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at the very heart of the North West

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable
place to live, work or visit in the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace
and Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor
shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the M60 motorway, which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.
The arrival of the Metrolink tram system possibly by 2006 and the
continued development of the Cultural Quarter and south Union
Street areas of the town centre will further strengthen the appeal
of the Borough for investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including
a new Business Management School, exciting developments in
tourism and the arts like the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, the newly
opened Rochdale Canal and the new Gallery Oldham and the
attractions of the Borough become even more inviting.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911
4707, Fax 0161 911 4936. E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or
visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk or www.visitoldham.co.uk
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The Rosglupeds

Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

14 WATERLOO STREET
OLpHAm OL1 1SQ

TELEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHor: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton,
Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Steve Molloy
ASSISTANT COACH
Andy Proctor
SENIOR ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
CLus CAPTAIN
Phil Farrell
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Nic Walker, Louise Waters
& Clare Gross
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
MEDIA & MARKETING MANAGER
Nigel Marland
GENERAL MANAGER
Robin Highfield
LOTTERY MANAGER
John Mitchell
SECRETARY
Lorraine Rowbottom
PROGRAMME EDITORS
Nigel Marland & Brian Walker

Crue HONOURS
A J Law Cup Winners
1998, 1999/2000, 2003
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001
HALL oF FAME MEMBERS
(sPoNsORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-59
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

Tie Hot SaT

Christopher Hamilton

IT WOULD probably be fair to
say that last weeks
‘homecoming' was something
of a disappointment. Playing
amateur opposition is always
hard - firstly it doesn't fire up
the spectators enthusiasm and
secondly it is hard for the
players to stay focussed.

Nevertheless the main
objective was achieved in that
we won the game and
although not as many people
attended as | would have liked
the crowd of 1270 was the
sixth highest of the third round
ties.

Our ‘reward' was, as you will probably know, an away tie at
London Broncos on Sunday 9th February. Every club that
makes it to the fourth round dreams of a big game against one
of the top Super League sides so we are disappointed but,
although we will not make a lot of money out of the game, it will
be an experience for the club as we have not played the
Broncos before and hopefully plenty of you will travel down to
get behind the lads.

Before looking to today’'s game | sincerely hope that
BARLA's decision to ‘unify’ with the RFL will be the start of the
whole game moving forward following the strides made by the
new management at Red Hall. Certainly from speaking to
Maurice Oldroyd he feels it is the way forward and lets hope
things work out.

Rochdale come to town today in what, as ever, is sure to
be a fiercely fought contest. We need to register our first win in
the Arriva Trains Cup competition but with local derbies form
counts for nothing and we know we will need to improve on our
two previous weeks performances to get a win today.

We will also be keeping a close eye on today’s game as
we have implemented two new initiatives for this game. The first
was via Revolution Radio whereby buying an adult ticket in
advance enabled a child to go free and the second was via a
new link up with the Oldham Chronicle who printed vouchers for
presentation at the turnstile today with the same offer.

We are making a concerted effort to increase the number
of young spectators to our games and will have various offers in
place throughout the season. As ever your help is vital and if
possible take up these offers yourself or encourage others to do
S0.

Enjoy the game,
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MHalloy s Message

ALTHOUGH we were here last week | feel that today is the
official home coming of the Roughyeds and | hope that the
- | added bonus of a local derby will whet the appetite of the
| supporters.

: Rochdale and Oldham games are always hard fought

| encounters and today will be no exception.

Like ourselves Rochdale have new personnel in their
| ranks and have a lot of Super League experience in lan
Watson, Paul Southern and more recently Jon Roper.

After our first Arriva Cup and Challenge Cup games it's
| important that we compete and play to our potential and
don't turn over cheap possession which we were probably
guilty of in our first two games.

| am pleased with the way Paul Anderson has settled in
and as well as creating a couple last week he managed to
cross for one himself. Anthony Murray and Chris Campbell
also took their opportunites well and have given me a selection headache for today. But
| feel a successful Oldham side must have competition for places. | feel for Danny
Guest who broke his thumb last week and will be sidelined for probably six weeks,
Danny worked very hard in the close season to lose weight and improve his game and
early signs looked like this was paying dividends, but unfortunately that's the nature of
sport.

Enjoy the game,

Steve

Roughyeds website address:

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

JOHN WILLIE 0161-284 9000

T‘.'- RIS MATES.

aPACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS
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DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
Welders, Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616
WisH ORLFC EVERY SUCCESS FOR 2003

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) LTD.

OLDHAM DEPOT

Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your
Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2003Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTure REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.0.T. RepAIRs - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREET - OLbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949

LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

BeEsTt WISHES
TO
OLpHAM RLFC

UnNits 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Satr  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

PN

Marshall
Pumps

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Momber ol the
GGUBUTORS f) ASIGoN

(pda’

OF GREAT BRITC

Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA
Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk
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Warren Ayres - Half back/Hooker: Left Salford to
gain regular first team experience with Hornets.
Took a while to settle, but established himself last
term and produced several match winning
performances. A ball playing half back with a great
turn of speed, his father Warren,was a big Hornets
favourite in the 70's.

Damian Ball - Loose Forward: A player who
tasted Grand Final success with Dewsbury. Joined
Hornets before the start of last season adding his
classy ball handling skills to an already impressive
pack. Renowned as a creative player he is also a
regular points scorer.

Matt Bateman - Winger: Product of St Helens
youth development he joined Hornets from
Swinton in the close season. A regular points
scorer throughout his career he is hoping for a big
season with Hornets this term.

James Bunyan - Second Row: Left Doncaster
midway through 2001 season due to their
financial problems. Has strengthened Hornets
squad with his power and speed and can be called
on to play in a number of different positions if
needed. A relentless tackler and regular try scorer.
Sean Cooper - Centre: Signed from Oldham in
November 1998, Sean combines pace and power
on attack and defence whether playing Centre or
on the Wing. Has experience of playing at the top
level and is consistently near the top of Hornets
try scoring list.

Andy Grundy: Another product of Wigan's youth
development arrived at Hornets in the close
season after a spell at Chorley Lynx. At 24 years of
age he still has the best years of his career in front
of him and will be looking for a big season at
Hornets.

Matt Long - Prop: Signed on the eve of the 2002
season from Widnes, Matt is the son of a former
Dewsbury and Bradford star. He is a tremendous
physical presence on the field and scores more
than his fair share of tries for a Prop.

Casey Mayberry - Centre, Winger: Another
addition to the squad last season, joining from
Halifax Blue Sox. A pacey player who can play
anywhere across the backs. Is capable of scoring
tries from anywhere on the field and has become
a great favourite with the fans.

Mick Nanyn - Centre: Another close season coup
when he signed for Hornets. He was Swinton’s
leading try and points scorer for the last two
seasons. Reliable goal kicker.

Paul Owen - Full Back/Stand Off: An elusive
runner and reliable under the high ball Paul

reinforced his reputation last year with a series of
solid, eye-catching displays. A great favourite with
the fans, pulls of tremendous one-on-one tackles
and is a regular try scorer.
Gareth Price - Prop: Another young player who
signed in the close season and is looking to
further his development and achieve success at
Hornets.
Wes Rogers - Second Row:
Signed from Oldham after the
start of 2001 season.
Regularly makes an impact in
a very strong pack with his
sound defensive qualities.
On attack he also scores
his fair share of tries.
Paul Smith - Loose
Forward, Second
Row: Joined Hornets
before the 2002
season from
Swinton where he
marked himself out
as one of the best
young stars in the
NFP. Continued to impress
last season with his
powerful running style,
great hands and try
scoring record. Has
caught the eye of a
number of clubs and
Paul could have a great
future in the game.
David Stephenson - Loose
Forward: Another player with Super League
experience, most recently with Hull Sharks. It was
a major coup when he signed for Hornets. A wily
campaigner, with a robust running and tackling
style he has a good pair of hands and leads by
example.
lan Watson - Scrum Half: At 26 years old Watson
has a wealth of experience and is a current Welsh
international. Good ball handling skills and astute
tactical kicking game. Signed from Salford in the
close season.
Danny Wood - Centre, Stand Off: Earmarked as a
player of exceptional talent from his junior days.
Signed for Hornets three seasons ago, regularly
puts in man of the match performances. A creative
player who can be relied on to score more than
E_iskfair share of tries. Extremely reliable goal

icker.

Paul Smith




A Potted Historyof ..........
Rochdale Hornets ..by Don Yates

ROCHDALE HORNETS were formed in 1871
and, like Oldham were founder members of
the Northern Rugby Football Union in 1895.
There have been many exciting tussles
between Oldham and Hornets down the years
with matches between the two figuring
strongly in the history of the Rochdale club.

The first major trophy won by Hornets
was the Lancashire Cup in 1911 when
Hornets beat Oldham 12-5 in the final at
Broughton. The Roughyeds, fielding eleven
internationals, were favourites to win that final
but the result was never in doubt as Hornets
dominated the game. The period either side of
World War One was a good era for Hornets
who appeared in four other Lancashire Cup
finals and also won the Lancashire
Championship in season 1918-19. They lost
to Wigan in the 1912 Lancashire Cup final but
gained revenge two years later when they
beat Wigan 3-2 in the 1914 final. When the
war ended in 1919 the Lancashire Cup
competition was staged in spring when
Hornets won the trophy by beating Oldham
22-0 in the final. The following autumn
Oldham gained revenge by beating Hornets 7-
0 in the 1919 final.

Two seasons later, 1921-22, Hornets won
the Challenge Cup for the only time in their
history. En route to the final Hornets met
Oldham at the quarter-final stage, a match
which attracted a crowd of 26,664 to the
Athletic grounds. It was the biggest crowd to
attend a Rochdale Hornets match at that
venue. After beating Oldham 5-2, Hornets
went on to beat Hull 10-9 in the final before a
Headingley crowd of 35,000, at that time the
biggest crowd to watch a rugby league match
in Britain.

That crowd record stood for only two
years, until April 1924, when 41,831 crammed
into the Athletic Grounds for the Challenge
Cup Final in which Wigan beat Oldham 21-4.
The biggest crowd for a league match at the
Athletic Grounds also involves Oldham who
drew 19,654 in October 1954 when the
Roughyeds beat Hornets 18-4. The record
gate for a Hornets match at Spotland was also
set when Oldham were the visitors. On Boxing
Day 1989, 8,061 saw Hornets beat Oldham
24-12. The record crowd for any rugby league
match at Spotland was the 8,974 attendance
at the Northern Ford Premiership Grand Final
when Widnes beat Oldham 24-14 in 2001.

The first Sunday match staged by
Hornets was against Oldham in March 1968
when, once again, the Roughyeds won at the
Athletic Grounds 13-10.

Two years previously, during February
1966, a Hornets home fixture was staged at
Watersheddings. The Athletic Grounds were
not equipped with floodlights in those days so
Hornets, with a lengthy list of postponed
fixtures to arrange, switched their match with
Wigan to Water-sheddings. The experiment
was not a success. Hornets lost 35-5 before a
disappointing crowd of 2,005.

David Larder son of former Oldham centre Phil

Earlier during that 1965-66 season
Hornets reached the Lancashire Cup Final
when former Oldham centre Johnny Noon
was their player-coach. Warrington beat
Hornets 16-5 in that final and they also beat
Hornets in the final of the 1974 Regal Trophy
competition, a gallant Hornets team going
down 27-16. Hornets put up an even braver
show in the 1971 Floodlit Trophy final when
they visited St.Helens and kept the home side
try less, losing out on goal kicks 8-2.

That Regal Trophy final 29 years ago was
the last occasion Hornets appeared in a major
final. To progress in this National League Cup
competition Hornets will have to overcome
some stiff opposition but they have made a
good start to the campaign and are capable of
producing a shock, especially against their
fierce rivals, the Roughyeds.

From The Pen Of ﬁ

Of Roughyeds And Hornets

THE RIVALRY between the Roughyeds
and our Rochdale neighbours goes right
back to the pre Northern Union days in
the Victorian era. The first “Rugby
League” meeting between the two clubs
took place at Watersheddings on 30th
November 1895. Oldham won that match,
a hard fought encounter, by thirteen
points to eight and, as could be witnessed
in last months Law Cup game at
Spotland, the old adversaries still show
and expect no quarter from their
opponents.

On three occasions the teams met in
the final of the old Lancashire Cup.
Hornets were successful in 1911-12 and
then the clubs contested the first two
finals after the first world war. Rochdale
again took the trophy in 1918-19 with
Oldham bringing home the cup the

Action from the Oldham v Hornets match on April 3rd 1961 - Brian Lord
reaches out to score despite the attentions of future Roughyeds favourite
Trevor Simms.

following season. The other “big” game to
feature the clubs came in the Challenge
cup semi final of 1925 when Oldham
triumphed nine nil over the Hornets at
Central Park, Wigan before going on to
win the cup against Hull KR at
Headingley.

The best points haul for an Oldham
player against Rochdale stands to winger
Abe Johnson who scored eight goals and
three tries on March 3rd 1928 as Oldham
triumphed 58 - 6. A month later the same
player racked up 30 points against
Widnes - still a club record and ironically
a few weeks after that Hornets won the
return match 7-6 at the Athletic grounds.

The Roughyeds try record for the
fixture is jointly held by Sam Williams
(November 24th 1900) and Sid Rix (April
24th 1926) with four and surprisingly, the
s goals record goes to
Geoff Sims with ten
scored on
September 16th
1961.

In more recent
times Oldham had
the distinction of
playing in the last
fixture at the Athletic
grounds on April 1st
1988 and on
February 9th 1997
Hornets provided
the opposition in a
4th round Challenge
cup tie which was
billed as being the
first match with
Boundary Park as
the official home
venue for Oldham
RLFC!




OLDHAM EVENING @

DAILY =

A°FC)

PROBABLY the most important news this
week for the long term good of the game,
was BARLA's vote to accept unification
with the Rugby Football League after
going it alone for over 30 years. Until the
amateurs were on line with the
professionals it has been impossible for
the game to speak with a united voice.

Hopefully now the outright hostility
and broad divisions that have been
apparent in the past will be healed and
the planning for the future, so vital for our
game, will now be easier to achieve. The
irony is that the prime mover in the re-
unification, Maurice Oldroyd was the
instigator of the breakaway over 30 years
ago.

However, controversy is never far
away and the attempt to get closer links
with French Rugby League appears to
have taken a backward step after the
fierce criticism of British refereeing by the
Chairman of Villeneuve Leopards after
their Challenge Cup game with
Featherstone. Obviously it is impossible
to pass judgement if you weren't at the
game. But if the experience of the two
recent Oldham players, Darryl Lacey and
Gavin Dodd, who tried their luck over the
Channel, is anything to go by, the French
won't be blameless.

The draw for the 4th Round of the
Cup has not been kind to us — away to
London Broncos. With no disrespect to
the London club, if you are being drawn
away to a Super League side then
London, financially, must be the ones not
to come up against. Not only will there be
less of our own fans making the journey,
higher transport costs for the team, but
The Broncos have the worst home
following of any Super League Club.
Never mind, we shall just have to beat
them and get a more lucrative tie in the
next round.

On the subject of the Challenge Cup,

everybody was disappointed with our
display against the amateurs of East Hull.
Although we comprehensively beat them
our completion rate was terrible and |
have no doubt that this was made very
clear to the players at training on Monday.
According to Coach Molloy the worst
thing to happen was for us to score two
tries in the first few minutes. “The players
got giddy and wanted to score every time
we had the ball,” said Molloy. “There is no
doubt we would have lost to any
professional club if we had played like
that.” Congratulations are certainly due to
amateurs West Brow and Halton Simms
Cross who beat professional opposition
and Halton have certainly been rewarded
financially with a visit to Wigan in the
fourth round.

Now to this week’s clash with the old
enemy, Rochdale Hornets. Not only will it
be the first all-professional game back at
Boundary Park, but in relation to the new
Cup competition, it appears to be a must-
win game to put even more pressure on
the players. | am sure, however, that the
players will be up for it and let's just hope
the whole town gets behind the club and
we have a terrific turn out. There is no
doubt that the club, in association with
The Oldham Evening Chronicle and The
Revolution, have done everything in their
power to push the game.

Once again it is nice to have had so
many favourable comments about this
year's programme. We try to vary it every
year and to make it an interesting read,
not only for the Rugby League enthusiast,
but also for the casual reader. Can | take
this opportunity to thank all the
contributors who freely give so
generously of their time? Suggestions as
to ways to improve the programme or
ideas for new approaches are always
welcome. Just drop a line to Nigel
Marland or Brian Walker at the club.

NM

Brian Walker

Of course all that changed dramatically
in the early 80's when fans could better
emulate our heroes by wearing replica
shirts. And why not? It was different, it was
fun, available to everybody and it added
colour to the terraces and | was one of the
first to don the red and white.

For a few years tradition dictated that
style and colour didn't alter but now of
course regular change of playing kit is a
necessity determined by cash and fashion.

Sponsors emblazen their company
name or product across the front and back
of our club shirts driven not just by potential
media coverage but by the number of fans
who walk around our streets and shopping
centres willingly acting as advertisers.

Cash is in short supply and cash from
shirt sponsors and from the sale of replica
shirts is an important, no, a vital source of
income to all clubs. Similarly it is important
to fans that their side turns out in the very
latest style ensuring that the £40 or so that
they pay for their replica shirt is money well
spent keeping them ahead of the rest of the
rugby league’s fashion pack.

Oldham's new number unveiled in the
flesh last Sunday for the match against East
Hull made the visitors' kit look dated and is
a sure fire certainty to get the tills ringing.

WHAT’S IN A RUGBY SHIRT?

IT'S NOT too many years ago that when a
rugby shirt had been repaired again, again
| and again and eventually deemed well and
| truly knackered, it would be thrown into the
| training skip and still used on Tuesday and
~ | Thursday nights. Only then would an order
- | be sent off to Bukta for it's replacement. In
Oldham's case one red and white hooped
rugby jumper please exactly the same as
you've supplied for the last hundred years.
Oh, and extra large with a number 8 on the
back.

Time was that a team’s playing kit was
it's trade mark. Oldham'’s, as we all know,
was red and white hooped shirts and navy
blue shorts. | remember back in the 60's,
| Oldham's coach of the time standing in front

| of the faithful up at Watersheddings
| announcing that the side would play the new
season in white shorts similar to Wigan and
| Leigh's. “Much cleaner looking! much
smarter!” he said. He might just as well have
announced Saddam personality of the year.
He was eventually dispatched back down
the East Lancs Road, severance pay 13
pairs of white shorts.

The black and orange change kit is
attractive and fashionable too but for
“change strip” substitute “away strip”, an
irritation picked up from the round ball lot.
Most people prefer to watch Oldham play in
red, white and blue wherever and whenever
possible.




At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
/__ you need to get the
P~ right RESULT every time.

~  Callin for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

y/// George Hill

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

Roughyeds website
address:

www.roughyeds.co.uk

RYDER
DUTTON

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYORS

OPENING UP
THE WORLD
OF PROPERTY

Branches at:
Oldham, Chadderton,
Shaw, Middleton,
Saddleworth,
Mossley, Heywood,
Glossop,
Ashton-U-Lyne and
Huddersfield

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Back On The Terraces

ceeeeneeene.. With Simon Winnard

Goodwin
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits,

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OLS 1QL

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795

Lsgal Service

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX : 0161 624 3743
EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM

TODAY we welcome our local rivals Rochdale
Hornets back to Boundary Park for the first home
fixture of our Arriva Trains National Cup campaign.
We fought out a tough pre-season encounter (are
there any other kind against Rochdale?) that saw
the Roughyeds secure a 28-22 victory and return
the Law Cup to the town. No less than 12 new
signings were paraded that day, but it was perhaps
the contribution of two key members from last
season's squads that caught the eye.

Phil Farrell, the Roughyeds skipper, and his
loose forward counterpart Paul Smith have both
made significant contributions to their club's causes
over recent campaigns and both have undoubtedly
got a Super League pedigree. Indeed, Smith's on-off
move to Saints over the closed season looked to
have ended his association with the Hornets.
However, differences have been put aside and
playmaker Smith will once again be Rochdale's
biggest single threat today.

Expansion is a fashionable topic around RL
circles at the moment. On the back of the launch of
NL3 and the massive expansion of the Summer
Conference we have seen the re-emergence of York
as the City Knights and they made an immediate
impact with a magnificent crowd for their first round
game against Hull KR. Also, the introduction of the
Skolars to NL2 has really given the game a boost in
the capital.

All this of course as the green light has been
given to French club UTC to make an application for
the 2005 Super League season - a decision that,
whilst raising a few gyebrows, has largely been
welcomed.

What is interesting is just how quickly the
decision was taken following the recent
presentations to the RFL delegation. The jury is still
out on whether that proves to be in haste or a
decisive piece of action by Richard Lewis and co.
However, this seems a timely decision in light of the
ensuing re-negotiation of the News Corporation TV
contract. A recent interview with Mr Lewis clearly
showed that there is a clear intention for Super
League to expand to at least 14 clubs over the next
two years and bringing 'new blood' into the
competition looks to be a high priority. You can of
course only watch Saints, Bradford, Wigan, Leeds
and London so many times a year on Sky |
suppose!

There is no doubting that the concept of
expansion to include French teams is appealing but
is the time or choice the right one? One of the big
benefits of UTC's application is that there are
certainly strong RL links in the Catalan region.
Indeed, Oldham schoolboys have toured there on
many occasions, so the grass roots have been
firmly laid down.

However, in recent years there has been a
decline in the status of League in the area which
has seen a corresponding upturn in Rugby Union's
fortunes. The other code regularly attracts crowds

above 8,500 in Perpignan, whereas another
applicant Toulouse, has League as the only major
spectator sport in what is a large city. Whilst either
club would undoubtedly offer the cosmopolitan
appeal that League is after, the logical route for
expansion before we go down that road again is to
is to spread the word to South Wales.

Not that it would need much effort of course.
The present disarray of the Welsh Rugby Union, the
region being within easy travelling distance for both
sets of fans, the fact that there is a proven
production line of rugby playing talent, not to
mention more than a keen interest in RL all adds to
it's appeal. Indeed, a list of established top RU clubs
with youth structures already in place are just raring
to go.

Whilst, establishing the Welsh Conference this
year is a definite move in the right direction, |
believe that allowing UTC to simply leapfrog the
queue ahead of Welsh sides gives out the wrong
message. Fair enough, UTC have been asked to
prove that they could satisfy the same ground and
financial criteria as any NL1 Grand Final winners -
described amusingly by the RFL as the ‘traditional
route' for promotion to SL. However, presumably the
travel costs will be subsidised by the RFL for all
involved. An interesting scenario would be if UTC
finished bottom of SL in their first season. Would
they then be relegated to NL1? If so would the RFL
continue to subsidise the travel costs? Unlike others,
| don't subscribe to the theory that relegation should
be 'tailor made' to accommodate this scenario? If
you live by the sword then.

Indeed, | believe that any new club joining our
professional ranks should be asked to do so in the
lowest league. Was that not the case for Oldham in
1997 or York and London Scholars this year?
Interestingly, the Toulouse Chairman has publicly
stated that the club will lodge an application to join
NL1 in 2004 ? why NL1? However, if accepted, it
would pose an interesting possibility of them earning
promotion to SL for the 2005 and then playing UTC.
Last weeks Challenge Cup performances from the
French sides points firmly to the fact that would be
extremely competitive in the National League. This
would be without the need to heavily subsidise the
SL franchise or top heavy overseas quotas. The way
forward looks fairly obvious to me.

| fully support the concept of expansion but not
to the detriment of our existing family of clubs. Given
the financial climate that the RFL finds itself in at
present, if expansion is to be pursued then surely it
should be done with financial prudence and not the
risks associated with the ill fated past experiments.
Controlled expansion such as formation of NL3 and
a structured promotion and relegation between all
divisions has got to be the way forward.Let's hope
that the community based bid from Bramley is
successful at the third time of asking and brings the
club back to the family - an ever expanding one at
that.
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Wwa Slateloo

wa's £
GeNERAL RuLes

1. Entries for Iva’s fantasy league must be
written on the back of a bus ticket. Bonus
points are awarded if the ticket is an Arriva
ticket (official sponsors) and if the ticket is
numbered sequentially (ie 1-2-3-4-5) or the
numbers add up to 21. [Didn't you play
that game when you were young?]

2. Entries must consist of a team of seventeen
players, one Coach and one Referee. The
combined value of all 19 shall not exceed
£2.50p (€4).

3. Any player may be selected in any position
as this is now normal practice throughout
rugby league up to and including
international level. Except the referee
cannot be nominated at scrum-half because
he will be too busy polishing his white stick.

4. Every player can be selected from the same
club (just in case you hate Hairnets more
than anyone else).

PoInT ScoriNG

1. Coaches will receive points as follows:-

a) 3 points for every time they blame the
referee for losing.

b) 4 points for every time they blame
injuries for losing.

¢) 5 points for every hysterical outburst in
the Press (e.g. Andy Kelly would have
scored 5 points this week after his rant
about Villeneuve).

d) 8 points for every time the team lose
because a fox (or possibly a dog) runs on
the field and distracts the players [well it
did happen at Watersheddings).

e) 10 points for every time the Coach
accepts the opposition were a better
side, played better than his team and
were worthy winners.

WarniNG: You'll never score a maximum 10 if you

choose lan Millward.

2. Players will receive points as follows:-

a) 1 point for every time they are substituted

b) 2 points for every time they required the
attention of the physio

c) 3 points for every time they go to the
blood bin

d) 5 points for every sin-bin

e) 10 points for every sending-off

WarninG: It is not a good idea to choose any player

called Farrell. However, Sonny Nickle could be very

productive, as could Tim Street or, if he heasn't retired

Vila Matautia

3. Referees will receive points as follows:-

a) 1 point for every disallowed try

b) 2 points for every ‘trsy referred to a video
ref., touch judge or St. John's Ambulance man.

c) 3 points for every missed knock on or

forward pass (these misses will be

confirmed at the end of each game by

the respective Club Chairman but may

not exceed 120 per side)
d) 5 points for every penalty awarded
Gooo Tip: Russell Smith could prove fruitful here
) 10 points if no penalties awarded
Gooo Tie: Colin Morris is handy in this category. | don't
think he has enough wind left to blow his whistle
anymore.
PLAYER VALUATIONS
You may pick who you like as no player has a valuation
because nobody can afford a transfer fee any longer.
However, there are bonus points if you pick a player who
Halifax subsequently pay you to take off their hands or
\;rho reaches an out of court settlement of more than £5.

RIZES

First Prize: at the end of the season the winner, who will
be judged solely by a committee consisting of Iva
Slateloose, Saddam Hussain, George Bush and Elle
Macpherson (please note how I'm trying to do my bit for
world peace), will received a signed photograph of Gary
Hetherington (unless the competition is won by a Leeds
fan in which case substitute Robert Mugabe for Gary
Hetherington).
Second Prize: your favourite player’s jock strap in club
colours (except for Whitehaven who include chocolate in
their team strip).
Third Prizes: several pairs of touch judges flags for you
to wave at random as is the current practice at all rugby
league fixtures.
SampLE Team/CoAcH/REFEREE
1. GARY CHarLTON (WoRKINGTON Town) Always a likely
offender.
2. RicHARD CHAPMAN (FEATHERSTONE RoVERS) The cheeky
chappy with a nice line in backchat.
3. Stuart Dickens (FeaTHERSTONE ROVERS) Has his own
cushion for time likely to be sat on the bench.
4. Craic MuroocH (Hutt K.R.) On speaking terms with
every referee.
5. Graeme HarLas (York City KnigkTs) A smile, a joke, a
song.
6. Ros Roserts (UnempLoveD) Everybody’s favourite party
guest.
7. SimoN BALDWIN (SaLForp City Reps) Bring me
sunshine.
8. Danny Evans (Dewssury Rams) Any friend of yours...
9. James Lowes (Branroro BuLLs) However, you might
like to include him as your nominated referee.
10. Dean Sampson (UnempLovep) If he gets a club he's a
top bet as a point scorer.
11. PauL Davioson (Hauirax) Adds punch to any side.
12. Jamie BLoem(HuoDERSFIELD GIANTS) Adds bite to any
side.
12. MATT CALLAND (HUDDERSFIELD GIANTS) Adds
something.....
Get the idea? Now go to it.

Lomputer
Kingdom

MPC Systems

LComponents

Featherstall Rd North

Oldham
0161 622 0951

www. computerkingdom.co. uk

[EPSONzCanon)
Inkjet Cartridges

Black £4 %

olour ﬁys
BO"'h 'E999

\_ Jettec Compatible Excludes some models

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

IR T E IR T LS P AL

OPILGRIM ™

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

_ .pilgrlm-lnternational.co.uk
1:0161 785 7700




Traceq's Tittle Tattle

‘'YOU KNOW, “
Shaz said to
me - off on a
fantasy trip
again, “I
dreamt weird
things about
Rugby when it
started again.
We were at Boundary Park
last night, but it was the Hurst
Cross ground and | was
playing in an anti clockwise
direction of course - against
Steve Molloy, and after, when
| was in Steve's - sorry - The
Clayton Arms, | started singing
this song - it just came to me -
and it goes to The Yellow
Rose of Texas!

Oh that prop forward,
Steve, is a great big
cuddly bear,

His arms and legs like
tree trunks, ‘though he
hasn’t got much hair.

And when he came to
tackle me, | didn’t act so
dumb,

I dropped the ball on
purpose, ‘cos | fancied
having a scrum!

“D’ya think I'd make Poet
Laureate?” she said. “No”, |
said “and stay off the cheese
before you go to bed”.

“Hey, he’s sorted though int
he? she said. “But that
nickname! You've never met
anybody less like a Molly,
have you? It's a girls name
innit? The only other Molly |
know's in that song.” “Yeh” |
said, “Our Molly’s got cockles
and muscles alright, but
they’re ‘nowt like Molly
Malones!”

Love & Kisses,
Tracey

| Business Mobile Solutions

PENNINE TELECOM PUTS YOU IN THE PICTURE
For the BEST BUSINESS TARIFFS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS,

taikto PEnniNe TeLecon CALL: 0800 633333

or email: sales@penninetelecom.com or visit our web site www.penninetelecom.com
Pennine House, Salford Street, Bury, Lancs, BL9 6YA.

vt Penninetelecom
B

or Shaw Jobcentres

We can offer:-

« A wide selection of jobs - full and part time
* Information on training opportunities

* Local and National Jobsearches

» Help with Jobsearch skills

*« Additional help for Single Parents

« Advice on Working Families' Tax Credit

* Extra help for people with health problems

Office opening hours:-

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.00am to 4.30pm
Wednesday 10.00am to 4.30pm
Friday 9.00 to 4.00pm

Union Street 696 Oldham Road | Dale Street
; Failsworth Shaw

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank, convert

¢ The Royal Bank
&R of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312
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‘g9 For information on all courses including
Y i3y Sports, Fitness, Recreation & Therapies
FREEPHONE the Oldham Learning Line

0800 269 480

The Oldham College, Rochdale Road, Oldh

OL9 9AA. Tel: 0161 624 5214 Fax: 0161 785 4234 [RESEREERY
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Business Mobile Solutions

PENNINE TELECOM PUTS YOU IN THE PICTURE
For the BEST BUSINESS TARIFFS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS,

talkto pennine Tececow CALL: 0800 633333

or email: sales@penninetelecom.com or visit our web site www.penninetelecom.com
Pennine House, Salford Street, Bury, Lancs, BL9 6YA.

¥ Penninetelecom
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The power & protection

behind Britain’s top rugby players

The Official drinks and nutrition Sponsors of Oldham Rugby League Club

Britain’s most popular and effective sports
nutrition brand for achieving your physique
and performance goals..

Improved rehydration
Pack on muscle size

Increase raw strength

Safe,
natural, legal
& drug free
supplements

m

&l

m

B Develop explosive power
W | ose excess bodyfat

B |ncrease energy

B Gain increased mental focus
|

Boost your immune system

Whatever your goals... You'll find numerous
scientifically proven supplements specific
to your training & physique goals.

3 easy ways to contact and buy from us...

1) Maximuscle supplements are available from
JJB, LA fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,
Health & diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi
stores and all good gyms, sports and health
food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour
catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:
www.maximuscle.com

MAXIMUSEDE

Soorts nutrition at its best

ya\

Paul Sculthorpe - St. Helens

)

Gareth Barber - Oldham

Does the kit f1i?

Steve Molloy

UNTIL recently Steve's breakfast consisted
of potato cakes, beans and poached eggs
until a GB nutritionist (killjoy) advised him
against it. He now has Cheerios. He sits on
his own on the coach (no it's not B.O.) but is
always close to assistant “Proccy” in case one of Joe Mc's. What do you call a chicken
they need to discuss anything. in a shell suit? - An egg.

Steve’s not superstitious but if he or the Mitch
team are going through a particularly good -

patch he'll try and keep things the same -
eg same strapping, same boots etc. Just
before going on the pitch Steve makes a
visit to the loo - as he is encouraged to
take on vast quantities of liquids he
suffers more than others with nervous
‘wee wees'.

The worst advice he was ever
given was from Gary Schofield his
captain at Leeds prior to a game
against the Aussie tourists. He
told him to run straight at Paul
Sironen as his defence was
dodgy. He complied in the
first minute and that is the
last thing Steve remembers
about that match. As far as
prep talks go, the most
memorable was from Doug
Laughton who came into the
changing rooms, fag in
mouth, and told them “You'll
beat these they're crap”, and
then walked out.

Best/Worst Changing Room
Best Huddersfield

Worst Salford

Best/Worst Playing Surface
Best Leeds (Headingley)
Worst Hull K.R.

Best/Worst after match food
Best Leigh (full Sunday dinner)
Worst Huddersfield (How
many more things can they
do with mince)

His favourite coach
is Tony Smith from
Huddersfield, very
knowledgeable and
first person to offer
advice when it is
needed.

Steve was
once mistaken for

the famous cruiser weight boxer Glen
McCrory in Las Vegas when he went to
watch the Lewis/Holyfield fight. He almost
ended up at the weigh in.

The only clean joke he remembers is

I/

(, I SRS

21




Senior
&@@@ﬂ@my with Sean Gartland l,'

|
THIS season the SENIOR ACADEMY
e Medlock Group will be structured into two divisions
Rl CHAMPIONSHIP and FIRST DIVISION
geri Qa}? fere, UA Comms with Oldham entering a side into the
— = nine team First Division.
M (&
S The contest will be an U21 affair with
each of the First Division sides able to
play three players overage
Oldham Labour (with no restrictions).
Party The Championship division will allow
Continuing its only two players to be overage.
support for Whilst the fixture list has not yet been
OLDH AM RLFC formalised it is planr?ed to commence
league matches the first week of March
OFFICES / with Oldham’s home games again
Michael Meacher MP Phil Woolas MP / David Heyes MP Coun. David Jones scheduled for Manor Park.
Oldham West & Royton Oldham East & Ashton-U-Lyne Leader Oldham ) )
Saddieworth Labour Group There will be no Alliance action.
Lord Chambers Lord Chambers Suite 4 St Michaels Court Lord Chambers
11 Church Lane 11 Church Lane St Michaels Sq 11 Church Lane
Oldham OL1 3AN Oldham OL1 3AN Ashton-under-Lyne Oldham OL1 3AN
Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248 0161 331 9307 0161 628 8346
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Words of Wilson

... by lan Wilson

TIME to look forward to our prospects for
2003 - and to say goodbye to some familiar
faces

| would first suggest that, for the first
time for a good while, there is a lot to be
said for this season’s structure, with four
competitions - cup, league cup, league and
play off series - scheduled at sensible
times.

Although a lot of pundits disagree, |
think that the RL Challenge Cup is correctly
placed where it is: and given the
importance of keeping it on the BBC, and
their tight scheduling, it has to be there
anyway, at least for the time being. A late
April final also provides a good mid-season
highlight, and then allows proper emphasis
afterwards on the gradual build up of
league fixtures to the finals and play off
series.

For the non-Super League clubs, the
Arriva Trains League Cup competition
should mature into an important opportunity
to chase silverware, as well as to play
relatively local, competitive fixtures pre-
Easter. It is surely far better timed at this
time of year than interrupting the league
fixtures proper, as it did it 2002.

Even after the disappointing result at
Leigh, we still have every chance to
compete effectively for a quarter final slot.
Today, of course, is a must win game, if
this is to materialise - and after the recent
history of games with Hornets, it seems
certain to be a close contest. It would be
good to see us beginning a run to make a
real fortress out of Boundary Park,
whatever reservations one may have about
playing here.

The really important competition
though is the National League One. The
fundamental objective of the season,
surely, is success in this. But what would
constitute ‘success'?

The minimum target must be survival.
Given that we finished 9th last season, the
neutral will expect us to struggle this year.
Furthermore, when you actually analyse
last seasons results in detail, we should

really be favourite to finish 10th. In total,
against the other 8 relevant teams in the
league (ignoring Salford) we amassed a
total of 7 points in 13 fixtures - home wins
versus Featherstone and Whitehaven and
draws with Dewsbury and Doncaster and
at Batley. This is the lowest of all the
teams; the next lowest being Dewsbury
with 9. Against the same 8 sides,
incidentally, we got 10 points from 11
fixtures in 2001, and 16 from 14 in 2000 -
so we clearly have a trend to reverse if
2003 is to bring success.

Inevitably, the personnel of all sides
changes from season to season, and no
doubt our new signings have been made
with the realisation in mind that we need to
move to a higher level if we are merely to
survive in NL1. Mark Sibson, David and
Anthony Gibbons, Bryan Henare, Keith
Brennan and Joey Hayes, in particular, just
as Leo Casey (especially), Pat Rich, lan
Sinfield, Chris Farrell, Shayne McMenemy,
Kevin Mannion and Mark Campbell who
have also left us for a variety of reasons,
over the previous two season, have all
made valuable contributions to the club’s
recent achievements and | for one would
like to put on record my appreciation for
their efforts.

However, it is crucial that Steve
Molloy’s judgement with respect to this
season is proved correct. Alongside the
ongoing development of the players
retained from last season, in short, the
newcomers have to do better than those
who have gone.

In this ‘better’ does not just refer to
individual playing ability, of course. One of
our great strengths since the club was
reborn has been team spirit and defensive
commitment. A newcomer with greater
individual ability, but without a genuine
team-man attitude, would not be ‘better’ in
my opinion. We shall see!

So what would be ‘success'? My view
would be top six. We shall all know on
September 7th.
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WE’ve CURED
HEADACHES FOR

THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholstery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make
foam and fibre
fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

Platt & Hill
Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham OL8 2L.Z

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

RuUGBY EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY

Specialist Suppliers of School
Uniform at best Prices
PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED

MaAIL ORDER & DELIVERY SERVICE
AVAILABLE

<

<

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7JJ

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: saddsports @lycos.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.gbr.uk

<>

EASY PARKING * VISA * MASTERCARD * SWITCH *
DELTA - SOLO * AMEX

DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
FAX: 01457 - 871940




We or
- Thunder, w
last weekend.

Round Four of the Challenge Cup is the
round when the national media sits up and starts
to take notice of Rugby League for another year,
and this year's draw has given a window of
opportunity for the National League sides to make
the fifth round.

At least six NL teams will be in the bag for
that draw - because six ties will be between NL
teams.

Sheffield Eagles entertain Keighley Cougars
in a clash that is too close to call, as is the other
all-National Two match-up involving Chorley Lynx
and Swinton Lions.

Chorley were tipped to struggle against
amateurs Leigh Miners last week, but they came
through with ease to confirm they are no
easybeats under young coach Darren Abram. And
with the wily Peter Roe now in charge at Swinton,
that should be a humdinger.

There are two all-National One ties with
Featherstone Rovers taking on Leigh Centurions
and Rochdale Hornets entertaining Hull Kingston
Rovers.

Both are going to be huge battles between
some of the great names of Rugby League, with
the prize, potential money-spinning ties against
Super League big boys.

NL2 Barrow Raiders have drawn a tricky
one against NL1 favourites Salford City Reds, but
York City Knights will have high hopes of turning
over Doncaster Dragons, who themselves saved
their best result for the Challenge Cup last year,

~ defeating Huddersfield Giants 30-10 at this stage.

e finest R L cov

| League Express
Every Monday
From your newsagent

giant-killing _

drop goal beat NL.2 Workingt

do it again?

There are four chances of NL teams
pulling off giant killings - there weren't any last
year, with Barrow going closest, holding
Warrington Wolves to 10-0 at Craven Park.

Dewsbury have to travel to meet former
coach Neil Kelly's Widnes Vikings; Whitehaven
have a challenging trip to Headingley to face
Leeds Rhinos; Hunslet Hawks host Huddersfield
Giants on a bumper day for the Hawks; while
Oldham may fancy their chances at London
Broncos.

Whatever the outcome, you can keep up
with all the Powergen Challenge Cup, Arriva Cup
and National League news in Rugby Leaguer &
League Express, every Monday.
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GOOD AFTERNOON Club
Cash Members.

Listed below are the Club
Cash winners who were
fortunate to have their names
and numbers announced live
on Revolution Radio Friday
24th.

What a nerve wracking
experience, love to hear from
any members who listened in.

Thanks for the encouraging
response so far, let's keep the
membership growing.

AGENTS STiLL WANTED
IN ALL AREAS

GET IN TOUCH ON THE
CrLuB CAasH HoT LINE.

0161 628
3677

I’'m waiting to
hear from you.

Clalb Casti Lottery Wennere Weet §

Winning
No.
£300 Winner Noel Brady, Chadderton A9892
£100 Winner S. Terry, Castleton, Rochdale A6812
£10 (x 5) B. Eckersall, Clarksfield B3434
i L. Lang, Royton C3636
' G. Slater, Limeside B8675
= David Crosland, Lees News A3114
g Dawn Webb, Chadderton B7463

Jackpor Accumedaton 2-19-21-4

No Winner - Next Week . . . . £450
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In Yer Face ON THis Day

e ... With Don Yates

THE recriminations between Villeneuve
Leopards and Featherstone Rovers and
criticisms of referee Peter Taberner
over last week's TXU Energi cup tie
does the games no good. A penalty
count of 15 against 7 certainly did the
Leopards no favours and no account
seems to have been taken of different
interpretations between Britain and
France. Three penalties conceded in
the first two minutes without having
handled the ball undoubtedly put the
Frenchmen on the back foot. But then
Oldham had suffered a caning at the
hands of the same referee during the
first half of the game at Leigh the
previous week. However, what | am not
keen to hear are the accusations of
persistent foul play levelled by
Featherstone against their opponents
as thought the Rovers were paragons
of virtue when we all know that their
own approach and record betray a
particularly physical manner. Best really
to keep your mouth shut and celebrate
the victory.

Oldham, meanwhile, had the
benefit of a French referee against East
Hull. And, all in all, | have to say that
Monseuir Albert did an excellent job.
The one serious flare up involving Phil
Farrell and Easts’ Paul Roberts should
have been nipped in the bud by the
touch judge but, once again, the man
with the flag was found wanting and the
abrasive Roberts continued, on and off,
to provide the crowd with a focal point
for their anger throughout the game. M.
Albert nevertheless managed to keep a
lid on things which was much to his
credit.

Elsewhere the best attendance of

the round saw Wath Brow Hornets pull
off the shock of the round when
defeating Workington Town 13-12 at the
Recreation Ground, Whitehaven before
the best attendance of the round -
3,017. As ever nothing draws a crowd
in Cumbria like a local derby and one
with the romance of the Cup and the
element of a supposed underdog is as
good as it gets. It is all too easy for we
‘southerners’ to forget just how
important and vibrant the game is in
Cumbria, so for Wath Brow Hornets to
steal the limelight can only add to local
passion for the game.

The other notable results of the
weekend were Halton Simms Cross
overcoming London Skolars 15-8 and
U.T.C.'s victory at Gateshead (38-4). It
is early days yet as the Skolars set out
on their adventure as professionals, so
this defeat is not the be all and end all.
And the signing of during the preceding
week of ex-Oldham favourite Pat Rich
should give them valuable experience.
Even so all credit to Simmies for their
performance.

On the other hand U.T.C.’s
comfortable win reinforces the view that
French rugby league is striving to
improve standards and must be given
as much help as we can afford. Which
is why the reaction at Featherstone to
their French visitors is so disappointing.
As they say variety is the spice of life
and French dressing always adds a
different dimension. Now an away
fixture in Perpignan.....count me in!

[Written before the TXU Energi 4th
Round Cup Draw was known]
G.C.

EXACTLY seventy-four years ago, on
Saturday 2nd February 1929, Oldham and
Rochdale Hornets met in a league match at
the Athletic Grounds. The Roughyeds were
a much better team than Hornets at that
time and were expected to win comfortably.
They had already beaten Hornets 18-0 in
the Infirmary Cup and, later in the
campaign, won 37-0 at Watersheddings.
However, on this occasion Hornets raised
their game and ended a six match losing
sequence to defeat their arch rivals 7-3.
International winger Sid Rix scored the
Oldham try but scrum-half Martin touched
down for Hornets and full-back Walter
Gowers, like his son Ken a prolific
marksman, landed two vital goals to give
Hornets a euphoric victory.

The 1962-63 season was badly effected
by the weather with a hard frost lasting from
mid-December to the beginning of March.
During that period most matches, both
professional and amateur, were postponed.
The only ground which was able to stage
matches was Naughton Park, Widnes. The
local chemical industry came to the rescue
of Widnes by producing some miracle
solution which, when spread on the pitch,
melted the ice and made the pitch playable.
As a result Widnes played all their home
matches on schedule. There was a side
effect to this miracle solution, however. It
was a good few seasons before the turf at
Naughton Park was back to normal and
several players suffered painful reactions to
minor cuts and abrasions after playing at
that venue. On Saturday 2nd February 1963
Oldham visited Widnes in a First Division
match. Defences were well on top
throughout the game, which was decided by
a single score, a try touched down by the
diminutive Widnes scrum-half Ged Smith
who later enjoyed a successful spell here at
Oldham. Making his debut for the
Roughyeds in that 3-0 defeat was centre
three-quarter John Donovan who had been
signed from St.Helens. He stayed at
Watersheddings for six years during which
time he made 167 appearances and scored
33 tries and a couple of goals.

Frost was the last thing on the minds of

the players involved in the World Nines,
which were staged at Townsville,
Queensland five years ago. Twelve nations
were involved and the competition began
well for Great Britain. They won all five pool
matches with Oldhams Martin Crompton
and the former local junior lestyn Harris
starring for the Lions. However, on Sunday
2nd February 1997, Great Britain faltered at
the semi-final stage, losing 10-0 to Western
Samoa. Willie Swann, then of Warrington
but later to enjoy a spell with the Hornets
scored the second Samoan try. New
Zealand lifted
the trophy,
beating
Western
Samoa 16-0 in
the final with
| tries from Tony
| Iro, Quentin
Pongia and
Ruben Wiki
plus a couple
of goals from
Marc Ellis. The
¥ attendance on
- that third day of
competition

was 13,423.

A much smaller crowd, 2,539, were in
attendance at Whitehaven on Sunday 2nd
February 1986 when Great Britain took on
France at under-21 level. There were no
Oldham players involved in that international
but the match marked the international
debut of Rochdale Hornets full-back Kevin
Harcombe. It was a most satisfactory debut
for Harcombe who won the man-of-the-
match award after Britains hard fought 6-2
success. Remarkably he was never selected
for any other representative fixture.

It was on this day in 1977, Wednesday
2nd February, that Lancashire entertained
Cumbria at Hilton Park, Leigh. The biggest
thorn in the Lancashire side that evening
was Oldham bred lain MacCorquodale who
qualified for Cumbria because he was
playing for Workington at that time. He
scored a try and four goals but Lancashire
were able to win 18-14.

Martin Crompton




STATS ann FACTS

APPEARANCES & SCORERS SEASON 2003

PLAYER ArP Sus Tres Goas D/G Pts
Gavin Dodd 2 0 2 0 0 8
lain Marsh 1 1 0 0 0 0
Jon Goddard 2 0 0 0 0 0
Paul Anderson 2 0 1 0 0 4
Joe McNicholas 2 0 1 0 0 -
Simon Svabic 1 1 0 3 0 6
Neil Roden 2 0 1 0 0 4
Steve Molloy 2 0 0 0 0 0
John Hough 1 1 0 0 0 0
Martin McLoughlin 1 1 0 0 0 0
Lee Doran 2 0 0 0 0 0
Chris Morley 2 0 0 0 0 0
Phil Farrell 2 0 2 0 0 8
Gareth Barber 1 1 0 2 0 4
Gavin Johnson 0 1 0 0 0 0
Ryan Staziker 0 1 0 0 0 0
Danny Guest 1 1 0 0 0 0
Chris Campbell 1 0 2 0 0 8
Anthony Murray 1 0 0 0 0 0

D, armaly) Bl
GRIMWOOD & DIXLTD | | LANSDOWNE TRADING
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

. SERVICES LTD.
Tudor House

FLATS ® CURTAINSIDERS AND EXTENDERS
Tudor Industrial Estate

To ALL PARTS oF UK AND EUROPE
Ashton St., Dunkinfield Lancashire SK16 4RN

4 LanspowNe RoAD - CHADDERTON - OLpHAM, OL9 9EF
TeL. 0161 626 1141 - Fax 0161 628 7078
Tel. 0161 344 2849 Fax 0161 308 5020

MosiLe 07974 127082

Innovative and committed lawyers to the business and private sectors

northainleyhalliwell

North Ainley Halliwell

Solicitors

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OLI1 1PS
Tel: 0161 624 5614 Fax: 0161 678 8380
e-mail:_info@northainley.co.uk

web: www.northainlev.co.uk DX23605

SUNSET

N ATIONA AL
CONSERVATORIES

Sunset National Conservatories Ltd.

Head Office, Waddington Street, Oldham, Greater Manchester OL9 6QH
Tel: 0161 624 5962 - Fax: 0161 628 2575
email: sunsetnational@aol.com
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Plaxyer SH)D\L)@)J SR
Gareth Barber s n s
i Chis Campbell CRASH REPAIR CENTRE iv. ighe  [IRMMINIRURION
Kathryn Heptonstall/ Livermore & Knight
T"} Kathryn Mottram Oldham Liberal Democrats Limited Amega Labels
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT Lhe Label SPCCIahStS
REPAIR SPECIALISTS g
Jason Clegg Will Cowell Gavin Dodd
Gaskell's Mike Neild Builders Revolution Radio Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies
Telephone
Lee Doran Phil Farrell Jon Goddard P
Tymbuktu Health & W. J. Lewis
Beauty Clinic Lansdowne Reoflog (Builders Merchants) g: g: ggz ?ggl
Cross Street Bottom o’'th Moor
Chris Irwin Oldham OL4 1JG
Danny Guest John Hough Aspul Catering
John Barrett Fred Laughton ) Equipment Co.
(in Nomon Metab) 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS - ’
Telephone: 01785 818231 Fax: 01785 816310
I.S.D.N. 01785 814904
Gavin Johnson Daryl Lacey ’ ‘ Martin McLoughlin
Mason Group Nautilus Health & Fitness - : Computer Kingdom
3
laln Marsh
West Pennine Joe McNicholas Steve Molloy
Truck Rental lan Taylor Harry Long Plumbers
(via Monarch Metals)
- Chris Morley Anthony Murray Paul Norton
Zutti Co. Computer Kingdom John Battye
LY
Andy Proctor Neil Roden Darren Shaw
Monarch Metals Mick Harrop . ol
- 3
IT’S MORE

Ryan Stazicker
Computer Kingdom

EXPENSIVE'NOT TO

Safety Assured (Manchester) Ltd
Tel: 0161 678 0608 Fax: 0161 626 0591
Email: info@safety-assured.co.uk

The Worlds Best Door
Safety System from

SAFETY

Pl squL, ORSH Ik

www.finger-protector.com

™




Eixdures

DATE OPPONENT
DECEMBER 2002

28  ROCHDALE HORNETSS
JANUARY 2003

19 LeioH CenTurions
26  East Huw
FEBRUARY

02 RocHoALE HoRNETS
09 London Broncos
16  Barrow Raiers
23 Swinton Lions
MARCH

09  Satrorn Ciry Reos
16 LeiGH CENTURIONS

23 RocHpaLe HORNETS
30 Barrow RAIDERS
APRIL

06  Swinton Lions
13 Satroro Crry Reps

18  RocupaLe HomNeTs
21  DoncasTeR DRAGONS
26

MAY

04 Dewssury Rams
11 Satroro Crry Reos
18

25  LeicH CENTURIONS
JUNE

01  HutL Kingston Rovers
08

15 WHITEHAVEN

22 Barey BuLLooes
29 RocHpALE HORNETS
JuLY

06

13 FeaTHERSTONE R.
20  DoncasTer DRAGONS
27 Dewssury Raws
AUGUST

03  Satroro Ciy Reos
10 LEIGH CENTURIONS
17 Hu KR

24 WHITEHAVEN

31 Baney ButLoogs
07 FeatversTONE R.

Law C

NLC
CCR3

NLC
CC R4
NLC
NLC

CC RS
NLC
NLC
CC OF
NLC
NLC

NLC
NLC
CC SF
NL1

NL 1

CC FinaL

NL 1
NL 1
NL C QF
NL1

NL 1
NL C SF
NL1
NL1
NL 1

Rstr Arr
F- A
W 28-22 2141

L 14-22 3,070

> x

> x

> x

H
A
H

A
A

NL C FinaL

NL1
NL1
NL 1

NL1
NL 1
NL1
NL 1
NL1
NL 1

H
H
A

> X > X >

OLoHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S TACKLE
RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN AND WELCOMES ALL
PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC
OR RACIAL ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME

AND RACIST CHANTS ARE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.

ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME,

SOISOYS,

Match Sponsor
MooRsiDE METAL
ProbucTs L1D
0161 624 3303

Associate Sponsors
J. W. LEes L1D
BREWERS

THE REVOLUTION 96.2 Fm

Matchball Sponsor

SAFETY ASSURED
(MANCHESTER) LTD

0161 678 0608

OLDHAM EVENING
CHRONICLE

Programme Sponsor
DAviD MCNEENEY

Man of the Match Sponsor
DOUGHTY’S GYM
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Match
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Monday . . .. Roughyheds Round-Up . . .. Roger Halstead . . ..
Repol  HETERMINED TO FOLLOW EVERY

Roun

..scc TACKLE, PENALTY AND TRY OF

% "l THE ROUGHYEDS SEASON.
ougl ,

Team klnlue

tead .

Roughyheds Round-Up . . ..
Joa b aws . ... Score on
gllstead . Match
Roughyheds
Team News .
: Roger Halstead -
on Monday . . ..
slatch Reports .
#ads Round-Up .
s . . . Score on
alstead ... . Match

S~~ra on Monday . . ..
= Aatah Danavie

Monday . . ..
Reports . . ..
Round-Up ....
.. Score on Monda
. Match Report
Roughyheds Roun
Team News . ... ¢
Roger Halstead . .”
Monday . . .. Rouc
Reports . . . . Teal =
Round-Up . ... Roger Halstead . . .. Match Re.™ ..
.. Score on Monday . . Roughyheds Round
. Match Reports . . Team News .

LDHAM EVENING

ronlcle

Serving Oldham since 1854

Dnl.lnhu_hnrjs

Score on Mondav =

Tel: 0161 633 2121 Fax: 0161 627 0905
www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk
. Maich Heports . . . . leam News . . . . Score on nmonaay . . ..




