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At Powergen energy is our business, and

we're committed to supporting Rugby League
at all levels. As one of the world's most
energetic sports. Rugby League inspires passion,
commitment and dedication. This is why we're
delighted and proud to be involved. from the
grassroots of Powergen Champion Schools,
through to the Powergen Challenge Cup.

To team up with Powergen visit powergen.co.uk
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The Powergen Champion Schools Cup starts to get serious this week, as
schools up and down the country prepare for the last-sixteen clashes in each
age group.

After massively successful regional and local stages of the competition, the
Powergen Champion Schools Tournament reaches its national stage this
week with schools knowing they are now only three wins away from a place
in the finals being played in Cardiff on Powergen Challenge Cup Final
weekend.

With over one thousand secondary schools entering this year's competition
and 16,000 school children taking part across the UK, the Powergen
Champion Schools Tournament is now the largest Rugby League
competition in the world.

Charlotte Meekham, Powergen Sponsorship Executive commented: "The
Powergen Champion Schools Tournament has been a spectacular success
story over the last two years and we are extremely proud to be supporting
such a worthwhile initiative.

"With school teams across the UK now only three wins away from
appearances at the Finals in Cardiff, there should be some fantastic action
being played this week as the standard of league continues to get better and
better."
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The list of schools left remaining in the last sixteen shows the divergence
and spread Rugby League has gained through the competition. Alongside
established Rugby League schools such as St John Fisher (Wigan) and Cowley
High (St Helens) are King's House Preparatory School in Richmond (the
former school of England rugby union skipper Lawrence Dallaglio) and
Cardiff's largest school, Whitchurch.

St Helens' skipper Paul Sculthorpe will be hoping his old school Counthill
(Oldham) can progress through to the quarter finals, while Parramatta Eels'
new signing Chris Thorman will also be keeping a keen eye out for his old
school Burnside (North Tyneside) who have also reached the last sixteen.
“Virtually all the Secondary Schools in Oldham play Rugby League through
the good work of the teachers at the schools, the local amateur clubs and
the Oldham Rugby League Schools Association, which all come under the
banner of Oldham Service Area,” said Chris Thair, the RFL's North West
Regional Development Manager.

"Oldham has always been a strong area for nurturing top talent and playing
rugby in school time is an important part of that process.

"Good luck Counthill, and may | take this opportunity to thank everyone

involved in making this years Powergen Champion Schools Cup the biggest
ever RL competition."

1998-2003

Trans-Penine Cup

Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership

Club of the Year - 2000

Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 175 - lan 358 - September 2003

CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Prul Farrel 87 - “Aori 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002

*John Hough was on the team for every mas® Sty Ts 71999 - April 16th 2001 (82)

TRIES IN A SEASON: Mark Sibson, 23 - 7555 2000

GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000 200

POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000 200

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden 7 - 2007 2002

TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1555 2000

GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - "355 2007

POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 7955 200

DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden 18 - 2000 2003

TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan 5t Judes & - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Quesensbury & - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Charley Lyms, & - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park

GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Seemton Lors, 98 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park

POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewestury fams 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross

(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden « Wortemon Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at
Derwens

= Pk
John Braddish » =l KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New
Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN. “ores Wasps 70-6 - Apr 15t 2001

& Fursegron Stadium

» Quessstury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
FLOC 3w @nd 2t Boundary Park
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" \We have all
fantasised
about our

club getting
to the final,
playing a big
team and
causing an

upset

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

ress our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
il Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.
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OPINION

‘with CHRIS HAMILTON

Welcome to Boundary Park for today’s
fourth round Powergen Challenge Cup
tie against Sharlston Rovers.

When we sometimes play amateur
opposition we need to dig deep to find
information about them but after their
exploits in the last round Sharlston
found instant fame when they dumped
Dewsbury Rams out of the competition
in a game which ultimately cost Andy
Fisher the Dewsbury coach Kis job.

Despite what people may say it is still a
fantastic achievement for any amateur
team to beat a professional team and
Sharlston are to be congratulated on
their victory.

It was interesting to listen to people
from National Leagues One and Two at
the draw for the fourth round, which
was held at Odsal Stadium in Bradford,
about why the amateur clubs should
nlotb?e allowed to play National League
clubs.

Don’t forget this was coming from
victorious National League Chairmen
and not representatives from the three
clubs who had been knocked out by
amateur opposition!

This year was no different in either the
fact that at least one professional club
was knocked out in round three or
because people moan generally about
having to play amateur teams.

The general gripe seems to be that "we
lose a fortune by playing these teams in
round three and its money we can't
afford to lose".

Itis a fact that these fgames rarely make
money for the professionals because,
with a shared gate and the higher
running costs that professional teams
have, we are bound to lose money - our
own situation is a prime example-
because with the rent and gatemen
and stewarding costs we are paying
over FIVE THOUSAND pounds a
game. In cup matches although
some of the costs are shared
t?ebground rental is borne by the home
club.

Whilst in the current financial climate
for clubs outside of Super League, with
little outside or central funding, that is
undoubtedly a major problem. It always
seems to escape Chairmans’ minds
that progression to the next round
gives higher prize money and the

IN THE CHAIRMAN'S

opportunity to draw one of the "big
guns" in the next round.

| am quite sure that you will not
find anybody connected with
Workington Town complaining that
they had to play Crossfields in round
three given that they now have the
chance of a big pay day against Leeds
Rhinos in round four.

That tie itself also epitomises exactly
what the Powergen Challenge Cup is all
about because, if we forget the
financial side of things for one minute,
every year every Chairman, Coach,
player, sponsor and fan sets off with a
cup dream.

We have all fantasised about our club
getting to the final, playing a big team
and causing an upset or maybe even
just getting the chance to play against a
side You would not otherwise get to
play like one of the Russian or French
teams.

In that statement lies the answer to all
the negative comments about the
amateurs being in the competition-
who are we to take away the dreams of
everybody connected with the amateur
clubs who week in week out put in a lot
of work - these games are their reward
for that and you will never hear me
saying we should alter the format for
that reason alone.

Today’s game will certainly be a hard
one and there is no doubt we will need
to be on our guard but there are no
excuses whatsoever for us not being
prepared and indeed | know we are.
We hope everybody connected with the
Sharlston club enjoys their day out but
leaves looking forward to next year’s
dream not the next round’s dream!!

Finally i would like to thank Powergen
for their continued support of the
Challenge Cup and we hope that their
guests today enjoy the game.

As usual dont forget to be as loud as
possible as with a big following behind
them our opponents today will be
highly motivated and as | keep on
saying you as fans can play your part - |
only wish more of you believed me!

Enjoy the game

CHRIS HAMILTON
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COACHLINES

with STEVE MOLLOY

Welcome to today’s Powergen
Challenge Cup tie against
Sharlston Rovers. I'm sure a
lot of supporters will make the
trip over the hill to cheer
Martin Wood'’s men on. They
will be hoping to cause another
upset and take a further
professional scalp. We, on the
other hand, have other ideas.

With a lot of Super League
clubs pitting themselves against
each other and the likelihood
of five NL1 sides being in the
next round it's a real chance for
a cup run, and the financial
rewards that go with it would
be a welcome reward for
amateur and National League
sides alike.

Our last Challenge Cup tie
against Castleford Panthers was
not one of our better
performances and maybe we
underestimated our opponents.
On top of this the atrocious
playing conditions were a real

"1 2004 has been

the year of the
amateurs and
we must be on
our guard that
we don't allow
this success to
continue. #

leveller and certainly didn't
help our cause.

2004 has been the year of the
amateurs and we must be on
our guard that we don't allow
this success to continue. To do
this we need to remain
focussed for the whole 80
minutes. This is something I'm
trying to instil into the squad,
after our lapses in recent
games, especially the ten
minutes before half time at
Leigh and the final quarter of
an hour against Swinton in the
Arriva Trains Cup. Once we
iron out these glitches | feel
sure we will become a better
side and be a real force to be
reckoned with.

A month into the season and
already the demands of the
game are raising their ugly
head with us picking up a
couple of mid-to-long term
injuries. With John Hough
looking like he’s out for 6 to 8
weeks and Craig Farrimond’s
injury being more serious than
first thought, it puts our more
streamlined squad to the test.

On a more positive note I'm
hoping Phil Farrell is less than a
month away from making his
long awaited comeback which
will certainly go a long way in
bolstering our squad.

Enjoy the game,
Steve

B RIBE
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MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 North Ainley Halliwell
Solicitors
34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 [PS
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Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.
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Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 78X
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IN THE CAPTAIN'S CORNER

with PHIL FARRELL

Welcome once again to my column and a warm
welcome to Sharlston Rovers for this important
Powergen Challenge Cup tie.

The game against Castleford Panthers showed us
that you mustn’t treat amateur sides lightly, but at
least we came out as winners and have the
opportunity to progress into the next round of the
Cup where there will be the chance of another tie
against a National League side or a lucrative game
against one of the big Super League sides.

The lads are treating this game like any other and
the fact that Sharlston are amateurs will not make
any difference whatsoever. We will be out to try
and get a consistent 80 minutes on the field with
no periods where we lose our concentration.
| thought we were going some way to achieving
this against Swinton which was particularly
pleasing after the early shock of that try against
us, unfortunately in the last quarter of an hour we
just let things slide a little and Swinton punished
us for it.

It seems a little ironic now that both myself and
Scruffy (John Hough) my vice captain, who helps
me write this column, are now suffering from long
term injuries and having to lead from the
sidelines. I've found it difficult, not only being off
the field for the game but also as I've not been
joining in team training and having to work on my
own.

| saw the specialist earlier in the week and he’s
happy with the progress I'm making and really
said that what's required is more of the same. He
will, however, allow me to join in more with the
lads and enter into some physical contact. I'm
really looking forward to that as it's really difficult
to have a captain’s influence when you are away
from the lads so much.

This, as | said earlier, has been made worse by
Scruffy’s injury. He also saw the specialist this week
and although they feel there might be a slight
rupture of the medial ligament they are hopeful
that it will heal without surgery. Let’s hope they
are right and if his knee heals as well as his pockets
have we have nothing to worry about - believe me
they are sealed to perfection and nothing,
absolutely nothing, has ever been known to come
out of those.

Seriously though we are both thrilled to bits with
Lee Doran being chosen as captain. He is not one
to shout his mouth off but there’s one thing for
certain he'll lead by example both on the field and
in training.

Enjoy the game
Faz

" The lads are treating
this game like any
other and the fact
that Sharlston are
amateurs will not

make any difference
whatsoever.

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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The World Club Championship and the opening
round of Super League fixtures have re-enforced
what a wonderful game Rugby League is. And,
with the outstanding performances provided by
several amateur clubs in the Powergen Challenge
Cup, it is clear that quality on the field of play
percolates right down through the game.

So it is with some dismay that one reads of
continuing problems off the field. The lockout of
some Warrington Wolves season ticket holders at
the opening of the new Halliwell-Jones Stadium is
just not acceptable. | know the administrators will
plead special circumstances because of the
circulation of numerous forged tickets, but | find
the statement by Wolves media officer, Gina
Coldrick, bizarre: namely that, “we know at this
stage that there were a lot of forgeries, but we
don‘t how many or WHICH STAND THEY WERE
FOR.” Pardon? Wolves' officials couldn‘t tell
which part of the ground was most affected?
Surely not?

Similarly clubs continue to struggle with replica
merchandise. From lack of Great Britain jerseys
last autumn to lack of new season replicas, clubs
seem beset with difficulties. They get away with it
because fans are loyal but it shouldn’t happen.
Before Christmas a business colleague with no
particular interest in Rugby League went to Odsal
to buy a Bradford Bulls shirt for his young nephew
who has just started playing junior football in West
Yorkshire. My colleague was appalled at the
rutted driveway at Odsal, which took him to a
poorly lit area serviced by a portakabin outside of
which was a long queue. Standing in the cold he
eventually got to the counter to be quoted £30 for
the junior shirt he required. Being in the textile
business, however, he was outraged as the shirt
was of polyester. Now | know polyester takes
printing better and retains colour longer, but for
comfort it's a long way behind cotton. Why else
do all these Premier league footballers wear
cotton T-shirts under their playing kit? Anyway he
wasn't having any of it and ended up in Bradford
buying a Kooga cotton, England Rugby Union
replica. | know not everyone would react in the
same way but remember this is the marketing arm
of the supposedly best Rugby League Club in the
world following their World Club Challenge
victory. A portakabin on a slag heap! Makes you
think doesn't it?

And so to today's Fourth Round Powergen
Challenge Cup fixtures. In the last round |
successfully forecast an East Hull victory at Swinton
but | did not see today's visitors Sharlston
defeating Dewsbury. And after saying | couldn‘t
see Castleford Panthers shocking Oldham, I'd
better be careful with today’s predictions because,
although the Panthers didn‘t pull of a shock result

they certainly put on a magnificent show of
commitment and skill. Rest assured Sharlston will
be just as determined and confident so Oldham,
who have not yet performed consistently for 80
minutes, will have to be on their guard,

Elsewhere, by the time you are reading this,
several ties will have been decided. On Friday,
Wakefield should have swamped Chorley, and on
Saturday Warrington will have accounted for
Rochdale. Castleford, whose friendly performances
and opening day defeat at Huddersfield have been
less than convincing, will have scraped a win over
U.T.C. from Perpignan and, similarly, Batley will
have edged home against Bradford Dudley Hill,
another amateur club | seriously underestimated
last time out.

In today’s fixtures Huddersfield will win by about
20 points against Pia, Doncaster will defeat
Hunslet, Hull will account for Leigh after a titanic
struggle. Featherstone will overwhelm London
Skolars, Wigan will account for Widnes and Leeds
will overwhelm Workington.

The other games are where there could be upsets.
| have confidence in Salford to win at London
Broncos (brave forecasting there) and in Oldham
to keep their heads against Sharlston. | fancy York
at Sheffield and think Halifax, despite an
unconvincing start to the season, will have enough
ability to take out Limoux.

And the big one? Bradford are too powerful for St
Helens, but what a magnificent match it should be.

Finally, the joy of Rugby League as recorded by
referee Dave Asquith, who officiated his 1000th
game last week. In charge of a game between
Blackpool and Chester last summer a woman
collared him after the game and said, “I've been
watching you for 20 years, Asquith, and you're still
bl***y crap.” Who'd be a referee?

GEOFF
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TODAY'S OPPONENTS -

SHARLSTON ROVERS ARLFC

Lee (‘Les’) Lingard. Promising young starlet who can
almost beat Grima away from raffle ticket sales but not
quite. Has recently got a new Parka coat and looks nice.

Richard (‘Tid’) Taylor. Product of the defunct Horbury
club, extremely laid back, sometimes falling asleep during
Martyn’s team talks.

Andrew (‘Geordie’) Martin. Big Sunderland fan and
closet Leeds Rhino’s supporter as well, real life Tasmanian
devil with a very short fuse and bad temper.

Dale (‘Denzil’) Ferris. Has not missed a training session
since seeing his beloved Man Utd play against Leeds in the
cup earlier in the season.

Keith (‘Brookie’) Brook. Only missed training when it
clashes with his A.A. meetings. Often seen dancing in
nightclubs around town on a Saturday night.

Gareth (‘Gaz’) Davies. Fair-haired slightly balding Bobby
Chariton look-alike, Brains is the leading try scorer at the
club with 37 tries in all competitions this season (32 scored
on the Play station).

Martyn (‘Moss’) Wood. A real class act, head and
shoulders above anyone else, which ironically is the name
of the shampoo he used to use before his hair fell out. Mr
Grumpy is a former challenge cup winner whose previous
clubs include Streethouse, Halifax, Sheffield, Keighley and
Hull K.R.

Danny (‘Grima’) Grimshaw. Another promising young
starlet, can run away from raffle and lottery ticket salesmen
faster than a speeding bullet, often seen hiding outside the
hotel doors while Johnny has finished the lottery rounds on
a Thursday.

Gordon (‘Gordy’) Long. Relishing being the fattest half
back at the club since Dean Blankley retired, still not used
to the social side of Rugby League and now prefers to drive
the team bus rather than drink on the way back from away
matches. Former West Park Bramhope Rugby Union star.

Carl (‘Elmer Fudd’) Sayer. Still can't shake off the
Lumberjack tag after his apprehension for alleged theft of
pine trees in the Scottish highlands. Former Featherstone
Rovers and Dewsbury Rams boot room boy.

Lee ('Sam’) Bettinson. Would have joined the club earlier
but unexpectedly got to the last 10 in the recent pop idol
series. Quiet lad who likes to wear his girlfriend’s pyjamas in
bed, also sneakily uses her student card to gain cheap access
to Leeds Rhino’s matches. Former Sheffield star.

Lee (‘Leroy’) Kelly. Strong running former Keighley water
boy who is not to be confused with the much bigger Lee
Kelly from the 2nd team. Another non-drinker in the side.

James (‘Wardy’) Ward. Proposed to his Fiancé recently
while on the piste (or was it pissed) Honeymoon in Las
Vegas not Blackpool please. Stag night in Dublin if possible.

Written by an anonymous Sharlston Fan

Neil (‘Shooey’) Shoesmith. Pudsey product youngster
who will surely make his mark in the game before long.
Does not involve himself in the after match parties and is
almost teetotal.

Chance (‘Ched’) Leake. Best player in the side and the
hardest (well if I'm writing this | will put what | want down.)

Andy (‘Booey’) Booth. Sick Note has been very good this
year and not spent too much time at the physio. Master
exponent of the Slug feet.

Stan (‘Stan of Yorkshire’) Smith. Mr Fix-It, every club has
one and Stan is the best in the business, whatever you want
he will get you at a knockdown price. A real 100% clubman
and genuine nice guy.

Jamie (‘Coxy’) Cox. Ginger hard running 2nd rower from
the Horbuy club. Very quiet man. Bats for both sides
(football and rugby). Potential future 2nd team captain.

Dale (‘Harry’) Potter. Former Ackworth star who is
settling in well at the club and keeps himself to himself so
no scandal here. Would be very good at the infamous P and
S drinking game if he didn't have a 5 second time delay
before answering.

Andy (‘Fat Bus Driver’)
Palmer. Strong running 2nd
row man who would like to
improve his  defensive
game, older brother of the
2nd team’s Anthony. Does
not like to speak about
his time in the SAS.

Dave (‘Cami’) Lee.
Man of mystery who
keeps disappearing
during the season.
Former  Dewsbury
protégée. Owner of a
very daft dog.

lan (‘Fudd’) Moverley. If he
were a bit quicker he would be
the best sponge man in the
business. If you are still down
when Fudd gets there you really
are injured. Still the only player
to have to pay into a ground he
was playing at.

Sharlston’s Stan Smith
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Today the Roughyeds extend a warm welcome to the players, officials
and supporters of the Sharlston Rovers club who come to Boundary Park
in the Challenge Cup after their impressive victory over Dewsbury in the
previous round. Our images are again taken from previous encounters

against opponents from the amateur game

Picture 1. This is the Roughyeds team photo taken before the first round
tie against Broughton Moor at Watersheddings on February 12th 1949.
Oldham won 30 - 0 before a crowd of 7,000.

Back Row:

H Ogden, A Tomlinson, J Sugden, | Barralcough, H Tomlinson, F Daley, J

Casey.
Front row:
W Spencer, T Leyland, E Brooks, W.G. Jones,

W Mitchell, K Ward.

Picture 2. The second image shows David Gibbons and Keith Brennan
bringing down an opponent from West Hull in the match played at Hurst
Cross on January 27th 2002. After a close opening quarter Oldham went
on to win easily 38 — 4 with the highlight a hat trick of tries from Mark
Sibson. The attendance was 1,131.

Picture 2
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LITTLE SHARLSTON
ROVERS HISTORY "

The village of Sharlston has been steeped in rugby
football for over one hundred years. Well back in 1881
results have been found when Sharlston played local
teams from Wakefield and Featherstone. In 1895 they
joined the Wakefield and District League and were
crowned "League Champions". This was the start of
many cups and trophies, which were to come the way
of Sharlston Rovers, without doubt one of the oldest
amateur clubs in existence.

Sharlston have produced a long list of talented rugby
league players. Probably the first one of note was
Frederick Goodfellow in 1895, he was the father of one
of the all time greats, Herbert Goodfellow, the
Wakefield half back who, incidentally, signed for
Oldham in 1951 making 23 appearances.

The most famous player in Sharlston's history was
Jonty Parkin, the first player to go on three consecutive
tours of Australia in 1920, 1924, and 1928. For two of
these series he was captain. Jonty registered with
Sharlston in 1909 and was then on his way to the
Hall of Fame where he proudly hangs today.

The list of Sharlston greats reads on:- Neil Fox MBE,
world record 6,220 points in a career; brothers Don Fox
and Peter Fox; three Lance Todd trophy winners - all
Sharlston lads - were Neil Fox (Wakefield Trinity), Don
Fox (Wakefield Trinity) and Carl Dooler (Featherstone
Rovers). The list reads on and on right up to the
modern era.

Sharlston are no strangers to the Challenge Cup either,
having been in the First Round proper on three
previous occasions. In the 1934/5 season Sharlston
Rovers made the long trip to Barrow and were not
disgraced although Barrow deserved their 28-3 victory.
The next occasion was in 1938/9 when Bramley visited
Sharlston and again the Rovers put on a fine show,
finally going down 23-5.

Workington Town were the next to visit Sharlston in
1945/6 where the amateurs won by 12 points to 7.
Unfortunately, that year, it was a two-leg affair and
they were to lose overall by the slimmest of margins.

As we all know the last time they were in the first
round proper (now the 3rd round) was just a couple of
weeks ago when at Featherstone's Post Office Road
ground Sharlston Rovers wrote a new chapter in Rugby
Challenge Cup history defeating Dewsbury Rams
30 - 28.

The Rovers have evidently displayed brilliant form
throughout the season lead by the gallant Martin
Wood. Martin has been like a breath of fresh air to the
club. Gordon Long and Chance Leak have also done
fantastic jobs and the team has a unique blend of
experience and youth. They have high hopes of young
stars like Danny Grimshaw, Lee Lingard, Gareth Davis
and Andy Booth, and getting to the fourth round of
the competition must surely be the highlight of their
season. There is no way however that they will see this
as the end of the road. The pride and passion and
‘never say die' attitude that goes with the club means
they will once again give it their all to bring off
another shock and there is no chance that Oldham will
take them lightly.

Sharlston’s Martin Wood

and Daniel Grimshaw goes for a try
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review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities
for local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
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Unrivalled coverage of
- - '
spanning 3 centuries!
S4B 2 ) responsibility of being club captain at the age of 22, by then a
A 2003 Rugby League Dikry seasoned campaigner!

Joe Ferguson iw » ) % ; The recently released book Kevin Sinfield, Life with Leeds’

; 5= Rhinos written by Leeds supporter Philip Gordos is a day to day
1899 to 1923 e A s | diary of the 2003 season. It’s an hero to villain affair reliving the
Gl o o = ~ | tension and ultimate glory as a result of Sinfield’s magnificent
de a - Y i = touch line conversion that forced extra time and with it the
Arguably the greateSt ever OIdhambplgyetr% JOteh m: et T B chance to forge victory against St Helens in last season’s
record 627 appearances for the club. But for the Firs ; Powergen Challenge Cup semi-final, followed by the stup|dut¥10f
i o0 700, a iR " ' : the young captain’s decision not to take a reasonably easy shot
World ‘.Nar his SppoRtancos may have crept up : 2 ] 3 h at goal to level the scores 22 - 22 late in the game against the
fantastic record ¥ e | Bullsin the final. Sinfield decided to go for glory running the ball
in the hunt for four points but Bradford’s defence held to take
f the trophy. An ill thought and unprofessional decision by Sinfield
= " E3 but there is no cover up and Gordos tells it as it was.

A I a n Dav l es ol § 4 This is a fascinating insight into the day to day running of one of
; > the sport’s top clubs and not failing to cover the imprisonment of

1950 to 1961 p ' J & . Chev Walker and Ryan Bailey.

Oldham born Kevin Sinfield was only 16 when he first broke into

g : : g the Leeds’ Rhinos first team so it was no surprise when the
KB\:::: Si::ﬁ:’!'d brilliant ex Waterhead RLFC youngster was given the

- i R > ; At £9-95 (postage free) this 138 page paper back is well worth
Of all the blg'name‘ r{la\(?fs who grgced Wat?rSheddmgs e - the money. Cheques made out to London League Publications
in the “Fabulous Fifties”, Alan Davies was king. One of o . ~ = - Ltd, PO Box 10441, London E14 OSB or via website

the greatest centres the sport has ever produced, Davies - % ™ g : : il e Ea www.lIpshop.co.uk

was the complete rugby league player - -
THE GLORY OF THEIR TIMES

hn Hough IF YOU'VE NEVER BOUGHT A RUGBY LEAGUE
Jo g BOOK BEFORE DON'T MISS THIS!
1998 to present

1 ber 2 (TO BE PUBLISHED ON THE 24TH OF APRIL)
JOhns a local lad’ made Oldham RL h|story on December 2, Fifty years before the first black footballer represented England, Jimmy

1997, when he became the new Roughyeds club’s first Cumberbatch was scoring tries for the England rugby league team, During
’
signing. With 180 appearances, he is now contracted for - 3 the 1950s Roy Francis became the first black professional coach in any

X s ) v British team sport. In 1972 Clive Sullivan lifted the World Cup for Great
2004 and |OOkII19 forward to his 7th season as a Rothyed : Britain as the first black player to captain a British national side and in 1994
Ellery Hanley became the first black coach of a major British national team
when he was appointed the Great Britain rugby league coach.

Across the decades, the Chronicle has kept its readers on the ball Awftllv match reports Featuring 16 of the game’s greatest stars, including our own Alex Givvons,
news and views from Oldham Rugby League Club — the Chronicle’s reporters and this book tells the story from the inside. It tells the story of how rugby

league opened it's doors to black sportsmen when other sports turned their
photographers have been there for every game. S P P '

From the clubs first game in 1895 to its most successful post-war season in 1956-57 Robert Gate on Johnny Freeman and Colin Dixon, Bill Lythgoe on Billy
3 line! Boston, Bev Risman on Clive Sullivan, Phil Melling on Ellery Hanley and
to the present Oldham ROUghyeds' the Chronicle has been on the touchline George Bennett, Huw Richards on Jason Robinson, Franka Phillips on Martin
. ) Offiah, Mike Rylance on ex Oldham wingman Green Vigo, David Hadfield
Make the most of your evening with Score on Monday and Roughyeds Round-up on Bak Diabira, Clive Griffiths on Phil Ford, Tony Collins on Lucius Banks and
every week during the season Wally McArthur, Trevor Gibbons on Roy Francis, Ces Thompson tells his own
story and Oldham Rugby League historian Michael Turner relates the tale
behind Alex Givvons a 19 year old Welsh scrum-half who made his Oldham
first team debut on the 21st of January 1933 and then served the club for

well over 60 years.

THIS BOOK WILL SELL OUT! RESERVE A COPY BY SENDING A CHEQUE FOR
£15-99 TO VERTICAL EDITIONS, 7, BELL BUSK, SKIPTON BD23 4DT.

" — (Michael Turner, a Trustee of the Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust
The voice of Oldham for 150 years wrote The Complete History Of Oldham Rugby League C?ub available at £19

from 158, Balfour St, Oldham, OL4 1NS) Pictured above: Alex Givvons




with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

WHERE ARE THE CROWDS?

WHILE Super League clubs were rightly celebrating
their bumper opening weekend attendances last
Sunday night, there must also be concerns at the RFL
about the decreasing numbers coming through the
gates at National League level.

While the top flight could reflect on a record
aggregate attendance for a six fixture round, with an
average of 11,583 supporters attending each game,
the story was a whole lot different in the Arriva Trains
Cup.

Of the ten ATC fixtures staged last Sunday, just four
attracted four figure crowds - at Hull KR, Leigh,
Featherstone and Hunslet.

That is a travesty to the standard of Rugby League
that players at this level are producing. The quality of
games at this level has continued to rise during the
last few years - but unfortunately, the crowds have
not.

This is not a recent, one-off problem.

In 2003, only five clubs out of the 20 in the National
Leagues had an average gate that was an increase on
the previous year. Contrast that to Super League,
where eight of the 12 clubs reported increases.

Between 2001 and 2002, only four clubs' average
attendance rose.

In the first season of summer rugby in 1996, the 11
' clubs in what was then Division One, had an overall
average crowd of 2,405.

Last season in NL1, that figure was 1,462.

The individual club averages in 1996 were: Batley
(1,358), Dewsbury (1,402), Featherstone (1,988),
Huddersfield (3,344), Hull (3,008), Keighley (4,871),
Rochdale (1,271), Salford (3,495), Wakefield (2,109),
Whitehaven (1,081) and Widnes (2,528).

What some of those clubs wouldn't do to have those
figures this season!

So what can be done to improve the situation?

Well, if the standard on the field is improving - as just
about every coach at this level will insist it is - then it
is a matter of the clubs selling that product to the
public.

Are clubs doing enough to market themselves, even
on a small scale? Is it to do with the scheduling of the
season? Can more money be put aside by the RFL to
help the clubs promote their games?

They are undoubtedly questions that need answering
if the National Leagues are to continue operating at
their current level, and hopefully progress in coming
years.

Several clubs are doing superb work in the local
communities, thanks often to the innovative Rugby
League Club Support Unit. In addition, the RFL's help
in setting up blossoming lottery schemes is reaping its
benefits in certain areas.

But clubs will continue to stand still, and in some cases
struggle badly, unless they can attract more people
through the turnstiles.

READ THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUES AND ALL LEVELS
OF THE GAME IN RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS - OUT EVERY MONDAY

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895

--.OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT ¢

AN
PROFILE

JAMES Bunyan, one of our three new
signings from Rochdale Hornets’, played
a lead role last season in the Hornets’
third-place finish in National League
Division One. He made 29 starts, plus
two appearances off the bench, for a
total of 31 matches out of a possible 32
- a record of consistency bettered only
by another of our former Spotland men,
lan Watson.

A Yorkshireman - and proud of it -
James was born in Leeds. His first
professional club was Huddersfield, for
whom he played in 1998 and 1999,
making a total of 15 Super League
appearances and scoring two tries.

Then it was on to Doncaster in 2000,
before Martin Hall, preparing a side for
his first season in coaching, 2001, took
him to Rochdale where he was to spend
the next three seasons under Hall,
Rochdale finished third in each of those
seasons — behind Leigh and Widnes in a
19-club Northern Form Premiership in
2001 (Oldham were fourth); behind
Huddersfield and Leigh in an 18-club
NFP in 2002 (Oldham were ninth); and
behind Salford and Leigh in a ten-club
National League first division in 2003
(Oldham were fifth).

For much of his time at Spotland
(Y1)

Bunyan played in the second row, whil
Matt Calland and Brendan O‘Meara
wore No 3 and No 4 for the Hornets. But
when that partnership was broken up
before the start of the 2003 season, Hall
had no hesitation in switching 26-year-
old James to the centre.

He quickly made a reputation as a
fearless defender out wide and a strong-
running attacker, who could always be
relied upon to give his opposite number
a tough time. In particular, he seemed to
like scoring tries against the Roughyeds
- little wonder, then, that when he came
out of contract and Hornets were unable
to keep hold of their 2003 players

JAMES BUNYAN




JAMES BUNYAN

because of a financial crisis, Oldham moved in to
sign him along with his Hornets team mates,
Watson and Paul Southern.

Hornets played to a pattern in which their
second-rowers get wide at every opportunity
the result being that centres Bunyan and Jon
Roper were somewhat overshadowed in the
scoring charts by Paul Smith and David Larder,
who finished with 35 tries between them: a
remarkable record for two second-row
forwards.

Smith collected 19 tries and Larder 16, while
Roper chipped in with 17 and Bunyan with seven
— 24 for the centres as against 35 for the second-
rowers.

Nevertheless, James's strong, forceful and direct
running, coupled with his ability to offload to
good support, played a huge part in a stack of
tries scored by his team mates. And how he liked
to score against Oldham teams!

He opened up with a try in the early-season
Powergen Challenge Cup win against Oldham St
Anne‘s and then added another in a 22-22 draw
with the Roughyeds at Boundary Park in the
Arriva Trains Cup.

Later in the season, in the first of the National
League first division games, he crossed twice for
Hornets, as did his fellow centre Roper, in a 33-
28 win at Boundary Park. His seventh and final
try of the season was scored against Hull
Kingston Rovers at Spotland in a memorable
play-off match in which Rovers snatched a last-
gasp try to win 30-26 in the elimination semi-
final.

It was to be his last try, and his last appearance,
for the Hornets. The Roughyeds are confident
that Rochdale’s loss will be Oldham’s gain.

‘-
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OLDHAM RLFC v SHARLSTON ROVERS




At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
~ you need to get the

Timber & Building Supplies
Scottfield Sawmills, Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250

~ E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk
Branches at: Bolton: Tel:01204 384867 Nelson: Tel:01282 613933 Sale: Tel: 0161 969 7543

*TI George Hill

Lansdown
Roofing

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be
collected or delivered

SUDDIeT Ee S

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

i

PILGRIM

N T EIIRMNATION.A L

lomlly manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide
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WHAT A GREAT TIME WE HAD LAST
WEEKEND, EVERYONE WHO WAS AT
THE “GREASE"” PARTY REALLY ENJOYED
THEMSELVES AND OF COURSE THE
“LADS” WON ON SUNDAY, SO GOING
BACK TO SCHOOL AT HALF TERM
WOULDN'T HAVE FELT AS BAD FOR
YOU ALL.

Thanks to all who contributed to the
party’s success and watch this space for
details of future events.

Of course we wish the lads good luck for
today’s game and don’t forget to let
them hear you shouting for them (Don’t
pretend you can‘t make a lot of noise.
| know from personal experience that
you can.)

player is Steve Molloy. Kieran, whose
hobbies are rugby and football goes to
St Herbert’s Primary School.

Thanks once again to our sponsors,
Saddleworth Sports, FR. Ellswood Ltd,
The Oldham Advertiser, Cartridge
World, Oldham and two new sponsors,
Warburtons Bakery and ASDA
Chadderton.

Our mascot for this afternoon is eight-
year-old Kieran Bowers whose favourite

ToDAYS MASCoT

Kieran Bowers

Age: 8
Hobbies: Rugby and Football
Favourite Player: Steve Molloy

OLDHAM RUGBY SUPPORT GROUP

Oldham Rugby Support Group, formerly the Elite Club, is the new name of the official supporters,
organisation of Oldham R.L.F.C. Membership is excellent value at £15 per annum — benefits include
discounts on season tickets, club merchandise and club travel.

INTERESTED? FOR DETAILS TELEPHONE THE ORLFC OFFICE ON 0161 628 3677

Within the already established group we have active members who are proud to work on behalf of the club
on match days and at other club events. We also arrange fund raising activities at the Social Club, and
have a close link with the Roughyed Kids for whom we have become their “Co" in helping to organise
themed family party nights. Members and non-members are welcome to all events.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: - Race Night 11 March
Quiz Night 25 March

DON’T MISS OUT - COME AND JOIN US

NOW

playing
even MOre
MusC

the ;
revolution

We bake our breads FRESH every day.

We slice our salads FRESH every day.

24 High Street
Oldham.

Made FRESH before your very eyes.

A FRESH alternative to pre-made
burgers.

Tel: 0161 678 2929

Official supplier to the players. Fax: 0161 678 2999




MAKE AN IMPACT!

Call into Oldham, Failsworth
or Shaw Jobcentres

A wide selection of jobs - full and part time
Information on trainign opportunities
Local and National Jobsearches

Help with Jobsearch skills

Additional help for Single Parents

Advice on Working Families’ Tax Credit

Extra help for people with health problems

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am to 5.00pm

£600 buys your team
a set of 17 playing kits

Call Mike Humble

for details on
07736 683 827

L

KUKRI

Who Wears Wins

www.kukrisports.com

ONSERVATORIES WINDOWS & DOORS

Tel: 01706 880887

Showsite & Office:
Booth's Gardern Centre,
Turf Lane, Royton
Oldham OL2 6JH

Job Centre.)

Part of the Jobcantre Plus network
Department for work and Pensions

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

ON THIS DA

DON YATES LOOKS BACK TO FEBRUARY 29TH YESTERYEAR

This afternoon Sharlston Rovers pay their first
visit to Boundary Park. It is not the first time that
their inspiring loose-forward Martin. Wood has
appeared at this venue, nor is it the first time
that a team from the Calder region has travelled
over to Oldham for a Challenge Cup-tie. On
Sunday 29th February 1964 Oldham entertained
Featherstone Rovers before a Watersheddings
crowd of over 12,000 during that amazing 1964
Challenge Cup campaign. It was for a second
round tie which Oldham won 9-7 with a try from
hooker Len Mcintyre and three goals from
skipper Frank Dyson. Arnie Morgan scored the
Featherstone try and Malcolm Dixon landed two
goals but the tie was probably decided before
kick-off when goal-kicking loose-forward Don
Fox, a Sharlston product, was ruled out. He was
Featherstone’s top point scorer that season with
twelve tries and 129 goals so his absence
severely hampered Rovers’ chance of victory
that day. Oldham went on to reach the
semi-finals that year in an unprecedented
tournament which, remarkably, produced nine
draws and that heart breaking abandoned semi-
final when Oldham led Hull Kingston Rovers in
extra time but still failed to reach Wembley.

Another epic Watersheddings cup-tie took place
on Thursday 29th February 1968. It was a
replayed second round tie between Oldham and
Bradford Northern who had drawn 7-7 at Odsal
the previous Saturday. The match was a tough,
sometimes brutal, confrontation between
forwards such as Oldham’s Tug Wilson, Geoff
Fletcher and Charlie McCourt who were up
against Ken Roberts, Tony Fisher and two
players who were later to wear the red & white
of Oldham, Terry Ramshaw and Terry Clawson.
However, it was another brilliant forward, 20-
years old Bob Irving, who played a decisive role
in Oldham’s 12-2 victory. He scored both the
Roughyeds’ tries whilst another Huddersfield
born player, full-back Brian Curry, landed three
goals.

It was on this day in 1896, Saturday 29th
February, that the very first County
Championship was decided when Yorkshire
met Lancashire at Fartown, Huddersfield,
The Tykes were favourites after
defeating Lancashire at

—_

Watersheddings the previous December. The
Red Rose triumphed, however, with Lancashire
winning 8-3. Three Oldham players were
included in the Lancashire line-up with centre
Sam Lees scoring a try and goal. The other two
Oldham players involved were forwards
Emanuel Bonser and Bob Edwards. Edwards
was, in fact, from Durham but qualified to play
for Lancashire under the residential rule. Lees
and Bonser were both Oldham lads, Lees was
from Lees and Bonser from Greenacres.

There was just one Oldham player involved in
the European Championship clash which was
staged on the old Craven Park ground, Hull on
Friday 29th February 1980. That player was the
versatile Bill Francis, a Featherstone lad, who
played at centre for Wales against England. The
match ended in a 26-9 victory for the English
who went on to win the Championship whilst
Wales finished up with the wooden spoon. A
crowd of 7,557 saw England score four tries
through prop-forwards. Roy Holdstock (Hull
Kingston Rovers) and Keith Rayne (Wakefield
Trinity), centre John Joyner (Castleford) and full-
back George Fairbairn (Wigan), who incidentally |
is a Scot. Fairbairn also landed six goals and
loose-forward Harry
Pinner (St.Helens) R
dropped two ,
goals. Brian Juliff, £

the Wakefield ‘{

Trinity winger,

scored the Welsh
try.  and  Hull
stand-off  Paul
Woods = landed
three goals.




ON THE SOCIAL FROINT

ENJOY THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
% SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS % ANNIVERSARIES % WEDDINGS
% RETIREMENTS % CLUB FUND RAISING DINNERS

Let the club deal with all the organising details.

Contact David Bradshaw on 0161 628 3677

INDOOR TEAM BOWLING - EVERY TUESDAY
GAMES NIGHT SNOOKER - EVERY THURSDAY
BINGO - FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT - SEE NOTICE BOARD
LADIES DARTS - EVERY MONDAY

All enquiries to John Mitchell on 0161 627 2128

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE SOCIAL CLUB
Alfred Street, Werneth, Oldham

Tel: 0161 627 2128

A great place ( ) Maximise your
to learn potential
OLDHAM

m = i
BUSINESS Oldham Business Management School offers

THI
OLDHAM With a wide range of courses to 5 :
COLLEGI choose from, you could improve @ MANAGEMENT  Higher Education at Undergraduate, Degree,
your job prospects, aim for SCHOOL Higher National, NVQ and Professional
higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER Programmes levels. We take pride in offering
learning a new skill. B

courses that turn ambitions into successful
careers quickly, professionally and affordably.

For further information call 0161 615 5050

www.oldham.ac.uk

For course enquiries and prospectus requests call
Freephone 0800 269 480

Commynity

=

W R-1G L EY
CLAYDON

SOLITCITORS gince 1795

John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace. Oldham and Lancashire rughy player, early
! poneer of both Oldham Rughy Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whitticker and Ogden
e forerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Clavdon g

29/383 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
FAX 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 624 6811

SPECIAL OFFER..SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

www.ijustgotbetter.com

come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert ot reception to claim your free day pass at Better Heaith Club, One a

dvert per person




Roge Halstea(!'s Greatest Oldham XIlii

1964 - 2004)

In this months issue of Rugby League World it was the turn of our own Roger Halstead to be
challenged to come up with his selection for the “Immortals” feature.

And having spent the last 40 years covering the affairs of the Roughyeds for the Chron’ who better
to tackle the job of naming a great Oldham Xlll, 1964 — 2004?

Roger’s baptism was to report the first of the three Challenge Cup semi-final clashes against the
Robins in 1964 and approaching 2,000 first team matches later Roger’s choice is:

Fullback
Wing
Centre
Centre
Wing
Stand-off
Scrum-half
Prop
Hooker
Prop
Second Row
Second Row
Loose Forward

Martin Murphy
Mike Elliott
Phil Larder

Des Foy
Norman Hodgkinson
Cliff Hill

Mike Ford

Ken Wilson
Paul Taylor
Frank Foster
Bob Irving
Andy Goodway
Terry Flanagan

To get the low down on why, buy February’s edition of Rugby League World from your newsagent.
Thought provoking? --- What's your Oldham Immortal XIlI? (Remember you can only pick from

those players you have seen playing).
BW

Send your suggested 13, including the period you watched Oldham Rugby, to Nigel Marland at the club offices,

Waterloo St., and he will print some of the most interesting in a future programme.”

Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD « GREENFIELD
OLDHAM + OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor

Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

GUMSHIELDS ARMGUARp
STICK MITTS HELmers
i CKING TEES PRO rch;w; VESTS
UGBY BALS TACKLE pag
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD copg

OLDHAM’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

Oldham Labour Party

continuing its support for

OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES

Michael Meacher MP
Oldham West & Royton

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779

David Heyes MP
Ashton-U-Lyne

Suite 4 St Michaels Court
St Michaels Sq
Ashton-under-Lyne
Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 331 9307

Phil Woolas MP
Oldham East & Saddleworth

&

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 624 4248

Lord Chambers / /

11 Church Street 7/
Oidham OL1 3AN ./

0161 628 8346

Coun. David Jones
Leader Oldham Labour Group




By Danny
Lockwood

Publisher
League Weekly

1,000 not out -
David Asquith

AS | write this, a mouth-watering few minutes before kick off for Super
League IX, Bulls and Warriors, Saints and whatever Airlie Birds pass for
these days, are putting on their game faces and, like fighting men of
yore, are preparing to put their bodies on the line before masses of
baying onlookers. Some miles further north, around York; it is
likely that David Asquith will be dabbing a spot of dubbin on his
trusty boots, and girding his loins for the 1,000th time before
putting his parentage, eyesight, sanity and creaking knees on
the line before the assorted fans of Batley Boys and
Huddersfield Sharks. One thousand games behind a whistle.
The man deserves either a medal or a psychiatric check-up.
Probably both — and a complimentary DIY medieval rack to
assemble in the garage, so that when he finally calls it a day,
someone close can come and give the thumbscrews a turn,
administer 50 lashes, or maybe stub out a few Woodbine tabs on
his bare chest. Well, it's just not normal, is it?

By the time you read this, several things are certain. Stevo will have bet his house and pool on a video decision
and will already be facing spending 27 rounds of Super League IX on Eddie’s sofa. The League Weekly will have
received its first letter stating categorically that Ganson/Smith/Kirkpatrick/UncleTomCobleyAndAll is truly the
devil’s spawn, and should never be allowed in a rugby league ground again, not even if they pay.

For the sake of the love of the sport however, David Asquith will have given it his best, enabled 30-odd blokes to
enjoy 80 minutes of The Greatest Game, and headed off to the bar with them in the hope — and it’s

sometimes little more than that — that someone will have appreciated the ref’s input to the proceedings
sufficiently to have a polite natter while he chews on his egg mayonnaise butty and sips a lager shandy.

Talking to David about his exceptional career, | asked him about the highlights. His first game was almost exactly
25 years ago — on March the 3rd, 1979 in the Pennine League. It transpires David was the first video ref to
officiate in an Ashes test at Wembley. He even remembers that he was first called on to adjudicate a Jason
Robinson offside decision — and allowed it. He was also the video ref at the first Old Trafford grand final in 1998,
and indeed at Wembley for the Challenge Cup, when London played Leeds. Before that, as an amateur referee,
he recalled that he took his first ‘big’ game, the Yorkshire Cup Final at Odsal, in 1985/86.

“Dudley Hill versus Mysons,” | said to him. “You were there, were you?” he asked. “Oh, you could say | was
there,” | grinned malevolently, adding, “Shame there wasn't a video ref that day, David.” “Why's that?” he asked
innocently. He'd walked straight into it, like a sidestepping winger into a prop’s trailing arm. “Because David, you
disallowed three tries that | scored in that match. And | have seen the video!”

Blooming refs — it’s a good job we won the game anyway. But hats off to a fantastic feat from a 100% RL man ...
and every single one of those willing to put up with the earache so the rest of us can have a sport to watch.

Every Monday. Featuring Ray French, Dave ‘Nosey’

Parker, Denis Betts, Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford, Phil
Hodgson’s inside line on the amateur game. Full national

& international coverage. Full colour. Full on! |

LEAGUE

WEEKLY

| LTS
Landsowne Road
Chadderton
- | Oldham
| OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS

' ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

l— —— —

Supporting Oldbam R.L.EC in Oldbham & Tameside

Jfor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

Hyde - Stepben Howard............................ 0161 - 366 6535
Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161 - 339 6140
Failsworth - Peter Scholes ........................ 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
H Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584




OLDHAM R.L.FC

Roudhyeds

LAST FRIDAY WE PAID OUT £10,000 IN THE CLUB CASH

LOTTERY TO ONE LUCKY WINNER

B 5 ke el TIRSC PR SRR RG0S

TODAY WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT ANOTHER
£10,000 WILL BE DONATED TO THE 2004 LOTTERY

JOIN NOW!
£1 TO WIN

OLDHAM RLFC

THE TOWNS No1

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

s DON’T MISS OUT BE INIT TQ WIN
For further lnformation fcontact David Bradshaw

ﬁbTOMATlC

GEavouR:

~ REGISTERED m '.;‘dmmj >HAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

runners—up pnzes £10 x 5- EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

NO NEED

TO CLAIM

-
”

-
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POWERGEN

Power in young hands

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament. the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16,000 young
players from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this
energising sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup

. we're giving our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

For more information on the Powergen Champion
Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.

I Powergen | Power in good hands




Fixtures

DATE OPPONENTS cup VENUE | K. O. |RESULT | W/L
01/02/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Home |15.00| 64-14 | W
06/02/04 | Castleford Panthers |powergencc/ Home |19.30| 16-8 | W
15/02/04 | Leigh Centurions AT Cup | Away |1500] 51-32 | L
22/02/04 | Swinton Lions ATCup | Away |15.00| 18-30 |W
29/02/04 | Sharlston Rovers  |powergen cC
07/03/04 | Leigh Centurions | AT Cup | Home |15.00
14/03/04 | Powergen CC RS Powergen CC
21/03/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Away |15.00
28/03/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
Quarter Finals cC
28/03/04 | Rochdale Hornets | AT Cup | Home |15.00
04/04/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Home |15.00
09/04/04 | Rochdale Hornets AT Cup | Away |19.30
12/04/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL 1 Home | 15.00
18/04/04 | Powergen CC Powergen
Semi Final 1 CC
18/04/04 | Halifax NL1 Away | 15.00
25/04/04 | Powergen Powergen
CC Semi Final 2 CC
25/04/04 | AT Cup Play-offs AT Cup
02/05/04 | Leigh Centurions NL1 Home | 15.00
09/05/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 Away | 15.00
15/05/04 | Powergen CC Final  |[Powergen CC
23/05/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL 1 Home |15.00
30/05/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL 1 Home |15.00
06/06/04 | AT Cup Quarter Finals| AT Cup
13/06/04 | Keighley Cougars NL1 Away | 15.00
20/06/04 | Whitehaven NL 1 Home | 15.00
27/06/04 | AT Cup Semi Finals | AT Cup
04/07/04 | Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away | 15.00
11/07/04 | Halifax NL 1 Home | 15.00
18/07/04 | At Cup Final AT Cup
25/07/04 | Leigh Centurions NL1 Away |15.00
01/08/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL 1 Home | 15.00
08/08/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL1 Away |15.00
15/08/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away |15.00
22/08/04 | Keighley Cougars NL 1 Home | 15.00
29/08/04 | Whitehaven NL1 Away |15.00
05/09/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away |15.00
12/09/04 | Doncaster Dragons | NL 1 Home | 15.00
19/09/04 |NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NL1
26/09/04 | NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NL1
03/10/04 [NL 1 &2 Play-offs NL1
10/10/04 [NL 1 &2 Grand Finals|  NL1
17/10/04 [ NL 1 & 2 Prom/Releg. NL1
Play-offs
Key

AT Cup - Arriva Trains Cup
Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1

Sponsors

ALL TYPES OF
MATCHDAY
SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

Match Sponsor
(Parties of 20)

Team Sponsor
(Parties of 10)

Man of the Match Sponsor
(Parties of 4)

Match Ball Sponsor
(For two people)

or simply book a table for the
pre-match lunch.

Give Dave a ring
at the club on

0161 628 3677

Oldham RLFC fully support the Let’s tackle
Racism in Rugby League campaign and
welcomes all players and spectators
irrespective if their ethnic or racial origins.
Racism has no place in our game and racist
chants are totally unacceptable.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

.

You won't want
to put it down.
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Oldham RLFC

-
OWERGEN
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ugby League

HARLSTON
obHAM {3 ROVESRg

Gavin Dodd Richard Taylor
Will Cowell Lee Lingard

EENNTTTTTY o ETTTTE— Power in young hands

7

m

Jon Goddard Keith Brook
Dale Potter
Martyn Wood
Danny Grimshaw
Andy Booth
Lee Bettinson
Lee Kelly '
Chance Leake
James Ward
Lee Marsh Stan Smith
Gareth Barber Gordon Long A
Neil Roden Jamie Cox
Paul Southern Carl Sayer 7
Martin McLoughlin 17 Neil Shoesmith

Nick Johnson
Simon Svabic
lan Watson
Steve Molloy
Keith Brennan

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament. the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16.000 young
players from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this
energising sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup
we re giving our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

o

Dane Morgan
Lee Doran
lain Marsh

For more information on the Powergen Champion
Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.

i

Match Officials:

REFEREE: J Leahy
TOUCH JUDGES: S Taylor & G Hodgson
RESERVE REFEREE: Geoff Berry

Powergen | Power in good hands
Designed & produced by Siren Creative Ltd 0113 245 6607
s &




BOUNDARY PARK - QUESTIONNAIRE
FOR DISABLED SUPPORTERS

Both Oldham Athletic and their Disabled Supporters Association in partnership with
Oldham Roughyeds are currently working together in identifying possible
improvements to the disabled facilities at Boundary Park. We are keen to obtain your
views therefore we would be grateful if you would complete this questionnaire by
circling the appropriate response.

e What do you think of the car park facilities available ?

None Very Poor No Opinion Good Very Excellent
Existent Poor Good

e How easy do you find entry to the ground ?

Impossible Very Difficult No Opinion Easy Very Never Go
without Difficult Easy
Assistant

e How easy is it to access the refreshments facilities ?

Impossible Very Difficult No Opinion Easy Very Don’t Try
without Difficult Easy
Assistant

e How easy is it to get to your viewing position on the seating

terrace ?
Impossible Very Difficult No Opinion Easy Very Don’t Try
without Difficult Easy
Assistant g

e What do you think of the view from this point ?

Inadequate Very Poor No Opinion Good Very Excellent
Poor Good
Which Stands have you

Expericnce of using ?

e What do you think of the available toilet facilities ?

None Very Poor No Opinion Good Very Excellent
Existent Poor Good



e Suggestions for Improvements ?

Please be assured that you can be constructively candid, as the responses
will be handled in completed confidence.

Whilst in no way compulsory, it would be helpful were you to offer some
mdication as to the nature of your disability by circling the appropriate
statement below:-

Reduced Mobility — Use of walking aids
Reduced Mobility — Wheelchair User
Sensory Impairment (s)

Learning Difficulties

Respiratory Complaint

Dexterity Problems

Other

I WOULD STRESS THET THIS IS PURELY VOLUNTARY
Clearly we have no desire to jeopardise your anonymity, however should

you wish us to respond to specific personal needs/problems, we will need
your contact details.

Name:

Address:

Tel No:

Thank you i anticipation of your co-operation.




