

part please ring either of us. ASDA Chadderton
Today's mascot is seven years old Charlotte Goodinson. o

Charlotte has been a “Roughyed Kid"" for quite some time and Carryout Solutions Ltd.
is a regular at all our parties, her favourite player this season is

Carlos Mataora. Greenco

Once again a big thank you to all our sponsors who now appear
under our new heading.

As always good luck to Gary and the Lads.
See you soon
Carole and Janet

ToDAYS MASCoT

Charlotte Goodinson
Age: 7 Favourite Player: Carlos Mataora

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

As Roughyeds enthusiasts we must all be dreaming of winning a large sum of money right now, and helping
the club out of the present crisis. However, dreaming doesn'’t help the situation, so it is essential that we pool
our enthusiasm and resources into raising as much money as we are able. With that in mind, we are all
working together, but it would be far more encouraging to see more people in the town as keen to see
Oldham RLFC survive, then be destined to be part of Oldhams heritage.

BE POSITIVE and help in whatever way you can —
SUPPORT THE ROUGHYEDS.

Many thanks to JIMMY CLARK of TOMMYFIELD MARKET for his sponsorship of the players post match fruit.

OLDHAM RUGBY

LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB

ENJOY THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details

DJ.ARTISTES * SPEAKERS « CATERERS

Contact Ashley on 0161 628 3677

Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch the free bus
to the ground and back to the social club to meet the players, have some
food and enjoy the karaoke.

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB
SPORTSMEN’S DINNER

Tuesday April 19 Guest Speaker Alex Murphy OBE, £35 pp.
Phone Ashley on 01616283677 for details

- ENJOY THE FACILITIES

Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Saturdays and Sundays
Live entertainment - see notice board
Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to Paul Woodward on 0161 627 2128

A great place Maximise your
to learn \ g potential
] i [ ]

THI OLDHAM

BUSINESS Oldham Business Management School offers

OLDHAM

COLLEGI MANAGEMENT Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,

With a wide range of courses to
choose from, you could improve
your job prospects, aim for

higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER
learning a new skill. BRAoN

Higher National, NVQ and Professional
Programmes levels. We take pride in offering
courses that turn ambitions into successful
careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For further information call 0161 615 5050

SCHOOL

www.oldham.ac.uk
www.obms.ac.uk
For course enquiries and prospectus requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480




Last Weeks Photos

All photos by Phil Burdge / Digisport. For copies of these and other
Roughyed pictures see www.digisport.net or email orders@digisport.net
or telephone 07974 174422

&

Commmnty
Copal Service

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON [

SO LICITORS since 1795

-
2ia
F

John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Pence, Oldham and Laneashire rughy plaver, early
proneer of both Oldham Rughy Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whittieker and Ogden
torerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Clavdon

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811

PECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception to claim your free day pass st Better Health Club. Cne adver: per persor




> For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who
_éﬂ'ﬁ } have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.

& Jream Ne pan of

MICHAEL TURNER

There have been quite a number of players that have
represented both Oldham and Castleford going right back to the
1930’s when ex-England Rugby Union international Ted Sadler
moved over to Cas after first turning pro with the Roughyeds.

A loose forward, Ted played just 25 matches for Oldham in the 1933-34 season
before crossing the Pennines. However, he did play a part in the club securing the
Lancashire cup that season playing in all the rounds up to the final

More recently of course Mike Ford was a popular captain at both clubs. The ex Wigan
star joined his home town club from Leigh before going on to play probably his best
spell of rugby for Cas. Mike twice played a starring role for the Roughyeds in the 2nd
division premiership victories over Featherstone and Hull K.R. and helped Castleford
to a Wembley appearance against the all conguering Wigan. Later he re-joined the
new Oldham club leading them to a Grand Final showdown with Widnes in 2001

Others to have played for both clubs include:-

Dickie Brown, lan Birkby, Tony Morrison, Francis Maloney, Richard Russell, Shaun
lrwin. Bob Lindner and the two Garys (pictured here) Lord and Hyde

.
» AN

Gary Hyde at in 1990 against Hull K.R

Adamsons SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ = 01457 872515

e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS GUMSHIELL AMGUarps
STICK MITTS HEWMETS
Approved repairers to all KICKING TEES PROTECTIVE VESTS
leading insurance companies RUGBY BALLS TACKLE BAGs
ANING \_ADDERS SHIELD CONE
Telephone "

0161 627 4001 OLDHAM'S PREMIER STOCKIST
0161 624 1904 OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor OPTIMUM
Oldham OL4 1JG e Gl
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE .
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS - o e WA

Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES
Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & Saddleworth
Lord Chambers Lord Chambers ( @!
11 Church Street 11 Church Street (
Oldham OL1 3AN Oldham OL1 3AN ' ‘
0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248 \./.,)
Ashton-U-Lyne Councillor David Jones /

Leader Oldh
Suite 4 St Michaels Court S apout Group

St Michaels Sq Lord Chambers /
Ashton-under-Lyne 11 Church Street !
Oldham OL6 6XN Oldham OL1 3AN ,/

0161 331 9307
0161 628 8346




' Rugby Talk

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

Last week’s Hull-Widnes clash wasn’t as much colourful as a thing of wonder. Hull, with

their white shirt numbers on a black and white background, against Widnes, a toned fashion
statement in prison grey. The poor scribes trying to report who was doing what, to whom, were
certainly in a state of wonder. They were wondering whose name to ascribe to which deed.

The rugby might have been vibrant, rosy, florid, a bounteous explosion of colour. But for my
colleague Ray French and his friends, trying to make sense of it all from a press box 50-odd rows
back from the KC field, discerning the individual players — and the Hull ones especially — was
virtually impossible.

“You need binoculars from there anyway,” said Ray. “But you simply couldn’t make out who
was who. Some of the radio commentators were having to make it up, basically.”

We can all indulge in a titter when a tv commentator gets it wrong. I wouldn’t have their job
for a gold pig. Even as a newspaper journalist, rare is the game where, after a try, some hack
doesn’t appeal: “Was that Smith to Jones to Brown for Green to cross, or was it Smith to Brown
to Jones for Green to score?”

“Evans got the last touch,” will come the reply. “Green’s been interchanged.”

“And it was Wood who missed out Smith straight to Jones...” By which time the conversion’s
been taken, play’s re-started, there’s been a knock on, another interchange, and the faithful scribes
are in a state of mild panic. Because they are supposed to get it right, every time.

I don't know if there is any RFL guidance to clubs about the style of numbering. Certainly the
days of a black square patch on the shirt back with a large white number made identifying players
a sight easier for both supporters and journalists. It appears that fashion (and club replica
revenues) currently dictate the multifarious designs that are paraded before us.

True, it wasn’t difficult to discern a Phil Lowe from a Roger Millward when they were on the
field together for Hull KR. That was a real ‘Little and Large’. But modern Super League teams
all seem to sport a dozen blokes who are 6ft and 16 stones, half of whom have shaved heads. Am
I the only speccie who can’t be sure that the cropped Jamie Langley now playing for Bradford is
even related to the mop-haired young fellow who turned out last season? I hope he’s had a new
passport photo taken. In addition, the play and players are moving at such a pace that instant
identification is naturally more difficult.

In the greater scheme of things, it may be a minor issue. But then again a plain back square and
large white number is pretty insignificant too. And don’t try to tell me that might ‘clash’ with
these pseudo-Versace numbers. Most of this season’s Super League ‘away’ kits look like they’ve
been daubed on a cloth canvas by a pre-school class.

LEAGUE

217 T\- The Voice of Rugby League — on sale every Monday
& E_Lu Lf Check out www.league-weekly.com

IT‘S a colourful game is rugby league. Well it can be, depending on which game you're at.

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

sfreem

sporits

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com

OLDHAM R.L.FC

Roudhyeds

£1 TO WIN

OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS No1

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

(VA
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

AUTOMATIC

PAYOUT

£10,000

A Donated Cash Prize

DON'’T MISS OUT - BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

NO NEED
TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL



Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

"2

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

What’s
score?

The competition’s
tough ...

but we've a few
points in our favour.

No traffic

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

'/7\\/ nortRern Ttaking people to places




POWERGEN

Rugby
league crazy? |

We're mad about it too!

That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of
the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills
Zone for children to practice kicking, tackling.
passing and catching in a fun and safe way.

Welll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all over
the country so everyone can have the chance to
get rugby crazy!

powergen.co.uk
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with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
TIME TO SWITCH?

AS coach of Leigh Centurions, Darren Abram
should know better than most what a difficult
task the side promoted from National League
One has - and he believes he has the solution.

Abram has consistently stressed the trials and
tribulations the Centurions have gone through
since their Grand Final victory over Whitehaven
last October - understandably so.

Leigh were behind the rest of the top flight in
terms of recruitment right from the start. The
deadline for talking to out-of-contract players is
now set at September 1 - but by the time the
Centurions, promotion had been confirmed in
mid-October, almost all of the best player had
already been snapped up.

As a result, Leigh have found the going tough at
the higher level. They lost their first seven Super
League matches before getting off the mark
against London Broncos, and face an uphill
struggle to stay in the elite competition.

Their situation is somewhat different from the
two sides promoted immediately before them -
Salford and Huddersfield - because they were
running full-time squads in NL1, with several of
their Super League players remaining with them.

Following Leigh’s difficult start to the year, we
started to hear the predictable - and unhelpful -
voices calling for an end to promotion and
relegation.

So what would Abram do to help bridge the gap?

In a recent report, former Oldham and Rochdale
centre Abram stated he feels it would be
beneficial to switch the National League seasons
around, so that the league campaign kicks the
campaign off and precedes the Northern Rail
Cup.

That way, the winners of the NL1 Grand Final
(which Abram suggests should be held in June)
would have much more time to prepare for life at
a higher level - and crucially, be able to compete
for those out-of-contract players.

It would also, Abram added, give the promoted
side a longer pre-season in order to be ready for
the step up in class to full-time Rugby League.

On the face of it, Abram’s idea has plenty of
positives. As well as the ones already mentioned,
it would also ensure the league season starts with
a bang - instead of the somewhat awkward
scenario of beginning on Easter Monday, with
most squads fatigued after their Good Friday
matches.

There will always be those wanting to shut off
promotion and relegation from Super League -
but those involved at National League level know
the importance to the game of maintaining it.

Switching the season round at this level could
provide the promoted NL1 club with a massive
boost.

Read the best match reports from all today's matches in Monday’s Rugby
Leaguer & League Express

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

Bague

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 .
--.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughyleague.com
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SPONSORS Fixres R } 7 4
09/01/05  Rochdale Homets LawCup | Away |[1500| 248 | L |[1.404 Ou "‘} On ‘N; ml-
Match Sponsor 21/01/05  Leeds Rhinos Testmonial| Away | 20.00| 2240 | L |519
mﬂ’ 30/01/05  Halffax Fiendy | Away | 1500 3412 | L [1443
‘ enanaliny 130205  Blackpool Panthers  NTCup | Home | 1500 | 2220 | W |1446 ®
V a s y 27/02/05  Swinton Lions NTCup | Away |1500] 4614 | L | 1,101
Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd 06/03/05  Swinton Lions NTCup | Home |15.00| 3037 | L |1,116
Team S NDONSOrS 13/03/05  Shariston Rovers Powergen | Away |19.30| 14-46 | W | 852 ®
CC 3rd Rd
+ 16/0305 _ Rochdale Homels NTCup | Away | 1930 6826 | L |1.161
Im.pm 20/03/05 Blackpool Panthers NTCup | Away |1500] 1635 | W | 250
25/03/05__Rochdale Homets NTCup | Home |1530| 1054 | L |1.544
Alphatec Labels Ltd 20305 FeahersoneRovers Nt | Away [1930( 2020 [ D |1.463
‘ 03/04/05  York City Knights Powergen | Home |15.00 | 28-32 | L |[1,282
Man of the Match 10/04/05  Doncaster Dragons ccmm Home |15.00| 22-44 | L [1,266
me 1 o
Sponsor =
/04/05  Castleford Tigers N | Home | 1500
Lees Village Service | ot e T
= up up
Station 0161 624 2306 Play Ofs
08/05/05 PowergenCup5thRd  Powergen [ TBA | TBA
Match Ball Sponsor e
SADDLEWORTH SPORTS 15/05/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Home | 15.00
01457 872515 29/05/05  Northem Rail Cup NT Cup TBA TBA
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk 22/05/05  Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away 15.00
Quarter Finals
Programme Sponsor 05/06/05 Rochdale Hornets NLU | Home |15.00
Promoted by Phil Rogers on behalf of 12/06/05  Barrow Raiders N Away | 15.00
Oldham West and Royton 190605 Northem Rail Cup NTCup | TBA | TBA
Conservative Association Semi Finals
26/06/05 Halifax Nt | Home |15.00
Champagne Moment 26/0605  Powergen Cup Powergen | TBA | TBA
Sponsor Quarter Finals cc
1 - T 03/07/05  Featherstone Rovers  NL1 Home | 15.00
i Braddy’s Signing 1007/05_ Doncaster Dragons N1 | Away [ 1500
‘ Of The Season 17/07/05  Northem Rail Cup NTCup | TBA | TBA
| (Memorabilia) s
24/07/05  Castleford Tigers NL1 Away | 15.30
Tel: 07946052364 310705 HlKR N | Home |15.00
07/08/05  Wnitehaven Warriors NLT Away | 15.00
Players after match 740505 Roshide Vones N1 | fway | 1500
refreshments 21/08/05 _ Batley Bulldogs N | Home | 1500
Sponsored by 04/09/05  Barrow Raiders NL1 Home | 15.00 o M=
11/09/05  Halifax NL1 Away | 15.00
| Taylor Produce (Southport) Fresh Fruit 18/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA | TBA
i & Veg 0161 627 2520 & 25/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA | TBA - vun "
‘ David Ashworth (Traditional Butcher) 0210005 Play Offs NG T8A | TeA Your hest weekly read
0161 620 6041 08/10/05 _ Grand Findl N | TBA | TBA =\ B nd that's official
{(BOTH TO BE FOUND ON THE TOMMYFIELD MARKET) 2 . _,;;‘:’_‘._- —
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Rugby League Key NI BTSRRI
respective of A

ur game and NT Cup - Northern Trains Cup

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup LS a ap Out Oldham

NL1 - National League Division 1



