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What’s the
score?

The competition’s
tough ...

but we've a few
points in our favour. = o

No traffic

. 8
No parking 3}

No worries

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org
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Chairman: Mr R Taylor
Chief Executive: Mr P Reynolds
Club Secretary: Mr K Oldham

Directors:

Mr R Taylor

Mr N Halsall (Vice Chairman)
Mr K Oldham

Mr D Vining

Mr P Reynolds

Mrs A Manock

Coach: Bobby Goulding
Assistant Coach: Darren Shaw
Club Doctor: Dr P C Duffy
Groundsman: Phil Collinson

el: 017006 648004 Fax: 01706 34454

Life Vice President: Mr R Bonser,
Mr D Turner, Mr B Hollis, P Reynolds,
Mr R Taylor

Marketing Manager: Mr F Ward

Lottery Manager: Mr E Armitage
Equipment Staff: M Reynolds, G Reynolds
Timekeeper: R Myers

Programme: Franny Ward,
Jim Stringer,
Martin Ball,
Mark Wynn,
David Ledsham,
Mike Floyd,
Gareth Walker,
Danny Lockwood

Hornets Magazine Production:
DijiGroup Tel: 0870 333 9994

HORNETS WEBSITE

Why not visit the Hornets supporters’ website on:

www.rochdalehornets.com

CLUB HONOURS

Challenge Cup Winners 1921-22

Lancashire Cup Winners 1911-12, 1914-15,
1918-19

Beaten Finalists 1912-13, 1919-20,
1965-66, 1990-91

Regal Trophy Beaten 1973-74

Finalists

BBC2 Floodlight Trophy 1971-72

Beaten Finalists

CLUB RECORDS

Debut Season 1895-96

Biggest Victory, 98-0 2000-01

v York Wasps

Heaviest Defeat, 10-82 1999-2000

v Hull Sharks

MOST TRIES
In & career - 103, J. Williams 1931-37
In a season - 31, M Billy 2000-01

In a match - 5, J. Corsi, M. Billy 1921-22
J. Williams, N. Brelsford 1933, 1972, 2001

MOST GOALS
In a career - 733, W. Gowers 1922-36

In a season - 150m M. Strett 1994-95
In a match - 14, S. Turner 1989

MOST POINTS
In a career - 1481, W. Gowers  1922-36

In a season - 350, M. Nanyn 2002-03

In a match - 32, S. Turner 1988-89
MOST APPEARANCES
455, W. Gowers 1922-36

Rochdale Hornets are proud of our family friendly image and agree wholeheartedly with the Rugby Football League Tackle Racism' Policy. As such the club will not tolerate
any foul, abusive or racist language or behaviour within the stadium. Anybady found to be committing such offences will be removed from the ground and liable 1o prosecution

/\\/ northern Taking people to places
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ROCHDALE HORNETS

Rochdale Hornets

Good afternoon and a warm welcome to the
players, staff and supporters of Oldham.

SKY SPORTS ON BIG SCREEN

BED & BREAKFAST from £15
ALL ROOMS WITH COLOUR TV
AND TEA MAKING FACILITIES

THEAKSTON’S
TRADITIONAL ALES

After excellent pre-season training sessions and two successful warm up
games last Sunday’s result was a huge disappointment to all concerned.
Although | felt we did enough in the 1st half the wheels came off in the 2nd
half and it was difficult to put a finger on why. However we have worked hard
on the lads this week and we are ready to turn things round this afternoon

against an Oldham side who will be very different from the team we meet in
the Law Cup.

Enjoy the game.
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PROPRIETOR: NORMAN HALSALL
24 WHITWORTH ROAD, ROCHDALE OL12 OEU
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INTERBAKE LTD

SIMPLY THE A - Z OF ALL THAT’S BEST
IN BAKERY EQUIPMENT

Our range includes:

UNIFILLER
The versatile depositor

UNIT 2 - BRIDGE MILLS, ROCHDALE ROAD
EDENFIELD - BURY - LANCASHIRE - BLO ORE

TEL: 01706 825596

NORTH

BUILDERS %)

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC &

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING & REPAIR

STONEWORK | FLAGGING | JOINERY
CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS | EXTENSIONS & PLUMBING

»

--IIIII Halifax 01422 823 659

) . Brighouse 01484 713559
FAX: 01422 823 640

MEET & GREET!

Over 100 Hornets supporters attended the recent
“meet and greet” night at Birchinley Manor Leisure
Centre.

Supporters of all ages enjoyed the opportunity to
meet the Hornets Squad, take photographs and
obtain autographs.

A big “Thank You" to Birchinley Manor staff for
their time and superb facilities.

A big Thanks also goes to Andy Birch, Mark and
Deb Wynn and also Directors Ann Manock and
David Vining for all their sterling hard work and
organisation of the evening.

It has been agreed that we should have more of
these social occasions.




MATCH REPORT

Swinton 20 - Hornets 14

DOWNBEAT START

AT SWINTON

The sizeable Hornets contingent in
the crowd will have left Sedgely Park
feeling decidedly short-changed by

this limp, lack-lustre performance.

Despite playing under the
handicap of three sin-binnings,
Swinton kept their shape and
used the ground's huge
dimensions far more smartly
than a Hornets side that failed
to splutter, never mind spark.

The first 25 minutes were an
arm-wrestle: both teams
content to plough the centre of
the field in search of an
opening. John Braddish went
close for Hornets on 22
minutes, but was held up over
the line; in the ensuing post-
mortem lan Watson let his
mouth off and was dispatched
for a ten minute cool-down.

His absence sparked
Swinton to life and in their next
foray Marsh and Sinfield
shipped the ball neatly wide for
Maye to score. The game
reverted to type, with Hornets
withstanding three back-to-
back sets as Swinton pinned
them down in their own in-goal
with a series of well-balanced
kicks.

With  half-time looming,
Hornets managed their only
semblance of cohesive football
of the afternoon: Doran's
break; Cantillon in support to
score; Birdseye adding the
extras. Right on the hooter,
Maye was sin-binned for
dissent; Birdseye popped over
the penalty and Hornets went
in two points ahead 6-8.

With the wind and the slight
slope in the second half,
Hornets fans expected some
improvement - but the Lions
grabbed the game by the scruff
and took control.

Again, a barrage of kicks
into the in-goal prevented
Hornets from gaining any
meaningful ground and, on 55
minutes, Swinton returned a
resulting drop-out with interest.
The ball was worked
downfield; Watson's pin-point
flat pass found Marsh arriving
at pace and he crashed
through to score.

On the hour, Swinton delivered a
killer blow. With Hornets struggling
to get out of their own half, Coates
found a huge hole in their defensive
line and - with men either side -
found himself with just Alstead to
beat. Wayne English was the
recipient and he planted the ball
under the black dot.

Hornets did, briefly, flicker into
life: Cantillon taking the ball to the
Swinton line and Campbell scoring
wide out (Birdseye adding a superb
conversion) - but the two point
deficit was as close as they got.

With four minutes remaining,
Watson and Marsh worked a
carbon copy of their earlier effort;
Hornets defence fell for it again and
Swinton deservedly took the spoils.

Despite some last minute bull
and bluster in a desperate
scramble for a point, Hornets were
never really in the hunt in the
second half - and Bobbie Goulding
will need a combination of harsh
words and hard work if we are to
better this effort.

“They were smarter and more
enthusiastic than us,”
said Goulding. And Hornets
supporters might have been
justified in wondering where
Hornets' trademark enthusiasm
had gone on this half-heartedly
disappointing afternoon.
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NATIONAL RAIL CUP

MARSH AT THE DOUBLE

Swinton 20 - Hornets 14
By Trevor Baxter

Swinton Lions coach Paul Kidd praised his side's
defending as they opened their NortherN Rail League
Cup campaign with a victory.

Two tries from Lee Marsh, and one from Chris Maye
and Wayne English, secured victory for the Lions.

But they had to be strong to fend off a late fightback
from Rochdale, who scored a try in each half through Phil
Cantillon and Chris Campbell.

Kidd said "Our defence was outstanding. The team has
gelled together well over the pre-season training and
today it showed on the field, as we didn't let Hornets get
into their stride.”

Maye opened the scoring after Marsh and lan Sinfield
had set him up for a converted try. Cantillon crossed the
try line for Hornets, and a conversion and a penalty from
Lee Birdseye put the visitors ahead at the break.

Marsh and English scored second-half tries to put Lions
in control, although Campbell gave Hornets hope with a
score of his own. Marsh's second try, three minutes from
time, finally saw Lions safe.

(Article courtesy of Manchester Evening News)




L AKESIDE

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD

WINDOWS | DOORS | CONSERVATORIES

ARE YOUR WINDOWS MISTED UP?
REPLACEMENT GLASS UNITS FITTED!

HAVE YOUR WINDOWS
FITTED FOR WINTER

AT 10% DISCOUNT

Lakeside Windows & Conservatories Ltd
Gilead Farm, Rakewood, Littleborough, OL15 OAP

FREEPHONE: 0808 100 1915 Fax: 01706 377779

NEST-EGG

TOGETHER, HORNETS FANS
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Hornets Nest-Egg - Hornets' independent supporters association - was founded and named in December
2002 to enable ordinary Rochdale Hornets supporters to invest constructively in the future of our proud
old club. In addition, it was hoped that such an association - run by supporters for supporters - would
provide a vital forum for Homets fans to raise and discuss issues relating to the club and the game that

we all love.

Look what we've already
contributed:

* A £1,000 donation to the club.

£2,000 towards player costs in
May 2003 when we went six
weeks without a revenue-
raising home game.

£650 towards securing the
services of a key player.

£1,000 in travel and
accommodation costs.

£300 in player sponsorships.

£250 in matchball
sponsorship.

A £6,000 investment in the
new share issue.

A £100 contribution to
merchandise costs.

So far the Nest Egg has contributed
over £11,000. That's a magnificent
achievement - and the first time that
the 'ordinary supporters' have made
such a significant contribution to their
club.

Another reason for forming an
independent supporters' association
was to provide a conduit for
meaningful dialogue with the Club.
The Nest Egg holds regular question
and answer sessions with the board
and coaching staff where supporters
are able to air their views and
concerns directly to the people that
can give them the answers they
needed. As a shareholder we can
also present members' questions at
the Club's shareholders' AGM. This
open communication between
Rochdale Hornets and its supporters
is a feature of the Nest Egg that we
hope to develop further in the future.

* So what can you do?

As the teams outside the top flight
continue to seek all possible sources
of revenue, Hornets - like all clubs -
needs positive input from its fans
more than ever. That's why we
founded the Hornets Nest-Egg - an
independent supporters' association
run by Hornets fans for Hornets fans -
to enable us to play a direct role in
helping secure the future of our club.

* How does it work?

Basically, you pay to become a
member of the Nest Egg. The money
we raise helps fund investment that
will help secure success on the field.
The Nest Egg has a bank account
administrated by members of the
scheme. A democratic voting system
ensures that members always have
the final say in how the money will be
spent. The Association won't hand
over a penny without the say-so of
the majority of its membership.

* What's in it for Hornets?

In a perfect world we'd have 1000
fans paying £100 and we'd have the
cash-richest club in the league - but
all we can do is try and get as many
people as possible involved and raise
as much as we can. The Nest Egg
currently has over 50 members -
each making a vital contribution. If we
can significantly increase our
membership, we can help ensure
that Hornets remains a competitive
team that we can all take satisfaction
in watching.

* What's in it for Hornets fans?

Primarily a consistent, competitive
and successful club to watch in the
future. At Nest-Egg meetings we also
endeavour to auction or raffle
exclusive Hornets items only
available to members. There is also
an e-mail newsletter to keep
members informed of what's going

on. You also get one of our exclusive
members-only Rochdale Hornets
Nest-Egg badges!

* Why now?

Those clubs that can maintain
stability through the next few years
will have a better chance of long-term
survival. If Hornets are to survive and
grow, we can all make an investment
in the future of our club by getting
involved in the Nest-Egg

+ What now?

If the Nest-Egg is to make a bigger
contribution to the success of
Rochdale Hornets, your support is
vital. Initially we asked supporters to
contribute either £100 or £10 a
month by standing order. Now, while
the amounts we're asking for haven't
changed, the way in which the
money is donated has.

We ask that all members pay a
common membership fee. The fee
this year - as last - will be £5. We are
asking that anything above that be
considered a donation to the Nest
Egg. As we don't want to exclude
anyone from getting involved - that
can be whatever you can afford. We
welcome every penny.

Last year we had kids paying £5 right
through to people donating over
£500 - but whatever you donate, if
you pay the £5 membership fee, you
will be granted full membership of the
Nest-Egg.

We know that £100 sounds like a lot
of money - but it works out at less
than£2 a week to help maintain a
competitive team - and ensure that
Rochdale Hornets has a successful
future. We've seen already that the
passion that Hornets fans have for
the club can be the driving force that
takes us onward - together.

For more details on how you can join the Nest Egg, visit www.rochdalehornets.com

or call Jim Stringer on 07876 01 1 084




THE OPPOSITION

OLDHAM RLFC

BY BRIAN WALKER

Brian Walker is a lifelong Oldham supporter, a trustee of
the very active Oldham RL Heritage Trust and author of
the recently published book ‘Roughyeds the Story’.

| still love it when the
Roughyeds put one over on the
Hornets, | hate to think of the Law
Cup tarnishing in Rochdale's
trophy cabinet but I'm dead
envious of the Spotland set-up,
so much so that the ease of once
resisting the temptation to ram an
offered copy of Big Issue up a
dark place was startlingly easy.

Whilst there's always been
keen rivalry between the fans of
two of the oldest rugby clubs in
the country there has never been
the animosity so easy to sniff out
of a Wigan v Saints or United v
City affair, although having said
that, if you were sat in the
Oldham director's box directly
behind that knot of fervent
Hornet's supporters or after
reading postings on either of the
club’s websites you might be
tempted to ask a question
regarding my sanity for making
that statement in the first place.

Nevertheless, whilst a little bit
of needle often creeps into the
proceedings there's no Rangers v
Celtic mentality here, the dozens
and dozens of players that have
pulled on both jerseys have seen
to that and | haven't seen a scrap
on the terraces since all those
years ago when a tiff between
that nice man Stan Owen and an
Oldham ‘askedferit’' spilled over
the wall into the bottom tier of the
Hutchin's stand.

Since the Oldham club was
reformed in time for the 1998
season and 'hostilities’
recommenced, today's match is
the 28th between the two old
foes (compared to 11 during the
seven seasons between 1991
and 1997) many rival fans now on
first name terms.

With familiarity more likely to
breed complacency than
contempt it's all too easy to get
that ‘I've seen it all before’
feeling. Playing each other so
often makes it difficult for the
local press to drum-up a crowd,
and whilst | love matches against
Hornets I've got to say that after
playing each other five times last
season and even though both
league matches were close
affairs | had more enthusiasm for
Oldham's home match against
Halifax (albeit being held at
Victory Park), a team which we
played just twice. | remember
back in the early 90's when both
Hornets and Oldham were in a
second division of eight clubs
each playing the other four times
and fans stayed away in droves.

Having said that, the home
games against the Roughyeds
last season in both the league
(1403) and Arriva-Trains cup
(1305) provided Hornets with
their biggest gates in those
competitions. In fact, the Arriva-
Train attendance was greater
than for the league matches
against Halifax and Leigh. On the
other hand, the attendance of
1243 for the league match
against Hornets at Boundary Park
lagged behind those for the
games against Leigh, Batley, Hull
KR and Doncaster and the 1214
for the home Arriva-Trains cup,
whilst better than those against
both Swinton and Chorley, was
below the 1805 that turned up for
the Leigh encounter.

Last season Hornets averaged
1049 over nine league matches
whilst the Roughyeds managed
1317 (albeit badly affected by
playing three 'home’ matches

THE OPPOSITION

Second division action
Hornets and Oldham 1991

away from Boundary Park) so
whilst the league match against
Oldham was above the Spotland
average, Oldham'’s was below.

In 1998 the two club’s met just
the once when 3,097 turned out
for the Law Cup and in 1999,
which on the playing front was a
lousy season for Oldham, the
sides clashed three times, the
Law Cup played at Spotland
attracting 2879, the league match
at the same venue 1468 and the
return at Boundary Park 3023.

So, next year if the National
Trains fixture format is again
discussed let's not assume that
the idea of playing near
neighbours from the same
division is preferable. Let's give
the fans variety. Unless from
another division keep the derbies
for the league tussle.



OLDHAM RLFC

GARY MERCER (head coach):
One of the most consistently good
and honest forwards of the past 20
years. Record proves his durability -
21 Tests for New Zealand, ex-captain
of Leeds, former player-coach of
Halifax. Won most of the honours
available after spells with Bradford,
Warrington (twice), Leeds (twice)
and Halifax. Was No 2 and then head
coach at Castleford last year and
now coaching at National League
level for the first time

KEITH BRENNAN (assistant
coach): Retired as a player at the
end of the 2004 season after five
seasons with the Roughyeds. Initially
appointed academy coach, but then
upgraded to Mercer's No 2 when the
club decided to go without an under-
21s side in 2005. One of the club's
most loyal and dedicated players
since he first signed from local
amateurs Shaw Rhinos in 1999. His
elevation to the coaching staff was
richly deserved

GARETH BARBER: Now one of
the longer serving Oldham players,
local lad Barber began his rugby
league career at Warrington and
joined the Roughyeds in the early
days of the Mike Ford era. Basically
a stand-off, but also able to play at
hooker in the ‘new' game, Gareth has
played more than 100 senior games
for his home-town club. He holds the
club record for the most points in a
single match -- 26 from three tries
and seven goals in a 47-12 defeat of
Dewsbury at Hurst Cross in April,
2002

RICKY BIBEY: Former Wigan and
St Helens prop. Signed for Oldham
just before the start of the 2005
season. He has also had a spell on
loan at Leigh, for whom he played in
a National League first division grand
final. Aged 23, he has more than 50
Super League appearances behind
him and he has the rare distinction of
having won a Challenge Cup
winners' medal for Wigan against St
Helens and also for St Helens
against Wigan.

WILL COWELL: Somewhat
unlucky with injuries, yet this popular
Cumbrian -- a native of Whitehaven
and reared in rugby league at Kells -

has still played 60 senior

competitive games for the
Roughyeds after joining the club
from Warrington at the start of the
2002 season. He has scored a total
of 16 tries for Oldham, mainly from
the wing. Works hard from defence
in helping his pack to carry the ball
forward

GAVIN DODD: Favourite position,
full-back, but also able to play centre
and wing. Played mainly wing in the
last two seasons because of the
outstanding form at No 1 of Jon
Goddard. Strong runner, quick too
and capable of scoring tries from
deep Inside his own half. Made his
debut five years ago and has an
excellent try-scoring record -- 44 in
110 senior appearances

MARTIN ELSWOOD: Another
local lad, and yet another who came
'home' via a Super League club. Only
20, he signed for Huddersfield
Giants from Royton Tigers and is
now starting his second season with
the Oldham club that he and his
family have supported all their lives
Originally a centre, he is now a back-
row forward. A dislocated shoulder
restricted him to 21 senior games in
2004, but he is looking for better
luck,and more game time, in 2005.

CRAIG FARRIMOND: Aged 22,
Craig is a versatile player who can
operate equally well at hooker or
loose-forward. A Wiganer, he was
snapped up by Warrington as a
youngster and it was from the
Warriors that he joined Oldham for
the start of the 2004 season. Injury
restricted him to eight senior games
last season, but he hopes for better
luck in 2005 under a new coach and
with a new-look squad

TERE GLASSIE: The most
experienced of Oldham's three new
Cook Island internationals, 27-year-
old Tere has played all over the park
in his years in Australia. These days
he will operate mainly at prop or
second-row. Auckland-born, he has
lived in Australia for most of his life
and has played at various levels in
various competitions in New South
Wales. Recommended to Oldham by
ex-Kiwi Test star Kevin Iro after he
helped Cook Islands to a Pacific Cup
victory over NZ Maoris in the final of
the 2004 competition

JON GODDARD: Walked off with
all Oldham's major player-of-the-year
titles in 2004 after a brilliant season
Was also named as one of the LHF
Healthplan National League first
division's top three full-backs. Played
in 32 of Oldham's 33 games that
season and was man of the match
in many of them. A Castleford lad, he
signed originally for his hometown
club, but he joined Oldham three
seasons ago and he has never
looked back after being switched
from centre to his favourite No 1 job

ANDY GOREY: One of the
youngest members of the squad,
19-year-old Andy is still waiting for
his first-team debut. A scrum-half
who has also done well at full-back in
under-21s rugby, he too has been
unlucky with injuries. In fact, he was
due to be given a run in one or more
of the 2005 pre-season warm-up
matches until he badly gashed an
arm at work and ended up in a
micro-surgery unit at a Manchester
hospital. Now fighting back to full
fitness

SIMON HAUGHTON: Formerly
with Wigan Warriors and then Orrell
RU Club, Simon won many medals
and honours with the crack Wigan
side, often playing second-row
alongside Denis Betts and matching
Betts in the try-scoring charts. Joined
Oldham in mid-December, 2004 and
was certainly Mercer's highest-profile
capture. He played mainly in the
backs with Orrell, but Mercer plans
to use him as Wigan did - as a
wide-running second-row forward
with a thirst for tries.

JOHN HOUGH: A hooker, John is
unique in Roughyeds folklore. He
made local rugby league history in
early December, 1997 when he
signed for the newly-formed club as
a free agent from Warrington Wolves
to become the Roughyeds' first ever
signing. Since then he has been a
magnificent servant which was
rewarded in November, 2004 when
he was offered and accepted a
three-year contract to take him up to
retirement. He has played in 194
senior games for the Roughyeds —-
more than any other player.

ANDY ISHERWOOD: Another new
signing for 2005. Andy signed for

Wigan as a youngster before joining
Leigh and then moving back to
Super League with Widnes. An injury
on a pre-season trip to South Africa
put paid to his chances of
progressing at Widnes, but after a
long spell of recuperation he
bounced back with Leigh and helped
them to qualify for Super League in
2004. He opted to stay part-time in
2005 so Leigh's loss was Oldham's
gain. A rugged back-row forward.

NICK JOHNSON: An old-style
winger who loves to hug the
touchline, Oldham-born Nick played
in all 33 Oldham games in 2004 and
scored 26 tries to set a club record
for most tries in a season. Formerly
with Bradford, last season was his
first full campaign with the
Roughyeds and he got off to a flier
by scoring 15 tries in the first 13
games. In a purple patch last March
and April he scored ten tries in five
games against Warrington (cup),
Chorley, Rochdale twice and
Swinton.

JAMES KIRKLAND: Another 19
year old, James is a hooker who has
worked his way up through
Oldham's junior and senior academy
teams of the past three years. Pre-
season games apart, he made his
senior debut as a substitute in the
first Northern Rail Cup game of 2005
against Blackpool Panthers. Highly
thought of by coach Mercer.

CARLOS MATAORA: Another
Cook Islands international. Like Tere
Glassie and Dana Wilson, he played
in the Pacific Cup campaign for the
Cooks, who beat Tonga and Fiji on
their way to the final in which they
conquered the Maoris. Another
Kevin Iro recommendation, this 21
year old can play hooker, loose-
forward or half-back, a very versatile
performer of whom exciting things
are expected in2005.

DAMIAN MUNRO: Son of Geoff
Munro, who made a name for
himself with the old Oldham Bears
club as a high-scoring and strong-
running wing. Damian scored 32
tries for Leigh in 2003, mainly from
the wing, and proved to be one of
the most exciting finishers over
distance outside Super League. He
has come ‘home' to Oldham to play

essentially in the centre and there
are some who feel he could rival
Johnson this year in the race to
become the club's top try scorer.

DANNY NANYN: A 19-year-old
prop, pocket-battleship Danny has
burst on to the Oldham scene this
season and has impressed Mercer
with his all-action performances in
pre-season. He also won a man of
the match award on the opening day
of the season in the 22-20 win over
Blackpool. Younger brother of
Whitehaven points machine Mick
Nanyn, he is expected this year to
give Oldham's more experienced
and established props a good run for
their money when front-row places
are up for grabs

PAUL NORMAN: Back in his
younger days, Paul used to play for
the former Oldham club, mainly in
the 'A' team in those formative days
of his rugby league career. When
that club went into liquidation in
1997, he moved on to Leigh where
he had several good seasons and
became one of the most reliable
front-row forwards in the National
Leagues. He was happy to come
back to Oldham and has already
showed himself to be a 100 per
center. Mr Reliable, indeed

MARK ROBERTS: Mark
impressed at Oldham while on loan
from Warrington at the end of the
2004 season. The management, and
Mercer, had no hesitation in going for
him again for 2005, this time on a
more permanent basis. Like all the
other senior players, with the
exception of John Hough, he ison a
one-year contract. Mark proved his
value last year and he is expected to
have a good season in the back row
of the pack

ADAM SHARPLES: Another
young prop, Adam gave up a
promising future in swimming to
concentrate on rugby league. He
toured Fiji, Auckland and Australia
with NW Counties under-16s in 2001
and has come on in leaps and
bounds since, already possessing
more than ten senior outings
Dedicated, and a hard worker in the
gym and the training field, he is
currently battling back to fitness after
suffering a recurrence of a knee

injury in pre-season. A student of
sports science at Alsagar College,
Crewe.

SIMON SVABIC: Stand-off Simon
began his career with the old
Oldham club, moved on to Salford
and then Leigh and then came back
to Oldham for the start of the 2003
campaign. Now in his third year with
the club, he is a midfield tactician
with good hands, a rugby brain and
a kicking game.

MARTY TURNER: A 23-year-old
New Zealander, Marty is the club's
overseas quota player for 2005. He
will operate at scrum-half and will
have the additional responsibilities of
goalkicker. It will be his job to take
the team around the field. He has
played most of his rugby in Australia
and comes to Oldham on the
recommendation of his fellow Kiwi
and Widnes coach Frank Endacott
The tip was so strong that Mercer felt
he had no alternative but to unload
Aussie forward Dane Morgan to
make way for his playmaker on the
quota.

ALEX WILKINSON: Another
former Royton Tiger, Alex signed for
Bradford as a youngster and he has
a fair bit of Super League experience
under his belt, having played out on
loan for London Broncos and Hull
FC, for whom he later signed
permanently. Full time rugby and
physiotherapy studies at
Huddersfield didn't mix so he got his
release and signed for his home
town club, where his father used to
be the club doctor. Younger brother
also played for the Roughyeds until
injury put paid to his hopes of a
career in the sport

DANA WILSON: A 21 year old prop
from the southern hemisphere, Dana
was bomn in Auckland of a Cook
Islands mother and a Samoan father.
He played for the Marist club in
Auckland and then, last year, moved
to Australia to play for a club in the
Manly competition on the outskirts of
Sydney. He made a big impression
for the Cooks in the Pacific Cup and
the Cooks manager, Kevin Iro, felt he
was ready for the next stage of his
development — a trip to the UK to try
his hand with Oidham in the National
League.
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coach

www.coachways.co.uk

49 seater Executive Coaches
with Air Conditioning

Toilet
Video

A S e m Hot Drinks
o\ \ \ PA System
F

Low Step
Air Con

School Trips dce ring
(‘f)nliﬂ(’l.l!ﬂl 'l‘qurs 01706 712321
Airport Transfers = : i s
Clatmernie Events Fax 01706 632875

7 : " mail coachhire@coachways.co.uk
Weddings =
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Arien

Domestic Appliances

Arien Distribution Ltd
Arien House - John Street
Rochdale - OL16 2HP

01706 640561

www.arien.co.uk

Proud to support Rochdale Hornets

Appliances @ Service @ Repair




AMATEUR SCENE  (jpsecsrver o

As the new season gets underway a new feature for the
Hornets programme will be a link to the local amatuer scene.

Amatuer Rugby League is the lifeblood of the game. It develops the players we have all

come along to watch today, and gives children focus and direction when it is so easy for
them to make bad choices in life (like playing union).
A club which has been a good friend to Rochdale Hornets is Littleborough
Junior Rugby League Club.
They helped to promote the recent "Meet & Greet" night, have displayed posters
advertising Hornets games and played in our half time game feature.

They are a well run club which has just won several awards including the Rochdale
Community Sports Awards 2004 Coach of the year (MICK KEEGAN, STEVE BOSTOCK,
STE VEEVERS, DAVE WIDDUP & IVAN COUPE) Special recognition to sport
(CAROLE LOCKETT) Club of the year.

They even have their own website -
www.littleboroughijarlfc.co.uk

If you can help the club in any way or would like to play for one of the

many age groups, boys and girls, novice and experienced, all welcome,
contact the club through the following:-
CLUB SECRETARY : CAROLE LOCKETT
day : 01706-378348 * mobile : 07985590772 1
info@littleboroughijarlfc.co.uk

REGISTRATION SECRETARY : NICKY WIDDUP
reg@littleboroughijarlifc.co.uk

FIXTURES SECRETARY : CAROLE LOCKETT
fixtures@littleboroughijarifc.co.uk

d Oldham
Advertser 2

http://buy.at/rochdalehornets i oot o B il it o e

every pound spent here helps Rochdale Hornets.




HORNERS MG ROVER ROCHDALE
IN ASSOCIATION WITH ROCHDALE HORNETS...

-..OFFER YOU FANTASTIC DEALS ON NEW
OR USED VEHICLES AND SERVICING

2005 Roll Call

NAME P

SUB  TRIES DG GOAL

Chris Giles 3 0 1 0 0 4
'REDUCED INSURANCE COST FOR UNDER 21'S AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS! e
Mark McCully 3 0 0 0 4 8
BRAND NEW Richard Varkulis 3 oo fo o] o
05 05 REG _Cirs Cangbol s o [t [0 [0 |
SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION Lee Birdseye Y 2 1 0 0 7 14
ZR JohnBraddish = 3 0 1.1 0 3 10
/ __Andy Leathem 3 2 1 0O | 0 [0 | O
) Phil Cantillon 1 2 2 0 0 8
£rertte Gareth Price s | o1 |5 lala
% _ Gareth Pr S 3 [ o [ 1 o Jo |l a
3 PA.S., A.E.S, Half Leather,
EXCLUSNE 10 Big Bore Sports Exhaust, Lexus Bere i?gr:(es, ~ Per Month £235.21 = Andy GOI'SkI 3 07 3 — L= p.., 0 : 12 =
HORNERS ROCHD ALE Alloy Wheels, Electric Windows, Sports Suspensior, Deposit = %) Lee Doran 3 0 0 0 0 0
Central Locking, Rear Spoiler, Alam & | Amount of payments_ 41 o ’Ph" Farrell — = *’3‘ - 0 - *1’ —t— *0'" — *0*' - -
PRICED TO THRILL MGZR X7/0/7?¢ FROM e e — — : ~ 4
Total Amount P1yabl-i = - ;@ﬂg}_ ,ROdﬂey BOWkel' s 1 1 0 0 0 0 ~
£99 L L — Sam Butterwortn o [ 3|1 o o] a
Credit Facility Fee £90.00
. . Typical APR 13.8% e 0 | 2 | 0 | 0 10 0
WHEN THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE! _ Lee Hansen = 0 2 0o | o |0 0
$7REE INSURANCE CONTRIBUTION 1S COV[Q['E)I\El"\ng(EJRsl\:J_Bszch:Q,Té)zri?[(}}g.ﬂw»‘;:?[é\él\g{g‘t‘ESI(B\V?\::IXEELRESOO;‘%RES:JFS;?J[CT TO INSURERS TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Kﬂs Ratc"ffe ks i 0 2 : O 7”07 0 0
COLLECTION & c Rrssv WASH & L ngekmson 0 | 2 1 = a5 4
HORNERS DELIVERY SERVICE ARS VAC WITH Darren Robinson 0 1 0 0 0 0
OFFER YOU FROM HOME EVERY P ——— U ) JE ]
OR OFFICE ARRANGEMENT SERVICE MICk Grady oy L i 7497 b 177 7‘"07 A 0 7 0 ) , 0*
David Newton 1 1 0 0 0 0
SERVICIN DO YOU HAVE ANOTHER CAR Eol eyl ks pPTT ) i 0
SERVICING Ihaiigriiat A4 MIOT TEST  Dave McConnell 2 | oo |o o] o
FROM ———
FROM 6FURTHER £2 ~ Sean Conway ok 0 1 0o | 0 | 0 0
INC 10 /0 OFF ONLY David Cunliffe 0 1 0 0 0 0
VAT THE PRICE FOR SERVICE 'NC
ON A SECOND CAR VAT NORMAL PRICE £42-707

ABOVE OFFERS ONLY VALID ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT

CALL OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT TODAY! 01706 752800

HORNERS MOTOR GROUP

ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH ROCHDALE HORNETS

(ROCHDALE)

H

HORNERS
MOTOR GROUP

HORNERS MOTOR GROUP

Queensway, Rochdale (Only 3 minutes from Rochdale Centre)

Tel: 01706 752800

BLACKBURN BURNLEY

BURY

Visit our cars online at: www.hornersmotorgroup.co.uk

ECCLES

MANCHESTER

NELSON

ROCHDALE

&

ALPHA

PHOTOGRAPHY

=

PHOTOGRAPHER, VIDEOGRAPHER & MINI LAB

63 DALE ST, MILNROW, ROCHDALE. OL16 3NJ PH & FAX: 01706 642446 MOBILE; 07973 735570 c-mail andrew.h52@ukonline.co.uk

OPENING TIMES 9.30 - 5Spm CLOSED SUNDAY & TUESDAY
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SPONSOR YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYER FOR £250
CONTACT THE CLUB OFFICE FOR FURTHER DETAILS
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For More Information
Please Contact
Thwaites Brewery Free Trade Sales
on 01254 686868

THWAITES

Li

20

LAKE GARAGE (snithybridge) Ltd

» SMITHYBRIDGE ROAD, LITTLEBOROUGH, OL15 0BQ

TEL: 01706 378351
FAX: 01706 371867

-

vid Rushton

. Director , o

- poic




MERKETING

MARKETING MIX

Welcome back to Spotland Stadium for our first
competitive home game of the 2005 season.

| would like to welcome our visitors today especially representatives from Arien/Nardi our
new club sponsors.

We have maintained a partnership with British Millerain who are now one of our
Associate Sponsors for the next three years.

Today's Match sponsors are The Rochdale Observer and Oldham Advertiser.

Our Match Ball Sponsor Today is Colin Biddulph's Rossendale Engineering Ltd, we wish
Colin well for his move to new Premises on Kingsway West business Park.

Finally the club would like to thank lottery agent Terry Matthews from Syke, who has
been a pools/lottery agent for over 40 years. Eric Armitage will be making a special
presentation at half-time to Terry to thank him for all his hard work.

Enjoy the Game

TN

MATCH SPONSORS

ROCHDALE OBSERVER
AND THE OLDHAM ADVERTISER

_ MATCH BALL SPONSOR

ROSSENDALE ENGINEERING CO. LTD

Unit 1B, Kingsway West Business Park
Moss Bridge Road, Rochdale OL16 5LX

Tel: 01706 355054 + Fax: 01706 355055

Mark Norris

Building Services Ltd

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

LGS
[

* Refurbishment ¢ Structural * Renovation -
* Alterations °* Factories * Offices *
* Retail Properties * House Extensions -

0151 424 4010

Waterloo Road, Widnes WA8 0QJ

We specialise in commercial
& industrial contracts

# )
Stephen J Holt | @OV i3

B Sc Hons, FBCO
@@kval ol IN THIS SPACE
OPTICIAN SIGHTCARE

QUALIFIED OPTICIAN
pf—aht it A PRACTICE

CONTACT
THE CLUB

Dedicated to Family Eye Care

Choose from a Wide Range of Frames:
Budget, Designer and Sports Wear

Spectacle Accessories and Magnifiers
for Sale

OFFICE ON

01706
648004

Contact Lenses fitted by Experienced
Practitioner

NHS Eye Tests still Available

Our Friendly, Helpful Staff will be pleased
to give you information

Please call in for details

\216 Oldham Road, Rochdale - Tel: 33084j




Rughy Talk

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

union should have been settled. With the public courting of the Wigan and GB hero being
deeply flattering both to the individual and our game, it can only be down to whether or not
Andy fancies the challenge. And some challenge it promises to be.

No two people I've spoken to so far can agree on what Union position he should — or more
importantly could — play. One thing is for sure. If Farrell had been playing for England against
France at Twickenham, they would have landed between 12-18 points more from goalkicking
attempts than they did. But who's to say the ‘new boy™ wouldn't have been a liability elsewhere
around the paddock, cancelling out any merits of that famous and exceedingly trusty left boot?

That’s the 64 million-dollar question ... or at least the one million pound contract question in
this case. Will the switch work?

To doubt it is not to question Farrell’s inherent athletic qualities. It would be a brave man to say
*nay’ with total conviction. He might take to it like a duck to water. But it would be a far, far
braver man in my view to make the investment and roll the dice of sporting fate in the first place.

B Y THE time you read this the matter of Andrew Farrell's eyebrow-raising move to rugby

If this is the Yellow Brick Road that England coaches Phil Larder and Joe Lydon are leading their

boss along in the search for World Cup glory, then they really had better believe in the Wizard of
Oz. We're not in Kansas any more Toto. Or Wigan.

None of us wish to lose a giant of a figure like Farrell from our game, but | confess | would far
prefer to see him cross over than say Paul Sculthorpe or Kris Radlinski. and certainly moreso than
a Danny McGuire or Richard Horne.

With respect, League has had the very best out of Faz, and as a sporting ‘neutral” I think it would
be fascinating to witness how the experiment pans out. And no, | don’t slow down to gawp at
motorway accidents ... but as a Kid | did like to watch Frankenstein films.

Andy Robinson, Larder and Lydon seem intent on their own freakish experiment and for the
leading role they've picked one of our real-life heroes.

Frankenstein's was always a misunderstood monster. seeking acceptance and happiness, but
serving only to frighten and horrify. Therein lies my greatest misgiving — that Andy Farrell,
recognised only weeks ago as a true legend of Rugby League from both within and without the
code, could sacrifice that place in the British sporting conscience on nothing more than a whim.

I can’t see glory coming in any way, shape or form from within a crushingly mediocre outfit that
has masqueraded as an England rugby union team for the past 12 months and which is still on a
downward spiral. Its defence is hit and miss, its attack stiflingly ponderous — and those are the
good points. So let Twickenham find its own fall guys. One bad outing and I suspect the Union
media brigade, never needing much of a reason to turn on its cousins, would unload their bile on
our new man. And then the ‘challenge’ might not seem to have been such a good idea.

LEAGUE
WaaKLY

On sale every Monday
‘The Voice of Rugby League’

LANEBOTTOM CO-OP

FULL CARPET FITTING SERVICE
& HOUSE FURNISHERS

Beds - Mattresses * Electrical ltems
Suites * Dining Sets

Showroom available for viewing
* Plus much more °

OGDEN, NEWHEY, TEL: 01706 847097

CELEBRATING 150 GOLDEN YEARS OF BAKING
g/—- —

, olden y, gt
150 Golden Yea of Baking
— ‘. -
: L I; ’
1551 l 5 OT” 2001 s

ANNIVERSARY

Holland’s have 150 years’ experience of producing a quality
range of pies, puddings & pasties. As market leaders in the
north west of England within the fresh pie market and the

number three brand nationally in the frozen retail sector, we

have the experience and tradition that you can trust.

Holland’s Pies, Baxenden, Accrington, Lancashire, BB5 2SA.
Tel: 01706 213591 www.hollandspies.co.uk
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POWERGEN

Exclusive Energy Partner to the RFL

7 NRREEERIUD  proofers, Shrinkers, Dyers, Coaters & Finishers
league crazy:

| : British Millerain Company
We're mad about it too! . B
That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of lelted

the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills Sp eczalzst f abrzcs f or...
Zone for children to practice kicking, tackling, ;
passing and catching in a fun and safe way. faSthH

Welll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all over

the country so everyone can have the chance to CountrYSIde
get rugby crazy! :

rainwear
powergen.co.uk

—— — outdoor leisurewear

... are proud to support the

Rochdale Hornets

BELFIELD ROAD « ROCHDALE * LANCASHIRE « OL16 2XA
TEL: 01706 649242 FAX: 01706 527611
www.britishmillerain.com




Function Room
Weddings ¢ Birthdays * Christenings
Buffets from £4.95 per head.

Traditional Carvery Restaurant
£7.92 per head Weds - Sunday

Contact: Birchinley Manor
Tel: 01706 644484 Fax: 01706 632700
www.birchinleymanor.com
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With an LHF Healthplan you’ll get money
back towards the costs of the following
treatments:

« Eye tests, glasses and contact lenses

« Dental check-ups, fillings and treatments
« Physiotherapy, day surgery, hospital stays
» Plus much more for only £2.73 a week.

Join now to receive a8 free official

National League cap
Just quote ref: D-RFL/CAP

Call 084

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

healtiplavs rrry |

LHF Heaithplan, Riverside House, 7 Canal Wharf, Leeds, LS11 SWA,

LHF is a trading division of HSA Group Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. HSA is registered and
incorporated in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee. Its office is at Hambleden House, Waterloo Court, Andover,
Hampshire, SP10 1LQ, registered no. 183035. We may record or monitor telephone calls to help improve our service and protect our members



WIN

MEGABUCKS EACH WEEK

WIN UP TO £3,000
Join Today!!
‘A thrilling experience watching your
horses race to the post on TV.

RECENT WINNERS

15 Winning Trebles receive £33.33 each = £500 Agent
2442 T Campbell, Osborne Street, Rochdale Alan
3442 Mrs Watson, Waingap Drive, Syke T Matthew
4442 T Bartley, Willowmead Way, Norden R Armitage
5442 C J Fearon, Summit, Littieborough Summit Post Office
9042 L Rogers, Newhey Road, Milnrow A Kershaw
9242 S Kay, Spring Close, Ramsbottom D Whaley
9342 E Heywood, Highwood, Norden L Banhem
9402 B Knighton, St Peter's Street, Rochdale Mr Nazir
9422 P Hopkins, Lichfield Terrace, Rochdale Alan
9432 R Whipp, Meadow View, Cutgate R Whipp
9441 A Jones, Marland HIll Road, Sudden J Molloy
9445 A Pickup, Birch Road, Rochdale A Kershaw
9448 P Rayner, Oldham Road, Middleton M Lindley
9449 C Hopper, Leander Drive, Castleton J Molloy
9472 D Vining, Beechwood, Littleborough Office

Your Club Needs Your Support
Contact Eric at the Club on

01706 648004

wilh GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
DAY OF THE UNDERDOG

IF the opening weekend of the Northern Rail
Cup proved anything, it's that National League
Two clubs cannot be underestimated in this
competition.

Three NL2 sides stunned their higher division
counterparts with shock wins, and several
others went close.

Arguably the result of the day came at
Derwent Park, where Workington Town
shocked their Super League-chasing
neighbours Whitehaven with a superb 28-8
win.

New Zealander John Tuimaualuga led a
mighty pack effort to ensure Town earned the
bragging rights in West Cumbria - for a few
weeks at least. The teams clash again at the
Recreation Ground on Good Friday.

Gateshead Thunder also recorded an
incredible win, defeating NL1 side Barrow
Raiders at Craven Park 35-28.

New coach Dean Thomas has put together a
new-look, cosmopolitan team of players that
most would have expected needed time to gel.
But in their first competitive outing, and with
Australian hooker John Tomes outstanding,
they got their season off to the best possible
start.

Completing a trio of shocks were Swinton,
who put paid to Rochdale Hornets 20-14 at
Park Lane.

UE TALK

The Lions have recruited shrewdly in the off-
season, with one of their signings Lee Marsh
integral to their win.

Two other NL2 sides came within a whisker of
beating higher division opponents.

Blackpool Panthers almost marked their first
match with a win at Oldham, before Gavin
Dodd’s late tried edged it for the Roughyeds.

And only a last ditch Paul Mansson drop goal
prevented Keighley Cougars from snatching at
least a point against Hull KR.

Others will have seen Sheffield Eagles’ win
over highly-fancied Dewsbury and Batley’s
narrow victory against Doncaster as surprises,
while Hunslet can take heart from a spirited
display against Featherstone.

Only London Skolars (at home to Halifax) and
York City Knights (at Castleford) were well
beaten.

Competition favourites Castleford were
hugely impressive against the Knights, and
certainly laid down a marker for coming
weeks.

And what about the crowd at the Jungle?
Almost 6,000 people flocked to see the Tigers,
which is hugely encouraging.

Last weekend provided a great start for the
Northern Rail Cup, and the action promises to
get even better in coming weeks.

A full report of today’s game will appear in the ‘Rugby Leaguer & League Express’ on Monday.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

773

==

-.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrugbyleague.com




») DA P PO R A PR Pl A ATIONA A 0
DA OPPO |
Law Cup Home | 1500 | 24-8 | W | 1404
Friendly Away 15.00 | 18-50 W | 518
NorthernRail Cup | Away 15.00 | 20-14 L 685
Northern Rail Cup Home | 1500 |
Northern Rail Cup Away 15.00 —
Northern Rail Cup Home 15.00
Powergen TBA TBA
Challenge Cup
Northern Rail Cup Home 15.00
Northern Rail Cup Away 1500 |
LHF Healthplan National League One |  Home 19.30 L
Powergen TBA TBA
Challenge Cup (-
LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away | 1530 | =
LHF Healthplan National Leagque One |  Away 15.00 i
LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 N
Northern Rail Cup TBA TBA
Powergen TBA TBA
Challenge Cup ~
LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away 15.00 s
| LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 | -
Northern Rail Cup TBA TBA
~ LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away 15.00 e
LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 |
Northern Rail Cup TBA TBA
26/06/05 Powergen TBA TBA
— ' T Challenge Cup s ey Bl
26/06/05 1 aven LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away | 15.00 g
03/07/05__ Batley Bulldogs LHF Healthplan National League One | Away | 1500 [ |
LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 | |
Northern Rail Cup TBA TBA
LHF Healthplan National League One |  Home | 15.00 |
Powergen TBA TBA
= Challenge Cup ] |
31/07/05 LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away 1500
07/08/05 ierstone ROVErS LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 | /.
14/08/05  Oldham LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 i
21/08/05 er Dragon LHF Healthplan National League One |  Away 15.00 i I3
27/08/05 Powergen TBA TBA
_— Chalienge Cup (| | [
04/09/05 1 LHF Healthpian National League One | Away | 15.00
11/09/05  LHF Healthplan National League One | Home | 15.00 = [
LHF Healthplan National League One | TBA 15.00
e S R =i
LHF Healthplan National League One | TBA 15.00
& Two — et}
LHF Healthplan National League One TBA 15.00
-  Offs & Two
08/10/05 ALTHPLAN LHF Healthpian National League One | TBA 15.00

NL1 & 2 Grand Fina &Two

Creative Solutions
Consultancy Services

to the Logistics and Distribution sector

4 [ SDGREENSTONE

® 4-wall distribution centre system
solutions provider.

@ Consultants and materials handling
system integrators.

@ Provider of complete logistics and
supply-chain optimisation:

8. Receiving, Storage, Replenishing,

Picking, Sortation, Consolidation,

e — (_
% > 5~ Pac , Accumulation, Shipping...
B, kaging ipping
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=3
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Conveying ldeas and Merchandise

11 Jarman Way, Orchard Road, Royston, Herts SG8 5HW. UK.

Telephone: +44(0)1763 244299

Fax: +44(0)1763 248088 sales@sdigreenstone.com www.sdigreenstone.com




