PLAYERS SPONSORS
Costcutter Supermarkets
“THE BRITT” - Castleford
The Spread Eagle, Darrington

Headlands Electric
Xctra Excl. Ladies Fashions
Ace Precision Engineering

lan & Cynthia Dransfield
Ace Fasteners

Headlands Electric
Ace Industrial Engineering

Rovers Fans Forum

OpenPSL LTD
Kathleen & David Lumb

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS RLFC
FULLY SUPPORT THE
LET'S TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY
LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND
SPECTATORS IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR
ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN
OUR GAME AND RACIST CHANTS ARE
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.

ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME

&.\;

Today’'s Teams

UNISON

s ™ _aa

ROVERS OLDHAM
Coach Coach
Gary PRICE Steve MALLOY
CraigMOSS 1 > Jon GODDARD
Fredderic ZITTER (2 ) Gavin DODD
Andy McNALLY 3 D Lee DORAN
Dean RIPLEY (4 D Jon ROPER
Matty WRAY 5 O Nick JOHNSON
Richard BLAKEWAY 6 O Neil RODEN
Maxime GRESEQUE 7 D lan WATSON
lan TONKS Paul SOUTHERN
Paul DARLEY (9 D Keith BRENNAN
Stuart DICKENS Dane MORGAN
Steve DOOLER (11D Marin ELSWOOD
Andy JARRETT (32D Phil FARRELL
Adam HAYES (33D Lee MARSH
Jamie STOKES @I Gareth BARBER
Bryan HENARE @ Mark ROBERTS
Danny EVANS @[® Martin MCLOUGHLIN
Jim CARLTON @E®P steve MOLLOY
TODAY'’S OFFICIALS

Referee: M. DAWBER

|:] P. Brookes

Bl s ™. Ellery

-J. Holdsworth

www.featherstonerovers.net -

SPONSORED BY CODEFARM LTD
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Featherstone Rovers RLFC

UNISON

Lionheart Stadium
Post Office Road, Featherstone, West Yorkshire, WF7 5EN

Head Coach: Gary H Price
Assistant Coach: Kevin Hobbs
First Team Captain: lan Tonks

For general enquiries contact Chief Executive Chris Beaumont on 01977 702386

For lottery and club shop information contact Merchandise and Lottery Manager
Frank Slater on 01977 602602

Visit the Rovers Store at 67 Station Lane, Featherstone

RovERSHnﬁNéﬁlgéﬁs

Most Goals in a Match: 13 by Mark Knapper,
v Keighley 17th Sept 1989

Most Goals in a Season: 165 by Jamie Rooney,
Season 2002

Most Goals in a Career: 1210 by Steve Quinn,
1975 to 1988

Most Tries In a match: 6 by Mike Smith v
Doncaster, 13th April 1968 and by Chris Bibb v
Keighley - 17th September 1989

Most Tries in a Season: 48 by Paul Newlove,
Season 1992/93

Most Tries in a Career: 162 by Don Fox,
1953 to 1966

Most Points in a Match: 40 by Martin Pearson,
v Whitehaven 26th November 1995

Most Points in a Season: 429 by Jamie
Rooney, Season 2002

Most Points in a Career: 2654 by Steve Quinn,
1975 to 1988

Highest Score For: 96 - 0

v Castleford Lock Lane 8th February 2004
Highest Score Against: 75 - 20

v Leigh Centurions 10 July 2004

Most Appearances in a Career: 440 by
Jim Denton 1921 to 1934

! ¢
Represen ativﬁayers:

Great Britain: T Askin, J Bridges, T Clawson,
M Dixon, S Evans, Deryck Fox, Don Fox,

D Hobbs, G Gordon, S Molloy, A Morgan,

S Nash, P Newlove, P Smith and J Thompson.

C Dooler, S Evans, Deryck Fox, Don Fox

D Hobbs, S Nash, P Newlove, | Smales and

J Thompson

World Cup Tourists: A Morgan, P Smith and
J Thompson

England: J Bridges, | Butt, M Dixon, S Evans,
V Farrar, J Hirst, D Hobbs, A Morgan

J Mullaney, P Newlove, P Smith, R Stone,

J Thompson and A Wood

Wales: P Banner and H Box

Ireland: L Casey and L Child

Scotland: N Lowe, J Houston and N Graham
France D Divet and F Banquet

New Zealand: B Tuuta

Great Britain Under 21's: C Bibb, P Bonson,
Deryck Fox, P Lyman, P Newlove, M Pearson
and | Smales

Great Britain Under 24’s: K Bell, S Evans,

D Fennell, V Farrar, M Gibbins, J Gilbert,

D Hobbs, T Ramshaw, P Smith. V Thomas,

J Thompson and L Tonks

Academy Tourist: J Stokes

Academy Internationals: J Stokes, N Lowe,
K Pratt and S Dickens

www.featherstonerovers.net

www.featherstonerovers.net

Matchday Sponsors

Rovers

Main Match Sponsor
ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND

Man of the Match Sponsor
Prodec

‘Matehball Sponsors

Kieren and Amelia Bloomer
EBORPRINT

Programme Sponsor

George Elliott
& Associates

www.featherstonerovers.net
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| suppose with this
being our last home
fixture of the
regular
season, it's
time to
; reflect a bit -
11 but not too
- much, and

W certainly not with
any regrets. | don’t believe in them. You
learn from your experiences - good and bad,
and take what you have learned to help
shape your future.

Anyway: when | arrived at the start of
the season, there were three players signed
on at the club.

| thought about that when people
started to try to pin me down about where
we would finish at the end of the season.

Once we had assembled a squad of
sorts, my main mission has been to
establish my principles, standards and
beliefs into the fabric of the team, what it
does, and the way it does them. It has been

L3

If you h‘zoag/#{f/mf 0N/S'0N was
Just there for the workplace

From the Top

with Gary Price

a big mission to put my own stamp on the
team. This has been tough. But we have
made a huge amount of progress, and we
have strengthened our squad. There is no
doubt that we need to strengthen further.
Whether we can is not in my hands. Now
we are in a position to have a say in the
outcome of the competition.

| still won’t be drawn into any
speculation. | feel positive but realistic, and
that's as far as | can go on that. Except to
say that | believe we deserve to be in the
play-offs. What | can say is that the players
have put in some outstanding efforts this
year and will still be doing so when the final
hooter goes on the very last game we play
this year, whatever that game is and
whatever the result is.

Bearing all this in mind, I'd like to thank
the players for their efforts, and I'd like to
thank you, our ever loyal and vociferous set
of fans, for sharing the experiences, good
and bad, and yes - sometimes awful, with
us. You are special people!

think again!

Rovers Reachout

|
SCHOOLS INITIATIVE

SPOR7S
p— UNISON Office ‘ T
UNISON | iisiise s MATCH
= —— BT The Sponsorship of this activity has received an award under the
Wakefield Metropolitan Tel- 01924 305360

Branch

Government’s Business Sponsorship Incentive Scheme for Sport

www.wakefield-unison.org.uk
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Players Stats 2004
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Season 2004 TotaL Senior Recorp
Apps Sub T G DG Pts Apps Sub T G DG Pts
BEN ARCHIBALD 5 3 4 4 0 8 2 8
NATHAN BATTY ® - % 16 18 _ % CHARTERED & STATE REGISTEREED P::Slg:HERAPISTS
- GARRY ROBI -
RICHARD BLAKEWAY 24 1 13 4 3 63 24 1 13 4 3 63 - SRR P L BN
CARL BRIGGS 13 2 1 58 - 120 43 2 6 88 8 208 FOR ALL YOUR INJURY NEEDS )
DALE CARDOZA 1 1 2 8 1 1 2 8 COMPLETE PHYSIOTHERAPY & REHABILITATION NEEDS
JIM CARLTON & 16 T 5 OVER 20 YEARS PHYSIOTHERAPY EXPERIENCE WITH TECHNIQUES RANGING FROM
MANUAL SKILLS, ELECTROTHERAPY, ACUPUNCTURE, MASSAGE & EXERCISE THERAPY
RICHARD CHAPMAM 18; 7 @9 12 185. 55 104 428 @ 675 | )| T T UL St x sieie s s 6 sieis
STEVE COULSON -9 4 FACILITIES INCLUDE FULLY EQUIPPED CLINIC WITH ISOKINETIC EXERCISE MACHINE,
GYMNASIUM, ATHLETICS TRACK, INFRA-RED SAUNA & FREE PARKING
JAMIE COVENTRY 6 1 1 4 58 18 12 e ot [l 209090 R e e s, etk e ) et e
PAUL DARLEY % 1 2 8 62 39 7 o8 SPORTS CLUB MEMBERSHIP SCHEMES : RECOGNISED BY ALL MAJOR HEALTH INSURERS
STUART DICKENS 24 2 3 66 - 144 165 41 20 194 2 470 | - | 0 saessecccrisssscsaans
STEVE DOOLER 22 1 9 36 135 35 37 148 THORNES PARK ATHLETICS STADIUM : HORBURY ROAD : WAKEFIELD : WF2 8TY
& PHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT
DANNY EVAN > 1 11
2 2 - 2 TEL : 01924 - 364474
BEN FEEHAN 3 1 4 3 1 4
JAMES FORD 4 12 4 16 9 13 4 16
MAXIME GRESEQUE 5 1 3 6 24 5 1 3 8 24
TOM HAUGHEY 4 1 4 4 1 4 J D & A J CABLE
ADAM HAYES 23 5 7 28 23 5 7 28 g " i
BRYAN HENARE 12 8 1 4 12 8 1 4 HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS
JAMES HOUSTON -1 8 7 2 8 39 Station Lane, Featherstone AT
ANDREW JARRETT 6 16 2 8 6 18 2 8 Tel: Pontefract 791828 e
NEIL LOWE 8 i B 8 132 54 59 1 238 | Fresh home cooked meat and pies e
ANDY McNALLY 9 = 7 4 30 13 6 7 1 30 | Wholesale & freezer, meat supplied, beef, pork and lamb =
CRAIG MILNTHORPE = A 1 | Suppliers to the catering trade - pubs, restaurants etc. H
CRAIG MOSS 8 2 1 4 8 2 1 4 ! — —
RICHARD NEWLOVE 22 1 21 84 75 9 55 220
DANNY PATRICKSON A i 2 4 = e v _ :
JONATHON PRESLEY 19 2 10 40 24 10 14 56 TH[A545 TRAD/IVC POST : ‘ jrfer P AT AP T AW ‘l : I
HAPEL WORKS,
DEAN RIPLEY - 1 2 8 4 1 2 8 Su\x;nn.a ROAD, l?lrliL RON HILL ==l
JAMIE STOKES 19 3 14 56 180__ 10 115 460 ""’"“"’}"”5‘ R || lTlT
Buyers and sellers of good . Tin =il
LL! - - | e b | B
A B TN : ! quality furniture and | k ‘\ 5T DRIVES AND PATHS |- ; i l
BRIAN SUTTON - 7 . 1 r— | - ¢
Miects. Gunaniny ey Ry | T OFDISTINCTION  [THIH
IAN TONKS 22 2 76 7 5 20 except Wednesday. ! | = o - o HTHT
| o l bl l ==
Yo S L
LEE WILLIAMSON 1 2 = - 5 20 | Telephone: g;:;; :?ﬁ:z %;’2) J o ort Telelephone: HTHT
MATTY WRAY 27 < 1 4 27 < 18 { e 1H]
2 - = e | 700N 01977 796670 {17
FREDERIC ZITTER 10 4 7 28 10 4 7 28 = = b I

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine www.featherstonerovers.net



0 3 3 X (725 -
Crealive Imaginalice Cffeclice

The Complete Sign Solution

Services Include:
A - Boards Banners
Vinyl Printing Neon Signs
Vinyl Lettering Safety Signs
Magnetic Signs Moulded Lettering
Office & Shop Fronts Perspex Fabrication
Vehicle Fleet Graphics llluminated Sign Boxes
Window Lettering & Logos Complete Free Design Service
Complete Fitting Serice

Official Signwriter for Featherstone Rovers RLFC

Tel: 01977 618816

Junior Rovers News

Rovers

What a wonderful end to the season for our
Under 21 side. They reached the play offs and
first of all defeated a strong Doncaster side.
They were then drawn away to Salford City Reds
and came away with a fantastic win. Although
the score reads 24 -26 | understand that Rovers
were in control most of the game. They were
due to play the losers of the Leigh V
Huddersfield game this week, with the winners
going into the Final. Let's hope our recent
improvement holds out because the side have
no fears about meeting either side.

Our Under 18 side haven't been messing
about either. A wonderful 14-all game against a
very powerfully built Huddersfield giants side
gave Coach , Dave Wandless, immense
pleasure.

| spoke with Dave about the game.

He told me that in his opinion it was the
finest display by his side this season - in
fact it had Churchillian proportions, to use
Dave’s words. He also felt that not only
did his side play exceptionally well, they
also entertained the crowd. Over recent
weeks the side have worked on aspects
of their own and team game-plans and
Dave felt this had paid off. “The lads were
up for this one” said an enthusiastic coach.
The talk in the dressing rooms was of
victory. He felt Rob Allen had his finest
game of the season and he opened the
scoring for Rovers. Many times this year,
when a side has taken the lead, heads
have dropped - not in this game though,
and despite going behind 4 -14 the fight
back started.

The team finished all square against
one of the top teams in the League and
left the field to rapturous applause from
the spectators waiting to see the main
game. “Perhaps they were more
entertained by us” said a cheeky Dave

Full details of the game can be found on
the Rover's web site.

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine

with Bob Fowler

Our scholarship team will be having the
launch of a new season (for them) on
Wednesday the 8" September at the clubhouse.
Further details may be obtained from the club
office. Also today, a bucket collection will be
made to help Lee Maddens who was badly
injured in a car accident recently, please help as
much as you can.

Speaking about injured players, we in the
world of Rugby League were all sad to hear of
young Matthew King, a young 17 year old lad
playing at Halifax for his team London Broncos
Under 18. Matthew will unfortunately never walk
again and will need considerable help throughout
his life. Recently a tag team competition was held
at Halifax's Shay Stadium to raise funds to help.
It had been organised by a number of well known
personalities within the Rugby World both codes.
Taking part were such stars as Lesley Vainokolo,
Shontayne Hape, Robbie Paul, former stars Lee
Crooks, Graham Steadman, James Lowes,
Garry Schofield, Dave Topliss, and St John Ellis.
The teams played tag rugby, although |
understand there was some “rough stuff”.

The eventual winners were Halifax RUFC,
but the team which reached the final with them
was a team called Mortgage Search U.K which
contained a number of young Featherstone Lions
players. Five of that team were young lads on
the Rover’s scholarship scheme - all 14 and 15
years old. A wonderful day for them and a
wonderful cause to play for well done to all who
took part, and a big thank you from me to all
who organised such a worthy event.

Fans wishing to know more about the
Matthew King appeal can visit
www.goforitmatt.com | hope many of you do
visit the site.

May | now thank each and everyone of you,
no matter who you support, for your help and
comments (good and bad) throughout the year.
| find it a great privilege to write for the Rovers
magazine, and who knows, | may well be asked
to do so next season. Have a happy Christmas.

Regards B O‘b’

www.featherstonerovers.net
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Download-the Club anthem from our website, courtesy of Bryan Adams — another star who is 100% Rovers

O

Headland Electrics

HE

WATER LANE, EGGBOROUGH, GOOLE, EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE DN14 OPN

Telephone: (01977) 661223 Fax: (01977) 661903

| Electrical Supplier to Featherstone Rovers”

i

cia

“Off

SHARP

SERVICE CENTRE for the following:
HILIPS * GOLDSTAR * SAMSUNG * TOSHIBA

\r

PREMIER
SERVICE CENTRE

VWS AUTOS LTD

AUDIO * VIDEO * TV * MICROWAVE

CAMCORDER SERVICE

Established 1959

YORKSHIRE’S NO 1 PALLET DEALER

LarGe stocks oF New anp Usep PALLETS
ON-SiTe RePaIR SERVICE AVAILABLE
Prastic & Kin-DRiep PALLETS

Pallets to the People

Ackton Hall Industrial Park, Station Lane, Featherstone
Tel/Fax 01977 690070 (6 lines) » Mobile 0788 1756920

V W CARPARTS
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so for parts or advice ring VWS AUTOS on

01977 608181 or 07801 081723

Mail order available, all major credit cards accepted
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A TEAM OF COMPANIES *

TO KEEP YOU IN PRODUCTION

ACE FASTENERS (YORKS.) 3

Suppliers of High Tensile & Stainless Steel Products

Post Office Road » Featherstone
West Yorkshire « WF7 5EN
Tel: (01977) 695011+ Fax: (01977) 796627

\ V11T Official Stockists j

( )
Ace Industrial Engineering

Comprehensive Engineering Workshop,
Manufacturing to Drawings or Samples,
Turning, Milling, Slotting and all types of Grinding

Tel: (01977) 672216 Fax:(01977) 671275

[wm=
POTTERY LANE, FERRYBRIDGE 509602
WEST YORKSHIRE, WF11 8JX = *

—

j
Ace Precision Engineering Co.

(Yorkshire) Ltd

Manufacturers of one-off components or more,
to complete machines. Our immediate response
and comprehensive breakdown service is second
tc none. CAD Design and Development.
Tel: (01977) 702903 Fax: (01977) 702769
Post Office Road, Featherstone, West Yorkshire, WF7 SER

\ E-mail: ACE.SR@VIRGIN.NET )

ADAM ENGINEERING
FABRICATIONS

Providing a complete service in Fabrication,
Sheetmetal Work, Design and Installation

Tel:01977 600280 Fax:(01977) 602196

THE POWER HOUSE, ACKTON HALL ENTERPRISE PARK,
FEATHERSTONE, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF7 6EQ
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embroidery

* badges

e sportswear
e workwear

tel [fax]: 01977 604660

* email: info@egostitch.co.uk * website: www.egostitch.co.uk

delstiich) |

|

Personalised
Embroidery and
Heat Applied
Transfers for:

¢ industrial wear
* corporate wear
* pennants

'---------------------------:
@1 ~ Priory Road Cafe p—— @T%

[\

www.featherstonerovers.net

Tel: 01977 791906

L PEAK

£

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Andrew J. Peaker

Complete Accountancy Services

Self-Assessment Returns

Wages / Book Keeping

Annual Accounts Preparation

®©@ © © © ©

| Taxations & VAT

|

Tel: 01977 614912

Free Initial Consultation

1 Langdale Drive, Low Ackworth
Pontefract WF7 7PX

Small

£2.30
£2.30
£2.30
£1.60

B
g r
! s
I S Priory Road, Featherstone
l [ERL L@
: Roast Dinners Large
Beef £3.00

. Pork £3.00
. Turkey £3.00
. All Day Breakfast £2.70
B scampi, Chips er Salad £2.05
. Chicken Nuggets, Chips ¢ Salad £2.05
l Breaded Haddock, Chips, Peas .

Tea, Bread ¢r Butter £2.05
l Pie, Chips ¢r Peas £2.05
B Pated salads £1.95
. Burgers - Various Toppings from £1.30
. JacKet Potatoes - Various Fillings £1.60

Steak Canadian ¢ Onion £1.10
l Special Dinners - Different Each Day £3.05
B s Dogs £0.90
2

Butties:
Egy ¢ Chips
Bacon
Sausage
T
Bacon, ‘Egg, Sausage ¢r Tomato
Belly Buster
Beans
Tomatoes
Mushroom
Chip Butties
Plate 0 f Chij ips
All Kids Meals
Selection Available
Cold Sandwiches from

Orders Welcome
‘.---------------------------

£1.10
£1.00
£0.90
£0.80
£1.50
£2.50

20p
‘Extra
£1.10
£0.60

£1.00
£1.15

‘.---------"
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Junior Sponsors

&

UNISON

The club would like to thank the following
“Under 21” kit sponsors for 2004

GARETH DYAS

KENNY WALTON ANDREW KAY SCOTT GLASSELL
Sponsored by Sponsored by ! Sponsored by
“Up Steps” Volvo i AUTO CARE
Bradford = ! Halfpenny Lane
x Pontefract
DALE WYNNE MATTHEW GODBER GARETH PARKER
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
s = Esdale Foundry Graham & Press Nevison Garage
== Knottingley Auto Centre Ferrybridge Road
M Featherstone Pontefract
ey THOMAS CROWTHER JOHN DORAN MARK NORRIS
g Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
\ ) Zenith Survey Bob Mason B&Q
— Equipment Butchers Q.C. Depot
Ossett 83 Sandringham Rd Doncaster

Intake, Doncaster

JOHN FOWLER

SIMON THOMPSON

Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Chequerfield Rangers RWE NPower The Blue Lagoon
A.R.L.F.C. Bar
JOSH THORNTON BENN FARRAR

Sponsored by Sponsored by
WHITE ROSE PALLETS AIR UNLIMITED
Leeds Green Lane Ind Est
Wakefield

A. S. INSURANCE SERVICES

INDEPENDENT INSURANCE INTERMEDIARIES
51/53 Doncaster Road, Goldthorpe, S639HJ
Telephone: (01709) 881717

Fax: (01709) 888282

www.featherstonerovers.net
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Lo ol itonis
BLINDS

VERTICALS, ROLLERS, VENETIANS,
Woob & RomMAN
CONSERVATORY ROOF BLINDS
DomEesTIC & COMMERCIAL

Top quality at Reasonable Prices

George Birch

35 South View, Featherstone

Tel/Fax:
01977 707730
Mobile: 07866 990676

Sykes (Purston) Ltd

MANUFACTURED JOINERY
& CONTRACTORS

“YORK HOUSE”
ACKWORTH ROAD,
PURSTON, PONTEFRACT,
WEST YORKSHIRE WF7 5LN
TEL: PONTEFRACT 791922

AA NEED AN MOT? 44

Petrols & Diesels Tested
While You Wait

Tyres » Services ¢ Brakes

AIRWAYS Doncaster Rd., Ackworth
Pontefract 614376

For all your holiday needs call in to
your local, friendly travel agents

R & S Waterson

1 Station Lane Featherstone

TRAVEL AGENTS
Tel: 600145

FEATHERSTONE D.L.Y. CENTRE

Phone/Fax: 01977 600469
www.featherstonediy.co.uk

FORALL YOUR DIY NEEDS

SHeDs, PaINT Mixing, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TIMBER,
LigHT BuLss, VAC SPARES, IRONMONGERY,
FIRe Srares, HARDWARE, TooLs, BoTTLED Gas,
Keys Cur, Nuts, BoLts, Screws

8 Station Lane, Featherstone

4
WHITE ROSE

CREDIT UNION

SAFE SAVINGS
&
AFFORDABLE LOANS

Tel: 01924 305168 / 305169

www.whiterosecreditunion.co.uk

e-mail:
info @ whiterosecreditunion.co.uk

e i
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*CERTIFICATION FEES APPLY ON SOME COURSES

New Computer Courses are being offered by Wakefield College at the Study Rovers
Learning Centre. Courses range from the very basic through to a nationally
recognised Level 1 IT qualification.

N

Featherstone Rovers Study Centre D_N,%ON

with Doug and Barbara Wilford

GREAT NEWS!

New courses at Study Rovers Learning Centre

FREE*
COMPUTER
COURSES

STUDY
ROVERS

Learning Centre

Come along and find out more at an

OPEN DAY

Study Rovers Learning Centre at the Lionheart Stadium

Wednesday September 8th 2004

11.00am - 3.00pm

You will also be able to enrol on courses on the day.

If you're interested in sponsorship associated with this very successful Learning Centre
then contact Doug and Barbara Wilford on 01977 702386

o

Study Rovers would like to thank the following supporters and sponsors for
their generous support:-

Codefarm

Granada Learning
Gerrard

LINPAC

Dove Adolescent Services
WMDC

Featherstone High School

St Aidan’s Church of England High School
Wakefield College

West Yorkshire Police

Featherstone Town Council

Hemsworth Arts and Community College
NASUWT

7,

www.featherstonerovers.net
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Supporters Club Notes

Rovers

Contacts:

Featherstone Branch 01924 255203 (Monday to Thursday 6pm to 9pm) or 01924 822426
Pontefract Branch 01977 704234 « Knottingley Branch 01977 672155

This afternoon’s fixture brings an end to another
League programme with the visit of Oldham. Ironically,
Oldham were the final fixture last season, when their
victory put Rovers outside the play-offs. Could
lightening strike twice? It seems likely. Rovers had
third place in their hands, which two home victories
would have provided. With so much at stake, such a
lacklustre performance when it really mattered was a
big disappointment. Rovers played one-man-rugby,
with no back-up support. Batley were more hungry,
faster at play-the-ball and constantly crossed the
game line. Rovers did score the best try of the match
when we did spread the ball and backed up. So why
revert to one-man-rugby? After a couple of good wins
against top opposition, everyone seemed to believe
that Rovers were better than we actually were. It's
still not over, and Rovers can very much determine
their own destiny — starting this afternoon with a win
over Oldham.

Gary Price has made changes this season, and
more will follow during the close season. Supporters
have their own ideas of who they would like to see in
a Rovers shirt, but hopefully, next season will see
Rovers as a more consistent team. Hovering at the
play-offs mid-table is where Rovers have been for
more season than supporters care to
remember. To move forward, to be in the
top four all season, pushing hard for
promotion with constant performances,
whoever is wearing the Rovers colours
would be nice to see.

Cas are coming down! — Or are
they? Only if the promotion team meets
the criteria. Leigh -
do, but do
Whitehaven? [}
Judge for yourself |£
next week when |,
travelling with the §
Supporters Club.
Bookings can be
made by ringing
the above
numbers, or
booking in the hut
this afternoon.

The Mascots
for today's match
against Oldham
are Brad and Zac
Ginell. Brad is 11

Bethany Louise Birkett with her Mum and Stu Dickens

www.featherstonerovers.net

years old, and Zac is also 11. Their hobbies are
Playstation, rugby and drawing. Their favourite player
is lan Tonks.

The Supporters Club would like to wish a speedy
recovery to the Madden family, (Chloe and Ebony
were mascots for the Halifax match) who were
recently involved in a car accident.

The noise level of support last week, when things
weren't going well against Batley, could have been
better. We need to play our part as much as the

3 3 3 players do. Let's get
behind the players!
s Enjoy the match,
| and thank you for
| your support. Let's
»| hope Rovers do
make the play-offs
and get a home tie,
but if not — see you
next season!

Jenna Glover with
lan Tonks - Keighley
home match

| Benjamin Willoughby, also with lan
Tonks - Doncaster away match

Mascots for the Day

HULL KR (Away)
Adie Carr - age 10
Adie enjoys playing rugby, and
has enjoyed rugby training with
Richard Blakeway during the
school holidays. He also enjoys
woodwork with his dad. His
favourite players are Maxime

Greseque, Richard Blakeway,
Adam Hayes and Nathan Batty
BATLEY (Home)
Chelsey Hare - age 9
Chelsey's favourite player is
Maxime Greseque. Her Hobbies
are being a cheerleader for
Normanton Nightingales,
swimming and playing computer

games,

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine
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Ackworth
Tel: 01977 610218
_— —

THE FOX & HOUNDS

Thorpe Audlin
Tel: 01977 620082

THE BOOT and SHOE

TRAVELLERS REST
Purston
Tel: 01977 791847

THE KINSLEY HOTEL
Wakefield Rd, Kinsley
Tel: 01977 617379

YORKSHIRE PENNY
Cobblers Lane, Pontefract
Tel: 01977 780099

THE JUNCTION INN
Normanton

Tel: 01977 893021

www.featherstonerovers.net
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Stats you never thought to ask Rovers

TOP TEN TRANSFER-MARKET SALES

Last week we looked at Rovers costliest signings. Economic reality has dictated that
rather more players have left us for large transfer fees than joined us. Rovers have often
resorted to the sale of players to provide a much needed financial boost. Some famous
transfers of the past are not on the list due to inflation. For example, the sale of Steve
Nash to Salford in 1976 for £15,000 was a British record at the time. In its day, the transfer
of Arthur Wood to Leeds was also a record for a forward.

Paul Newlove £245,000 to Bradford, 1993

Graham Steadman £170,000 to Castleford, 1989.
Deryck Fox £140,000 to Bradford, 1992.

lan Smales £115,000 to Castleford, 1993.

Martin Pearson £100,000 to Halifax, 1996.

Karl Pratt £80,000 to Leeds, 1998.

Steve Evans £70,000 to Hull, 1982.

Andy Currier £60,000 to Warrington, 1995.

Karl Harrison £55,000 to Hull, 1989.

Paul Lyman £55,000 (+ Chris Burton) to Hull KR, 1989.

O © 0N D i W o =

ey

Of course, for a variety of reasons the exact fee involved in a deal is often hidden, but
according to press reports of the time, this would be an accurate list.

) N
2 J W [R———
We want your used printer cartridges

Study Rovers has joined a great new scheme to get free new IT
equipment.

b needs We are collecting the following used inkjet cartridges:

p P | All Hewlett Packard, Lexmark and Canon (BC01/02/05/06/20, BX2,
0 | | ) BX3) These cartridges can be recycled and exchanged for PC
> st WORLD vouchers to spend on IT equipment.

It will really help if you can collect as many used recyclable inkjet cartridges as possible -
from your home or from your workplace.

So please start collecting today.........
Bring them along to the Club on match days.......... there will be a collecting box in the
classroom (the old club shop).

Also bring along any old mobile phones you may have and no longer need. They too can be
Kecycled to support Study Rovers, a collection box is in the classroom. J

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine www.featherstonerovers.net
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Back Row — Kevin Hobbs, Gary Price, Lee West, Wayne Sutcliffe, Craig Milnthorpe, Bryan Henare, Steve Coulson, Andy Jarrett, Jamie Coventry, Stuart Dickens,
James Ford, Jamie Stokes, Ben Archibald and Brian Kellett

Middle Row — Adam Hayes, Richard Blakeway, Matty Wray, Carl Briggs, lan Tonks, Richard Newlove, James Houston, Steve Dooler and Richard Chapman

Front Row — Kenny Watson, Greg Nicholson, Andrew Jackson, James Binks, Nathan Batty, Jon Presley, and Craig Moss



Oldham - team profile

Keith Brennan: A hugely versatile player who, although
preferring scrum half, can also play out half and hooker. Keith
hung up his boots at the start of last season but soon missed
the action and was training with the lads and will be in first
team contention very soon. Keith played amateur rugby when
Istyn Harris took him to Leeds Rhinos for trials. He signed
for Oldham at the end of 1999 season. Missed most of 2000
with a serious knee injury. Has made the hooker spot his
own recently and is playing some of the best rugby of his life.
: A former Royton Tigers youngster, who had a
spell with Bradford Bulls Academy team. After Mark Sibson
left for Batley, he made the full back spot his own until well
into last season, when the coach moved pacy Gavin to the
wing spot and played Jon Goddard in the number one shirt.
He was the club’s leading try scorer last season and has
represented GB students in Australia and New Zealand and
was selected for the Great Britain under 21's squad.
Lee Doran: Still only 21 years of age. Lee is another young
player Oldham have a lot of confidence in. The former Orrell
St James junior also played for Swinton Lions and Widnes
Vikings Academy. He joined the Roughyeds when Widnes
disbanded their Academy and has worked his way through
the Academy and Alliance teams at Oldham and is now
probably the first name on the team sheet. He has only missed
one game in the last two seasons. Although basically a
second row forward, Lee played at centre three-quarter for
the latter part of last season and proved to be a prolific try
scorer. He is hoping for a great season in 2004 after
representing Ireland in the World Cup. Successfully filled in
as Captain earlier in the season when Phil Farrell and John
Hough were out through injury.
Martin Elswood: Tall and fast, 20 year Martin is an Oldham
lad, who lives in Shaw. Played soccer in his schoolboy days
and was snapped up by Oldham Athletic on schoolboy forms.
When things didn't work out, he turned to rugby league,
started to play for Royton Tigers and was quickly invited to
the McAlpine Stadium for trials with Huddersfield. The Giants
signed him on and he was there for a couple of seasons,
mainly in the Academy and Alliance teams, until he snapped
up the chance of a move to his hometown club in the autumn
of 2003. Originally a centre, he now plays in the second row
and that is where he sees his future.
Phil Farrell: At 23 Phil is one of the youngest club captains
in the game. Brother of Wigan and GB captain Andy Farrell
he joined Oldham from Wigan in March 2000 where he began
a remarkable unbroken run of 67 matches — an almost
impossible feat in modern day rugby. Played most of his
career at second row but was converted to loose forward by
Steve Molloy last season. Had surgery on his shoulder in the
close season but hopes to be back early in the 2004 season
to lead Oldham from the front. Phil was voted the Players
Player of the Year in 2003. Returned after a prolonged
absence with a serious shoulder injury and immediately fitted
back in the side and is one of the few forwards who plays for
the full 80 minutes every game.
Jon Goddard: Still only 21, Jon came to us on loan in 2002
on the recommendation of the then Castleford coach Graham
Steadman. Signed a full time contract in 2003 and was one
of the most consistent players all season, winning the Coach's
choice as Player of the Year. Jon was reared in Castleford
Youth & Schools rugby before going to the Jungle. He has
played three times in Super League for Castleford. Played
most of his rugby at Oldham in the centre, but when Steve
Molloy switched him to his favourite position of full back half
way through last season he thrived and made the position
his own. Has had a superb season and become a prolific try
scorer.

www.featherstonerovers.net

Nick Johnson: 20-year-old winger, and another Oldham born
youngster returning “home" after originally signing for a Super
League club - in his case Bradford Bulls. The younger brother
of Oldham forward Gavin Johnson, Nick was a Great Britain
academy international. Stockily built and unusually solid for
a winger, Nick lacks nothing in pace. Like Lee Marsh, he
played a few games for Oldham on loan at the end of last
season before he got his release from Odsal, and then signed
for his hometown club on a one-year contract. Has just broken
the new club's try scoring record.

:_Not entirely a new face to Roughyeds fans
because he played for gteve Molloy’s men in the last five
games of the 2003 season while on loan from Salford City
Reds. A product of the amateur game in St Helens, Lee was
wanted by Whitehaven, and his former Salford coach Steve
McCormack, when he was released by the City Reds at the
end of the 2003 season. He had enjoyed his time with Oldham
last summer, however and chose instead to sign a one-year
contract with the Roughyeds. Play anywhere, Lee is at home
in several positions but he lists loose forward as his favourite
with standoff close behind.

Dane Morgan: Oldham's big Aussie prop or second rower
joined the Roughyeds in February 2003 and has recently
extended his contract until the end of the 2004 season.

He has a burning ambition to play in Super League and has
represented West Tigers, North Sydney and Melbourne Storm
for whom he scored a try when they defeated St Helens in
the World Club Championship at the JJB Stadium. He hit a
rich vein of form at the end of last season and proved to be
one of the best off loaders of a ball outside of Super League.
Recently married, he lives in Marsden and works part-time
for the local newspaper, the Oldham Evening Chronicle. Was
voted the Junior Roughyeds Player of the Year in 2003. .
Nei : Joined the Roughyeds along with Phil Farrell
from Wigan in April 2000 after serving a month on loan. He is
the son of Wigan's chief scout and quickly made the scrum
half spot his own. Very popular with his teammates, he was
Player's Player of the Year in 2002 when he was also the
club’s leading try scorer. Has a phenomenal record at Oldham
playing in 118 games out of a possible 126 in three and a
half seasons, scoring 50 tries and 18 drop goals - a total of
218 points. Surely one of the best scrum half's outside of
Super League. His season has been affected by injuries and
he has played quite a few games at out half and hooker. Still
a prolific try scorer.

: Versatile strong centre or second row forward
who has recently joined the club from Halifax as part of the
deal that took James Bunyan to Halifax. Had a successful
season at Rochdale Hornets last year and brings valued
Super League experience to the side, having previously
played for Warrington and Leigh.

Paul Southern: 26-year-old front row forward who, like lan
Watson, was also a major influence last year in the Rochdale
Hornets' camp. Big and strong he is known to be a clever
ball handler and alongside Dane Morgan Oldham must have
two of the best ball handling props in the business. Spent
most of his career with Salford — much of it in Super League
— and comes to Oldham to “prop-up” the front row following
the departures of Paul Norton, Jason Clegg and Danny Guest.
Is carrying a serious groin injury, which will require surgery
but he is playing through the pain barrier until the end of the
season.

lml_w_agg_m:_A%ed 27, lan is one of the most experienced
scrumhalves in the game. Capped numerous times for Wales,
he played most of his career with Salford City Reds, with
whom he had considerable experience in Super League. A
playmaker and midfield organiser, he was a key man in the
Rochdale Hornets team that finished third in National League
Division One last term. His last agpearance for Wales was
against the touring Australians at Bridgend in the autumn of
2003. He was picked at hooker and did enough to be named
the best player in a red jersey.
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ST OSWALD ARMS
Priory Road, Featherstone
Tel: 01977 791744

THE HOUGHTON
Castleford

Tel: 01977 554437

Sns i 1

THE JUNCTION
PURSTON
Tel: 01977 792217

THE FOX
5 Baileygate, Pontefract
Tel: 01977 780619

THE BRITT
Lock Lane,
Castleford

Tel:
01977 556347
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George Orr - knows the score

s

UNISON

The Galpharm Stadium is fine by me.

Naming infrastructure and events after
sponsors and benefactors is as old as sport
itself probably.

The World Series in Baseball? Not a
piece of American arrogance as you might
quite justifiably suppose, but a competition
named after a sponsor: a newspaper called
‘The World'. Then there’s the Hennesey
Gold Cup and all those golf competitions.
The only problem for me is that ‘Galpharm’
sounds like something out of ‘The Lord of
the Rings’.

Next year, the Lionheart Stadium
reverts to being called Post Office Road
again. | have mixed feelings about this. Fair
enough, Lionheart Smokeless Fuel is no
longer associated with Rovers. However, |
thought that if you were going to give your
stadium some kind of name associated with
a sponsor, then we were lucky to get away
with Lionheart, which | thought sounded OK:
certainly better than the ASS Stadium.
Anyway, Post Office Road is fine by me.

Whilst we are on the subject of naming
grounds, isn't the redevelopment of the
stadium a good opportunity to
commemorate some of the people who
have given us so much pleasure over the
years? | know we have the Freddie Miller
gate, but the transformed stadium gives us
S0 many opportunities. What, or should |
say, who do you think?

What | believe we should do is have a
detailed photographic record of the parts

www.featherstonerovers.net

of the ground that are
going to be removed,
for the benefit of _ §
history. That battered | /
frontage has been -\
the gateway to
pleasure, glory and misery for so many
hundreds of thousands, millions even, of
people over the last 80 years or so, that it
has become backdrop to our memories.

Also change often occurs gradually.
The railway sleepers that formed the
terracing, gave way to concrete: when? The
score board, which when | was a kid
advertised South Yorkshire Motors, and had
a red light which lit up at half time (always
inaccurately), was moved to the Railway:
when? Somebody will know, but there are
precious few pictures to chronicle the
change. The pit spoil which forms the
banking either side of the steps which take
you to the terracing at the Post Office Road
end has become fertile with long, if unkempt
grass growing on it in the fifty years since |
started to come to Rovers’ games, that's
how gradual, with the exception of the odd
fire and the occasional new family stand
change can be.

This is the last issue of the Rovers’
magazine, programme, or whatever you
want to call it, for the regular season. This
means it’s time to thank the club for allowing
me to write this stuff, Frank Slater for his
support and advice and Christine at
Eborprint for putting up with me.

See you in the play-offs.
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Running in the Family

Rovers

TOMMY & IAN SMALES

Today we continue our series of articles on famous Featherstone families by

looking at two great back-row forwards.

Although he is a local lad,
Tommy Smales was a professional for
seven years before pulling on the blue
and white shirt of Featherstone. As a
teenager he signed for Wigan, and was
also at Barrow from where we signed
him in 1965. Over the next four years
he was to make the loose forward jersey
his own with his creative skills and
accurate goal kicking. For three straight
years he was the club’s leading points
and goal-scorer, his best year being
1966/7 when he landed 122 goals and
scored 271 points. Nine of those
precious points came at Wembley
where a try and three goals saw Tommy
shine in Rovers first Cup final win,
against of course his old club. He retired
prematurely at 30 and then entered
coaching, where, apart from a very brief
spell in charge of Rovers in 1974/5, he
coached Batley, Bramley, Dewsbury
and Doncaster.

Son lan signed for Rovers in a
blaze of publicity in 1987, the BARLA
Youth player of the year that season and
soon forced himself into first team
reckoning. Opinion was always divided
over the best way for lan’s undoubted
talents to be used. This writer's view
was that it was as a creative loose
forward in the mould of his father that
he was at his most effective, though his
record speaks volumes for his
versatility. In 166 first team games lan’s
appearances were as follows: As a
winger 19 games; as a centre 27
games; as stand-off 28 games; as
second-row 58 games; as loose forward
22 games; and as substitute 12 games.
In whichever shirt, he was a strong
runner, sound tackler, capable kicker
and showed touches of real class. He
was recognised for international
honours on the Lions tour of 1990, but
disappointingly his representative .
career never took off. Rovers cashed
in on his talents with a big money
transfer in the summer of 1993.

If you have any information on Featherstone’s footballing families you would like to
see here, e-mail us at

fev_rovers_history @ hotmail.com.
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Telephone: 0870 460 2286
Fax: 0870 787 7533

Bespoke Software
Web Design
Web Hosting

Codefarm Ltd

http:/ /www.codefarm.co.uk
E-mail: info@codefarm.co.uk

Codefarm specialises in business solutions for small and
medium sized business enterprises. Whatever your require-
ments, be they web design and hosting, bespoke software
development, Network design and installation, or packaged
software, Codefarm have a solution that will fit your needs.
We pride ourselves on our flexibility and professionalism,

and you will receive the same exceptional level of service
whether you are spending £10 or £10,000,000.

Desktop Publishing

Codefarm Ltd are proud to be the official sponsor
of the Featherstone Rovers Website

http:/ /www.featherstonerovers.net

N
gz

Codefarm Ltd
Victoria Suite
Barracks Business Centre
Wakefield Road
Pontefract

WEF8 4HH

e Photo Retouching
Network Design
Consultancy
Packaged Software

L

S
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Sunny Side Up

Rovers

with Mark Las Palmas

A FEATHERSTONE ROVERS BIBLIOGRAPHY

Once upon a day, owning a complete rugby
league library consisted of buying the Rothmans
yearbook and the occasional ghost-written biography
of a retiring star player. The Rothmans was a
monumental work, full of statistics and an essential
reference book, but for a jolly good read there was
precious little. As rugby league was perceived as a
“minority” sport, whatever that means, publishers
were reluctant to put out anything for fear of low sales.
I've got a few old books by Ray French, Keith Macklin
and Eddie Waring, fair enough in themselves, but
whole chunks of rugby league's heritage remained
untouched.

With the advent of new technology in printing,
it became viable to launch books with lower print runs.
Prolific rugby league writers such as Robert Gate
have used small publishers or self published many
titles in recent years. Gate himself has produced
books on the RL Hall of Fame, Brian Bevan, and
(soon) Neil Fox among many others. One publisher
which has been particularly good for Rugby League
is Tempus Publications, who've produced dozens of
rugby league club histories. Featherstone Rovers
have been well served too, thanks to the efforts of
Ron Bailey. ’

Ron was secretary of the Rovers from 1955
to 1967, and as such in 1956 brought out one of the
club’s earliest publications, a short booklet called “The
History of Featherstone Rovers”. Eagle-eyed fans
would be able to pick up this gem for a few pounds
when an occasional copy surfaces in Collectors’
catalogues or on e-bay. He also produced a few well-
written yearbooks in the late fifties and early sixties.
After he left, there was not much produced other than
match programmes and benefit brochures until 1984
when lan Clayton wrote “100 Years of Featherstone
Rugby”. That book gave an interesting insight into
the very earliest days of rugby in the town, even pre-
Rovers times. He brought out an updated version of
the same book in 1993. Both are worth having.

In the 1980s Donald Hunt did some sterling
work to bring out some useful brochures such as
“Rovers Reflections” (1986) and the weightier “Rovers
through the Eighties” and the subsequent “Rovers

through the Nineties". If you've never seen these, try
to get a copy as they are excellent reads from a club
‘insider’. Roy Hinchcliffe also put together two very
good and under-rated yearbooks at the end of the
1980s.

Terry Clawson became the first former player
to put his career into print with his self published title,
“All the Wrong Moves". Told in Terry's own inimitable
style, this book is a very entertaining, and occasionally
absolutely hilarious read about a great player and
larger than life character. We can only hope more
former players follow suite into print.

Back to Ron Bailey then, and in 2001 came
out my favourite Rovers book, part of Tempus’
“Images of Sport” series. It is a quite outstanding
collection of photos on the club, a pictorial history, to
which Ron provided the text. This was followed up
with “Featherstone Rovers: 100 Greats”. | love this
kind of book, not just for the portraits and historical
details of all the legendary players who've played for
Featherstone, but because we all know Ron Bailey
got it wrong! | mean that in the best possible way.
Fans love their own favourite players, and in making
his choice of 100, Ron had an unenviable task. The
beauty of the book is in disagreeing with his choice
and seeing how fans of different ages lean towards
players of “their” era. Who is right? It matters not, the
book leads to some great debates. Bailey’s following
work, “50 Greatest Matches” was similar in that we
all have our favourite matches, and to see if they line
up with Ron's estimation is part of the fun. “50
Greatest Matches” concluded the trilogy of Rovers
history books Ron intended to write.

Since then he has gone on to publish most
recently a biography of Don Fox. It's another
thoroughly researched and well-crafted book, and
Ron’s admiration and respect for his subject shines
through. Fans who want a copy can buy it at the club
shop in Station Lane. We have to hope that Ron Bailey
keeps up the habit and writes more books to add to
the chronicles of Rovers' rich heritage. | would
personally love to see a biography of that other great
half back, Joe Mullaney.

Last week’s question concerned Rovers first ever Yorkshire Cup Final, which Rovers lost
5-0 to Leeds at Belle Vue Wakefield in 1928. This week’s question: Which was the last of
the nine professional clubs Terry Clawson played for?
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Luke and Anne Morgan T Pub?ic Car Park GOING RA CING ?
Albany Botel e

Bet with

Licensed Bar
89 Albert Road, ' .
Blaskpod] Steve Robinson
FY1 4PW S (Pontefract)

Tea/Coffee making facilites

TEL: 01253 622750 in all rooms ON COURSE BOOKMAKER

In Tattersalls enclosure at the following Racecourses:

Pontefract, Doncaster, Wetherby, Ripon, Thirsk,
Beverley, Cheltenham, Haydock, Chester, Catterick,
FOR YOUR BOTTLED BEERS TRY Redcar, Sedgefield & Newcastle, Southwell, York

The

GREEN LANE

also at Kinsley Greyhound Stadium

BUILDING

SERVICES FISHERIES BLUI

EXTENSIONS, LAGOON
GARAGES,
BOUNDARY WALLS D BAR

All Property & Roof Repairs
FREE No-Obligation Quotes

(beneath the RJB Family Stana)

Tel: KEITH MORTIMER GARY & CAROLINE FOX OPEN FROM
(01977) 790979 wish 74.00 o 16.30
07710 426064 Featherstone Rovers ViEw THE RuGBY LEAGUE
(Mobile rates apply) all the best MEMORABILIA
81 Ladybalk Lane, Pontefract for the new season
(Established 40 Years) Everyone WELCOME!

28 DAY BUY BACK
No need to sell forever . . . Re-Purchase later
Video, Hi-Fi, Music, Bikes, Sports,
Jewellery, Games, CDs. Vldeotapes and
much more . . . NO HASSLE

WE LIKE TO BUY YOUR ITEMS
FOR INSTANT CASH

fuelling

. ]
DELAYED PRESENTATION br t h b
CHEQUES PERSONAL CHEQUES o 28 I IS rU
HELD FORUPTO 4}’3
CASHED Cash up to £400 of personal cheques for a month
from 0n|y 4% commission We will not present them until funds are available

Cheque card and ID requested
bio-synergy is a leading supplier of sports and nutritional supplements, and the most trusted name for many of the
UK's top athletes and fitness professionals, With over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry, that
should come as no surprise. bio-synergy’s rigorous and scientific approach has put it at the forefront of many new
product innovations. Its top selling Creatine Plus™ fs one of the best creatine supplements in the world. bio-synergy
develops its range of supplements with you in mind; every product designed to help you improve your performance,
from within. bio-synergy’s range s available at over 300 leading sports retailers and fitness clubs natiorwide, including

Most Cheques Cashed 4
ST cHeQUE _JOTTIEJ 01977 60470
John Lewis, Lillywhites, Selfndges (Farmacia), Boots (online) and Fitness First. For details of your nearest

95 cal'"(lll Stl‘eet 5 CASTLEFORD * Subject lo Status * Mimimum age 18 # 1D required www.bio-synergy.co.uk  Stockistor to place yeur order, simply call 020 7935 5291 or visit our website.
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View from the Centre
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UNISON

What a strange old season it's been!

I've never known a competition
where so little can be taken for granted
by so many of the competitors. Clubs
have thrown huge amounts of money
on the gamble of winning the grand final.
You never see a poor bookie, and those
club’s who have taken that gamble are
a perfect illustration of why that’s true.
They have bet huge sums on success
and even as we approach the final
furlong, the odds become seemingly
more meaningless with every game.

We are still in that race, despite
having one of the most topsy turvy
seasons in our history.

As Gary says: “we didn’'t have
enough players for a game of five-a-side
football at the start of the season”.

Rugby league players are special,
quirky people. Can you imagine players
at a professional soccer club waiting to
see who the new coach was going to
be before signing a new deal? Me
neither. Quite rightly, money is important
to professional sports people, but in
Rugby League, a very close knit sport:
human relationships are right up there
as well.

We have all been in the process of
rebuilding this club in every aspect of
its life. Things are coming in stages, but
they are coming. There was a time in
the recent history of the club, when we

www.featherstonerovers.net

with Glyn Robinson

had to defer the [~ =
payment of wages |
of players and staff,
because of the
chaotic and {
precarious nature of |
the club’s finance.
Our sound business practice means that
this is a thing of the past: though not for
some of those clubs who have signed
players on big contracts as part of that
gamble | mentioned. This adherence to
best practice may not have endeared
us to some of our supporters, but it is
fundamental to the way we run the club
and we stand by that. You may not like
the idea of your season being the kind
of roller coaster ride that ours has been
this year: but whether you like it or not,
that kind of uncertainty is one of the
beauties of sport.

With that in mind, it's now time to
thank you, our loyal supporters for
sharing that ride with us. We ride those
ups and downs together. Here’s to more
people sharing the experience with us
next year.

And finally: congratulations to our
Under 21s, who played Huddersfield in
the semi- finals of the play-offs on
Thursday. Well done everyone
concerned, and thanks for your efforts
no matter what the outcome was.

Glyn Robinson

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine
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Away match - 22 August 2004
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POWERGEN

Power in young hands

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament, the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16,000 young players
from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this energising
sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup we're giving
our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

For more information on the Powergen Champion
Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.

Powergen | Power in good hands
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8, 11 & 16 Seater MiniBuses For HIRE
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s ).

10 Grange View
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Rovers

The Featherstone Rovers Independent Association are committed to assisting the club
achieve their potential. Why not join us and help in supporting the club?

FRISA (Featherstone Rovers Independent Supporters Association) are today giving away 100
free jars of jam — you can collect yours at the Freddie Miller gate before or after the match

We ask you to enjoy the contents, and once you've emptied the jar, start to fill it with the loose
change you accumulate over the off-season

Once you've filled it, hand it in at the Club Shop, or at the first home game of next season —
there will be prizes for five randomly-drawn jar-fillers

The sameFRISA 'Spread & Save' initiative last season raised £1,200 - a big chunk of the
£6,000 FRISA raised via its Committee's Initiatives, or received in donations

Another big chunk was donated by the Blue Lagoon Bar — its profit from your drinking! (keep
necking that ale, and remember, you're doing it for the Rovers!)

It all adds to the FRISA coffers - £13,000 is the total FRISA have been able to hand over to
Gary Price this season — money that is ring-fenced for spending solely on building the
First Team squad

It's been FRISA's best fund-raising season yet, and it has helped give Gary the freedom to
experiment with his squad. Some experiments — Feehan, Cardoza - by their very nature, fail.
Others — Zitter, Haughey, Ripley, Greseque — are much more successful

ITTAKES TIME, IT TAKES EFFORT, IT TAKES MONEY

That £6,000 in initiatives and donations (and there were many more of these, big and small) is

the cream on the FRISA cake (or on the jam, or the Lagoonie ale!) — some years are creamier
than others

FRISA’s bread and butter - the only money that FRISA can guarantee to give to Gary, year after
year, so that he can fund key players’ contracts - is that money received in membership
subscriptions

The 120 or soFRISA members, who each subscribe a minimum of £5 per month, have
guaranteed Gary £7,000 this season

Imagine who Gary could fund if, instead of 120 members, FRISA was made up of every person
with Fev in their heart!

Imagine the Featherstone team 2000, 3000FRISA members could finance!

YOU WANT TO SEE FEATHERSTONE ROVERS MOVE UP A GEAR?
IT'S INYOUR HANDS. JOIN FRISA. DO IT NOW.

CALL IN AT THE CLUB SHOP ON STATION LANE,
say you'd like to join FRISA, and leave your name, address, and telephone number
or PHONE FRANK on 602602

FRISA is sponsored by the SHUHAG Indian Restaurant and Takeaway, Featherstone;
SUPERBOWL 2000, Wakefield and Interior Designers, Leeds

www.frisa.f9.co.uk
Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine
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The club could like to thank the following kit sponsors for 2004

UNISON

BEN ARCHIBALD
Sponsored by
MCRLS

STUART DICKENS
Sponsored by
Steven & Danielle
Dickens

RICHARD NEWLOVE

Sponsored by

NATHAN BATTY
Sponsored by
Paul Cox

STEVE DOOLER
Sponsored by
W. N. Hutchinson

JAMES BINKS
Sponsored by
“ERIC “WILEY
Castleford Photo
& Audio Centre

JAMES FORD
Sponsored by
Maragaret Isherwood
Purston Post Office

JON PRESLEY
Sponsored by
ALN
Property Services

Priory Car Centre Ltd

RICHARD BLAKEWAY ey ADAM HAYES JAMIE STOKES
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Sport 44 The Marsh Family Maureen

Tennant King
CARL BRIGGS BRYAN HENARE WAYNE SUTCLIFFE
Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by
Codefarm Ltd David, John & Liz Kay 4 Cuts
Denton
RICHARD CHAPMAN JAMES HOUSTON IAN TONKS
Sponsored by Sponsored by

The Heaton Family

JAMES CARLTON
Sponsored by
The Lycett Family

ANDREW JACKSON
Sponsored by
Mick Hollinworth
‘The Cartoon Man’

LEE WEST
Sponsored by
Paul, Ruth, Louise &
Mark Pratt

Doncaster

JAMIE COVENTRY ANDY JARRETT LEE WILLIAMSON

Sponsored by Sponsored by

Mick Hollinworth OpenPSL Ltd

‘The Cartoon Man’ >

O
PAUL DARLEY CRAIG MOSS MATTY WRAY

Sponsored by Sponsored by Sponsored by

Sal, Frank & Lee AtoZ Len Lumb

Slater Plant Electrics Limited

For sponsorship opportunities contact 01977 702386. Full Kit Sponsorship costs £70
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Wish Featherstone Rovers

every success this season!
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TICKETS £15.00
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Notice Board

UNISON

Tickets will be on sale from Alan in the
Clubhouse from Sunday 20th August.....
limited number available on a first come, first
served basis!

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR
Awards Ceremong " Dinner

Friday 17 September

17.30pm

DRESS: Smart ~ shirt and tie for men

(No jeans or trainers please)

Featherstone Rovers RLFC Official Matchday Magazine
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'NATIONAL

Cumbria on the rise

THE autumn clash between Cumbria and an
ANZAC side made up of Australian and New
Zealand Test players was officially launched last
week — at a time when the three Cumbrian clubs
are on a major high.

The county side will clash with a team
made up of players on the fringes of Tri-Nations
selection, in what will be a fascinating encounter
at Derwent Park in late October.

And Cumbria will be able to call on a host
of players who have enjoyed top seasons at the
county’s three professional clubs.

They are headed by Whitehaven, who
go into today's game at Leigh knowing that
victory will assure them of the NL1 Minor
Premiership.

Given that the Centurions were seen as
red hot favourites from the beginning of the year
right up until three weeks ago, that would be
some achievement for Steve McCormack and
his predominantly local squad.

And it would also put them in pole
position to qualify for the NL1 Grand Final —they
haven't lost at home “all year — and with it, a
chance of promotion to Super League,
something their directors insist they are
equipped to achieve.

Haven's promotion push has been
guided by a number of key players who have
been the model of consistency all year.

Loose forward Craig Walsh must be a
contender for the NL1 Player of the Year award,
while Australian scrum-half Sam Obst has had

LEAGUE

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

TALK

a massive impact since arriving after the start
of the campaign.

McCormack has also had terrific
contributions from the likes of Gary Broadbent,
Howard Hill, Mick Nanyn and David Fatialofa.

In LHF Healthplan NL2, Barrow Raiders
top the division — and like Whitehaven, few would
have predicted that at the beginning of the year.

Wily coach Peter Roe has had a massive
impact on the famous old club, and despite
battling against almost constant injury problems,
has guided them to the top of the tree against
the odds.

Australian packman James King has
been their star performer, with the likes of Darren
Holt and Dave Clark also having massive
seasons.

Workington Town have provided a third
surprise package, overcoming a sluggish start
and a miserable recent past to emerge as
genuine dark horses in the NL2 play-offs.

Kiwi coach Gerard Stokes has been the
man to turn Town's fortunes around, aided by
fellow countrymen Jonny Limmer, Tane
Manihera and Lusi Sione, who have been class
acts on the field.

They also have a healthy sprinkling of
local talent in their ranks, have shored up their
off-field operation and are planning for the future.

All three clubs have seen increased
numbers coming through the gates this season,
and after some dark days in the not-too-distant
past, this is definitely a boom time for Cumbrian
Rugby League.

READ THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUES AND ALL LEVELS OF
THE GAME IN RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS - OUT EVERY MONDAY

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

1Ty

eague Express

EVERY MONDAY

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 P
--.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT totalrughbyleague.com




