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Together
a winning
team

Oldham Council

is proud of its

| association with

i Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM 28580

Metropolitan Borough [1

oldham)together

the outlook’s bright

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk
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The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League Football Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord

KIT MAN Paul Hulbert

PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

lay magazine do not
necessarily refiect those of the nent and staff of
Oldham RLFC (1997) Lid

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking for support from the fans
From The Touchline Gary Mercer's dissapointment at last week game
As lan Sees It Looking at the fantastic start of Superleagie X

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today’s Opponents Pen pics for Doncaster Dragons

Team Profile A profile of Marty Turner

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
On This Day Don Yates looks back to April 10th yesteryear
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
Oldham Rugby League Social Club

Last Weeks Photos

From The Pen Of Michael Turner

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

National League Talk A great beginning By GARETH WALKER
Fixtures & Sponsors

Today's Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pal Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 al Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

www.roughyeds.co.uk




with CHRIS HAMIWN

n’s Thoughts

%/t\]/elc?rge back to Boundary Park for what is another vital game for
e club.

Last week was obviously a disappointment in more ways than
one but we are still here and still fighting!

These are difficult times but it is at times like this that
you find out about peoples character and | know for
sure | am still fighting tooth and nail!

The squad has been working hard in training to work
towards eradicating the errors that are costing us at
present and in todays opponents Doncaster we
know they will be fired up and anything less than
100% will mean a loss.

The focus this week has inevitably been on the off
field events and there is no doubt that it was a blow
for the CVA proposals to be rejected.

We are now in a race against time ta come up with a
satisfactory conclusion to the money owed to the
Inland Revenue and Customs and Excise. We are
exploring a number of ways to do this but it is serious
and we dont want a similar scenario to Oldham Bears
in 1997 when the liquidation of the club almost crept
up on people.

Whatever you can do to help, financially or otherwise,
please do as soon as possible and to all of you who
have already donated or helped or simply come to
games we thank you once again.

Our opponents today have been through similar
situations themselves in the not too distant past and
they are very fortunate to have, in John Wright, an
individual who is wealthy and committed - how we
would love the same!

If and when that happens we shall see but in the
meantime | cannot stress enough what a difference
each and every one of you can make - please don't
leave it to somebody else because that may mean it
doesn't happen full stop and once it's gone its
amazing how many people come out of the
woodwork offering help and saying how much they
care.

We don't have time for that and we need to act now
before it's too late.

It is important to think of the reasons for our
predicament and they are simply down to the losses
we have incurred by having to play out of town, That
is not a dig at anyone but a statement of fact and it is
hard to plan cash flows and budgets when you don't
know what is going to happen from one season to
the next.

It shows our committment however that we are
prepared to fight on against all the odds - what other
club faces the same problem? - BUT WE NEED YOU
TO HELP AND WE NEED IT NOW!

Enjoy the game

Christopher Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

North Ainley Halliwell
MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 | Solicitors
34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OLI 1PS
Tel: 0161 646 5614
01 61 633 0074 e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk
web: www.northainley.couk DX23605

northainleyhalliwell

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




| would like to especially welcome my old Leeds'
teammate Graham Holroyd. It's great to see
him still involved playing the game, he always
was a quality player, still is and is the player who
makes the Dragons tick.

| am so angry after watching the tape of the York
game. WE SHOULD HAVE WON THE GAME
despite a less than satisfactory performance. In
the first twenty minutes we played probably the
most clinical football we have played all season:
Playing the game in their half, kicking well,
defending well and completely dominating the
game. Unfortunately at the end of this we were
only six points up. Once again however as
soon as something negative happened our
heads went down and we let them in for three
quick tries. As soon as things go wrong we lack
discipline, composure and stop being clinical on
last plays.

| have picked out at least six opportunities we
had to win the match and we blew them all.
One good example was very significant as it was
in the last minute. We were sending the ball
wide to the left and all we needed were soft
hands from Haughton to Wilkinson to Johnson
and we had an overlap on the left that Nicky
would not have refused but we bungled it
through poor handling. A second vital moment
was midway through the first half with the score
standing at 10 - 6 to York. We were given a
penalty in front of the posts and we should have
had composure and gone for two points at that
vital stage and brought the score back to 10-8
and possession. As it was we took a hurried
penalty sent it out wide to the right where Wil
Cowell knocked on over the line. They came
back immediately from this broke our left side
defence and Potter scored.  Within a minute not
10-8 down but 16 — 6 —dumb rugby.

On top of this | thought we had a certain penalty
try disallowed. We allowed them to score six

with Gary Mercer

tries, which once again shows how soft we are
still defensively. Too many one on one tackles
are being missed. | never tire of teling the
players that defence in rugby league is a
personal thing and our players must get much
more personally proud of their defensive play.
Against York I'm afraid five of my players didn't
perform defensively and this meant we couldn't
pull together as a squad

| apologise if | keep repeating myself in this
column but | believe in saying things as they are
and just as | will praise players to the hilt when
they play well and to the team plan similarly
when things aren't going right they will receive
criticism, and unfortunately the same individuals
are letting us down because of a lack of caring

and a lack of personal pride. Itis my jobto -

ensure this does not continue and that is going
to take a lot of hard work,

So this week you can be sure we will have been
working hard again on defence and me trying to
teach some players how to tackle. Those
players who are not yet performing must look to
every aspect of their training, their home life, their
preparation on the morning of a match, the day
before, the hour before. It is meticulous detail in
simple things like this that make the difference.
In short at Featherstone, which | must mention
as | was so pleased with this performance, we
had 15 fellows giving their all for the team, the
club and the fans. Against York I'm afraid | only
had 10, and that's not good enough.

Not cheerful reading I'm afraid but be assured I'll
not give up and | do believe we'll get there in the
end as they're a great set of lads. Keep up the
support.

Gary

* Gary has answered the two questions asked
of him this week in his honest and forthright
column. (Nigel)

From The|Touchline

Jon \

Goddard

03/04/05

80 min on field
19 tackles

0 misses

18 hit ups
73m gain

Av gain 4m

Marty
Turner
03/04/05

80m on field

26 tackles

0 misses

9 carries

40m gain

Av gain 4.4m

7 kicks (5 positive)
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Lansdowne
Roofing

Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be

collected or delivered
el 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

__DPILGRIM

IR T E IRN AT IO N A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

/" r,# u" i

ilgrim-international.co.uk




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website
www.talking-rugby.co.uk
14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

CONSERVATIVE
PACKAGING LIMITED
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MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000

i Py IPRINTE
@& WARSTEINER
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Imported German Beer

Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League

What a fantastic start to Super League X. Since the premier division began in
1996 in its current format, and after only eight rounds of fixtures, admittedly,
there has not been a more interesting competition. The attendances so far
reflect this too.

There has already been recorded the highest individual
crowd of the era, as well as the highest aggregate for a set
of six fixtures, and with six sides now regularly recording
five-figure gates, the total number of spectators per
weekend at all professional games is also showing a
significant increase.

There are two reasons for the increase in interest - the
quality of the fare on offer on the field, and the fact that the
outcome of any individual match is genuinely not
predictable, at least with a great deal of confidence. The
most obvious examples of the latter were two Easter
Monday games. Who would have expected Wakefield to
take Leeds to the cleaners at Headingly as they did, or a
much-heralded London to lose at Leigh ? Those two
results also had the effects of removing the possibility of
Leeds going through the league season undefeated -
surely never a realistic prospect anyway? - and of Leigh
remaining without a win all season, two events which
would have made something of a mockery of claims of a
more competitive league

But those were by no means the only shock results so far.
With 48 fixtures completed, | reckon that a further 8 games
have had an unexpected outcome - and that excludes
fixtures which have been genuinely 50/50 before they were
played. That makes 21% of matches so far which have had
an against-the-odds winner.

What about the quality on the field? There is clearly a more
subjective aspect to this, but there are many well-qualified
pundits around who argue fairly cogently that standards

have never been as high. The advent of full-time
professional squads has had a clear effect on standards of
fitness and conditioning, and there can be little argument
with the quality of RL produced by, for example, Leeds at
Bradford, St.Helens against Wakefield and London against
Wigan

Of course quality is not just about what a team can do with
the ball in their possession. It is also about how it operates
when the other side has the ball. And that must lead to
reference to Wigan?s Good Friday performance against
Saints. | can do no better than quote Martin Sadler from
last week's League Express : Supreme courage under fire,
toughness beyond the call of duty, finely honed
teamworkintense discipline (and its occasional lapses),
audacious raids on the opposition’s lines, serious injuries,
and young boys being forced to attain manhood in the
face of overwhelming odds was his description, using a
very apt military analogy : and though | am by no means
traditionally a Wigan enthusiast, on this occasion | can only
agree. Quality indeed

Is this of any relevance to us? Certainly. The performance
at Featherstone, under at least as difficult circumstances
as those faced by Wigan, demonstrated exactly the same
qualities as Sadler identified above. It certainly sets the
standard for the remainder of our NL1 campaign.

lan Wilson

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

¢ Commercial Insurance Brokers
Gioiam CrAMBER wina Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Is Rugby League too dangerous? Only a matter of weeks (in
some cases only a matter of days) into a new season a large
number of clubs boast an injury list as long as your arm.

What's more a lot of the injuries are serious enough to
put players out for the season. | know injury is part and
parcel of the game and generally the players and
coaches acceplt it.

And, thankfully, hardly any injuries are the result of
deliberate and serious foul play. However, as players
get bigger and stronger, even at N.L.1 and N.L.2 level,
and the game gets faster and more intense is it time to
do something to reduce the casualty rate? Remember
all this is happening when protective equipment is
more readily available and is lighter and more
comfortable than ever before. So, just to raise a couple
of issues, does the interchange rule mean that players
who are spelled stay fresher and more dangerous
especially to those players who have to do the full 80
minutes? And is the ten metre rule just too much
because it increases the impact of the tackle? You may
well disagree but what | hope you will agree with is that
the health and safety of the players is paramount

League Express last Monday had a brilliant letter from
Paul Loxton of Wakefield. In it he said that the Northern
Rail Cup could culminate in a double headed Wembley
Final with the Challenge Cup. His argument was that
such an arrangement would give added significance to
the competition, would stop Coaches treating it as a
mere warm-up to the league fixtures, and would
improve attendances because fans would realise the

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd

Speedy Hire (Northern) Lid.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk

added importance of the games results. Simple but
brilliant. Count me in.

Last week Rugby League lost two remarkable servants
of the game with the deaths of Trevor Foster and Paul
Reynolds. Trevor Foster had come North from Newport
in 1938 and was a quite outstanding player and worker
for the game, in particular for his beloved Bradford
Northem/Bulls. In fact without Trevor Foster it is
doubtful if there would be a Bradford club at all as he
was a major influence in the formation of the new
Bradford club in 1964. It is ironic that his passing came
just three days after the launch of his autobiography
written in conjunction with his son Simon and Rugby
League historian Robert Gate. We are not likely to see
his like again.

Paul Reynolds, meanwhile, was the serving Chief
Executive of Rochdale Hornets whom he had followed
for over 50 years. A major influence in the survival of his
club when it was faced with financial difficulties, Paul
Reynolds will be missed by all at Spotland.

Our condolences to the families of both men.

My warmning that Halifax would be a major force in N.L.1
this year in last week's programme was fully borne out
when they dumped Castleford out of the Challenge
Cup. What price an upset in the next round when they
travel to Leigh? With Hornets and Swinton putting on
sparklihg performances against Salford and Widnes
respectively just how big is the gap between the best
N.L.1 sides and the poorer teams in Super League?

Although I've defended referees in my last two columns
I'm as bad as anyone when it comes to my own team
So, Mr. Morris when is a spear tackle not a spear
tackle? And Mr. Hewer what constitutes a penalty try?
And if it's not a penalty try why is a defending player
interfering to prevent an attacking player from scoring
not sent to the sin-bin?

T 7 oI = |

Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or
trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham
(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel: - 0161 947 1499
WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas

»JAN o



I've left writing this as late as possible, hoping that we might
have heard something on the financial front. Unfortunately at
Wednesday lunchtime still no news. All we can do is keep our

fingers crossed and hope.

Last week's performance was not good but | hope you
agreee with me that Gary does not hide behind the
problems or to try and mask what is going wrong. He
tells it as it is and | have to say that working on the
coaches column is a joy and | personally feel they are
more informative than any others | have read or been
involved in.

The Prediction League is certainly proving to be great
fun with wit and repartee abounding, especially against
me. It would be nice if we could get a lot more
members and at just £20 it works out at just over £1 a
game.

You can still join without losing out as we will give all
late entrants the average score so far. So if you were
to join after today we would work out the average
points scored over the two games scored by members
and that is what you would start with for Game 3. To
get details contact the office 01616283677 or log on to
www.roughyeds.co.uk and go to the top of the
message board. Entries can be sent by e mail to
orlfcpredictionleague@yahoo.co.uk

Despite tha fact that things aren't going great on the
field | am amazed and thrilled at the positivity and
enthusiasm of so many of the true fans and | intend to
mention just a few here. In so doing | apologise to all
those | have missed out. On Thursday morning before
the York Cup game there was nobody booked into the
Sponsors' Lounge. But by Sunday afternoon thanks to
Goughie and friends the place was full with people
enjoying a £25 buffet etc. Not only this there were
more raffles, auctions, cards, competitions going on
than you would believe. The atmosphere was brilliant.
Thanks to all concerned.

After the game we had a two year old star of the future
raising money for the club. Tanisha Gorey, Andy's
niece, got up on stage and sung a song all on her own

and raised £26. If a two year old can do this there is
no excuse for the rest of us. We keep getting people
arriving with small amounts of money they have raised
and this is all welcome. Eg 13 year old Sarah Mullen
sold a football card and raised £10 all on her own
Michael Ackroyd is busy successfully selling
memorabilia on E Bay for the club and Phil Burdge has
generously opened up his own site Digisport to sell
ORLFC items on line. Thanks to all these people.

A lot of organising is going on to set up a Supporters
Team and hopefully you will see them in all their glory
in the Oldham Chronicle next week. | must also thank
Charlotte and mates for all the work they did printing
and distributing posters for the Standard Cup Final and
of course all the people who have helped with the
bucket collections. The people who care are brilliant,
we just need a lot more of them. To conclude, isn't
rugby league a great game? | heard from just one
bucket collector who told me of two York supporters
who put £25 and £35 respectively into the bucket and
the week before as | was passing through the Main
Stand to get down to pitch side an anonymous
supporter casually said please put this in a bucket
Nigel. When | got down to pitch side | saw it was a
cheque for £50. After the York match in the Board
Room the York Chairman gave a really supportive
speech and then added, almost too quietly for anyone
to hear, that they wanted to return £250 of the match
takings they were entitled to. With such people around
surely we cannot fail.

Thanks to everyone and keep up the good work.
Nigel

Ps Just heard the bad news - more on what we can do
next week.

L
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Oldham Rugby League Football Club
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Oldham is a proud dub with a gneat tradition. Founded in 1876 as a rugby union
side, it grew swiftly and during just its third ssason John B. Rye bacame the first
of many of its players to gain representative honours when he was sdeded for
Lancashire. Oldham were the first Lancashire team to lift the Challenge Cup
when Hurslet were beaten in 1899, the baginning of a truly goiden era in the
history of the dub. For the next thirty years it would never be far away from the
honours and this perod induded a sersational spell during the 19205 when it
appeared in four consacutve Challenge Cup finals

The skilful side of the 19505 is stil fondly remembered, the names of Davies,
Cracknell, Ganley. Winslade, ackson, Litthe and Co. etched into the memery
of these supporters who were amongst the 62,000 crowd at Ockd Stadium to
walch the Roughyeds’ beat Hull 15-14 and lift the 1957 Championship

Remarkably, the team from the old cotton town has not won a major
trophy since, despite, in 1996, bang a founder member of Super League and
the following year playing in Australia in the Werld Club Champicrships
Unfortunately, in 1997 pressing financial problems forced the club into
liquidasen.

Professional rugby league wis not dlowed 1o die in e town, however, and
due to the effoerts of 3 group of enthusixts a rew Oldham dub was formed and
entered into the Second Divisien Champonship of 1998

The story continues right up to the present day. With over 200 photograpls,
many extremely rare and dating back to the cub’ formation, this bock brings to
Iife once again many of Oldham’s herces. This is a timedess record of a famous
rugby league dub that boasts over eighty intermationd piayers, ad is a must for
any supporter, young or old

ISBN 0.7524.3466.7 BLAGLS OF SPORT

5 PART OF THE ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS STRIES
TOMPUS FUBLISHING LTD,
THE MILL, BRMSCOMBE FORT,

9%/8 2434667 STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GLS 206

£1299
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Doncaster Dragons

Graham Holroyd Stand-off .Graham is now in his 2nd full

season with the ragons following spelis with Super League
Leeds, Halifax, Salford and Huddersfield. Has bags of
experience and a great kicking game, he is also the clubs
Senior Academy coach.

Alex Muff Centre / Winger. Brighouse lad Alex signed for the
Dragons in 2003, and after playing some big games for the
Academy became part of the 1st team squad for much of the
2004 season. In 2005 Alex will be aiming to make the centre
position his own.

Craig Lawton Second row / loose forward. Supporters /
coaches and players player of the season in 2003 Craig has
continued to impress with his work rate and commitment to
the side, even filling in at centre on more than one occasion.

Peter Green Second row / hooker. Development officer,
former Toll Bar junior and Castleford hooker Peter signed for
the Dragons in 2001 and has, following his switch to the
second row made the position his own, with his consistency
and hard work seeing him make over 100 consecutive
appearances for the club.

Wayne Green Winger / centre / fullback. Brother of Peter
and another product of the Toll Bar junior set-up Wayne
progressed to the Dragons Academy side scoring 20 + tries
every season for the under 21°s. Wayne is elusive, has pace
to burn and is an accomplished goalkicker and in 2004 he
made the step up to 1st grade still scoring tries.

Martin Moana Stand-off / loose forward. Back for his
second spell with the Dragons Martin brings with him a wealth
of experience having played for clubs such as Halifax,
Wakefield and Salford Reds in Super League. A fine
playmaker Martin can both score and create tries for the team.

Chris Hemmings Prop / second row. Chris is another local
lad who has come through the clubs Academy set-up, getting
his chance In the 1st team in 2003. 2004 started well for him
being a 1st team regular until a broken leg ended his season
early in the league campaign

Dean Colton Winger. Local lad Dean is another to come
through the ranks at the Dragons, and began life in the 1st
team in 2003 as a half-back but was switched very
successfully to the wing in 2004.

Tom Buckenham Prop. Yet another Doncaster born player
who has been knocking on the 1st team door for the last
couple of seasons, big strong and aggressive Tom was voted
Academy supporters club player of the season in 2004

Martin Ostler Prop / second row. Former Hull F.C forward
Martin signed for the Dragons in 2002 and despite suffering
injury problems has made 60 appearances for the club
scoring 6 tries.

Shaun Leaf Halfback / loose forward. Great Britain student
international who joined the club in 2003 initially as a stand-off,
but has also performed well at locse forward and full back.

Craig Cook Hooker. Former Hull FC Academy hooker Craig
joined the Dragons in 2003 on loan before making the move
permanent in 2004 and being one of the clubs most influential
players in both defence and attack

Gareth Handford Prop. Fans favourite Gareth is now in his
4th season with the Doncaster club and has been one of their
most influential props over recent seasons making 91
appearances scoring 12 tries.

Dean Andrews Prop / second. New signing from Hull KR
Dean is not a stranger to the club having previously had a
brief spell with the Dragons in 1998. Big, strong and mobile
he will add strength in depth to the Dragons pack.

Cralg Horne Full back / centre / winger. Utility back Craig
played for the Dragons in 2003 and rejoined the club in mid
season 2004 after a spell in France with UTC. Versatile player
wh? can play anywhere in the backs and has an eye for the
try line.

Dean O° Loughlin Prop / second row. Product of the Hull
FC Academy set-up, Dean joined the Dragons toward the end
of the 2004 season. Before joining the club he had been out
for several months with a knee injury, so hopefully in 2005 the
Doncaster supporters will see a big improvement as he
reaches full fitness.

Kirk Netherton Utility back. Another young player who has
come through the Hull FC Academy set-up, and was being
courted by several clubs before choosing the Dragons. Kirk
can play anywhere across the back line as well as at half-back
or hooker and is rated a very exiting prospect for the future

Ben Weston Half back. Signed in the close season from
Bradford Bulls where he had starred in their senior academy
side helping them to the grand final against Leeds academy.
The 21 year old scrum half has previously played on
Humberside with Fish Traders and West Hull

Dale Cardoza Centre signed in the close season for his
second spell with the Dragons. The former Leigh,
Featherstone, York and Warrington centre scored 4 tries in 6
matches in a the 2003 season before moving on to Hilton
Park. Elusive, powerful player with an excellent try scoring
record.

Chris Langley Centre. Another new signing for the Dragons,
Chris the former York City Knights centre had a great season
last year being a regular in the Knights side that got to the
brink of promotion in the Second Division play-off Final.
Another great prospect for the future

Craig Farrell Centre / wing. Yet another new signing and
another former York City Knight who has also starred for Hull
KR. Big in attack and strong in defence Craig will be a great
asset for the Dragons this year.

Craige Miles Wing. Joined the Dragons in 2004 from
Dewsbury Rams, scoring 5 tries in just 4 appearances. Has
spent the amateur season with Eastmoor getting back to full
fitness, has pace to burn and should score plenty of tries this
season.

Gareth Lloyd Centre / second row. Gareth is now in his 3rd
season with the Dragons after signing from York and is equally
at home in the pack or threequarters. Uoydie will be looking
for a big year in 2005 after missing the end of the 2004 season
with injury.

Sean Colton Half back / hooker. Younger brother of winger
Dean, Academy Captain Sean leads by example and but for
a horrific injury sustained in the under 21°s at Keighley last
season would surely have made his 1st team debut by now.

Jason Eagle Second row. A product of the Dragons
Academy set-up, Jason made his 1st team debut in 2003 and
will be working hard to gain his place in the 2005 squad after
missing out last year.

Wayne Frost Full back / wing / centre. A product of
Featherstone Rovers Academy set-up Wayne made a bright
start with the Dragons before 2004 was disrupted by injuries.
Wayne is another young Academy player hoping 2005 will
see him make the step up to 1st team regular.

Jonathan Jones Prop / second row. Young forward
Jonathan is another new signing having previously played
with Castleford outfit Redhill.Jonathan will add yet more
competition for places in the Doncaster pack

T ier s bom® s sk i Chiskoects i

MARTY Turner, currently playing
his best football since he stepped
on to English sail for the first time
in January, believes Oldham can
surprise a few teams in the new
LHF Healthplan National League
first division.

beautiful city in New Zealand's South Island, and
played for the Linwood club from the age of six to
the age of 18 when he was spotted by NRL club
Melboume Storm and invited over to Australia.

His brother Glen, two years his senior, had already
crossed the Tasman in pursuit of his rugby league
dream and, coincidentally, it was about the same
time that Melbourne spotted Glen playing for a club
in the lllawarra competition that they also pounced
on Marty after watching him play in a national
tournament in New Zealand.

Recalled Marty: "Storm took both of us on, but | was
only 18 so | knew | had loads of work to do if | was
going to climb up the pecking order at a club like
Melboumne Storm.

"They keep a full-time squad of 25 in Melbourne and
all their other young hopefuls are packed off north to
play for their feeder club, Brisbane Norths, in the
Queensland Cup.

| was two years up there but then in 2002 | was
called down to Melbourne and | played in three first-
grade NRL games."

Cont over...

Player Profile by Roger Halstead

MARTY TUR

o




Player Profile

MARTY TURNER

Marty is a great kid. He leads by example and | would not hesitate to
say he is the best defensive scrum-half in this division.

Cont...
The world appeared to be Marty's oyster at that stage,
but he then suffered serious injuries in a horrific road
accident which caused him to be out of rugby league
for a full year.

He recalls: "We had a day off in midweek and on that
particular day two of us decided to drive down to the
coast to spend an hour or two on the beach

"On the way we were hit by a truck. | suffered severe
concussion and interal injuries and | was informed
later that | had suffered a ruptured spleen

"I was unconscious for ages and even though | was out
of rugby for a year | had to pass strict examinations
and tests on my head before the medical people
cleared me to play again.

"The ruptured spleen was another worry, but the
doctors didn't want to operate if they could possibly
avoid it. They told me to rest all the time and they
monitored me for eight or nine months before they told
me the spleen had healed naturally and | wouldn' have
to undergo surgery.

"I dont think my life was ever under serious threat, but
my rugby career might have been but for the first-class
care | received."

A year after the smash, and still barely 22, Marty was
playing again in Brisbane and striving once more to
haul himself up through the ranks and up the Storm
ladder.

He got one NRL game in 2003, against Manly, but like
his brother Glen he discovered it wasnt exactly the
easiest job in rugby league to take the scrum-half shirt
off a certain Matt Orford.

Storm's star man, said to be the best player never to
have played State of Origin football and now a target
for English Super League clubs for 2006, was an
automatic choice to work the Storm scrum.

It was at about this time that former New Zealand Test
boss Frank Endacott, who had followed Marty's career
from being a teenager in Christchurch, asked the
youngster if he would fancy a spell in England.

Said Marty: "l told Frank | would jump at the idea and it
wasnt long before he was back on to me to say he
could fix me up at a place called Oldham with a former
Kiwi Test star, Gary Mercer.

“That seemed fine to me and that's how | came to arrive
in town one dark, bitterly cold night in January when
Gary picked me up at the airport and took me straight
to training at Chapel Road to meet the boys.

“I'm settled here now and | love it. I've been a bit hot and
cold in my early games, but I'm working hard to
improve my game and Im feeling good and playing
with a bit more confidence than | did earlier in the
season.

"Itisn't about me or any one of us, though. It's about the
team and how we play as a unit, and I'm sure that we
will soon start to gel even though we were
disappointed to go down to York.

"As for National League division one, it gives us the
opportunity to make a fresh start and kick on. We have
no further interest in the Northern Rail Cup or the
Powergen Challenge Cup, so we can concentrate on
the league.

"And dont forget this: we are unbeaten in the league so
far!"

That tongue-in-cheek remark was a reference to
Oldham's battling 20-20 draw at Featherstone on the
opening day of the National League campaign, Easter
Monday, and if Tumer and his team mates can
reproduce that sort of grit and determination on a
regular basis they won' go far wrong.

Gary Mercer, for one, has the highest regard for his
fellow Kiwi.

"I have a lot of respect for Frank Endacott," said Gary,
‘and | knew when he recommended Marty that he
would be spot-on. Frank knows his rugby:.

"Marty is a great kid. He leads by example and | would
not hesitate to say he is the best defensive scrum-half
in this division. He is going to get better, too."
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Oldbham R.L.EC in Oldbam & Tameside

Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stephen Howard......

...................... 0161 - 366 6535

Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140

Failsworth - Peter Scholes

........................ 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Right people.
Right job.

Jobcentre Plus understands that getting the
right people working for you is crucial to the
success of your business. We offer a range
of tailored solutions to match your recruitment
needs, whatever the size of your business.

DeNiNg NoUrs dam-g8pim weekday

am-4pm Saturda

alls charged at local rates

What could we add
to your business?

Jobcentreplus

www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/employers

Treble Darts
& Trophies

® 54, Yorkshire St,
¥ Oldham, Lancashire
OL1 1SR

Tel: 0161 6271424

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Onthisday

&

In 1950 Oldham spent a busy Easter in which they played
four matches in five days. After losing at home to Salford on
Good Friday, the Roughyeds won at Rochdale 24 hours later
and were beaten again on Easter Tuesday at Warrington.

Squeezed in between those league fixtures was a tour
match against a Combined Bordeaux & Villeneuve XIII
which was played at Watersheddings on Easter
Monday 10th April 1950. Oldham won that match 14-
3 with loose-forward Bryn Goldswain playing a
significant role in the victory. Once his playing career
was over Goldswain moved into coaching and spent
four seasons as coach to Doncaster between 1960
and 1964. Two other former Oldham players have also
coached at Doncaster, Don Vines briefly in 1979 and
Clive Sullivan during the 1983-84 campaign.

On Wednesday 10th April 1857 the French national
team visited England and took on Great Britain at
Knowsley Road, St.Helens. France played particularly
well that evening and trailed by only 9-2 at half-time.
After the interval the match opened up and Britain won
an entertaining encounter 29-14. They scored five tries
through winger Mick Sullivan (Huddersfield), who
scored two, full-back Glyn Moses (St.Helens), stand-
off Ray Price (Warrington) and centre Lewis Jones of
Leeds who also landed seven goals. There were two
Oldham players included in the British pack, prop-
forward Sid Little and loose-forward Derek Turner.

The biggest attendance of the 1948-49 International
Championship was attracted to the final, and decisive,
match between France and Wales in Marseilles, Thirty
thousand spectators attended the match on Sunday
10th April 1949 and they saw France clinch the title
with an 11-0 victory. Playing in the centre for Wales that
aftemoon was Norman Harris, grandfather of the
current Bradford player lestyn Harris. Norman had
joined Oldham from Cross Keys RUFC in December
1945 and made 119 appearances for the Roughyeds,
scoring 35 tries and seven goals, before moving to
Leigh shortly before that intemational against France.

N

Norman Harris is one of 28 Oldham players who have
represented Wales. On Wednesday 10th April 1935
there were two Oldham players in the Welsh team
which played England at the Stanley Greyhound
Stadium, Prescott Road, Liverpool, They were prop-
forward Lou Rees and second-row forward Norman
Pugh. A crowd of 7,100 saw England win that match
24-11. Rees joined Oldham from Cardiff RUFC and
Pugh from Swansea RUFC.

The former StAnnes junior, Mike Ford, enjoyed a
successful rugby league career as both player and
coach before switching codes and joining the rah-
rahs. He represented England and Great Britain,
making 594 senior appearances during an eighteen-
year playing career with nine different clubs. He
enjoyed two spells with his home town club, Oldham.
In 1983 he tumed professional with Wigan after
retuning from the BARLA under-19 tour of New
Zealand. Before going on that trip, Ford made four
appearances for Wigan as an amateur. The first, his
senior debut, was on Sunday 10th April 1983 when he
was scrum-half in the Wigan team which played
Oldham at Central Park. A crowd of 8,501 saw Wigan
win that match 7-2

In 1994 Doncaster won promotion to Division One,
today's equivalent of the Super League. They lost only
one of their last twelve league matches of that 1993-
94 campaign. Included in that sequence was a 29-12
home victory over Dewsbury which took place on
Sunday 10th April. Centre Vila Matautia (2), full-back
Brendan Carlyle, winger David Evans and second-row
forward Audley Pennant scored tries for Doncaster
that afternoon with centre Robert Turner adding four
goals and a dropped goal
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Back to school for most of you this week after the §
Easter break and | bet your mums are glad. Oldham Advertiser
It was nice to see quite a few of you at the practice match last
week against Shaw Rhinos. We know those of you who went Reynards ud
really enjoyed yourselves and we look forward to having similar
evenyls in, t}/we future. i The Red Barn Carvery
After today's game in the Social Club there will be another
mascot draw and the player answering questions this week will ASDA Chaddenon
be Marty Turner. So come along with your mums and dads and :
also enjoy the disco and karaoke. Ca"VOUt SO|Ut|0nS Ltd
Our mascot today is 8 years old Matthew Cavanagh who has
never been a mascot before so we wish him well and hope he GreenCU
brings us good luck.

Once again a big thank you to all our sponsors who can be found
elsewhere on this page. Good luck to Gary and the boys

See you soon,
Carole & Janet

JoDAYS MASCoT

Matthew

Cavanagh
Age: 8

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

Members of the support Group are actively involved in helping the club on match days and at other events.
Assistance is given after home matches when the players return to the social club for their refreshments. We
are very pleased to have obtained sponsorship of fresh fruit, which supplements the food available to the
players. Our sincere thanks go to - JIMMY CLARK of TOMMYFIELD MARKET - for his generous supply of
fruit since the latter part of last season. His support is very much appreciated.

QUIZ NIGHT — 12th April 8:30pm

This event has been fully sponsored so EVERY pound taken will go to club funds. Please come and join us.

RED ED wants a new head and one of his ideas is to have a section of this page devoted to our dear mascot with ideas for
raising money. He also wonders if any company would be interested in sponsoring this page all season and all this
sposorship money will go towards RED ED'S NEW HEAD. Contact Nigel at the club

24

OLDHAM RUGBY

LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB

ENJOY THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details

DJ.ARTISTES * SPEAKERS ¢ CATERERS

Contact Ashley on 0161 628 3677

Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch the free bus
to the ground and back to the social club to meet the players, have some
food and enjoy the karaoke.

SUPPORT ORLFC BY USING YOUR SOCIAL CLUB

Don’t forget every pint bought in the Social Club helps the club whereas any
refreshments bought at Boundary Park bring the club no revenue whatsoever.

'ENJOY THE FACILITIES

Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Saturdays and Sundays
Live entertainment - see notice board
Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to Paul Woodward on 0161 627 2128

A great place ( ) Maximise your

to learn potential
e (7 [

THI
OLDHAM With a wide range of courses to INESS
COLLEGI choose from, you could improve ) MANAGEMENT
your job prospects, aim for

0Oldham Business Management School offers

Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,
Higher National, NVQ and Professional

SCHOOL 19310 .
Programmes levels, We take pride in offering

higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER S
www.oldham.ac.uk  learning a new skill. EDUCATION courses lhgt turn ambmqns into successful
www.obms.ac.uk  careers quickly, professionally and affordably.
For course enquiries and p s requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480 HAMnannrreeim iy K B
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| Last Weeks Photos

All photos by Phil Burdge / Digisport. For copies of these and other

Roughyed pictures see www.digisport.net or email orders@digisport.net
or telephone 07974 174422

WRIGLEY - =
8\ CLAYDON = &

SOLICITORS Since 1795

John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Pence, Oldham and Lancashire rughy plaver, early
pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong. Whitticker and Ogden
torerunners to today’s Oldham RLFC solicitors Wriglev Clavdon

29/8383 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 681t

SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception 10 claim your free day pass at Better Health Club, Cne adver: per parsor




For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who

Adamsons

me CRASH REPAIR CENTRE e

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 71J » 01457 872515

e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

_ﬂ' _} 2 have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

. DS ARM
A .C COM M&e PQV\ OC REPAIR SPECIALISTS A iy
i : MICHAEL TURNER SN ES PROTECT -
’ Approved repairers to all KICKING TE R IVE vesrs
e R e e R T S SR leading insurance companies oGy BIS oK Bags
- . G \)\DDE IELD CON
As was the case with our opponents in the last home match TRANIN '

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

(York) there have been few players that have played for both

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
Oldham and Doncaster.

OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

The most significant in terms of appearances was Mick McCone

) OPTIMUM

A former Tattersfield favourite, Mick signed for Oldham in February 1972 and played Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor KOOGA MITRE

118 first team matches over the next six years. A lively scrum half he Oldham OL4 1JG CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
and formed an effective partnership with both Cliff Hill and David Treasure during his GILBERT HALBRO

days at Watersheddings 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

" * QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -
The most famous player to wear the colours of the “Roughyeds” and the "Dons

would be Clive Sullivan. The Humberside legend played 18 games for Oldham in the

1980-81 season before having a spell at Doncaster

Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

Other to have represented both clubs, although some for just a handful of games for
either Oldham or Doncaster, include: - Tony Jeff, lan Birkby, High Gumbs, Alf
Gouldbourne, Tony Miller and Jamie Bloem

OFFICES

Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & Saddleworth
Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248

Ashton-U-Lyne Councillor David Jones
Leader Oldham Labour Group

Suite 4 St Michaels Court /
St Michaels Sq Lord Chambers J
Ashton-under-Lyne 11 Church Street /

Clive Sullivan during his Hull K.R. days

Oldham OL6 6XN

Oldham OL1 3AN  ,/
0161 331 9307

0161 628 8346




Rugby Talk

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

some stage in evolution one branch of homo sapien picked up a pig’s bladder and ran off

grunting down the meadow looking for someone to stiff-arm, while a slower-developing
Neanderthal thought ‘sod that’, learned how to use two of his fingers to whistle, and started
spoiling everyone else’s fun.

And in the past dozen millennia or so, that’s pretty much how refs have been regarded.
‘Progress’ has been technical (wireless communications/video screens), dietary (improved fitness
levels) and fashion-based (colourful stripey shirts), but in terms of the basic premise that refs are
born, not made, probably due to some inherent genetic defect, it’s been business as usual.

Until last week, that is, when any minuscule probability of the rogue refereeing gene being
surgically grafted onto the body of rugby league, was extinguished like a cheap candle.

Whether the diktat emanated from Richard Lewis's office or Stuart Cummings’ matters little.
When the ‘attention’ of Red Hall was drawn by St Helens to the matter of proposed Giants-Saints
ref lan Smith attending a Huddersfield fans’ forum a few days before, a decision had to be made.
It came down in favour of removing Smith from the game, giving it to Ronnie Laughton. At a
stroke the presumption of referees as some other-worldly, special case, was confirmed. Keep ‘em
in a compound, why don’t we? Simply set them loose on their adversaries — the teams — on game
day. Because that’s what this does — sets up referees as something apart, and certainly not to be
trusted to open their mouths in public, or heaven forbid be responsible for their own actions.

The RFL will kick and scream in denial, no doubt, and will throw a Bible-sized book at
Huddersfield coach Jon Sharp into the bargain, over his understandable post-St Helens rant. But
for once, someone at the top should raise a hand in apology and admit human fallibility — as lan
Smith did at that controversial squadbuilder forum.

In fact it was nothing like controversial — and I was on the panel with Smith. It was great PR
for refs, and by extension for the game. We should see more of it, at any club or forum willing to
play ball, whatever the date. Let’s bring the referees closer to the game, not quarantine them from
it. The so-called ‘rule’ used to take the game off Smith is obscure enough that no one saw fit to
raise it when his presence on the panel was mentioned in League Weekly and other newspapers.
That would have pre-empted this whole sorry mess.

Instead Ronnie Laughton was put in an impossible position (unless someone won by 30
points), lan Smith’s impeccable integrity was effectively questioned — whatever the *official’ line
— and Jon Sharp’s reaction was forced upon him, because to have taken that lot on the chin would
have been to desert his troops and his club.

Not a good day for the Greatest Game.

LEAGUE

- T The Voice of Rugby League - on sale every Monday
17717
\J UE ﬁ 1,<Lf Check out www.league-weekly.com

THERE’S a vocal minority that believes rugby league referees are a separate species; that at

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




OLDHAM R.L.F.C

carlotti
£1 TO WIN
OFFIC(I)II\-IE) I:II;I'\ ISIUFI:LPII:.(I:ER TO OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS No1
: LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

(VA
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

T £10,000
sports ’

A Donated Cash Prize

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

DON'T MISS OUT - BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

UTOMATIC NO NEED
PAYOUT TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com




Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn't exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

| What’s the
score?

The competition’s
tough ...

but we’ve a few
points in our favour.

No traffic

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

ﬂ/\\/_/'nar ERern Ttaking people to places




POWERGEN

Exclusive Energy Partner to the RFL

Rugby
league crazy?

We're mad about it too!

That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of
the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills
Zone for children to practice kicking. tackling,
passing and catching in a fun and safe way.

Welll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all over
the country so everyone can have the chance to
get rugby crazy!

powergen.co.uk

LEAG

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
A GREAT BEGINNING

THE opening round of National League fixtures
certainly proved something - that nothing will
be predictable in the two divisions this season.

There were plenty of surprise scorelines, and a
handful of heroic efforts, to ensure that NL1
and NL2 will again be tough to call every week.

And with a fixture set-up that sees every team
play just 18 league matches, there is little room
for error. The sides that find their consistency
quickest will be the ones to prosper.

Perhaps the most remarkable result of the first
weekend was Oldham's 20-all draw at
Featherstone Rovers.

It wasn’t just that a previously disappointing
Roughyeds side claimed an unlikely share of the
points - it was the circumstances surrounding
their effort.

Coach Gary Mercer could name just 16 players -
and one of those, substitute Mark Roberts, was
unable to play any part because of illness.

That left Mercer” with 15, with his two
remaining subs both inexperienced Academy
products. Throw in the fact that the loose
forward was assistant coach Keith Brennan,
who recently came out of retirement because of
the club’s injury crisis, and that Oldham actually
played in Featherstone’s away shirts due to a kit
mix-up, and it was a stunning result.

Elsewhere in NL1, Barrow put their Northern
Rail Cup blues behind them to almost stun
Whitehaven, while Batley came even closer at
in-form Rochdale, losing by just a point.

At the Shay, two teams with play-off aspirations
clashed, with Hull KR beating Halifax 11-10, and
Doncaster pushed title favourites Castleford
close in the first 65 minutes, before the Tigers
secured victory.

In NL2, Swinton Lions laid down an early
marker with a great win at much-fancied York
City Knights, while Gateshead Thunder gave
Workington Town a fright before going down
to a high-scoring defeat.

Keighley Cougars started their attempts to
bounce straight back up with a gritty win at
improving Blackpool, and Dewsbury Rams
showed why they are many people’s favourites
for promotion with a big win over Hunslet.

Sheffield Eagles also got off to a winning start
with an accomplished win in the capital at
London Skolars.

After a week’s break for the Challenge Cup,
today it's back to LHF Healthplan league action,
and ten more fascinating match-ups. Where will
the shocks come today?

Read the best match reports from all today’s matches in Monday’s Rugby
Leaguer & League Express

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREA'I'EST GAME...
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SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401 895
--.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalru




SPONSORS

Match Sponsor

Mason
Communications
imite

Team Sponsor

H Mullaney and
Son Ltd (Skip Hire)
01457 832870
Man of the Match
Sponsor
David Lord, friends
& family

Match Ball Sponsor
The Old Original

Programme Sponsor
Councillor Sid Jacob

Champagne Moment
Sponsor
Braddy’s Signin
Of The Season
(Memorabilia)

Tel: 07946052364

Players after match
refreshments
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sponsored by

Taylor Produce (Southport) Fresh Fruit
& Veg 0161 627 2520 &
David Ashworth (Traditional Butcher)
0161 620 6041
(BOTH TO BE FOUND ON THE TOMMYFIELD MARKET)

Fixtures 2005

DATE

OPPONENTS

. RESULT

WL AT |

09/01/05  Rochdale Hornets Law Cup Away | 1500 24-8
21/01/05  Leeds Rhinos Testimonial | Away | 20.00 | 22-10
30/01/05  Halifax Friendly Away | 15.00 | 34-12
13/02/05  Blackpool Panthers NTCup | Home |15.00| 22-20
27/02/05  Swinton Lions NT Cup Away | 15.00| 46-14
06/03/05  Swinton Lions NT Cup Home | 15.00 | 30-37
13/03/05  Shariston Rovers Powergen | Away | 19.30| 14-46
CC 3rd Rd
16/03/05 _ Rochdale Homets NTCup | Away [1930] 68-26 | L [1.161)%
20/03/05  Blackpool Panthers NTCup | Away |15.00] 1635 | W | 250 B
25/03/05___ Rochdale Hornets NT Cup Home | 1530 10-54 | L |1544 ,
28/03/05  Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away |1930| 20-20 | D |1.463
03/04/05  York City Knights Powergen | Home |15.00| 28-32 | L
CC dth Rd

10/04/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Home | 15.00
17/04/05  Castleford Tigers NL1 Home | 15.00
24/0405 HulKR NL1 Away | 15.00
01/05/05  Northern Rail Cup NT Cup TBA TBA

Play Offs
08/05/05 Powergen Cup SthRd  Powergen TBA TBA

CC

15/05/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Home | 15.00
29/05/05  Northem Rail Cup NT Cup TBA TBA
22/05/05  Batiey Bulldogs NL1 Away | 15.00

Quarter Finals
05/06/05 Rochdale Hornets NL1 Home | 15.00
12/06/05  Barrow Raiders NL1 Away | 15.00
19/06/05  Northern Rail Cup NT Cup TBA TBA

Semi Finals
26/06/05  Halifax NL1 Home | 15.00
26/06/05  Powergen Cup Powergen |  TBA TBA

Quarter Finals cC
03/07/05  Featherstone Rovers NL1 Home | 15.00
10/07/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away | 15.00
17/07/05  Northern Rail Cup NT Cup TBA TBA

Final
24/07/05  Castieford Tigers NL1 Away | 15.30
31/07/05 Hull KR NL1 Home | 15.00
07/08/05  Wnitehaven Warriors NL1 Away | 15.00
14/08/05  Rochdale Homets NL1 Away | 15.00
21/08/05  Batley Bulldogs NL1 Home | 15.00
04/09/05  Bamrow Raiders NL1 Home | 15.00
11/09/05  Haifax NL1 Away | 15.00
18/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
25/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
02/10/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA TBA
08/10/05  Grand Final NL1 TBA | TBA

Key

NT Cup - Northern Trains Cup

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1
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It’s all about Oldham



