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Batley R.L.F.C.
Challenge Family Stand
Heritage Road
Mount Pleasant
Batley WF17 7TNZ
Tel/ Fax: 01924 470062
Mobile: 07808 100371
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K. Nicholas (Chairman)
A. Winner (Co. Secretary)
R. Earnshaw (Chief Executive)
1. Miller

Major Sponsor
“Development™
Dave Heaton

Head Coach:

Paul Storey

Assistant Coach:
Gary Thornton

Club Doctor:

Physiotherapists:
Gordon Gray Cowan M.C.PS.
Gordon Lofthouse
Stephen Hyde
Timekeeper:

Bill Blunden
Stadium Manager:
Jim Morley

Club Records/ [
Programme Compiler:
L. Grailey
Club Statistician:
D. Smith
Website Manager:
John Miller

Welcome to our friends from
Oldham for yet another tough
encounter in prospect. We are
both desperate to win, but we
more than Oldham need the
points.

What a disappointment
last week after a start where |

thought we played some of

our best rugby of the season,
to then collapse as we did
before half time was pretty
poor. We seem Lo forget at the
moment that a game lasts 80
minutes but it’s worse when
we show what we can do. and
then stop doing it. It is make
or break time now as we
come to the halfway mark in
the season we have to stop
under performing and get out
of the relegation zone
QUICK. I can understand the
frustration amongst the
supporters, but as I have said
before I have no time for
anonymous people having a
go at the club whether it be at
players, coaches or the board.

At Batley the coaches and
the board are all Batley
people who just want us to
succeed and we will try our
best. The coach picks the
team and the board picks the
coach so the board has
ultimate responsibility.

All T ask is no abuse to
anyone and if you think the
board are not up to it then 1
for one will listen to anyone
wanting to take over but make
sure there is a replacement
first. Alternatively just trust
everyone at the club to keep

on trying to get things right,
get behind the team and coach
and let’s stick together. We
will get there in the end.

Great news today with all
the new seats in the heritage
stand and the new classroom
more or less completed. We
are waiting for Ikea to install
the flooring and furnishings
but things are looking good
and hopefully it will be used
today. On the long stand front
I have contacted sport
England to try to commence
the stand without full funding
which if agreed will mean we
will start building at the top
but without further funding it
will end part way down. This
is better than losing the grant
altogether and I hope to have
news within a month to start
building work in September if
approved. If it’s not approved
it will not happen. which is a
shame.

[ hope everyone enjoys
the game today and stays
afterwards for our party with
the rock band Valhalla.
Thanks to Simon at the White
Hart for all his help and we
hope to raise money for the
club and enjoy ourselves. It is
£3 entrance to pay for the
band but those at the game
obviously get in free but we
will have a bucket collection
as we have a new boiler to
pay for.

CHEERS
KEVIN



What can one say when one is striving to find the right formula? For the
first half hour at Featherstone we performed to the game plans. One
Featherstone try that should have been stopped, and to go in at half time 10-
20 was very disappointing. I believe when a side goes 10 points up, it
should settle down and eventually win most games.

There is no doubt about it, I am always searching to strengthen the squad
and I am determined to get back on the right path. Hopefully, we will have
signed Danny Thomas from Leeds and he will add something to the back
division.

National League One is a tough division, when you consider we’ve already
_played the top 4 in Salford, Leigh, Rochdale and Whitehaven. We now play

Oldham, Dewsbury and Doncaster. We need to grab some points as we pass -

the half way mark. I have confidence in the team to claw their way back
into a better league position.

There is one thing for sure; it will not be for the lack of effort on my part or
the team’s part.

Enjoy the Game

Stoz
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ALL OCCASIONS

EXECUTIVE
COACHES

PRIVATE HIRE/
CONTRACT HIRE

ENGLISH &
CONTINENTAL
HOLIDAYS

DAY EXCURSIONS

The Coach Garage
Challenge Way
Grange Road, $oothill,
Batley WF17 6LP
01924 445544

OFFICIAL COACH
SUPPLIER TO

BATLEY BULLDOGS RLFC

'jl ﬁ Mandarin ﬁversedge |

Cantonese Restaurant
Superﬁ Cantonese Cuisine

fully licensed

AIR CONIIONED

PAREY BOOKINGS Welcome
[RYSAL night dIsco

PARK VIEW, aLIfax Road
TEl: 01924 404361 / 01924 411388
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Weliington Street, Batley
01924 500200
A warm Welcome from hosts

James and Deborah

Food served daily
Monday — Friday: 8.30 — 2pm
Sunday: 9.30 — 3pm
Friday night is Steak night 7 — 9pm
Why not have your Sunday lunch before the match?
Two courses £3.75

Big Screen TV showing all rughy matches and sporting
occasions




“Vice Presidents”

Colin Backhouse Mark Backhouse Geoff Bairstow
Janet Bairstow Terry Bairstow Tracy Bairstow
Jim Bell Bill Blunden Colin Bottomley
Mark Bottomley Fred Crossley Barbara Crossley
Gary Coyle Stephen Grailey Gwen Grailey
Chris Hagger Jim Hemmingway Jayne Heywood
Richard lllingworth Mavis Kerr Jane McCabe
Michael McCabe Jim McVeigh Catherine McVeigh
David Maxey Chris Morgan Jamie Pollard
Terry Overend Paul Regan Mike Rush

Susan Rush Arthur Thewlis Mrs. M Thewlis
Bert Wales Iris Wales Brian Wells

Davis Wells Kevin White Kenneth Whiteley
Gwen Whiteley Mike Wood MP John Browell
Hazel Browell Helen Powell Lee Birmingham
Peter Birmingham Clive Parker Pauline Nicholson
Robert Nicholson Paul Harrington Kevin White

Len Goodwin Yvonne Blunden

You are invited to join our distinguished list of Vice Presidents.
For further information speak to Ron Earnshaw on 01924 470062 / 470704
or see him in the Boardroom office.

127 Upper Commercial Street, Batley. W.Yorks

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
NO CALL OUT FEE ON ALL HOME REPAIRS
Sale & Repair of all Domestic Appliances

washers (New & Re-conditioned) Vac's
,Eri'g@'s Telephone : O1924 477335 lrons
ges Mobile : O7940 434995 Microwaves

WE OPERATE A NO FIX NO FEE POLICY

'-1-)-) BPB Recycling
United Kingdom
BPB Recycling
United Kingdom

Pennine View Ind. Estate
Gelderd Road

FOR ALL YOUR
APER RECYCLING LSl N: Y
NEEDS. ~ West Yorkshire WF17 9LE

Tel: +44 (0) 1924 420977
Fax: +44 (0) 1924 443854

Quarry Inn

Stainecliffe

Good Beer and Good Company
Good Food ‘
Lunches 12-2.30pm Mon ~ Fri

Sunday 12-5pm
Steak Nights: Thurs + Sat 7-10pm
Monday: Darts +Doms
\Tuesday: Pool
Thursday: Quiz + Bingo
Outside catering a speciality
01924 402703
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By Club Historian & Programme Editor - Laurie Grailey.

The Rochdale game proved to be a major disappointment to all - A must win home game
that sadly went totally wrong. Basic mistakes proved to be our undoing.

The following week and our Arriva Trains Cup Semi Final tie at Salford City Reds ended
our involvement in the tournament as we were predictably outplayed by the Division’s top
team. A sound start degenerated into a one sided contest as Salford moved into the final
against Leigh Centurians.

The serious business is now really underway and last week saw us make the short journey
to the Lionheart Stadium for the local derby with Featherstone Rovers, another must win
game which started off in tremendous fashion as we held a 10 - 0 lead, however, we let
Rovers back in the game and eventually they took control and another 2 points went
begging.

This emphasises the importance of today’s game and the derby at Dewsbury next week - 2
games that we dare not lose otherwise things will be bleak in the extreme. So come on lads
- wins are long overdue.

Moving on and the current stats position for 2002 - 03 Season stands as follows;

Goal Kicking - Barry Eaton has landed 83 goals from 111 attempts which provides a 75%
success rate. Craig Booth missed with his only attempt at goal.

Try scoring - Leading try scorer is Craig Lingard with 16 followed by Mark Sibson, Mark
Toohey and Chris Spurr who all stand on 8.

Points scoring - Barry Eaton is currently the outright leader with 174 points.

Consecutive appearances - The longest run of consecutive appearances is held by Paul
Harrison who has featured in the last 42 matches. Ryan Horsley stands in second place on 32.

Consecutive games scored in - To date Barry Eaton has played and scored in all twenty
two games this season. Incidentally following the Featherstone Rovers match, Barry
remains the only player in professional Rugby League this season to have played and
scored in every one of his team’s competitive games - Well done Barry !

The only other player to feature in all 22 competitive games is Ryan Horsley.

Penalty count - The season total stands at 185 to Batley and 164 to our combined

opponents. The penalty count in the Rochdale game was 6 - 3 in our favour. At Salford it

ended 4 - 14 against and the Featherstone game yielded 4 to us and 5 to Rovers. N
-

he Dogs Out

Laurie
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In Town Today

Oldham Roughyeds

by Laurie Grailey

A comprehensive report of the history between the 2 clubs, players who have played for

both clubs, the most recent meeting between the teams and facts about the town of Oldham
itself.

History - To date Batley have played Oldham 86 times. Batley have won 31 of these games
and Oldham have won 45. In addition 10 games have ended in a draw. In total Batley have
scored 840 points and Oldham have scored 1,203 points.

Appeared for both clubs - Several players have appeared for both clubs over the years
here are some of them:;

Backs: Probably the most famous being former Batley ‘great’, John Etty. Others include
current Bulldogs, Anthony Gibbons, David Gibbons and Mark Sibson. In addition ex
Doncaster scrum half Mick McCone, centre, Mick Parrish and wingman, Hugh Gumbs,

Forwards: Props, Jason Clegg, and former Batley club captain Gary Lord, hooker John
Clarke, second row forward Craig Richards, former New Zealand International, Mike Kuiti
and current Bulldog, Joe Naidole. Current Oldham coach, Steve Molloy, strangely enough
represented both clubs as a player during season 2001 - 02. ) o i

Last encounter - Was on 29.9.2002 in the Northern Ford Premiership Minor Elimination
Semi Final at Mount Pleasant. 2,838 spectators saw an epic struggle on a glorious day
which Batley edged 26 -16 having led 18 - 8 at halftime. Dean Lawford landed 6 goals
(including 2 drop goals) and tries were added by Craig Lingard, David Rourke, Glen
Tomlinson and Paul Harrison.

Facts about the town of Oldham - Oldham is recognised as the greatest cotton spinning
town in the world. In the centre of the town is Alexandra Park which was built in 1865. It
lies in 72 acres of woodland and incorporates a boating lake and a pagoda which was built
as a meteorological observatory in 1899.

The area of Tommyfield used to be famous in years gone by for holding fairs, sideshows
and circuses. In the present day it is home to an outdoor permanent market - one of the
largest in the North of England. In 1999 Oldham celebrated 150 years of municipal status
and democratic heritages. )

Famous people who were born and bred in Oldham include; Eric Sykes, Dora Bryan,
Bernard Cribbins, Cannon & Ball, Sid Little, Philip Schofield, Anne Kirkbride plus the
town was also home to the world’s first test tube baby - Louise Brown.

Oldham Roughyeds
Player Profiles 2003

Paul Anderson
Paul signed from Leigh Centurions for the beginning of
the 2 season. His preferred position is centre three-
quarter but is not at a loss in the second row. A burly
build enables him to make a try out of sheer strength.
Was L s leading try scorer the season before last,
and is well known for his blockbusting runs. His
previous clubs include St Helens and Sheffield Eagles.
Gareth Barber

21-year-old Oldham born Halfback who was
reared on rugby with his best pal, Leeds and Great
Britain forward Kevin Sinfield. When Sinfield signed
for the Rhinos, Barber signed for Warrington, but
returned “home” to Oldham before the start of the
2000/2001 season. A promising young player who
made the stand off position his own last season, was
selected for the NFP under 21 squad who beat the
Super League under 21's in 2001.
Gavin Dodd
The former Royton Tigers youngster, who later had a
spell with Bradford Bulls academy team. has new
people to do battle with for the number 1 shirt this
season after thé departure of Mark Sibson. Fast on
the break, yet unpredictable at times. Dodd scored
some good tries for the team last season and made the
full back position his own forcing Sibson out to a
wing berth. Dodd represented Great Britain students
in Australia and New Zealand two years ago, and was
selected in the GB under 21 squad last season.
Lee Doran
Another young player in whom Oldham have a lot of
confidence. A Wiganer, Lee has worked his way
through the Oldham academy and alliance sides and is
now pmlmhl) one of the first names on the first team
sheet each week. Good pace and robust defence give
him all the assets required to make a top class second
row forward showed up well in the NFP under 21’s, in
2001, One of five Oldham players in the squad.
Phil Farrell
Phil starting his fourth season at Oldham has just
been appointed as club captain. Played a lot of his

/ with Oldham at second row but it looks like he

will fit into the loose forward role this season, a
position his older brother Andy fills for Wigan. One
of the youngest captains in the league he will not be
phased by the responsibility.
Jon Goddard

»d 20, Goddard came to Oldham on loan in the
2002 season on the high recommendation of Graham
Steadman, Castleford boss. Goddard was reared in
Castleford youth and schools rugby before going to
The Jungle to play for the academy side. During his
two seasons in their Alliance team he has played
three times in Super Le . against W ikefield at
home two seasons before last and against Bradford
and London. both away, in 2001. He has recently
signed a contract that will keep him with the
Roughyeds for the 2003 season. Although a young

novice when first thrown into the first team he has
developed well and made the transission from a full
back to a very competant centre.
John Houg
The first player to sign for his hometown club when
the new Roughyeds were formed by Chris Hamilton
and his fellow directors in the autumn of 1997. He
has just signed a new contract to take him to the end
of the 2004 season. On his day one of the best
hookers in the NFP a danger to any defence form
acting half back. At the end of the 2002 season John
had made 152 appearances for Oldham, 37 of them in
the 2002 season. Last year saw him cross the
whitewash on ten occasions second only to Lee
Doran in the forward try scoring charts.
Iain Marsh
lain is a 22 -old goal kicking centre or winger
signed from Barrow Border Raiders. lain a St Helens
lad played for Salford for Syears including some
Super League appearances. Then went to St Helens
the season before last. He was Cameron Bells first
signing for Barrow last season, and mainly played as
a centre alongside kiwi Cliff Beverley, and scored 12
tries in 32 appearances. A solid defender and very
strong finisher. He is the biggest outside back we
have had at Oldham for quite some time and
continues the policy of adding size strength and a
mean streak to the side from last season.
Steve Molloy
The experienced 33 year old Steve Molloy, ex
England captain. Molloy who signed for his second
spell at Oldham from Batley Bulldogs was the
obvious choice as player coach when the previous
coach left mid season. A front row forward who has
also played for Featherstone, Sheffield, Warrington,
Huddersfield and Leeds, Molloy is from Oldham and
indeed had a loan spell with us at the end of the 2000
season and made a big contribution to our excellent
end of season run.
Martin McGloughlin
Martin fits the Oldham ethos of big front row men, he
can also play second row. Signed from Barrow at the
end of the 2002 season, during the year with the
Cumbrian club he twice managed to get his name
into the NFP form team of the month.
Chris Morley
Chris is the older brother of Great Britain’s Adrian.
Like his brother Chris is a no nonsense second row
forward. He was signed from Leigh Centurions to start
the Roughyeds 2003 campaign. Chris has the size and
mean streak to stiffen up the Oldham back row.
Neil Roden
Signed from his own town club Wigan, the son of
Wigan’s chief scout now has the scrum half jersey to
[, after winning the accolade of Players Player
of the Year in 2002. He has shown improvement in
the three seasons with the Roughyeds and is one of
the best scrum-halfs outside Super League.




Batley Bulldogs
Study Centre

. Helping local underachieving children
improve their English and Maths skills
using exciting computer programmes

° After school classes in a stimulating,
inspiring environment overlooking the
pitch

. Rewarding success with unique prizes
only awilable at the Study Centre

° Improving school results and
enhancing confidence and
self-esteem

To be a mentor/volunteer/sponsor,
please ring 423524 for further details

ﬁ Kirkless %2

BATLEY
BULLDOGS
SHIRTS 2003

Home and away
available from the
club

£37.99

Available in all sizes.
01924 470062

Baseball caps £3.50
Soft Toy Bulldogs
Large £10
Small £6
Match video’s £9.99

BATLEY BULLDOGS STUDY CENTRE UPDATE
It is the start of another term and things are still moving
forward for the Study Centre. However, our two schools
this term, Staincliffe and Leeside are being very patient, as
we have had to postpone the date in which their “Playing
for Success™ sessions start until the classroom is nearer
completion. It is understandable though, that Ikea will not
start any design until the building works are complete, for
the health and safety of their employees. Their input will
be the final phase of the works.

We will be running 2 sessions each evening, once the
classroom is complete, starting with year 5 and year 6
from the schools above. This will give us the space to run
sessions simultaneously. Until then we will run one
session per night, so the children will be attending once a
week before half term and hopefully twice a week after.

We have just been to Hinckley for our Playing for
Success national conference. Here we tried hard to put
Batley Bulldogs on the map at every opportunity. Jeanette
interviewed Ron in front of a huge audience of other
Centre managers, sports club personnel and education
people. We also ran a workshop, which explained even
though we are a small club compared to the football’s
Premiership teams who are involved; we can still provide
the goods just as well. We hope this helped new Centre
Managers from other small clubs not to be daunted by the
likes of the fashionable clubs of the moment. The children
are the most important thing in Playing for Success, and
they love coming to the Centre whoever we are.... even if
we were set up at Accrington Stanley!!!

With regards to the Children’s Fund, the contract is not
yet through, so as soon as we get one we can start planning
day sessions (Playing for Success only funds after school
sessions). We hope that these will be running in September.

Finally, we would like to congratulate Tracy, our
Mentor Co-ordinator who got married just before Easter.
We wish her all the happiness married life can bring.

GROUND PERIMETER ADVERTISING BOARDS
Sponsors required for
advertising boards
Special price £350.00 + VAT
for 2 seasons

BATLEY BULLDOGS SUPPORTERS CLUB
DONCASTER
SUNDAY 13th JULY 2003
National League 1

Branch Road, Batley 1.00pm
Market Place, Birstall 1.10pm

Members £6.00

Non-members £1.00

Spotligtt on
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Date of birth

Nationality

Place of birth

Place of residence

Marital status

Family details

Height

Weight

Nickname

Preferred position

Previous clubs

Honours gained

Career highlight

Career low point

Most respected player (current)
Most respected player (Past)
Hardest tackler faced
Hardest player to tackle
Greatest influence on career
Most memorable game and why
Favourite ground

Worst ground

Favourite other sports
Greatest playing strength
Any other interests

Worst rule in the game

Best coach

Favourite drink

Favourite food

Favourite type of music
Favourite holiday spot
Favourite actor

Favourite movie

Favourite TV

Greatest dislike

Ambitions within the game
Life after rugby

Any advice for young players

_ MARK TOOHEY

16.6.1982
English
Dewsbury

Batley

Single

None Stated

6 Foot One Inch
15.5 stone
Toohey

Second Row
None

None

Play-offs for Batley
None as yet

Paul Harrison
Glen Tomlinson
None

None

Dad

Oldham in last year's play-offs
None stated
None stated
Football

Tackling

Sport

None stated
Mark Fortis

Tea

Beef

Anything

Spain

Peter Kay

1.8.7

Friends

None stated

All the way to the top
Work

100% at all times
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If you are interested in sponsoring a
player, a match, matchball or in placing
an advert, please contact Ron Earnshaw

on 01924 470062
(mobile: 07808 100371)



Date Competition Opponent Score | Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
19.1.2003 Arriva Cup Hunslet Hawks (H) 16-8 801 | Lingard Lewis Gibbons A Maun Williamson | Gibbons D  |Eaton 2 G | Booth Lythe Naidole | Rourke T | Toohey Horsley T Cass Harrison | Berry |Spink T
26.1.2003 TXU Energi CCRd 3 West Bowling (A) 34-12 | 1047 | Lingard 1T | Spurr 1T | Gibbons A1 T| Maun Bramaid Toohey 3T |Eaton 5 G | Booth Lythe Naidole | Rourke | Cartiedge | Horsley Lewis |Harrison |Berry |Spink
8.2.2003 Powergen CC Rd 4 Wath Brow Hornets (A) 18-6 1333 | Lingard Sibson Gibbons A Lewis T | Williamson | Gibbons D  |Eaton 3G T| Booth Swinson | Spink Rourke | Toohey Horsley Cass Harrison T | Berry | Dyson
16.2.2003 Arriva Cup Keighley Cougars (A) 30-12 | 1209 | Lingard 3 T | Sibson Gibbons A Spurr T | Williamson | Gibbons D |Eaton 56 | Naidole | Cass Spink Rourke | Cartledge T| Horsley Dyson |Harrison |[Berry [Booth
23.2.2003 Arriva Cup London Skolars (H) 82-4 577 | Lingard T | North 2T | Spurr T Lewis T |Bramaid T | Gibbons D 2T|Eaton 11G | Booth 2T| Lythe Berry Beard T | Toohey T | Horsley T Maun  |Harrison T | Spink  [SwinsonT
28.2.2003 Powergen CC Rd 5 St Helens (A) 12-38 | 5002 | Lingard Sibson GibbonsAT | Lewis | Williamson | Gibbons D |Eaton 2G | Booth Cass Nadiole | Rourke | Toohey Horsley Maun  |Harrison T | Berry |Cartledge
5.3.2003 Arriva Cup Sheffield Eagles (A) 8-18 731 | Lingard Dyson Gibbons A Maun Bramald Gibbons D |Eaton 26 | Nadiole | Lythe Berry Rourke | Cartledge | Horsley Spurr  |Harrison | Toohey |Booth T
9.3.2003 Arriva Cup Dewsbury Rams (A) 18-22 | 1432 | Lingard Sibson Gibbons AT | Maun Williamson | Gibbons D  |Eaton 3G | Booth Cass Spink Rourke | Toohey T | Horsley Lewis  |Harrison T | Berry |Cartledge
16.3.2003 Arriva Cup Sheffield Eagles (H) 62-12 639 | Lingard 4T | Sibson T | Spurr 4T Maun Williamson | Toohey Eaton 9G | Booth Swinson | Spink T | Rourke | Harrison Horsley T Cass Gibbons A | Berry |Nadiole
23.3.2003 Arriva Cup Hunslet Hawks (A) 24-30 658 | Lingard T | Sibson T | Gibbons A Spurr Williamson | Gibbons D [Eaton 4G | Booth  {Swinson T | Spink Rourke | Toohey T | Horsley Cass Harrison | Berry [Maun
30.3.2003 Arriva Cup Dewsbury Rams (H) 16-21 952 | Lingard Sinson 2T| Gibbons A Maun Willia Gibbons D |Eaton 2G | Booth Cass Spink Rourke | Toohey T | Horsley Spurr  |Harrisons |Berry |Naidole
4.4.2003 Arriva Cup London Skolars (A) 56-12 307 | Lingard 3T | Sibson T | GibbonsAT | Lewis T |Bramald/ Hough T Eaton 8G | Naidole | Cass Spink Rourke | Cartiedge | Horsley Maun T |Harrison T | Booth [Hill
13.4.2003 Arriva Cup Keighley Cougars (H) 40-16 737 | Lingard T | SibsonT | Lewis T Maun Willia Toohey T Eaton 8G | Naidole | Swinson |Spink T | Rourke | Cartledge | Horsley T Cass Harrison | Berry | Hill
18.4.2003 National League 1 Dewsbury Rams (H) 28-10 | 1245 | Lingard T | Sibson Lewis Maun T Braman:«sS Toohey Eaton 4G | Booth Swinson | Spink T | Rourke | Cartledge | Horsley T Cass Harrison | Berry |Naidole
21.4.2003 National League 1 Salford City Reds (A) 12-54 | 2074 | Lingard Sibson Swinson Maun T (Bramald T | Toohey Eaton 2G | Booth Lythe Naidole | Rourke | Cartledge | Horsley Williamson| Harrison | Berry | Hill
4.5.2003 National League 1 Leigh Centurions (H) 12-38 | 1034 | Lingard T | Bramald | Lewis Maun Williamson T | Gibbons D [Eaton 2G | Spink Cartledge | Hill Harrison | Berry Horsley Sibson | Booth Cass |Naidole
11.5.2003 National League 1 Hull KR (A) 10-16 | 1000 | Lingard Bramald | Lewis Maun Williamson 2T | Gibbons D [Eaton G | Spink Cass Hill Cartledge | Berry Horsley Spurr  [Harrison | Naidole | Booth
18.5.2003 Arriva Cup Quarter Final | Hull KR (A) 16-12 | 1100 | Sibson T Bramald | Spurr Maun Williamson | Gibbons D [Eaton 4G | Spink Cartledge | Hill Rourke | Berry Horsley Lythe T |Harrison | Naidole | Booth
25.5.2003 National League 1 Whitehaven (A) 12-31 | 1443 | Lingard Sibson T | Spurr Maun Williamson | Gibbons D [Eaton 2G | Spink Lythe Naidole | Rourke | Cartledge | Horsley Bramald |Harrison T | Beard |Lewis
1.6.2003 National League 1 Rochdale Hornets (H) 16-43 728 | Lingard Sibson Spurr T Maun | Williamson T | Gibbons D |Eaton 2G | Spink Lythe Booth Toohey | Cartledge T| Horsley Bramald |Harrison |Beard |McDonald
8.6.2003 Arriva Cup Semi Final | Salford City Reds (H) 6-68 1379 | Sibson Lewis Spurr Maun Williamson | Toohey Eaton G T | Spink Lythe Naidole | Rourke [ Cartledge | Horsley Cass Harrison | Berry  [Hill
15.6.2003 National League 1 Featherstone Rovers (A) 18-34 | 1182 | Bramald Lewis Spurr Maun 2T | Williamson | Horsley Eaton G | Booth Swinson | Hill Berry Cartledge | Gibbons A 2T |Sibson |Harrison | Naidole | McDonald
22.6.2003 National League 1 Oldham (H)

29.6.2003 National League 1 Dewsbury Rams (A)

13.7.2003 National League 1 Doncaster Dragons (A)

20.7.2003 National League 1 Salford City Reds (H)

27.7.2003 National League 1 Leigh Centurions (A)

3.8.2003 National League 1 Hull KR (H)

10.8.2003 National League 1 Whitehaven (H)

17.8.2003 National League 1 Rochdale Hornets (A)

24,8.2003 National League 1 Featherstone Rovers (H)

31.8.2003 National League 1 Oldham (A)

7.9.2003 National League 1 Doncaster Dragons (H) .

DIRECTIONS TO DONCASTER

=

Captains Corner.

Directions to Belle Vue from Ferrybridge
Services at A1/M62 .

Depart Ferrybridge services, at roundabout
take second exit onto the A1 for approx 8.5
miles, then onto the A1M for a further 5.8
miles approx. At A1M junction 36, take the
A630 (first exit at roundabout) towards
Doncaster for 1.8 miles The Road will split
leftwards and right over the Balby Flyover,
keep in the right lane and go over the fly-

over. You will then come to a roundabout,
take the second exit onto the A18 more
commonly known as Carr House road. At
next roundabout known as the Racecourse
roundabout, take the third exit A638 Bawtry
Rd.The first right turning will take you into
Belle Vue Stadium’s car park. Enjoy the
game.

Contact Tel: 01302 536520

Today must start a winning sequence for Batley as our form, or lack of it, has put us in
the bottom two in the division. Our next three games are essential to win because
Dewsbury, Oldham and Doncaster are the three teams around us in the league. All our
games are now real four pointers.

Itis only the players that can turn our season around, as we are the ones on the field
for the 80 minutes. We are all given the tools to work with at training during the week but
seem to be leaving them at home come Sunday.

The players are trying everything they can to turn the club’s form around and | am con-
fident in every single one of them. As club captain | will defend all the players at the club
every day of the week. Some of the criticism aimed at some of the players has been
uncalled for, if you want to direct your frustration at anyone then direct it at me and then
more importantly, let's get on with the main agenda, supporting the team for the full 80
minutes. Linners.




The Classy

LEGENDS BAR pivavaspatiey)
OPEN THURS, FRL, SAT

Z30°TILTI3OPM | Lo

7+30PMTO
8.30PM

EVERY THURSDAY
THE BESTLOOKS AND
SOUND - ALIKES
FREE ADMISSION BEFORE
2.30PM £1 AFTER

FRIDAY & SATURDAY IT IS THEPLACE
TO BE?

A GREAT
NIGHT OUT

319, DRADFORD ROAD, DATLEY 01924 474547

a Late Great Weekend
Night Out

THE XCI_USIV

NICHT CLUE, BATLEY
ODEN FRI & SAT
10.30DM TO 2.30AM

For

C=vwErnxXxmzg=)

47-49 STATION ROAD, PATLEY TEL: 474077

SOUMD & VISION
T.V. DVD. VIDEO. AUDIO

DIGITAL HOME CINEMA CENTRE
BKY DIGITAL. CARAUDIO
MOBILE PHONES & ACCESSORIES

SALES. SERVICE. RENTALS.REPAIR

mm:s\—l’}

9-15 CEMETERY ROA D, HECKMONDWI!
TERL (01924 401804/07802 640201

THISIS A LOAALSHOP FOR LOCAL PROPLE!

For up to the minute
information on Batley Bulldogs

Visit
www.batleybulldogs.net
The only official Bulldogs website

For advertising opportunities on
the Bulldogs website

APPEARANCES & SCORERS SEASON 2002 - 03

Season 2002 - 03

Career Record

call 01924 470062

James Dolman & Company

ﬂamm Unit 10 Rouse Mill
JLMAN Rouse Mill Lane
Established 194 Batley
WF17 5QB,

RUBBER. CORK & FELT PRODUCTS
Manufacturers and suppliers of rubber and plastic
mouldings, Extrusions, gaskets, washers, sheeting,
matting, strip, grommets, cord, hose and tubing

Our comprehensive range includes Neoprene,
Nitrile, Insertion, EPDM, Silicone,
Cork and Non-Asbestos

TEL 01924 4455 77
FAX 01924 44 32 22
www.gasket.co.uk

Established suppliers to the ministry of defence

YOUR LOCAL COMPUTER
HARDWARE/ SOFTWARE

SUPPLIER

Friendly & Reliable Advice

COMPREHENSIVE ON-SITE
MAINTENANCE & SERVICE CONTRACTS

QUALITY SYSTEMS BUILT TO SPECIFICATION
NETWORK CONSULTATION & INSTALLATION
COMPONENTS & PERIPHERALS

@&
= AMD:!
COMPUMARQUE A‘.lhlon
UMITED 8‘."..2:.

08000 923326

e-mail- salesgcompumarque.co.uk

Visit Our Website At:

Player Apps |S Apps| Goals DGoaIJ Tries |Points| Apps |S Apps|Goals (D Goals Tries |Points
S.Beard 1 2 1 4 3 4 0 0 1 4

J.Berry 6 13 0 6 13 0 0 0 0

C.Booth 13 6 3 12 13 6 0 0 3 12
M.Bramald 10 2 4 16 10 2 0 0 4 16
W.Cartledge 14 2 2 8 57 23 2 0 9 40
M.Cass 6 8 0 173 | 104 0 7 52 215
J.Dyson 1 2 0 95 12 | 126 2 17 322
B.Eaton 22 83 2 174 22 0 83 0 2 174
A.Gibbons 1 1 6 24 11 1 0 0 6 24

D.Gibbons 14 2 8 14 0 0 0 2 8

P.Harrison 2 20 6 24 133 58 0 0 66 264
S.Hill 4 4 0 25 6 0 0 1 4

R.Horsley 22 5 20 89 0 0 0 24 96

C. Hough 1 1 4 8 5 9 1 | 4 35

S.Lewis 11 3 4 16 1 3 0 0 ‘ 4 16
C.Lingard 19 16 | 64 | 101 25 0 0 92 368
K.Lythe 8 1 1 4 29 1 0 0 5 20
D.Maun 16 4 5 20 73 4 0 0 29 116
R. McDonald 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

J.Naidole 10 7 0 27 20 0 0 0 0

C.North 1 2 8 21 3 0 0 1 44

D.Rourke 17 1 4 48 4 0 0 5 20

M.Sibson 15 | 2 | 8 |32 |15 |2 o | o |8 |[a

A.Spink 15 3 T 4 16 40 10 0 0 6 24

C.Spurr 10 3 8 32 10 3 0 0 8 32

G.Swinson 7 1 2 8 7 1 0 0 2 8

M.Toohey 14 1 8 32 28 18 0 0 10 40

L.Williamson 16 1 4 16 43 1 0 0 12 48

TOTALS 286 | 88 83 0 95 | 546
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FRANK GALLAGHER

Frank Gallagher is one of only four players who have represented Great
Britain whilst being a current Batley player.

He made his Batley debut on 21st October 1922, scoring 2 tries in a 21
- 5 home victory over Oldham. He was purchased for £600 from
Dewsbury - a club record fee at the time and missed the club’s only ever
Championship win in Season 1923 - 24 as he was touring Australia with
the Great Britain Lions.

He played his last game for Batley on 14th April 1928 in a 2 - 34 defeat
at Featherstone Rovers. He left the club to join Leeds.

In his time at Batley he played for Yorkshire on 8 occasions, England 7
times and toured Australia in 1924 making 3 Great Britain Test Match
appearances. He became the first Batley player to tour Australia (Joe
Oliver emulating the feat in 1928). Predominantly a Loose Forward.
Frank turned out at Stand Off Half on the tour and reports state that he
had a ‘blinder’.

Batley Career Details -
142 Appearances

36 Tries
16 Goals
140 Points

Representative Honours

Represented Great Britain on 1924 Tour to Australia on 3 occasions.
Played for England 7 times between 1922 - 25 and represented Yorkshire
on 8 occasions between 1922 - 26.

The Bulldogs Independent
Financial and Legal Services

Why not let us:

Save you money on your current or new mortgage
Save you money on your Home Insurance
Save you money on your existing or new life insurance plans
We can also offer you a discounted share dealing service
Home visits mutually arranged if required
Help support the Bulldogs and yourself for a no obligation
quotation

Freephone 0800 783 8971

Also
All personal injury and accident claims
No Fees!
Professional conveyancing service
Let us quote you!

Janette Sagar, Batley Bulldogs Study Centre Manager has used
the service for her home insurance and has also been given
mortgage advice. “I have saved money on my house
insurance and got a better deal. When it is time to change
my mortgage I will ring again, as they gave me
valuable advice”.

David Gibbons, one of Batley’s players is also extremely
pleased with the service he received and has taken up

a product offered.

K. i




§ & M BUILDERS MERCHANTS (BATLEY) LTD

415 Bradford Road
Batley, West Yorkshire
WFI75LY 5

Tel: (01924) 441044
Fax: (01924) 473881

Building & Plumbers Merchants
OPENING TIMES

7.30am - Spm Weekdays
7.30am—4pm Saturdays
10am—2pm Sundays

Pete welcomes you at

THE ROSE OF YORK

Karaoke - Thursday Night
Quiz Night - Sunday
(prize money & free buffet)
Come and try a variety of drinks
inside or in our award winning beer
garden which is fully enclosed

Gerald Hird

Plastering * Artexing
Coving * Plain & Ornamental

ALL PROPERTY REPAIRS
No job too small * Free Estimates

Tel: 01924 479962
Mobile: 07798 900894

George Brooke Ld
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A complete and canng service from an establisha!
family business. Member of NAED, and B1ED
Pre-Paid 7 pre-wrranged funeal plans avalable
T only ndependent Gimily run business with

A povate oo of repose in Mirtield

Head Office & Works : 27, Bradtord Road, Dewsbury
Private Chapel of Rest : 9, Banye Street, Dew sbury

Day & Night Service 011924 434476

ie plione shop

"Behind The Bulldogs"

Latest Mobile Phones
Monthly, Prepay or Handset Only
Full range of accessories

-Handsfree Solutions
~Two-Way Radios
-Cordless & Home Phones
-Ring tones & logos

01924 441166

or viit

D.J. Motors & Sons

www.thephoneshop.co.uk [z
o ..g. Free UK Delivery

117 Commercial Street, Batley

Welcomes all sportspeople

Quizzes—Thursdays and Sundays
Karaoke—fortnightly on Saturdays
Large screen TV with SKY
Functions Catered for
01924463928

Commonside, Batley.

R.L.F.C. Club Recorxd

ol

RECORD ATTENDANCE
23,989 V. Leeds (Home) 14.3.1925.
(Gate receipts £1,693.11s. 3d).
RECORD SCORE
82-4 V. London Skolars (Home) 23.2.2003
64-0 V. Nottingham City (Away) 10.11.1991.
GOALS
GAME - Simon Wilson (13) V. Leigh 26.3.1995.
SEASON - Simon Wilson (127) Inc 2 Drop Goals -
Season 1994-95.
CAREER - Wharton Peers Davies (458)- 1896-1912.
TRIES
GAME - Joe Oakland (5) V. Bramley (H) 19.12.1908
Tommy Brannan (5) V. Swinton (H) 17.3.1920
J. Wale (5) V. Bramley (H) 4.12.1926
J. Wale (5) V. Cottingham (H) R.L.Cup Ist Round
12.2.1927.
Tommy Oldroyd (5) V. Highfield (A) 6.3.1994.
SEASON - Jack Tindall (29) Season 1912-13.
Craig Lingard (28) Season 2001 - 02
(Post War Tries In A Season).
CAREER - Glen Tomlinson (124) - 1991 -2 t0 1995 - 6
and 2000 - 1 to 2001 - 2.
POINTS
GAME - Simon Wilson (30) V. Leigh (H) 26.3.1995
SEASON - Richard Price (308) Season 1997,
CAREER - Wharton Peers Davies (1288)
Season 1896-1912.
APPEARANCES
SEASON - John Etty (44) Season 1950-51.
CONSECUTIVE - Richard Price (103)
From 16.6.1996 to 5.3.2000.
CAREER- Wharton Peers Davies (448)
Season 1896-1912.
INDIVIDUAL CLUB HONOUR - Richard Price
played and scored in every first team game in season
1998. (The only player in the club’s history to achieve
this).

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS
GREAT BRITAIN-
Frank Gallagher 1922-26,
Joe Oliver 1928-9, Norman Field 1963-4,
Carl Gibson 1985-6.
GREAT BRITAIN TOURISTS -
Frank Gallagher 1924, Joe Oliver 1928.
ENGLAND -
Fred Hill 1909, George Davidge 1924,
Frank Gallagher 1923-27, Joe Oliver 1928, George
Brown 1945, Bill Hudson 1946-7, John Etty 1946-7
(Reserve to travel V.France), Bill Riches 1946-7
(Reserve to travel V.France), George Palmer 1950-1.

ENGLAND UNDER 24°’S

Stan Gittins 1969.

WALES -

WIiILT. Davies 1909, EWillis 1921,

Bryn Williams 1921- 2, Harry Rees 1923-5,

Ike.J. Fowler 1926.

OTHER NATIONALITIES -

F.Willis 1921, Bryn Williams 1921,

Ike .J.Fowler 1926.

BRITISH EMPIRE -

John Etty 1950-51.

ENGLAND UNDER 21'S

Peter Bateson 1953-4, Gary Graham 1953-4.
YORKSHIRE APPEARANCES (POST WAR)
Bill Riches 1946-52, Bill Hudson 1946-7, Sam
Hargreaves 1946-7, Don Burnell 1947-8, John Etty
1947-50, Norman Field 1963-4, Phil Doyle 1969-70,
Jim Naylor 1972-3, Carl Gibson 1985-6.

CLUB HONOURS
R.L.CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS - 1896-7,
1897-8 & 1900-01.

YORKSHIRE CUP WINNERS - 1912-13.
YORKSHIRE CUP RUNNERS UP - 1909-10,

YORKSHIRE RUGBY UNION CUP WINNERS -
1884-85.

YORKSHIRE RUGBY UNION CUP RUNNERS
UP - 1892-93.

YORKSHIRE SENIOR CUP RUNNERS UP (‘A’
TEAM)- 1981-82.

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS
- 1923-24.

TRANS PENNINE CUP WINNERS - 1998.
DIVISION 2 PROMOTION - 1998,

STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION
2 RUNNERS UP - 1994-95.

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE WINNERS - 1898-9 &
1923-4.

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE RUNNERS UP -
1899-1900, 1908-9, 1921-2 & 1925-6.

ALLIANCE DIVISION 2 EAST CHAMPIONS
(*A’TEAM) - 1991-2.

ALLIANCE DIVISION 2 CUP RUNNERS UP
(‘*A’TEAM) - 1991-2.

ALLIANCE CUP RUNNERS UP (‘A’ TEAM)
(26.9.98) - 1998.

ALLIANCE UNDER 21 SPRING CUP RUNNERS
UP (*A’ TEAM) (8.5.2002)  2002.
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L _SZ Howies Fish and Chip Shop X!
17 Branch Road Batiey
\ Telephone arders 01924 478777 ¢
Est. 1960 iy
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Still a family run business
Traditional fish and chips to take away or eat in.

Mon, Tues, Wed 11.00-6pm
Thursday 11.00-6.30

CUT OUT THIS AD for our spedal MEAL DEAL for two people:
Fsh and chips, tea and bread, to eat in the calé
FOR ONLY £5.00 (uswml price £6.40)
Voucher valid anyime except Momday and Tuesday tea fimes. No
other discounts given, applies only to the meals stated above.
dates, October 2008

goocoocgogo0ogcoooaQ

goCcoCac

AIR SPECIALIST ¢ JIG
AND M.

O.T. WORK

M.O.T. BY APPOINTHMEN
AND TRADE WE!

James Wilby
Builders Merchants Ltd
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING
MATERIALS—TRADE & DIY

BRICKS & BLOCKS—SAND AND CEMENT
PAYING & WALLING—TIMBER & FENCING
READY MIXED CONCRETE- PLUMBING MATERIALS AND MUCH MORE

BEST PRICE & SERVICE, FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY USUALLY AVAILABLE

Fitness & Aerobic

Centre
@ o™ @ Sunees
@ C.V.AREA @ SPORTS THERAPIST

@ aerosic sTUDIO @ aAmPLE PARKING

TELEPHONE: 01924 422566

BRITANNIA MILLS COMPLEX, GELDERD ROAD, BIRSTALL

SKIPPERS JEWELILERS
YOUR LOCAL JEWELLER
OVER go YEARS
AGENTS FOR ROTARY,

SEKONDA, SEIKO, PULSAR
GEMMOLOGIST ON THE PREMISES

PETER HOPE
METALS LIMITED

STRUCTURALSTEELWORK,

METALWORK & GENERAL FABRICATION
BOCAGEN'TS

Grange Road Business Park, Grange Valley
Road, Batley, West Yorkshire, WFI7 6 LL

Tel: (01924) 422538/440055
Fax: (01924) 442200

LOCKWOQOOD CARPETS
OF LIVERSEDGE
DOMESTIC*COMMERCIALSINDUSTRIAL
OFFICES*PUBS*RESTAURANTS
FOR QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE

* All leading makes « Estublished 1984

« Prompt personal service  * 80% Wool Twist from £7 - s yd
» Discount carpets & vinyls  Fitting service available

» Free estimates & planning  * Large free car park

21 - 23 Leeds Road, Liversedge

TEL: 01924 407 586 FAX:01924 411 325

P.E. BROWN & SON LTD.
PLUMBERS &
HEATING ENGINEERS

“Official plumbers to the Bulldogs”

Gregory Street, Soothill,
Batley, WF17 6NH

Main news events of the year

Civil war began in Lebanon.

North Vietnamese capture Saigon ending the Vietnam war.
Spanish dictator, General Franco dies.
First PC is produced by Altair and Microsoft was also founded.

Top selling singles of the year were:- ‘Make Me Smile’ (Come Up And See Me) by
Cockney Rebel, ‘Bye Bye Baby’ by the Bay City Rollers and ‘I'm Not In Love’ by 10cc.

Films of the year were ‘Jaws’ and ‘One flew over the cuckoo’s nest’ which was awarded
an Oscar.

The FA Cup winners were West Ham United, First Division Champions were Derby
County, Rugby League Challenge Cup winners were Widnes and Rugby League
Champions were St Helens.

Meanwhile what was happening at ‘the Mount’?

Batley finished 12th out of a 14 team Second Division.

Leading goal scorer was Peter Jameson with 46. Others to land goals included
lan Sharpe (9), Tony Dean (3), Jim Waltham (2) and Phil Holmes with one.

Leading try scorer was John Harrison with 8 followed by Steve Gott on 6, Graham
Blakeway added 4 and Tony Dean, Graham Stocks and Phil Holmes all registered 3.

Major appearance makers were; Steve Grinhaff, Alan Watts, Dave Rippon, Brian Taylor,
Jimmy Eyre, John Fox and Dave Brooke.

Coach was Trevor Walker and his assistant was Keith Cotton.

Highlights of a disappointing season were the doubles over Blackpool Borough 12-11
away and 11-2 at home, Doncaster 22-7 at home and 16-9 away, the John Player Trophy
Round One defeat of Whitehaven by 18-9, the home defeat of York by 13-5 and the 10-10
home draw with Whitehaven.



A further 43 goals will see Barry Eaton overtake Simon Wilson as the club’s all time goals
in a season record holder. Wilson landed a club record 125 goals in season

1994 - 95. Barry also requires a further 26 points to total 200.

Ryan Horsley requires a further 4 points to attain 100 for the club.

Andy Spink made his 50th appearance for the club at Salford City Reds on 8th June. This
includes 10 substitute appearances.

Craig Lingard requires a further 8 tries to complete a century of touchdowns. Craig is
standing in joint 6th place in the clubs all time list of try scorers. He is level with Simon
Wilson and trails the legendary John Etty by one. As Craig is currently out injured no
advance is likely in the foreseeable future.

Fingers On The Buzzer!

Next Wednesday, 25th June, sees a quiz night at Ram Stadium, where teams from Batley
Bulldogs and Dewsbury Rams will compete against each other in an off-the-field warm
up for the forthcoming Derby match.

of the DEWSBURY Reporter as Quizmaster - don’t miss the battle of the rivals off the
field and don’t forget to wear your shirt! Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.

Dock On

Rock band Valhalla will be performing behind the Heritage Stand after today’s game. The
bar and catering facilities are open throughout the show which is expected to finish
around 7.30pm.

Visitors attending just the concert will pay a £3 entrance fee and a bucket will be
passed around for those already in the ground to contribute.

SWIFT PALLET SERVICE

Recycled Pallets
Bought and Sold

BOULDS BINS
SKIP HIRE

MIDI AND MINI SKIFS TO HIRE
REASONABLE RATE WITH A

PERSONAL SERVICE WE CAN
ALSO DISPOSE OF YOUR OLD
ASBESTOS GARAGE

New pallets made to size

Site clearances best prices

Mobile Number ogcgaél-: 2329':;4
07977 351059 ox
02860 711948

The Stone Yard - Back Station Road - Mirfield

Each of the two teams will be made up of Players & Supporters with Trevor Watson |
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By Laurie Grailey

GRANT MIERS

Young Australian second row forward Grant Miers signed on at Mount Pleasant in 1998
following trials after impressing the club whilst appearing for Oulton Raiders in the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup match against Batley on 31st January 1998. Originally from Brisbane,
he had also given service with Logan City in the Central Queensland League.

He made his Batley debut against Workington Town on 26th April 1998 in a 42 - 18 victory
and went on to make 14 appearances and 4 substitute appearances for the club that season
registering 2 tries.

The following season saw Grant become a regular in the Batley pack alongside the likes of
Tony Walton, Chris McWilliam, Graham Middleton, Gary Lord and Paul Harrison. He was

sin binned in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup tie with Castleford Lock Lane and scored 4 tries
that same season.

Grant eventually drifted away from the game following injury and made his final
appearance on the 2nd July 2000 in a 8 - 24 home defeat against Widnes Vikings.

He will be best remembered at “The Mount” for his tackling stints and non stop all round

effort.

Batley career details -

51 Appearances, 12 Sub appearances, 6 Tries, 24 Points
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Time for TV talks outside Super League
By GARETH WALKER of
RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

RUGBY LEAGUE'S new television deal has certainly
attracted plenty of column inches in the past week, but
one important detail has been almost overlooked —
where do the National League clubs stand in all of
this?

Well, from the original deal put on the table by Sky
that was still being mulled over as this piece is written,
they would stand in exactly the same position. Sky
would again hold all the rights. but as we all know, are
unlikely to utilise them for anything more extensive
than brief weekly highlights from one game and
perhaps the NL1 Grand Final.

Crucially though, when Sky hold the rights. other
companies have to seek permission to televise any
kind of action from this level.

In the past Sky have allowed Yorkshire Television
to film their award winning series “Rugby League
Raw", and in 2001 even to screen the Grand Final live
on a Saturday afternoon — something that was seen as
a great success at the time.

Last year, however, the game was back to Saturday
evening on Sky, with much fewer viewers tuning in.

It's weekly terrestrial exposure that the game at this
level needs.

Rugby League World

MAGAZINE

Sources close to the RFL claim that they had a
high-profile sponsor lined up for the National League
competitions this season, but the lack of television
exposure proved a real turn-off.

As a result, the National Leagues, unbelievably,
have no title sponsor this year.

Even if it was simply a half-hour weekly spot on
late night ITV (as “Rugby League Raw™ was), it would
prove immensely beneficial to Rugby League at this
level.

Not only would it be easier to attract title sponsors
to the competition, but also sponsorship at each
individual club would be more lucrative if their team
was regularly on television, Clubs would be able to put
together more attractive packages for local companies.

And don’t let anyone tell you there wouldn’t be an
audience for such a show. The figures for “RL Raw™
even after 11pm, were tremendous at times.

So here’s hoping that common sense prevails and
the RFL ensure that the National Leagues are allowed
to negotiate their own television deal and give
themselves some much-needed exposure.

That may have been agreed midweek. of course.
Let's hope so.

Everyone who watches the game at this level
knows that the quality of action on the field merits it.

So let's take the National Leagues to a wider
audience. rather than hiding it away.

The Famous Five

Vernon Tutbury

-_—
FORDHAM
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Five famous bathroom brands from

JACUZZI UK

For Jacuzzi, Vernon Tutbury

and B.C. Sanitan brands, contact:
Jacuzzi UK Silverdale Road,
Newcastle-Under-Lyme, Staffordshire ST5 6EL.
Telephone: 01782 717175, Fax: 01782 717245,

For Fordham
and Niagara brands, contact:

Jacuzzi UK P.O. Box 155, Woodlands, Roydsdale
Way, Euroway, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD4 6ST.
Telephone: 01274 654700. Fax: 01274 654769.
www.jacuzziuk.com

Jacuzzi® is a registered trademark of Jacuzzl Inc.



