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OLDHAM

a t t h e v e r y h e a r t o f t h e N o r t h k l e s t

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to

live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and

Oldham has the region's largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now

puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

Anew bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system

coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for

investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including anew

Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the

arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be

opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,

West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936.

E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk
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Hot Seit Oldham Rugby League Football

Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street

O l d h a m 0 L 1 1 D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

with

Christopher Hamiiton
CHAIRMAN

Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS

Christopher Hamiliton. Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH

John Harbin

ASSISTANT COACH

Mark Knight
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH

Shaun Gartland

ACADEMY MANAGER

Pete Beswick

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Lisa Sharratt &Danni Turner

CONDITIONER

Andy Proctor
TIMEKEEPER

John Barrett

C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson

Media &Marketing Manager

Nigel Marland
Commercial Manager

John Battye
General Manager

Robin Highfield
S e c r e t a r y & L o t t e r y M a n a g e r

Lorraine Rowbottam

P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R S

Nigel Marland &Brian Walker

WELCOME back to Hurst Cross for today’s game against Whitehaven.

Ihave had to write these notes before the Keighiey game due to the
Jubilee Bank Holiday so the result of that match is unknown.

Having got the Buddies National Cup out of the way we are now
in the process of securing as high aposition as possible in the Northern
Ford Premiership.

As ever with Oldham it has already been aroller coaster season
wi th more than our fa i r share o f t r ibu la t ions to date . On the fie ld we

have made steady progress under John Harbin and the players have
responded well to what he has asked them to do.

Our opponents today always provide atough game and it will be

no different as they are riding high in the league. Paul Cullen has done
an excellent job since becoming coach and with plenty of local lads in

their side they will be fired up.
We have had to deal with some unwelcome attention at the club

over the last couple of weeks with first Steve Molloy, who has been very
influential since returning to the club, being targeted by aleading Super

League club and then with John Harbin being linked with the Salford
coaching position. Needless to say both are still at the club and we are

delighted that they are. Outside recognition is always flattering for both

Oldham and the people concerned but is also worrying if you think you
are in danger of losing key personnel.

In another key issue we have discussed at arecent APC meeting

the issue of whether or not we should have 2divisions below Super
League starting next year. Although not yet finalised the one thing you
can be sure of is that you won’t have heard the last of it.

The reason behind the (unanimous) decision to create National

League 1and 2in the first place was to provide amore evenly
balanced playing competition and to ensure via promotion/relegation
play offs more meaningful games for clubs in each division.

What has happened since is clubs who are now realising that they
may be in Division 2are concerned that they will struggle financially
with this less ‘attractive’ opposition, who bring lower levels of support

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand F ina l i s t s 2001

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(sponsored by J. IV. Lees, Brewers)

Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,

Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,

Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving

1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

etc.

The situation is compounded by being in the middle of the longest
playing season for along, long time and the associated problems that
this brings financially.

There is no doubt that the debate still has along way to go but just
aword of warning -if clubs in the NFP decide to reverse their 2division
structure Iexpect the Super League clubs to try and do away with the

automatic promotion and relegation between Super League and the
NFP -You have been warned!

Enjoy the game.
Chris

The views expressed in this MATCHDAY magazine do not necessarily reflect those of THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e To T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e & R u g b y L e a g u e E x p r e s s F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y

Printed by Pennine Printing Services Ltd. Ripponden, West Yorkshire HX6 4EH ●Tel 01422 825333 ●Fax 01422 825444
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Coach’s CoMMEmfsjirrwith )ohn Harbin

WELCOME to Paul Cullen and his Whitehaven team for today’s

Northern Ford Premiership match of the round. It Is avery Important

game for both sides and I’m certain that the fans will receive value

for money.

My goal for the team since arriving at Oldham has been to

secure aplace in the top ten by the end of June, to consolidate In

July and August, and then prepare for the Play-offs in September.

Obviously there are always going to be setbacks but Istill feel we are

on the right track to achieve our goals. Ifirmly believe that we have a

squad which is capable of being in contention when the finals are
contested at the end of the season.

There is atremendous spirit among the players at the club and

astrong desire to do well for Oldham. There are no egos and no

segregation between the first team and the Alliance and Academy

players. Indeed, it is one of the happiest clubs I’ve been connected

with in my thirty odd years of coaching. I’m fortunate to have avery

good backroom staff and aBoard of Directors which has supported

me in every way possible since my arrival at the club. Perhaps this

will briefly explain why I’m not interested in moving back into Super
League. The players at this club have had enough distractions for

one season and like myself, just want to get on with the job.

On the injury front Joey Hayes is back in first team contention

after acouple of games in the Alliance and Phil Farrell is very close to acome back following alengthy spell on

the sidelines. Personally, there will be no one happier than myself when ‘Faz’ gets back on the field as he’s like a

bear with asore paw and abloody nuisance to have in the dugout each week. We do have one or two players
with minor injuries and it will be acase of resting them when the opportunity arises. Unfortunately for

Whitehaven, this will not be today.

It isn’t often that Isingle players out for special mention but Steve Molloy and ‘Knocker’ Norton have been

producing incredible stats in recent games and there wouldn’t be too many props in the Northern Ford or Super

League who could match their work rate. Not far behind them are Lee Doran, Bryan Henare and David Gibbons
whose work ethic is also second to none.

On afinal note, Iwould like all the fans to know that we all really appreciate your support. It is so much

easier to face adversity when we know that you are behind us. Your loyalty and commitment to the team does
not go un-noticed, particularly by the players and coaching staff. Thank you! I

John

R o u g h y e d s w e b s i t e a d d r e s s :
www.roughyeds.co.uk

PACKAGING LIMITED
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000
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PERSONAL TYRES

EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y LT D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a l W o r k e r s &

Structural Steel Fabricators

U n i t s 4 / 5 ■Whiteswan Industrial Estate

D e r k e r S t r e e t ■O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes -Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Tel . 0161 627 4200 ●Fax. 0161 627 3616

Wish ORLFC every success for 2002

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your
Plant &Tool Hire Needs

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2002 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ●O l d h a m 0 L 1 S T D

Tel : 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Fax: 0161 628 9949

Ashton United F.C.

Always awarm welcome from your hosts JOHN AND BARBARA

Now Open 7Days aWeek
L I V E E N T E R T A I N M E N T E R I D A Y N I G H T S

❖ W I D E S C R E E N D I G I T A L T V ❖

Free party function room available BINGO Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

FREE MEMBERS WEEKLY DRAW <● New members always welcome ❖

Tel : 0161 330 1511
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In Yen Face
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RAIN stopped play at just the right time: 2pm.

Ataxi got us to Ericsson Stadium at 2.40pm in
time, we hoped, for a3pm kick off between
New Zealand Warriors and Newcastle Knights.
I h a d r e a d b a c k i n t h e U . K . t h a t t h e W a r r i o r s

got alot of late walk up support so anticipated
no problem gett ing in. Wrongl Although
Ericsson is abig stadium well able to hold any

crowd the Warriors are likely to get, there are
no turnstiles where you pay to get in. Instead
you queue at the box office for aticket which
you then take to the turnstile (I believe this now
happens at Wigan) and the result is
Solution to the problem? Out comes awoman
w i t h a b o o k o f t i c k e t s f o r t h e d e a r e r s e a t s a n d

takes your money. Great.... and we get in on
time. But what’s the point? Yes, Iknow it stops
gatemen pocketing cash, but it sure as hell
complicates life for the spectators.

The rest of the experience was excellent.

There were plenty of toilets. Food was easy to
get, plentiful and cheap. The same with beer.

I've now been to quite alot of sports grounds
abroad and the one thing that stands out is that
the price is the price. If you pay 3dollars (about
£1 in N.Z.) for abeer outside the ground or the
same for an overflowing tub of chips that’s
what you pay inside. Now try that at any
English ground: 50% dearer is about standard,

double the price not unusual. No wonder we
complain about rip-off Britain.

The other thing that struck me about
E r i c s s o n S t a d i u m w a s i t s l o c a t i o n a n d t h e

crowd. The stadium is definitely set in a

working class area (Manukau) well away from
central Auckland. And the crowd is equally

working class very much like any crowd at an
English game. Since we went to aSuper
Twelve game in Wellington it was quite a
contrast to the ‘chattering classes’ who turned
up at the Westpac Trust Stadium. ‘Chattering
class’ is aparticularly apt description as the
four young ladies immediately behind me
never stopped talking -boyfriends, make-up,
clothes, music, work in fact anything at all
except rugby. But, then the cynics among you
would say that’s what you’d expect with rugby
union!

Umaga (a relative of ex-Halifax fullback Mike

Umaga?) was outstanding and would be great
in R.L. Best for the Jo’burg side was stand-off
Andre Pretorius.

Access to the Westpac Trust Stadium
(where New Zealand will play their R.L. Test
against Australia later this year) is fantastic. It’s
an easy walk from central Wellington -10
minutes at most along the, quayside -and

there’s masses of car-parking in multi-storey
car parks. The stadium’s just past the railway
station, so fans coming in from outlying areas
like the Hutt Valley and Palmerston North walk
off the platform, up the ramps and straight onto
the stadium concourse. All the entry points are

computerised so you put in your ticket, the
barrier opens and in you go (a bit like the
London Underground). Again, loads of food
and drink at sensible prices. Smoking was
absolutely banned anywhere in the ground:
s m o k e r s a r e d e fi n i t e l y d i s c o u r a g e d
everywhere in N.Z. The ground itself holds
about 30,000 and is nicknamed ‘the cake tin’
b e c a u s e t h a t ’ s w h a t i t r e s e m b l e s . I t ’ s a l l s e a t e r

and the hospitality boxes run all the way round
the ground. It generates aterrific atmosphere
unlike Ericsson which is open on three sides,
although the main stand there is massive.

And, how about this? You can walk into

any Post Office anywhere in New Zealand and
buy aticket to any match anywhere in the
coun t r y because the who le sys tem i s
computerised. Imagine getting tickets for Man.
U. at aPost Office in Plymouth! And the cost?
The cheapest tickets at North Harbour Stadium
i n Au ck l a n d w e re 5 d o l l a r s t o s t a n d o r s i t o n t h e

grass bank (3 dollars to the pound). At Ericsson
or Westpac you could get agood seat for 10
dollars (about £3.30). It certainly makes you
think.

chaos!

And, don’t you just love acountry where

you walk into abar at weekend and there’s
three massive TV. screens, two showing Super

Twelve and one N.F.L. rugby league? In New
Zealand RUGBY (of whichever sor t ) is
definitely king! That said there was the usual
contrast in marketing. Walk into just about any
shop and you can buy an All Blacks shirt and
the official Adidas shirts are plentiful. However
a K i w i s s h i r t o r a W a r r i o r s h i r t i s a d i f f e r e n t

m a t t e r . B o t h a r e m a n u f a c t u r e d f o r P u m a b u t

except at Ericsson Stadium they were as rare
as hen’s teeth in the shops. It just goes to show
that R.L. has exactly the same problems on the
other side of the world as it does at home.

Actua l l y the Super Twe lve game -
Hurricanes vCats was quite good. The match

presentation was excellent (Bradford Bulls
style) and the emphasis of the play was to re¬
cycle the ball quickly and attack. Even the
lineouts showed imagination Jonah Lomu was
desperately disappointing, but centre Tana

7



O n T h i s D a y . . .

Don Yates looks back to June 9th yesteryear
V

X

This afternoon Whitehaven pay their first ever
visit to Hurst Cross. These days ciubs are
caiied upon to piay at various venues and

two years ago, on Friday 9th June 2000,
Whitehaven aiso broke new ground when

they visited Edge Haii Road, the Orreil RUFC
ground for aNorthern Ford Premiership
match against Swinton. At haif-time Swinton

looked home and dry when they led 24-8 but
Whitehaven staged an astonishing revival
w h i c h s a w t h e m l e a d u n t i l t w o m i n u t e s f r o m

t ime when alate try enabled Swinton to
snatch a28-28 draw. The five Whitehaven

t r i e s t h a t e v e n i n g c a m e f r o m C r a i g

Chambers, Craig Walsh, Graeme Morton,
L e e K i d d i e a n d D a v i d S e e d s w i t h K e v i n

Hetherington adding four goals. Four years
prev ious ly, on Sunday 9th June 1996,
Whitehaven won on more familiar territory

when they registered a33-24 victory over
Rochdale Hornets a t Spot land. Loose-
forward Steve Maguire was the star of that
Whitehaven victory, landing three goals and a

dropped goal, and driving on his colleagues
who scored tries through David Seeds (2),
Peter Dover, Glyn Palmer and Cassino

Doyle. Sean Casey also landed three goals.
On that same afternoon’ Sunday 9th June
1996, Oldham defeated Warrington 35-24

before aWatersheddings crowd of 3,243.
Darren Abram, Ian Sherratt, Rob Myler, David
Bradbury and Adie Belle scored tries for the

Roughyeds with Paul Topping adding seven
goals and Martin Crompton chipping in with a

dropped goal. Three
former Oldham juniors
were included in the

Warrington line-up,
full-back

Eckersley, stand-off

l e s t y n H a r r i s a n d
gsecond-row forward
JPaul Sculthorpe whilst
;alongside Sculthorpe

in the Warrington pack
: w a s P a u l C u l l e n , n o w

doing afantast ic job
a s h e a d c o a c h a t t h e

Recreation Grounds.

Five years ago Br i t i sh c lubs were
suffering against Australian opposition in the

World Club Championship competition.
However, on Monday 9th June 1997 results
t o o k a l i t t l e t u r n f o r t h e b e t t e r . O v e r a t O d s a l

Bradford led Penrith 16-6 at half-time and

should have gone on to win but the Panthers
h i t b a c k i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f t o s n a t c h a 2 0 - 1 6

victory. Meanwhile, on the other side of the
World in Sydney, Wigan pulled off a

remarkable 22-18 victory over Canterbury at
the Belmore Sports ground. The pie-eaters
actually led 22-0 after an hour of that match
before alate flourish made the score alittle

more respectable for the Bulldogs.
Forty-five years ago World Champions

G r e a t B r i t a i n s e t o f f t o d e f e n d t h e i r c r o w n

w h e n t h e W o r l d C u p w a s s t a g e d i n

Australasia. Three Oldham players were
included in the British squad and all three
appeared when the Lions met Western

Australia in a‘warmup’ game at Perth on
Sunday 9th June 1957. The locals were no
match for Britain who ran in 16 tries as they

coasted to a66-5 viotory. All three Oldham
players made the score sheet with prop-
forward Sid Little and loose-forward Derek

Turner each scoring atry whilst substitute
A l a n D a v i e s t o u c h e d d o w n t w i c e a n d a l s o

landed three goals.

-1 Although Britain
World Cup to

Australia, they
■> c o n t i n u e d t o d o m i n a t e

t h e t e s t s e r i e s a r o u n d

‘m,that time. On Saturday
^*-J 9th June 1962 acrowd

of 70,174 crammed

Sydney Cr i cke t

*4Ground for the first
test of that 1962 tour.

,Most left disappointed
—because, although the

K a n g a r o o s j u m p e d
into an early 7-0 lead,

B r i t a i n d o m i n a t e d t h e r e a f t e r a n d r a n o u t

c o m f o r t a b l e w i n n e r s 3 1 - 1 2 . L o o s e - f o r w a r d

Derek Turner again scored atry, although by
then he had left Oldham for Wakefield Trinity,
and another try scorer was the St.Helens’
second-row forward Dick Huddart, arguably

the greatest player ever produced by the
Whitehaven club.

t

Chris

D e r e k T u r n e r4?-

A J

Paul Cullen
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Adamsons
Marshall

Pumps

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers,

support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled

technical expertise

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

we

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

Member oi the

\jt OP QRgflT
■ HnuwnM

i£O900i,
C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m ■OL1 1UA

Tel :  0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)

Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mall: lnfo@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

HAD AN ACCIDENT?
Y O U M A Y B E E N T I T L E D T O C O M P E N S A T I O N

NO WIN, NO FEE
F R E E H O M E V I S I T S

F I R S T I N T E R V I E W E R E E W I T H O U T A N Y O B L I G AT I O N S

I u

✓

4

C A L L U S N O W O N :

0800 917 7278
W E K N O W T H E A N S W E R

KEITH DYSON SOLICITORS
T H E P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y S P E C I A L I S T S

3 9 L i v e r p o o l R o a d C a s t l e fi e l d M a n c h e s t e r M 3 4 N Q
Tel : 0161 832 9933
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The TEAM RYDERg?
DUTTON

pi

A t G E O R G E H I L L

i t ' s n e v e r a T R Y I N G

' J exper ience. We
Lhave all the products
*C you need to get the

'right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

E S T A T E A G E N T S

V A L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S

r n

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional

approach to any

property matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL 1HA

Tel . 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermili, Heywood,

Giossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

/\

/

u

7/Ia
si

I T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
— S c o t t fi e l d R o a d , o f f A s h t o n R o a d , O l d h a m O L 8 I L B

Tel :OI6 l 627 2020 Fax:OI6 l 633 2250

E - m a i l : s a l e s @ g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k w w w. g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S & S O N S L I M I T E D
Established 1947 

Plumbers ●Electricians Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &. Safety Audits.
Commercial Insu.

Castle House,Sch afield Street

Goo dwin

BEBTf
nee Brokers

J O U t k a m . O L S I Q L

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785O l d h a m C h a m b f r

Commurtity
Legal Service

Criminal

Defence Service

¥

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON
S O L I C I T O R S s i n c e 1 7 9 5

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

TEL :0161 624 6811 FAX: 0161 624 3743

EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com

P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M
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U 2 1 A l l i a n c e A p p e a r a n c e s & S c o r e r s 2 0 0 2

P l a y e r A p p S u b T G D G P t s

G. Dodd 2

M, Harland 6

A. Gibbons 1

S. Conway 5

J. Mitchell 6 2 1 2

G. Barber 1

P. Benneh5

D. Guest 5

J. Kirkland 6 2 1

A. Sharples 6

D. Newton 7 1 1

A. Whitaker 2 1

G.Johnson

J. Wanklyn

A. Clayton

A. Proctor 7 1 1

D. Heywood

C. Campbell 3

K. Brennan 4

D. Lacey 7 2 1

D. Atkinson 1

M. Grady 3

R. Arrowsmith 1

K. Lancashire 6 2

D. Hulbert 1 3 1

N. Grennan

A. Murray 3

M. McDermoh 3 1 3

J. Brassington 3 2 . 1

R. Hollic 3

T. Lansman 3 1 3

D. Nanyn

W. Cowell 3

D. Norcross

M.Sibson 2

R. Stazicker 2

S. Brown 1 1

J. Heyes

N. Roden

C. Carter

#

2

2 4

1 3 10N. -

2

Sir 4

with Shaun Oartland and Mark Knight 4

Academy First Division Fixtures 41

6MAY
411 OLDHAM

15 OLDHAM

18 OLDHAM

25 Dewsbury Rams

Sheffield Eagles W22-20

Keighley Cougars W60-12

Worklngfon Town
OLDHAM

V

4
V

2
PV

6 24
L20-12V

16 484
JUNE 4

2Keighley Cougars
8OLDHAM

16 Sheffield Eagles
22 OLDHAM

29 Barrow Raiders

OLDHAM

Whifehaven

OLDHAM

Doncaster Dragons
OLDHAM

W46-26V

2.30V

12.30V

5 102.30V

42.30V

1
JULY

6OLDHAM

21 Whitehaven

27 OLDHAM

Leigh Centurions
OLDHAM

Barrow Raiders

2.30V
12

1.00V
4

2.30V

12AUGUST

3OLDHAM

11 Leigh Centurions v

18 Workington Town v
SEPTEMBER

1Doncaster Dragons vOLDHAM

8Academy First Division Grand Final Play Offs

21 Academy Championship Grand Final Play Offs

28 Academy First Division Grand Final

1Dewsbury Rams
OLDHAM

OLDHAM

2.30V

4 1612.45
31 41.00

3 12

1 4
1.00

1

1

1

U 2 1 A L L I A N C E S P R I N G C U P R E S U L T S

Dewsbury Rams
Rochdale Hornets

Workington Town

Batley Bulldogs
Rochdale Hornets

Batley Bulldogs

(A) Won 18-12

32-10

30-14

Thursday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Thursday

14th February
2nd March

22nd March

30th March

6th April

13th April

25th April

(A) Lost

(H) Won

74-8(A) Lost

22-10(H) Lost

(H) W o n

Batley Bulldogs (Semi Finals) (A) L o s t

48-20

36-18

U 2 1 A L L I A N C E C O N T I N U A T I O N L E A G U E F I X T U R E S

18th May

23rd May
6th June

13th June

(A) Won

Won

52-6Saturday

Thursday

Thursday

Thursday

Batley Bulldogs
Rochdale Hornets

Batley Bulldogs
Rochdale Hornets

(H) 22-21

(H) 7.30pm k.o.

7.30pm k.o.(Castleton)(A)
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APC clubs covered old ground re-dlscussing
next season’s fixture formula (one division or

two) at ameeting held on Thursday 30th

May and chaired for the first time by new
RFL executive chairman Richard Lewis.

Reports indicate that the issue is evenly split
and will probably go before the RFL Council

on July 31st. Should this happen Super
League club will become involved, each

having two votes and each APC club one. As

the two division structure had previously
been ratified by the Council it’s on the cards

that Super League clubs wil l affirm the
e a r l i e r d e c i s i o n .

Hull KR chairman Wayne Smith best
summed up, “My personal opinion is that we
should have astable situation and follow

through the commitment we made after the

Strategic Review. Ibelieve it’s good for all
clubs in both the first and second division to

play more competitive rugby. We can’t go on

with the league structure we’ve got.’’. Here,
here!

R i c h a r d L e w i s i n f e r s t h a t a f o u r t h c l u b

(although not named but believed to be
Bridgend RUFC) has joined Bramley, York

and North London Skolars in applying for
inclusion in next season’s National League

Two. The Welsh club have made public abid
for Super League for season 2004, their
c h i e f e x e c u t i v e f o r m e r S a l f o r d a n d W i d n e s

Adrian Hadley, claiming that the nucleus of
t h e s i d e w i l l b e r e c r u i t e d f r o m e s t a b l i s h e d

league players with ‘consideration’ being

given to applying to join the NFP next
season to give the ‘South Wales kids’ a

chance to play both codes.
❖ ❖ ❖

T H E fi r s t f u l l w e e k e n d o f N F P fi x t u r e s

following the break for the National Cup
were completed last weekend with today’s

v i s i t o r s W h i t e h a v e n u n d o u b t e d l y s t i l l
smarting from the defeat by Swinton Lions, a

side that had previously won only one of
eleven NFP matches. Suffering injuries with

the added problem of fatigue from the mid

week derby against Workington two defeats
have seen ‘Haven drop from third to seventh
in the table.

No other shocks but why oh why were

Barrow, Workington and Whitehaven all
playing at home on the same day?

Hard pitches are now allowing for a
good number of high scoring, exciting and

competitive top of the ground matches

Keighley 32 Oldham 34, Doncaster 20 Leigh
35, Featherstone 46 Hull KR 40, Whitehaven

26 Swinton 34 are all examples from last

Sundays results. If the majority of NFP
fixtures fell into this category there would be

n o n e e d t o c o n t i n u o u s l y d i s c u s s
attendances.

'.r.

o

V

cv

5

NFP F ix tu res Sunday, 9 th June

Barrow Raiders vSwinton Lions

Chorley Lynx vGateshead Thunder
Dewsbury Rams vHuddersfield Giants
Hull Kingston Rovers vKeighley Cougars
Hunslet Hawks vBatley Bulldogs
Leigh Centurions vSheffield Eagles
Oldham vWhitehaven

Rochdale Hornets vFeatherstone Rovers
Richard Lewis
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In

Town Today
ITEHAV'EAf RLFC

MARK COX -Prop. Agiant forward signed from
Wath Brow Hornets in 1996, he was noticed by

GB in the Academy side and represented them in
the 1997 Academy team against France. Strong
robust forward with good hands.
AARON LESTER -Hooker. The ciub captain, a

New Zeaiander, Aaron is rated by many as one

of the best piayers outside Super League. A
dedicated professionai he played for Auckiand
Warriors before coming to Haven in 1999.
M A R C J A C K S O N - H o o k e r . T h i s l i v e w i r e h o o k e r

from the Wath Brow Hornets ARLFC joined the

ciub iast year. Aformer BARLA international who
has quickly adapted to pro rugby.
DEAN VAUGHAN -P rop . Young p laye r w i th
t r e m e n d o u s w o r k r a t e . A f o r m e r A c a d e m y

skipper and BARLA international from Kells, he
was one of Haven’s most consistent performers
in last season’s first team.

PHIL SHERWEN -Prop/Second Row .Big

powerful forward who joined the Haven in Jan
2001 after featuring for BARLA in fhe emerging

Nat ions Wor ld Cup. Aproduct of Wath Brow
Hornets ARLFC, he is having abig season in
2002.

GRAEME MORTON -Second Row. Experienced

and long serving forward, he was signed from
(yes, you guessed) Kells in 1993 after
representing BARLA Great Britain U19s against
Australia and France. Missed most of last season

through Injury but looking to regain his place this
season,

defender.

C H R I S M C K I N N E Y - S e c o n d R o w . A m e m b e r o f

last season’s Widnes Vikings NFP Premiers.
Returned to his home town club during the close

season and is proving agood acquisition. An
industrious hard working back row forward.
GARY SMITH -Prop/Utility forward. Asigning
f r o m K e l l s a m a t e u r i n 1 9 9 9 w h o m a d e h i s n a m e

in the Alliance side before gaining some first

team experience last season. Strong running
forward.

SPENCER MILLER -Back Row. Another signing
from the Kel ls amateurs. Ahard running fast

fo rward who was a regu la r fi rs t teamer las t
season. He represented the NFP Under 21s last
year.
IAN DEVLIN

International forward who joined the club in 2000
from Barrow amateurs Wainey Central. Can play
second row and also cover back positions.
G A R R Y P U R D H A M - L o o s e F o r w a r d . A m e m b e r

of Egremont’s Conference winning side and has
powered his way into aregular first team place
since joining Haven. Powerful runner and strong
in defence.

HAVEN this season are once again coached by

ex Warrington star Paul Cullen and are looking to
go better than last season when they just missed
out on aplay off berth despite of alengthy injury

WESLEY WILSON -Full Back

Atalented full back who captained his country at
BARLA U18 level, he signed from Wath Brow

Hornets in January 1997 and secured afirs t

team place very quickly. Came back last year
from abad injury and looks to be in top form for
t h i s s e a s o n .

PAUL O’NEIL -Full back/wInger.

Originally signed as afull back but now featuring
a s a w i n g e r , t h i s f o r m e r K e l l s y o u n g s t e r

graduated to the top flight during last season and
appeared many times in the first team. A
consistent player.
D AV I D S E E D S -

Full back/centre .Astrong

running centre and prolific

try-scorer, one of the most
experienced players in the

squad. David toured Australia
with the BARLA GB squad in

1998, another product of the
famous Ke l l s c lub .

HOWARD HILL -Second rowicentre. Alocal lad

who played for Oldham Bears in Super League
and has now rejoined his home town club after a
spell at Swinton. He brings agood physical
presence to the team and turned in consistently
good performances last season.
R Y A N C A M P B E L L - C e n t r e . A f o r m e r W a t h

B row Ho rne t who made h i s name i n t he A l l i ance

side last year and has alot of potential. A
Cumbrian County Academy player and recently
played for GB students vOueensland.
MARK WALLACE -Winger. Returned to Haven

In 2000 after spending some time at Workington
Town. Apacy winger who has missed most of
last season through injury but making agood
comeback this year.
LEROY JOE -Sc rum Of f . Re-s igned by the

Haven last year, after aspell with Hull KR, after
originally joining the club in 1997 from North
Queensland Cowboys. Represented the Cook
Island in the recent Lincoln World Cup. Aciassy

f o o t b a l l e r a n d a k e y m e m b e r o f t h e H a v e n

squad.
STEVE KIRKBRIDGE -Scrum Half Aproduct of

local amateurs Kells. He joined Warrington in
1997 and was their Alliance player of the year in
2000 before returning home in Jan 2001. A
classy no.7 and avery accurate kicker.

list.

Ut i l i t y P laye r. ABARLA
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... with Brian Walker

Todays Roughyed supporters could

never claim to have been influenced by

footballing success and there are not

many amongst us who can remember

way back to 1956 when we last won a

major trophy. Had that success continued

until recent times we would be greater in
numbers.

This was best highlighted at last

seasons Grand Final. Whilst the game
w a s c o v e r e d l i v e o n t e l e v i s i o n s o m e

3000 Oldham supporters responded to

t h e b u g l e c a l l b u t W i d n e s a t e a m

successful through the eighties and early

nineties brought around 5000 supporters
a n d w h a t w a s n o t i c e a b l e t h e r e w e r e

many more youngster amongst the

Viking support than the Roughyeds.

It has been well publicised that Hurst

Cross attendances’ are disappointing

with only around 1000 Oldham fans

turning out for Tuesday nights Rochdale

Hornets needle derby. They should each
take abow.

Bu t the bo t tom l i ne i s tha t the cho ice

that everyone now has in how to spend
t he i r l e i su re t ime and the cash assoc ia ted

w i t h i t i s w i d e r t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . T o

attract back on aregular basis the

missing fans from the 3000 who attended

the Grand Final plus those that were

happy to watch the game from the

comfort of their own armchair the product
h a s t o b e m o r e d e s i r a b l e t h a n a l l t h e

alternatives. As simple as that.

That desirability will be determined by

three things, continual success on the

field, attractive fixtures and acomfortable

and conveniently sited stadium from
which to watch it.

Not everybody is anutcase!

SAT IN the psychiatrists chair wearing a

bulging and dated replica shirt the middle

aged man was asked by the shrink ‘Are

you aRoughyeds fan then?’ ‘Give over’

growled the reply ‘it’s bad enough being
anutcase!’

The oldest are always the best but

being anutcase and having athick skin

are for most of us prior requisites to

being Roughyeds fans.

“ I t ’ s t w o s e a s o n s s i n c e t h e c l u b w o n

amajor trophy!’ moaned the back page of

the Wigan local, ‘Rhino’s supporters

experience aroller coaster of emotions’

complained the Yorkshire Post,

‘Murrayfield is no Wembley!’ bleated the

St. Helens correspondent. If life’s tough

at the top for Super League fans it’s red

hot in the wrong half of the N.F.P. for us

Roughyeds. How we Oldham fans would
l o v e t o r e a d ‘ I t ’ s t w o s e a s o n s i n c e t h e

club won amajor trophy!’ we would fall

o v e r o u r s e l v e s f o r t h e h e a d l i n e

‘Roughyeds in first major final for almost

50 years’.

‘ S m a l l c l u b O l d h a m a l m o s t s n a t c h

victory’, ‘Oldham create shock!’ ‘Oldham

destined never to play at Wembley’ and

from one tabloid during Super League

days ‘Emerging Oldham failed at Odsal

by narrowest of margins’. That’s after 120

years of emerging! But it’s headlines
f a s h i o n e d i n t h i s m a n n e r t h a t O l d h a m

fans have lived with, year in, year out.

Over the years the club has won lots

of first class trophies and for periods

been one of the strongest in the game

but for too many years now has been at
b e s t t h e b r i d e s m a i d a n d f o r m o s t o f t h a t

t i m e n o m o r e t h a n a m e m b e r o f t h e

congregation.

14



U/^ yUcUto4}4e^
BELIEVE it or believe it not but every now

a n d t h e n R u g b y L e a g u e a c t u a l l y
p roduces some good i deas . I n recen t
years foremost of these has been the Big
Screen and the video referee. With

soccer unable to grasp the importance of
ensuring correct decisions, particularly
regarding when the ball has crossed the
g o a l l i n e o r w h e n a p l a y e r i s o f f s i d e ,

p r e f e r r i n g i n s t e a d t o h a v e a p a c k o f
baying hounds surrounding the referee or
his assistant ( l inesmen in any sensible
person’s language) shouting obscenit ies
and i n t im ida t i ng sa id o f fic ia l s t he reby
setting awonderful example to the
nation’s youth by overpaid, underworked
prima donnas and with cricket trapped in
some half way l imbo whereby arun out
t h a t a b l i n d m a n c o u l d a w a r d i s r e f e r r e d

to athird umpire but an Ibw that had
every chance o f demol ish ing a l l th ree
stumps and was somehow held in doubt
by the dozing official at the crease is not
passed on, you might think that Rugby
League would be universally praised for
its innovative use of technology and its

ability to get the most crucial decisions in
amatch right i.e. whether atry has been
scored or not. [When did you last read a
sentence that long? -Ed.]

Well, apparently in Widnes (and one
or two equally obscure places) they think
differently. And all because in arecent
game against Hull the video ref. chalked
o f f t h ree wou ld be t r i es t o t he home s i de

w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t t h e A i r l i e B i r d s r a n o u t

winners. And was the video ref wrong?
Well, actually, no he wasn’tl So, what we

are saying is that Widnes fans don’t want
the Big Screen so that their side can be
awarded illegal tries and thereby win the
match. (That’s called cheating to you and
me). Ithink there must be something in
t h e w a t e r o v e r H a l t o n S t a d i u m w a y
b e c a u s e a n y s e n s i b l e p e r s o n w o u l d
recognise what aboon the Big Screen
has been to the game. Afor tn ight ago
Halifax similarly had three ‘tries’ rubbed
out in their game against Warrington: the
d i f fe rence here was tha t the B lue Sox had

the resilience and determination to

o v e r c o m e t h e i r d i s a p p o i n t m e n t a n d ,
playing the full 80 minutes won the game
in the dying seconds. Alesson here for all
those Vik ing b lea te rs - i f your team is

good enough you’ll win the game anyway:
it’s down to alittle thing called character.

So, having established that the Big
Screen is good for the game [have we? -
Ed.] the obvious thing is to extend the use
of video refs, to every game possible. Of
course not every ground wil l have Sky

TV. technology available but since every
game is already videoed it wouldn’t be
too difficult to have acamera on the in

goal area as well. After all they manage it
in Australia so why not here? When the
stakes are so high it makes sense to use
the technology we’ve got. So let’s hear no
m o r e f r o m t h e L u d d i t e s a n d m o a n e r s w h o

want to take us back to the dark ages I

N o w , f o r e v e r y r e m a r k a b l e a n d
successful development in Rugby League

there is always acock up waiting round
the corner. In this case it’s the League

structure, having decided to split the
N.F.P. in two and to develop apyramid
s t r u c t u r e o f fi v e n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s o f 1 0

c l u b s p e r d i v i s i o n t h e w h o l e i d e a i s
suddenly in jeopardy. Me thinks planning
in R.L. does not extent beyond about 10
daysl All of asudden the N.RP. clubs are
getting cold feet because the lowlier
bre th ren fea r fo r t he i r a t tendances w i thou t

fixtures against the big boys (you see you
didn’t realise Oldham, Rochdale and

Leigh were the big boys did you?). Since
t w o d i v i s i o n s w a s t r i e d w i t h i n l i v i n g
m e m o r y ( t h r e e s e a s o n s a g o t o b e
prec ise) Ihappen to th ink they ’ re r ight
but, then, that’s just me ahumble journey¬
man.

Equally, it now transpires there might
not be enough B.A.R.L.A clubs willing to
c o n v e r t t o s u m m e r a n d c o m e o n b o a r d .

Well, surprise, surprisel Didn’t anyone
ac tua l l y do any l obby ing o r r esea rch
before coming up with the master plan or
did the R.F.L./B.A.R.L.A. ‘war’ extend so

far that no-one was speaking to each
other? So, in the next few weeks Ifully

expect it to be back to the drawing board,
Jim, for plan B. Ionly hope Mr Lewis has
astrong constitution and agood supply of
t ranqui l l isers: he’s going to need them
trying to run Red Hall.

GC
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i'ilisitail'3 uldlcii
... from the pen of Michael Turner

T O D A Y w e e x t e n d a w a r m w e l c o m e t o

the players, officials and supporters of
o u r C u m b r i a n v i s i t o r s f r o m W h i t e h a v e n ,

the match I’ve chosen to feature in the

programme today was the opening fixture
of the 1987-88 campaign. On that day,

Sunday August 30th 1987, Oldham

travelled up to the Recreation Ground

and the match was played in brilliant
sunshine.

Agood crowd of over three thousand
turned up for what was expected to be a

c losely fought match. They weren’ t

disappointed.

“Haven” opened brightly but it was

Oldham who opened the scoring by way

of aKeith Atkinson penalty goal after

seven minutes. There were some “big

hits” going in from both sets of forwards

and acouple of Oldham indiscretions
e n a b l e d t h e C u m b r i a n s t o t a k e t h e l e a d

cou r t esy o f tw o W i l l i e R i cha rdson

penalties on sixteen and twenty five
minutes. However, the advantage for the
h o m e s i d e w a s s h o r t l i v e d a n d O l d h a m

got the first try of the match when the

ever alert Paddy Kirwan pounced on a

loose ball to score just before the half
h o u r m a r k . A t k i n s o n c o n v e r t e d t o

conclude the first half scoring with the

Roughyeds ahead by eight points to four.

Another Richardson goal early in the
s e c o n d h a l f r e d u c e d t h e a r r e a r s f o r

Whitehaven but again Oldham hit back

straight away and within two minutes big

prop Ian Sherratt had forced his way over

by the posts to give Atkinson an easy
c o n v e r s i o n . F o r t h e n e x t 2 5 m i n u t e s

Whitehaven through everything at the
Oldham defence but the Roughyeds held

firm with splendid tacking stints from

Sherratt, Ian Sanderson and skipper Mai

Graham. Seven minutes from time Hugh

Waddell emulated his prop colleague by

scoring himself with asimilar effort. This
t i m e M i c k W o r r a l l a d d e d o n t h e e x t r a s

and Oldham finished up winners by

twenty points to six.

OLDHAM:

KAtkinson, RIrving, CHawkyard,
KMeadows, JEdwards, SPeters

PKirwan; ISherratt, ISanderson,

HWaddell, MWorrall, MGraham,

TFlanagan,
subs: PSherman, PRound.
WHITEHAVEN:

Lightfoot, Richardson, Fisher, McConnell,
Lofthouse, Cameron, Hall; Rose,

Mounsey, Howse,Bell, Hetherington,
Fearon.

Attendance: 3,122

Referee: Mr BSimpson -Manchester
“Oldham prop forward Hugh Waddell, who scored in
the match vWhitehaven in August 1988."
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So how did it come about your parting from
Warrington? What actually happened and
why Oldham?

Well with Oldham being my home town,
and I've always supported Oldham, and before
actually signing for Warrington Idid have talks

with Oldham Bears, but things never
progressed due to
over that. What did Warrington say when the
time came, did they Just say sorry? No. What

actually happened was the season before Ileft
Ihad acouple of enquiries and to be quite
honest Warrington really didn't want me to go.
They said that Ihad afuture there. Then

towards the back end of my last season there
I b e c a m e m o r e a w a r e t h a t c h a n c e s w e r e

becoming more limited and to progress I
needed afresh challenge. As soon as Oldham
became afirm interest there was no other club

for me. It had to be Oldham so Ijumped at it
really. You didn't let Christopher Hamilton
know that because he'd have been knocking
some numbers off the end of the centract.

No, you never tell him that do you? Not when

it comes to contracts. Once the firm approach
came from Oldham nothing else was in my
mind. Just get away from Warrington and get
that fresh challenge at Oldham.

Who's been the greatest influence on you in
Rugby League?

Td have to say my parents. They've
backed me through thick and thin over the
years. Certainly in my early years Idid have a

lot of success and they managed to keep my
feet on the ground and when times became a
bit rough at Warrington they were always
there for me. So I'd have to say my parents.
But Waterhead have agreat youth section and

my skills level through them were superb and
even my school teachers so there's been alot
of people who've helped me.

What's the most memorable moment, for
you, so far in your rugby career?

There's been quite afew. Td have to say
one of my early ones was playing in the
curtain raiser at Wembley for Oldham schools.
You weren't in the first ever Oldham team to

play at Wembley? You look far too young.

No, it was 1991, Oldham versus Batley and
Dewsbury. So Td have to say that was one of
my earliest and best memories, scoring atry
at Wembleyl It's something Ican always take,
with me. Ican tell by the size of the smile

AChance to Meet. .Gareth Barber

Gareth, first of all, welcome to 'A Chance to
Meet' and the first question has to be, where

and when were you born and who's In your
family?

early age, about thirteen or fourteen.
Obviously at the time Iwas abit nervous
because they weren't the only club, there were

quite afew and they were abit pushy. What do
you mean 'a bit pushy'? Well, when you’re
getting four phone calls, once they have

someone in their sights, as the other lads will
tell you, they don't give up until you've made

adecision. At the time, with me playing with
Kevin Sinfield, Chris Hough and that, there

always tended to be ascout around. You just
got on with it!

you know. We'll gloss

Iwas born at the Royal Oldham Hospital

on 15th December 1980 and there's myself,
my older sister, she's 24, and my Mum and
my Dad.

That's the family then. What about your first
memory of Rugby League?

Well my Mum and my Dad got me into

it and I've always been abit of an Oldham fan
to be honest From an early age my Dad used
to always watch Oldham and he used to drag

me along when Iwas about three or four. I
always used to lie on the top of the opposition
dug-out So It was you back at the old

Watersheddings? Iremember seeing you
there when you were alittle lad! Yes, my
favourite player was Tom Naidole, Ithink it

was then, and afew others tike that Early
memories.

Right you got on with It and signed for

Warrington. What was It like? Did you go
over there to train? What was your time like
there?

Well initially before signing the contract
Ihad alook round, at other clubs as well, and

at the time Warrington were really big on
Youths, lestyn and Paul Sculthorpe had just

broke through and even John Hough. They
were in the first team. At the time it was Brian

Johnson and they made abig effort towards

me, they didn't promise me alot of things, but
they said "produce the goods, and you'll do

alright here". It was just afamily club and as I
progressed through from fourteen, fifteen,

just before playing the Academy Irealty
enjoyed it Itrained quite alot John Dorahay

was in charge and things were looking good
and then Darryl came in and that's when I
started playing. Ienjoyed my time, but never

really reached the potential that Ihad leaving
the amateur game towards the professional
game. Having had agood couple of seasons I

suppose you could say Ihit abit of arut in the

ATeam side and never really progressed onto
the first team. Disappointed with that, and
any reason for it? Amajor disappointment I
had such expectations of myself Ireally

wanted, and still do. I've still got this burning
ambition inside me to be the best Ican be. I

was just majorly disappointed never to really
make the grade. But the club had financial
t roubles and was in abi t o f amess and at

times the Youths just seemed to get pushed
away and it was all

I'll ask you about them In amoment, but first
where did you play your first game of rugby

league?
Throughout my amateur career Ialways

used to play for Waterhead so my first game,
Ithink, would have been for the 'Under 9's' of

Waterhead at Stanningly in Leeds. Did you
play rugby af Junior school? Yes, abit Iwent

to Knowsley Junior School which led to
Saddleworth with Eddie Barton, Oldham's

'Stats man'. So rugby straight through. What
about your pinnacle at Waterhead, you didn't

ever get to feature In any of the Standard Cup
Finals did you? No, no Iwas way gone before
then. Iplayed there up until Iwas fifteen, my

last season, as Td signed acontract and
Warrington weren't too keen on me playing
amateur rugby, Iplayed ‘Town Team' and

England Schools and never further up.

Now you signed for Warrington, how did they
get to find out about you, and what did you
think when you found ouf fhey were, 'sniffing

reund' Ithink is the phrase?
To be honest Tm not too sure how they

found out about me, but it was at quite an you know.

Let your Jobcentre work for you
With 50,000 new jobs coming on to our books every week, we can

help you find the job you want. If you are out of work and looking

for afull or part time job, call in at your local Jobcentre or telephone

Employment Service Direct on; 0845 6060 234
You can also search online through our entire jobs database at

the Jobcentre Pius website: www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk Jobcentre
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that came across your face as you said
"scoring atry at Wembley" how good that
was. Yes, it felt fantastic. At the time Iwas
only eleven and abit naive, it's just another

try. But looking back now its something good.
Also I'd have to say playing for England
schools was memorable.

What about your worst memories then?

As aspectator, that try that got
d i s a l l o w e d i n t h e s e m i - fi n a l f o r O l d h a m

against Warrington. As soon as you started
"As aspectator" ithought you may bring that
one up. As aplayer? It must have been when

Irealised that Warrington wasn't the dream
m o v e f o r m e . T h a t t i m e s w e r e b a d a n d

something had to be done to get afresh
challenge. Isuppose it was towards the back

end of my last season at Warrington that Ihad
my worst time!

What about the biggest character you've
come across in the game?

Well there's certainly been afew. There

were afew at Warrington, but you've got your
Cleggy, he's abig, massive, character at the
club, and Keith Brennan as well, you've even
got your Phil Farrell's who manages to chip in
with the odd joke here and there. So Td have

to say one of those three.

If Iasked you what was your ambition in
Rugby League, you're enjoying piaying for
Oidham, but is it Super League for you?

I'd like to think so. Certainly at the

moment things are going well for me. I'm
hoping to establish myself within the Oldham
side, but Super League is something that I've
always wanted and I've still got that ambition.
So yes, it's still Super League, but at the

moment let's get Oldham into the Super
League.

Are you enjoying your rugby?
Yes, Loving it. If you don't enjoy it, you

don't perform, so training and everything
about it is just fantastic. Imean, getting paid
for playing the game you love, you can't fault
it can you really.

This in ferv iew wi l l be broadcasi in fu l i on

Radio Caveil -1350AM next Friday during

"Sports Preview" between 5-00 and 6-OOpm.

Gareth (pictured right) in his 1999 Student
Rugby League Worid Cup strip.

For the best coverage of the Northern
Ford Premiership..,Every Monday.

RUCBYm

NORTHERN

FORD
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T
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The power &protect ion

behind Britains top rugby players

Br i ta ins mos t popu la r and e f fec t i ve

spor ts nut r i t ion brand for ach iev ing your

physique and performance goals..

s sponsored rugby playersJust some of Maximusch

■Improved rehydration

■P a c k o n m u s c l e s i z e

■Increase raw strength

■Develop explosive power

■L o s e e x c e s s b o d y f a t

■Increase energy

■Gain increased mental focus

■Boos t you r immune sys tem

vl-

Safe, 'n

natural, legal

&drug free

,supplement^

Whatever your goals... You’ll find numerous

scientifically proven supplements specific

to your training &physique goals.

3 e a s y w a y s t o c o n t a c t a n d b u y f r o m u s . . .

1) Maximuscle supplements are available from

JJB, L.A fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,

Health &diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi

stores and all good gyms, sports and health

food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour

catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:
www.maximuscle.com

I'I »v . m a x l m u s c l e . c o m

A

S p o r t s n u t r i t i o n a t i t s b e s t

yjlKCim

tEATAMA^
■KiSMoet^.
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H e r e ’ s a s o l u t i o n f o r a n y o n e

struggling to lose weight
Have you ever tried to lose weight, but found that your weight loss slowed right

down after just afew weeks? Or that you lost fat from every part of

your body EXCEPT the place you wanted to lose It most?

Frustrating, isn’t it?

Although an effective exercise and diet programme WILL help you lose weight, many people
on fat-burning supplements (such as Thermobol) to make weight loss faster and easier.

Thermobol works by increasing the rate at which fat calories are burned for energy.
Containing anumber of powerful nutrients proven to accelerate fat loss, three of its most
powerful ingredients include green tea, synephrine and caffeine.

Here’s abrief summary of what they do.

Although Chinese in origin, the green tea plant is now grown in anumber of countries

across the world. Its active ingredients are known as catechins (pronounced kat-i-kins),
and are responsible for green teas potent fat burning effects. Scientists at the University
of Geneva found that green tea extract alone (without any exercise) increased fat burning
by an impressive 35% ‘"i.

Thermobol also contains caffeine, which can boost the fat burning effects of exercise by
around 30%Moreover, caffeine can almost double fat loss in the hours following
exercise However, don’t make the mistake of thinking that coffee or tea will have the

same effect -it won't. It’s well established that coffee does not produce the same effects
as caffeine. Although scientists have been unable to establish the reasons why, it appears
that one or more of the substances in coffee ’interferes’ with the effects of caffeine.

Another fat burning nutrient found in Thermobol is known as synephrine. Synephrine
is found in the peel of acitrus fruit known as bitter orange. Scientists found that a
herbal formula containing synephrine can increase your metabolic rate over the

course of aday Which means you burn more calories watching TV or sitting at
your desk -even while you’re sleeping.

Quite simply, Thermobol helps you to burn more calories without having to perform
extra work -making it far easier to lose stubborn body fat. Simply take one
Thermobol capsule four times aday.

One months supply of Thermobol will cost you less than £1.17 aday, and comes
with a‘no-hassle’ 100% money back guarantee of satisfaction*. Call Maximuscle

today on 01923 650600 to order your supply of Promax.You can also visit Europe’s
largest sports nutrition web site at www.maximuscle.com.

ST:? li

*In accordance with the guarantee in the Maximuscle catalogue or shown on
www.maximuscle.com

Maximuscte supplements can be purchased from...

1. All good health food shops, gyms and chemist,

including GNC, JJB, Asda, L.A Fitness &many more!

2. Alternatively, If you don’t like shopping and want your order
within 48 hours, you can order from Europe’s

la rges t spor ts nu t r i t i on webs i te : www.Max imusc le .com

3 . O r f r o m t h e M a x i m u s c l e c u s t o m e r s e r v i c e l i n e o n ;

01923 650600

M^MUSm
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... with Ian Wilson

successful conversions. Not dissimilar, of

course to the excellent evenings

entertainment against Rochdale. In that

one, we conceded 18 points in the 7

minutes between the forty-fifth and the

fifty-second minutes -and won the rest of

the game 24-10 with only two successful

kicks at goal. Ihave no doubt that Mr

Harbin is attempting to hammer home the
o b v i o u s l e s s o n s .

But, to return to the Buddies Cup: was it a

good idea? And is it worth repeating next

year? My answer is, aqualified yes on
both counts.

By all accounts, the final was adecent

occasion, with adecent crowd. Not up to

the N.F.P. Grand Final, of course -but

then, it should not be. And the prospects

o f a c o m p e t i t i o n t h a t t h e y c o u l d

realistically win, must be agood idea,

surely, for N.F.P. Clubs? An alternative

suggestion Ihave seen, is to replace it by

bringing back the County Cups -but this

is surely stupid -N.F.P. Clubs would be

hammered by teams in Super League,

whose players anyway would complain of
even more fixture overload.

Assuming sponsorship can be repeated,

the only issue Isuggest -given that the

f o r m a t o f m i n i l e a g u e s f o l l o w e d b y

knockout seems correct -is when to play

it. Personally, Ido not favour the idea of it

being spread throughout the season: it

would come to dilute to have any impact

at all. So it is either as this season, or as

apre-season tournament. Which of these

to go for, though, Ithink depends on what

happens to the League structure in 2003.

And that is another story!

IHAVE TO admit to being something of a

sceptic when the National League Cup

Competition was first announced, even

though Icould see the logic -equivalent

to that for the LDV trophy (or whatever it

is now called) for lower division clubs in

the football league. Initially no sponsors?

No prize money? Interruption to the flow

of N.F.P. fixtures, in which every club

does not play every other twice? You
must be famil iar with the cr i t ic isms.

But Iam happy to admit that Iwas wrong.

With aSponsor like Buddies on board,

and some decent prize money -and

congratulation to whoever is responsible

at Red Hall for that -the competition

gained some credibility. And, at least at

Oldham, the spectators have stood up to

be counted! The average crowd at

Oldham’s home games was 1130, only 25

down on the average for the previous five

N.F.P. home games. (It would be

interesting to see an equivalent

comparison to the other clubs).

Even in the group stages, there were

some results, which must have boosted

m o r a l a t s o m e o f t h e l e s s e r c l u b s - i n

particular, Barrow, Chorley and Swinton in

the West division. And for the eight clubs

that made it through to the quarter finals,

suddenly there was the prospect of a

knockout competition, and silverware in

sight.

Of course, we didn’t get beyond the last

eight. What astrange game that was! For

eight minutes Huddersfield pulverised us -

twenty two points between the thirty sixth

and the forty-fourth minutes.

But for the other ninety percent of the

game, we won 16-14 and all that with no
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sponsored by

A 1 O l d h a m . ●

AdvertiserOldham's Markets
photograph but we will try our best
t o i n c l u d e o n e i n o u r n e x t h o m e

programme).

Once again lots of thanks to the

O L D H A M A D V E R T I S E R f o r y o u r

sponsorship.

Our next meet ing is scheduled

t o b e p r i o r t o t h e h o m e fi x t u r e

a g a i n s t B a t l e y B u l l d o g s ( J u n e

2 3 r d ) a n d a n e w s l e t t e r w i l l g i v e
everybody all the details.

Enjoy the game.

O L D H A M o D D o ^ V
Metropolitan Borough CJ

WELCOME to today’s match to a l l

y o u J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s a n d o n

e v e r y b o d y ’ s b e h a l f a w a r m
w e l c o m e t o a l l J u n i o r s w h o h a v e

made the long trip down from
Whitehaven.

Today’s match mascot is ANNE
M A R I E W R I G H T w h o i s e l e v e n

years of age and attends Counthi l l

S c h o o l . ( S o r r y t h e r e i s n o Adele

O l d h a m L a b o u r

Party

Continuing its support

for

O l d h a m R L F C

OFFICES

Oldham Labour Group

C i v i c C e n t r e O l d h a m

David Heyes MP

Ashton-U-Lyne

M i c h a e l M e a c h e r M P

Oldham West &Royton

P h i l W o o l a s M P

O l d h a m E a s t &

Saddleworth

0161 624 42480161 911 4037 0161 331 9307 0161 626 5779
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History of
..Whitehaven

APotted

12-7 by avery much home grown
Whitehaven outfit.

Despite the taient produced by
Whitehaven, few honours have come their

way. ‘Haven have yet to lift atrophy at first
team level although their ‘A’ team won the
Lancashire Shield way back in 1955.

Perhaps the closest Whitehaven came to

lifting amajor trophy came in 1957 when the
club reached the semi-final of the Challenge

Cup. Over 49,000 spectators were at Odsal
that day to see Whitehaven outplay wealthy
Leeds only to lose 10-9 following alate

dropped goal. Press photographs later
showed that one of the Leeds’ tries should

have been disallowed because the scorer

had been bundled into touch just as he was
about to touch down. Had video referees

been in use in those days would it have been

Whitehaven lifting the cup at Wembley
instead of Leeds? Playing loose forward at
Odsal that afternoon was Geoff Robinson,

without doubt the unluckiest player never to

appear at Wembley. Acouple of years after
that semi-final defeat, Robinson moved to

Oldham in a£9,000 transfer deal, amassive

sum in those days and, indeed, aWorld
record transfer fee for aforward. Robinson

was amember of the Oldham team during

that epic Challenge Cup run in1964. He
missed the drawn semi-final against Hull

Kingston Rovers at Headingley but returned
for the replay at Swinton. That replay was
also tied after 80 minutes and so went into

extra time. It was Robinson who broke the

deadlock, scoring the try that put Oldham 17-
14 in front and with one foot in Wembley

before the match was abandoned because of

fading light. No floodlights in those days and,
with the Roughyeds losing the second replay

12-2, no glorious day out at Wembley for
R o b i n s o n o r h i s h e a r t - b r o k e n t e a m m a t e s .

Although Huddersfield are firm favourites
to lift the Northern Ford Premiership,

Whitehaven will certainly make the play-offs
and have every chance of reaching the

Grand Final. Of course anything can happen
in afinal so what chance Whitehaven lifting

that title, taking Super League rugby up to
Cumbria and collecting that elusive piece of
s i l v e r w a r e c o m e O c t o b e r 1 2 t h .

RUGBY LEAGUE has been played in West

Cumbria ever since the great rugby split way
back in 1895. The county team first entered

the County championship in 1898 and shared
the title with Lancashire in 1906 before

winning the competition outright for the first
time in 1908. During that era Cumbria did not
have asenior club although several star

players were plying their trade with other
clubs throughout the north of England.
Cumbrians who made their mark at

Watersheddings around that time include Jim

Kelley, aforward from Egremont who was a
m e m b e r o f t h e

Roughyeds’

Championship
winning team in
1905, the

incomparable Joe
Ferguson of

Ellenborough who
made aclub

record 627

appearances

between 1899 and

1923 and James

Lomas, anative of

Maryport, who
c o s t O l d h a m a

World record

t r a n s f e r f e e w h e n

they signed him
f r o m S a l f o r d i n

1911.

Amazingly only Millom between 1899
and 1904 and then Carlisle City for 10
matches in 1929 played professionally until
after World War Two when first Workington

Town and then Whitehaven in 1948 joined

the Rugby Football League.
During the fifty-four years of their

existence Whitehaven have always provided
stiff opposition, especially up in Cumbria at
the Recreation Ground where many big

name visitors have come to grief including
Australia and New Zealand. In 1956 an

Australian team containing rugby league
greats Clive Churchill, Ian Moir, Roy Bull and
Norman Provan lost 14-11 at Whitehaven in

amatch, which was refereed by Oldham’s

Dicky Thomas. Nine-years later the New
Zealand Kiwis went the same way, beaten

J a m e s L o m a s
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WHITEHAVEN WEEKEND

Saturday/Sunday 20/21 July
R O S E S M AT C H

A f a n t a s t i c w e e k e n d i n t h e L a k e s

w i t h G r a n d s t a n d s e a t s f o r t h e

W h i t e h a v e n v O i d h a m d a s h .

This promises to be agreat value weekend
which includes: luxury coach travel, aday in
the Lakes, an executive hotel room with full

English breakfast: dinner at the hotel: atrip to
The Rum Story ; lunch before the game;
Grandstand seats with the directors; abuffet

meal after the game before we return to
Oldham on Sunday evening.

All inclusive price:

Single Room £95

(£90 for Elite Member)
D o u b l e / Tw i n R o o m £ 1 7 5

(£165 for Elite Member)

TUESDAY18TH JUNE

To p P r i c e T i c k e t s a n d t r a v e l t o

Headingley.

Depar t O ldham 6pm

£18 &£10 CONCESSIONS

FOR Elite Club Members

O n l y 2 0 s e a t s l e f t

Ring Club on

0161 628 3677
Ring Club for details

0161 628 3677

R o u g h y e d s w e b s i t e a d d r e s s : w w w . r o u g h y e d s . c o . u k

Tm: UoiJCiiiniiDS € i i i t j ^ I i i i k c i i / i n d i i s k
64 Union Street, Tel: 0161 627 2141

Opening Hours Mon-Fri 9am -4pm ●Sat 9am -1 pm (Fully Staffed)
C o m e & s e e o u r l a t e s t o f fi c i a l c l u b m e r c h a n d i s e

New In Po lo ’s r ed &b lue w i t h c res t £15 .00 ●New In Fu l l z i p

fl e e c e w i t h c r e s t £ 3 0 . 0 0 ● N e w I n M a t c h d a y j a c k e t s £ 3 8 . 9 9

D o n ’ t F o r g e t T h e R o u g h y e d B e a n i e s I n A l l 4 C l u b C o l o u r s

£6 EACH OR All 4For £20.00

Bubble Coats

L a d i e s W a t e r p r o o f J a c k e t s

H o o d e d R o u g h y e d s F l e e c e s

T-Shirts

R o u g h y e d s R a i n j a c k e t s

Ladies Sailor Jackets (Crested)

C h i l d r e n ’ s Ta c k s u i t P a n t s

C h i l d r e n ’ s T r a c k s u i t s

N e c k F l e e c e s

£36.00

£30.00

£24.00

£10.99

£20.00

£30.00

£18.00

£36.00

£22.00

PU Jackets

Adult Fleeces

Crested Seat Covers

Home Shorts

Home Socks

W h i s k y G l a s s e s

Pint/Half Pint Glasses

S u p e r m a r k e t T r o l l e y K e y r i n g s

£32.99

£36.00

£16.99

£6.99

£4.99

£3.50 -£4.00

£3.50 -£4.00

£2.99
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The Whistle Blower
W i t h S a m S h e p h e r d

M O R E N E W S F R O M T H E P A S T

practice unless given 5/- (25 pence!) each.
T h e c o m m i t t e e r e f u s e d t h i s a l s o a n d l e f t t h e

players concerned out of the next game.

1960’s

Oddly enough at the Bramley ground at

Barley Mow/ -the referees changed in the

pub just outside the ground.

By this time, teams travelled by coach

to away games, though occasionally, for long

trips they would use the train.

By and large, the referee would travel to

his game by car -BUT -from this side of the

Pennines it was possible to go to Hull or

HKR by driving to Huddersfield, parking at

the station and buying acheap day ticket to
H u l l a n d s i n c e r e f e r e e s w e r e a l l o w e d s e c o n d

class fares, they could make aslight profit.
W h a t a b o u t t h o s e o f fi c i a l s w h o d i d n o t h a v e

acar? , such as Den is Dav ies , George

Wilson, Brian Baker etc. Denis would always

beg alift from R.L. writers or atouch judge -

Brian Baker was an official on the railways

and could easily get back after anight game

in Hull by using the very early morning milk

or parcel train.

Did You Know?

1. That the shirts now worn by officials are

e a s y f o r s p e c t a t o r s t o i d e n t i f y, a n d

depending on club colours, they are also in

different colours -BUT -they are not newl

Joe Mauley wore ablack &white one similar

to ice hockey officials for atrial run in the

1960’s but it was quickly discontinued.

2. The officials you see at Oldham games
a r e a i l R E F E R E E S . T h e r e i s t h e m a n i n

charge in the middle, another controlling

substitutions -(the 4th official who would

take over if the appointed official took ill) and

the two guys with the flags who are also

referees in the lower reaches -eg: Alliance,

Academy or amateur games.
I f t h e r e w e r e s u f fi c i e n t n u m b e r s o f

officials then in goal judges would also be

provided where there is no video ref.

1909 Trouble at Keighley

On December 29th at aNRL meeting Hull

complained that their team was assaulted by

the crowd after their match at Keighley, both

on the way to their hotel and at the hotel

yard. Their complain was raised to oompel

Keighley to provide dressing accommodation

at the ground. The complaint was up held

and Keighley were ordered to comply.

More Trouble

O n J a n u a r y 1 8 t h , J a m e s B u t t e r w o r t h

(Runcorn) was suspended for attacking a

Rochdale Hornets player in the dressing
room.

Two days later the Merthyr Ground was

suspended for two matches because of

misconduct by spectators. The club treasurer

was suspended for conduct not in the best

interests of the game. He had refused to pay
t h e r e f e r e e h i s f e e .

At the Batley vHull KR game the referee

sent four players off and two more players

went off injured. Both .clubs complained

about the referee to the N.R.L. at aspecial

meeting the referee said he had given seven

cautions before sending anyone off. He was

exonerated by N.R.L.

1910/11

On January 21st after the Runcorn vOldham

game there was ademonstration against the

referee and Oldham players. They were

escorted from the field by police &officials.
Runcorn were fined £30 and advised to erect

dressing rooms at the ground.

O n J a n u a r y 8 t h , t h e S w i n t o n

‘Waggonette’ was hit by atramcar while on

its way to St. Helens. Morris was injured and

unable to play and other players were shook

up. Swinton lost 11-10.

On January 31st, the York players were

asked to turn out for practice instead of the

Merthyr Tydfil game. The players demanded

half of winning pay which the committee

refused. The team turned up but refused to
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham &Tameside

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535 ●Ashton -John Mills 0161 -339 6140

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550 ●Failsworth -Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

AMH AMH

S e c o n d h a n d t i l e s a n d s l a t e s

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

bPILGRIM
^mtn^M'^Tws'WAjK-jjgsaai

locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power &Marine industries Worldwide

www.pil|rini-iiiteimatienil.c§.uk

ScdceocbO W6ixic£1c!d\;vq
JlwuMP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

❖

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: saddsports@excite.co.uk

www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ● S w i t c h ●

Delta ●Solo ●Amex

C A N T O N E S E R E S T A U R A N T

V/e’ve Cured
Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

[mM^NamREFiLLMe^ Fitton Hill  Road
Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLATT &HILL i Manchester Road ●Mossley OL5 9QW

Tel : 01457 839638 /01457 834169

Tel. 0161 621 4400 *Fax: 0161 621 4408
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Topic Of The Day
The 100 Greatest Rugby League Players ■Ever! (weii,i9sito2ooi)

12 MARTIN OFFIAH. In 1987 a

young, unknown wingman was
signed by Doug Laughton
Widnes from Rosslyn Park R.U.
Laughton has seen Offiah play in
a s e v e n s f o u r n a m e n t a n d h a d

spotted his raw potential. The
W i d n e s c o a c h ’ s

spot on and
became one of Rugby League’s
g r e a t e s t p l a y e r s a n d m o s t
marketable assets over the next fourteen years. The
young Offiah, of course, went into amagnificent
W i d n e s s i d e w h i c h , i n 1 9 8 9 , b e c a m e Wo r l d C l u b

Champions when defeating Penrith Panthers at Old
Trafford. It was ayear in which Offiah scored 58
tries in 41 matches. At Naughton Park Offiah had
the benefit of playing alongside one of the most
under rated centres in the accomplished Darren
Wright and it was players like Wright and Tony
Myler who brought out the best in him. Blessed with
phenomenal pace Offiah developed awonderful
swerve and grew to read the game so well that he
could pop up anywhere on the field to prize an
opening and apossible try. In 1992 Wigan paid a
world record £440,000 to take him to Central Park

and over the next eight years Offiah won every
honour the game has to offer, including two Lance
Todd awards in 1992 and 1994, amost difficult feat

for awingman so often isolated from the main
action. Spells with Salford and London Broncos took
Offiah past the 500 try mark and placed him third in
the all time try scoring list behind Brian Sevan and
Billy Boston. Back in R.U. with Wasps Offiah may be
about to retire. He wil l be sadly missed, he
maintained his ski l l because of his work ethic and

his incredible fitness, qualities springing from
dedication and determination. It has been aprivilege
t o w a t c h h i m i n a c t i o n .

the fear less Kara l ius was the man the Aust ra l ians

most feared and respected and Aussies aren’t
usually wrong in their estimations of aplayer. They
christened him ‘the Wild Bull of the Pampas’
because in many respects Karalius was, quite
simply, mad. He would stand up to anybody, no
matter what, never taking abackward step, aplayer

you loved to hate but who spilt blood for his team be
it St. Helens, Widnes or Britain. Ever protective of
his halfbacks, woe betide the opponent who tried to
c o m e d o w n t h e b l i n d s i d e o f a s c r u m I B u t K a r a l i u s

was not just awrecker: on his day he was a
beautifully balanced creative player who could open
up adefence with ease, his shovel like hands able
to pass and offload in the tightest of situations. As
with several players Karalius’ finest hour came in
Britain’s ten man victory in the 1958 Brisbane Test.
Despite sustaining aback injury which required
hospital treatment after the game Karalius, like
Prescott, stayed on for the full 80 to guide Britain
home 25-18.

for

judgement was
Martin Offiah

59ALAN PRESCOTT. And
'speaking of Brisbane 1958 who

should appear at No.9 in my list

but the heroic skipper himself,
Alan Prescott. Breaking his right
arm as early as the third minute
the St. Helens prop stayed on the
field to inspire his side to a

Imagnificent victory which has
Igone down in R.L. folklore
●alongside the 1914 ‘Rorke’s Drift’

Test as the two greatest performances of all time.
Strangely, Alan Prescott started as awingman

before graduating to prop forward aposition in
which he was to win 28 Test caps and, for atime, to
hold the record as Britain’s most capped player.
Always in the thick of the fray Prescott was a
workaholic defender and ball carrier with aneat l ine

in offloads. Agifted leader of men he was akey
figure in the rise of St. Helens to be, possibly, the
outstanding team of the late ‘50s, early ‘60s.
8 D I C K H U D D A R T .

D i c k H u d d a r t s c o r e d a h a t t r i c k o f

tries in the 1959 Championship
Final against Hunslet his feat
served to emphasise that he was
the outstanding second row
runner of his generation. He is
another who played in the 1958
Brisbane Test when still on the

books o f h is na t ive Whi tehaven,

and so impressive was he on tour
that St. Helens recruited him immediately on his
return. For the next five years Huddart’s pace and
power terrorised defences throughout the League as
Sain ts embarked on acup winn ing spree o f
Challenge Cup (1961), five successive Lancashire
Cups and several Lancashire League triumphs.
During this period there was no finer sight than the
free flowing running onto the ball of the powerful
Huddart whose defence splitting capabilities were
crucial to the try-scoring prowess of such as Large
and Van Vollenhoven.

11 JOHNNY WHITELEY. In an

era of great loose-forwards such
a s D e r e k T u r n e r a n d V i n c e

K a r a l i u s ‘ g e n t l e m a n ’ J o h n n y

Whiteley of Hull was amatch for
any of them. The playmaking
genius of aformidable Hull pack
in the late ‘50s and early sixties
Whiteley was not only awonderful
b a l l h a n d l e r b u t a l s o a n a s t u t e

tactician, an inspiring leader and
atireless tackier. That al l three of the named loose

forwards played for Great Britain and went on to
become h igh ly success fu l coaches i s qu i te
remarkable. However, Whiteley 
was the one who had the best try
scoring record and the one who
became the national coach.

10 VINCE KARALIUS. Deciding ̂ j
between top qual i ty players is w,
almost impossible and with
Turner at 16 and Whiteley at 11 Li
my own opinion is, obviously, that
Kara l ius was the bes t o f the HK

three. Others may disagree but I

When

t

t
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St at Attack
A p p e a r a n c e s & S c o r e r s 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

Appearances T r i e s G o a l s D r o p G o a l s P o i n t sSubstitutionsPlayer

M. SiBSOIM

G. Dodd

D. Gibbons

J. Goddard

J. McNicholas

J. Braddish

l\l. Roden

S. Knox

J. Hough

J. Clegg

P. Fa r re l l

B. Henare

L. Doran

T. Hodgkinson

G. Barber

D. Guest

L. Casey

W. Cowell

K. Brennan

A. Proctor

P. Nor ton

A. Gibbons

D. Foster

A. Murray

S. Molloy

D. Lacey

C. Campbell

D. Newton

R. Stazicker

24615 3

122 316
32817 1

2420 6

441119
1264 54 216 2

3643 814

3

24619

18 2
16413

16417 1
203 517

2

667 199 10

15

31

3 6

2025 45

7

8212 2

42 110
2055 1

3
826 2

413

823 1

1

1

York game have been retained within these*For ctub records appearance and scorers tor the
stats.

N O R T H E R N F O R D P R E M I E R S H I P T A B L E 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

P W D L For Agst Diff PTS
14 13 1 0 504 98 406 2 7

14 10 1 3 370 311 59 2 1

11 9 1 1 381 174 207 1 9

14 9 1 4 396 281 115 1 9
16 9 0 7 405 288 117 1 8

15 9 0 6 348 257 91 1 8
13 8 1 4 312 208 104 1 7

13 805 363 245 118 16

11 803 286 171 115 16

Huddersfield Giants

Rochdale Hornets

Leigh Centurions
Featherstone Rovers

Sheffield Eagles
Workington Town
Whitehaven

D e w s b u r y R a m s
Huli Kingston Rovers

D o n c a s t e r D r a g o n s
B a t l e y B u l l d o g s
Oldham

Barrow Raiders

K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s
C h o r l e y L y n x
Swinton Lions

Hunslet Hawks

Gateshead Thunder

12 7 1 4 318 241 77 1 5

13 6 0 7 262 339 -77 1 2

12 5 1 6 282 262 20 1 1
13 4 0 9 309 334 -25 8

13 4 0 9 222 458 -236 8

14 2 0 12 225 407 -182 4

12 2 0 10 153 428 -275 4
15 2 0 13 213 557 -344 4

13 0 1 12 126 416 -290 1
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LEVER’S if you^re not

satisfied with your

hanhf convertFISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT
The Royal Bank

of Scotland
Best Wishes

TO For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager

on 0161 633 8460

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland

Mon-Sat 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074 No. 90312

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

DRONSFIELDS
MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL

ROAD, DOBCROSS

O L D H A M 0 L 3 S R B

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717

FAX: 01457 -871940

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Tel 0161 785 0813

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7
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9Gareth Barber
3Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd
SPlumbing, Heating &

mMechanical Services

li Tel: 0161626 9175

Joe McNicholas

lain Taylor

Anthony Gibbons

Alphatec

*

John Braddish

Tymbuktu Health &

Beauty Clinic

0161 624 5667

David Gibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
Accountants

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Anthony Murray

B u l l ' s H e a d

HeysideAf-"

Keith Brennan

Lansdowne Roofing

Supplies Ltd

Tel : 0161 626 0896

Paui Norton

Sunset National

Conservatories

Tel : 0161 624 5962

Jon Goddard

Medlock

Communications

Neii Roden

David Macauley
Chartered Surveyor

Poulton-le-FyIde
01253 883833

Danny Guest

John Barrett

(Time Keeper)

Andy Proctor

Phii Farreii

Hall Needham

Associates

Architects

0161 688 1820

Jason Clegg

ORLFC staff

Joey Hayes

Ray &Chris Broadbent

lA

Bryan Henare

Lansdowne Trading
S e r v i c e s L t d

0161 6261141

r

I M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop

Will Cowell

I

Gavin Dodd

Oldham Rugby Union
fi Gavin Johnson Chris Campbell

A

A
Steve Molloy

Lees Village Service
Station

0161 624 2306

John Hough

Medlock

Communications

Lee Doran

Alphatec

Oldham) together
t h e o u t l o o k ’ s b r i g h t
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WING’S WINE SHOP
WIJSO’S

63 George Street, Oldham, Lancashire OL 11LX
.Su-., ^line U(eic/ia/i& Mi

0161 652 9396

Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500

different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham

we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants

and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer asale or return service on many of

our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for

what you drink.

The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets

and beer glasses, whether it be aparty of 20 or a
function of 520, is available.

ii-r* ●‘f* ●*

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.

5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES

Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions

F R E E G L A S S L O A N - F R E E D E L I V E R Y S E R V I C E - M A I L I N G L I S T

Hope to see you soon -PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD
LimitedEngineering

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

USA Office;

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Soquei Drive, Unite,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

UK Office;

St John's Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Date Opponent Result Att

DECEMBER

2SWIKTON LIONS

16 HuIlK.R.

30 Leigh
JANUARY

6YORK

13 Dewsbury Rams

20 CHORLEY LYNX

27 WEST HULL (C’Clip M3) W38-4 1131
FEBRUARY

3Workington

10 ST HELENS (C'C«pM4) L6-40 4089

17 GATESHEAD

F - A

H P

Associate Match

Sponsor

L10-26

L12-46

2032

3388

W32-16

L6-30

W34-2

1130

1410

1114

B U R A L L S O F

WISBECH

L20-28 991

W54-2

23 ROCHDALE HORNETS L 24-28

MARCH

3Hudderslield

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS D 22-22

15 Sheffield Eagles
24 FEATHERSTONE

29 Rochdale Hornets

931

1050

L18-28 3191

1067

W25-6

W23-12

L13-14

1095

1533

2096

APRIL

2 D E W S B U R Y R A M S W 4 7 - 1 2

7Huddersfield

21 Hunslet Hawks

1056

Matchball

Sponsor

SADDLEWORTH

SPORTS

L16-44

W56-10

2687

747

MAY

5 B AT L E Y B U L L D O G S W 4 0 - 1 6 1204

12 HUDDERSFIELD(NCKF) L 16-36

19 National Cup Semi Finals

26 National Cup Final

1699

JUNE

2Keighley Cougars

9WHITEHAVEN

16 Barrow

23 BATLEY BULLDOGS

30 Hunslet Hawks

W34-32 1188

H

A

H

A

JULY

7LEIGH

14 ChorleyLynx
21 Whitehaven

28 HUDDERSFIELD

AUGUST

4HUNSLET HAWKS

11 Batley Bulldogs
18 Rochdale Hornets

25 WORKINGTON

SEPTEMBER

1York

8KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

H

A

A

H

H

A

Programme
Sponsor

A

H

A

DOUGHTY’SO l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s

TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game

A N D r a c i s t c h a n t s A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

GYM
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two players
that deserve atry this season

fordka collection

1.3i3dr

/
■ I●cd player

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

»

●central locking

● l ea ther s teer ing whee l

£7,995

n e w f o r d f o c u s z e t e c

1.6i16v3dr

●cd player

●a l loy whee ls

●remote central locking

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

£11,745

northern ford dealers -offioial sponsors of the northern ford premiership

ca l l 0845 7111 888 fo r your loca l fo rd dea ler

FORD

V



NKORTHIER'NNORTHERN

l*REMIEK3»ttiP

O L D H A M W H I T E H A V E N
Coach: Paul CULLEN

Lee KIDDIE

Paul O’NEIL

Spencer MILLER

P e t e r L U P T O N

Leigh SMITH

Leroy JOE

Stephen KIRKBRIDE

Warren STEVENS

M a r c J A C K S O N

David FATIALOFA

C h r i s M c K i n n e y

Dean VAUGHAN

Garry PURDHAM

Ian DELVIN

Gary SMITH

To n y C U N N I N G H A M

M a r k C O X

OFFICIALS

KIM TAYLOR

■STEVE WILLIAMS

Coach: John HARBIN

Gavin DODD

C h r i s C A M P B E L L

Anthony GIBBONS

Jon GODDARD

M a r k S I B S O N

Gareth BARBER

Keith BRENNAN

Steve MOLLOY

John HOUGH

Paul NORTON

Lee DORAN

Bryan HENARE

David GIBBONS

John BRADDISH

Jason CLEGG

Neil RODEN

Will COWELL

TODAY’S

REFEREE: RICHARD SILVERWOOD

J. LEAHY M

1}4

:3i

LSI

171

[8l
in

yo

LiiJ

ri4i

[I5l
16^

Oldham) together
t h e o u t l o o k ’ s b r i g h t


