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AIS/IOLD

at the very heart of the North k lest
/

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to

live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and

Oldham has the region's largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now

puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

Anew bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolinktram system

coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for

investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including anew

Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the

arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be

opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,

West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936.

E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk
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Hot Seit Oldham Rugby League Football

Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street

O l d h a m O L I 1 D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
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with

Christopher Hamilton
CHAIRMAN

Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS

Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart

Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

CARETAKER HEAD COACH

Mark Knight
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH

Shaun Gartland

ACADEMY MANAGER

Pete Beswick

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Lisa Sharratt &Danni Turner

CONDITIONER

Andy Proctor

TIMEKEEPER

John Barrett

C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson

STATISTICS

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman

P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

Geoff Cooke

1HAD already written my notes for this game due to printing
deadlines with the New Year Holiday when the story broke about
Mike Ford’s departure to Rugby Union.

Fortunately Ihave been able to do amore up to date set for
you and needless to say we are as shocked as you are about the
situation.

We knew there had been contact with Mike 1week prior to his
departure and he came to see me about it following the
postponement of the Rochdale game. When it became obvious
that the two jobs could not be combined the Board told Mike
accordingly and he appeared to accept the situation. However,
after the game at Leigh last week Ireceived atelephone call that
advised me that his comments in the post match interview on radio
gave acompletely different view and when we met after the match
he advised me that he was leaving to take up the position with the
Irish RFU.

By this time it was afait accompli and we could do nothing to
alter the situation. Mike is ambitious, just as we are, but he feels
his chance has come before ours and that is why he has chosen to
leave.

We must move on, however, and Iam sure that you will all join
with me in wishing Mark Knight good luck in his first game in
charge. The players have again got to dig deep but, as ever. I’m
sure they will respond in the right way. We must also place on
record today our thanks to Terry Styring, Chairman of Ashton
United F.C., and all his colleagues with whom we have already
formed aclose working relationship, for their help in getting the
ground ready for Rugby League.

Today’s opponents, York Wasps, will see this as an ideal
opportunity to increase our misery after adreadful run of luck but
we must make sure that we use this game as the chance to
kickstart our season. With that in mind your part in the game is as
important as ever and your vocal support today will be music to
mine and the players ears.

On behalf of myself, the Board and the rest of the club may we
take this opportunity to hope you had amerry Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. Your continued support in these difficult times
is appreciated more than you could imagine and we will continue
t o w o r k h a r d t o a c h i e v e t h e s u c c e s s w e a l l d e s e r v e .

Enjoy the game.

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand F ina l i s t s 2001

H A L L O F FA M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LeES, BrEWERS)

Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,

Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,

Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving

1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

Front Cover:,

break through
Jason Clegg attempts
Ithe Hull KRdefence

to

Chris

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We Would Like To Thank The Oldham Evening Chronicle &Rugby League Express For The Use Of Photography
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Coach’s Comments ?*with Mark Knight4

THE week’s events have come as agreat shock and

preparations for today’s game have been hectic to say

the least. We had ateam meeting on Monday at which

the coaching situation was explained to the players and

at which Mike said his goodbyes. We are all sad to see

Mike leave and all of us have great respect for what he

h a s a c h i e v e d h e r e a t O l d h a m . T h a t s a i d , w e a r e a l l

professionals and we realise these things happen. It is

now up to us as acoaching and playing staff to get on

with things and focus on the task ahead. Iam proud to

be asked to head up the coach ing team wh ich ,

for tunate ly is wel l establ ished and, a l though th is

opportunity has come earlier than Icould have expected,

Iwill be giving it my all. Like anyone Iam ambitious and

have always wanted to be aHead Coach, so it’s up to
me to make it work.

Despite the weather we have trained well this week

and will go into today’s game against York Wasps keen

to prove that the show must go on. Idon’t know too

much about York, whose team has changed significantly since last season, but Iwill have

looked at them on video and will be fully prepared for what they have to offer. Let’s face it, we

can’t afford to be complacent.

At Leigh last Sunday the Centurions benefited from our stop-start season. The pitch was

fine to play on and we weren’t apprehensive about that. (The terraces were probably worse

than the pitch in fact). Going in 12-8 up at half time was not too bad especially as we had not

played that great. Our completion rate was only about 60 to 70%, so we were looking to build
on that in the second period. As you know the wheels came off big time. The penalties
against us at play the ball didn’t help and when Leo got sin-binned Leigh scored twenty points
to put the game out of our reach. Trying to play catch up with only minimal possession, with

twelve men for twenty minutes, without match practice and against aside of Leigh ‘s quality
proved too big atask. What we want now is arun of fixtures to build up some momentum and
t o k i c k s t a r t o u r s e a s o n .

S t i c k w i t h u s : i t ’ s s u r e t o b e e v e n t f u l .

Happy New Year to everyone.
Mark

PACKAGING LIMITED
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000
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PERSONAL TYRES

EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a l W o r k e r s &

Structural Steel Fabricators

U n i t s 4 / 5 ■Whiteswan Industrial Estate

D e r k e r S t r e e t ■O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Tel . 0161 627 4200 ●Fax. 0161 627 3616 Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking -Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Wish ORLFC every success for 2002

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your
Plant &Tool Hire Needs

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2002 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ■O l d h a m 0 L 1 3 T D

Tel : 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Fax: 0161 628 9949

Ashton United F.C.

Always awarm welcome from your hosts JOHN AND BARBARA

Now Open 7Days aWeek
L I V E E N T E R T A I N M E N T E R I D A Y N I G H T S

❖ W I D E S C R E E N D I G I T A L T V ❖

Free party function room available ●> BINGO Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

●> FREE MEMBERS WEEKLY DRAW ❖New members always welcome ❖

Tel : 0161 330 1511
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I n Y e r F a c e ?[
T h e n e w s t h a t t h e r e c o u l d b e T W O b i d s f r o m

France for Super League franchasies is much
to be welcomed. In my view if the bids from
TOULOUSE and PERPIGNAN s tack up

financially both should be accepted. This
would give Super League its optimum size of

14 clubs and 26 fixtures; it would help revive
and strengthen the game in France (though
neither side should be subject to relegation for

at least 5years); it would give S.L. agenuine
European dimension to rival kick and clap; and
i t wou ld p rov ide Br i t i sh fans w i th the

opportunity of two great weekends away in the
south of France. Provided we could avoid the

c l a p p e d o u t A u s s i e s s e e k i n g g a i n f u l
employment for stacks of easy dosh the
French bids could just be the shot in the arm

our game needs.

TODAY we welcome the Directors, players,

coaching staff and supporters of York Wasps.
To them and to everyone associated with
Oldham Roughyeds -especia l ly you the
suppor ters -we wish avery F lappy and
Prosperous New Year. Here’s hoping that,
after two ‘home’ game postponements, you
will actually be reading this. If not, of course,
we wish you avery happy Spring Bank Holiday
or whatever is appropriate to the day you
finally read this.

❖❖❖

Those who prefer ‘summer’ rugby will no
doubt have been bemoaning the spate of

Christmas/New Year postponements. And
those who prefer ‘winter’ rugby will once again

point to the liking of Super League clubs for
Yu l e t i d e ‘ f r i e n d l i e s ’ a s w e l l a s t o t h e e x c e l l e n t

attendances at N.F.P. games (o.k. we’l i
discount Chorley vBatley, then).

So, two points:- 1) when the N.F.P.
t r a n s f e r s t o a ‘ s u m m e r ’ s e a s o n i n 2 0 0 3 h o w d o

we replace Boxing Day/New Year ’s Day
attendances?

2) Why can club officials not come to an
o b v i o u s c o n c l u s i o n a b o u t t h e w e a t h e r a t a n

early stage? Not only do we have to consider
the state of the pitch, but also the safety of the
spectators (and possibly even travell ing
conditions for away fans). Any doubts what so
ever and the game should be OFF. There is no
e x c u s e f o r t h e H u n s l e t v Yo r k s i t u a t i o n w h e r e

the game was postponed half and hour before
kick-off. And on the basis of the above Leigh v
Oldham should NOT have been played!

❖❖❖

B.B.C. TV. viewing figures: Challenge
Cup Final 4.5 million -Heineken Cup Final 2.5
million.

And in Australia: N.R.L. Grand Final 3.6

Bledisloe Cup Australia vNewmillion

Zealand (kick and slap) 2.26 million.

So, who’se got the better game?

❖ ❖

The end of the year is traditionally atime

for looking back and handing out awards
and/or brickbats, but Iwon’t bore you with all
that save to repeat the QUOTATION OF THE
YEAR:-

❖❖❖
“Those people who have had discussions

with him (Peter Wheeler), no matter who they
are, should show the balls to stand up and tell
people what they’re doing. Idon’t want to be

sitting in the same room as people (who are
ta l k i ng t o ano the r code ) , wh i l e we ’ r e

discussing how to move our game forward. If
you don’t have Rugby League in your heart, go
a n d f o r m a b a s k e t b a l l t e a m , o r f o r m a

volleyball team, but don’t talk to me about
forming ahybrid game with rugby union’’

(Shane Richardson -Chief Executive, Hull
F.C.)

And talking of Leigh Iwas going to commend
the catering at Hilton Park because you can
actually get CHIPS! (Try that at the McAlpine
or the Reebok). However, we were treated to
instant inflation when the price went up -even
as we queued to be served -from 75p to 85p.
And to add insult to injury the young man
serving seemed to think 2x85p =£1.90 till
pulled up rather short. What’s more the pies
HADN’T come. Still, that’s Rugby League for
you!
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Tsai
O n T h i s D a y . . .

Don Yates looks back to lanuary 6th yesteryear

clubs declined to sign

Faimalo permanently
b u t i t w a s a m u c h

different story when he
returned to Britain in

September 1994. He

joined Oldham on a

more permanent basis
that month a n d

became apopular
member of t h e

Roughyeds’ squad.

It was on this day

in 1973, Saturday 6th

January, that Gary

Hetherington made his

senior rugby league
d e b u t a s h o o k e r i n t h e

Wakefie ld Tr in i ty team which de fea ted
Doncaster 57-5. He landed four goals in that

match but made only one more first team

appearance for Trinity before moving on to York

in December 1994. Hetherington has since

played for Leeds, Wigan, Hunslet, Huddersfield,
Kent Invicta and Sheffield Eagles before

moving into management, first at Sheffield

Eagles and now at Leeds, with aspell at Red
Hall thrown in for good measure.

On the same afternoon that Hetherington

was making his debut, Saturday 6th January

1 9 7 3 , f o r m e r O l d h a m j u n i o r l a i n

MacCorquodale was running r iot up at

Workington. Blackpool Borough were beaten
55-13 at Derwent Park that day when winger

MacCorquodale crossed for ahat trick of tries

as well as landing eleven goals, at that time a

Workington club record for goals landed in any
one match.

Seven years ago, on Friday 6th January

1995, three other former Oldham juniors, all

products of the St. Anne’s club, suffered less

happy experiences. Leo Casey, Steve Molloy
a n d M a t t C a l l a n d w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e

Featherstone Rovers’ team which entertained

Hull in aSuper League match. Rovers were

leading 20-11 with ten minutes remaining but
then the Airlie Birds ran in three tries to snatch

asensational 29-26 victory.

MATCHES in early January are always subject
to doubt because of the weather. In 1951 for

instance, Saturday 6th January was atotal
w a s h o u t i n t h i s a r e a w h e r e a l l m a t c h e s i n t h e

Oldham amateur league were postponed

because of frost and snow. Only seven

professional matches kicked off and one of

those, Halifax vDewsbury, was abandoned with
t h e v i s i t o r s 3 - 0 i n f r o n t . O l d h a m ’ s m a t c h a t

Warrington was completed, although perhaps it
w o u l d h a v e b e e n b e t t e r i f t h a t e v e n t h a d a l s o

fallen foul of the weather. As it was, astrong

Roughyeds outfit which included Joe Warham,
Billy Mitchell, Alan Davies, Edgar Brooks,

Charlie Winslade and Bryn Day were well
b e a t e n 3 4 - 2 . B r i a n B e v a n s c o r e d a h a t - t r i c k o f

tries for Warrington whilst the only score

Oldham could muster was apenalty from Bryn
Goldswain.

There was plenty of activity off the pitch on
M o n d a y 6 t h J a n u a r y 1 9 9 7 w h e n t h e

Roughyeds visited the transfer market to sign

four players, two English and two Australian.

Prop-forward Carl Switzer was signed from
Eccles but he fai led to gain first team

recognition. Centre Vince Fawcett’s spell with

the Roughyeds was plagued with injury and he
made only nine first team appearances

following his £28,000 transfer from Workington

Town. He then moved on to Warrington. Both

Australian captures came from the Perth
Western Reds club. Utility back Luke Goodwin

scored ninety points from 26 appearances and

l a t e r e n j o y e d a s p e l l w i t h L o n d o n B r o n c o s

b e f o r e h e a d i n g b a c k ‘ d o w n u n d e r ’ . P r o p -

forward Brett Goldspink, on the other hand, is

still in England and frequently comes along to
Oldham matches. He made 21 appearances

and abig impression before moving on to St.

Helens, then Wigan before joining his current
club, Halifax.

Ten years ago Joe Faimalo was attempting

to establish aplaying career in England. During
the 1991/92 season he spent three short trial

periods with Workington Town, Oldham and
S w i n t o n i n t h a t o r d e r . J o e m a d e h i s S w i n t o n

d e b u t o n M o n d a y 6 t h J a n u a r y 1 9 9 2 i n a

televised First Division match at Hull Kingston
R o v e r s w h e r e t h e L i o n s l o s t 1 8 - 6 . A l l t h r e e

Jeo Faimalo
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Adamsons
Marshall

Pumps

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

As approved distributor for many of
Europe's leading manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock range with

guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

Member of ihe

jloPOnEHTBSff^
C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m 0 L 4 1 J G Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m - O L 1 1 U A

Tel :  0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)

Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk

Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

HAD AN ACCIDENT?
Y O U M A Y B E E N T I T L E D T O C O M P E N S A T I O N

NO WIN, NO FEE
F R E E H O M E V I S I T S

F I R S T I N T E R V I E W F R E E W I T H O U T A N Y O B L I G A T I O N S

it

✓ '

C A L L U S N O W O N :

0800 917 7278
W E K N O W T H E A N S W E R

KEITH DYSON SOLICITORS
T H E P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y S P E C I A L I S T S

3 9 L i v e r p o o l R o a d C a s t l e fi e l d M a n c h e s t e r M 3 4 N Q
Tel : 0161 832 9933

9



o

The TEAM RYDER

DUTTON
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

experience. We

have all the products

/^ 'you need to get the

right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

E S T A T E A G E N T S

VA L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S

r
n

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional

approach to any

property matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL1HA

Tel . 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

i

m George Hill
1

I T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
S c o t t fi e l d R o a d , o f f A s h t o n R o a d , O l d h a m O L 8 I L B

TehOie i 627 2020 Fax:OI6 l 633 2250

E - m a i l ; s a l e s @ g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k w w w. g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S & S O N S L I M I T E D
Established 1947 

P l u m b e r s ●E l e c t r i c i a n s H e a t i n g E n g i n e e r i n g

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health Sc Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle Ho use, Schof iel dStreet, Oldham,OL8 IQL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Gdo dwin

BESI

mUBA
O i D H A M C h a m b e r

Community
Legal Service

Criminal

Defence Servka

r/
WRIGLEY

CLAYDON
S O L I C I T O R S s i n c e 1 7 9 5

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

T E L : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 8 1 1 F A X : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com

P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A A A
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with Shaun Gartland and Mark Knight

Review of the Academy Season 2001
First Division Final League Table

P D F A D PtsL

Leigh Centurions

Workington Town

Featherstone Rovers

Barrow Raiders

Dewsbury Rams

Oldham

Doncaster Dragons

York

Gateshead Thunder

Chorley Lynx

18 16 0 2 704 230 474 32

18 15 0 3 494 312 182 30

18 12 1 5 660 266 394 25

18 11 0 7 555 407 148 22

18 11 0 7 470 371 99 22

18 7 3 8 488 534 ■46 17

18 6 1 354 570 -216 1311

18 5 0 13 403 515 -112 10

18 4 13 425 553 -128 91

18 0 0 956 -79518 161 0

A c a d e m y C h a m p i o n s

P W D F DL A Rs

Wigan Warriors

Huil F.C.

Bradford Buiis

Leeds Rhinos

St. Helens

Halifax Blue Sox

Huddersfield Giants

Wakefield Trinity

Castleford Tigers

Salford City Reds

Hull Kingston Rovers

Warrington Woves

London Broncos

22 18 437 2881 3 725 37

22 18 0 711 366 345 364

22 15 2 709 374 335 325

22 13 3 6 764 434 330 29

22 14 0 677 534 243 28

22 12 2 522 440 82 26

22 11 0 11 594 531 63 22

22 10 0 12 434 533 99 20

22 0 14 455 587 -132 16

22 1 509 736 -227 157 14

22 -2036 1 15 388 591 13

22 5 0 17 346 712 -366 10

22 1 0 21 327 886 -559 2

P l a y O f f s

Elimination Play-Off:
Barrow 58 Dewsbury 14

Qualification Play-Off:

Workington 13 Featherstone 38

Elimination Semi-Final:

Barrow

Qualification Semi-Final:

Workington 18 21

Leigh 28 Featherstone 14

Final Eliminator:

Featherstone 35 Barrow 20

GRAND FINAL:

17 FeatherstoneLeigh 20

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT With thanks to League Express
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expect the powerful
C e n t u r i o n s t o r e t u r n t o

Lancashire with the

spoils.

PLENTY of activity over the festive period, not
l e a s t t h e l o s s o f O l d h a m C o a c h M i k e F o r d t o

a n o t h e r c o d e . Ye t a n o t h e r t a l e n t n u r t u r e d i n

R.L. off to pastures new but, then, we

poached from them for 100 years, so I
suppose it’s atestament to the quality of our

players and coaches that they’re so much in
demand.

Quite afew other

matches could also go

e i t h e r w a y . F o r

example

Workington overcome
the Mount Pleasant

slope and arevived
B a t l e y B u l l d o g s t o

cement their place in
the table? Iwill be bold

and say aMolloy/Cass
i n s p i r e d p a c k w i t h
Lawford and Tomlinson

pulling the strings

behind will be good

can

On the playing front Swinton lost new

recru i t f rom Widnes Steve Gee to job
commitments following promotion: abig loss
f o r t h e L i o n s t h i s . J a m i e B e n n h a s r e t u r n e d t o

today’s opponents York Wasps -AGAIN. York

have also snapped up winger Neil Bennett
f r o m D o n c a s t e r . G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r ,

meanwhile, have signed Batley second-row

Gary Shillabeer. And Barrow will shortly give a
debut to Kiwi stand-off Cliff Beverley.

There were several cock ups surrounding
fi x t u r e s i n t h e b a d w e a t h e r w i t h H u n s l e t v

York, Batley vDewsbury and Featherstone v
Huddersfield all creating controversy (two late

p o s t p o n e m e n t s a n d o n e h a s t y r e ¬
arrangement). However, some games did get

the go-ahead. Barrow scored an expected win
against Chorley (22-6), although conditions

were apparently atrocious. Sheffield had a
good win at home to Doncaster (36-14).

Chorley then failed again, Batley gaining an
expected 26-14 win at Victory Park with

Bulldogs winger Paul Gleadhill notching ahat-
trick.

Sean Cooper

enough to deny the Cumbrians.
F e a t h e r s t o n e a n d S h e f fi e l d i s a l s o a

tough one to call. Always afiery encounter
this could be apenalty riddled affair with the

better disciplined side emerging on top. ihave

asneaking feeling that the Eagles will secure
an away win in this one, as apost Peter Roe
Rovers don’t look as impressive to me as

once they were.
Ke igh ley vDoncas te r i s a l so awe l l

matched pairing. On paper the Dragons are

the stronger side, but Isuspect the Cougars’
knowledge of and abi l i ty on thei r own
awkward pitch will be enough for them to

triumph.

After Chorley had beaten Whitehaven I

expected Workington to come out on top in
the Cumbrian derby. How wrong can you be?
‘Haven overturned a14-8 half time deficit to

run up 20 unanswered second half points.
B e s t p a r t o f t h e c o n t e s t w a s a 3 , 6 9 0
attendance. Wins by Leigh (46-12 vOldham)

and Rochdale (24-20 vHull K.R.) took the two
big guns to first and second in the league. Neil

Tu r l e y h a d 3 t r i e s a n d 9 g o a l s f o r t h e

Centurions and Sean Cooper ahat trick for
Hornets. Meanwhile Huddersfield edged
home 21-20 against aFeatherstone side not

yet firing on all cylinders. And they followed up
with a66-0 walloping Keighley to go joint top.

At Gigg Lane Iexpect Swinton to defeat
Dewsbury. Barring injuries both sides should

improve as the season progresses after
comple te ly re -vamping the i r squad. In
particular, Ithink the Lions have recruited well,
so Iforecast ahome win here.

Huddersfield go to the Recreation Ground

for agame which should be aclassic. I f
Whitehaven can field afull strength side they
w i l l r u n t h e G i a n t s c l o s e b u t R o b P u r d h a m w i l l

probably have departed by now which will

leave abig hole. An away win for me then,
though not by much.

Of the remaining games Iexpect Oldham
t o a c c o u n t f o r Yo r k a n d B a r r o w t o o v e r c o m e

Gateshead, both enjoying home advantage.
That leaves Chorley visiting Hunslet: how
about arare Lynx away win?

❖❖❖❖❖❖

The outstanding fixture today is undoubtedly

Hull K.R. VLeigh. While the Robins are a
formidable side at home, Inevertheless
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To d a y v w y
Y o r k V Y a s p s
AFTER the trauma of season 2000-2001 York

Wasps will be hoping for better things this time

around, although with asignificantly re-designed
team it will take time for things to fall into place.

Y o r k ' s n e w H e a d

C o a c h i s A u s t r a l i a n L E O

EPIFANIA a36 year o ld
f o r m e r f u l l b a c k w i t h o v e r

100 ARL appearances
between 1984 and 1992

f o r W e s t e r n S u b u r b s a n d

lllawarra. He also played in
F r a n c e f o r C a h o r s .

Returning to Australia Leo
became Assistant Coach

at Guildford in the New

South Wales competition.
He was a l so runn ing a

personal fitness business in Sydney and was
involved in the personal training programmes for
A u s t r a l i a n a t h l e t e s a n d s w i m m e r s a t t h e 2 0 0 0

Olympics.

Alliance football. At 19 Liddell hopes to take one

step back (if back it be) to take several steps
forward before too long.

Scrum Half -MARK CAIN. Experienced play-

maker Cain left York to play for Dewsbury last
term. Following achange of regime at Ram

Stadium he now returns to Jockey Lane where he
will resume his role as the linchpin of the side.

Open Side Prop -ANDY PRECIOUS. After

breaking an ankle in the first match last season
Precious was sorely missed. Now fully recovered
former York amateur and Hunslet professional the
lines up for his ninth season with the Wasps.

H o o k e r - P E T E R E D W A R D S . N o w i n h i s

second spell with York, Edwards is aformer Kiwi
international who has also played at Auckland
Warriors, Salford and Doncaster. Abig favourite
with the fans.

Blind Side Prop -MICHAEL DOCHERTY. A
new recruit from Super League club Hull FC.
Docherty is agoal-kicking prop whose strong

running marks him out as aplayer of developing
talent.

Leo Epifania

Barring injuries picked up in the holiday
fixtures, Iexpect the Wasps to l ine up today
something like this:

Ful lback -GAVIN MOLLOY. Star t ing wi th

Beverley in the National Conference he signed for
Hull KR in 1998 as an Academy player. Made his

Rovers’ debut against Bramley in 1999. Came to
York in May 2001 on loan, adeal now made
permanent.

Right Wing -MATTHEW MULHOLLAND. A
former Hillsborough Hawks and Sheffield Eagles
Academy player Muiholland made his debut for

York at the end of 2000. Now on atwo year
contract the 20 year old can play anywhere in the
back d iv is ion.

Right Centre -SHAUN AUSTERFIELD. At
31 Austerfield is an experienced performer with
proven try-scoring ability. He signed for York from
Dewsbury in 1998 but has also seen service with

Bradford and leading French club Villaneuve.
Left Centre -CARL HALL. Awell travelled

former Kiwi international, the abrasive Hall is a
quality centre. He signs for York after appearing

with Doncaster in three spells, Bradford, Leeds
and Featherstone.

Left Wing -LEIGH DEAKIN. This is Deakin’s

third spell with the Wasps after recovery from
injury. Top flight experience with Hull and Leeds.
Deakin was York’s leading try scorer in 1998 and
joint leading try scorer in 1999.

Stand Off -JONNY LIDDELL. After starting

with York Acorn Liddell was snapped up by Leeds
Rhinos. Like many players in this year’s NFP he
has stepped down following the abandonment of

Second Row -NATHAN PINCHER. Came on

trial from Castieford last year but was sufficiently

impress ive for York to o ffer h im atwo year
contract. At 21 has time on his side.

Second Row -DARREN CRAKE. Agraduate

from local amateur side York Acorn, Crake signed
professional forms in August and at 31 finally gets
to prove himself in the pro ranks.

L o o s e F o r w a r d - M I C K R A M S D E N . F i r s t

signed for York in 1991. Ramsden subsequently
went to Wakefield in 1996 before returning to

Huntington Stadium in 1998. Has been unlucky
with injuries in recent seasons.

Other p layers in the running for p laces
include: MICHAEL GRADY. Only 20 ex-Widnes
Tigers' man Grady has already done the rounds

h a v i n g p l a y e d a n y w h e r e i n t h e b a c k s f o r
Lancashire Lynx, Warrington, Whitehaven and
French club Albi.

Prop CHARLES HOGGARD is aged 20 and
has played Academy football at York and Alliance
football at Hull.

H a l f - b a c k R I T C H I E H U N T E R h a i l s f r o m H u l l

playing amateur at Myton Warr iors and Hul l
Dockers before joining York’s Academy side.

Utility back DANNY WAITE joins the Wasps
f rom Cast le ford ’s A l l iance team.

And, finally, that old warhorse ALAN
PALLISTER, having just completed atestimonial
season, fronts up yet again against the best the
NFP has to offer. Darting runs from play-the-ball

and one-on-one ball stealing are his trademarks.
You have been warned!
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... with Brian Walker

sport. Oldham Rugby
League Heritage Trust
e n s u r e s t h a t s t u d e n t s

are encouraged to

i n c l u d e r u g b y l e a g u e S i x t h F o r m
in th is sect ion by
providing permanent

display boards within the sports hall area.

CONGRATULATIONS to George Riggins

and all concerned with the South Sydney

club in forcing the issue and succeeding
in getting the Rabbitohs back were they

belong -in the NRL. Asuperb crew with
tons of tenacity! At the time of writing it

was planned that Oscar winning Russell

Crowe, alifelong Souths fan, would belt

out afew tunes with his band, Thirty Odd
Foot of Grunts’ at aThank The Fans’ day

held in sunny Sydney. Glad he didn’t
m a k e l a s t s e a s o n ’ s c u r t a i n r a i s e r

although the Roughyettes probably

wouldn’t agree!

COLLEGE

❖ ❖ ❖

Sixth Form College students Ryan Bailey and Chris
Tickle (Warrington RL Academy) study the history
of league.

Expect acall from

Saddleworth Rangers
and ex-Roughyeds
half b a c k K e v i n

Ftizpatrick! The young

journalist is currently

pu t t i ng t oge the r a
Roughyeds memories
CD surrounding the
clubs’ Hall of Fame. As

well as interviewing
lots of f a n s I

u n d e r s t a n d h e h a s h a d

t h e m i k e i n f r o n t o f t h e l i k e s o f A l a n

Davies, John Etty, Frank Stirrup, Martin

Murphy, Andy Goodway and Bernard
Ganley. The CD is targeted for release

late next spring and I’m sure we’ll be kept
posted.

❖ ❖ ❖

Winner of the Belle Vue tracks inaugural

Oldham Roughyeds Stakes was speedy

r i g h t w i n g e r B a l l y C u r r a n e B o y.
Sponsored by Oldham fan Mick Harrop

the number two dog romped home and
can be seen here receiving its just award

from Roughyed’s Jenny and Sarah Turner

(both far right).

Kevin Fitzpatrick

❖ ❖ ❖

Oldham Six th Form Col lege pr ide
t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e s u c c e s s r a t e a c h i e v e d

by students taking their ‘A’ level PE
course. 70% of the course work is theory
and one of the six areas that students are

expected to study surrounds the history of

belle VLE
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Gareth Barber

Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services

Tel : 0161626 9176

Anthony Gibbons

Alpha Tec

Joe McNIcholas

lain Taylor

m«

David Gibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
Accountants

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

John Braddish

Tymbuktu Health &

Beauty Clinic

0161 624 5667

Kevin Mannion

B u l l ’ s H e a d

Heyside

Keith Brennan

Lansdowne Roofing
Supplies Ltd

Tel : 0161 626 0896

Paui Norton

Sunset National

Conservatories

Tel : 0161 624 5962

Jon Goddard

Medlock

Communications

I %

Leo Casey

Alpha Tec

Danny Guest

John Barrett

(Time Keeper)

Andy Proctor

I

4
Neii Roden

David Macauley

Chartered Surveyor

Poulton-le-FyIde
01253 883833

Jason Ciegg
ORLFC staff

Joey Hayes

Ray &Chris Broadbent

Bryan Henare

Lansdowne Trading
S e r v i c e s L t d

0161 6261141

Win Coweii.i
■<

F o r d e t a i l s o f

Players

Sponsorship

Please phone

either

John Battye

LL

T% Tommy HodgkinsonGavin Dodd

Oldham Rugby Union

t

John Hough

Mediock

Communications

Lee Doran
\

Phii Farreii

Hall Needham

Associates

Architects

0161 688 1820

orGavin Johnson

Dave Roberts

0161 628 3677
I M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop

Simon Knox
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i'llkitJijl
... from the pen of Michael Turner

scored ahat trick in this his home debut while

“Noony” weighed in with two tries on his way

to finishing the season at the top of the try list

with 23 touchdowns. The other Oldham try

went to stand off Alan Kellett with full back

Geoff Sims adding six goals. For York there

was atry each for Sullivan and Stevenson

with three goals from the reliable boot of the

aptly named prop forward Vic Yorke.

Y o r k w o n t h e r e t u r n fi x t u r e a t C l a r e n c e

Street in October by thirty points to fifteen.

The Teams Oldham vYork,

August 28th 1961.

OLDHAM: GSims, WPatterson, V

Nestor, JNoon, MBird, AKellett, FPitchford

WPayne, LMcIntyre, CWinslade, G

Robinson, JRae, DParker.

YORK: Flargreaves, Foster, Flunter,

Sullivan, Flannery, Stevenson, Jackson,

Yorke, Milner, Pratt, Kidd, Fowler, Ward.

Attendance: 7,024

T O D A Y w e o f f e r a w a r m w e l c o m e t o t h e

players, officials and supporters of the York

Wasps club. Although they joined the league

in 1901, it wasn’t until the 1923-24 season

that the Roughyeds first entertained the men

from the Minster city. In that campaign the

honours were shared with both clubs winning

t h e i r h o m e fi x t u r e .

This was also the case forty years ago

and today we look back at the visit of York to

Watersheddings in the 1961-62 season. The

match was played on Monday evening August

28th 1961 with a6.15pm kick off and was the

second in asequence of four wins in ten days

for the Watersheddings men. Agood crowd of

over seven thousand gathered for the game

when the score favoured the home side by

thirty points to twelve with the major damage

to the York defence caused by the home left

wing partnership of John Noon in the centre

and Mike Bird on the wing. Welshman, Bird

Vince Nestor, the Oldham centre, in action against York in August 1961.
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SPORT &EDUCATION Awinning combination

For information on all courses including

Sports, Fitness &Recreation

Telephone  Learn ing  L ine  0800  269  480
Omnmi

mo TiXL-iL M

OLDHAM

t:oi.i.K(ji-;The Oldham College, Rochdale Road, Oldham OL9 6AA. Tel 0161 624 5214 Fax 0161 785 4234

Paul &Kay
welcome

Oldham Rugby League Supporters to the

Hare &Hounds
Live Football ❖Free Pool

Tuesdays &Thursdays

238 Kings Road, FIurst Cross, Ashton-U-Lyne

0161 339 4908

The Red House
welcomes

Oldham Rugby League

Supporters

M e a l s A v a i l a b l e A l l D a y

L e e s N e w R o a d ● A s h t o n - U - L y n e

0161 330 2641



to myself.
Who’s been the greatest influence on
you in Rugby League?

Probably my dad. He’s not from a
rugby background but If ever Ineeded
any advice, he was there. Also an ex-
Oldham player, Alan McCurrie. Iused to

go to school with his son Stephen. If ,
there was anything Ineeded to talk about ■
to do with rugby he would always be
there for me and to help me on.
What was your greatest achievement in
rugby league?

When Iplayed at Wembley with
B r a d f o r d B u l l s I n ' 9 6 a n d ' 9 7 . E v e n

though we got beat by St. Helens it was a
very memorable game. It was something

that every child wants to do and there I
was playing at Wembley in front of a
packed house. It was fantastic. Iknow
winning the Super League was areal
good achievement but Ithink it has to be
the Challenge Cup Final.
They say on afirst visit to Wembley you
don’t take it all in. Did you?

It is avery, very big occasion. The

build up starts almost from when you win
the semi-final and you’ve got acouple of

weeks to prepare. You go and get your
hair cut, or in my case you don’t You go
down on the Wednesday and stop over
Thursday, Friday, play Saturday and come
back Sunday and it’s just THE most
memorable occasion. Fortunately I’ve got
alot of it on video, with the players and
that, so it will stick in my mind forever.
You’ve not worn the video out yet then?

Not yet, but the kids keep watching
it every now and then. But it’s abit of a

video nasty, so they shouldn’t.

Ta lk ing of v ideo nasfies, what about

your low point?
My low point was when Ileft

Bradford. Iwent from being at one of the
wor ld ’s bes t teams to the wors t -

Workington. Ihad six unhappy months at

Workington. Ididn’t like it one bit. Ihad

to travel up there three nights aweek and
stop over the weekend, the players were

good, but unfortunately Icouldn’t get on
with the Directors up there. Iasked Andy
Platt if Icould leave and Andy said he was
leaving himself so we both left at the
s a m e t i m e w h i c h w a s a b i t o f b a d n e w s

for Workington.

AChance to Meet. ..

...Simon Knox
with David IVIcGealy, Radio Cavell 1350AM

Rugby League?
/started off as akid, eight years

old, with Hensingham ARL Club. Iplayed
there until Iwas eighteen when Isigned
professional for Carlisle. From Carlisle I

moved on to Bradford.

Isuppose up In northern Cumbria
t h e r e ' s n o t a h u g e c h o i c e o f

professional clubs to sign for?
Well you’ve got Whitehaven,

Carlisle, Workington and abit further
s o u t h B a r r o w, b u t t h e r e ' s a l o t o f

competition to be the best team. One of
the main reasons Iwent to Carlisle was

they had people like Cameron Bell,
Clayton Friend, Hitro Okesene, so they
had agood calibre of player there and I
thought I’d fit in really well. Fortunately
for myself Idid.
The Cumbrian game is rugged and builf
around fhe forwards, did fhaf suif you?

It does, yes. Tm not the biggest of
forwards but Ilike to think I’ve got abit of
speed off the mark for the first couple of
yards. It’s agood, physical game and
that's how I’ve always played if and how
Ialways wilt
Why did you come fo Oldham?

/had the chance to stop at Widnes
and go full time, but I’ve got areally good
job as aBusiness Financial Manager
down in the Stoke and Stafford area, so

it's late nights and early mornings and I’d
have to turn my back on an awful lot I’m

ayoung looking twenty nine year old and
I’ve got afamily to look after. I’ve got a
mortgage, earning good money from my
job and enjoying my work and ienjoy

playing part time. If Iwas afew years
younger I’d jump at the chance but Ihad

along hard think for eight weeks and
was still unsure. But when Icame to

Oldham and saw the way Mike Ford
operates his troops, and Iknew some of
the players already, Iwas quite impressed
with the club and what Mike's got to offer

Born In Whifehaven, Cumbria on 14th

October 1972. But alot of people fhink I
was born after this because Ilook so

young.

What about your family?
My family’s all from Whitehaven.

I’ve got awife and two kids, brother,

mam, dad and I’ve got acat as well

What’s your first memory of Rugby
League?

My first memory was watching
Whitehaven Rugby League, the likes of
Vince Gribbin, Jimmy Dalton, Geoff

Simpson, people of that calibre. They
were my boyhood heroes and Iused to
watch them every week when Iwas about

six, seven or eight
So you were one of these little kids who
runs round the outside of the pitch
occasionally watching the match?

That’s it. Iused to go to the game
with my friends and my dad, get an oxo,
probably apie and then run on the pitch
at half time and kick aball about and the

same again at full time. It was just a
fantastic experience for akid at that age.

Where and with who did you first play

i

I
I

u

: F o r t h e b e s

Ford Pret

RUGBY

18



What’s the most amusing thing you’ve
ever seen on arugby fieid?

O n e o f t h e m w a s w h e n I w a s

playing against Huddersfield afew years
ago and afriend of mine, Garry Chariton,
got astray boot in ‘the groin area'. He
was in agony. Iran up to him and asked
how he was and he told me his situation.

Ijust said “listen Garry if you stand on
one leg, hold your left ear and jump up
and down it’ll he alright. ’’ So he did!!!!

was quite amused that he took it in and
I’ve got that on video so Ilaugh every
time! see it

Who's the biggest character you’ve
come across in the game, exciuding
yourself?

There's two really and Ithink one
learnt off the other. It’s got to be Paul
Forber. He’s a, a a practical joker with
awicked sense of humour and Paul

Loughlin. When they were both at St
Helens it must have been murder for the

coaches like Alex Murphy, Eric Hughes
and the likes. I’ve played with both and I

was quite surprised at the attitude they’ve

l^DHAM dSH
a

got

What’s your ambition in Rugby League?

Ijust want to play to the best of my
ability. But the main thing is just to enjoy
it If Ican stop injury free then that’s a

bonus. But Ienjoy coming to training
with the players and socialising with
them. It’s like abit of afamily you’ve got
at aclub. Everyone knows exactly what
each other is personally doing and if

you’re stuck they’ll come and help you.
Tell us asecret about one of your team

mates at Oldbam or any other club?
/can't really give any of them

secrets away. (This bit is edited in the
written format -but not on the audio). But
I’ll tell you about the son of aformer
Oldham winger who has the dirtiest toe
nails ever. They’re like crows feet, long
pointy thing and the most disgusting,

horridest things I’ve ever seen. Isuppose
that’s the best Ican let out at this moment

in time.

i

T h i s i n t e r v i e w w i i i b e b r o a d c a s t i n f u l i

on Radio Caveii ■1350AM next Friday
during ‘Sports Preview’ between 5.00
and B. 00pm.

NORTHERN

tcoverage of the Northern
niership...Every Monday. ^
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Increase your performance
to an all time best

No matter what position you play, supplements can play akey role in your quest for increasing

your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power &strength.

Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle

tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,
your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting

general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during intense training and supporting your body's

recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over training

and injuries. More importantly you can expect adramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.

I

i

C H O C O L AT E ^

the choice of CHAHPJfl

lO, n-vtw. I

IMUSCU

VIPlRl'Ilfaf Ihmb a

IfattackACHE-FREE’*9 ●nargy *eur«« for

*

www.maximuscle.ci

U

MAXIMUSCLE
S p o r t s n u t r i t i o n a t i t s b e s t

Contact Maximuscle today for your

FREE 96 page colour catalogue...

Maximuscle Limited:

40 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park

Watford

WD18 8JZ

Tel : 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 229339

Visit the best nutrition site on the web:

www.maximuscle.com

IOC allowed’ guarantee
All Maximuscle ‘IOC allowed’

supplements are tested to ensure they

do not contain any banned substances.

Using Maximuscle supplements correctly

and as instructed, will not result in a

positive reading. Proof can be provided

for all athletes, coaches, etc...

IUL®SSJE^
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(DmDU
. . . with Icm Wilson

s o c c e r m a n a n d h e c a m e o u t w i t h s i m i l a r

aspirations when he took over Wigan Athletic;
and there is not a lo t o f ev idence of major

change there, either in crowds or in league
status, in spite of the millions he has thrown at

them. And Iwould humbly suggest that the same

will be the case for “Wigan-Orrell”.

Perhaps Mr Whelan should have aword

with some of the other sugar-daddies who have

already used up several of their mi l l ions in

bankrolling not very good professional RU
players over the past few years? Alternatively,

perhaps a look a t some o f the recent
attendances at top RU games might make him
pause alittle? (I have recently seen figures of
2,000 or so at Sale, Saracens and Newcastle,

and 1300 at Orrell vLeeds In acup-tie).

As for Wigan RL, it is also reported that

they are due to report asizeable financial loss

for last season. But there must be simple causes

for that -lack of Cup success, in particular, as

well as very expensive overseas players come

to mind -and, anyway, the loss is t r iv ia l in

comparison to those being made, at least pre-

Sky TV bonanza, by top RU clubs.
And Maur ice? Now he is back in to the inner

circle of RL and busy ‘implementing’ whatever it

is his committee is going to implement, can you

really see him preferring to hob-knob with those
nice chaps who run Har lequins and Wasps
r a t h e r t h a n w i t h t h e S a l f o r d s a n d H a l i f a x e s o f

this world? Then, again ...I

WHAT on earth is Dave Whelan playing at? And

what is happening at Wigan? They are no

favourites of mine, Ishould add very quickly, but

e v e n I h a v e t o a d m i t t h a t a h e a l t h y R u g b y

League needs ahea l t hy W igan (as we l l , I

suggest, as ahealthy Hull, Leeds and London -
not to mention Sheffield, South Wales, Ireland,

Roulouse, Paris etc. etc. -but that is another

storyl)

Whelan was quoted just before Christmas

as saying that he was willing to pour further

millions into “his club”, but this time this meant

the fallen-from-grace Rugby Union club, Orrell.

This should be re-named Wigan-Orrell, so as to

take advantage of the best brand name in world
rugby (in his view). And his aim is to see the new

club atop the R.U. Premiership. And -again his
statement -this, too, is the objective of Maurice

Lindsay.

This so-called story was, of course, written

up in some of the national press as yet another
i nd i ca to r o f t he imminen t dem ise o f RL . Wha t a

load of rubbish I

Iam not suggesting that all is healthy in the
world of RL, of course, or that there are no

threats from RU. Certainly not. Ithink, for
example, that the Leeds situation is definitely
w o r r y i n g , l a r g e l y b e c a u s e o f G a r y
Hetherington’s record of looking for the
gimmicky, quick-fix solution to problems. But

Wigan as Champions of English RU? Neverl
Of course, Dave Whelan used to be a

Mi

Isaw this and thought of you
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sponsored by

HAPPY NEW YEAR to all the

Junior Roughyeds and also to the

Directors, players and supporters
of York.

D e w s b u r y R a m s .

M a t t h e w g o e s t o

Lady’s

Comprehensive
School, and his

h o b b i e s a r e m u s i c

and playing the

piano. Matthew’s

favourite piayer is
David Gibbons.

The next Junior Roughyed Meeting

will be at the end of January and further

details will be sent to you in afew
weeks.

Our

The mascot for

today’s game is 5

y e a r o l d J e s s i c a
Fullalove -Jessica

g o e s t o T h o r p e
Farm

Schooi and Jessica

i s a g i r l o f m a n y
talents. She loves

swimming, dancing

and gymnastics but

most of ali she loves playing Rugby.

Jessica’s favourite player is Gavin Dodd.

M a t t h e w T a m a s z e w s k i i s t h e

mascot for our away game against

UkJ
Matthew Tamaszski

Primary

Jessica Fullalove

If anyone would like to become

aJunior Roughyed please contact
t h e c l u b f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

Adele Knowles

N O R T H E R N F O R D P R E M I E R S H I P TA B L E 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

P W D L F o r A g s t D i f f P T S
440016647119

44001006436

3011244678

43011315774

43011134073

3300713437

43011027329

4202905832

42027580-5

Leigh Centurions
Rochdale Hornets

H u l l K i n g s t o n R o v e r s 4
Barrow Raiders

Whitehaven

Huddersfield Giants

Workington Town
Sheffield Eagles

B a t l e y B u l l d o g s

Featherstone Rovers

D o n c a s t e r D r a g o n s
D e w s b u r y R a m s

K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s
C h o r l e y L y n x
Gateshead Thunder

Swinton Lions

Oldham

Hunslet Hawks

Y o r k W a s p s

8

8

6

6

6

6

6

4

4

4 1 1 27767103

2 44 74 -30 2

2 48 80 -32 2

2 62 99 -37 2

4 72 116 -44 2

2 32 72 -40 1

2 16 50 -34 0

2 22 72 -50 0

3 38 146 -108 0

3 22 130 -108 0

13 0

3 1 0

3 1 0

15 0

3 01

00

00

00

00

2

2

3

3
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
WITH Don Yates

at St. Anne’s. The pair have obtained
excelient sponsorship from Kingsway
Autos of Rochdaie and from John Igoe of
the Tommyfieid pub, Henshaw Street. St.
Anne’s are now confident that aregular

supply of quality rugby players will soon be
filtering through to the open age section at
Higginshaw Road. What Adrian is
particularly concerned about is the ‘drop
out’ rate of league talent in the 16-20 age
group throughout the town. “We need
s o m e fi n a n c e f r o m s o m e w h e r e s o t h a t w e

can get into the schools and develop talent
from ayoung age, nurture it, and keep the
young lads playing through to open age
level.’’

‘THE standard of rugby p layed in the

Oldham junior league at such places as
Saddleworth, St. Anne’s, Waterhead and

Royton is absolutely phenomenal, really
superb.’ So says Adrian Alexander, former

Harlequins and Barbarians rugby union
wing forward or number eight who turned
professional with Oldham in December
1979. When his professional career was

over Alexander coached unofficially at a
f e w r u g b y u n i o n c l u b s b e f o r e b e i n g

reinstated by the Rugby Football Union

which enabled him to coach officially at
Richmond.

Adr ian A lexander ’s knowledge and

enthusiasm for rugby, both codes and at
every level, is vast and infectious. He has a
wide experience in every aspect of the
sport. His successful playing career has
been well documented and, Isuspect, his
talent at developing young players will
soon have many admirers. Apart from that
A l e x a n d e r h a s i n v o l v e d h i m s e l f i n o t h e r

diverse aspects of the game. He was, for
example associated with the production of
the feature fi lm “The Fi rs t Kangaroos”

starring Denis Waterman and covering that
historic event. He set up the stunts during
the filming of the playing sequences of the
film.

Additionally, and in order to further his
rugby education, Alexander has spent
some time at Salford with Ray Hill studying
the commercial side of the game and, once
Peter Deakin recovers full health, he hopes

to do the same at Sale RUFC. Clearly,

Alexander would be an asset at any club,

professional or amateur, and surely will
eventually achieve his ambition, which is to
manage arugby club, be it union or
league, at as high alevel as possible.

Until then he will continue working with

the youth at St. Anne’s, instilling good
practice, both on and off the pitch, thereby
ensuring that asteady stream of rich rugby
talent continues to flow through to open

age level at St. Anne’s and other clubs in
O l d h a m a n d d i s t r i c t .

Adrian Alexander

H e t h e n r e t u r n e d t o O l d h a m b e c a u s e

his locally born wife Eugenia was homesick
a n d s i n c e t h e n h e h a s b e c o m e i n v o l v e d

coaching rugby league at under-16 and
under-18 level, first at Saddleworth and

currently at St. Anne's.
Along with Bing Findlater, Alexander

has set about transforming the under-18s
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€^um
The

Saturday

Yankee

B o o k a p r e - m a t c h m e a l i n o u r

EXCELLENT NEW SPONSORS SUITE

AT T H E H u r s t C r o s s

C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e

(80 yards from the ground)

There are 2Packages

available:

A) £50 per person, includes 4

course meal with wine, pre

and post match

complimentary bar, match
ticket to watch the match from

the board room.

B) £30 per person, same

package as above with apay

P o t 1 H a s n o w b e e n f r o z e n a n d w i l l

s t a n d a t £ 5 1 5 0 u n t i l I t h a s b e e n w o n .

P o t 2 I s n o w w o r t h £ 9 0 0 a n d w i l l

build up until Pot 1has been won.

T h e r e h a s n e v e r b e e n a b e t t e r t i m e

to join The Saturday Yankee so give

Lorraine aring on 06l 628 3677

Remember -You’ve got to
be in it to win it.

(Also Collectors

REQUIRED IN MOST AREAS) bar

O l d h a m L a b o u r

Party

Continuing its support

for

O l d h a m R L F C

OFFICES

David Heyes IVIP

Ashlon-U-Lyne

P h i l Wo o l a s M P

Oldham East &

Saddleworth

0161 624 4248

Michael Meacher MP

Oldham West &Royton

Oldham Labour Group

Civic Centre Oldham

0161 626 57790161 331 93070161 911 4037
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The Whistle Blower
W i t h S a m S h e p h e r d

Sam Shepherd, perhaps Oldham's most famous International Rugby League
referee and assessor, is anew columnist for the matchday magazine.

about adrop goal, where akick is taken

from and where it goes into touch under

the 40-20 rule and, by far the most

important, whether atry has been scored.

The video referee, however, cannot be

called on to decided whether apass is

forward.

MY FIRST two articles for the Roughyeds

programme, yet unseen because of

postponements, have been concerned

with games and incidents in the past. I

thought it might be interesting to speak
about one o f the recent innovat ions in our

game, the video referee. And who better to

unravel the mysteries of the video referee,

than the man himself, Oldhamer, Gerry
Kershaw.

W h e n t h e v i d e o r e f e r e e s t u d i e s t h e

many screens, he makes his decision and

then conveys this to aguy in the opposite

corner of the van who puts it up on the big

screen. If it is atry, it is straightforward

enough, if not, the match referee must be

informed how the game is to be re-started.

There are 15 or 16 different restarts, so

the video referee must convey aprecise

phrase to the operator, and that also

appears on the big screen.

There is no doubt that when the v ideo

referee is called upon to make any

decision there is an air of expectation in

the c rowd and when i t i s acruc ia l dec is ion

he must be under great pressure. He

cannot make the decision In haste, as his

decision is being watched not only by the

crowd In the ground, but also thousands of

television viewers and, of course, the ever

critical Sky commentators.

Gerry Kershaw and the other referees

Ispeak to often wonder, without the

benefit of cameras, how many tries they

gave that wouldn’ t have been, or how

many that were not given actually should

have been?

Gerry was born In Oldham, just 400

yards from the ground at Watersheddings

and was apupil of mine at Counthlll

G r a m m a r S c h o o l . H e s h o w e d a n i n t e r e s t

in becoming areferee at the age of 16 and

Itook him to one of our local society

meetings. This familiarised him with the

laws of the game and he successfully took

the Rugby League examination at 18.

By the time he was 24 he was asenior

referee and he served 25 years at the

highest level in the game, including

o f fi c i a t i n g a t W e m b l e y I n 1 9 8 1 .

Incidentally, no other referee has survived

for 25 years at the top level.

When he is on duty as the video

re fe ree , he i s i n aSky Te lev i s i on

production van outside the ground with

abou t fi f t een o the r peop le . He I s

surrounded by as many screens as there

are cameras in the ground. He sits behind

Director. Neville Smith, another ex Rugby

League referee from Australia who Is fully

conversant with all the laws of the game.

The match referee is al lowed to call on

the video referee when he is uncertain (And so say all of usil)

26



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business <6 OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham &Tame side

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535 ■Ashton -John Mills 0161 -339 6140

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550 ■Failsworth -Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

AMH AMH

S e c o n d h a n d t i l e s a n d s l a t e s

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

^PILGRIM
Wj 3 w i w m

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
t he Power &Mar ine indus t r ies Wor ldw ide

imw.pilgirim-iiileifiiational.eo.uk

!< ineg ■" "f <

limOedP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , Greenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: saddsports@excite.co.uk

www.saddleworthspoits.co.uk

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ● S w i t c h ●

Delta ●Solo ●Amex

C A N T O N E S E R E S T A U R A N T

VIe’ve Cured
Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

TmATTi&mu Manchester Road ●Mossley OL5 9QW
Tel : 01457 839638 /01457 834169

Tel. 0161 621 4400 -Tax: 0161 621 4408
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Topic Of The Day
Attendances

A N A N A L Y S I S o f a t t e n d a n c e s i n 2 0 0 0 -

2001 shows that Widnes were easily the

best supported team in the N.F.P. with
over 1000 spectators per home game

more than Leigh. Surprisingly, however, only two clubs had their best home attendance when

Widnes were the visitors, these being Hunslet and Leigh. Six clubs had their best attendances

when Leigh were the visitors suggesting that the Centurions had abigger travelling support

than the Vikings or that their table-topping exploits made them more attractive opponents.
Oldham drew the biggest gate of the season to Barrow, Rochdale and Hull K.R.

Least attractive visitors were Chorley with seven clubs suffering their worst gates of the

season when the Lynx were the visitors. Interestingly, York drew the season’s lowest

attendance at only one ground, namely Widnes, but the crowd of 2941 who saw that match

was the highest gate York played before all season.
Whitehaven and Workington each had their best home attendances when their local rivals

were the visitors.

Playing away from home thirteen of the fourteen clubs which faced Widnes at the

Autoquest played before their biggest gate of the season, Chorley being the only exception.

Conversely 10 of Chorley’s 14 home games produced their opponents’ worst gates of the
season.

mm. m

As regards ‘winter’ v. ‘summer’ rugby Barrow, Batley, Chorley, Dewsbury, Doncaster,

Featherstone, Gateshead, Hull K.R., Hunslet, Keighley, Oldham, Whitehaven, Workington and

York all had better average gates in the early part of the season largely before the start of the
Super League season, although by late season league positions are fairly well established and

the stragglers struggle to draw support when alternative summer activities beckon.

Nevertheless, as the N.F.P. contemplates falling into line with the Super League season it

is worth considering how many top flight clubs now play on Sunday afternoons. Many, of
course, now favour Friday night with Saturday and Sunday night games also on the agenda, a

recognition perhaps that summer weekends draw people to alternative pastimes.

N . F. P. A t t e n d a n c e s 2 0 0 0 - 0 1

Home Away

Av. Gate Team

Leigh

Widnes

Oldham

Hull KR

Featherstone

SWINTON

Keighley

Doncaster

Dewsbury

Workington

Rochdale

Whitehaven

Batley

Hunslet

Sheffield

Barrow

York

Gateshead

Chorley

Av. GateTeam

Widnes

Leigh

Keighley

Oldham

Featherstone

Hull KR

Dewsbury

Doncaster

Rochdale

Workington

Sheffield

Whitehaven

Hunslet

Barrow

Swinton

Batley

Gateshead

York

Chorley

3749 2547

19962555

2285 1870

17182066

17031912

16591842

15671605

15111519

14801401

14411211

14071185

1363972

1362957

1266955

1202901

1190888

1133783

1032631

918533
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LEVER’S i f y o u ^ r c n o t

satisfied with your

hanhf conrertFISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT
The Royal Bank

S K o f S c o t l a n d
Best Wishes

TO For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland

Mon-Sat 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074 No. 90312

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

DRONSFIELDS
MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL

ROAD, DOBCROSS

O L D H A M 0 L 3 S R B

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717

FAX: 01457-871940

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Tel 0161 785 0813

Fax 0161 624 6507
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a L D H A M \
D-Ceritage *Trust

'■ 'ilW-

Billy Dixon's
1904/5

Championship Medal

H E L P P L U G T H E D R A I N ! ! !

Oldham Rugby Heritage Trust, formed to

preserve the heritage of Oldham RLFC not
just for the benefit of the club’s fans but on
behalf of all sports enthusiasts in the town,

boasts the most comprehensive rugby
league club collection of trophies, medals,
international caps and jerseys in the world.

The Trust relies on the vast percentage
of its collection being donated but from time
to time finds it necessary to enter the hurly
burly world of the auction house in its quest
t o s e c u r e O l d h a m R L F C r e l a t e d

memorabilia which otherwise would

probably end up being displayed in
Australian, South African and American

sports bars I.
Just last week aShropshire auctioneer

offered Albert Brough’s 1927 Challenge
Cup Winners medal to the highest bidder
a n d a c o u p l e o f w e e k s b e f o r e t h a t a

collection of four Billy Dixon medals went
under the hammer up in Cumbria. Brough,
1924 Tourist and Ashes winner, was one of

only four Oldham players who played in the
four consecutive Challenge Cup finals in
the late twenties, afeat not surpassed until
Wigan dominated the tournament in the

I990’s. And Dixon, aclub star from the early
twentieth century, when the Roughyeds had
arguably its best ever side, was Oldham’s
second most prolific trophy winner.

Most sports minded people would want

Albert Brough’s
1927 Challenge Cup

W i n n e r s M e d a l

Billy Dixon's

1907/8 Lancs League 1907 Challenge Cup Cumberland County
W i n n e r s M e d a l

Billy Dixon's Billy Dixon's

Runners Up Medal Representative 1911/12

to see those trophies returned to town and
that’s just what the Trust ensured but not
before parting with afour figure sum.

Last season Iwrote in the programme
about the frustration in not being able to
afford to secure the future of vintage

Oldham star Sam Lees’ representative
caps which ended up in the hands of a
Cape Town dealer and proclaimed that this
should never be allowed to happen again.
At least the Brough and Dixon medals are
now back, but not without the help of
significant club backed fund raising and a
g e n e r o u s c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m t h e
Independent Supporters Club. The cost of
obtaining rugby memorabilia has spiralled
and insurance, restoration and security
costs don’t come cheap.

So may be i f you are in terested in

helping the future efforts of the Trust
please contact one of the Trustees
named below.

Also, if you have any item related to
Oldham RLFC’s history we would be
pleased to discuss that too.

Trustees

T I M H U G H E S 0 1 7 0 6 8 6 1 4 5 7

MICHAEL TURNER 0161 620 6005

BRIAN WALKER 01457 875085

DAVID WHITEHEAD 0161 633 7741

Chairman

M I C K H A R R O P 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 9 9 9
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WING’S WINE SHOP
WIfliO’SS

63 George Street, Oldham, Lancashire OLl ILX
Sla

0161 652 9396

Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent

Oldham based company. We stock over 1500

different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham

we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer asale or return service on many of

our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for

what you drink.

The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets

and beer glasses, whether it be aparty of 20 or a
function of 520, is available.

■ : i I » r

tII*I4I●t-«

It

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional serviee.

5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES

Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions

F R E E G L A S S L O A N - F R E E D E L I V E R Y S E R V I C E - M A I L I N G L I S T

Hope to see you soon -PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Soquei Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367

E-Mail: anllox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Date Opponent Result Att

DECEMBER

2SWINTON LIONS

16 HuIlK.R.

23 ROCHDALE HORNETS

30 Leigh
JANUARY

6YORK

13 Dewsbury Rams
20 CHORLEY LYNX

27 Kellogg's Challenge Cup (3rd Round)
FEBRUARY

3Workington

10 Kellogg’s Challenge Cup (4th Round)

17 GATESHEAD

24 Kellogg's Challenge Cup (5th Round)
MARCH

3Huddersfield

F - A

P

10-26 2032

P

12-46 3388

H

Matchball

Sponsor

Saturday

Yankee

A

H

A

H

A

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS H

15 Sheffield Eagles

24 FEATHERSTONE

29 Rochdale Hornets A(Nat Cup)

A

H

APRIL

1DEWSBURY RAMS

7Huddersfield

14 KEIGHLEY

21 Hunslet Hawks

H(Nat Cup)

A(Nat Cup)

H(Nat Cup)

A(Nat Cup)
MAY

5 BATLEY BULLDOGS H (Nat Cup)

12 National Cup Quarter Finals

19 National Cup Semi Finals

26 National Cup Final
JUNE

2Keighley Cougars

9WHITEHAVEN

16 Barrow

23 BATLEY BULLDOGS

30 Hunslet Hawks

A

H

A

H

A

JULY

7LEIGH

14 ChorleyLynx

21 Whitehaven

28 HUDDERSFIELD

AUGUST

4HUNSLET HAWKS

11 Batley Bulldogs
18 Rochdale Hornets

25 WORKINGTON

SEPTEMBER

1York

H

A

Programme

Sponsor

David Mills>

A

H

H

A

A

H

A

KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

Oldhaim RLFC fully support the let's
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game

A N D r a c i s t C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.
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two players
that deserve atry this season

fordka collection

1.3i3dr

●cd player

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

●central locking

●leather steering wheel

£7,995

n e w f o r d f o c u s z e t e c

1.6i16v3dr

●cd player

●a l loy whee ls

●remote central locking

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

£11,745

northern ford dealers -official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

ca l l 0845 7111 888 fo r your loca l fo rd dea le r

NORTHERN;

Vi
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O L D H A M Y O R K W A S P S

M a r k K N I G H T

M a r k S I B S O N

Gavin DODD

Dave GIBBONS

Jon GODDARD

Joe McNICHOLAS

John BRADDISH

Neil RODEN

Simon KNOX

John HOUGH

Jason CLEGG

Phil FARRELL

Bryan HENARE

Lee DORAN

Coach Leo EPIFANIA

Ben SORBELLO

Matt MULHOLLAND

Shaun AUSTERFIELD

Carl HALL

Gavin MOLLOY

Jonny LIDDELL

M a r k C A I N

Andy PRECIOUS

P e t e r E D W A R D S

Michael DOCHERTY

Leigh DEAKIN

M i c k R A M S D E N

Rob LEE
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