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" Like all local
derbies, form
will mean
nothing, and |
am certain it
will be just.as

mam:fﬁcials ) PN passionate an
 — : ~ affair as usual
1998-2003
Trans-Penine Cup ‘
Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership |
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 175 - Jan 1998 - September 2003
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Mark Sibson, 23 - 1999-2000
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH:  Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at
Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New
Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN: v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park
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IN THE CHAIRMAN'S

OPINION

Welcome to tonight’s local derby
against our close neighbours,
Rochdale Hornets, where we are
trying something different by
kicking off at 6.00pm. The main
reason for the change has been
to give fans a chance to have a
real “rugby league day” by
watching the two televised
Powergen Challenge Cup ties this
afternoon before hopefully
coming along to Boundary Park
to see some live action. It will be
interesting to see what sort of a
crowd we get tonight and | ho|
people understand the reason for
the change. Over the past few
years we have been one of the
most consistent clubs with our
kick off times and our supporters
have usually known that our
games are Sunday 3.00pm - it's
just where they have been
played that has been
inconsistent!

It will be good for the National
League to have had one team
(Whitehaven) in action on
nationwide TV today because
over the past five or six years they
will have been only the third
team, outside of Super League, to
have gained such exposure. The
other teams were Featherstone v
Leeds and Leigh v Salford. That
statistic really does show how we
suffer from lack of exposure and
whilst there are obvious
differences in skill and fitness
with the dawn of full time
professionalism, our leagues must
strive hard for whatever media
coverage we can get.

At the APC meeting this week we
were given details of the TV
coverage that the BBC will
provide for the National Leagues
this season. The End OF Season
Play Offs will be covered with a
magazine type programme
similar to the twice award

winning ITV programme, Rugby
League Raw. Love it or hate it,
Rugby League Raw gave all the
teams involved in the play offs a
chance to sell themselves to a
wider audience and we are all
hoping that this year we will be
just as successful.

There is a lot of hard work
required before the end of the
season arrives and there is no
doubt Rochdale will want to
avenge our Law Cup win in
January, when they had virtually
only just put the side together.
Since then they appear to have
made steady progress and their
results have reflected that. Like
all local derbies, form will mean
nothing, and | am certain it will
be just as passionate an affair as
usual. There is no doubt our lads
need to make sure they are up for
the “battle”.

Since the Leigh debacle our form
has been better but still there is
plenty of room for improvement
and we will hopefully see that
continue tonight. Our injury
situation shows no sign of easing
and at the moment with the
seriousness of the injuries we
can’t wait until somebody is just
out with a strain!

Your support in the Warrington
game and at Chorley last week
was first class. Let's just hope we
can give you more to shout about
in this game.

See you next week,
CHRIS HAMILTON

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

ress our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
il Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.
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helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.
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COACHLINES

with STEVE MOLLOY

Welcome to everybody
concerned with the Rochdale
Hornets camp, for what is our
first competitive meeting of
the new season. Our Law Cup
clash was a thriller and since
then Bobbie’s men have
certainly been pulling together
and by all accounts playing
some good football. This of
course does not surprise me at
all, knowing as | do the great
wealth of knowledge that
Bobbie has acquired over the
years.

So it's vitally important our
recent better form continues
and fingers crossed, our injury
situation does not get any
worse. To have five of your
first team squad members out
with long term injuries as early
as this in the season puts a lot
of pressure on our small squad.
The fact that two of these
players happen to be the team’s
captain and vice-captain makes
the situation even worse.

"so it's vitally
important our
recent better
form continues
and fingers

crossed, our injury
situation does not

get any worse. #

On the positive side this
situation does throw up
opportunities for other
members of the squad in that it
gives them the chance to
establish themselves as first
choice players. | have also
discovered in the past that
added responsibility can be the
making of some players. Faz
and Gav Johnson look like the
first two to be back and for me
their returns cannot come quick
enough.

| was pleased with the way the
spectators got behind the guys
for the Challenge Cup clash
with Warrington and | feel the
players responded with a gutsy
effort with the final score not
being a true reflection of the
game on the whole. We
cannot get complacent
however; there were still many
areas we can improve on.

We took a lot of the
commitment shown against
Warrington into our Arriva
Trains fixture at Chorley and
came away with a creditable
professional performance.
There were some scintillating
tries scored and the first hat
trick of the season scored by
Nick Johnson. Let's hope it's
the first of many. But let’s not
get carried away we SHOULD
be inflicting this sort of damage
on National League Two sides.
The next progression is to take
this form and attitude into our
games against National League
One sides.

Enjoy the game,
Steve

B RIEE]

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000




Innovative and commitied lawyers to the

LEVER’S [|mmomimess IN THE CAPTAIN'S CORNER
FISH & CHIP with PHIL FARRELL

RES I A l RAN I First of all can | thank our supporters for the way

they backed the lads in the Warrington game.
Your support throughout the game, even though
we were losing, was really appreciated and the

standing ovation at the end of the game as the

UNITS 2 & 3 lads came off was something else. This was all
- h ll' ll particularly pleasing, as we know how

nOrth aln leg a |We disappointed many of you were the week before
after the game against Leigh. There, however

MAR KET HALL was no way the lads were allowed to rest on their
laurels, as “Molly” was still not satisfied with
certain aspects of the game, especially that ten

minutes just before half time when we seemed to
OLDHAM lose our concentration and allowed them in for
three tries.

We trained four nights again before the Chorley
game as we were determined to get in some
; A essential training on grass. This is proving difficult

MON = SAT 10-30'5-30 I North Ainley Halliwell with the present weather conditions, a? Oldham
Solicitors ; Rugby Union, where we train are, quite

34/42 Clegg Street. OLDHAM OLI IPS understandably, concerned about their pitches

01 61 633 0074 e-mail: info@northainlev.co.uk being ruined. Generally | thought we put in a
web: www.northainley.co.uk DX236035 professional and workmanlike performance

against Chorley Lynx and must now start to get

results like this against fellow National League
One sides, and today would be a great day to start.

My own training schedule is going well and the
physios are letting me do a lot more gym work to

build up the strength in my shoulder and | am

continuing to increase the contact work. The

shoulder is sore afterwards but | am coping with it

better and better and feel | am definitely on

target to return at least for the start of the league
o

season against Featherstone Rovers on 12 April.

tal pl us A few people have asked why our present captain,
with 'Scruffy’ and | out injured, Lee Doran has got
| the nickname ‘Tuna’. | have got to admit this is
Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation down to me and goes back to my very early days
" at Oldham when Lee was a young Academy player.
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of I remember him at the end of the season going off P
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll back to Wigan after the last match, looking as ini
g ¥ P dasiani lient normal, like an 11 stone weakling. When he My own Fraln!ng
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients arrived back for pre season training the difference schedule is going
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs. was incredible. He had put on weight and really 5
P y muscled out. He looked completely different and well and the phySIOS
had obviously, | thought, worked hard on this .
during the close season. When | asked him what are Iettl ng me dO a
for further information or guotations contact he had done to bring about this dramatic change |Ot more gym Work
I will never forget his answer. “Oh, nowt much, -
I I've just changed my diet a bit and eat a load of to build Up the
tuna.” So from that day forward it's been “Tuna”
as far as me and the rest of the lads are concerned. Strength n my
otalplus shoulder ™

Nerthern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 78X
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

Enjoy the game,
Faz

‘www.roughyeds.co.uk ;.
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Daniel Thwaites are proud to be sponsors

of Oldham Rugby League Club and wish
them every success for the season

For further details please contact

Thwaites Brewery Customer Services on 01254 686868

'AS IAN SEES IT

Wlth IAN WILSON

Today sees the Quarterfinal rounds of the
Powergen Challenge Cup being contested,
apparently for the last time, at this time of
the year. Is the change of timing right?

Of course, it was inevitable. Both for the
reasons of money, and to maximise national
T.V. coverage, we really had to fall in with the
B.B.C.'s wishes. And there is no doubt that,
with the “new” structure of the R.L. season -
though perhaps we should really stop
referring to it as that by now - the timing of
the Cup as an early season competition has
taken some of the gloss off it, at least in the
early rounds. | quite fancy the idea of cup
matches in summer weather too, | have to say
- even though the memory of some titanic
battles in frozen conditions or thick mud at
Watersheddings, as we battled to overcome
the Wembley hoodoo in early rounds, in days
gone by, will become even more nostalgic!

| didn’t personally go along with some of the
arguments put forward by those who have
been protesting against the change of
timing. Surely late August is not really as
regular a “summer holiday” time as the
period between mid-July and mid- August?
And regular Cup Final attendees can pay for
their tickets, and book accommodation, well
in advance, so removing complaints about
lots of money having to be laid out during
August to October as League play-offs pile
up.

As an aside, there is a problem with payment
for Cup and play-off matches-but nothing to
do with the season’s timings. Very often
attendances at these games are
dlsappomtmg, and | am sure that a major
reason is that season-ticket holders have to
pay cash; when the match is live on T.V,, many
choose not to. So why don’t clubs try a bit
of imaginative marketing? Maybe the

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities

for local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

games including Cup and play-off matches?
Or maybe simply reduced price admission for
season-ticket holders?

What of today’s matches themselves?
Although | suppose both Wigan and St Helens
have to be favourites, especially with home
advantage, wouldn’t it be marvellous, and
very much a breath of fresh air, if the semi-
final line-up consisted of Hull, Huddersfield,
Warrington and Wakefield. (Whitehaven is
probably too much to hope for!) ? Talk
about memories: My first ever Wembley visit
was to see Wakefield beat Huddersfield in
1962; Warrington’s two consecutive finals in
the mid 1970's, one winning and one losing;
Hull’s thrashing by Wakefield in 1960, and
their eventual win at Elland Road in the 1982
replay. | cannot think of a better boost for
the game than a Millennium Stadium Final
contested by none of the current ” big four”.
We live in hope.

Y
@ @
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. ANDERSON (CENTRE)

“the most experienced player to have joined Hornets
vudng the close season, having had Super League experience
‘with 5t Helens and Sheffield notching over 40 appearances
Came to Hornets having played at National League level with
Leigh and Oldham. A centre with excellent &r% scoring ability, a
powerful runner who can also operate in the back row. GB
under 21 and Scotland international honours.

ROB BALL (PROP)
Product of the successful Wigan youth set up who came to
Hornets via Leigh. A pliyer with Super League experience

having played for Wigan. Tall, strong and mobile forward likely
to form the cornerstone of the Hornets pack.

JANAN BILLINGS (HOOKER)

22 year old Aussie who signed from Gateshead Thunder in the
close season. Good hands and elusive runner and is expected to
relish the step up to NL1.

LEE BIRDSEYE (HALF BACK)
At Widnes Vikings since the age of 16 where he was a regular
star performer in the under 21's. Jumped at the chance to join
Bobby Goulding at Hornets to further his career and become a
regular first team performer. A player with an abundance of
pace and a good kicking game.

JOHN BRADDISH (STAND OFF)

Product of St Helens;outh system having played twice for them
in Super League. 23 years old and a reputation as an astute
tactical kicker with the ability to dictate the pace of a game.
Has also played for Oldham and Chorley Lynx

SAM BUTTERWORTH (HALF BACK)

Rochdale lad joined Hornets from the successful Mayfield team
after a string of impressive performances. Accurate goalkicker
but his main asset is his pace and deceptive footwork. A great
professional career awaits Sam if he continues this rate of
progress,

ANDY GORSKI (SECOND ROW)

Another of Hornets magn close season signings with Super
League experience. At 6ft and 15st he was signed by Goulding
from Salford City Reds to bring his powerful running syle and
solid defensive game to Hornets' pack. GB BARLA under 18's
and GB Young Lions under 19's honours

ANDREW GRUNDY (PROP)

Another product of Wigan‘s outh development system having

arrived at Hornets in the 2002-03 close season after a spell at

Chorley Lynx. At 25 years of age he still has the best years of his

aareer in front of him and will be looking for a big season at
ornets.

JOHN HAMILTON (HOOKER)
Signed from Leigh Centurions durin? the 2003 season
to add impetus to Hornets campaign. Unfortunately suffered a
broken leg after 8 aJ)pearan(es but his pugnacious, go forward
approach had already made him popular with the fans who will
be pleased to see him return,

ANDY HIBBERT (BACK ROW)

Another product of Widnes under 21's side looking for a chance
to further his first team career after limited opportunities at
Widnes. ?oned playing for the successful Widnes Albion ARLFC
team and will be looking to repay Goulding's judgement to
bring him to Hornets.

e modern era, Bobby Goulding, joined Rochdale Hornets in the close season, replacing Martin Hall. On

immediately set about building a squad capable of holding its own in National League One.

playg_d.‘_ on the international or domestic fronts, Goulding has made his mark as a wiley scrum half with a

tactical kicking game. His competitiveness and desire to win has always shone through and it is those qualities

brlna'to the Hornets. The plagers he has brought in comprise of a mixture of experience and youthful promise and
uild a solid platform from which the backs can play from by putting together a physically strong pack.

TONY KIRWIN (PROP)

Played for Widnes under 21's for two seasons before suffering a
serious leg injury. Looking to resurrect his career at Hornets.

is renowned as a ?o forward, robust player who takes the ball
up well and tackles tenaciously. Another player spotted by
Goulding playing for Widnes Albion.

ANDY LEATHEM (PROP)

Another player who has vast Super League experience having
played over 30 matches for St Helens and Warrington and was a
member of the St Helens cup winning team in 1996, He is a
blockbusting prop forward who scores more than his fair share
of tries and has had recent National League experience with
both Swinton and Leigh.

MICHAEL PLATT (FULL BACK)

Mal'or coup for Hornets having captured his signature from

Saltord City Reds where he played in Super League. At 6ft 2"

and 15st his pace, power and versatility will be a telling factor in*

:otne(s quest for success this year. Lancashire senior academy
onours.

GARETH PRICE (PROP)

One of the few players still on the books who played in Hornets
successful 2003 campaign. Made a big impact, playing 32 games
and scoring 5 tries, was a model of consistency whether starting
or coming off the bench. Another player with Super League
experience having played for Salford, London and St Helens.

DARREN SHAW (BACK ROW)

Vastly experienced Super League plarer havin
played for Salford, London, Sheffield an
Castleford as well as having spells down under
with Brisbane and Canberra Raiders.

A superb professional and genuine
leader on the field with a game
based around his

strong defence.
Has come to the
club as Bobby
Goulding’s
assistant.

LIAM
WILLIAMS
(WING)
Joined the
club from St
Helens
where he
was a
product of
the academy
set up. His
sheer pace
bagged him
many tries
for  Saints
and if he can get the
same running chances for
Hornets the tries will surely
follow.

“Roughyeds v Hornets"”

Photo 1. lan Watson was the first recipient of the Heritage Trust Trophy.
This award will be presented to the outstanding Oldham player in the
pre season Law Cup fixture. The image shows lan accepting the trophy
from Brian Walker after the match at Boundary Park on January 18th this
year when the Roughyeds prevailed by 26 points to 24 after a gallant
show from the hastily assembled Rochdale squad

Photo 2. This photo shows a scene from the match at the Athletic
Grounds on October 12th 1957. Don Vines and a Rochdale player
scramble for a loose ball as Roughyeds hooker, Jack Keith looks on.
Oldham won the match 29 - 21 in front of a splendid attendance of
13,844,

Picture 2

M“'
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There is no doubt that the last two games since | last
contributed to this column have certainly seen our team move
forward from the low of that poor performance at home
against Leigh. It must also be remembered that this has been
achieved with an ever-worsening injury situation. “Molly"
certainly does not appear to have had any luck, on the injury
scene, since he took over as coach. For the game against
Warrington he was down to 17 fit senior players and this had
been reduced to sixteen for the game against Chorley Lynx,
with a shoulder injury to James Bunyan, which meant
youngster, James Lomax had to be drafted into the squad.

The importance of this is magnified when you hear of
Whitehaven resting ten players for their ATC game against
Barrow last weekend to prepare for the home Cup-tie against
Warrington earlier today. There is not a great deal of
difference in the size of both squads but a vast difference in
the relative injury situation at the two clubs. (While I'm on
the subject of Whitehaven, | hope they've had a bumper
crowd today and whatever the result, made their fans proud
of them and shown Super League television fans the quality
and entertainment value available at National League
games.)

Getting back to the injury situation it does not just appear to
be an Oldham problem. Bradford, Wigan, St Helens, Hull,
Castleford, London Broncos, to name but a few have had
horrendous injury problems. Why is that so when fitness
levels are so much better and sports medicine, diets and
training programmes so sophisticated and players have a lot
more padding and protection? Surely the cold, wet sponge
and tub of Vaseline were not so effective? Ray French had
some interesting views on the situation earlier in the week.
The difference in the concept of the tackle where there is such
an emphasis on twisting in and out of tackles plus the
importance of the defenders to turn players on their backs
appear to be the cause of many leg injuries and were certainly
contributory to Marsh and Hough's injuries for Oldham,
French also highlights the high kicks to wingers and fullbacks
and the tendency now for the defender to leap in the air to
retrieve it, which results often, in the player being illegally
dumped to the floor from a great height.

S INCORPORATINGIN YER FACE
_—

However in French’s opinion the major factor in the increase
in injuries is a combination of the modern players being so
much better muscled and more powerfully built than in the
past and the introduction of the 10 metre rule rather than
previous three and five yard rulings. Forwards can now get
up a much more powerful head of steam. French’s final
thoughts are: “Are we reaching the point where some of the
charges made by a 17 stone giant at another 17 stones
monster from a distance of ten metres away are becoming
too intense and strong? Can the player’s body stand all the
forces at work, when the 34 stones collide at great pace? It
is exciting and makes for great entertainment - but at what
cost to the player?

What has made the situation worse at Oldham is the players
who have been picking up the injuries have been some of our
most consistent and ever present players like Phil Farrell, John
Hough and Neil Roden. They are not only vital for their
rugby skills but also for their leadership qualities. The lain
Marsh injury is another really unfortunate one for the team as
he was playing out of his skin and for the first time you could
see why the barrow fans had been so excited about him when
he played alongside Cliff Beverley two seasons ago. We wish
lain well and although we know a speedy recovery is not on
the cards we certainly hope for a complete one and know lain
will be determined to come back even stronger and more
focussed.

As far as Oldham are concerned the situation is also not
helped with training facilities. | wonder if supporters realise
how hard it sometimes is, especially, in the bad weather
months, to enable the players to train on grass. | know there
are times when “Molly” is literally tearing his hair out (That
explains the latest style) to find suitable facilities for physical
one on one training which is so vital in the modern game
Oldham are not the only club to have these problems but |
feel this does not help the injury situation

As we talk about injuries the whole question of the Academy
side and their role as a feeding ground for the first team
squad comes into question. Here again the situation has not
always been helpful. The set-up last season and the mass
exodus of the majority of National League clubs from

ORLFC Chairman, Christopher Hamilton and Oldham Evening Chronicle Managing Director Phil lestadﬁrem»ewmm
DunMorganm'd-HerpldlsmMollayhoﬂno'm = e

The Ball Boys appear to have got the balls and the Giant SUBWAYsandwiches mixed up as Jon

‘Goddard trys to get play started again.

Academy rugby meant our lads had little variety as far as their
opponents were concerned. On top of that the opposition
was often well below their standard and they were winning
games too easily. This season so far just the opposite is the
case. The U21 League means the lads are playing generally
much older players the majority of whom are full time, some
with Super League experience. On top of that the initial rule
which only allows one over-age player in the 17 prevents the
club from beefing up the squad, adding some much required
experience and providing a place for previously injured
players to gain essential match fitness. Let's hope these
initial stages of the competition, which are meant in some
way to seed the clubs, are not too demoralising for the lads.
Losing by a massive amount is just about as unhelpful as
winning in the same way.

Just a thought, although I'm not usually one who mourns
after the past and allows nostalgia to colour my views, isnt
there a sense where the old open age “A" team set up,
alongside a junior Colts league would be helpful. It would
allow players not catching the first team to impress the coach,
allow injured players to gain match fitness and be a place for
talented, older members of the Colts, to prove their
worthiness for a step up to the first team squad. At the
present time | feel there is too much of a gap between
National League Academy and National League proper.

As you may have read in the local press this week two more
sponsorship deals have been announced which can only be
good for the club. Firstly The Oldham Evening Chronicle
have signed a deal as one of our shirt sponsors. This is the
first time they have ever appeared on any sports team's shirts
and it is to the credit of Chairman, Christopher Hamilton that
he has been able to broker this deal. Also our thanks go out
to the newspaper that now not only produces, without
doubt, the best rugby league coverage in the country,
through our own Roger Halstead but also supports the town’s
rugby league team financially.

The second deal is also a first as it is with a new company who
have only just arrived in town, Subway, the sandwich chain
who have just opened up a branch on High Street, Oldham.
Their deal means they provide the food for the Boardroom
after the game and also the post match refreshments for
home and away teams and officials back at the Social Club.
They also sponsor Oldham’s goal kicker whoever that happens
to be in a match and are the official sponsors of the Oldham
ball boys, usually young amateur rugby league players who
do a terrific job on match days at Boundary Park. Subway has
provided their brand new waterproof outfits which were seen
for the first time at the game against Warrington. Our
thanks go out to Subway for their generosity.

As Geoff Cooke is still away sunning it in the West Indies
whilst watching our very successful cricket team and having
taken his lap-top with him so we can’t try and unearth the
three articles he has left for us | have decided to combine the
In The News and In Yer Face articles this week. There is no way
Geoff would have missed talking about the announcement of
the new date for the Powergen Challenge Cup Final next
season. This will now be played on the Saturday of the late
August bank Holiday 2005. | don't know what Geoff would
think but my own views are similar to those of lan Wilson
elsewhere in this journal - with the present season it seems
vital that it takes place later in the season and the choice of a
Bank Holiday to my mind is good - didn't it often use to fall
on May Bank Holiday.

As to results, | think there will be some shocks and although
my heart may well be overruling my head | think Wakefield if
they can produce their first half performance against Salford
for the full 80 minutes can narrowly beat Wigan. Despite
everything | can't see York or Whitehaven going any further,
and | think home advantage will just seal it for St Helens
against Hull but | expect it to be very close. So my final four
are Wakefield, Huddersfield, St Helens and Warrington. And
wouldn't it be great to have a Warrington versus
Huddersfield or Wakefield Final.

NM
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Unrivalled coverage of
Oldham Rugby League
spanning 3 centuries!

Joe Ferguson
1899 to 1923

Arguably the greatest ever Oldham player, Joe made a
record 627 appearances for the club. But for the First
World War his appearances may have crept up to 700, a
fantastic record

Alan Davies
1950 to 1961

Of all the big-name players who graced Watersheddings
in the “Fabulous Fifties”, Alan Davies was king. One of
the greatest centres the sport has ever produced, Davies
was the complete rugby league player

John Hough

1998 to present

John, a local lad, made Oldham RL history on December 2,
1997, when he became the new Roughyeds club’s first
signing. With 180 appearances, he is now contracted for
2004 and looking forward to his 7th season as a Roughyed

Across the decades, the Chronicle has kept its readers on the ball with match reports,
news and views from Oldham Rugby League Club — the Chronicle’s reporters and
photographers have been there for every game.

From the club's first game in 1895 to its most successful post-war season in 1956-57
to the present Oldham Roughyeds, the Chronicle has been on the touchline!

Make the most of your evening with Score on Monday and Roughyeds Round-up
every week during the season

The voice of Oldham for 150 years

With Brian Walker

Herbert Ellis can be best described as a ‘Tug Wilson’ of Oldham’s all
conquering pack of the late Victorian era. Signed from the then class
Liversedge club, who he had just helped become Yorkshire champions,
workaholic Ellis then assisted the Oldham side into becoming the first
Lancashire club to win the Challenge Cup, when in 1899, they beat Hunslet
19-9 at Fallowfield Stadium, Manchester.

Born in Ravensthorpe in 1877 this hard tackling forward was just 19 when
he arrived at Watersheddings and only 22 when he played in the final.

Equally as exciting for the Oldham supporters of the period was to the
success of the following season when Oldham become Lancashire
champions, which in those days, along with the Yorkshire championship,
was the main league competition. Heady times even for a fabulous side
especially for Ellis who became one of only two players from the era who
managed to win bothYorkshire and Lancashire championship medals.

Earlier this year Ellis' Lancashire championship
medal was offered for sale by famous auction
house Bonhams and despite stiff competition
his medal was snapped up by the Oldham
Rugby League Heritage Trust. Yet another
piece of Roughyeds history that has been
brought back to the town for generations
to come.

“Herbert Ellis remained in Oldham after his
playing days ended and became a well known
bookmaker in the town”.
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with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

RFL PROVIDING VITAL HELP

THE month of March saw Featherstone Rovers and
Workington Town - two of the most famous names
in the game - come out of administration.

A few weeks earlier, Whitehaven announced that
they had traded at a significant profit.

With the RFL taking a more pro-active role in
helping National League outfits than ever before,
are clubs at National League level facing up to
financial realism at last?

Perhaps. But one undeniable fact is that the RFL is
now playing an active role in helping out clubs at
this level.

Spearheaded by the Rugby Football League's Club
Support Unit - which helps members by giving
valuable advice on everything from lotteries to
stadium development, community work to
marketing - the game's governing body is earning
a much more positive reputation.

During times of difficulty, such assistance has been
invaluable to clubs such as Featherstone.

"I spent two thirds of a day at the RFL recently, and
every person | met said 'if you've got any
problems, please phone us up - we're here to
help',"

Featherstone chief executive Chris Beaumont told
'Rugby League World' magazine.

"That was like a breath of fresh air, because for a
long time we had the impression that everybody at
the Rugby League was against us. To go there and

be met with open arms has been absolutely
fantastic.”

“They came down and did a presentation, and we
now know where we need to be, which is always
great,” Evans says.

“If you don't know where to go, you've got no
idea how to get there. We know what we have to
do, we realise we've got financial limitations. But
we also know that we have to speculate to
accumulate to a degree, by employing people on
the commercial side."

Meanwhile, the Arriva Trains Cup is gaining
momentum as the group stages head to their
climax.

The competition had another major shock on
Sunday, when Cougars produced a remarkable
performance to stun Halifax 26-8 at Cougar Park.

Fax and their coach Tony Anderson realise that
they will need a marked improvement if they are
to turn the tide for today's massive clash with
Leigh Centurions, in a game that will provide an
early NL1 form marker, as well as possibly
providing the ATC's biggest crowd this season.

Elsewhere, there is an intriguing local derby
between Oldham and Rochdale, while Doncaster
against Batley should be a real humdinger.

And don't forget York and Whitehaven's
participation in the Powergen Challenge Cup
quarter-finals. It promises to be another fantastic
weekend for the National Leagues.

READ THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUES AND ALL LEVELS
OF THE GAME IN RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS - OUT EVERY MONDAY

eaguer

eague Ex ress

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01 484 401895 Pl |-l
--«OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT ¢ '

PLAYER
PROFILE

IT'S a little over four years since local
boy Gavin Dodd first signed for his
home-town club.

Then aged 18, he was said to be "a
utility threequarter who can handle
most positions in the back division with
a preference for full-back."

Sure enough, four and a bit seasons
further down the track, the Roughyeds
very own Doddy (this one from
Chadderton, not Knotty Ash) has played
first-team rugby for the club at full-back,
on both wings and in both centre
positions.

He went to North Chadderton School
and played rugby there under the
tutelage of lain MacCorquodale. He also
played youth rugby at Royton Tigers
and, aged 17, he sampled open-age
rugby for both Heyside Eagles, now
defunct sadly, and Royton Tigers.

GAVIN DODD

{
2
Tigers had one season at open-age level q “'_ XN

in the NW Counties League and Gavin
experienced that as well as playing
academy rugby for both Rochdale
Hornets and Bradford Bulls.

Prior to signing his first professional
contract for Oldham he played in several
positions for the Roughyeds reserve side
and, after signing in February, 2000 he
continued his apprenticeship before
breaking into the first team with just a
couple of substitute appearances that
summer.

In 2001, the Grand Final season, he madel -\
18 senior appearances -- ten at full-back,
two on the wing and six as a substitute.

His best spell was in mid-season when he
was preferred to Mark Sibson at full-
back and figured in nine out of ten
games as first choice No 1.

Fast on the break, yet unpredictable at
times, Dodd scored a stack of tries in the
Alliance team and added another seven
touchdowns in the Northern Ford
Premiership.

He represented Great Britain Students in
Australia and New Zealand in 2000 and,




GAVIN DODD

a year later, was one of five Oldham nominees
for the Great Britain under-21 squad.

The season 2002 was his real breakthrough. He
played in 30 out of a possible 39 Oldham first-
team games and did enough to attract the
interest of French club Lezignan, whom he
joined with Oldham's approval in October that
year, but only after he had signed a new deal for
the Roughyeds to November 30, 2003.

As it happened, things did not work out quite as
Gavin expected and he was soon back in Oldham
and looking forward to the 2003 season.

It was to be another good campaign for him. He
played in 30 of the team's 32 matches and
scored 14 tries --- enough to earn him yet
another contract for 2004, although this time
negotiations took considerably longer and were
more protracted than hitherto.

He didn't put pen to paper until a few weeks
before Christmas, when he said in the Oldham
Evening Chronicle: "I'm just glad it's all over -- it

was dragging on a bit and the new season was
getting closer."

In ten out of ten appearances so far this season,
one of them as a substitute and nine in his
favourite full-back spot, Gavin has scored four
tries --- the last of them a length-of-the-field
beauty at Chorley last Sunday.

His total record for the club at senior level is 32
tries and one drop goal in 90 appearances and
on current form he is capable of scoring a lot
more tries in the season that stretches ahead.

Roger Halstead

OLDHAM RLFC v ROCHDALE HORNETS




) At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
~you need to get the

call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

%’I

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Sawmills, Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250

~ " E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

Branches at: Bolton: Tel: 01204 384867 Nelson: Tel: 01282 613933 Sale: Tel: 0161 969 7543

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Lansdown
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Demolition work undertaken
All materials can either be
collected or delivered
fel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

SDPILGRIM

N T EIIRNATION A L

l.omlly manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

,lgrim-intemational.co.uk

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2004

GARETH PAUL KEITH
BARBER fog _ BENNETT BRENNAN

WILL
COWELL

oHaM | B e e 8l ROUGHYED
ADVERTISER \ ‘ i KIDS

MIKE NEILD
BUILDER'S

PHIL
FARRELL

FATBUZ

JOHN
BARRETT

GED SMITH
(ELECTRICAL
SERVICES)

GAVIN
JOHNSON

CRAIG
FARRIMOND

FRED
LAUGHTON

KATHRYN

HEPTONSTALL /
KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

THE KING
FAMILY
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| -v/

ADAM . SIMON
RODEN SHARPLES ‘ soumsnn ' SVABIC
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i M IAIN TAYLOR ' JADE ) ‘.a.: LEES VILLAGE
.,_' & COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE

F ROSS WILCOCK 2 \ STATION

JAMES
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N TOTALPLUS
WATSON BUNYAN MARSH

MO Y
. sPONSORED BY “ BY
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HEALTH & _—
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SPONSOR A PLAYER?

Ring Dave on 0161 628 3677
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HOPEFULLY BY NOW YOU WILL HAVE
RECEIVED LETTERS TELLING YOU ABOUT
THE EASTER PARTY AND THAT YOU HAVE
GOT “CRACKING” DECORATING YOUR
EGGS AND HATS. WE ARE GOING TO
HAVE A GREAT NIGHT AND WANT YOU
ALL TO COME ALONG AND HAVE FUN.

Confused with the mascot picture today? Don‘t be, Adam whose photo appears in this programme very
kindly agreed to change places when Kieran, our man on the pitch, couldn’t make the Sharlston match.

As we have already given you Kieran’s stats we can tell you that Adam is 13 years old and goes to
Middleton Technology school. His hobbies are Rugby and ‘mathematics’ and his favourite player is lan
watson.

Thanks once again to our sponsors Saddleworth Sports, F R Elswood Ltd, The Oldham Advertiser,
Cartridge World Oldham, Warbutons Bakery & ASDA Chadderton.

Good Luck to Steve & the ‘Lads”
Janet & Carole

oDAYS MASCoT

Adam

Age: 13

Hobbies: Rugby and Mathamatics
Favourite Player: lan Watson

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

Have you visited the Social Club yet? Many paid up members haven't. If you're one of these how about starting off
Easter with a family party night at the EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA on Thursday 8 April at 8.00pm The evening, organised
by the Roughyed Kids is for all ages and will include games for the kids and a disco. For the creative amongst you
there will be prizes for the best junior and senior Easter Bonnets, so start to prepare now to join in the fun. Admission
is by payment on the door - Adults £3, Children £1 with Roughyed Kids getting in free. Food will be available

Tickets will be on sale at the Social Club after today's match and prior to the Swinton game for the Big Egg Draw.
Proceeds will be shared between the Breast Cancer Charity, BREAKTHROUGH and our fundraising for ORLFC.

In a personal comment from the writer of these notes, | would like to compliment the Roughyettes for their well
disciplined performances in their new strips. They are a credit to the club. Also, the quality production and content of
the match day programme is another very positive feature of the club’s efforts. In these days of negative comment
there is a definite need to accentuate the positive.

DON’T MISS OUT - COME AND JOIN US

NOW
playing
even more
music
varely

the :
revolution

We bake our breads FRESH every day.

We slice our salads FRESH every day.

24 High Street
Oldham.

Made FRESH before your very eyes.

A FRESH alternative to pre-made
burgers.

Tel: 0161 678 2929

Official supplier to the players. Fax: 0161 678 2999




MAKE AN IMPACT!

£600 buys your team
a set of 17 playing kits

Call into Oldham, Failsworth
or Shaw Jobcentres

A wide selection of jobs - full and part time
Information on trainign opportunities
Local and National Jobsearches

Help with Jobsearch skills

Additional help for Single Parents

Advice on Working Families’ Tax Credit

Extra help for people with health problems

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am to 5.00pm

®

Part of the Jobcentre Plus natwork
Departiment for work and Penslons

Job Centre

Call Mike Humble
for details on
07736 683 827

KUKRI

Who Wears Wins

www.kukrisports.com

ONSERVATORIES

Tel: 01706 880887

Showsite & Office:
Booth’s Garden Centre,
Turf Lane, Royton
Oldham OL2 6JH

WINDOWS & DOORS

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

ON THIS DAY

DON YATES LOOKS BACK TO MARCH-28TH YESTERYEAR

Between November 1969 and April 1970 the
Roughyeds suffered a run of nineteen
consecutive league defeats, the worst
sequence in the history of the club. On Easter
Saturday, 28th March 1970, the team travelled
to the Athletic Grounds where they met old
rivals Rochdale Hornets. Having lost to Oldham
twice earlier in the season, in league and
Floodlit Trophy competitions, Hornets were in
no mood to offer sympathy and beat the
Roughyeds 18-0. They ran in four tries,
touched down by loose-forward Henry
Delooze, former Oldham winger Terry Dolly,
prop George Snape and centre Terry Corcoran.
Full-back Alan Holt landed three goals.

On Sunday 28th March 1999 two players made
their debut for Oldham, one after joining the
club from Rochdale Hornets and another who
later moved to Rochdale Hornets. The
Roughyeds met Widnes that afternoon across
at Spotland where Oldham played during that
1999 campaign. Widnes won the match 33-18
but Oldham were satisfied with the form of
their two debutantes. Stand-off Danny Wood,
on trial from Dewsbury, landed three goals and
gave an (impressive performance.
Unfortunately terms could not be agreed with
the versatile Yorkshireman and so he returned
to the Ram Stadium after making six
appearances for the club and scoring a try, 12
goals and a dropped goal. Twelve months later
he joined Hornets. Substitute Mick Farrell, also
a versatile inside back, joined Oldham from
Rochdale the previous December and spent
just one season with the Roughyeds. The
former = Waterhead junior ~made 15
appearances for Oldham during that 1999
campaign and scored six tries and a goal.
Oldham's three tries against Widnes four years
ago. were scored by former Rochdale junior Joe
McNicholas (2) and Emmerson Jackman.

Rugby league continued to be played
throughout Word War 1l, albeit with a severely
reduced programme of matches. The County
Championship was suspended - although
Lancashire continued to meet Yorkshire in the
Roses match. On Saturday 28th March 1942
the Roses match was staged on the old

Crown Flatt stadium in Dewsbury. A crowd of
5,000 cheered Yorkshire to a 13-2 victory on
that' occasion. There were three Oldham
players included in the Lancashire team for
that match. On the wing was Frank Lees whilst
the pack contained two- outstanding servants
to the Oldham club. At hooker was Edgar
Brooks, who served the Roughyeds for 17
years, and at loose-forward was Alex Givvons,
who spent ten years as a player at
Watersheddings and .another 45 years -in
various coaching and administrative posts.

Both Oldham and Rochdale Hornets are
amongst the nine professional clubs who share
their playing accommodation with the local
soccer club. Prior to moving to Spotland,
Hornets played at the Athletic Grounds, a
stadium which staged several major events.
One test match, two County Championship |
fixtures, a Lancashire Cup Final, three {
Challenge Cup Finals and seven semi-finals
were all played at that venue. On Saturday
28th March 1931 the Challenge Cup semi-final
between Halifax and St.Helens drew a crowd
of 21,674 to the Athletic Grounds. It was a
hard-fought cup-tie which produced just the
one: try, scored by Halifax winger Laurie
Higgins. The  other
Halifax - winger, Fred
Adams landed four
goals in the Yorkshire
club’s 11-2 victory.
Second-row forward
Jack Arkwright
landed a goal for
St.Helens.  Halifax
went on to lift the
trophy, beating York
at Wembley in the
final.
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JAYS O

SUNDA B APRIL 3 PM KICK OFF

OLDHAM V SWINTON LIONS

APRIL 3 PM KICK OFF

OLDHAM V FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

WHY NOT TAKE PART IN OUR GREAT HOSPITALITY PACKAGES
FOR THESE TWO GAMES WHICH INCLUDES:

* Pre match 4 course meal with wine in the Sponsors suite *
Y Match day programme Y
Y Latest team news bulletin Y
Y& Watch game in one of our luxurious, heated executive rooms —
the ideal ‘ROOM WITH A VIEW’
Y Mix with the players and officials after the game for the after match presentations. Y
Y Private Pay Bar Y

/ \) i_i 3’),\\",;: /:,-:\A i('*! /\\/‘I\‘ [ [)
{CLUSIVE fﬁI‘u‘QT; OF ON[_\/

A great place Maximise your

to learn potential
u R OLDHAM

o1 ll)ll[ ; AM With 2 wid ¢ . r BUSINESS Oldham Business Management School offers
) Ith a wide range of courses to - %

RITERAE  choose from, you could improve @ MANAGEMENT  Higher Education at Undergraduste, Degres,
your job prospects, aim for SCHOOL Higher N NVQ and P _"a| r
higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER Programmes levels. We take pride in offering

www.oldham.ac.uk  learning a new skill. EDUCATION courses that turn ambitions into successful

careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For course enquiries and prospectus requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480 For further information call 0161 615 5050

W-R1G LEY
CLAYDON

SO LEICT TO RS since 17935

e, Oldham and Lancashire rughy p!

33 NION S 3k T )HAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EmMA pwrigle WEBSITE www.wrigleyeclayd

624 3743 j 161 624 6811

PECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

www.ijustgotbetter.com

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters
To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception 1o claim your free day pass at Setter Health Club. One ad




A d SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
a msons 93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
s CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
MsH\E\_DS ARMGUARDS
P . REPAIR SPECIALISTS QU -
(Including Subs) ' sTICK MITTS - Elmers
Max. 10 ‘ v ROTECT),
(Mas: 19) Approved repairers to all KICKING TEES TTU TIVE vEsrs
Jon Goddard 10 3 ) 5 12 leading insurance companies RUGBY BAUS S SACKLE BAGS
ER Hi
Will Cowell 10 5 - - 20 TRAINING LADD ELD cong
lain Marsh 8 6 24 Telephone
' 0161 627 4001 OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
Gareth Barber 10 1 B 12 28 01 61 624 1904 OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT
Nick Johnson 10 9 - - 36 d
TS . = - Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor cadloc
e - : Qldham OL4 1JG ('ANfFRBTJcF)??GA PUMA MITRECATRASPORT
e = : : = = 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE . i
' ' - - CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH
Eal) Southern S 2 8 * QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS
John Hough 5 - - E 0
Dane Morgan 10 3 - - 12
T %% > . i 3 Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
Martin Elswood 6 ; : : 0 OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS
Craig Farrimond 4 - = % 0
Gavin Dodd 10 4 - B 16
Gavin Johnson 2 . s : 0 | OFFICES
' - S —
Adam Sharples 3 - - B 0 Michael Meacher MP Phil Woolas MP
Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & Saddleworth 7 “Q‘
Neil Roden 7 3 - B 12 ! | “
' Lord Chambers Lord Chambers
. Martin McLoughlin 9 - - - 0 11 Church Street 11 Church Street '
! Oldham OL1 3AN Oldham OL1 3AN
Steve Molloy 8 - - - 0
0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248
 Lee Marsh 9 3 B 2 16
Keith Brennan 7 1 % . 4 David Heyes MP Coun. David Jones
0 Ashton-U-Lyne Leader Oldham Labour Group
James Bunyan 6 1 - - 4
; = 2 0 Suite 4 St Michaels Court Lord Chambers /
SeSEoman i ) - St Michaels Sq 11 Church Street 7
Ashton-under-Lyne Oldham OL1 3AN  ,/
Oldham OL6 6XN

0161 331 9307 0161 628 8346

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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Danny oLouan
Lockwood | ol .
| Landsowne Road

Chadderton

Oldham

OL9 9EF
Publisher
League Weekly Tel: 0161 626 1141

Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk
RUGBY has been ‘good’ to me, in a “love hurts” kind of way.

But for that funny shaped leather ball, | would probably never

have experienced one beautiful nurse swabbing my buttock, M inful

let alone a dozen. So what if they were about to plunge a m;rneap:::i:ay Low LOADER HIRE

tetanus needle into it, before stitching up this, plaster casting with former

that, or undislocating the other. Beggars can’t be choosers... Hunslet and EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
D b

In the glamour stakes, rugby has been my personal Thomas Kﬁ."{,f -c“,r:;::,'-)('\

ESCORTED LOADS

Cook, too. I've played in 10 countries - 11 if you count the Mason...
time me, Keith ‘Crusher' Mason and ex-Hunslet cousins Simon
Wilby and Tommy Oldroyd played murder ball on a piece of Benidorm beach the size of two bath towels. That
frightened the horses | can tell you. (It also pretty much finished Tommy’s career. The ball and one of Crusher’s
flip-flops ended up stuck in a palm tree and we formed a human pyramid to retrieve it, with Tom up top. But when the
pyramid suddenly dispersed, Tommy tried to keep hold of the tree and slid down it, cartoon-fashion, leaving half his
chest on the bark. Pain? Crusher’s stiff-arm was nothing by comparison.)

Ah, the memories. Playing in 120 degree heat in Las Vegas and Palm Springs; walking off Dudley Hill's ground crying
from the pain of the frostbite. It's not much fun being a winger at -10 degrees with the icy sleet coming horizontally
at you straight off the Pennines — especially when the coach has decided “we’re keeping it tight to the forwards today
lads”. I'll bet Paul Deacon’s never had to kick goals while unable to feel anything below his knees.

There was the time ex-Gt Britain physio Ronnie Barrett got me fit for a BARLA Yorkshire Cup final by dropping
sandbags on my damaged knuckles from a great height (it worked). Oh, and the Hemsworth hooker who picked up all ALLEN MI LLS HOWARD & CO‘
15-stones of me by the crown jewels. The animal-like cry that came from some hitherto uncharted place in my being
drowned out the ref's whistle and shattered the windows in a nearby block of council fiats. Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Then there was the look on the face of Dr John Pagliano, Hollywood’s “foot doctor to the stars”, upon seeing my T
sprained and fractured ankle. He actually took photos to show his clients (Carl Lewis, Magic Johnson etc). “Those

wusses don't know REAL injuries!" he gushed, as he set to work. Mind you, he did actually get me ‘fit' to play in a big ; 2 >
match 10 days later. Such memories. Some still bring a tear to the eye. Literally. Supporting Oldbam R.L.EC in Oldbam & Tameside

But checking out the Western Australian RL website this week, brought back the most painful memory of all. No
broken bones, dislocated joints, frozen toes, or burning lungs. Just seven words from a flat-nosed Aussie hooker. Well,
my girlfriend and | were travelling light. As you do. The laundry basket was full. I'd hardly given a thought to my

Sfor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

undergarments, until | rushed into the ‘sheds’ to change for training, where the lads were already stripped. As my Hyde - Stephen Howard........................... 0161 - 366 6535
trews hit the deck, and thumbs hooked into elastic that seemed suddenly tighter than normal, a hush descended on X i ; o

the men of the Applecross Jets, WA minor premiers of 1991. My one solid gold Aussie pal, ex-Sheffield Eagles hooker Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140
or loosey, Warren Smiles, dropped his gaze to the floor and shook his head in sad resignation. T I e 0161 -681 5600

“Jeez guys,” drawled Derek, our number 9, eventually. “The Pom wears women'’s gear!”
You want to know about pain? That's pain ... and no, they never did let me explain.
Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Every Monday. Featuring Ray French, Dave ‘Nosey’ Parker, Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584
Denis Betts, Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford, plus ; o j AM H

WEEKLY Phil Hodgson’s inside line on the amateur game.
Full national & international coverage. Full colour! Full on!
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Roudhyeds

£1 TO WIN
OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS No1

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

s
- JACKPOT ACCU,M,ULA';I'?H - Rising by £50 every week
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POWERGEN

Power in young hands

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament. the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16,000 young
players from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this
energising sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup
we're giving our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

For more information on the Powergen Champion
Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.

Powergen | Power in good hands




DATE OPPONENTS cup VENUE | K. O. |RESULT | W/L
01/02/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Home |15.00| 64-14 | W
06/02/04 | Castleford Panthers [powergencc/ Home |19.30| 168 | W
15/02/04 | Leigh Centurions ATCup | Away |15.00(51-32 | L
22/02/04 | Swinton Lions ATCup | Away |15.00( 18-30 |W
29/02/04 | Sharlston Rovers |powergencc/ Home |19.45| 244 |W
07/03/04 | Leigh Centurions AT Cup | Home |15.00| 10-54 | L
14/03/04 | Warrington Wolves |powergencc] Home | 15.00| 10-44 | L
21/03/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Away |15.00{ 10-40 | W
28/03/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
Quarter Finals CC
28/03/04 | Rochdale Hornets | AT Cup | Home | 18.00
04/04/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Home |15.00
09/04/04 | Rochdale Hornets ATCup | Away |19.30
12/04/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL 1 Home | 15.00
18/04/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
Semi Final 1 CC
18/04/04 | Halifax NL1 Away |15.00
25/04/04 | Powergen Powergen
CC Semi Final 2 cC
25/04/04 | AT Cup Play-offs AT Cup
02/05/04 | Leigh Centurions NL 1 Home |15.00
09/05/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 Away |15.00
15/05/04 | Powergen CC Final  [Powergen CC
23/05/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL 1 Home |15.00
30/05/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL 1 Home |15.00
06/06/04 | AT Cup Quarter Finals| AT Cup
13/06/04 | Keighley Cougars NL1 Away |15.00
20/06/04 | Whitehaven NL 1 Home | 15.00
27/06/04 | AT Cup Semi Finals AT Cup
04/07/04 | Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away |15.00
11/07/04 | Halifax NL 1 Home | 15.00
18/07/04 | At Cup Final AT Cup
25/07/04 | Leigh Centurions NL1 Away | 15.00
01/08/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL 1 Home | 15.00
08/08/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL1 Away | 15.00
15/08/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away | 15.00
22/08/04 | Keighley Cougars NL 1 Home |15.00
29/08/04 | Whitehaven NL1 Away | 15.00
05/09/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away | 15.00
12/09/04 | Doncaster Dragons | NL 1 Home |15.00
19/09/04 | NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NL1
26/09/04 |NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NL1
03/10/04 |NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NL1
10/10/04 |NL 1 & 2 Grand Finals|]  NL1
17/10/04 [NL1 &2 PromVReleg.| NL1
Play-offs
Key
AT Cup - Arriva Trains Cup
Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1

TODAY'’S
MATCH
SPONSOR

ALPHATEC

LABELLING
SYSTEMS LTD
PEEL STREET, DENTON
TEL 0161 337 8954

TEAM SPONSOR

BETTER HEALTH CLUB
FEATHERSTALL RD., SOUTH,
OLDHAM OL9 6HL
TEL 01616289897

MAN OF THE
MATCH SPONSOR

GEORGE HILL
(TIMBER MERCHANTS)
SCOTTFIELD RD
OLDHAM OLS 1LB
TEL 0161 627 2020

MATCHBALL
SPONSOR

JB DESIGN AND PRINT
123 TURF PIT LANE
OLDHAM OL4 2 ND
TEL 0161 624 8218

PROGRAMME
SPONSOR
DAVID MCNEENEY

TODAY'S CHAMPAGNE

MOMENT SPONSORED BY
WINOS AND
EDDIE LUCKRAFT

You won't want
to put it down.
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Your best weekly read
- and that's official
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Oldham RLFC fully support the Let's tackle
Racism in Rugby League campaign and
welcomes all players and spectators
irrespective of their ethnic or racial origins.
Racism has no place in our game and racist
chants are totally unacceptable.
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It’s all about Oldham

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.



