OLDHAM RLFC OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME

ROUGHVYEDS

V SWINTON LIONS
OLDHAM Vv SWINTON
RLEC VY "LioNs
Gavin Dodd § | § Wayne English

Stuart Oldham
ee Patterson
ob Russell

Damien Munro
Alex Wilkinson
Nick Johnso
Simon Svabi
Marty Turne

3

Paul Norma
John Houg Paul Southern

Ricky Bibe
Simon Haughto

Martin Elswoo

es Rogers

Q.

an Sinfield
ee Marsh
Warren Ayres
en Cramant

Craig Farrimon
Tere Glassi
Carlos Mataor
Danny Nany
Gareth Barbe
Will Cowell
James Kirkland
Mark Roberts
Dana Wilson

Marlon Billy
Mick Coates
Phil Joseph

oo

an Hodson
Rob Whittaker

-

AR

REFEREE: Colin Morris
TOUCH JUDGES: S Williams, G Evans
4TH OFFICIAL: N Price

Team Sponsor

Designed & produced by Diji Group 0870 333 999 4

W/ 35, Northern Rail cup | SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 2005
7 ¥ Twucev teacue | KICK OFF 3.00pm

OLDHAM RLFC OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME  Price £2.00

HOUGHTEDS

f %

BOUNDARY PARK
Matich Sponso

THE

As lan Sees It o

=t thgFstart of the New

]
-]
3
‘.
™

Special Feature

RICKY BIBEY

A 100K at the new club captain - Page 17

" % Northern Rait cup | SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 2005
~ __wvesy teacue — | KICK OFF 3.00pm




Together
a winning
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Oldham Council

is proud of its

¥ association with
Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.
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ROVGHYEDS

RICKY BIBEY
The Roughyeds

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer

ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord

COMMERCIAL MANAGER Sam Hague

KIT MAN Paul Hulbert
PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74

Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

this matchday magazine do not
those of the management and statf of
dham RLFC (1997) Ltd

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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Club Records - 1998-2004

The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking at the issues of Cup games
From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks for leadership as a team

As lan Sees It A look at the start of the season

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

From The Pen Of Michael Turner

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today's Opponents Pen pics for Swinton Lions

Team Profile A profile of Ricky Bibey

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
On This Day Don Yates looks back to March 6th yesteryear
£10,000 Super Draw And the winner is

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

National League Talk Summer rughy? By GARETH WALKER

Fixtures & Sponsors

Today’s Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Ned Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001

at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 26th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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Todays game takes on added significance given our poor showing
last week against the same opponents.

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 | |jui,n "

01616330074 | .. =

There is no doubt that we underperformed but this is certainly
not the time for total doom and gloom and everybody involved
at the club knows how much work has gone in this week by

fel: 0161 646 5614
e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk
web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

everybody concerned to try to make sure that we do not get a

repeat today or indeed again this season.

The massive turnaround in personnel from last year
was always going to make things that bit harder this
time around but every player signed on at the club is
under no illusions about what we and they expect
and in faimess to them there has been no attempt to
hide which says something about their character.

What was perhaps most disappointing about last
Sunday was the way we played after the first fifteen
minutes when we looked in total control of the game,
One thing is for sure it proved we can play well and |
am confident in our ability to bounce back from that.

Most of you will already be aware by now of the
Powergen Challenge Cup draw which sees us paired
with Sharlston Rovers who we beat in round four last
time. The main difference this time around being that
we will play away at Featherstone Rovers ground.
There is no doubt that it will also be a tough game
but the cup provides the chance of a dream for
players, supporters and even Directors and can be a
money spinner for clubs if granted a good draw so
we need to make the most of the opportunity.

It is interesting to note just how many of the National
League clubs have been drawn away this year and |
am sure there will be an upset somewhere along the
line although it is interesting to see that several of the

amateur clubs are struggling to find appropriate
venues for a variety of reasons including our own two
amateur teams Waterhead and St. Annes who have
deemed the cost of playing at Boundary Park too
expensive. What will happen in respect of those two
ties will be interesting but | am aware that the RFL are
facing similar ground "problems" with other clubs and
it may well lead to a rethink as to what happens at the
third round next year. Oldham have been supporters
of the chance for amateur teams to play at home
against professional opposition, which was suitably
demonstrated by our hosts next Friday, Sharlston,
when beating Dewsbury at Post Office Road last year
in front of over 3000 people. It would be sad to see
that chance taken away.

Back to today's game and | hope that you will get
behind the lads and give them as much
encouragement as possible and in return we can
give you a win.

As ever thank you for your support and enjoy the
game.

Chris Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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otalplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




From The Touchline

with Gary Mercer

) I . " barnstorming performance and must be looking
Ironically the first ten minutes went according to plan, we played g N\
as a unil and scored two good tries on both flanks. At that point mg;’ it ;“‘;’(;'erf:'”' league ok % goes Dan ny Gareth
we should have come together as a team and been i S‘xng “ t 3"9 everg' '"‘em;(’" of putting a Na nyn Ba rbe r
WITH GARY MERCER determined to finish them off for good. Make no mistake this :ﬁgﬂ&n i present 3 match undefeated run this
was achievable; mentally at this point we had them just where 3 Black i
we needed them. But, as we all now know this wasn't to be, we I don't believe in any coaches column being all doom m
As the questions for this \ 5 relaxed and were sloppy and paid the penalty. and gloom so can | end by saying that | thought 13.02.2
in_my opinion been aary This is what we must work on this week- to be more clinical and Gareth Barber surpassed himself last weekend and -02.2005 27.02.2005
column ne of the put sides fike that away whilst we had the advantage. If we had showed the spirit on the field | am looking for from 16
( > we hav ' have done | have absolutely no doubt that we would easily have others. He piayed the full 80 minutes, 30 in his new Tackl 6 T
: tion of hooke f ACKIES ... 2 ackles...........ccvvennnns
won the match with a 20 + advantage. | must work on the POSAION rand the other fity at centre on both
) mental aspect of our play. In every game there will be tough flanks and at all times showed his presence. His (07-1141- 1 19 Missed tackles.............1
Ultimate Roughyed asked patches and players must leam that this is when they must work performance was credt to him and | hope other
Gary ple ve 0 your style the hardest and get through these periods without conceding playershwﬂ: follow his lead. This was the kind of Average gain ......4.5m Positive kicks ..............4
of OWERYE ° 2 points. Let's give Swinton their due they had a terrible start and leadership | was talking about in the first paragraph. Missed Tackl 0 loer liraai 4
maximise the potential of the playing squad? yet got on top and then capitalised on the negative state we A regular feature in my column will be to share the B8 iisisis B8N DI€AKS....rvvornser
had got ourselves into, and believe me we were in a definite stats of leading players in previous matches and on
Gary replied tive stale and very, very di nting the right you will see the stats of Danny Nanyn at Total metres made ..78 Total metres made ...25m
2 o ega ; ° Blackpool and Gareth Barber at Swinton, Hit Ups 5
As a coach | need to have leaders on the field and when | go to / PS .
Monday night's training session this will be the first thing | will be _ Gary

asking for. Leadership is not just down to the captain it is
impossible for one man to carry this responsibility it requires a

joint effort and this is what | shall be seeking. Can | say that | fully c
understand and accept that the fans will be very upset and Lan S d Own e Secondhand tiles and slates

disappointed with performances like that last weekend and it is bou g ht and sold
my job to turn the situation around

~“'“]; he key pos : X The weather has not helped us, as | have been unable to get ROOfi ng Demolition work undertaken

7 the players on grass for any length of time. Anyone could see
Last we were disjointed and disorganised- this is because of a lack

of teamwork on a park in training. This is no excuse, however, A” matenals Car elther be

because although it didn't help this wasn't the major collected or delivered

£ contributing factor to the performance; the be all and end all & Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Gary replied , , was a total lack of enthusiasm on the field and a lacklustre u I e S y T
; e Ao ) performance that was totally unacceptable. It is my job to - Night 0161 633 4252
‘ o i i s change this attitude and you can rest assured there will be no ST atOr S i
) ' : m r lack of effort on my part in achieving this. The biggest posiive, Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

in my opinion, is that today we face those self same opponents
| have had 7 days to tumn the situation around. We must leamn to
defend and have pride in our line.

Bos Man asked AN
Recently Oldham ¢ more injuries a As you will probably have read Andy Isherwood has been > PI
training than during gar This had ¢ forced to retire with back problems. It is always sad when such '_v ~
major impaclt on our performan a young and promising player has to give up the game he i
¢ 1 to be the result of full X loves. But there is a life outside of rugby and with a young wife
t training Whalt is your policy and family he must put them first. | wish him all the best for the

g jard? future. | know the next question will be are we replacing him? | Loca’ly manufaclured hydrau’ic equipmen’ for

answer you with the statement | have used all season so far, We

A alietls ookt Tor Loy EAsers arvd it GO Ak the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

within our budget we will be interested and do all we can to

s Ww.pilgrim-international.co.uk
Finally can | weicome Paul Kidd and his team to Boundary L.‘ L [ ] ]
Park? They were a credit to him last weekend and they put on r hiig,

elC i 785 7700
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Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com
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Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website

www.talking-rugby.co.uk

14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

PACKAGING LIMITED

12338

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000

WARSTEINER
% y
() Imported German Beer

Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League
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What a fantastic first weekend of the new season! The total attendance
was 83,000, for a start ; regular readers will be familiar with my calculation of a
long-term average of 55,000. Then there were several genuine shock results -
Wakefield, at Odsal, take pride of place, but also London (over Warrington),
Gateshead (at Barrow), Swinton (v Rochdale) and Workington (at home to
Whitehaven, with over 3,000 in attendance).

And creditable defeats too for Salford (at Wigan),
Keighley (v Hull K.R., by just one point) and, of course,
Blackpool ! The RFL authorities couldn't have asked for
much more, and early prospects of another increase in
competitiveness in each of the three divisions of the
professional game cannot be anything but a positive

The only negative, as far as | am concerned, was the
sound of whining which came from Leigh. After the
thrashing they received at the hands of Huddersfield,
Darren Abram was already moaning about not getting a
fair crack of the whip from the ref. - and this in just the
first match of the season! Leigh really were awful, in all
aspects of their play, not only their indiscipline
| suspect that they were lucky to get away with a mere
9-14 penalty count deficit, in fact - and this against a
Huddersfield side who conceded far more penalties
than any other side in"Super League in 2004. If you
recall our game here against Leigh last May, they were
constantly niggling and sledging - successfully getting
two of our players to retaliate and get sent off, but still
losing the penalty count 5-10. But they will find that
similar tactics against less naive Super League players
will be much less successful. Unless the whole club
changes its attitude, | can envisage lots of thrashings, a
whole season of self-pitying whinges and well-
deserved early relegation

It is always interesting to follow the careers of former
Oldham players after they have moved on, so | perused
the teamsheets for the opening weekend of the season
and found no fewer than 32 of our ex-players scattered
around 15 sides. Half were playing for NL1 sides, with 6
at Rochdale, 5 at Batley and 3 at Whitehaven; 13 were
with NL2 clubs, the most being 6 with Swinton; and 3
were in Super League - Paul Deacon, Shayne
McMenemy and Barrie Mac. Quite a few got big
write-ups in League Express for their performances, too
- in particular Lee Marsh at Swinton, Francis Maloney for
Dewsbury, Simon Knox at Barrow and Neil Roden and
Martin McLoughlin at Batley.

It is always interesting to observe the reception which
crowds give to former players when they return home. In
contrast to soccer, where universal bile and hatred
seems always to be the order of the day, very often in
such situations in RL there are displays of genuine
affection. Cleggy, for example, couldn’t complain at the
reception he received here when he returned with
Keighley last year - and quite right too. | am not sure the
same is likely to be the case for Swinton's returners
loday, but | shall be interested to see how we welcome
Neil Roden and Martin McLoughlin when Batley come in
August. Like Cleggy, they were both wholehearted triers
whenever they turned out for us, which seems to me to
be the crucial criterion - so | hope we give them what |
might perhaps still be allowed to term a true
Watersheddings welcome.

lan Wilson

Moo
Otonam CHamBER

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 10L
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Amid all the euphoria of record attendances and superb end
of season play-off games and internationals am | the only
person to ask why we could not fill the City of Manchester
Stadium for the first G.B. v. Australia Tri-Nations Test?

Despite the positives | do seem to remember a full
house 80,000 plus crowd at Wembley in 1994, Still
some way to go then

And amid all the hard sell for the return of Blackpool as
a desirable venue - rugby league by the seaside, ideal
for a weekend away etc. - | find that Oldham's game
against the Panthers will be staged in Preston. So that's
my weekend away gone then! And are Blackpool
people supposed to develop a regular habit of
watching the new club when some of it's early fixtures
are transferred out of town? We know all about that
here in Oldham and the response is certainly not
positive.

And another potential gripe (which in fact turned out to
my advantage). The inefficiency of the RFL. and
Ticket-master meant | couldn't get tickets for the Elland
Road Tri-Nations Grand Final despite the respective
websites saying tickets were available. As it happens
thanks a lot, you saved me about £100 for the two of
us. Instead we suffered at home like thousands more.

And talking of suffering, the game against Swinton at
Park Lane last Sunday was a disaster. The only good
thing is that today brings an early opportunity to set the
record straight. But make no mistake Swinton are a well
organized side with plenty of ability and the Roughyeds

Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Lid.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

will have their hands full. A big contingent of ex-Oldham
players will be looking to rub our noses in it. Here's to
instant retribution instead

Yet another little whinge. Can anyone tell me why
promotion to Super League and to N.L.1 are decided
differently? It amuses me that the apparent N.L.2 play-
off was won by an N.L.1 team. And just how many
times do Halifax have to beat York to stay in N.L.17
Meanwhile a clearly inadequate Barrow are pre-season
favourites to go straight back down

However, all that said, the 2005 season has got off to a
great start, In Super League Wakefield had two terrific
results before the wheels came off at London last week.
And seeing Bradford Bulls next to the bottom of the
league - and that by only one point scoring difference -
was wonderful. Pity Wigan couldn't hang on to a lead to
keep them there.

Meanwhile, in the Northen Rail Cup there have been
some real ‘'surprises’. Swinton have turned over
Rochdale and Oldham from a higher division to bring
some much needed cheer to Lions' fans. Similarly,
lower division Dewsbury beat higher division Batley
while Gateshead and Workington overturned N.L.1
Barrow. And in the big local derby Workington not only
defeated Super League pretenders Whitehaven but did
it by a big margin in front of over 3000 spectators

The cause of these upsets has much to do with the
quality of recruitment and coaching but many pundits
are pointing out that the salary cap regulations are
beginning to bite resulting in a more even spread of
talent and a levelling up of standards such that results
are less and less predictable. Apart from bringing
cheer to the Bookies that can only be good news for
the fans who at long last can go to a match uncertain
of the outcome and guaranteed real excitement. That
also means not underestimating the likes of Blackpool
who showed at Boundary Park they are a team to be
reckoned with. Long may it continue

P For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who
)j. have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.
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MICHAEL TURNER

Lions and Roughyeds and Bears ... Oh My!

I'm sure that elsewhere in this programme there will be much
made of the ex-Roughyeds presence in the current Swinton
squad. So | will look back into the mists of time and recall some
of the more notable players who have represented both clubs.

Back al the end of the 1920's prop or second row
forward, Harry Entwistle joined the Roughyeds after
ing part of the Swinton four cup winning squad of

6. He played 91 malches for Oldham between

929 and 1933. Moving on to 1949 and in January of
that year Oldham made a fine capture from the Lions
when they acquired wingman Joe Warham. Joe topped
the Oldham try scoring charts in 49/50, 50/51 and 51/52
when he regis d his best haul of 25 touchdowns. He
went on to ¢ h at Rochdale and served for many

years as a director at Leeds

There is no doubt that Peter Smethurst was one of the
most popular players ever to pull on the red and white
hooped shirt of Oldham. Always giving 100% effort, his
trade mark cheeky grin when emerging from the most
robust of tackles ed to both delight and infunate the

supporters depending upon their allegiance. When he

-

P>

Joe Warham

signed from the Lions in September 1961 it was as a
second row forward. However, he also proved to be a
very effective centre particularly when parnering the fleet
looted Trevor Simms in the mid 1960s. Pelter played 190
games lor the Roughyeds which yielded him 39 tries and
lwo goals

Another major caplure was that of winger or full back
Derek Whitehead in 1968. A talented player and a fine
goalkicker, Derek played just one year with the club
before the “cash-strapped” Roughyeds were forced to
sell him on to Warrington

In more recent years supporters of both clubs will
probably remember Da Nicholson, Alan Taylor and
Green Vigo from the 1980s and from the era of the
t ", Scott Ranson and Paul Topping

Peter Smethurst

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W speedyhire Zo ik Visit the new website of Oldham RL Heritage Trust. www.orl-heritagetrust.org.uk

The start of what will be a vibrant and exciting site.




As | have a feeling there will be several mentions of
last weekend’s match | don’t intend to replicate this other
than to say don’t worry too much | am sure there are better

things to come.

Let's get all the bad news out of the way straight away
and can | on behalf of all our fans wish Andy Isherwood
all the best. | think he showed us in pre season what he
was capable of but unfortunately his career has been
cut drastically short. We wish him and his young
family all the very best for the future.

Next can | pass on the thanks of our Chairman,
Christopher Hamilton and his partner Gillian for the
generosity of supporters at last week's game against
Swinton? The bucket collection for BREAKTHROUGH
BREAST CANCER raised £285. Thanks also go to the
Directors and staff at Swinton for deciding to hold the
collection for Oldham RLFC's Charity.

OLDHAM RLFC PREDICTION COMPETITION
LHF HEATTHPLAN NATIONAL LEAGUE 1

This is a brand new prediction league exclusive to all
fans and friends of the Roughyeds.

Al entries must be in by Thursday March 24 in
conjunction with the start of the season.

Details should be enclosed in this programme along
with application forms.

If there is sufficient interest the prizes will be well worth
winning (see enclosed leaflet).

Entry will be £20 and the League season will be split
into two. The first set of selections will be for rounds 1
to 9 and the second half for rounds 10 to 18. This will

enable you to take into account the form teams after
the first 9 games

To me it all sounds like a bit of fun that will be reported
on regularly in this column in the programme. | shall
not only be mentioning the leaders but also those at
the bottom who are not doing so well. In fact | am
trying to get the organisers to include a booby prize
(How about a season ticket for Hormnets next year!!?7?)

Please support this new venture and if you have any
other ideas don't hesitate to let us know.

NM

A GREAT DAY OUT

Why not join us on Good Friday 25th March 2005 3 pm kick off
OLDHAM V ROCHDALE HORNETS

*pre match 4 course meal with wine in the sponsors suite*
*match day program*
*latest team news bulletin*

*watch game in one of our luxurious, heated executive rooms THE ROOM WITH A VIEW*
*mix with the players and officials after the game for the after match presentations*
*private pay bar*

Be wined and dined in style and have a relaxing and exciting day out for a fully inclusive price of
only £35.00 (£60.00 for 2) [Season Ticket holders £25 (£40 for 2)]

PLEASE CONTACT SAM HAGUE ON 0161 628 3677

_'.?-r:l;?f'!rfiva'lfled coverage of Roughyeds and
- Oldham amateur rugby league.
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Proud supporters of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Ch ronicle

S S 172 Union Street ,Oldham. CQ*
Bringing you Telphone :0161 633 2121

the News First ; X
S email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk \ )

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk
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VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE OF OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST. WWW.ORL-HERITA /GETRUST.ORG.UK THE START OF WHAT WILL BE A VIBRANT AND EXCITING SITE.
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With Brian Walker

Award-winning Leeds based
photographer Andrew Varley
has become a behind the lens
legend, regularly crossing
the international dateline to
record matches wherever
rugby league is played. Rugby
League in Focus is a 148-page
album, presenting 225 of
his favourite  photographs
published to celebrate 25 years
in the game. It is a showcase of
professionally presented shots
from the quirky through to the
perfectly timed action picture.

I've selected one from the quirky
drawer capturing former Oldham and
Great Britain forward and latest
addition to the Roughyeds backroom
staff, David Hobbs, along with current
Bradford Bulls and Great Britain
coach, Brian Noble holding aloft Miss
Rugby League prior to the 1984 tour.

Priced at £14-99 from Ottakars
and Sportspages or on-line at
www.yfppublishing.com at the
introductory price of £9-99 plus pp

ISBN 09545333-1-3

.

Give it to Kelly!

i

P Rughy League Saga

John D. Yose
Forcwwed by Joke Emy

R

and PETER SMITH

This 154 page illustrated novel
is normally £8-95 but available
(inc pp) direct from London
Publications at a special price
for programme readers of £5.
Send a cheque made out to
LLondon Publications at PO. Box
10441, London E14 OSB.

ISBN 1-903659-11-6

suspension, been the subject
of a diplomatic incident
between Great Britain and
Australia, hit the headlines for a
run-in with the police and was
locked-up for playing rugby in
France when he should have
been appearing in court in
England. All these stories-and
more-are true. But they aren't
the whole truth--'

I've heard nothing but good
reports from many Oldhamers
who have already bought the
book so if you haven't read a
copy get one before it goes out
of print!!

£17-99 from Ottakars or
W.H. Smiths.

ISBN 0-283-07376-4




TO0AY'S OFFONENTS

Swinton Lions

Warren Ayres halfback/hooker - Played Super League for
Salford, also tumned out for Oldham and Rochdale. Played at
hooker during Peter Cannon's enforced absence at the end of last
season

Marlon Billy winger - Former fans favourite here but moved on
after two years in 2000. Went on to match Rochdale’s tries in a
malch record and last year topped Doncaster's try scoring chart
Turned down other offers to come back to Swinton

Mick Coates Stand Off - Came on loan from Leigh early last
season and became an influential playmaker as the season
progressed. After an imgressive year the club offered him a
contract for 2005

Andrew Crabtree hooker - 21 years old who has played with
both Wigan's and Warrington's Academy. Toured Australia with the
Greal Britain Academy and was a winner with Wigan in 2003 of the
Senior Academy Grand Final.

Wayne English Full Back - Highly rated, excels on both attack
and defence. Came through the Academy under John Prince, and
is now the clubs longest serving player. Player of the year for the
past two seasons

Lee Gardner prop forward - Played with Danny Heaton in
Warrington's Academy. Signed for Swinton towards the end of last
season, scored his first try for the club in the win over the Skolars

Neil Hayden half back - local lad, had a spell with Swinton
under Tony Humphries, has also played at Salford and Widnes
Enjoyed a run at the end of last season due to Paul Ashton's back
injury.

Danny Heaton prop/second row - Signed from Warrington
Became an instant hit with the supporters with his no-nonsense
running. Unfortunately missed the majority of last season through
injury but is now back and straight into the starting line-up

lan Hodson back row - Made his mark for Chorley in NL2 two
years ago. A consistent performer throughout the whole of last
season and a mainstay in the pack. Played his amateur rugby for
Leigh Miners.

Chris Irwin wing/fullback - Signed from Rochdale, also had
spells with Leigh and Oldham. Local lad, who lives in Swinton,
played his Amateur rugby for Eccles. Had a long run on the left
wing last season but currently being kept out by Marion Billy.

Phil Joseph hooker/loose forward - Played in the majority of
Huddersfield Super League games last year. Signed for Swinton
for the chance of more first team Rugby. Already looking a class
act in victories over NL1 clubs Rochdale and Olkdham.

Dave Llewellyn centre - ex Salford academy, enjoyed a good
run at right centre in the second half of last season. A shoulder
injury s keeping him out action at the beginning of this season

Lee Marsh loose forward - Started his career with Salford
belore moving on to Oldham. Already proving an excellent signing
for the Lions, took the man of the match award on his debut in the
win over Rochdale

Chris Maye centre - Signed for Swinton from St Helens. Had a
spell on loan at Halifax where he played Super League. Chris has
plenty of pace which he used 10 great effect last season where he
finished top try scorer. Also an Irish international.

Stuart Oldham winger - Took the place of long-serving winger
Jason Roach, but already won the fans over with a seventy metre
try in the pre-season friendly at the Willows, leaving his Super
League rival chasing shadows

Safraz Patel Half Back/Hooker - Impressed at the end of the
2003 season during a loan spell. Made the majority of his
appearances last season coming on as an impact player from the
bench. Always gives one hundred percent. Previous spells at
Leigh and Chorley.

Lee Patterson full back/centre - Aways noticed by the
Swinton fans in their malches with Chorley over the passed couple
of years and they were pleased 1o see him come to Swinton when
the future of Chorley was uncertain. Played most of his Rugby at
full-back but is playing right centre due 1o the injury of Dave
Llewellyn

Wes Rogers prop forward - in his second spell with the club
Signed for Swinton from Widnes then went on o further spells with
Oldham and Rochdale. Had a spell on loan with the Lions during
2003, then signed on for 2004.

Rob Russell centre/second row — Now in his fifth season with
the Lions. Utility player who can play in most positions on the park
Missed the first half of last season with an ankle injury, but has
some noteworthy performances since his comeback.

lan Sinfield second row/ utility forward - Signed for the Lions
from Keighley, played a big part for Keighley in their promotion
winning side two years ago. One of Swinton's most consistent
performers last season winning the Johnny Stopford Memorial
Man of Steel trophy.

Phil Southern prop - Played Super League with Salford and
also while on-loan at St. Helens. Moved on to Rochdale, then
Oldham before coming back to his roots at Swinton. Played his
amateur Rugby with Folly Lane

Hugh Thorpe Centre/Wing - Ex Student international, began
at Swinton in the centres, but moved to the wing in 2003, Now in
his fourth season with the Lions with over fifty appearance under
his beit

Steve Warburton centre - Made a handful of appearances last
season but work commitments are keeping him out for the first
couple of months of the new season. Previously with Woolston,
has also played for the Warrington Academy.

lan Watson scrum half - Former Swinton ball boy who
previously had a spell with the club when at Gigg Lane. Excellent
playmaker during spells at a host of North West clubs. The current
Welsh international signed a two year deal after leaving Oldham in
the close season

Rob Whittaker prop/second row - Highly rated amateur
played most of his amateur rugby for Spotland Rangers and
Milnrow. Played for Chorley Lynx under Greame West. Another
player utilised by Paul Kidd to come off the bench and use his
strong running to overpower tired defences.

Player Profile

RICKY BIBE
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FIRST up in a new series on ¥
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Roughyeds players in 2005 is a “ W
look at newly-appointed club i N
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captain Ricky Bibey. _ '
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There was probably no one more
surprised than Ricky when coach
Gary Mercer invited him to wear
the captain's arm band.

academy ranks and on into the Super League
squad.
Cont over...




Player Profile

RICKY BIBEY

Ricky is known for his aggressive way of playing, but that won't
hinder his ability to captain the side.

Eventually, he went out on loan to Leigh, for whom he
played in a Northern Ford Premiership grand final
against Salford City Reds at Widnes.

St Helens subsequently signed him on a permanent
basis after a Rugby League tribunal ruled that they had
to pay Wigan a £20,000 compensation fee

Lots of players down the years have played for each of
these deadly and derby rivals - Wigan and Saints -
but few can emulate Bibey's achievement in picking up
a Challenge Cup final winners' medal for each club . .
. at the expense of the other!

He was in the Wigan team which beat Saints up at
Murrayfield when Kris Radlinkski won the Lance Todd
Trophy as man of the match after being declared fit to
play only minutes before kick-off,

And he was a substitute for Saints down in South
Wales at the Millennium Stadium when the men from
Knowsley Road got their own back with a convincing
victory against the old enemy from the JJB.

Al told Bibey played in more than 50 Super League
games so, although he is still only 23, he comes to
Boundary Park with considerable experience at the
highest level of the domestic game.

That experience was one of the factors that helped to
convince Gary that, in Bibey, he had a man to lead the
Roughyeds from the front.

‘I am sure he will thrive on the responsibility," said the
Roughyeds boss. "He is a good player and he will lead
by example.

'He showed me he was a leader when he got stuck
into Blackpool in the second half of our first Northern
Rail Cup game and played a big part in our coming
back from 20-4 down at half-time to win 22-20.

"He is a big man who plays as though he means it, and
| like that attitude in any player, but particularly in a front-
row forward."

It might be stretching a point, or going into top-spin, to
talk of Oldham's new leader as "Million Dollar Bibey"
(shades of the Oscars and Clint Eastwood), but this
correspondent is sure you will get the drift,

Ricky plays in a no-nonsense, matter-of-fact style that
has sometimes got him into bother, but he insists that
he always fries to play within the rules.

Fans who were here at Boundary Park last month when
we played Blackpool Panthers on day one of the
Northern Rail Cup competition won't easily forget
Bibeys huge tackle on former Oldham player-coach
Steve Molloy just after half-time.

It was a tackle which, in Mercer's view, changed the
tide of the game . . . and if there was one defining
moment when the Oldham boss knew whom he would
invite to be captain that was it.

Added Mercer: "Ricky is known for his aggressive way
of playing, but that won' hinder his ability to captain the
side. It should have the opposite affect, in fact, with the
other Oldham forwards responding to his leadership
and, collectively, putting some "grunt* into the
Roughyeds pack."

His appointment will take older fans back across the
years.

In similar circumstances the then Great Britain coach

Maurice Bamford made a certain Andy Goodway
captain of his country.

Many eyebrows were raised at the time (the young
Goodway had a reputation as a practical joker and
perhaps something of a Jack-the-lad), yet the young
Yorkshireman made a success of the job and went on
to become, in later life, the coach of Great Britain.

It's surprising what some people can do if only they are
given the opportunity.

Over to you, Ricky Bibey!
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With an LHF Healthplan you’ll get money
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« Eye tests, glasses and contact lenses
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OLDHAM RLFC SQUAD LIST 2005

& PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

GARETH
BARBER 4

SPONSORED BY

WILL
COWELL

SPONSORED B8Y

GAVIN
DODD

SPONSORED BY

MARTY
TURNER

SPONSORED BY

TYMBUKTU JETWARE LTD LEES VILLAGE
HEALTH & (TELEPHONE) SERVICE
BEAUTY 08456 445 442 STATION

CRAIG
FARRIMOND

SPONSORED BY

JAMES
KIRKLAND

SPONSORED BY

‘ GODDARD

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY

KATHRYN TOTALPLUS
ROUGHYEDS HEPTONSTALL / JOHN BARRETT
KIDS KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

NICK
JOHNSON

| SPONSORED BY
AJF
EXPRESS

PAUL
NORMAN

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM
ADVERTISER

ALEX
WILKINSON
SPONSORED BY
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SPORTS

SIMON
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SPONSORED BY
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SIMON
SVABIC
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SPONSORED BY

FRED
LAUGHTON

SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

MARTIN
ELSWOOD

SPONSORED BY
FATBUS

GARY
MERCER
SPONSORED BY
EDDIE
LUCKRAFT

SPONSORED BY

DAVE, KAREN,

RONNIE AND
GEOFF

SPONSORED BY
JADE
COMMUNICATIONS

KEITH
BRENNAN

PAUL
HULBERT

SPONSORED BY
PICRON LTD

SPONSORED BY
OES
SUPPLIES
TEL. 01457 871584

| SPONSORED 8Y
" LADY JAYNE

= LIMOUSINES
TEL. 0161 633 1577

SPONSORED BY
EDMONDSON
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Hi KiDS

Nice to see so many of you
out at the Swinton ground last
week, don't forget if you see
us say hello.

In the next week of so we will
be letting you know what we
have planned for this season
so keep your eyes peeled.

YED
KiD8 + (e

In the meantime anyone interested in meeting the players is
welcome to come back to the social club. After every home
game Gary will nominate a player to take part in a question &
answer session so if you want to know a little more about your
favourite players, please do come along & enjoy a great
afternoon, we will also be asking that week's player to do our
mascot draw.

Our mascots for this week are seven year old Jack Brocklehurst
and Samantha llling who is fifteen, neither has been a mascot
before so we wish them well and hope they have a great day.

Many thanks to all those people who have sponsored the
“Roughyed Kids" this season, some names you will recognise
but we have also had some new ones come on board, so a
great big thank you to;

F.R. Elswood Ltd, Saddleworth Sports, ASDA Chadderton, Total
Plus Communications, The Red Barn Carvery and the Oldham

JoDAYS MASCOTS

As always good luck to Gary and the Lads.

See you all soon,
Janet and Carole

Jack ¥+ Samantha
Brocklehurst r Illing
Age: 7 g e Age: 15

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

This is our first opportunity to welcome all the coaching and playing staff to the start of the new season
A very special, warm welcome to our overseas players who have certainly arrived at the right time to see some snow, but
have probably, by now, seen quite enough

The many new faces present a fresh approach this season and we look forward to what lies ahead. We wish Gary and all
the lads the very best of luck in what will be a highly competitive season but one which will present plenty of excitement
and interest

Please support our next

QUIZ NIGHT AT OLDHAM RL SOCIAL CLUB
15 March - 8.30pm

RED ED wants a new head and one of his ideas is to have a section of this page devoted to our dear mascot with ideas for
raising money. He also wonders if any company would be interested in sponsoring this page all season and all this
sposorship money will go towards RED ED'S NEW HEAD. Contact Nigel at the club

On this day

Twenty-two years ago, on Sunday 6th March 1983, Swinton
defeated Blackpool Borough 24-3 and Oldham beat Leigh at
Watersheddings by ten points to seven. All the following days
newspaper headlines, however, centred around the bitter test
match between Great Britain and France at the Boulevard,
Hull which included several nasty brawls.

The match was shown live on BBC Television with the
then Minister of Sport, Neil MacFarlane, present as a
shocked observer of the disgraceful scenes. Oldham
had two players included in the British
line-up that afternoon, prop Andy Goodway and
loose-forward Terry Flanagan. Neither of the Oldham
contingent was regarded as instigators or played
major parts in any of the ugly incidents. Britain won 17-
5 with tries from Ronnie Duane (Warrington), Andy
Gregory (Widnes) and Peter Smith (Featherstone
Rovers). Bradford Northern's Keith Mumby landed
four goals. Terry. Flanagan was heavily involved in the
move which led to the try by Peter Smith and Andy
Goodway gave his usual hard working 80 minute
performance.

Five years later, on Sunday 6th March 1988, Great
Britain and France met in Aussillon at under-21 level.
Each member of the British team was inside the age
limit although France played a few older players and
had six full test representatives in their line-up. The
match was close, entertaining and ended in dramatic
fashion, With five minutes to go the teams were level
at 12-12 before scrum-half Wayne Parker (Hull
Kingston Rovers) seemed to have snatched victory for
the Lions with a dropped goal. A minute from time,
however, French substitute Freddy Bourrel (Limoux)
landed a 40-yard touchline penalty which gave France
victory by 14 points to thiteen. Swinton's talented
inside back, Frank Cassidy, was a substitute for Great
Britain although he only played in the closing ten
minutes of that match. Cassidy was certainly missed
by his Swinton colleagues that afternoon. They visited
Castleford and were beaten 76-16. With no-one
involved in the international, Oldham were able to call
upon a full squad and had no difficulty in beating
Workington Town 38-10

International rugby league came to Oldham
on Friday 6th March 1992. That evening

Watersheddings staged a match between BARLA
Great Britain and the French 'B' team. The Oldham
StAnnes scrum-half Mick Swift skippered the BARLA
team and he had two other local players alongside
him, second-row forwards John Fleming and Steve
Maudsley, both of Saddleworth Rangers. A powerful
French team proved much too strong and fast for the
British amateurs. France led by 30 points to four at
half-time and went on to win 52-16.

On the same evening, Friday 6th March 1992, the
Great Britain under-21 team met France at Halifax.
Oldham had one player in the under-21 squad,
second-rower Chris Joynt who went on to enjoy a
highly successful intemnational career with St.Helens
The under-21s fared much better than the amateurs
They ran in eleven tries to win 56-2 with Chris Joynt
claiming one of the touchdowns. One wondered if the
French had sent the wrong team to Halifax and vice
versa

With the postponed match at Rochdale yet to be
played, Oldham will be anxious to get today's fixture
over and done with on schedule. It is hoped, therefore,
that we avoid the weather which the whole country
suffered on Saturday 6th March 1909, That day
blizzards caused the postponement of all but six
fixtures with the biggest casualty being the Wales
versus Australia match at Ebbw Vale. With the tourists
already booked on a boat home, there was no time to
rearrange this lucrative fixture and so it was cancelled.
Oidham’s home match against St.Helens did go
ahead but it was abandoned after 65 minutes.
Oldham were leading 13-0 at the time and, with Saints
not fancying another freezing trip to bleak
Watersheddings, the result was allowed to stand.
Swinton entertained Salford and, no doubt, wished
that their fixture had been postponed too after their
arch rivals had won 11-6.
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~ ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.
| Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors |

Supporting Oldbham R.L.EC in Oldbam & Tameside

Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stephen Howard............................ 0161 - 366 6535
Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140
Failsworth - Peter Scholes ........................ 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 1IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

Right people.

Treble D
Right job. ol Darts

& Trophies

| Jobcentre Plus understands that getting the
right people working for you is crucial to the
success of your business. We offer a range
of tailored solutions to match your recruitment

4 54, Yorkshire St,
# Oldham, Lancashire
OL1 1SR

needs, whatever the size of your business. Tel 01 61 6271 424

j ﬁ  j” ,1., RYDER - DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

What could we add
to your business?

www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/employers

OLDHAM RUGBY

LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB

ENJOY THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details

DJ.ARTISTES ¢ SPEAKERS « CATERERS

Contact Sam Hague on 0161 628 3677

Why not join in the fun on Sunday before the game and catch the free bus to the ground
and back to the social club to meet the players, have some food and enjoy the karaoke.

ENJOY THE FACILITIES

Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Friday, Saturdays and Sundays

Live entertainment - see notice board

Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to Paul Woodward on 0161 627 2128

" A great place ( )
to learn

&) ;| . = OLDHAM

BUSINESS

THI
OLDHAM With a wide range of courses to
COLLEGI choose from, you could improve
your job prospects, aim for

higher education or simply enjoy H|GHEF|
learninganew skill. SGseos

Maximise your
potential

Oldham Business Management School offers
Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,
Higher National, NVQ and Professional
Programmes levels. We take pride in offering
courses that turn ambitions into successful
www.obms.ac.uk  careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For further information call 0161 615 5050

MANAGEMENT
SCHOOL

www.oldham.ac.uk

For course enquiries and pros| s requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480
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~ 4£10,000 SUPER DRAW

A couple of Fridays ago we held the draw for the £10000
ANNUAL BONUS and what a good night it turned out to be

especially for the winner, Julie Mason of Lees.

The Big Screen in the social club was set rolling
at 7.30 pm and the many thousands of names
were rolling for all to see until the button was
pushed at 10.00pm sharp. Before that there
was superb entertainment and the fans were
treated to an appearance from all the players
who came to the club after training. Probably
the favourite on the night was man mountain
Dana Wilson who had just arrived in the country.
He looked very cold and uncomfortable but |
am sure by now is revelling in the snow he
confessed to never having seen. The Cook
Islanders were hoping to stay for the draw but
they had been at a rugby camp at Counthill all
day (hardly the warmest place in the world) and
then to training so by 9.30 they were ready for
something to eat so Gary took them off for a
well earned meal.

Just before 10.00pm the lights were dimmed
and suitable dramatic music played as Keith
Brennan our Assistant Coach came down to
press the magic button. The lights flashed and
one name appeared in the centre of the screen
JULIE MASON of Dowry St, Lees. It was soon
ascertained that she wasn't in the Club and so
her full address was sought and Chris
Hamilton, myself and Chris' young son, Luke

jumped into the stretch limo that had been
kindly donated by Lady Jayne Limos of Shaw
and off we set for Lees. No problems finding it
this year as opposed to last year and we could
see the lights were on in the house. This is
always a very nervous time for if you can't find
the winner the whole evening is a bit of a damp
squib.
Chris approached the door, rung the bell and
finally a gentleman appeared; subsequently we
were to discover Julie's husband Stuart. By this
time the stretch limo had brought half the
population of Lees to their doorsteps and the
sight of Chris and Luke at the door, me taking
flash photos, and half his neighbours at their
doors was almost more than he could take
When asked if Julie Mason was in he said “No,
Why what has she done?" We need to see her
we said, but Stuart informed us she was at
Mecca Bingo. No problem we thought, and
informed him that his wife had won £10.000 and
we wanted to present her with it at the Social
Club. Jump in
the car Stuart
and we'll pick her
up on the way to
the Club."

| can't," he
insisted “I have
a 9 year old
daughter, Lauren,
asleep in bed
upstairs.”

Stuart was sent
up to awaken
his daughter and
shove a coat
over her ‘jamas
and then led out

into the limo. This was no doubt the highlight of
Laurens day as throughout the journey she told
us this was the perfect vehicle for a wedding or
a funeral as it was well big enough to fit the
coffin and the mourners in. We arrived at Mecca
and found it locked and bolted.

After a lot of banging a startled member of staff
arrived convinced the place was being raided
and finally let us in. | went to see the manager
and Chris hid
Stuart and Lauren
in the foyer. | was
informed  Bingo
was over and Julie
was playing the
slot machines. |
went up to her
asked her her
name and straight
away took her
photograph. At
this point she was
definitely worried
and asked me
what all this was
about. | told her

she had better come to the foyer for a bit of
privacy. The poor woman was really panicking
now and thought there might have been an
accident concerning her daughter. In the foyer
Chris, who informed her of her win, approached
her. To say she was in shock is an
understatement and when Stuart and Lauren
jumped out to meet her the surprise was
completed. We finally managed to convince her
it wasn't a wind-up and got her into the limo, but
not before she had returned to the slot
machines to collect 8-pound coins she had left
on the machine.

Champagne corks popped in the limo on the
way down to the Social Club where they were
met by the press and photographers. Finally
we got them into the lounge to the applause of
the members who had been there all night and
were presented with their giant £10000 cheque.
After a few more drinks the limo arrived to take
them back home after what had undoubtedly
been quite a night for the Masons. Here's to
next year.

NM
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WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
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John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancashire rugby plaver, earlhy
pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong. Whitticker and Ogden
forerunners to today’s Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Clavdor

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD +« GREENFIELD
OLDHAM = OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

\DS ARMG
REPAIR SPECIALISTS GUMSHE oy
STICK MITTS ELMETS
: PROTE
Approved repairers to all KICKING TEES = CTIVE vEgrs
leading insurance companies QUGBY BALS CKLE BaGs
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD Cope

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor - OPTIMUM =i
Eoem Bl CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE CLASSIC RIGBYTECH —

* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

Better.

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club's supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

ISPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Oldbam Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES

Oldham East & Saddleworth
Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 624 4248

Oldham West & Royton
Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779

Ashton-U-Lyne Councillor David Jones
Leader Oldham Labour Group
Suite 4 St Michaels Court /
St Michaels Sq Lord Chambers /
Ashton-under-Lyne 11 Church Street /
Oldham OL6 6XN Oldham OL1 3AN ./

0161 331 9307
0161 628 8346




¢ Rughy Talk

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly

average, a 5 probably means you weren’t on the winning side, a 9 says you can pull any
cheerleader in the bar and a magnificent 10 out of 10 usually means Maurice Bamford was
covering the game (sorry Mo - he enjoys his rugby, our Maurice!)

But if a bloke who thinks he’s had a good outing and sees himself down for a ‘5" feels lousy,
let me tell you it's no worse than the poor scribe who has to mark it. Put yourself in the
journalist’s position. As much fun as you might think the job is, it can be a nightmare. You have
to commit to virtually instant memory every move of the game, who was involved in it, where it
started ... all on the off chance that five seconds later the greatest try in the history of rugby
league has been scored. Usually it isn’t. But if it is, don’t expect the hack next to you, who was
paying attention, to give you the benefit of his account (though usually he will).

You might have to keep a scrum count, penalty count, look for a man of the match for both
sides — hard enough, as we'll see — consider the wider implication of the results on the
club/coach/national economic outlook and still work out exactly what the heck you're going to
write into the bargain. Within five seconds of the final whistle.

And then the bloke down at League Weekly wants you to give a measured, qualitative judg-
ment of how that third sub contributed to a 64-2 defeat. Or not. Oh - and you’ve never played a
game of rugby league in your life.

Easy. innit?

So to the correspondent who decried Michael Korkidas getting a 6 in our letters page (I'd have
given him an 8, true) can I just say that it is an entirely subjective and totally fallible system. It’s
for fun. No. I do not believe Brian Noble picks his half-back combo for either Bradford or Gt
Britain based on our match ratings (I'm convinced the players hold out their fists in a circle and
play ‘one-potato-two-potato’ for it).

But a harder job still is getting a *man of the match’ out of a press box for a televised game, as
Dave Hadfield does for Sky in their games. The poll is taken 10 or 15 minutes before the end, as
you might expect. The press men couldn’t give it to Bradford’s Jamie Peacock in that thriller at
the JJB, even though he was already head and shoulders the best man on the park — Wigan were
up by three scores. General Custer might have fought a blinder at Little Big Horn, but when he
was down to his last three bullets you had to say Sitting Bull would be the hombre going home
with a Tissot sun dial.

When those press lads voted, Peacock looked like he needed a compass to show his lads the
way to the try line, not a new watch, But then again it’s a funny old game...

IN LEAGUE Weekly we ask match reporters to grade players out of 10. A 7 is pretty good, a 6

LEAGUE

TR —l—\— The Voice of Rugby League - on sale every Monday
I ] EHEN <, »,/ Check out www.league-weekly.com

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS




carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

streem

sporits

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com

OLDHAM R.L.F.C

C z
Chgﬂ Roudghyeds

£1 TO WIN
OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS No1

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULA;(;R - Rising by £50 every week
(VA

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

£10,000

A Donated Cash Prize

DON’'T MISS OUT - BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact Sam Hague

AUTOMATIC NO NEED
PAYOUT TO CLAIM

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL



Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or
trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham -

(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel:- 0161 947 1499

WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas

AN o

What’s the

The competition’s
tough ...

but we’ve a few
points in our favour.

No traffic

—v——
4

No parking

No worries | b/

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

/V northern Taking people to places
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POWERGEN

Exclusive Energy Partner to the RFL

L

Rugby

ague crazy’

We're mad about it too!

That's why we're the exclusive energy partner of
the RFL and sponsor of the Challenge Cup and the
Champion Schools tournament.

We've also created the inflatable Powergen Skills
Zone for children to practice kicking. tackling.
passing and catching in a fun and safe way.

Wel'll be taking the Powergen Skills Zone all over
the country so everyone can have the chance to
get rugby crazy!

powergen.co.uk

> o
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" NATIONAL LEAGUE TALK {4

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
SUMMER RUGBY?

RUGBY League supporters could be quite
entitled to ask - what has happened to
summer rugby?

The bitter cold, rain, snow and sleet of the
opening weekends of this season have been a
throw back to the days of pre-1996.

And already, it has led to people within the
game questioning the wisdom of starting the
campaign in early February.

There has been plenty of doubts aired in the
top flight, where Super League clubs are used
to providing pre-match entertainment based
around warmer climes. On Leigh Centurions’
opening night in Super League against
Huddersfield, for example, they were unable
to showcase their new dancing team because
of the icy and windy conditions.

Crowds have undoubtedly been affected
across the board.But it is at the lower level
where the icy pinch may be felt the most.

Leading the objections to such an early has
been Gateshead chairman Bill Midgley, who
saw Thunder’s early clash with Workington
postponed due to the weather.

Thunder have suffered postponements since
rejoining the League fold in 2000 due to the
early start of the season, and Midgley pulled
no punches.

"The season starts a month too early," he told
Rugby Leaguer & League Express.

"To begin in the second week of February, the
worst month of the winteris ridiculous, and
the administrators are out of touch with
reality.

"Our gate will be halved for the rescheduled
midweek fixture against Workington, which
will cost us a couple of thousand pounds.

"It’s time for a rethink, and we’ll seek the
support of the other 19 National League clubs
so that we can move forward with a proposal
to start in March and finish a month later than
scheduled.

"Rugby League is supposed to be a summer
sport, yet we begin in the depths of winter
when conditions for training, playing and
watching are far from ideal - it's a nonsense."

It's also an issue that will be further debated in
coming months. It might take a postponed
television match to hurry officials — but there
are already plenty of questions being asked
about the wisdom of kicking the campaign off
in early February.

A full report of today’s game will appear in the ‘Rugby Leaguer & League Express’ on Monday.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

[eague Express




SPONSORS Fixtures 2005

DATE OPPONENTS VENUE  K.0. ResuT wi ATT [ ’
09/01/05  Rochdale Horets LawCup | Away |[1500| 248 1,404
Match Sponsor 21/01/05  Leeds Rhinos Testmonial| Away | 20.00 | 22-10 5,196
!

30/01/05  Halifax Friendly Away | 15.00 | 34-12 1,443
1,446

l D l D \ V 4 13/02/05  Blackpool Panthers ~ NTCup | Home |15.00 | 22-20 L
I ' 20/02/05  Rochdale Hornets NT Cup Away | 15.00 |Postponed
4 ‘ d | 27/02005  Swinton L;f)ns NT Cup Away | 1500 46-14 | L |1,101 °
www.ttexpress.co.uk 06/03/05  Swinton Lions NTCup | Home |15.00
13/03/05  Powergen Cup 3rd Rd  Powergen TBA TBA

Tel: 0161 6285584 cC
20/03/05  Blackpool Panthers NT Cup Away | 15.00
25/03/05__ Rochdale Hornets NTCup | Home |15.00

28/03/05  Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away | 19.30
)
Te armm S onsor 03/04/05  Powergen Cup 4thRd  Powergen | TBA TBA

Ll

oo cC
m 10/04/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Home | 15.00
17/04/05  Castleford Tigers NL1 Home | 15.00
T HW AITE S 24/04/05  Hull KR NL1 Away | 15.00
01/05/05  Northem Rail Cup NTCup | TBA | TBA

BREWERY Py Ofs

08/05/05 PowergenCup5thRd  Powergen | TBA | TBA

cC
Proramme Sonsor 15/05/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Home | 15.00
29/05/05  Northem Rail Cup NTCup | TBA | TBA
22/05/05  Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away | 15.00

Lv n n & Quarter Finals
05/06/05  Rochdale Hornets NL1 Home | 15.00
D a V e Sto I 0 ff 12/0605  Barrow Raiders NO | Away | 1500
19/08/05  Northern Rail Cup NTCup | TBA | TBA
Semi Finals

26/06/05  Halifax NL1 Home | 15.00
26/06/05  Poweergen Cuj Powergen | TBA | TBA

Champagne Moment i iond -

Sponsors

03/07/05  Featherstone Rovers NL1 Home | 15.00
10/07/05  Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away | 15.00

f . .
17/07/05  Norther Rail Cup NT Cup TBA | TBA
Braddy’s Signing ek
Of Th e S eason 24/07/05 _ Castleford Tigers N1 | Away [1530
s 31/07/05 HullKR NL1 Home | 15.00
( M e m 0 ra b I I l a ) 07/08/05  Whitehaven Warriors NL1 Away | 15.00
. 14/08/05  Rochdale Hornets NL1 Away | 15.00
Te" 0794 6051 264 21/08/05 Batley Bulldogs Nt | Home |15.00
04/09/05  Barrow Raiders NL1 Home | 15.00
11/09/05  Halifax NL1 Away | 15.00
18/09/05  Pray Offs NL1 TBA | TBA
25/09/05  Play Offs NL1 TBA | TBA —4
02/10/05  Piay Offs NL1 TBA | TBA : ‘ Your best weekly read
081005 Grand Fina N | TBA | 1BA \ ~and that's officia
' ' 3 e s
Oldham RLFC ful ort the Let's tackle Racism in Rugby League Key b RS ™NERE I$
aign and .
; NT Cup - Northern Trains Cup ) 11 b
Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup It Sa a Ollt Oldham

Allow everyone to enjoy the game NL1- National League Division 1



