Gavin DODD Wayne ENGLISH
Chris IRWIN Jason ROACH
lain MARSH Rob RUSSELL
Jon GODDARD Phil HASSAN
Chris CAMPBELL Lee HUDSON
Simon SVABIC Grant BITHEL
Neil RODEN Chris HOUGH
Steve MOLLOY Andy LEATHAM
John HOUGH Rob BARRACLOUGH
Paul NORTON Simon KNOX
Lee DORAN Phil CUSHION

Ryan STAZICKER
Chris MORLEY
Keith BRENNAN
Dane MORGAN
Danny GUEST
Paul ANDERSON

Dave ELLISON
Peter CANNON
Hugh THORPE
Chris ROE

Craig WINGFIELD
Kris SMITH
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Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable
place to live, work or visit in the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace
and Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor
shopping area.

Businesses are bhenefiting from the M60 motorway, which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.
The arrival of the Metrolink tram system possibly by 2006 and the
continued development of the Cultural Quarter and south Union
Street areas of the town centre will further strengthen the appeal
of the Borough for investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including
a new Business Management School, exciting developments in
tourism and the arts like the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, the newly
opened Rochdale Canal and the new Gallery Oldham and the
attractions of the Borough become even more inviting.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911
4707, Fax 0161 911 4936. E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or
visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk or www.visitoldham.co.uk
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Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

14 WATERLOO STREET
OLoHam OL1 1SQ

TeLePHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLus SHor: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton,
Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Steve Molloy
ASSISTANT COACH
Andy Proctor
SENIOR ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
CLus CaPTAIN
Phil Farrell
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Nic Walker, Louise Waters
& Clare Gross
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
MEeDIA & MARKETING MANAGER
Nigel Marland
GENERAL MANAGER
Robin Highfield
LOTTERY MANAGER
John Mitchell
SECRETARY
Lorraine Rowbottom
PROGRAMME EDITORS
Nigel Marland & Brian Walker

CLus HoNOURS
A J Law Cup Winners
1998, 1999/2000, 2003
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001
HALL oF FAME MEMBERS
(sponsorep By J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Efty 1954-59
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94
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Christopher Hamilton s
LAST weeks win at Barrow = :
could hopefully be a key
moment in the season.

After 3 defeats on the
trot it was important that
we won the game and
despite playing for 30 of
the 80 minutes with 12
men the team reacted
positively on both
occasions and in fairness
you would not have known
that we were a man down.

The sending off of
John Hough with the score at 14-10 in our favour could
have tipped the game in Barrows favour. However, the
rest of the team showed great character and
determination in actually stepping up their level of
performance from that point.

For me the team demonstrated that it has the
necessary qualities to be successful this season and |
sincerely hope that the players gain self confidence and
belief from that performance and use it as a launch pad
for the rest of the season.

As far as today's game is concerned Swinton Lions
have proved to be very difficult opponents in all the
Arriva Trains games they have played and their ‘second
division’ tag is something of a red herring. | commented
after we beat them at Moor Lane a few weeks ago that if
they could steer clear of injuries they would be a force to
be reckoned with and without doubt we will be in for a
real fight today.

The advantages of a big squad have been there for
all to see over the last couple of weeks as we have had
a number of key players missing and our club doctor is
currently working virtually full time to keep up with things!

A big thank you to everyone who made the trip up to
Barrow last week your support is vital and does make a
difference.

Enjoy the game,

Chris

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lro.

We Wouto Like To THANK THE OLoHAM Evening CHroNicLE & Rucey LEAcue Express For THE USe OF PHOTOGRAPHY ]

PRINTED BY PENNINE PRINTING SERVICES LT0. RIPPONDEN, WEST YORKSHIRE HX6 4EH * TeL 01422 825333  Fax 01422 825444
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WELCOME TO Peter Roe and the rest of the players and
spectators from Swinton RLFC. It may have come as a
surprise to a lot of people how competitive a side Swinton have
become in such a short space of time, but it was no surprise to
me. Peter has a wealth of experience and has recruited very
~ | well. So much so that they beat our archrivals, Rochdale
. | Hornets last weekend, something we have yet to do in a
competitive match.

I'm sure Swinton will be up there at the end of the season
and looking for a speedy return to NFP 1.

March was a very difficult month for the players, coaches
and probably the spectators, playing, on paper, probably three
| of the sides who the pundits seem to think will be there or
i thereabouts. It was also a frustrating month. Obviously, against
Salford a better side beat us on the day but Leigh and
Rochdale were games we could and should have won.

A lot of us had to take a long hard look at ourselves and
we decided we were going to up our intensity and
professionalism and | am sure that small glimpses of that showed in the performance
against Barrow. Especially as we played almost half the game with 12 men after Jon
Goddard was sin binned in the first half and John Hough dismissed early in the second half.
It is often adversity like that that can spark off a “backs-against-the wall" scenario that is
necessary to come through these tough, hard fought games.

One win doesn't make us a good side, just as those losses didn't make us a bad side. |
just hope we can up the consistency and that the improvement continues.

Enjoy the game.

Steve

Roughyeds website address:
www.roughyeds.co.uk
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PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

JOHE WILLIE 0161-284 9000

Tf RIS MATES.
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DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
Welders, Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLbHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616

WisH ORLFC EVERY SUCCESS FOR 2003

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES

(NORTHERN) LTD.
OLDHAM DEPOT

Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your
Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2003Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTURE REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.O.T. RerAIRS - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREET - OLDbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949

IN TOWN

Today - Swinton

LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

BeEsT WISHES
TO
OLpHAM RLFC

UNiTs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sar  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

PN
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Pumps

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Mermbor of the
s}wwons 9&0%:
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OF GREAT BT

Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA
Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info @marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

Andy Leatham - Prop Forward

Signed for Swinton 2002, played for Leigh
the season before, previously with St.
Helens for six years, biG strong and fast
forward.

Jason Johnson - Loose Forward/

Stand off

Jason is another 2002 signing and also
played for Leigh in their 2001 campaign,
after signing from St. Helens, excellent
ball player.

Hugh Thorpe - Centre

Hugh played for the English Students on
the tour of Russia in 2001. Big and
powerful centre.

Craig Wingfield - Second Row

Signed from Leigh last year, excellent
prop forward second row and a good goal
kicker.

Ade Mead - Wing

Ade signed from Oldham in 2001. He was
a regular player in the first team squad.
Quick and elusive.

Rob Barraclough - Hooker

Signed from Warrington in 2000, won
player of the year in 2002, very strong
tackler, pocket battleship.

Phil Cushion -
Prop/Second
Row

Played for John
Princes’ Academy
side as centre,
worked his way
into the first team
and has matured
into a strong
running prop.
Regular first team
player for the last
4 years.

Rob Gallagher - Stand off

Signed from Wigan St. Pats 2001, showS
maturity above his years, came to fruition
at the end of last season.

Lee Hudson - Winger

Signed from Rochdale, pacy runner,
regular squad member last season.

Phil Cushion

Andy Chatham - Utility player

Former Swinton player, played for
Huddersfield, Leigh and Widnes.
Experienced threequarter.

Chris Hough - Half back hooker

Ex Oldham and Batley, enthusiastic
player and also a proficient goal kicker.
Wayne English - Full back

Former Rochdale player, although not big
a promising young player.

Simon Knox - Prop Forward

Club captain, player with lots of
experience, played at Wembley with
Bradford, enjoyed spells at Carlisle,
Widnes, Salford and Leigh.

Chris Roe - 2nd Row or prop

18 years of age, joined from
Featherstone, where he played Super
League Academy, promising young
player.

Peter Cannon - Loose forward

Peter signed from Crossfield ARLFC in
April 2001. He won BARLA First Division
Player of the Year.

David Gibbons - Half back

Signed from Crossfield along with Peter
Cannon. Quick and elusive.

David Ellison - Second row - centre
Released from Wigan, played a spell at
Leigh East. Phil Vievers brought him to
Swinton, regular first team player last
season, will prove himself this season.
Danny Turner - Second row

Released from Wigan, a promising young
player with good prospects.

Mike Whiteside - Prop forward

Played for Leigh East, regular first team
player last season, will prove himself this
year.

Kris TassAll - Centre

Played Super League for Salford City
Reds and last season at Wakefield
Wildcats. A fast running centre, great
signing for Swinton.

Phil Hassan - Centre

Signed for Swinton from rugby union,
another player with Super League
experience, and great speed.




A Potted History of . .........
Swinton ................ by Don Yates

ALTHOUGH Swinton enjoyed a lengthy,
and profitable, run in the Powergen
Challenge Cup this season, they still have
quite a way to go if they are to match the
great Swinton teams of years gone by.

Swinton were formed in 1866 and
joined the Northern union in 1896. It did
not take long for Swinton to lift their first
piece of silverware. Their Challenge Cup
success in 1900 came at the expense of
their deadly rivals Salford, beaten 16-8 at
Fallowfield in the final. Skipper of the
Swinton team in those days was centre
Jim Valentine, a legend in the early
history of the Lions and, incidentally, the
first player to score a try at
Watersheddings. He scored almost 300
tries for Swinton although many of those
touchdowns came during Swintons rugby
union days.

Valentine had retired by the time
Swinton won their next major honour, the
Lancashire Cup in 1925. That victory
marked the beginning of the most
successful era in the history of the club.
During the ten seasons between 1925
and 1935 Swinton were Lancashire
Champions on four occasions, won the
Lancashire Cup three times, the
Challenge Cup twice and were League
Champions four times. During that era
Swinton signed second-row forward
Martin Hodgson from the Egremont
RUFC. He went on to become Swintons
most decorated player, winning 16 test
caps, and between 1926 and 1942 scored
over 2,000 points for the club. In March
1929 he became the first point scorer at
Swintons Station Road test venue when

he landed a penalty goal against Wigan.

For many years Hodgsons scoring
feats looked as if they would never be
eclipsed but in 1954 the Lions signed a
diminutive full-back or half-back from
Kirkholt juniors after Rochdale Hornets
had decided that the player was too small
for the professional game. That player
was Ken Gowers who went on to play in
642 matches during a professional career
which lasted until 1973. He scored 2,315
points from 1,075 goals and 55 tries.
Gowers was a member of the Swinton
squad who were crowned Lancashire
Champions in 1961 and won the League
Championship in both 1963 and 1964. He
also played for Swinton in 1969 when
they defeated Leigh 11-2 in the final of
the Lancashire Cup.

Since then Swintons only successes
have been in Second Division
competition. They were Second Division
Champions in 1985 and then became the
first winners of the Second Division
Premiership Trophy in 1987. That 1987
Premiership campaign was a personal
triumph for Oldham born Gary Ainsworth,
currently a player-coach in the
Conference League with Saddleworth
Rangers. Swinton met Bramley in the
Premiership quarter-finals with Ainsworth
grabbing a brace of tries in Swintons 59-
14 victory. Gary was also outstanding
when Whitehaven were beaten 12-6 in
the semi-finals but he saved his best
display for the final against champions
Hunslet at Old Trafford. As a hooker,
Garys main job was to win possession.
He not only won the scrums 11-4 but also
made a significant contribution in the build
up to four of Swintons five tries and he
scored the fifth himself. Hunslet were
beaten 27-10 and, apart from a winners
medal, Ainsworth was rewarded by
becoming a clear winner of the first Tom
Bergin Trophy as man-of-the-match.

From The Pen Of

......Michael Turner

Of Roughyeds And ... Lions

TODAY we extend a warm welcome to
the players, officials and supporters of
Swinton

For over 125 years the Roughyeds
and the Lions have being doing battle on
the rugby field. Oldham first played our
visitors in December 1877, some
eighteen years prior to the formation of
the Northern Union. Swinton were the first
team to oppose Oldham at
Watersheddings in 1889 and also formed
the opposition when the curtain came
down on the old stadium in January 1997.
Throw in two Challenge Cup finals
between the clubs in the 1920s and you
will realise that there is plenty of history
surrounding an Oldham v Swinton fixture.

In January 1901 over 21,000
spectators packed Watersheddings to
watch the Lions record a seven points to
five victory, only for the match to have to
be replayed after supporters were
deemed to have encroached on to the
playing area. The replay a month later
saw the sides play out a draw three

ﬁ
points each.

The two clubs contested the 1910
Lancashire Cup final at Broughton where
a tight encounter was decided by a
towering Joe Ferguson drop goal from
half way to give Oldham the narrowest of
victories by four points to three.

Those two Challenge Cup finals
produced a victory for each side. In 1926
the Lions triumphed by nine points to
three at Rochdale with the Roughyeds
taking revenge with a 26 - 7 win twelve
months later at Wigan. The latter of those
games being the first ever Rugby League
match to be broadcast on the radio, whilst
the Swinton victory in 1926 completed
their most successful ever season that
saw them win all four major trophies up
for competition at that time.

Between then and now both clubs
have enjoyed championship success,
Oldham in the 1950s and Swinton in the
1960s but the clubs have never faced
each other in a major final or semi-final
since the roaring twenties. Nevertheless
there have been some
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Oldham scrum half Frank Pitchford gets a pass away despite the
attentions of Swinton loose forward Albert Bian. Action from the match at

great encounters with
the games usually
played out over the
Christmas or Easter
period when the
holiday crowds would
flock to Station Road
or Watersheddings to
cheer on their
favourites. Just a few
weeks ago another
close match between
these two old rivals
ended with a victory
for Oldham by 24 - 16.
For the benefit of the
game as a whole let
us hope for a long
continuation of the

Station Road on April 20th 1962 - result: Swinton 2 Oldham 2. same.
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WELL MY prediction in an earlier In The
News that things were going to be much
closer and less predictable in both Super
League and the two National Leagues
certainly seems to be proving correct. Last
weekend's Super League results certainly
shocked a few people. As it turned out last
year's top 6 were playing last years bottom
clubs plus Huddersfield, promoted from the
National League - the fixed odd punters
must have thought they were laughing all
the way to the bank - but Huddersfield,
London and Wakefield hadn't read the
script.

The Huddersfield defeat of St. Helens
especially, was a result no-one had foreseen
and according to the reports it was well
deserved. Wigan and Castleford were also
shocked by London and Wakefield and it
appears we have a really competitive Super
League on our hands. Surely this is just
what we want to get the fans back watching
rugby league. This all leaves Leeds at the
top of the league as the only unbeaten side
in the league. One wonders if Leeds can
keep it up this year as they have flattered to
deceive early doors in previous seasons.

Some of the results in the National
League were also surprising; none more so
than the Swinton-Rochdale result. Swinton
had almost come back at Spotland a couple
of weeks ago, but made no mistake at home
to put their first Arriva Trains points on the
board. The results between Doncaster and
Hull KR and Batley and Dewsbury were also
very close and along with the Leigh, Salford
result seems to auger well for a tight finish
in National League One.

On the subject of crowds there are two
contrasting stories to report on this week.
First, on the down side the crowd for the
local derby between Swinton and Rochdale
was a pitiful 391. It is ironic that a meeting |
was at only last year, Swinton were saying
the only way they could support the new

structures put in force this season was if the
Arriva Cup was arranged on a regional
basis so they could have the money
spinning local derbies against Salford,
Oldham and Rochdale. What makes this
even more disappointing is the fact that
Swinton are being praised by all their
opponents as a much better side than any
one expected and are being tipped to fare
well when the league competition comes
into operation.

On the other hand Bradford are hoping
that their home game on 23 May against
Leeds will break the Super League record
crowd of 24,020 at Odsal on 3 September
1999. The Odsal capacity is being raised to
25,000 just prior to that game and the club
are confident of a capacity crowd.

On the home front the result at Barrow
was pleasing, especially with all the injuries
we were carrying. We seemed to battle well,
especially after the dismissal of captain
John Hough and from what | heard the
refereeing decisions seemed to go against
us in general. We really must try and cut
down on the number of penalties we have
conceded in recent games as this is
resulting in a lot of lost possession. We also
conceded two more tries from 25 and 30
metres out which | am sure the coaching
staff will be concerned at and been looking
at in training this week.

Can | end with a moan? Does it annoy
other people who buy both the trade papers
on a Monday morning that some matches
don't only have the same reporters for both
‘rival' papers but almost identical reports?
There might be a shortage of reporters but
surely they could make some attempt to
differentiate between their reports. One
assumes they are being paid twice and we
are certainly forking out twice for the
publications.

NM

Brian Walker

ROUGHYEDS BLockKBUSTER!!!

THANKS to everyone who has loaned or donated photographs or other imagery to be featured

| in the new illustrative book depicting the ups and downs in the colourful history of the

- | Roughyeds.

. The midnight oil has been well and truly burnt and the book is coming on leaps and
bounds, already upto and into the fabulous fifties.

It is illustrated by some tremendous imagery including a fabulous collection of
professionally taken photographs from the 50's and 60's. These alone make the book a
must.

Photographs have come in from far and wide not to mention the comprehensive
collection from within the Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust.

And it's not too late to submit more photographs particularly if they are from between
the 1960's and the present time. Ring either myself on 01457 875084 or Mike Turner on
0161 620 6005. Informal photographs are often the most interesting so don't be shy!

Typical of the images featured in the new book is this delightful painting illustrating the first ever
| match at Watersheddings which was against today's visitors Swinton. It was 1889 and Swinton's

| star threequarter Jim Valentine avoids Oldham’s Bill McCutcheon but is cut off by the Oldham
forwards.

The book which provides a year by year snapshot into the history of Oldham Rugby
League Club is to be published by the Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust and will be
available before Christmas. The price has not yet been set but | can promise you a fabulous
book consisting of well over 300 A4 pages and over 1,000 photographs and paintings. A real
Roughyed’s BLOCKBUSTER!

What happened yesterday is today’s history so this book will have lots for everyone
young or old!
atch this space.
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At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products

J_ you need to get the OPENING UP
_____ =" ight RESULT every time.| [ THE WORLD
Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF OF PROPERTY

y// [ George Hill

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYORS

Branches at:

Oldham, Chadderton,
Timber & Building Supplies Shaw, Middleton,
= Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB Saddleworth,
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk MOSSley, Heywood,
Glossop,
Ashton-U-Lyne and
Huddersfield

Roughyeds website
address:

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

www.roughyeds.co.uk [

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House,Schofteld Street, Oldham,OLS 1QL
e Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goodwin
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WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH

TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX : 0161 624 3743
EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM

Back On The Terraces

. ... With Simon Winnard

SO the outspoken former Lions’ captain Garry
Schofield has called for a ban on all Australian
players and coaches in the Super League. This he
did whilst tipping a series whitewash by the
Kangaroos in this year's Ashes series. Schofield,
well known for his sweeping views following his
retirement from playing, put out a desperate plea
on behalf of the English game in a recent issue of
the Australian magazine '‘Rugby League Week'.

‘Throw the Aussies out and don't let them
come over,' the former Test skipper offered as a
solution when asked how he believed the Lions
could become more competitive.

‘Mike Gregory did a great job coaching the
English Academy to win over the Australian
Schoolboys last year, and we've got some good
youngsters coming through. But they're not given
a chance to play in first grade because we have 33
year old Australians in their way.'

I'm quite sure that Mr Schofield is not an
admirer of the defensive qualities that the
antipodeans bring to our game — but then again
why would he be. Not many of them put a whole
defensive line at risk by rushing out looking for
the glory of an interception try of course. Whilst
the author echoes the former Hull and Leeds
halfback's sentiments, there is perhaps an
argument that the serious problem that he's citing
is actually diminished by his rhetoric.

However, he has saved slightly more face
than esteemed Wigan Chairman, Maurice Lyndsay.
Quite how he can have the audacity to now be
asking for Super League to reduce it's overseas
quota down to two is quite frankly beyond me.
Undoubtedly his beloved Wigan have been one of
the worst offenders over the years under his
stewardship and this | attribute to their ultimate
decline as the game’s leading force. His club have
faltered from one antipodean to the next to fill
their halfback positions — and at some cost.

It is perhaps ironic that the wages paid to
these ageing stars has occurred at the same time
as the club breeching the salary cap. However,
unlike the Canterbury Bulldogs in the NRL, the
Lancashire club have survived relatively
unscathed. It is only now of course that they have
been forced to trim the wage bill and field a
substantially younger team, somewhat lacking in
the experience that the likes of good imports like
Furner undoubtedly bring. So the timing of
Maurice's call to reduce the quota comes as little
surprise — it's just a shame that he couldn't have

seen the light a little earlier.

Throughout Super League we are seeing
other clubs following down that same route, albeit
for more practical financial reasons. Our game is
sadly littered with many examples of poor
management of top flight clubs, this despite
having the benefit of massive television funding —
the ill conceived Hull-Gateshead merger and the
former Oldham Bears club to name but two. It
would now appear that the harsh financial realities
are shaping our game for yet another cyclical era
with the emphasis shifting towards investment in
our own talent and the exclusion of our visitors
from afar. Have we not been here before? Surely
there can be a healthy balance between youth and
experience as well as imports and promising
British players.

Indeed, the likes of Wakefield and Halifax
have entered this season with young squads with
plenty of home grown talent — many of whom
operate in key positions. Troubled Halifax look to
have finally travelled down a familiar route in
order to get over the worse of their financial
difficulties. After surviving a buy-out by Bridgend
Rugby Union club which would have resulted in
the club being 'relocated’ to South Wales, the
worst seems to be over at the Shay.

< o o

In a recent article in League Express,
Stephen Pearson, the former Mayor of Calderdale,
who is one of the key players behind the radical
reorganisation of the club that was announced last
week, revealed that Halifax will go into a Company
Voluntary Arrangement (CVA) immediately, with a
view to having agreed a repayment programme
with its creditors before the end of the Super
League season. A confident Pearson told a press
conference, 'One thing Rugby League should be
taking note of is that our average age, when we
played London, was 21 and a quarter.’

A few questions remain unanswered such as,
If we see a Super League club go into
administration, will that club be automatically
relegated as a result? If not, will good young
squads be enough to stop the West Yorkshire
outfit's freefall out of the top flight or halt Wigan's
fall from grace? As ever, there are interesting
times ahead for our game. One thing is for sure is
that the honeymoon period for over the hill
players looking for a final pay day appears to be
coming to an end and it can't come quick enough
for the author.
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EDDIE: Well, Stevo Bradford get us
underway with a deep kick to the Leeds try
line.

STEVO: I'm afraid the referee’s got it
wrong again, Eddie. Bradford won the toss
so Leeds should have kicked off.

EDDIE: | think you'll find Bradford elected
to kick off, Stevo, rather than choosing
which way to play.

STEVO: Can they do that? | don’t know
why they're always changing the rules as if
the referee hasn't got enough to deal with.

ONE MINUTE IN AND A LEEDS FORWARD
IS VICTIM OF A HIGH SHOT

EDDIE: Whoa! it's warming up out there
between these two old rivals.

STEVO: | don’t know what a player’s got to
do to be sent off these days. The replay
shows he was clearly caught under the
chin.

EDDIE: The referee says it was instinctive
rather than malicious. And the players did
get straight up to play the ball.

STEVO: | don’t care Eddie. He's going to
put the incident on report. It's a cop out.
It'll go to the discipline committee and
they’ll slap his wrist and let him off as
usual. All this calling players by their first
names and trying to be their pal: it’s
ruining the game.

PHIL CLARKE: Not like in your day, eh
Stevo? Players used to belt each other
coming down the tunnel, but once on the
field no-one ever committed a foul for fear
of Billy Thomson sorting them out. |
believe six matches (or even six years)
was the usual punishment, then?

STEVO: That’s right, Clarkey one of our
lads got SINE DIE for feeding the scrum!

LEEDS SCORE A TRY BUT IT'S REFERRED

TO THE VIDEO REFEREE

EDDIE: That’s a great try off a superb kick
but the referee just wants to check for
offside and the grounding.

STEVO: It's N.O. T.R.Y. for me. If you look
at it you'll see the wingman is a
thousandth of a millimetre in front of the
kicker, so he’s got to be off.

EDDIE: Well, he's gone past that and is
looking at the grounding, so he must be
satisfied they were on.

STEVO: | don’t know how he can say that:
his bootlace was obviously in front.
Anyway, if you watch the grounding he’s
lost control so it's definitely N.O. T.R.Y.

BIG SCREEN VERDICT COMES UP: TRY

STEVO: | can only say he’s got that wrong
- AGAIN. These video referees baffle me: |
don't know what they think they’re doing
sat there not agreeing with me. | can
referee this game from the commentary
box. In fact Stuart Cummings should sack
the lot and I'll run the game from up here.

HALF TIME APPROACHES AND THE
HOOTER GOES

STEVO: The timekeeper’s got that wrong:
there’s still two minutes to play | should
know I've got one of these Tissot watches
for being commentator of the century. And
have you seen? The referee and touch
judges have gone down the wrong tunnel.
Can’t they get anything right?

EDDIE: A thrilling game, finely balanced

and all to play for in the second half with
Leeds leading by 12 points to 10.

SEAN McRAE: That's right Eddie. It's been
a magnificent 40 minutes of no holds
barred rugby with some big hits in defence
and some sparkling attacking play.

STEVO: This coffee’s cold.

MPC Systems

LComponents

Lomputer
Kingdom

Featherstall Rd North

Oldham
0161 622 0951

www.computerkingdom. co.uk

‘[EPSONzCanon
Inkjet Cartridges

Black £4.5

OUr' Ws
Both 69.99

\_ Jettec Compatible Excludes some models

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Te1 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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I T ERMNATIONAL

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

w.pilgrim-international.co.uk

785 7700
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Traced's Tittle Tattle

D’ye know “You think the best of everybody,

Paul Anderson don’t you Shaz? You could make

from the Chris Hamilton seem like Mother

Coliseum?” | Theresa, you're so kind hearted.

said. “What?" (That's double the price for my

Shaz said, a season ticket next season now!)

bit puzzled. “Is | told her then that his girl

he an actor?” friend's Tommy Martyn's sister.

“No, not “Oooh Tommy Martyn!” she said,

y Oldham “now | could believe he were an

Coliseum, it's actor from the Coliseum. If anybody

what they call just shoved him o'er he'd lie there

Hilton Park as though he were dead.” “Hey
that'll be why he used to wear them

now.
“You're jokin,” she laughed, “the gloves | bet,” | joked. “Tommy'’ll

real Coliseum in Rome’s better
preserved than Hilton Park!”
“Pompeii’s better preserved than
Hilton Park and that's a complete
ruin. It had better facilities too -
they had state provided premises
for certain sports!”

“D’ye know why he wore them
gloves?” Shaz asked. “Not really,” |
said, “But he was signed to give
some ‘presence’ to the backs, so
perhaps it's so he won’t mark
anybody if he hits them.” “Oh no”,

have told him he'd better treat his
sister with velvet gloves.”

But Shaz took it seriously; you
could see her thinkin'. “That'd be a
funny sensation,” she said,
eventually, “but wouldn’t you think
he'd have taken ‘em off to play
rugby?. Somebody must have told
him though ‘cos he doesn't wear
‘em any more.”

Love & Kizses,

she said, “"He wouldn’t do that, I'm TM
sure.”

Business Mobile Solutions

PENNINE TELECOM PUTS YOU IN THE PICTURE
For the BEST BUSINESS TARIFFS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS,

taikto PENINE TELECOM CALL: 0800 633333

or email: sales@penninetelecom.com or visit our web site www.penninetelecom.com
Pennine House, Salford Street, Bury, Lancs, BL9 6YA,

o Penninetelecom
-V
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If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank, convert

Call into Oldham, Failsworth
or Shaw Jobcentres

We can offer:
» A wide selection of jobs - full and part time

¢ The Royal Bank
&R of Scotland

* Information on training opportunities

* Local and National Jobsearches

* Help with Jobsearch skills

* Additional help for Single Parents

« Advice on Working Families' Tax Credit

+ Extra help for people with health problems

Office opening hours:-
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.00am to 4.30pm

Wednesday 10.00am to 4.30pm
Friday 9.00 to 4.00pm

3~.

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in tland No. 90312

For information on all courses including
Sports, Fitness, Recreation & Therapies
FREEPHONE the Oldham Learning Line

0800 269 480

The Oldham College, Rochdale Road, Oldham, OL9 9AA. Tel: 0161 624 5214 Fax: 0161 785 4234 [Siakttats

A GREAT PLACE TO LEARN

Business Mobile Solutions

PENNINE TELECOM PUTS YOU IN THE PICTURE
For the BEST BUSINESS TARIFFS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS,

talk to pennine tececon CALL: 0800 633333

or email: sales@penninetelecom.com or visit our web site www.penninetelecom.com
Pennine House, Salford Street, Bury, Lancs, BL9 6YA.

s Penninetelecom
: 4
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The power & protection

behind Britain’s top rugby players

The Official drinks and nutrition Sponsors of Oldham Rugby League Club

Britain’s most popular and effective sports
nutrition brand for achieving your physique
and performance goals..

Improved rehydration
Pack on muscle size
Increase raw strength

Safe,
natural, legal
& drug free
supplements,

Lose excess bodyfat
Increase energy

m

| |

2l

B Develop explosive power
m

=

W Gain increased mental focus
8

Boost your immune system

Whatever your goals... You'll find numerous
scientifically proven supplements specific
to your training & physique goals.

3 easy ways to contact and buy from us...

1) Maximuscle supplements are available from
JJB, L.A fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,
Health & diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi
stores and all good gyms, sports and health
food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour
catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:
www.maximuscle.com

wwrw. mazimuscie.com

X MUSERE

Snorts nutrition at its best

Gareth Barber - Oldham

Does the kit fif?

Paul Anderson

ANDO. Gets up at 9 am and breakfasts on
toast, later in the morning he has a jacket
potato and plain pasta, definitely none of the
Lee Doran tuna specials (“they stink just like
him" - ha ha).

Travelling to away games he sits next to
anybody who will put up with him. He likes to
talk about world affairs and other important
matters, which he finds interesting but others
tend to be bored with. On the question of the
now discarded gloves he admitted he was
just a slave to fashion.

He's not generally superstitious but he
does make a habit of taking the dog for a
walk prior to settling off for the day's
games. When at Leigh, during the course
of the week, the coach Paul Terzis would
give his coaching advice at the evening
coaching session and on the afternoon
of the match just pop his head round the
changing room door and say “Enjoy”,
that was the only word he spoke. He
doesn’t know if that is an example of
the best or worst coaching advice ever
given but he certainly found it different.

He thinks Molly is doing a really
great job as coach especially as he is
new to the role and it can't be easy
with the dual responsibility of player
coach, especially as he plays at
prop. He considers lan Millward as
the most inspirational coach he has
played for. He just instilled confidence
and self-belief in his players and was
very straightforward. He just said it as
it was - direct but constructive.
Best/Worst Changing Room
Best - Boundary Park (It's nice to
be able to have a bath on your
own)

Worst - Salford (You keep

banging your head on the

ceiling)

Best/Worst Playing Surface

Best - Knowsley Rd

Worst - Hurst Cross (in the

mud) el
Best/Worst Food

Best Barrow (Don't normally
eat after a game but when

it's actually Pizza Hut pizza
how can you refuse).

Worst - that very local club, no

names mentioned, who keep providing that
meat and potato mess.
As to look a likes when the players were
watching a comedian, Joey Blower, he told
him he looked like Eric Cantona, but he's not
saying who he said Molly looked liked.
Molly’s just walked in the office and said it
was actually a FAT ERIC CANTONA. Ando
has also been told he looks like Dean Martin.
Joke. Mitch says Ando's the worst teller of a
joke he's ever heard. Funeral Director Ronald
Supp. Sign on front of Funeral Parlour -
PEOPLE BURIED - R. SUPP.

Mitch




100 Cumberland Greats

Oldham Labour
Party
Continuing its
support for

OLpHAM RLFC

OFFICES
Michael Meacher MP Phil Woolas MP ./ David Heyes MP
Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & ;/ Ashton-U-Lyne
Saddleworth
Lord Chambers Lord Chambers Suite 4 St Michaels Court
11 Church Lane 11 Church Lane St Michaels Sq
Oldham OL1 3AN Oldham OL1 3AN Ashton-under-Lyne
Oldham OL6 6XN

0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248

0161 331 9307

Coun. David Jones

Leader Oldham
Labour Group

Lord Chambers
11 Church Lane

Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 628 8346

ROBERT GATE'S excellent 100 CUMBERLAND GREATS has just been
released and is a must for all rugby league fans.

Oldham supporters can read about and relate to ex Cumbrian Roughyeds
Fred Ashworth, Joe Ferguson, Frank Foster, Sid Little, Alan McCurrie,
Jimmy Parkinson, Geoff Robinson, Billy Dixon, Tim Fletcher,

Tom Holliday, James Lomas, Joe Owens, John Rae and lke Southward.

The book written
by the greatest
rugby league
author of them
all is
excellently
illustrated and
is available
from all good ————
bookshops or from Robert himse
at:

Mount Pleasant Cottage,
Ripponden Bank,
Ripponden, HX6 4JL.
Price £12.99 postage free.
Published by Tempus Publishing, The Mill, Brinscombe Port, Stroud, GL5 2QG.
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Words of Wilson

.. . by lan Wilson

WHAT a cracking weekend last
weekend was for the credibility of
Super League. It wasn'’t just the wins
for Huddersfield at home to Saints, and
for London at Wigan, and Wakefield at
Cas, but also Widnes only losing to
Bradford on goal kicks, and Halifax
giving Leeds a good run for their
money. There was only Warrington who
let the side of the underdogs down, and
even then, they only lost by 13 points,
to Hull.

The attendance figures were not so
good, it has to be said — but perhaps
they should only be looked at over two
consecutive rounds, to get an accurate
assessment. Most unusually, only
Wigan of the ‘big five’ were at home,
and we all know how fickle their
‘supporters’ are (not to mention what
some of them still think of Mr Whelan’s
JJB Stadium). And on top of that it was
Mothers' Day.

With some cracking fixtures coming
up, as well as the Easter programme
and two very attractive Challenge Cup
semi finals, you really get the feeling
that the game is on a high at least at
the top club level. Wouldn't it be great,
too, to see RFL taking advantage of the
current chaos in Welsh Rugby Union by
announcing firm expansion plans in the
principality, to follow on the forthcoming
Conference structure there?

It is interesting to link the signs of
greater Super League competitiveness
with the current debates on salary caps
and overseas quotas. | heard the great
Mr Lindsey last week supporting a
reduction of the overseas quota to two
players per club, and after almost
choking on the bare-faced cheek of the
man, who was most responsible for the

huge recent growth of Aussie influence,
and for out-of-line growth in players’
salaries, | had to admit that his
arguments had a lot to be said for
them.

What attracts spectators in large
numbers, and persuades them to keep
coming? Ideally, there are surely three
components needed — good quality
rugby league, with players being seen
to give of their best, and a degree of
uncertainty over the outcome. (Of
course, off field factors have some
relevance too — price, facilities, access,
atmosphere, etc. But | really think the
above three, which relate to the
entertainment provided on the field, are
the most important ones.)

Did Brett Kenny contribute to
attracting and keeping extra
supporters? Or Peter Sterling? Or
Jason Smith, today? In each case,
surely, the answer is yes — because
they added/add to the quality of what is
on offer. So did Jonathan Davies, or
Martin Offiah, from rugby union, for the
same reason. It would be utter folly to
bring in rules, whether on overseas
quotas or salary caps, which prevent
clubs from making such signings.

On the other hand, it is criminal to
see hard-earned money flowing out of
the game into the pockets of
journeymen or has-been Aussies, when
it could much more usefully be
channelled into club and player
development, including within the
amateur game, in the UK.

So sensible quotas and sensible
salary caps, | say — and onwards and
upwards for the whole UK game.

WEe’ve CURED SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
HEADACHES AND SCHOOL UNIFORM
R F OR Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
TE OUGHYED S all Major Sports
[ Manufacturers RUGBY EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY
of upholstery Specialist Suppliers of School
fillings for over Uniform at best Prices
a century, Platt PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED
& Hill make MAIL ORDER & DELIVERY SERVICE
foam and fibre AVAILABLE
fillings of the <>
highest quality PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
right here in 93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
Oldham. OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7JJ
Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
Platt & Hill 24 HR ANSWERPHONE
Belgrave Mill e.mail: saddsports @lycos.co.uk
Fitton Hill Road www.saddleworthsports.gbr.uk
Oldham OL8 2LZ <>
Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408 R DO
#

DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
'FAX: 01457 - 871940
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nalnly gotoffto a flying start wnth
bumper crowds turning up to watch some exciting
clashes between the National League clubs. The
opening weekend alone saw three crowds of over
3,000.

The action on the field was excellent too in those
early stages, with notable clashes including Leigh
and Salford"s draw at Hilton Park, Hull KR's narrow
win at York and Keighley Cougars' home win over
Doncaster.

And the competition continued at a steady pace
over the ensuing weeks, as the 20 teams involved
jostled for places in the quarter-finals.

Several of those teams are still jostling, with only
Whitehaven and Salford mathematically certain of
progression at the time of writing.

Predictably, some interest has been lost at the
clubs who have struggled, particularly in the stands,
where crowds have dropped off. But that was
always going to happen, and is extremely difficult to
avoid.

An aspect of the competition that may need
scrutiny ahead of next season is the cross-group
fixtures that have been artificially created. They are
when a team plays a side from a different group, to
take the number of fixtures up to ten per club.

One of the main problems has been that the
cross-group games are always between a team
from National League One and NL2 — creating
potentially one-sided games that are hardly
attractive to supporters.

It hasn't been the case in every instance —
Keighley beat Doncaster in their cross-group game,
and Sheffield defeated Batley. And Chorley will have
welcomed their clashes against Leigh after making

League Express

Every Monday

From your newsagent

Salford City Reds take on struggling Gateshead

Thunder was ludicrous. As a result, Thunder
conceded almost 200 points inside five days and
saw a record low 172 turn up to their home clash.

The extra fixtures also seem to take the
competition past its public interest levels — eight
games per team should have been enough, and by
now most supporters are ready for the start of the
National Leagues.

It's an issue that needs addressing when the
powers that be sit down and decide where to take
the competition next year.

But there should still be plenty of exciting clashes
to look forward to in these last two weekends of
action — the players very rarely let us down in the
entertainment stakes do they? Enjoy today's game.

=
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Dear Members,
Well the big news, I'm sure you're all aware
of is that the Jackpot Accumulator of £750 was

SpPoNsORS OF CLuB CAsH

v;/‘onA?tr; Weiek 1T5 gy Mrs l: Catrr'c:ll, at:elg:ular at QUEENS ARMS
the Albion Inn. Today on the pitch, at half time, we

will be doing the Club Cash Agents Draw. What's ROCHDALE ROAD,
an Agents Draw | hear you saying? Well it's a new OLDHAM

incentive to all our Agents/Collectors, the men and
women who by collecting your money ensure the
success of the lottery. They will be entered in the
draw every month and the lucky winner will
receive a shopping voucher from Sainsburys. We
are very grateful for their generous suppoort of our
lottery and this is just another thank you to the
people who help to support the club.

Adele, Chris & Joanie
invite all rugby fans to enjoy pre &
aftermatch drinks every home game.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
WARM & FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

WE STILL HAVE SOME VACANCIES ON THE CLUB’S TRIP TO THE
POWERGEN CHALLENGE CuP FINAL ON 26TH APRIL.

We leave on Friday 25th April, returning on Sunday 27th April. The all inclusive

price including Dinner, Bed and Breakfast on two days and a £30- ticket for the

game is £195 (£185 for Elite Club Members) Please contact the club ASAP on
0161 628 3677 for further details and/or to book for the trip.

Lotteny Weinnens Week 17

Lotteny Wennens Week 16

Andrew Johnson, Oldham £300 (5102
Malcolm Brogan, Oldham £100 B1347
C. Woodward, Middleton £10  B8750
D. L. Simrock, Oldham  £10  B9510
D. Sneyo, Shaw £10  B9627
Winnie Grady, Sun Inn~ £10  C7263
M. Divener, Oldham £10  B7309

Dackpor Accumautaton W

J. Mayer, Church Inn £300 (5844
Mrs Dawson, Oldham £100 B2569
M. Horton, Chadderton ~ £10  C5093
Vanessa Haslam, Oldham £10 B1712
Lisa Grady, Sun Inn £10  A4793
David Miller, Bridge Inn £10  C3689
S. Donnelly, Shton-U-Lyne £10  B3736

Jackpot Accumaulaton

13-15-22-27 7-4-12-2
No Winner - Won - £100
Next Week . £100 N. J. Garlick, C/O Post Office |

Roughyeds website address: www.roughyeds.co.uk
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In Yer Face

ON THis Day

e...With Don Yates

A RECENT atrticle in the Observer was
reflecting on the popularity of sport in the
years after the Second World War and,
across a range of sports, commented on the
large and enthusiastic crowds. Rugby League
got the following mention:—

“When Warrington and Halifax replayed
the 1954 Challenge Cup final, the queue of
cars stretched back over the Pennines as
fans descended on Bradford's Odsal stadium.
Even though Laurel and Hardy were playing
at the Alhambra Theatre just down the road,
the crowd at Odsal was 102,569, a world

record for Rugby League — and yes. is
ibl

They just have to do it don't they?
Somewhere along the line there's always a
cheap jibe about our game — and this is an
article which went on to mention greyhound
racing. No wonder Rugby League writers are
always taking offence! After all, just because
you're paranoid doesn't mean to say they're
not out to get you!

<> <& <
At this stage of the season both Super
League and the Arriva Trains' Cup are
providing some close results and, indeed,
some surprises. This has to be good for the
game and hopefully will encourage spectators
to turn out in greater numbers in anticipation
of many more close contests.

Last weekend Huddersfield, Wakefield
and London all secured excellent victories
while Widnes and Halifax ran Bradford and
Leeds close. One would like to think that
these results will be the forerunners of many
more evenly balanced contests, but of course
some clubs have paper thin squads and
injuries can bite deep later in the season.

In the Arriva Trains' Cup and the
Challenge Cup there have been outstanding
results for Hunslet, Chorley and Swinton. In
addition York City Knights look to be building
a more than useful squad and whatever the
outcome of the current competition this all
bodes well for the start of National Leagues
One and Two at Easter. Both divisions are
shaping up to be ultra competitive, although
there has to be concern about the problems
at Gateshead and, to a lesser degree, about
the strength of squad at London Skolars.

Although Workington and Sheffield have not
yet done themselves justice, both clubs are
capable of overcoming temporary setbacks.
Similarly, neither Oldham nor Batley in the
higher division have yet to hit their best form
but both sides have sufficient quality to
provide stiff opposition and secure more than
their fair share of victories. So, stand by for
what could be the best year yet for
competitive action since the introduction of
summer rugby in 1995-96.

L3 <& <
As ever with Rugby League there are plenty
of issues to provoke controversy. At senior
level the issue of Under 21 football has left
Oldham — and others — in a less than
satisfactory situation because there are too
few teams outside Super League willing or
able to run sides. No wonder Leigh
Centurions opted out to play at a different
level but, as ever, decisions are being made
on the hoof rather than being properly
planned and implemented.

Meanwhile, it distresses me to read week
by week in League Express — and locally in
the Oldham Chronicle — about ongoing
disputes in the running of junior football. It
should be the objective of everyone involved
with youngsters to provide as many as
possible with the opportunity to play the game
in the best conditions available. All too often
one gets the impression that some individuals
are more concerned to stop youngsters
participating in our great sport than to
facilitate opportunities for them. Yes, there
have to be rules governing the administration
of the sport, but at the same time there needs
to be an exercise of that rare commodity —
common sense. | hope the unification of the
game at all levels will bring this quality to
bear. On past evidence however, don't hold
your breath, because there are those who
wallow in the prestige of their positions and
are totally inflexible in their opinions. In the
past too many young players have left the
sport in their teenage years because there
comes a time when they can see for
themselves what is going on. Every youngster
who drops out is a condemnation of our
failure to nurture their talent or interest. It has
to stop.

DURING the 1927-28 season Swinton
swept all before them, winning the
Lancashire Championship, the Lancashire
Cup, the Challenge Cup and the League
Championship. They lost only six of 47
matches that season but

one of those defeats

occurred on Good
Friday, 6th April
when Oldham
visited Station
Road and

inflicted upon

the Lions their
only home

defeat of the
season. A crowd

of 20,000 saw
Swinton score
twice as many tries
as the Roughyeds but
it was Oldham who
triumphed, 9-8. Winger
Chris Brockbank
scored a couple of tries for Swinton but
second-row forward Bert Morris could land
only one goal. Centre Sid Rix scored the
Oldham try and his wing partner Abe
Johnson kicked the three goals which
brought victory to the Roughyeds.

Abe Johnson

Swinton also won the Championship
during the previous season, 1926-27, so,
not surprisingly, they had several players
who gained international recognition. On
Wednesday 6th April 1927, England beat
Wales 11-8 at the Cliff, Broughton. Swinton
had three players involved in that match,
one winger, Chris Brockbank played for
England and another winger, Frank Evans,
played for Wales. Billo Rees was the third
Swinton player, he was scrum-half for
Wales.

Another Welsh international who played
for Swinton was prop-forward Owen Phillips.
On Sunday 6th April 1952 he was included
in the Welsh pack for a match against
France in Bordeaux. A couple of Oldham
forwards were also included in the Welsh
pack that day. They were second-row

forward Charlie Winslade and loose-forward
Bryn Goldswain. Unfortunately Wales lost all
four of their internationals that season
although the defeat in France was much
closer than the 20 points to twelve scoreline
would suggest. Each nation scored two tries
but legendary full-back Puig-Aubert landed
seven goals for France whilst Wales could
muster only three, one of those landed by
Goldswain.

On Saturday 6th April 1996 France
registered another victory, and a shock one
at that, when their schoolboys defeated
England schoolboys 28-22 at Bagneres-de-
Bigorre. It was the first French victory at this
level for 14 years. A member of the English
schools squad during that trip to France was
Gareth Barber, now with the Roughyeds,
whilst three other local members of the
English squad were lan Ure, Danny
Sculthorpe and Kevin Sinfield.

On Wednesday 6th April 1949 a crowd
of 12,000 was attracted to Borough Park,
Workington for the opening County
Championship match of the season,
Cumberland v. Yorkshire. All three counties
had defeated Australia earlier in the season
so the Championship was wide open. It was
Cumberland who eventually came out on
top, beating Yorkshire 14-0 and then going
on to clinch the title. Oldham stand-off Ken
Ward made his one and only county
appearance for Yorkshire in that match
whilst on the wing for Yorkshire was a player
who later became a big favourite here in
Oldham, Batleys John Etty.

Twenty-eight years ago, on Sunday 6th
April 1975, second-row forward Steve
Herbert made a sensational debut for
Oldham. He scored two tries as Oldham
defeated Barrow 21-19 at Watersheddings.
Herbert had been signed from Leigh junior
rugby and went on to make 139
appearances for the Roughyeds, scoring 27
tries and seven goals during the following
six years. He was then transferred to
Barrow who, no doubt, remembered his
devastating introduction into senior rugby.




STATS ann FACTS

APPEARANCES & SCORERS SEASON 2003

PLAYER AprP Sue Tres Goas D/G P1s
Gavin Dodd 9 0 6 0 0 24
lain Marsh 8 1 1 0 0 4
Jon Goddard 7 0 3 0 0 12
Paul Anderson 8 1 3 0 0 12
Joe McNicholas 5 1 1 0 0 4
Simon Svabic 5 5 0 22 0 44
Neil Roden 8 0 1 0 2 6
Steve Molloy 8 1 0 0 0 0
John Hough 6 2 2 0 0 8
Martin McLoughlin 4 4 0 0 0 0
Lee Doran 10 0 3 0 0 12
Chris Morley 6 3 1 0 0 4
Phil Farrell 7 0 4 0 0 16
Gareth Barber 5 4 4 13 0 42
Gavin Johnson 0 1 0 0 0 0
Ryan Stazicker 7 2 2 0 0 8
Danny Guest 1 2 0 0 0 0
Chris Campbell 4 0 2 0 0 8
Anthony Murray - 1 1 0 0 “
Chris Irwin 6 0 3 0 0 12
Will Cowell 3 0 0 0 0 0
Darren Shaw 2 3 0 0 0 0
Keith Brennan 2 4 1 0 0 4
Dane Morgan 3 1 1 0 0 4
Adam Sharples 0 1 0 0 0 0
Jason Clegg 0 2 0 0 0 0
Paul Norton 2 1 0 0 0 0
ARRIVA TRAINS NATIONAL LEAGUE CUP - WEST

P WDL F A Diff PTS
Salford City Reds 7 6 1 0 41076 334 13
Leigh Centurions 8 6 1 1 241 150 91 13
Rochdale Hornets 8 4 1 3 226 197 29 9
Oldham 8 3 1 4 188 214 -26 7
Swinton Lions 7 1 0 6 84 252-168 2

<7)

GRIMWOOD & DIX LTD

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

LANSDOWNE TRADING
SERVICES LTD.

FLATS ® CURTAINSIDERS AND EXTENDERS
To ALL PARTS oF UK AND EUROPE

4 LanspowNE RoAD - CHADDERTON - OLDHAM, OL9 9EF |
TeL. 0161 626 1141 - Fax 0161 628 7078
MosiLe 07974 127082

Tudor House

Tudor Industrial Estate
Ashton St., Dunkinfield Lancashire SK16 4RN
Tel. 0161 344 2849 Fax 0161 308 5020

Innovative and committed lawyers to the business and private sectors

northainleyhalliwell

North Ainley Halliwell

Solicitors

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 1PS
Tel: 0161 624 5614 Fax: 0161 678 8380
e-mail:_info@northainley.co.uk

web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

SUNSET

N ATIONA AL
CONSERVATORIES

Sunset National Conservatories Ltd.

Head Office, Waddington Street, Oldham, Greater Manchester OL9 6QH
Tel: 0161 624 5962 - Fax: 0161 628 2575
email: sunsetnational@aol.com
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Paul Anderson Gareth Barber ‘ ‘d i s D n s :
Chris Campbell CRASH REPAIR CENTRE v i (AR AT
Hathershaw Technology Kathryn Heptonstall/ Livermore & Knight
College Kathryn Mottram Oldham Liberal Democrats Limited Amega Labels
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT The Label Specialists
REPAIR SPECIALISTS ey T
Jason Clegg Will Cowell Gavin Dodd (AN RN T
Gaskell's Mike Neild Builders Revolution Radio Approved repairers to all i ey -
leading insurance companies
Telephone
Pl o1 Phil Farrell Jon Goddard # 1
W. J. Lewis
bt et s ot ol bl 0161 627 400
0161 624 1904
Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Chris Irwin Oldham OL4 1JG
Danny Guest John Hough Aspul Catering
John Barrett Fred Laughton Equipment Co.
(via Monarch Metals) 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -+
Telephone: 01785 818231 Fax: 01785 816310
I.S.D.N. 01785 814904
Gavin Johnson Daryl Lacey ’ \ Martin McLoughlin
Mason Group Nautilus Health & Fitness “ ’ Computer Kingdom
lain Marsh E
West Pennine Joe McNicholas -, =i Steve Molloy
Truck Rental lan Taylor _" |  Harry Long Plumbers
(via Monarch Metals) .

Chris Morley Anthony Murray Paul Norton
Dronsfields Mercedes Computer Kingdom John Battye
N
Andy Proctor Neil Roden -; Darren Shaw ' e i
Nautilus Health & Fitness Monarch Metals | . Mick Harrop 2 » J
> E
’T S MORE The Worlds Best Door

Simon Svabic EXPENSIVE NOT TO Safety System from

- “
Ryan Stazicker Y3
Computer Kingtlom @ .“ s?&“ﬁ?ﬁhﬁzn

Safety Assured (Manchester) Ltd

Riave | (@LE)C@Z/—\\?;C ORSHIE 8 18 hivbgeniremsian | ORPELY
_r) é][y(él.? =) . S( — ’_Fj;)d" j./_) www.finger-protector.com
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Date OPPONENT Rsir

DECEMBER 2002 F- A
28 Roctoate Horvers  LawC W 28-22 2,141
JANUARY 2003
19 LeiGH CENTURIONS NLC L 1422 3070
26  East Huw CCR3 W 32-6 1270
FEBRUARY
02 Rochoace Horvers  NLC D 22-22 2,050
03 London Broncos CCR4 L 1242 1014
23 Swintow Lions NLC W 2416 923
MARCH
02 Barrow RiDERS NLC W
09 Saroro CiyRens NLC L
16 LeiGH CENTURIONS NLC L

CC OF
23 RoctoaHomwers NLC L 25-34 1,314
30 BarRow RaIDERS NLC W 23-16 781
APRIL
06  SwinTon Lions NLC H
13 SaroroCityReos NLC A

CC SF
17 Rocupae Horwers ~ NL 1 H
21  Doncaster Drasons  NL 1 A P
26 CC FinaL
MAY
04  DewssuRy Rams NL1 H
11 SaroroCiyReos NL1 A

50-11 1,280
4-62 2,839
26-31 1,945

18 NL C OF
25  LeigH CenTuRIONs NL 1 H
JUNE

01 Huit Kmeston Rovers NL1 A
08 NL C SF

15 WHITERAVEN NL1 H
22  Bariey BuLLooGs NL 1 A
29 RocHpaLe Horners  NL1 A
JuLy

06 NL C FinaL
13 FEATHERSTONE R. NL1 H

20 Doncasven Dracons NL1  H
27  Dewsaury Rams NLT A
AUGUST

03 SamroroCyReos NL1 H
10  LeiGH CENTURIONS NL 1 A
17 Hu KR NL1 H
24 WHITEHAVEN NLT A
31 Baney BuLLooss NL1 H
07  FeatHeRsSTONE R, NL1T A

0LoHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S TACKLE
RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN AND WELCOMES ALL
PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC
OR RACIAL ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME
AND RACIST CHANTS ARE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.
ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

Matchball Sponsor

OLDHAM LABOUR
GROUP

Man of the Match Sponsor
OLDHAM EVENING
CHRONICLE

Champagne Moment Sponsor

WIiNoS oF OLDHAM &
EDDIE LUCKRAFT

Oldham RLFCS
Guests For The Day

VBF BLINDS OF
CHADDERTON
(633 0001)
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