Oldham RLFC

Tel: 0161 343 8181

The TEAM SPONS
4 Roudihyeds [[iaEiias
11

OLDHAM {/

1
2
James Bunyan [E
pat rich [
Nic onnson B
6

7

8

9

Jon Goddard
Will Cowell

Steve Wolloy [N Smonknox
paul SouthernJR3

Dane Morgan @ PAN Oliver Wilkes

Phil Farrell JREBN lanknott |
SUBSTITUTES
15

Martin McLoughlin N8 Danny Halliwell

Martin Elswood WA Dave Alstead

Match Officials:

REFEREE: Colin Morris
TOUCH JUDGES: Gerry Hodgson, Darren Turtle
4TH OFFICIAL: Clive Walker

Designed & produced by Siren Creative Ltd 0113 245 6607

O|dham RLFC OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME £2.00

- iy
. A LEIGHGUE OF
TE A

Aatch sponsored by OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

BOUNDARY PARK
SUNDAY 2nd MAY 2004 « KICK OFF 3.00pm




The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH
Steve Molloy

ASSISTANT COACH
Andy Proctor

SENIOR ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland

CLUB CAPTAIN
Phil Farrell

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Nic Walker & Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER
David Lord

COMMERCIAL MANAGER
David Bradshaw

OFFICE MANAGER
Jacki Collier

PROGRAMME EDITOR
Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

CONTENTS

3 In The Chairman’s Opinion
Chris Hamilton looks at an eventful week

5 Coachlines
Steve Molioy - Looking back on recent games
7 |In The Captains Corner
Phil Farrell on Oldham’s strength in previous games
9/In Yer Face
With Geoff Cooke

10 |From The Pen Of
Michael Turner

11/As lan Sees It
Looking ahead to the new season
12-13 140 NOT OUT!
A special feature on Roger Halstead
14 |A Classic Moment
Roger Halstead's first journalistic piece
16 Today’s Opponents
Leigh Centurions
17-19 |Player Profile
A look at the career of Martin Elswood

21 Player Sponsorshi
A look at the current squad and
their sponsors

22 |Roughyed Kids & Co
Events for all the family and
today’s mascot

250n This Day
Don Yates looks back to May 2nd
yesteryear

28 | Club News

30 |League Weekly
Up to date news from the League Weekly

32 National League Talk
“Time for a rethink” by Gareth Walker

33 | Senior Academy
34 |Fixtures & Sponsors
36 | Today's Teams

1

998-2003

Trans-Penine Cup
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MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 175 - (2~ 1332 - September 2003
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phi Farre. €7 - *Agr 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February Tst 1533 - Apnil 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Mark Sibson, 23 -
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 -
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 1

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Rodes 7 - 20072002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - °
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 -
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 -
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roces 18
TRIES IN MATCH:  Mark Sibson v Wigan

w

C-200

Juces, 4 - Feb Bth 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v QueessSury 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Charey Lyma. & - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park

GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Sweion Loms. 90 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park

POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewstury S2ms 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross

(7 goals, 3 tres
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden « Ware=mon Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at
Derwent Park

John Sraccish » =ul K&, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New

Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN  « “oris Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 15t 2001
& Suntngton Stadium

ry (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001

"the ability of
the players to
get better and

C 3= #nd at Boundary Park © /

better each
season is
bewildering

OPINION

with CHRIS HAMILTON

Last week’s game was certainly
eventful and | have to admit to
having got caught up in all the
emotion.

It was a game that | believe we did
not deserve to lose and to play
with 12 men for 55 minutes and still
give ourselves the opportunity to
win was a tremendous effort
especially in the hot conditions.

One thing is for sure - | did not endear
myself to the Doncaster fans by stating
that we deserved to win the game in
the after match speeches but as most
of you will know by now if something
has to be said then that is what will
happen regardless of who it upsets.

As Chairman of the club | have a duty
to stand up for the players when
necessary and last week was one of
those occasions when it seemed we
could do no right.

Coming off the pitch the lads were
bitterly disappointed and we again
showed that this season we will have
no problem scoring points but we need
to improve our defence - with a man
down for so long last week i don't think
it would be right to question the tries
we conceded although the team will no
doubt be looking at ways we can do
better.

Another big surprise was the crowd
which at 835 was a major let down and
at least half of that must have been
Oldham fans who again got behind
the team in very vocal fashion.

So we have again failed to qualify for
the last eight of the Arriva Trains
competition and that is a big
disappointment to everyone at the
club

The plus point of course is that we can
now use the cliche that it allows us to
concentrate on the league!

In doing that we today welcome
everyone connected with the Leigh club
for what should be a fantastic game of
rugby league.

IN THE CHAIRMAN'S

In our Arriva Cup meetings Leigh
certainly showed us the way home
particularly in the meeting at Boundary
Park and | am sure they will be ready for
everything we manage to throw at
them today. The LHF Healthplan
National League One has already
shown that it is again going to be a very
intense competition and prescriptions
of calming drugs have again reached
epedemic  proportions  amongst
Chairmen and Coaches alike.

There is one thing for sure the ability of
the players to get better and better
each season is bewildering and | take
my hat off to them in being able to
work full time and then train virtually
every day before playing at the
weekend.

It is to be hoped that with a new
sponsor on board, for which we are
very grateful, and some TV coverage
again we can start to get these athletes
some of the accolades they deserve
because everything good in this game is
far from restricted to Super League
only.

Today | must also make mention of our
Match Sponsors the Oldham Chronicle
who are celebrating their 150th
Anniversary. They are here as part of
their various events this week and how
appropriate that the man who wrote
the rugby league report in their first
ever paper is still writing them today -
well done Roger Halstead!

Your support the last few weeks has
increased in volume with each game
we have played and the people who
sing and shout every week must be
delighted that more of you are
following their lead!

We have played some terrific rugby
over the last few weeks and hopefully
things will continue on the up. With
that in mind please cheer the team on
today in what will definitely be a very
hard game.

Enjoy the game
Christopher

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.
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Together
a winning
team

Oldham Council

is proud of its
‘association with
Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.
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with STEVE MOLLOY

Welcome to Boundary Park
on this bank holiday
weekend to what we hope
will be a bumper crowd for
two of the form teams of the
competition. Leigh have set
the Arriva Trains Cup alight
with some pulsating rugby
which unfortunately we
were on the back end of, but
the less said about that the
better. Today is certainly
another benchmark to show
what progress we have
made since that first
weekend in March.

With our Arriva commitments
over after last week’s play off, it
makes today’s game even more
important as a measure of a
good side is how well they
bounce back from a
disappointment

A very big thank you to all of
you who made the effort to
follow us to Doncaster. It
certainly didn‘t go unnoticed
how vocal you were and how

" Today is certainly

another benchmark

to show what

progress we have
made

COACHLINES

much support you showed the
guys after Martin's sending off
Having watched the incident
several times it is evident there
was no malice in the challenge
and | hope that with this and
Martin's excellent disciplinary
record that that will be the end
of it.

It has been a pleasure to
welcome Phil Farrell back into
the fold after a lengthy absence
and it is a mark of the player to
see how easily he has fitted
back into the team. It would
also be remiss of me not to
congratulate Lee Doran for the
way he has conducted himself
as a player and a leader in Phil
and John Hough's enforced g
absences I'm sure the
experience can have only been
good for him

Recently, for the first time this
season I've had the pleasure of
having selection problems of
the other kind - who to leave §
out. This can only be good for
the squad, but spare a thought
for poor Gavin Johnson who
after missing the majority of the
Arriva Train games with an
accident in training where he
damaged his ankle ligaments,
forced his way back into the 17
and then breaks his lower leg in
another  training  ground
accident. How unlucky can a
guy be? Let’s all hope he
makes a speedy recovery

Enjoy the game,
Steve
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otalplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

e

otalplus

Northern House, Moss Street Easl, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL8 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

IN THE CAPTAIN’'S CORNER

with PHIL FARRELL

Since the last home match we have had two really
hard away games against Halifax and Doncaster,
both in my opinion producing good
performances. On a personal note in the game
against Halifax it was a relief to get back on the
meadow and play a game of rugby league again.
In my entire career I've never been out of the
game long with injury so this was all a new
experience. | was surprised how unfazed | was
before the game but it was good to get that first
tackle in and realise that my shoulder was coping
0.K

And what a professional performance it was. Let's not
forget we were away from home against one of the
teams talked up as favourites. | thought our defence
was the best it has been all season and we managed to
maintain it for the full 80 minutes for the first time as
well. What a great following there was from Oldham
as well. When we ran out it was as if it was a home
game and you really don’t know how much that helps.

At Doncaster we were all disappointed with the result
but not with the performance. Many teams’ heads
would have dropped after “Macca” (Martin
McLoughlin) was sent off but it just inspired us to give
that bit extra. “Macca” isn‘t a dirty player. His record
speaks for itself, not only has he never been sent off
before, but never even been sin binned and how many
props can say that. After seeing the incident on video
| don’t think there was anything malicious

Again your support was superb, especially after
"Macca's” red card, it really did help us all and | really
believe that if we bad had another 5 minutes we would
have won. Paul Southern is certainly having no luck,
not only is he playing through the pain barrier every
week with his groin injury but broke a finger in his hand
in the first few minutes of the Doncaster game. He
managed to last over 60 minutes of the game, which
shows the commitment, and determination he has
He is determined to carry on playing with both injuries
for the next two vital games as well. | thought it was
rather cruel of one of the guys who said if he was a
racehorse they would have put him down

Editors note: Faz seems to have had a difficulty this
week coming up with any more embarrassing stories
about his team mates (That’s a change) so | thought I'd
give my twopennorth. You must have all seen the
advert for Vauxhall people carriers on the tele., where
the two young lads are talking about their parents and
families as if they were adults. A great advert, but just
look at the lad who has the final line, “Who's not been
to the toilet?” If that's not Faz as a kid I'll start to
support Hornets

Today should be a great game and we are all up for it,
please continue with your superb support.

n
o
N

“I thought our

defence was

the best it has
been all season”

www.roughyeds.co.uk page -



Daniel Thwaites are proud to be sponsors

of Oldham Rugby League Club and wish

them every success for the season

For further details please contact

It may seem unwise to refer to betting odds
given the current scandal surrounding certain
players at St. Helens but | was more than a
little surprised that William Hill's were offering
40/1 against Oldham winning National League
one. According to Hill's only Rochdale and
Keighley are likely to finish below Oldham.
Don't make me laugh! | know bookies rarely
get their calculations wrong and | am not
normally a betting man but at these odds
(although they may have shortened a bit since
the Roughyed's victories over Featherstone
and Halifax) the team is well worth a punt. £10
invested at 40/1 is a nice little earner. On what
I've seen so far Leigh may be justified
favourites for the title but Oldham have run
into good form since the debacle in February
and are beginning to look a pretty good side.
The team is well balanced with clever
halfbacks, pace in the three quarters, ground
makers in the pack and line busters in the back
three.

Today's game will give us a good idea of the
progress the team has made but significantly
improved defence and the timely return of
inspirational skipper Phil Farrell have given the
side an altogether more formidable look. To
me Oldham have more strength in depth this
season and are more likely to stay the course
than last year. All the more pity, therefore that
the team exited the Arriva Trains Cup at
Doncaster last week because here was a game
we could and should have won. Martin
McLaughlin’s sending off was crucial and is
inexplicable when a Doncaster player is placed
on report for an equally bad offence. | have
said before that the ‘on report' system is badly
flawed. if a player referred to the disciplinary
committee is subsegently found guilty of an
offence and suspended then that club's next
opponents get the benefit of playing a
weakened team and not the side that was
originally offended against. that can't be right.

Even a sin-binning would give the current
opponents some advantage if only for ten
minutes. These days teams find it extremely
difficult to hold out for ten minutes when a
man short and even when they do the extra
energy expended can have a telling effect late
in the game. Much better, therefore, a system
whereby retribution is immediate. After all
there is no reason why an offence should not
go ‘on report' as well as incurring a sin-binning.
And, finally, regarding last week's game it
surely cannot be right that Oldham get the
same referee for the fifth time this season

goad their opponents. As an example, when
Doncaster kicked off straight into touch at the
commencement of last week's match P.J.
Solomon goaded Lee Doran quite
unnecessarily. A good official might have
picked up on this immediately and by nipping
it in the bud have saved himself more serious
trouble later. That said no referee ever
punched a player (to the best of my
knowledge, that is) and player's must take
responsibility for their own actions in the heat
of battle because any inclination to 'blow up’
will be ruthlessly exploited by professional
opposition.

So the Powergen Challenge Cup Final is to be a
contest between old rivals St. Helens and
Wigan. Saints’ achievement in reaching this
final despite facing Super League opposition in
every round is remarkable and will, no doubt,
make them favourites to lift the trophy. it is a
pity, therefore, that their achievement should
be overshadowed by the aforementioned
betting scandal. it was noticeable how media
sources which can barely scrape a mention or a
column inch of our game were quickly on the
bandwagon of condemnation with massive
spreads of the latest news. If only the quality of
play could generate such interest! However, in
among all the schemozzle St. Helens did
themselves no favours by banning the Daily
Mail the originators of the story (subsequently
rescinded). It is never wise to 'shoot the
messenger'. After all, the original sin lies closer
to home. Here’s hoping that the long term (no
pun intended) results are not too damaging
and that two full strength sides turn out at the
Millennium Stadium for what promises to be
an enthralling match.

don't recognise which team is setting out to \
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lee Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Lid.

Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,

\aiready it always surprises me when officials Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

Thwaites Brewery Customer Services on 01254 686868

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk
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“Roughyeds v Leigh”

Photo 1. Our first photograph
shows action from the last
year's league match played here
at Boundary Park on May 25th
2003. Gareth Barber is about to
be “met” by Dale Cardoza.
Oldham won the match (12 -
10) before a crowd of 1,691
courtesy of a Gavin Dodd try
and four goals from Simon
Svabic.

Photo 2. For our second image
we go back to 1964 and a
“Western Region” match (the
Arriva Trains Cup of its day)
played at Watersheddings on
March 28th. The action shows
John Donovan and Geoff Sims
in pursuit of the Leigh scrum
half Entwistle. The Roughyeds
won by twelve points to nil
with the aforementioned Sims
and Donovan each scoring a try
supplemented by three goals
from Frank Dyson. The
attendance was 6,899.

Picture 2

What on earth is going on at St Helens?
They began the season in superb form,
their performances in the cup and the early
rounds of Super League thoroughly
vindicating coach lan Millward’s comments
about the high quality of their pre-season
preparations. Attendances were up, too,
demonstrating how much the steeped-in-
_l RL local fans were appreciating the quality
of the fare being served up for them, both
at Knowsley Road and on away grounds.

Then, suddenly, we get the farcical team
selection for the Easter Monday game at
Odsal, the embarrassing post-match press
conference with Millward that followed,
and then accusations of players betting on
their team losing making national media
headlines.

Of course, this is not the first occasion, nor
will it be the last, when a club puts out a
weaker side than it has to, for what it
considers to be some strategic reason.
However, in a professional sport, it has to
be stressed that it is fundamentally wrong.
Unless it can be justifiably assumed, by
other clubs and by supporters, that players
are trying their best, and that clubs are too,
to win each game they play, then the whole
raison d’etre of the sport falls into
disrepute.

No doubt there were valid reasons for some
individuals not to play at Odsal - but not as
many as Millward de-selected, surely? And
hls rather pathe;lec attltude and responses

‘AS IAN SEES IT)

with IAN WILSON

With regard to betting, then | think
everyone would agree that, for the sake of
a sport's integrity, again, it is completely
unacceptable. Betting means money, with
the chance of big winners and big losers,
and so the possibility of dishonesty and
corruption is an inevitable knock-on effect.
I am not for one minute suggesting that
such evils are involved in this particular
case; merely that the attempt to avoid
them must mean the complete outlawing
of any aspect of the activity by players and
officials, which, of course, we do, as a
game.

Ultimately, one wonders about the overall
management of the club. Did the board
approve the Odsal team selection? If so,
they are not fit to run a club; if not, exactly
who is in charge there? But it is all very
sad for the game overall. At a time when
we should all be celebrating the quality on
the field, and more competitive leagues
than ever
before, St
Helens’
induced
controversy is
inevitably the
focus of

thed‘
media.
-
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40 NOT OUT!

;ﬂ arland-and Brian Walker have for this issue comb
NEWS and WALKERBOUT pages to cele,_, ra

journalistic milestone.

R as though they were

ed just a season or two ago. Though
one man, this afternoon sat in his usual
~ seat in the press box, will have more
_reason than most to scratch his head and
ask where those 40 years have gone.

On Monday the 20th April 1964, Roger
Halstead, hair now greyer, wider ‘round
the middle, still licking the stub of his
pencil and having only just scrapped the
Morris Minor that all those years ago
joined the traffic jam that stretched from
Standedge to Fartown was, on that spring

allenge Cup matches‘

noon, a pup reporter ona mlssnen.

This now doyen of rugby league scribes,
was then about to make his Chronicle
debut reporting on the second of those

two semi final replays, having taken over
from Ken Ashton, who in turn, had just
departed Union St for Fleet St.

“OLDHAM WON'T MAKE THE SAME
MISTAKE AGAIN”, followed by “FADE-
OUT FOILS A GLORIOUS REPLAY RALLY"
were Ashton’s swansongs; “DYSON’S
INJURY KEPT SECRET” was to be Roger’s
first teatime headline, disguising the
disappointment to come for thousands of
Oldhamers. (See page 14).

2003 : The flrst Golden Boot Award

grace the Twin
Nevertheless, like wnth the rest of the

pumping at most of the 1,500 or so
Oldham first team matches that he has
covered since

Oldham RLFC and its supporters, unlike
those at some clubs, have, down the
years, been lucky to have been able to
enjoy an excellent standard of local
press coverage and it's fair to say that
most copies of the Chronicle are still
read back page first. When Roger was
last year presented with the inaugural
Oldham Supporters Club’s Golden Boot
trophy awarded to the person judged
to have contributed most to the
progression of rugby league in the
town | know that he was just a little bit
embarrassed. He needn’t have been. If
the same trophy had been
in existence over those 40
years he would have won it
more than just the once.

So Roger, on behalf of
Oldham fans everywhere
congratulations on being
40 not out. It’s just a shame
that during those years we
didn't win a major trophy
or three.

See overleaf for that first
Roger Halstead match
report

faithful, hope springs eternal and the
adrenalin will have been quietly

THE RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Challenge Cup Semi-Final — Second Replay

HULL K.R. v. OLDHAM

At
FARTOWN
HUDDERSFIELD

25 Years on..

VER ANNIVERSARY
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DYSON’S INJURY KEPT SECRET

OLDHAM 1-0-2, HULL KR 3-2-1
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Seoni-Fual —

Second Replay

v. OLDHAM

FRANK DYSON, the man whose
ambition of steering Oldham 1o
Wembley was shattered by puce and
crall in front of thousands of his home
town fans, hobbled painfully through
three-quarters of this game with a
suspected broken toe - und none of the
Oldham lads knew until Dyson took
ofT his boot at the end!lt v

kept secret of the whole t

Only & handful of officials knew of the
Oldham full back’s injury and they
decided 1o suy nothing

Club physiotherapist Dennis Wright
told me allerwards: “Frank was obviously
in pain. But we decided it would be better
10 keep the news fr
none of them knew
maich.”

The injury happened midway through
the first half, when Dyson suddenly felt
seuring pain in the big e of his nght fom

1 don’t know how it happened but it was
aid Frank afterwards

Dyson iy 1o have the 1oe Xorayed today
he, more than anyone, knows that Oldham

other lads, and
until after the

Harry Mwor and Len Mclntyre stop a Rovers attack

have no excuse for a defeat, which can be
summed up in one word
For vinually the first e |
mammoth lic, Rovers tumed
football. Not the mdividual brilliance of
out half Alan Burwell s in the Swinton
game, but an all round tcam display of

by ROGER HAI

support work and strong running. whi
left Oldham groggy in the d half

Many Rovers fans thought skipper
Harry Poole had boobed wh

Oldham s stacks with a simplicity which
had 10 be seen 1o be believed

Poole, of course, had facts to support
his theory that the wind would prove
decisive in the second hall. He knew
Oldham were expected (o get on top as the
game wore on - as ot Swinton - and he
knew the big oot of Len Clark could
drive them back

Things did not quite work out like that
because Oldham never showed the second
half fight nor the pack power that wis
expected from the But on I
couple of occasions they did venture into
Ruovers” termitory i a bidd 10 wipe out the
deficit, Clark was there 10 kick Rovers
back into the attack
CHANCES

Bt Oldham  can  only  blame
themselves for falling ar the vital cup
hurdie

Len Mclntyre outhooked intemational
Flash Flasagan 13-10 and the conditions
were so much in Oldham’s fa
Rovers made no secret of their pre-
annoyance At the seven-a-side
competition held at Fartown on Sunday

More that that, Oldham had their
first half chances and, in my book, they
should have turned round with at least
o two try lead,

Watersheddings  fans  are sl
scrutching their heads in amazement at
Geoff Robinson’s inside kick when he had
the Rovers' defence sprendeagled und
Geoff Sims charging up the wing in

support with an almost clear run 10 the
line
They were staggered too, when Charlic
Bout held on only minutes before with
Peter  Smethurst and  Trevor Simms
flanking out on his left
ut (Iu chances went begging - and
against a team of temer like tackiers like
R chances like that have to be taken
GONE was the biscking up of the
Oldham pack, which has swamped even
the strongest of opposition in the cup run
this term
GONE were the lighiening breaks of
Stuart Whitcheud and Geoff Robinson
GONE 100, was the immaculate cover
for which Oldham had become known
throughout the league
And Rovers, held wil the trump cards in
attack, with Burwell and Bunting tuming
i a tremendous display of Meet footed
! ig. It was from one typical Burwell
that Mike Blackmore was semt
own the wing within minutes of

Rovers, it scemed, had leamed the
lessaoms of Headingley and Swinton. The
ball was going 1o be flung about in such o
manner that the Oldham defence cracked
in the 45th minute, when Tyson handed on
1o Flanagan for the hooker (o send
BUNTING wriggl through a namow
gap between Dyson and Mclntyre for the
first try,

KELLETT wcked on the goal
Oldham had their backs to the wall
25 minutes they held out, but wit!
of dropped passes and knock ony
Oldham men. Rovers were able 1o stdrm
IO AN Almost Continuous nitach.

In the 70th minute, the maich was
scaled, Clurk drove Oldham back with
another ruking kick, and from the scrum
the ball was fanned out quickly to E llml

the bouncing Burwell, for the

inside and send BLAC k\lliR[‘
alth partially haled,

ELL aguin goaled - and that was

t. But the best tleam won

The man | felt sorry for in the Oldham
Iine up was Vin Nestor, the out half with
the tremendous task of putting the skids
under Burwell, Nestor was oul o repeat
the job he did wt Headingley and, 10 a
certain extent, he did button up Burwell i
the first half

Hut a hm.l soon after the interval

concussion, ended the

defence, and, after

e middle for much o

c i 1 the wing in the

lale stages mvh Juhu 0 and Geoll

\n'hmg went right, either, for Jackie
Pycroft, but the main thom in Oldham s
side was the fact that the pack, expected te
win the day. wax bheaten by the
running and backing up of the Ro

HOW THE POINTS (
27 - Kellett goal 2.0
38 - Dyson goal 2-2
Half Tme: 2.2
45 « Bunting try, Kellett goal 7.3
70 « Bluckmore try, Kellet goal 12.2
OLDHAM: Dyson; Sims, Donova
Smethurst, Simms, Nestor, Pycroft; Bott
Mclntyre, Wilson, Whitehead, Robinson
Major
HULL KR: Kellett, Paul, Major, Elton
Blackmore; Burwell, Bunting, Tyson
Flanagan, Drake, P -

: 33,003, Rrulpu £6.216
(Ground nu-nlv

Unrivalled coverage of
Oldham Rugby League
spanning 3 centuries!

Joe Ferguson
1899 to 1923

Arguably the greatest ever Oldham player, Joe made a
record 627 appearances for the club. But for the First
World War his appearances may have crept up to 700, a
fantastic record

Alan Davies
1950 to 1961

Of all the big-name players who graced Watersheddings
in the “Fabulous Fifties”, Alan Davies was king. One of
the greatest centres the sport has ever produced, Davies
was the complete rugby league player

John Hough

1998 to present

John, a local lad, made Oldham RL history on December 2,
1997, when he became the new Roughyeds club’s first
signing. With 180 appearances, he is now contracted for
2004 and looking forward to his 7th season as a Roughyed

Across the decades, the Chronicle has kept its readers on the ball with match reports
news and views from Oldham Rugby League Club the Chronicle’s reporters andg
photographers have been there for every game

From the club’s first game in 1895 to its most successful post-war season in 1956-5
to the present Oldham Roughyeds, the Chronicle has been on the touchline!

Make the most of your evening with Score on Monday and Roughyeds Round-uj
every week during the season

The voice of Oldham for 150 years




gh's most lethal attacklng
nlggllng injuries all season Neil
ing haul of tries to add to the
boot. Has made the nof shirt his own
at Lelgh. Can also fill in at number 6.

Another ex Warrington player. Dave has a
rt to his Leigh career but lost a fittle when he started
Played full back and on the wing for Leigh, strong
kick added to a good turn of pace and sound
nce. Will be looking to start more games this year.

rk McCulley. Mark McCulley followed Darren Abram
out of Leigh and now he has followed him back. Mark lacks
natural pace but makes up for it with a brilliant step and
great offloading in the tackle. Is also an accomplished goal
kicker.

Damian Munro. Leigh picked up Damian after he was
released by Widnes. and made an immediate impact on the
Leigh fans. One of the fastest players around in the NL.
A great eye for the interception as well,

Dale Cardoza. Dale has made an outstanding start to his
Leigh career. One of the most explosive 3/4 around when his
head is switched on. Does have a tendency to get involved
with the niggling side. but definitely a player you want on
your side and not the opposition side. Bit strong and very
fast Dale will again be a major player for Leigh in 2004,

Danny Halliwell. Danny joined his hometown team after
spells with Halifax and a loan spell at Warrington. A good
turn of speed and a great rugby brain. Will be a stand out
player in the NL.

Dan Potter. Destroyed Leigh last season while at Oldham
on loan from Widnes. Can play 2nd row or Centre. Will be
looking to grab the shirt left by Alan Hadcrofts departure.

Chris Percival. Another signing from Widnes. Chris is
another back with pace to burn and brings valuable SL
experience to the Leigh side.

Tommy Martyn. Joined his hometown team late last
season after a highly successful spell with Saint Helens. One
of the greats of the game. Won numerous awards and titles
at Saints and will be hoping that winning mentality rubs off
at Leigh. Also assisting with the coaching.

John Duffy. John is in his second spell at Leigh after
spending 6 months with the Chorley Lynx. Had a highly
influential season last year and has certainly cemented the
scrum half role. Inventive with the ball in hands John has
vastly improved his kicking game as well. Was recognised
with a call up to the Scotland squad. Has had previous spells
at Warrington and Salford.

Steve Madden. Steve joins Leigh after failing to break
through at Saints. A speedy centre Steve showed immense
talent at Warrington until a broken leg ruled him out. Will
be looking to get his career back on track.

Heath Cruickshank. Heath is back at Leigh after being
forced to leave Leigh when the NL quota was cut. Heath has
bulked up since at Leigh and has moved from the 2nd row
to the front row. A great tackler and strong runner.

Richard Marshall. Another local lad who is coming to play
for his hometown team. Has played for Huddersfield and
London in SL. Prop/2nd row.

Simon Knox. Now in his 2nd spell after a hugely
disappointing 1st spell. Simon was in outstanding form for
Swinton last season and nearly beat Leigh on his own in the
Arriva Trains Cup, Was a member of Widnes's grand final
wining team as well,

Paul Norman. Has recovered well from surgery on his
knee. Takes the ball in hard and is a strong tackler. What he
lacks in size he more than makes up in heart. A real crowd
favourite at Hilton Park.

Oli Wilkes. Oli joins Leigh after impressing for Keighley last
season. A young and enthusiastic 2nd Rower. Tackles well
above his weight. Another Scottish international at Leigh.

lan Knott. lan steps down a division to join Leigh after
highly successful spells with Warrington and Wakefield. An
accomplished 2nd rower or loose forward, lan was a regular
try scorer in SL along with a dependable kicker. Will be
looking to replace Adam Bristow in the no13 shirt.

Paul Rowley. Outstanding last season and Leigh fans will
be expecting more of the same this year. Paul ended last
season after copping a ban which meant he missed the
Grand Final against Salford. He will be looking to put one
over on his ex club Halifax this year.

Dave McConnell. Dave left Saints last season for Chorley
where he spent a few months before being snapped up by
London, A dependable player who can slot in at loose
forward or Hooker.

Anthony Blackwood. Ant never got a look in at
Leigh last season and was loaned out to Chorley.
Played a few highly impressive games for Leigh

the year before. Plays in the

2nd Row but can also
fill in at centre.

Adam  Bibey.
Adam is of
course brother to
Ricky who was at
Leigh last year.
But is rated as
a far Dbetter
prospect. Massive
for a young lad
will be looking
to break into
the 1st team
this season as
his only 1st
team experience
was 18th man
at Hull Kr.

PLAYER

PROFILE

MARTIN Elswood fulfilled an ambition |

last November when he signed a one-

year contract to play for the club that

he and his family have supported all
their lives.

Indeed, his businessman father Frank is
a club sponsor who backs, among other
things, the Roughyeds Kids and when
Martin signed on the dotted line for his
hometown club he told the Oldham
Evening Chronicle: "My Dad was more
made up than | was."

At the age of 20 and relatively
inexperienced in terms of first-team
rugby, Martin has ambitions of going
into Super League with the Roughyeds.

He has made a good start, too, to his
Oldham career, having played in 12 of

the Roughyeds 16 matches in all’

competitions so far this season. He has
only made the starting line-up twice,

but ten appearances from the bench
have indicated clearly that he is held in
some regard by player-coach Steve.

Molloy.

Like Nick Johnson, Elswood is a local lad
who has come "home" from a Super
League club. Johnson came from
Bradford Bulls, Elswood from
Huddersfield Giants where he had spent

three years in the Giants youth set-up

and where he played regularly in the
alliance (before it was scrapped) and
the academy sides.

Once on schoolboy forms as a centre-
back with Oldham Athletic, he lives in
Shaw and is no stranger to Boundary
Park and its surroundings. He can
handle a rugby ball, but he can also kick
a soccer ball, as he is always willing to
demonstrate whenever a round ball
finds its way on to a Roughyeds training
paddock, be it at Manor Park or Grange.

He took up rugby as a 15-year-old with
Royton Tigers after being released by
Athletic. Within a year he had won
town team and regional schoolboy
honours at rugby and a Huddersfield
scout had taken him to the McAlpine
where he played regularly in the junior
and under-21 senior academy teams.

MARTIN ELSWOOD

1a




MARTIN ELSWOOD cox

A former head boy at North Chadderton School,
which has produced a few rugby league
professionals in the past few years, he was
offered a new pay-as-you-play deal by the
Super League club, but he decided it was time
to make a major career decision and strive for
the chance of first-team rugby even if it meant
leaving the Giants behind and starting afresh in
the National League.

He hopes it will be a case of one step backwards
leading to two steps forward -- with Oldham.

He said: "If | was going to play in the National
League | didn't want to play anywhere other
than Oldham. | have supported the club all my
life.

"l actually asked Huddersfield to ring Steve
Molloy on my behalf to see if there were any
openings with the Roughyeds and | was
delighted when he got in touch.

"My contract talks took five minutes flat. Chris
Hamilton and Steve really sold the club to me.
They are ambitious. They are aiming for Super

League and so am . If we were to get there
together it would be a dream come true."

Elswood, who works in the family business, has
strung together eight consecutive appearances
for the first team and is regarded as an
important part of the first-team squad.

Apart from 18-year-old prop Adam Sharples,
who makes only infrequent first-team
appearances at this embryonic stage of his
career, Elswood is the "baby" of the first-team
squad.

He is younger than Nick Johnson and Lee Marsh
by a few months, but his 21st birthday isn't far
off --- and that will be another reason to
celebrate for Martin, whose long-term fiancee
presented him with a baby daughter only last
week.

ROGER HALSTEAD.

OLDHAM RLFC v FEATHERSTONE ROVERS




At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
you need to get the

"~Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

L ceorse i

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Sawmills, Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
- E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

Timbar & Building Supphiss

//I George n}‘ll

—right RESULT every time.

! Branches at: Bolton: Tel: 01204 384867 Nelson: Tel: 01282 613933 Sale: Tel:0161 969 7543

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Lansdown
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Demolition work undertaken
All materials can either be
collected or delivered

Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

R k=

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

O PILGRIM |

I T E RN AT IO N AL

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

W.pilgrim-international.co.uk
el:0161 785 7700
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2004

GARETH
BARBER

RED BY

| = OLDHAM
ADVERTISER

l

* | SPONSORED BY
.5 JOHN
L% BARRETT

CRAIG
| FARRIMOND
SPONSORED BY
THE KING
FAMILY

NICK
! JOHNSON

SPONSORED BY
AJF
EXPRESS

TOTALPLUS

IAN
WATSON
SPONSORED BY

¥ TYMBUKTU
HEALTH &
BEAUTY CLINIC

PAT
RICH

| SPONSORED BY

H Mullaney
& Son Ltd.
Skip Hire

PAUL
BENNETI’

ROUGHYETTES

4 ROUGHYED

KIDS

LEE
DORAN
SPONSORED BY

SADDLEWORTH

HEPTONSTALL /
KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

MANCHESTER
AIRPORT

ADAM
SHARPLES
SPONSORED BY
IAIN TAYLOR

&
ROSS WILCOCK

W JAMES
BUNYAN

MARTIN
ELSWOOD

SPONSORED BY

GED SMITH

(ELECTRICAL

SERVICES)

JOHN
HOUGH

SPONSORED BY

M FRED
‘ ﬁ LAUGHTON

PAUL
SOUTHERN

SPONSORED BY

SUNSEEKER
SOLAR
ENERGY

PHIL
FARRELL
SPONSORED BY
FATBUZ

SVABIC
SPONSORED BY
LEES VILLAGE

SERVICE
STATION

MOLLOY
SPONSORED BY
OLDHAM
ADVERTISER

For all Sponsorship deals
ring Dave on 0161 628 3677
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What a team! Any of you who
went to Halifax couldn’t fail to
be impressed, the lads are
doing great and because of this
we are getting more “Kids”
joining up, so tell your friends
that if they want a great
afternoon out, come down to
Oldham Rugby.

Now that Faz is back in action, Carole and | would like to say
ToDAYS MASCOTS

a big thank you to Lee Doran for looking after our mascots
while he was acting captain.
We can't praise Lee enough for the effort he made with the
“Kids” and would like him to know it was much
appreciated. Thanks again Lee.

Today's mascot will be a surprise to us as thel. will be
the lucky winner of the Oldham Chronicle
competition, so unfortunately we have no details
for you.

However, thanks to our mascots who represented us
at the away games on the Easter Weekend.

Five-year-old Lewis Tibbs cheered us to a great win at
Rochdale on Good Friday, and our representative at
Halifax was Phoebe er who is no stranger to
centre pitch as she also dances with the Roughyettes.

Thanks once again to our sponsors Saddleworth
Sports, F R Elswood Ltd, The Oldham Advertiser,
Cartridge World Oldham, Warburtons Bakery & ASDA
Chadderton.

Good Luck to Steve & the “Lads”
See you soon

Janet & Carole

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

The league season has really started off superbly, the lads, having worked really hard at every aspect of the game,
have produced some excellent results. We hope that this rich vein of form continues today and with such fine team
spirit there is no reason why this should not be the case.

Speaking of team spirit, the example set by the lads is something, which should be replicated in off the field activities.
It is so important for fans to show their support for the club in as many ways as possible so that everyone is working in
one direction-for the success of Oldham Rugby Club.

Please support events put on at the Social Club. For example the monthly Quiz Nights are also social occasions
where you can meet and chat with other fans as well as testing your knowledge in a light hearted evening out.
Give it a TRY.

DON’T MISS OUT - COME AND JOIN US

the

NOW
playing

even MOre

MusicC
vanety

revolution

SUBWAYg

eaft TTES

We bake our breads FRESH every day.
We slice our salads FRESH every day.
Made FRESH before your very eyes.

A FRESH alternative to pre-made
burgers.

Official supplier to the players.

24 High Street
Oldham.

Tel: 0161 678 2929
Fax: 0161 678 2999




MAKE AN IMPACT!

£600 buys your team
a set of 17 playing kits

Call into Oldham, Failsworth
or Shaw Jobcentres

A wide selection of jobs - full and part time
Information on trainign opportunities
Local and National Jobsearches

Help with Jobsearch skills

Additional help for Single Parents

Advice on Working Families' Tax Credit
Extra help for people with health problems

ou

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am to 5.00pm

Job Centre®

Pant of the Jobcentre Plus network
Department 1or work and Pensions

Call Mike Humble
for details on
07736 683 827

KUKRI

Who Wears Wins

www.kukrisports.com

JINSE ’-\‘"./\; 1 ORIES UINDO S & DOOR

Tel: 01706 880887

Showsite & Office:
Booth's Garden Centre,
Turf Lane, Royton
Oldham OL2 6JH

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

ON THIS DAY

DON YATES LOOKS BACK TO MAY 2ND YESTERYEAR

Ninety-six years ago, in 1908, Oldham had a
superb team which ended the league campaign
on top of the table. They lost only two league
matches all season, beat the New Zealand touring
team, and won both the Lancashire League and
Lancashire Cup. They lost at Hunslet in the
Challenge Cup but had an opportunity to avenge
that defeat when they met the Yorkshiremen
again in the Championship Final. That final was
staged on Saturday 2nd May at Weaste, Salford
and attracted a crowd of 14,000. Hunslet stand-
off Albert Goldthorpe was the star of that final.
His try and two goals gave Hunslet a 7-4 interval
lead: Oldham came back in the second half when
second-row forward Jim Wright scored the try
which enabled the Roughyeds to draw 7-7. Earlier
scrum-half Tom White had landed two goals for
Oldham. Seven days later Hunslet won the replay
12-2, becoming the first club to win every trophy
available to them in the one season.

Later this month Counthill School will be playing
in the Powergen Schools Cup Final on the eve of
the Challenge Cup Final at Cardiff. What a great
pity it is that these lads will not be appearing at
Wembley as others have in the Cup Final curtain
raiser. On Saturday 2nd May 1987 Leeds
schoolboys beat Warrington 10-0 at Wembley.
Former Oldham players David and Anthony
Gibbons played for Leeds that day and Danny
Arnold turned out for Warrington. Twelve years
ago, on Saturday 2nd May 1992, Oldham beat
Batley & Dewsbury schoolboys 22-6 on the sacred
turf. Gareth Barber played in that match
alongside several other lads who have since gone
on to play open age rugby at various levels of the
game. James Campbell, Daz Nixon, Ryan
Grumbridge, Rhys Orris, Chris Hough and Kevin
Sinfield were also included in the Oldham team
that day.

In the 1963-64 season Oldham won the Second
Division Championship, ending the campaign nine
points clear of second placed Leigh. On Saturday
2nd May 1964 the Roughyeds met Whitehaven up
at Watersheddings less than 24 hours after losing
at St.Helens in the Eastern Division Championship
play-off. Oldham made only one change from the
team which played Saints but they bounced back
from their cup defeat to hammer the Cumbrians
41-5, Vin Nestor (3), Trevor Simms (2), Harry Major,

Stuart Whitehead, John Donovan and Peter
Smethurst scored tries for the Roughyeds that
afternoon and coach Frank Dyson landed seven
goals.

Oldham also had a busy schedule three years ago
when they played seven matches in twenty-one
days. The middle match of that punishing
programme fell on Wednesday 2nd May when
Oldham met Swinton at Gigg Lane. Scrum-half
Neil Roden was in stunning form for the
Roughyeds that evening. He dropped a first half
goal and scored the sixth Oldham try late in the
match. Earlier Kevin Mannion (2), Joe McNicholas,
Gavin Dodd and Pat Rich had scored tries with
Rich also kicking four goals in Oldham’s 33-10 win.

Sadly it was on this day four years ago, Tuesday
2nd May 2000, that the former Oldham second-
row forward Doug Phillips died aged 80 years.
Phillips joined Oldham from Swansea RUFC in late
1944 and made 18

appearances for the
Roughyeds before
being transferred to
Belle Vue Rangers in
January 1947 for
£1,000, quite a big fee

in those days. Whilst
with Oldham, Phillips
toured  Australasia
with the 1946 British
Lions where he
made the first of

his  four  test
appearances. He
toured again in 1950
and also made a
total of nine
appearances for
Wales. Phillips
captained Belle
Vue in 1948
and also spent
three years as
player-coach
with the
Manchester  based
club.




ON THE SOCIAL FRONT

SUPPORTERS SPECIAL
+ FUND RAISING NIGHT

RAFFLE M

MusIC 55 R

%  BIG SCREEN HORSE RACING = o= .

s OWN A HORSE FOR THE NIGHT S
BE A JOCKEY b - 3

TREE, EPSOM AND
e APPENING AT:

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB
FRIDAY 7 MAY 2004 COMMENCING AT 7:45PM
ADMISSION FREE
COME ALONG AND HAVE A GREAT FUN NIGHT AND
SUPPORT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

0161 628 3677

A great place ( |

to learn
. - OLDHAM
BUSINESS

With a wide range of courses to
choose from, you could improve @ MANAGEMENT
your job prospects, aim for SCHOOL
higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER

EDUCATION

Py

o e . x4
i - R
O by L T 5

FORGET YOUR
NEWMARKET IT’S ALL HAPP

Maximise your
potential

Oldham Business Management School offers
Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,
Higher National, NVQ and Professional
Programmes levels. We take pride in offering
courses that turn ambitions into successful
careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

THE
OLDHAM
COLLEGE

www.oldham.ac.uk  learning a new skill.

www.obms.ac.uk

For further information call 0161 615 50 !

For course enquiries and prospectus requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480

Commmenty

N

WRIGLE
5 CLAYDDPO

SO LICITORS since I'7T95

Y
N

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1 HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811
EPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER.,

Better.

www.ijustgotbetter.com

FREEL

DAY PASS

1
1f

for all Oldham Rugby Club's supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL




The Roughyettes, Oldham RLFC's talented
dance troupe raised more than £600 for the
club when they held a sponsored walk from
Boundary Park to Spotland on the 9 April,
where they then entertained the crowd at

toward equipment and clothing for the girls
who entertain the home crowds so well in all
weathers. They are certainly at their
strongest for many years and deserve the
great vocal support they get from the crowd.

Adamsons

s CRASH REPAIR CENTRE sem—

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -+

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD * GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSHIELDS ARMGUARDg
STICK MITTS HEMETs
KICKING TEES PROTECT e VESTs
QUGBY BALS TACKLE pagg
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD cong

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
MITRE
CATRASPORT
HALBRO
RUGBY-TECH WALSH

KOOGA
CANTERBURY

GILBERT
CLASSIC

PUMA

Oldbam Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

half time. Some of the money will go

Has anyone got a spare programme for Good Friday 2000 if so please contact club 6283677

TEXT YOUR MAN OF THE MATCH

Launched TODAY. Fans can vote for their MAN OF THE MATCH and WIN
A VIP DAY OUT AT THEIR CLUB & £50 CASH.

mom (space) oldham (space)

mom oldham 9
mom leigh 7

OFFICES

Michael Meacher MP
Oldham West & Royton

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779

David Heyes MP
Ashton-U-Lyne

Suite 4 St Michaels Court
St Michaels Sq
Ashton-under-Lyne
Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 331 9307

Phil Woolas MP
Oldham East & Saddleworth

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 624 4248

Coun. David Jones
Leader Oldham Labour Group /

Lord Chambers /
11 Church Street /
Oldham OL1 3AN ./

0161 628 8346
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Danny Lockwood, publisher

SUDDENLY flyers are back in fashion. No, not flares, flyers. As in ‘go-faster stripes’.
Vroom-vroom. Wingers with gas in the tank and both feet on the accelerator. We got a
glimpse of a genuine grass-burner last season in the County of Origin game (if | recall
correctly) when young Leeds speedster Mark Calderwood took a quick 20-metre tap
and zipped up the park to the posts like Carl Lewis in spikes being chased by a

bunch of builders in wellies. It was a great sight. | don't know if Calderwood was

making ‘fast car’ noises with his lips as he sped away — but it looked like he was

having that much fun. At St Helens Ade Gardner was giving occasional glimpses of the same pure pace, while
Brian Carney was having the runningest time of his life.

After a year or more of seeing utilitarian players on the Gt Britain flanks (stand-off/centre -1 l}:e ?:;f':;f
Leon Pryce, half back Karl Pratt and back-rower Lee Gilmour to mention just three), it it
looked like we were finally going to get some real wide boys at representative level. Ironically Calderwood's form took a
dip after he failed to make David Waite's midsummer GB train-on squad, and he suffered a crisis in confidence towards
the end of the year, but he remains a gem of a talent and is being carefully rehabilitated by coach Tony Smith. We'll see
fireworks from Calderwood again. Gardner was presumably judged too young for last year’s test series as an equally

wet-behind-the-ears Richard Horne was preferred for the left wing berth — an experience he won't forget in a hurry and
won't ever want to repeat.

Cue season 2004 and we are seeing a true renaissance in the glamour positions — half backs and wingers. If Brett
Dallas didn't start it with his Powergen semi-final hat-trick — including two long range blasts — then he certainly
reminded us that there’s no finer sight than a pure, old fashioned foot-race to the line. Remember Martin Offiah burning
off one Leeds defender after another at Wembley — one of the great tries of all time — or even the long-range effort of
16-year-old Francis Cummins on the same hallowed turf?

But while Danny McGuire and Richard Horne and Jamie Rooney and Sean Long thrill us with their midfield magic, there
remains for me one image that stands out above all others from recent weeks — that of Ade Gardner on Sunday in the
second Powergen Challenge Cup semi-final. Dallas, with his physique, would have found it difficult to use power to bump
off the first tacklers as Gardner did against the Giants. What followed had the hairs on the back of my neck

standing up. The winger accelerated into open space and found full-back Paul Reilly closing down the space between
them. Gardner hadn't time to ‘stand up' the Huddersfield man for a classic step, so he just downshifted and blasted off
with an Offiah-like body swerve, high-stepping away from the clutches of the last man and kicking dust in the faces of
the desperate cover-defenders. Beautiful.

With the typical impetuousness of youth, Gardner was saved only by the video ref from blowing one of the greatest tries
of his career. His flamboyant overarm grounding was a knock on for my old fashioned money, which believes that
‘downward pressure’ means more than a fleeting fingernail for one-zillionth of a second. A former teammate of mine,
Richard Tsimba, scored one of the greatest tries the 15-man code has ever seen, for Zimbabwe in the 1987 World Cup.
Richard capped his sensational high-speed, stepping and swerving run, with a swan dive Greg Louganis would have
cooed at — and promptly blew out his shoulder. A year to reflect on the folly of his showmanship. Thankfully Gardner was
spared any such penance for his theatrics, and we were treated to a mouth-watering taste of how a true wingman can
set fire to a match.

So many things in the modern game can be taught and coached. You don't have to be good at rugby to be a good rugby
player these days. But the ability to beat a man with speed and guile is still a gift from the rugby gods. And they seem to
have showered their favours on a few Brits this year, bless ‘em.

LEAGUE WEEKLY - Featuring Ray French, Denis Betts, Dave ‘Nosey’ Parker,
Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford, plus Phil Hodgson on the amateur game.
Full national & international coverage. Full colour! Full on! EVERY MONDAY

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.
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Hyde - Stephen Howard
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Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584




NATIONAL LEAGUE TALK [

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

TIME FOR A RETHINK

THE draw for the Arriva Trains Cup quarter-finals will
see Hull Kingston Rovers take on Doncaster for a
fourth time already this season, with at least another
meeting scheduled for NL1. Is it time to look at the
format of the National Leagues' Cup competition?

The way the competition is structured at the moment
meant that this kind of thing was always going to
happen. Clubs from the same division playing in the
same ATC group automatically play each other four
times a season - for example Oldham and Leigh.

There is then the possibility of them drawing each
other in the Challenge Cup, ATC knock-out stages and
the NL1 play-offs. In theory, two teams could meet
seven times in one season.

It appears to be one reason for restructuring the ATC
for next year.

There are other obvious problems with the current
set-up.

Kicking the year off with the ATC lessens the impact of
the league season launch, and crowds have suffered
because of that.

And by the end of the ATC group stages, most
qualification issues have been dealt with, making the
Good Friday games largely meaningless and
uninspiring.

The Easter holidays should be a time of bumper
attendances for clubs at this level - but many clubs
missed out because of the nature of their fixtures.

Also, clubs’ momentum for the new season can be
quelled by playing in a group where they struggle -
take Chorley for example. Instead of a positive start to
the new campaign under a promising coach, they took
a fair few hammerings against NL1 sides.

So what could be done to rectify the situation?

Having a Cup competition purely for clubs at this level
is vital - it gives them a trophy to aim for, and as we
will no doubt see in the knock-out stages of the ATC,
interest would rise significantly.

So why not have a straight knock-out competition,
mixed into the National League seasons?

Clubs from NL3 could be introduced in the early
rounds to give the competition a genuine national
feel, and aid them in their own development.

The clubs themselves have one main problem with
that - the lack of enough guaranteed home fixtures.

To counter that, why not play everyone in the league
three times each, giving 27 league fixtures? A number
of National League coaches have suggested that
measure already.

It's not ideal, but Super League has a system where
some clubs play others three times to make up their
required fixtures.

There would be more high quality, balanced games
taking place, with the added incentive of a knock-out
cup.

The ATC hasn't attracted the crowds clubs would like,
and competitive, meaningful league games would
have a better chance.

It would also allow the season to start with a bang.
Super League benefited massively from a big kick-off
this year, with record crowds flocking to the games.
Can you imagine them kicking off with a secondary
competition?

Perhaps it's time for an ATC re-think.

Rugby Leaguer & League Express we will be publishing a midweek edition to cover the Easter Bank
Holiday action. Our Easter Special will be on sale on Thursday 15 April, and will report on all the action
from Easter Monday and Tuesday. It will, as usual, cost just £1. Make sure you order your copy, so you

won't miss any of the Easter action.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

st N

eague Exj

ress

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895

...OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT ¢

John Hough The Roughyeds’
popular vice captain and the club’s
longest serving player has taken
over the role of Senior Academy
coach on a temporary basis
following the resignation of Shaun
Gartland. John is presently out
with an injured knee and although
he still has a few years in him as a
player sees this as vital coaching
experience, which will serve him
well in the future.

The team had a good start to the
season with a convincing 32 - 18
victory over Doncaster but found a
very big and experienced
Huddersfield side just too good for
them and lost 50 - 24 at Manor
Park last Saturday. The permanent
post of Senior Academy Coach has
been advertised and it is hoped

SENIOR ACADEMY

Captain JOHN HOUGH

(Acting Senior Academy Coach)

that the person will be in post in
the next two weeks.

ORLFC ACADEMY FIXTURES 2004

(I7.04.04 Doncaster Dragons H 12.30 pm w 32-18 \
24.04.04  Huddersfield Giants H 12.30 pm L 24-50
01.05.04  Leigh Centurions A 2.30 pm
08.05.04 Dewsbury Rams H 2.30 pm
20.05.04 Huddersfield Giants A 7.30 pm
27.05.04 Featherstone Rovers A 7.30 pm
02.06.04  Keighley Cougars A 7.30 pm
12.06.04 Leigh Centurions H 2.30 pm
16.06.04 Doncaster Dragons A 7.30 pm
26.06.04  Salford City Reds H 2.30 pm
03.07.04  Featherstone Rovers H 2.30 pm
08.07.04  Dewsbury Rams A

.07.0 tyReds A _




RIS Y ou won 't want

OLDHAM EVENING

01/02/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Home . CHRONICL LE

06/02/04 | Castleford Panthers |powergen cc| Home ;i - -~
15/02/04 | Leigh Centurions | AT Cup | Away [15.00] 51-32 231 0161 633 2121
22/02/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Away |15.00f 18-30 | W 3 P e e S EE2s
29/02/04 | Sharlston Rovers  |powergencc| Home X -
07/03/04 | Leigh Centurions | AT Cup | Home TE AM
14/03/04 | Warrington Wolves [powergencc| Home [15.00| 10-44 | L |2859 S P N S R
Quarter Finals TOTAL PLUS

28/03/04 | Rochdale Hornets | AT Cup | Home |18.00{ 56-12 | W |1214 7~ nAa ! - o

| A )
04/04/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Home |15.00| 42-15 | W | 983 CO Nﬂ nw U F\E CA f & C N S

DATE OPPONENTS cup VENUE

21/03/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Away |15.00| 10-40 | W | 370
28/03/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
cC
CC

09/04/04 | Rochdale Homets | AT Cup | Away |15.00] 12-48 [ w [1305 0161 343 8181
12/04/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL1 Home |15.00| 50-24 | W |1320
18/04/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
Semi Final 1 CC
8/04/04 | Halifax NL1 Away |1500]| 6-25 | W |1807 MAN OF THE MATCH
25/04/04 | Powergen Powergen SPONSOR
CC Semi Final 2 CC - -
1A ER =
25/04/04 | Doncaster AT Cup | Away [15.00] 32-28 | L | 835 LEES VILLAGE SEI VICE
02/05/04 | Leigh Centurions | NL1 | Home |15.00 STATION
09/05/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 Away |15.00
15/05/04 | Powergen CC Final  |Powergen CC 0161 624 2306
23/05/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL 1 Home |15.00 =
30/05/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL 1 Home |15.00
06/06/04 | AT Cup Quarter Finals| AT Cup MATCHBALL SPON OR
‘R ANF
13/06/04_| Keighley Cougars | NL1_ | Away |15.00 SUBWAY
20/06/04 | Whitehaven NL 1 Home |15.00
27/06/04 | AT Cup Semi Finals | AT Cup 0161 678 2929
04/07/04 | Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away |15.00 3 o RNl
11/07/04 | Halifax NL 1 Home | 15.00
18/07/04 | At Cup Final AT Cup
25/07/04 | Leigh Centurions NL1 Away |15.00 VOITH P 2!
91/08/04 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 Home 1?.00 0161 643 9273
08/08/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL1 Away |15.00
15/08/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away |15.00

22/08/04 | Keighley Cougars NL 1 Home |15.00

2t [vhton | M1 |y {150 ALL TYPES OF ——
U5/0%/04 eatherstone Rovers INLT way 2.UL

12/09/04 | Doncaster Dragons | NL1 Home | 15.00 MATCH DAY
19/09/04 | NL 1 & 2 Play-offs LT SPONSORSH'P
26/09/04 |NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NLI Oldha
004 JNCTa 2 Payos | U AVAILABLE . Ad
10/10/04 |NL 1 & 2 Grand Finals|  NL1

17/10/04 INL 1 & 2 PomvRelea.|  NLT Oldham RLFC fully support the Let's tackle
i Racism in Rugby League campaign and

ertiser ¢ (2]

rb(sl\é\(l”

s welcomes all players and spectators R , 's omthl‘
Key irrespective of their ethnic or racial 2 =
AT Cup - Arriva Trains Cup origins. Racism has no place in our game
Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup and racist chants are totally unacceptable.

NL1 - National League Division 1 Allow everyone to enjoy the game. It S all about Oldham




