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For news, Sport & entertainment...
.l a greal deal more!

MONDAY THURSDAY

® On The Town ® Moloring
¢ Shopping Bargains ® Junior Sport
e Weekend Sports ® Flashback

Review FR") AY

e Property
¢ Weekend Sports
© What's On Guide

SATURDAY
* 7 Day TV Guide
® Treasure Chest
© Fashion
o The Way We Were

Every night Monday (o Saturday we bring you..
All the local, World, and National news and
Sport.

We print a full Classified Advertisement listing
including 100's of services and producis.

TUESDAY

Each night we carry valuable information
including Chemists rofa, hospital visiting times,
road and (raific information, weather, TV
listings, Business news and the register ol
births, marriages and deatns.

o (ourier Kids
® The Guide

WEDNESDAY

© Jobs Night
® [nside Out
® (lose Up
o Women's World

We provide fun and entertainment each evening
with great competitions, crosswords, and
quizzes. Each year we give away over £50,000
in cash and prizes.

lombies :

. . . to all the players, officials and
supporters from Oldham today.
We are very proud of our
reputation for good hospitality
here in Halifax, and whatever the
result on the field we trust you
will enjoy your first visit to the
Shay Stadium.

We are now into the newly sponsored
LHF Healthplan National League
Division 1, and our record of |1 game
and | loss versus Doncaster sets us up
for the challenge from our ambitious
visitors from Oldham. | trust we will
all enjoy a good game today.

It was good news from the Rugby
Football League that they managed
{at the 11th hour) to secure a new
sponsor for the National Leagues 1
and 2 in LHF Health Plan, and we
would like to thank them for coming
up with the sponsorship which will no
doubt manifest itself in many mutually
beneficial ways during the coming
months

Whilst | can understand that our
supporters will have been
disappointed that we were unable to
put a stop to the Leigh Centurions
good form on Good Friday. Several
key players did not take part in that
game and we had to play no less
than 10 players from our U21 team.
Quite simply Leigh were just too good
on the day and physically our young
men were not equal to their maturity,
although there were some great
efforts from several of our younger
lads whom, no doubt in my mind,
will mature as future stars in

Rugby League.

Due to other results, we did finish top
of our group and earned a much
needed rest next weekend while the
five second place finishers plus
Featherstone (who were the best
finishing third placed team) battle it
out for the three remaining quarter
final places. The Arriva Trains Cup
knockout stages then begin on

June 6th

Instead of bringing back canfidence
as expected, the loss to Doncaster on
Easter Monday showed that there is
still an awful lot of work to be done
As a Club virtually rebuilt from the

Visit us @ www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

Welcome....

i

bottom during the last 18 months,
the expectations of our supporters are
very high, and quite rightly so as we
have signed some quality players and
have a crop of outstanding juniors

Why they are not performing to the
potential that we all know exists is a
complete mystery, and that frustration
is understandably spilling over. Be
assured however of two things. Firstly.
everyone involved behind the scenes
at the Club is giving 100% to the
cause. | know how hard the coaching
staff work preparing the team for
matches, and | know how many
hours are put in to try and bring
success to this Club. The lack of results
is not because of a lack of knowledge,
skill hard work or desire. In sport,
there is an unknown factor where
everything ‘gels’ and a winning
synergy develops — it is that for which
we strive

Secondly, the directors of the Club
(who are the people that the
members have elected to safeguard its
future and bring that success), are
doing that job for the right reasons,
and will take whatever action or
decisions need to be taken after the
consideration and discussion of all
aspects of the situation in a proper
and fitting manner, and not as a ‘knee
Jjerk’ reaction

We have a new board whose
members include people drawn from
the supporters, sponsors and staff,
alongside others who have a weaith
of experience gained at the cutting
edge over the last 18 months. We will
soon have an independent chairman
and whatever happens, in the next
few days, weeks and months, it will
be done in the best interests of the
Club, and with the ‘big picture’ always
in our sights. | ask you to have
confidence and trust that they will do
this

A good effort and a good win today
would be the best thing for us all
Please get behind the team and give
them the benefit of your vocal
support!

Thank you.

Bob Sweeney

Halifax Rugby League Football
Club Ltd.

The New Pavilion,

Shay Stadium,Halifax. HX1 2YS

Telephone: 01422 342792

Fax: 01422 349607
E-mail: info@halifaxrifc.co.uk
Website: www.halifaxrifc.co.uk
Directors: Paul Dixon,

David Durbin, Don Fish,
Mick Stansfield, Bob Sweeney,
David Turner, Laureme Turner.
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PERFORMANCE RUGBY CLOTHING

At the heart of the game since 1919

Specialists in:

Playing and Training Kits * Protective Gear + Waterproofs * Fleeces * After-Match Shirts + Kit Bags
Tel: 01204 696476 *+ Email: sales@halbro.com * Web: www.halbro.com

Good afternoon

This week has been one of the hardest
I have ever been through in my career
as a player and a coach, following our
non-performance against Doncaster last
Monday.

You would be hard pressed to find three people more
dedicated to this Club than Mick Scott, Paul Dixon
and myself, and we have talked and talked about
what is and what isn't happening.

We have prepared well for every game; we have had a
plan for every game; we have moves that we work hard on
in training; we have studied the oppositions strengths and
weaknesses; we have worked hard on our fitness; we have
had team bonding sessions and yet come kick off time,
something doesnt click that obviously needs to click, and |
am struggling to know what it is

Yes, we need strengthening in certain areas which we are
waorking on. Yes, we have some players who are still
learning their craft and should really have another 12
months Academy under their belts. Yes, we have had some
injuries we could have done without, and yes, other teams
see us as prize scalps and lift their games accordingly but,
these are all things | was aware of and thought we had
prepared for. | state none of these as excuses, I'm simply
telling you as it is

| can fully understand the frustration that is feit on the
terraces, the letters in the Courier, the messages on the
website, and the angry calls of the crowd. At heart | would
feel the same. | have searched myself and questioned what
| am doing time and time again, and if | thought the Club
would be better off without me | would have walked away
by now. That hurts me to say, because Halifax is my home
Its my British Club. The thing is, thats the easy way ouL. It
would have been easy not to have come here in the first
place knowing the challenge that lies ahead, but | am

not a quitter J

Whether | remain coach of this Club is not entirely my
decision. | would simply say that whilst | am coach at
this Club | pledge to do as | always have, and that is
to give 100%. If | am not Coach, | hope the superb
Jjuniors we have coming through will serve as a
legacy, not the shorter term results on the field,
which were always secondary in the long term plan
as relayed to me in 2002, a plan which convinced
me that | wanted to be here amongst people who
had the long term interests of the Club at heart

We have prepared for today exactly like we have
prepared for every game this season. We have a plan. |
hope today we find a passion

Thank you

Tony Anderson.

Visit us @ www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

The online electrical

superstore where you can
buy the latest top brand
electrical goods at the lowest
possible prices.

By buying direct you can
save up to 30% off typical
High Street Prices and have
the goods delivered direct to
your door anywhere
throughout the UK

EMPIRE

direct.co.uk

National Winner E-Commerce Awards 2003




The Halifax RLFC 2004
Community
Programme

The Schools Programme. The Junior Tag Festivals.
The Schools Cup. The 2004 Summer Schools

Introducing Rugby League and promoting a
Healthy Lifestyle to over 5,000 children between 5
and 16 years old, throughout Calderdale in 2004

— PROGRAMME MAIN SPONSORS
HALIFAX 110

HALIFAX
HOME INSURANCE
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local network fund
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A Sponsored by our
Community Partner

McDonald’s

The Bio-Detox Sportsmatch
Festivals of RugbyRidings

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of

Bob and Petra Sweeney and Sportsmatch,

Halifax RLFC are delighted work together
with the amateur clubs and hold 2
Festivals of Rugby in May.

All 8 amateur sides in the area are taking part
and Halifax RLFC players are visiting the clubs
to assist with training and explaining the rules
of Tag Rugby.

The Under 8s and Under 9s Tag Festival

will take place at The Shay on Sunday 9th

May prior to the LHF Healthplan National
League Division 1 game against Batley
with the following teams entering:

B Brighouse (Under 95s)

M Elland (Under 8s and 9s)

B Halifax Vandals (Under 8s and 9s|
B llingworth (Under 8s and 9s)

B King Cross (Under 8s and 9s)

B Ovenden (Under 8s)

B Queensbury (Under 8s and 95s)

B Siddal (Under 9s)

The under 10s and 11s festival will take
place on Sunday 30th May prior to the
LHF Healthplan Division 1 game against
Featherstone Rovers. The following
amateur sides will be entering:-

B Elland (Under 10s and 11s)

B Halifax Vandals (Under 10s and 115s)
B King Cross (Under 10s and 11s)

W Ovenden (Under 10s)

B Queensbury (under 10s and 115

B Siddal (under 10s and 115)

We would like to wish all sides the very best of
luck for the forthcoming festivals.

TCH

Don't forget to show your Season Ticket at McDonald’s in Halifax
% Town Centre or Salterhebble to get a Medium Extra Value Meal i L
F FREE when you buy another! it

The Halifax Home Ins
Sportsmatch Schools Cups

A number of qualification games took pla
prior to halftime, however the pace will

increase after half-term with the finals taking "
place in June. Listed below are the results we
have had in to date:-

Year 7 Boys

North Halifax 18

The Ridings 0

North Halifax 20

St Catherines 6

Year 8 Boys

North Halifax 46

Holy Trinity 6 .
North Halifax 34 it
St Catherines 14 il
Year 9 Boys

North Halifax 50

Holy Trinity 16

North Halifax 28

St Catherines 12

Year 10 Boys

North Halifax 40

Holy Trinity 4

North Halifax 18

The Ridings 0

North Halifax 6

St Catherines 10

As results come in, we will continue publish

them
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Power in young hands

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament, the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16,000 young players
from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this energising

sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup we're giving
our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

For more information on the Powergen Champion
Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.
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Oldham Roughyeds

It is probably safe to predict that this afternoon’s

clash will be a fairly high scoring affair.

B Roughyeds Coach
Steve Molloy

That’s because the
Roughyeds - after a rocky
spell a few weeks ago when
they suffered two floggings
by Leigh - have been piling
up the points recently, as
well as conceding their fair
share. Rochdale have been
put to the sword twice, 56-
12 and 48-12; Swinton were
beaten 42-15 and
Featherstone 50-24 in their
last outing on Easter
Monday.

Much has been made about the -

exodus of talent from Oldham in
recent years - Kevin Sinfield,
lestyn Harris, Barrie
MacDermott, Paul Highton
etc - but our visitors today have
at least eight local lads in their
squad including player/coach
Steve Molloy. An outstanding
junior footballer, Molloy has
played for Warrington, Leeds,
Featherstone, Sheffield and
Huddersfield in his time as well
as picking up international
honours along the way.

Other Oldhamers in the gang
include half back Gareth
Barber, who arrived via the

Visit us @ www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

Warrington Academy sides,
scrum half Keith Brennan who
signed pro after serving
Higginshaw and Shaw,
second row or centre Martin
Elswood who signed this past
close season from Huddersfield
plus long serving hooker John
Hough who came to Boundary
Park from Warrington in 1997

Then there are a trio of
Roughyeds who all served time
with the Bulls Academy side
They are brothers Nicky and
Gavin Johnson and full back
Gavin Dodd. Nicky Johnson is
a fiying winger (and close friend
of Ryan Clayton| who has

already notched a couple of hat-

tricks so far this year, whilst
Gavin Is a second row.

Oldham did their fair share of
recruiting over the winter. As
well as Elswood they went to
Rochdale to pick up three
players who helped Hornets
achieve third spot in the league
last year.

Centre James Bunyan was a
Halifax target when he was a
youngster at Milford but signed
for Huddersfield instead before
joining Doncaster. Scrum half or
hooker lan Watson is a current
Welsh international who was
previously with Salford, Swinton
and Widnes as well as Rochdale
whilst prop Paul Southern is
another ex City Red.

They join the nucleus of local
boys and last season$ proven
performers. Utility back Will
Cowell is a Cumbrian who has
Super League experience with
Warrington, full back or centre
Jon Goddard is ex Castieford,

three quarter lain Marsh arrived *

via Salford and Barrow whilst
scrum half Neil Roden was
formerly with Wigan
Goalkicking stand-off Simon
Svabic actually played for the
now defunct Oldham Bears
outfit in Super League. He
moved onto hometown Leigh
after they went bust only to
return a couple of years ago.
Another returnee is Pat Rich
The centre was in the squad
which lost to Widnes in the
2001 Grand Final before taking
some time out of the game. Hes
back in the fold now though

The Roughyeds pack is as big as
most and is spearheaded by
Dane Morgan. Hes six feet five
inches and has extensive
Australian experience with North
Sydney and Meibourne. Prop
Martin McLoughlin is ex
Wigan and Barrow whilst
second rowers Lee Doran and
Phil Farrell are also former
Wiganers. Craig Farrimond is a
former captain of the
Warrington Academy team and
utility man Lee Marsh came to
the club from Salford. Rochdale
based prop Adam Sharples is a
product of the clubs Academy
set-up

B Former Fax
Target and
scorer of 4 tries
last weekend,
James Bunyan




This afternoon’s Man of the Match Sponsor

Halifax Building Consultancy
The Beeches, Birdcage Lane, Halifax HX3 0JQ
Telephone 01422 350080

Building Project Management
Member of the Association of Project Managers

Ay

Welcome to David Peel, who is sponsoring his first game at The Shay

This afternoon’s Matchball Sponsor

Cranley Martin Electrical
r\, Unit 3, Cragg Road Works
Ny
constructionfine

NIC EIC
AITROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Mytholmroyd
Hebden Bridge HX7 5EY
Telephone 01422 884723

welcome § Thanks to Cranley for his continuen support.
we hope all our Sponsors’ guests have a great day with us.

a4 Halifax RLFC Official Su
& GRAND EASTE!

orters’ Club

@D winning numbers . .
FIRST PRIZE
weabFnal | 9515, 8510, 5451, 9842, 0097, 8775, 7507, 8535, 7880, 4813,
9481, 5137, 5582, 1491, 3950, 7541, 4262, 1181, 3952, 6010,
3941 5519, 7920, 5495, 0787, 7793, 1200, 9960, 2820, 4369
STDB Travel Contact Malcolm on 01422 248858 to claim!
a Aieen Thanks to all who sold and/or bought tickets

DRAW
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Commerciz] gl

Welcome to all our sponsors and
commercial partners to our 4th home
games in as many weeks!

Thank goodness we have next
weekend off!

| am delighted to welcome a brand new name to
the Club’s list of sponsors today, David Peel, of

Halifax Building Consultancy Ltd. is our man of the

match sponsor, the first time he has undertaken
hospitality at The Shay.

David was a guest of our Company Secretary Michael
Steele, when Michaels company {Clarksons Solicitors)
sponsored our first game of the season, and he liked

what he saw. | hope that we leave a similar impression on

Davids quests today, and hope we can build a long and
mutually beneficial relationship.

Cranley Martin Electrical are our Matchball sponsor today.
I am atways delighted to welcome Cranley to the games
and thank him once again for his support.

As usual, welcome to the guests of Halifax Home
Insurance and the Evening Courier, and to all our Diners,
Player Sponsars, Kit Sponsors and Advertisers! Its great to
have you herel

Allied carpETS
9 Woods &

N/
Laminates

< Rugs

> Vinyls
and of course....

® Carpets

Lecds Road: Huddel ki
01484 559 299

W Editor John Furbisher receives a memento of the
Couriers match sponsorship last week from Man of
the Match Rikki Sheriffe

| am pleased to say that our hospitality facilities are
becoming ever more popular, and we continually strive to
improve the facilities we have to offer. Margaret and
George in the Weavers (aided and abetted by Debbie and
Ronnie) do a marvelous job for us, and rarely get the
thanks they deserve [especially from me J) and so | would
like to publicly thank them for the fine work they have put
In so far this season

Incredibly, our next home game marks the half-way stage
in our scheduled home games programme (barring any
Arriva Trains Cup matches and play off games) and its will
still be only May! | have vacancies for diners places at most
games, and could do with a couple more Matchball
sponsors if anyone can supply me with bosses names or
such like!

Finally for today, congratulations to Don Fish, who was
elected as a director to take the sponsors seat on the
board at the AGM on the 7th. Everyone will know Don
(and probably heard Maureenl) and | wish him the best of
luck in what he will soon find out (if he hasn't already) is
not an easy position!

See you all on May 9th
Chris Murgatroyd

PS Don' forget the sportsman’ dinner featuring
John Virgo on June 10th {and the Ladies dinner on June 8
I 1th). More details (or book on) on 01422 342792. l



Blo-Detox - The Ultimate Detox

Bio-Detox detoxifies and produces an improvement in general well
being and can be used as a preventative treatment.

This amazing new treatment involves placing the feet in a “foot spa” of
warm water, which holds the "Bio-Detox™ unit. A highly sophisticated
“array” causes ionisation of the water and can help re-balance Electro-
magnetic forces in the body. The unit causes electric dialysis by
producing electromagnetic oscillations in the water. The water changes
colour due to the release of toxic substances through the 2000 pores on
the soles of each foot. Part of the colour change is also due to the
corrosion of the array during the treatment.

Before Bio-Detox
Treatment

For further details, or to book your Bio-Detox
Party, contact Petra on 01422 885365

After Bio-Detox
Treatment

JOINT SPONSOR OF THE JUNIOR
FESTIVALS TO BE HELD AT THE

SPORTS

SHAY ON MAY 9th AND MAY 30th

MATCH

74 THE RIGHT CHOICE
17/ THE RIGHT SERVICE
¥/ THE RIGHT PRICE

CARPETS
LAMINATE AND VINYL

DPAIN TECH LTD
‘ee——

KERNHOUSE, RUISLIP

01895677 847
W draintechitd.co.uk

for a free home visit

08156004123

Playing . <.
for Success

Hello again and welcome to the Playing for

Success report.

Everyone thinks that school
holidays means the end of our
work with young people, well
not here at the ‘Blue Base’ Study
Centre! Over the Easter break
we have had two schools
participating in Literacy and
Numeracy sessions here at the
Shay Stadium.

The pupils came from Todmorden C
of E Primary and Cross Lane Primary
in Elland, they each had two days
full of rugby based Maths and
English sessions.

The activities that took place over the
four days were varied in nature and
were meant to be fun, the overall
aim is to use an original setting with
original materials in order to create
an alternative learning environment.
In creating this ‘Wow’ factor we can
stimulate the learning of the pupils
and hopefully be part of their
personal development. Our ‘Blue
Base’ motto is "Adding a sporting
dimension to learning”, this we.
achieve with the tremendous
support of Tony Anderson and the
rest of the coaching staff and players

One of the highlights of the two
days (so the pupils told us), was the
chance they had to interview TA.
This gave them an opportunity to
find out what motivates our head
coach and who has influenced his
career so far. They delved deep and
got him to reveal his tastes in music,
about his life back in Australia and
asked him what pldns he had for the
future.

The extra sessions enabled us to give
the pupils a workout in the gym.

Visit s @@ www. halifaxrifc.co.uk

From these exercises we were able to
measure the pupils heart rate and
agility, the pupils found this session
very enjoyable.

All the pupils were awarded
certificates of attendance and were
presented with a large Easter egg
donated by ASDA. It has been a very
successful venture and one that we
hope can be carried on in the future,
because what we want to achieve is
the second of our mottos; “Where
the Children of Calderdale and
Halifax Rugby League team up to try
harder, tackle differences in their aims
to score in the world of learning.”

of the Courier photographer

W TA presents children with their certificates in front

W (top) The children question
TA about his career and his
work as head coach

W (above| Mick Moffat puts the
children through their paces in
the Gym



THE

CONNEXION

The one-stop shop for the Fax Supporter and Amateur RL Player

The Town Centre Outlet for all Halifax RLFC
Season Tickets, Match Tickets.
Event Tickets & Coach Travel etc.

Halifax RLFC Replica Shirts & Official Merchandise
GB Shirts

Aussie National & Club Jerseys

England & Aussie RU Shirts

Full Range of Body Protection
Training Gear

Balls, Cones etc.

Wide Range of Gifts

Unit 39, Piece Hall, Halifax HX1 1RE
01422 362088
Friday 11am—5pm Saturday 10am—5pm

10 chances to win cash prizes
from £5to £500 for just £1 per week!
Tuesday Accumulator
pays up to £2,500!!!!

Profits assist the Club’s @@
Junior Development
Schemes
Results published in the Evening Courier @

You can’t win it if you’re not in it.
Ring Mick Scott
01422 342792

The Halifax RLFG Weekly Lottery

Billy & Bluey's
172 Timne T@@S@trss

Pit your wits against the Cilub’s Mascots Billy & Bluey!
There are no prizes, it's just for fun!
Answers next time.

1 What is twice the half of 13/7 7

6 Beast timel Who are the three
players who make up this
delightful creature?

2 How many marbles can you put in
an empty bag?

3 Think of words ending in ‘gry’
Angry and Hungry are two of
them. There are only three words
in the English language. What is
the third word? The word is
something that everyone uses
everyday. If you have listened
carefully, | have already told you
what it is!

4 Before Mount Everest was
discovered, what was the biggest
mountain in the World?

5 Why can't you take a picture of a
man with a wooden leg?

JOSOU pUR S S UOXOW
YW Ynim paddol i pue Linow suRio2x07) UABM UM PeaY S,URLLION S S § dNaM] &
ML # [IURS £ Aasoau 7 (xx = | - XX SlelewnN uewoy | SISMSUY S,UonIp3 1se7

va - Explleague ,i?,';?lle Exvprec
League Express 5. s = |

REPORTS, NEWS, COMMENT
& ANALYSIS EVERY MONDAY

f"glls" For everything Rugby
BRI

CLUB HONOURS

Championship Winners 1907, 1965
Beaten Finalists

1953, 1954, 1956, 1966

Division One Champions
1903, 1986

Challenge Cup Winners
1903, 1904. 1931, 1939, 1987 Beaten
1921, 1941, 1942, 1949, 1954,

BF League, visit our website
www.totalrl.com






North Builders

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER

All aspects of domestic & industrial

building & repair

o »
4 National
Federation of
“4B~ Builders

* Stonework * Flagging * Joinery
* Concrete Driveways

* Extensions & Plumbing

Tel: Halifax 01422 823 659 ¢ Brighouse 01484 713 559
Fax: 01422 823 640

CUTTING EDGE CARPETS

The Floor Specialists

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates
- No Job Too Small

£££f Discounts for Season Ticket Holders ££££

Call Darren Leach personally for a free, no obligation quotation

0777 567 32 32
SPONSOR OF TODAY’S TOP TACKLE AWARD

The

So, we reach the knock out stages of the
Arriva Trains Cup. And | wish | had a fiver for
every person who has come up to me and
asked how qualification is achieved.

The easy bit is that all five group winners
automatically qualify. That leaves three places
vacant and they are to be contested for by the
second placed team in each group plus the third
placed team with the best record overall. See, its
easy. All six go into a draw with three winners
emerging from next weekends games.

The quarter finals cant be seeded though. Four
games and five group winners dont tally. So
someone who has an outstanding qualifying
record could find themselves going to Leigh. Or
Whitehaven

Four groups would have solved that problem. And
stopped the need for cross group matches

And whilst we're on the subject, How were the
said cross group fixtures drawn up? How did
Halifax find themselves playing Leigh home and
away whilst others in the Pennine Group had far
easier opponents. Keighley, for example, who
played Workington. Hunslet, who played London
Skolars

| think we should be told
Was it coincidence that on Good Friday Fax

travelled to Leigh whilst Halifax Town
entertained Leigh RMI a few hours later?

Theres plenty of ground sharing in the north of
England (e.g. Huddersfield, Oldham, Rochdale)
these days but | cant remember a precedent for
two teams from the same town who share the
same stadium playing against another couple of
teams from another town on the same day.

Did the appointment of Darren Abram as the
Leigh coach during the off season have any
commercial implications?

| ask this because | noticed that the Centurions
now boast a firm called Econoloft as sponsors on
the back of their shirts

I seem to remember that Econoloft were major
sponsors of Trafford Borough and their various
reincarnations a few years ago. They then popped
up last year as backers of Chorley. The common
denominator of course is Abram, who played at
Trafford, and coached at Lynx in 2003. The
bossman at Econoloft is, | think I'm right in saying,
a chap called Livesey.

Wno happens to be the father in law of Darren
Abraml

Visit us @ www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

DAVE FLEMING Column

the

visitors today were in the midst of
of the unusual some 15 years ago.

This concerned the move of a bloke called
Jeff Edwards from Oldham to Rochdale. The
latter had just sold their Athletic Grounds base; t
former were doing improvements to
Watersheddings. Honestlyl

And Hornets gave the Roughyeds three second
hand turnstiles in exchange!

Its a good job that there wasnt an agent involved
—how do you calculate a percentage of that?

L s—

Rugby League is like any other business or
walk of life.

There are pratts in the game, and there are good
guys. Roger Halstead is one bloke who definitely
falls into the latter category, and not just because
he comes from Rochdull. For those who dont
know, Roger has been the rugby league
correspondent of the “Oldham Chronicle” for
longer than most of us can remember. Did | hear
the figure 40 years mentioned once?

1 —

Welcome to the Shay this afternoon Roger.
B ]

One match statistic that is normally asked
for, nay demanded, is the penalty count.

But there is a major debate going on in certain
Journalistic quarters as to how some of those
penalties are interpreted, more specifically, when
the referee awards a penalty and then marches
the offending side back a further ten metres for
dissent?

In my book it's two penalties. One for the original
offence, one for the backchat.

Other, more knowledgeable people inside the
game, insist that it should only count as one on
the tally as the second is merely an extension of
the first decision. Stuart Cummings falls into this
latter category.

3

He of course Is the man who caused controversy
in a London match a few years ago. He penalised
the Broncos opponents at a scrum (yes, really] and
then marched them back another ten BUT he
wouldn' let London kick at goal because the first
penalty was of course a differential one.

What do you think?




Two club events you will not want to miss . . .
But you can only go to one of them!!!!

Sportsman's Dinner
Special Guest JOHN VIRGO

MC Chris Murgatroyd

Superb 4 Course Meal

Big Money True or False

Balloon Raffle (Not to be missed!)

Quality Auction — including
Framed, David Beckham signed England Shirt

e Halifax RLFC Players available as guests

Thursday June 10th at The Weavers

l.adles Dinn

Featuring Top Class Entertainment from .

Miss Charlie Lee & ’Reece’

Plus a superb 4-course Dinner, Karaoke & Raffle

a Part of the profit raised at the Ladies ‘
dinner will be donated to the NSPCC, the N S P C C #

Lloyds TSB chosen Charity for 2004. Crusity to children must stop. FULL STOP.

Friday June 11th at The Weavers ¥ Lloyds TsB

Tickets are priced at £25 each for both dinners

&% Sportsman’s Dinner Call Chris on 01422 342792
Y8 Ladies Dinner call Joan on 01422 329244

The change from Super League to National
League football has seen the players employed
at Halifax RLFC go from full time to part time.
This week we focus on a player who has played
at the highest level and he talks to Paul Ebrey

Phil Cants

A renowned try-scorer with a world-record 48
tries in a season for Widnes in the Northern
Ford Premiership, Phil has stamped his mark
on the side with 6 tries in 10 games and a
couple of man of the match awards thrown
in for good measure,

Phil is 2 born and bred “pie-eater” originating from
Wigan, and lives in Pemberton with his partner
Nina, who is expecting their first child.

As an amateur, Phil played for Wigan St Patricks
and was a multi-talented player, “they played me as
a loose-forward, scrum-half, wing or full-back
before | moved into the hooking role at 14"
Honours quickly followed for Phil, the highlight
being international honours playing for England
Schools, alongside Jon Roper and lestyn Harris
amongst others

Phils signature was chased by Wigan and Widnes,
but a love for his hometown club won the day and
Phil signed for Wigan at 16, at the same time as
Kris Radlinski.

DIRECT ‘K

DRAINS | *5

TV has gone right ‘down the drain’
Our Remote TV system allows us'to locate drainage
traditinal methods.

problems far more quickly than
* CCTV SURVEYS * HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
* EXCAVATIONS * EMERGENCY REPAIRS

* DRAIN INSTALLATION * DRAIN LINING

* DRAIN REPAIR * HOME BUYERS SURVEY
We are specialists in surveys and drain

replacement using the latest No Dig technology

FREEPHONE: 0500 35 45 35

Phil is now 27,
and these
days he is one
of the Clubs
Community
Development
Officers, a job
he enjoys
thoroughly. “I
enjoy coaching and teaching kids, and its
enjoyable seeing children picking up skills and
techniques that you have taught them”

During the day, Monday to Thursdays | go out into
the schools and training consists of Monday being
a clear-up and video session. Tuesday Nights are
weights and a session at Ovenden Park.
Wednesday is a Gym session, Thursday, a meeting
and session at Ovenden Park, Friday off and
Saturday is a ball session once again at Ovenden
Park or at The Shay.

When questioned about a career after Rugby, Phil
was quite specific. “| have gained some
accreditation off the field in the fitness sector so |
would like to be a fitness instructor, PE teacher or a
conditioner in the future”.
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Service Area Squads

The de-selection of players from
Service Area squads is a process
which is a necessary evil! Squads
have been training intensely over
the last two weeks to impress the
coaching staff before the final train
on squad of 25 is selected.

To those children who have or are
about to be told of their de-selection,
we cannot express enough to you that
you should put behind you the
inevitable initial disappointment, and
work on points of your game which
your coach has identified as needing
some work on. You already have shown
that you have qualities which are above
average, and with this extra work back
it your club, you should come back
next season at a higher age level and
stake your claim for inclusion

[o all you boys who fall into the above
ategory thank you for your
ommitment and time given to your
ervice Area, and we wish you a
iccessful future within Rugby League.

FFor those who have been selected to
epresent Calderdale this year, WELL
JONE! Your coaching staff will be
vorking with you closer than ever now.
ind you should work closely with them
\pproach them with concerns or ideas,

they are there for the development of

your game, whilst developing their own
oaching techniques. Please be aware
that there are certain forms to be filled

n and each squad has a manager for
his purpose. Your parent or guardian

HAS to sign these forms in the presence
f this manager, this is for your benefit,

please ask them to come to at least one

session, BEFORE the games commence

n S5th May. Managers are as follows,

and you should make yourself known

1o them as soon as possible;

Under 125
Mr lan Horne 01422 835407
Under 135
Mrs J Webb 01422 379619
Under 145
Mr S Mallas 01422 241220
Under 155
Mrs C Huck 01422 243454

The first game at all age groups is versus
Bradford with the Under 12s and 13s
playing at Cougar Park (6.30pm), travel
details via C Willis on 01422 372657 or
07977 596 051). The Under 14s and
15s are at Brighouse Sports Club
(6.30pm).

Why have a Club
Volunteer Co-ordinator?
Part 2.

By appointing a Club Volunteer Co-
ordinator you can open new doors for
recruitment (such as through Step into
Sport and the Volunteer Bureaux), keep
abreast of developments in
volunteering, retain the volunteers you
have, and recognise the enormous
worth of your volunteers. Just think
what a difference appointing one
volunteer could make to your club. A
Club Volunteer Co-ordinator can help
you to achieve and expand on this

How to recruit a Club
Volunteer Co-ordinator.

W Look at the people already involved
in your club . Perhaps there is
someone who would like to take on
this role and who would relish the
opportunities it could bring.

B Look at people who support your
club - is there someone who wants
to become involved but isn't sure
what they could do to help?

B Contact your local volunteer bureau
register the opportunity with them,
or ask your volunteer bureau to put
you in contact with other agencies
in your area, such as Reach

W Use your local press and see if you
can get some PR for it, perhaps
alongside another story. Your local
Secondary School could be
registered with the Millennium
Volunteers programme, hence many
of their pupils in their final year will
be wishing to put in many hours of
volunteer work, it may be
appropriate to discuss this with the
relevant staff

B Contact local firms to see if they do

pre-retirement seminars - perhaps
they could include your need for
volunteers within them

Good communication skills, |
Organisational skills, A fiexible
outlook, Diplomacy & Assertive

The right recruitment messagé:

Planning your message before you' ¥
recruit is vital to its success, It is
important to look at it from the
viewpoint of you potential volunteer,
focussing on what their needs are as
well as your own. Think about

1. What is wanted and why it is
needed?

2. How will the volunteer meet both
the needs of the organisation and
themselves?

3. What fears could a potential
volunteer have and how can these
be addressed?

4. What benefits are there to becoming
involved for both the club and the
volunteer?

Use a Role Description to guide you in
recruiting. As mentioned above , be
specific about what you want and what
you expect - people will appreciate it if
they have a clear idea of your needs
and in all likelihood, they will be more
inclined to stay. | will include in our next
programme a suggestion for
Recruitment Action Plan and Club Role
Description

For further advise and contact details,
contact Rachel salt (RFL National
Volunteer manager| 01484 544131 or
email her at rachel salt@barla.org.uk



LG ST CONMUNTTSPORIS

Professional Football & Rugby Coaching
Proprietor Craig Ackroyd

We take the Stl'Bss out
of buying a used car

e Multipoint pre (J(‘;livc;‘y inspection inc iming belt f_h(xn{,;u

e compit ehensive guarantee/ warranty
|
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POWERGEN -

15
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Saturday 15 May 2004

Kick Off 2.30pm
Millennium Stadium, Cardiff

Ticket prices: £50, £40, £30, £25, £20, £15
Disabled tickets available by phone, fax (0870 990 1310)
or email: boxoffice@rfl.uk.com.

S b
POWERGEN 3 (

‘Book Now

0870 990 1313

www_ﬂ."rﬂ.uk‘,com

condRions app

Travel & Accommodation Details Available
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SIDHIL

Sidhil Limited
Sidhil Business Park, Holmfield, Halifax HX2 9TN

Tel 014322 233030 Sales 01422 233000
www.sidhil.com

Offering over 100 years of
manufacturing into the hospital and
community sector. Sidhil aim to hit you
head on with healthcare solutions.

Lay back on the Verdana Physio Couch
and let Sidhil take care of the strain.

“Sidhil is delighted to support its local Rugby Club in any way it can, to help
achieve the success the whole Town would wish for”.

Clive Siddall Manufacturing Director

C[OININIE|CITIEID

Connected are ranked as one of the largest Internet Web
Businesses in the UK and were established in 1996.

We offer complete web services including:

« Consultation  Design Development « Graphic Optimisation
* Site Registration « Visitor Tracking = Maintenance

* Management * On-going Project Support

We strive to offer the most innovative, pro-active and professional
services. Our experienced Account Managers and Customer Support

Team work closely with clients to ensure that projects run efficiently,
on time and within budget.

We understand your needs and ensure that they are met with
functionality, technical innovation and a little flair.

Whatever your online requirements, we can offer independent advice

0845 051 4226 ..

engineering web excellence™ www. connected-uk com
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i Here young
"r - Sculthorpe,

let me just hel
By Danny Lockwood - Publisher !il"‘ e

you up
by the lip...

W

| OCCASIONALLY entertain conflicting theories about why rugby league — at
the highest level — is possibly the ‘cleanest’ contact sport in the world. The
game'’s legislators would like us to think their rules, regulations and
punishments account for the disciplines our super-athletes maintain. Refs,
with a humble shrug of their shoulders, would be flattered if we suggested
their skill with the whistle kept the gladiators from going overboard.

Neutral observers might realistically suggest that the presence of the video
camera is the biggest single deterrent against foul play. Its omnipresence
never sunk in with Dougie Laughton though, when he was coaching Leeds. ﬁ‘
The television public was treated to every single drag on his fag end. There’s "85 8
a moral there, somewhere. Maybe Dougie could make a comeback i
managing a Formula 1 team?

And in this era of every game being video-taped, there literally is no escape. I'm sure the las1 thmg Tetley's Super League
players do — before a featured Sky game — is give their nose a good blow. It wouldn't do for your mum to see you up
close and personal with your index finger so far up your hooter that you could scratch the lining of your scrum cap. Every
game Eddie and Stevo bring us comes courtesy of more cameras than Cecil B de Mille saw in all his earthlies. You put a
foot wrong — and more particularly a fist — and Big Brother at Red Hall is watching you. But the video camera would only
run second on my personal list of why we can rightly boast such a family-friendly sport.

Super League rugby players move at such a pace that there simply isn't the time to conjure up the thought of an evil
deed, let alone execute it without resembling blatant GBH. These guys hit the line at a speed Linford Christie would give a
thumbs-up to. All the defence has time to do is get body position right and try to execute the tackle.

All of the other factors come into it, obviously, but this sport has evolved to such a level of athletic excellence that
premeditated thuggery has been left plodding through the mud of yesteryear. Here comes a clever scrum half sneaking
up the blind side, the ref’s on t'other side of t'scrum, and one maliciously swinging forearm later, the St John Ambulance
lads are lumbering off with a stunned half back draped on their canvas stretcher.

Even 90 per cent of our high tackles — Adrian Morley in the 1st Ashes Test being the prime example — are generally either
mistimed or have ridden up from a ‘chest’ shot. I'll bet we get fewer broken jaws than ever ... again, specifically at the
top end of the game. | don’t have the stats to back this up, but I'd wager that the number of violent-play incidents
increase in proportion to the steps you take down the leagues, and the slower the game gets.

But now and again, boys will be boys. Or rather, men will be men. We should have had that flamboyant Las Vegas
announcer at the ‘main event' on Good Friday. “La-deees and gennerimen — welcome to Knows-leee Road, for the
Heav-e-weight Championship of Lan-ca-sheeeere! In the red corer today, the no.1 contenders, Saaaaaaaaint Helens!
And, in the blue corner, punching above their weight, it's the Wig-an Warrr-eeeee-ors!” Andy Farrell and Paul Sculthorpe
squaring up like Sugar Ray Leonard and Roberto Duran - Lightweight Sean Long vs heavyweight Danny Sculthorpe!
Marvellous. This wasn't suddenly a ‘dirty' sport. It was passion and pride. No one got counted out — in fact you've seen
more ‘claret’ at an AA meeting. Sometimes it's reassuring to see that rugby league still is a man's game ... and one
thing's for sure — we won't be losing any of those contestants to boxing!

LEAG “ E Every Monday. Featuring Ray French, Denis Betts,

Dave ‘Nosey’ Parker, Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford,
:—' | / / Phil Hodgson on the amateur game.
Full national & international coverage. Full colour! Full on!




FEB 1 Sun Keighley w18 -12 3,360
8 Sun Oulton W 66 -10 1,675
15 Sun Rochdale W33-14
22 Sun Hunslet W 38-14
29 Sun Xill Limouxin L 18-19
MAR 7 Sun Rochdale W2l-6 2,096
21 Sun Keighley L8-26
28 Sun Leigh L16-27 2,815
APR 4 Sun Hunslet w20 - 4 1,536
9 Fri Leigh 3:00pm Arriva Trains Cup
12 Mon Doncaster L20 - 38 2,290
18 Sun Oldham 3:00pm National League One
MAY 2 Sun Hull KR 3:.00pm National League One
9 Sun Batley 3:00pm National League One
23 Sun Whitehaven 3:.00pm National League One
30 Sun Featherstone 3:00pm National League One
JUN 6 Sun Arriva Trains Cup - QF
13 Sun Leigh 3:00pm National League One
20 Sun Rochdale 3:00pm National League One
27 Sun Arriva Trains Cup - SF
JUL 4 Sun Keighley 3:00pm National League One
11 Sun Oldham 3:00pm National League One
18 Sun Arriva Trains Cup - Final
25 Sun Hull KR 3:00pm National League One
AUG 1 Sun Batley 3:00pm National League One
8 Sun Whitehaven 3:00pm National League One
15 Sun Featherstone 3:00pm National League One
22 Sun Leigh 3:00pm National League One
29 Sun Rochdale 3:00pm National League One
SEPT 5 Sun Doncaster 3:00pm National League One
12 Sun Keighley 3:00pm National League One
19 Sun National League Play offs |
26 Sun National League Play offs 2
OCT 3 Sun National League Play offs 3
10 Sun National League Grand Final

off Preston Road in East

by car
Follow the M62 eastbound to 138
where it joins the A63 which joins

Hull. Stay on this road over the
twisting flyover past the City Centre
and Marina. Continue straight on at
the traffic lights in the middile lane
over Myton Bridge.Continue straight

you will join the new A1033 {Hedon
more at the next two new

roundabouts (2nd exit). At the next
roundabout (Marfleet) turn left onto

Travel to Hull KR

Craven Park is situated just

Hull and is easily accessible

Clive Sullivan Way on the approach to

Road) and continue straight on once

Marfleet Lane. Turn right at the traffic

lights onto the dual carriageway
(Preston Road) and Craven Park is
about half a mile on your right hand
side. There is ample secure car parking
on site at

Craven Park.

The Supporters’ Club will run a
coach provide there is sufficient
interest. Please contact Neil Arber
THIS WEEK on 0771 448 8080 if
you would like to use this facility.

Admission Costs
Roger Millward Stand

on at the roundabout (2nd exit] where  (Covered Seating)

Adults - £13.00 Concessions - £8.00

Standing
[East, South or West Stands):
Adults - £11.00 Concessions - £6.00

Craven Park Facilities

The Roger Millward Stand at Craven
Park offers two pitch view bars that are
open on matchdays to both home
and away supporters. The Harry Poole
Bar is located at the North of this
stand and regularly features pre-match
entertainment as well as the post
match ceremonies. The Flash Flanagan
Bar which is located at the South end
of the ground also serves hot and cold
snacks and hot drinks. Burger Bars are
also located around the ground

Hull Kingston Rovers RLFC
Craven Park, Preston Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire, HU9 SHE
Telephone: 01482 374648
www.hullkr.co.uk
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OUllRFace!

Sponsored by The StUMPRAOSSNINT

ocsossfglifonsn INDOWCARE
F.L e

Tel: 087087071 71

FEED YA FACE!

If you are the supporter
whose face is circled in this

THE STUMP
CROSS INN,

picture taken of part of the Godley Lane,

crowd at our home game Hallfax

against Leigh last week - HG 7AD

then you have won an Phone: 01422 321066
opportunity to ‘feed your Food served

face’ with a carvery meal for Mon - Fri 12.00-2.30
2 at the excellent Stump &5.30-845
Cross Inn at Shibden. Saturday 12.00-2.30
Bring this programme into Sunday 12.00-3.30

the Club Office (to prove its
youl) after the game today,
and we'll give you a letter
which can be exchanged for
a meal for 2 any lunchtime.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY?

Happy Birthday to Becky Stansfield who is 17 years old |
today 1
Becky had her first driving lesson this morning althoug
shes been driving mum and dad up the wall for
Love from Mum, Dad and Kirsty, plus all your fri
in the Diners’ Clubl




Danny Arnold

sponsored by
Peter & Gillian
Clayton

Anthony Farrell

sponsored by
AYC Europe Ltd.

David Bates

9 sponsored by
g Andrew Parkinson

Jamie Bloem

sponsored by
C3S Securiglass

Phil Cantillon

sponsored by
Gary, Gordon &
Lucy Ellis

Jaymes Chapman

sponsored by
Halifax RLFC
Independant
Supporters’ Trust

i Oliver Fairbank

sponsored by
L | Fat Cat Trading

Scott Grix

sponsored by
Calderdale Service
Area

Simon Grix

sponsored by
Gary & Jacqueline
Clifford

Oliver Marns

sponsored by
Vision Express
Halifax

Jon Roper

sponsored by
Chadwick
Lawrence
Solicitors

Chris Morley

sponsored by
Farrar Brothers

Mark Moxon

sponsored by
Matrix Integrated
Financial Solutions

| sponsored by
g; The
»| Northowram Diners

sponsored by
G J Sladdin
Insurance
Brokers

Ged Corcoran

sponsored by
Sam & Elizabeth
Posner

\ Wayne Corcoran

sponsored by
Halifax RLFC
Player’s Association

Alan Hadcroft

sponsored by
Pellon Packers

sponsored by
7| Innterfit Kitchen
“A| installations

Paul Davidson

sponsored by
Mortgage Search
UK

sponsored by
"»| The Moorcock Inn

Rikki Sheriffe

sponsored by
Mortgage Search
UK

Pat Weisner

sponsored by
John Blackburn
Direct Mail

sponsored by
Harvey’s of Halifax

Visit us @ www.halifaxrifc.co.uk

fledaySsalieams

arfells

OF HALIFAX

by Mobilis Healthcare Group

OLDHAM HALIFAX RLFC Kit Sponsors
Gavin Dodd 1 Simon Grix Tony Ackroyd & Joyce
Will Cowell 2 Rikki Sheriffe Shelf has a HX postcode
James Bunyan 3 Jon Roper Connect Business Finance & Jack:
Jon Goddard 4 Alan Hadcroft Richard Kelsall
Nick Johnson 5 Oliver Marns Garage Door Services & Elaine Bradle
Neil Roden 6 Pat Weisner Mrs V Ackroyd & Sharon Bradley
lan Watson 7 Mark Moxon Paul Sheldrake & David Durbin
Steve Molloy 8 Anthony Farrell Lynne Oates & Lewis Outing
Keith Brennan 9 Phil Cantillon Sammy & Tommy Outing
Paul Southern 10 David Bates Ronnie & Rita Rhino
Lee Doran 117 Ged Corcoran Emma Poucett, Maureen Booth & Sonia Haigh
Dave Morgan 12 Chris Morley Sue Patrick
Lee Marsh 13 Jamie Bloem The Shoulder of Mutton & Norah Schofield
Gareth Barber 14 Chris Norman !
Simon Svabic 15 Scott Grix Donna Sladdin
Martin McLaughlin 16 Scott Law Diane Faulkner
Martin Elswood 17 Paul Davidson
HALIFAX
Referee: S. Nicholson H()M[;I m_éZA;(ANCE
Touch Judges: G. Hodgson & M. Hawkes
Reserve Referee: N. Price
Match Commissioner: S. Cross

Visit us @ www., halifaxrifc.co.uk
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