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KEEP ATIGHT GRIP ON

YOUR FINANCES

If you don't keep agrip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

●Mortgages* ♦Life Cover ●Income Protection* ●Pensions ●
♦Investments ●ISA’s ●Savings ●Individual financial Review ●

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group
Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Financial Advisers, Ocean House, 7Memorial Road,
Walkden, Manchester M28 3AQ. Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.

Email: enqulries@moneygroup.co.uk Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

hcJoi
AMEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.

*THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP

REPAYMENTS ON AMORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRIHEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.



... with Christopher Hamilton
Oldham Rugby League Football

Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street

O l d h a m O L I I D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

TODAY sees the next stage
of the drama that is Oldham

Rugby League Club. In

today’s opponents Keighley

we are up against ateam

w h i c h w a s o n e o f t h e m a i n

tips for success this season

bearing in mind the strength

of the squad that Steve
D e a k i n h a s a s s e m b l e d .

CHAIRMAN

Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS

Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH

Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH

John Henderson

A L L I A N C E C O A C H

Over the last few games

their form has dipped as

they have suffered injuries

to their main playmakers,
Martin Wood and Nathan

Antonik but Iam sure they will be equally determined to

‘steady the ship’ this afternoon against ourselves.

It is, perhaps, indicative of the whole fixture format this

season that today sees us staging ahome game
immediately after the Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final and yet

other teams have no game. Bearing in mind the fact that we

are trying to squeeze games in before vacating Boundary

Park if has not helped that one of our ‘free’ Wednesdays is
the night that those clubs who do not play today all have a

game.

ACADEMY COACH

Mark Knight
ACADEMY MANAGER

Pete Beswick

F I R S T T E A M P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

Lisa Sharratt

alliance/academy

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Jodie Whittle, Danni Turner
CONDITIONER

Tony O’Brien
TIMEKEEPER

John Barrett

C L U B D O C T O R

D r i a n W i l k i n s o n

C L U B D E N T I S T

Neii Gibbison

STATISTICS

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

Geoff Cooke

B O A R D R O O M S U P E R V I S O R

Louis Laverty

Anyway, enough doom and gloom, at the end of the day

we at Oldham wouldn’t know what to do if things went

smoothly for us so we are not in any different position to

what we have been before. Ihave spent last week in a
series of meetings with various TV. broadcasters and

programme makers in an attempt to find out what chance,
if any, we have of obtaining TV coverage for next season

and beyond. All of the clubs in the NFP agree that this is
potentially the salvation of the clubs in this division as there

is effectively no Murdoch money from then, so the outcome
of those talks wil l be crucial to the future.

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
H A L L O F F A M E N t E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LeES, BrEWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

Keep your fingers crossed that they have been

encouraging and, if they have, we have something to build
on. FRONT COVER

John Hough makes another break

from dummy half

Enjoy the game.

Chris

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We Would Like To Thank The Oldham Evening Chronicle &Rugby League Express For The Use Of Photography
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PERSONAL TYRES

EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y L T D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t r o e t a l W o r k e r s &

Structural Steel Fabricators

Un i t s 4 /5 ■Whiteswan Industrial Estate

D e r k e r S t r e e t ● O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Tel . 0161 627 4200 ●Fax. 0161 627 3616 Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Wish ORLFC every success for 2001

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your
Plant &Tool Hire Needs

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2001 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ●O l d h a m 0 L 1 S T D

Tel : 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Fax: 0161 628 9949

JllmiiedP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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DFOCUS with Mike Ford

THESE notes were written before the game with

Doncaster on Wednesday, amatch which, if we

won it, could have lifted us back into fourth

position. If we can win today against Keighley that,

too, would do out cause apower of good. The

Cougars, like ourselves, have had afew setbacks

lately following their terrific start to the season.

That said Keighley remain one of the best sides in

the competition and, in Steve Deakin, have one of

the best coaches in the League. They have

a m b i t i o n s o f t h e i r o w n a n d w i l l b e k e e n t o t a k e t h e

4

●if-

i' points today so we will have to be on our mettle

jPS especially given our heavy programme of games.
Last Sunday at Batley Ifelt we really got back

on song with some terrific defence. We were heavily penalised in the second half

but rode out the storm and finished the stronger. Ifelt that without Casey, Hough

and Norton we did really well. Keith Brennan was exceptional and Cleggy, Phil

Farrell and Ian Sinfield worked themselves to astand still. Andy Proctor was back to

something like his best and Lee Doran made areal impact when he came on.

What’s more we thought our fans really tried hard for us and their vocal

encouragement was great. Today’s game is acrucial fixture and we hope you’ll give

us the same backing. Before Wednesday Joey Hayes was our only injury doubt, so

here’s hoping everyone came through o.k. against Doncaster.

Enjoy the match.

Mike

PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000
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DRONSFIELDS
RYDER

DUTTONMERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717

FAX: 01457-871940

E S T A T E A G E N T S

V A L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional

approach
to any property

matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL1HA
Tel . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
Srt

FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
Best Wishes

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 10.30-5.30 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 07974 127082
0161 633 0074
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i’llidtJial' I'.Ulcii
...from the pen of Michael Turner

Oldham were sweeping all before them and
t r i e s f r o m Tu r n e r , P i t c h f o r d a n d C r a c k n e l l

complimented by five goals from Ganley were
enough to give Oldham the spoils by nineteen

points to five. The Keighley score consisted of
atry from Lowe and agoal from Hollindrake. A

p o i n t e r t o t h e e x t e n t o f t h e K e i g h l e y
e n d e a v o u r s c o u l d b e t h a t t h e n e x t v i s i t o r s t o

Watersheddings were the 1956 Australian

tourists who were whacked 21 -2. (Three
w e e k s l a t e r O l d h a m t r a v e l l e d t o L a w k h o l m e

Lane, there to complete the “double” by 32 -

TODAY we welcome the players, officials and
supporters of the Keighley club to Boundary

Park and in so doing recall amatch against the

West Yorkshire team from our championship
winning season of 1956-57.

The match was played on October 27th
1956 and it was celebrations all the way at
Watersheddings as the club paraded the

Lancashire Cup, which had been won the
previous week against St Helens at Station
R o a d , S w i n t o n . T h i s w a s t h e fi r s t t i m e t h e

“Roughyeds” had secured the trophy since
1933 and before the game the team proudly

posed with the cup (see pic). It was then left to

two of the “rested” players to carry the cup
around the ground. Ironically the task fell to
t w o Yo r k s h i r e m e n . H o o k e r, J a c k K e i t h a n d

winger John Etty paraded the cup to the
delight of the Oldham supporters.

Acrowd of just under thirteen and ahalf
thousand turned up for fhe game, the majority
of whom were no doubt ant ic ipat ing an

Oldham victory. This eventually came to pass

but not before Keighley had put up some stout
d e f e n c e . H o w e v e r , t h i s w a s a t i m e w h e n

15.)

OLDHAM:

Ganley; Cracknell, Ayres, Davies, O’Grady;

Stirrup, Pitchford; Jackson, Carruthers, Vines,
Little, Winslade, Turner.

KEIGHLEY:

Black; Hollindrake, Taylor, Hallas,

Verrenkamp; Anderson, Brown; Marston,
Harden, Bardgett, Grice, Lowe, Crewdson.

Attendance: 13,478

Referee: Mr EClay (Rothwell)

The Oldham team vKeighley October 27th 1956.

Back Row: JEtty, GJenkins, DVines, ICarruthers, KJackson, DTurner, SLittle, CWinslade, JKeith, WHoward.

Middle Row: W.B. Ganley, RCracknell, FStirrup, ADavies, TO'Grady.

Front Row: DAyres, mascot, FPitchford.
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nTHE battle for places In
fl the top eight of the

JH Northern

top eight and presumably still fancying their
chances of qualifying forfhe end-of-season play-off
carnival.

”VT
Ford

Premiership is building

up info afascinating
contest in which at least

adozen c lubs are in wi th

a s h o u t a s t h e s e a s o n

passes the half-way
m a r k a n d h i t s t h e b a c k

L o s s o f f o r m o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d l o s s o f

players on the other has hit some clubs hard -
notably Dewsbury, who not only lost coach Neil
Kelly when he took over at Widnes but, soon
afterwards, suffered the departure, also to the Auto
Quest Stadium, of key men Matthew Long, Sean
Richardson and Richard Agar.

Ahuge injury list, headed by star man Martin
Wood, took the edge off Keighley, while Doncaster’s
financial problems were such that several influential
players walked away, not least scrum-half Latham
Tawhai and utility man James Bunyan, who signed
for Rochdale.

Other clubs, on the other hand, appear to be
gambling heavily financially on finishing in agood
posifion in the play-off zone and making a
determined bid to win the Grand Final in the hope
of earning promofion to Super League.

Heading this list is Widnes, the NFP’s big
spenders who have the facilities, the stadium and
the fan base to put forward astrong case for

elevafion to the top flight. But what if they don’t
make it? What then, for Widnes, if they fail to

achieve their goal and are left to pick up the pieces,
still in the NFP and with no Murdoch money to
speak of next year?

Rochdale are not quite in that bracket, but it
doesn’t take anyone with inside information to
know that the Hornets must have spent pretty
heavily to put together the Dave Watson inspired
team which had won eight games out of nine when
i t b e a t O l d h a m a n d S h e f fi e l d o v e r t h e E a s t e r

holiday.

r

straight.
It’s afar cry from lasf season when, at this

stage, only seventh and eighth places were
realistically still available for acouple of clubs just
outside the cut-off mark.

Anofher big change this year is the manner in
which one club, Leigh Centurions, is racing way
ahead several lengths in front of fhe rest, who jostle
for places way behind as they approach each
successive hurdle.

It is interesting to recall that, last season, the
race to finish top went down to the wire and when
the regular 28 match programme was completed
Dewsbury had made it to the pinnacle for the
second season running with the narrowest of
margins over Keighley Cougars.

The Rams finished on 45 points, one more
than Keighley and only three more than Doncaster
and Leigh, who finished fhird and fourth
respectively.

Oldham, in sixth spot, pulled in 39 points and
it could have been oh so different when you
consider that Dewsbury won only f4-12 in athriller
at Boundary Park and only 16-12 at the Ram
stadium where the Roughyeds went 10-down in as
many minutes and then gave as good as they got, if
not more, for the remaining 70 minutes.

Prior to last weekend’s games Rochdale
Hornets were in sixth place but, significantly, they
were amassive 12 points behind leaders Leigh,
who at that stage had won 16 of their 17 games.

Dewsbury, second, had been beaten four

times; Keighley, third, had lost five; as had
Featherstone. Widnes, Rochdale and Oldham had
all lost six.

More importantly, and this is what makes the

division so competitive, only four points split
Featherstone in fourth place and Batiey in 12th
spot.

Sheffield had also been on aroll until they
came unstuck at Spotland, while Workington have
also put pressure in recent week on the teams
hovering in mid table just outside the top eight.

Amazingly, all this is against abackground of
severe financial hardship, wifh several of the
aforementioned clubs hoisting distress signals, not
to ment ion s im i la r ta les o f woe f rom some o f the

clubs in the division’s lower echelons.

Where it will all end is anyone’s guess, but the
Oldham chairman, Christopher Hamilton, is
probably close to the mark when he says that, for
several clubs in the NFP, it will finish in tears.

Too many other clubs, he fears, are spending
money fhey haven’f gof and are heading for afall.

Even Whitehaven, 13th in the league ladder
with 17 points, were only three points outside the
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We’ve Cured
Headaches fo r

THE ROUGHYEDS

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS
i.

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
Hilt make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

>'

V

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLATT &HILL
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

Tel. 0161 621 4400 -Fax: 0161 621 4408

C^KrUniC./^/

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport

.DHA

Chronicle

co.uk
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“...and that’s agreat ball

played out wide to the

wing...”

o

The TEAM
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

^experience. We
Lhave all the products

you need to get the

right RESULT every time.

Call In for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

r
the Great ball

www.mitre.com

I
V

1

/T The a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

I
i

J!

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
S c o t t fi e l d R o a d , o f f A s h t o n R o a d , O l d h a m O L 8 I L B

TehOie i 627 2020 Fax:OI6 l 633 2250

E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www.georgehill-timber.co.uk

jy

We ’ r e r e a d y t o b e

of service to you...

. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,

A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

TTm^TuT
01706

712321
li im

www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON

since 1793SOLICITORS

2 9 / 3 3 U n i O N S t r e e t O l d h a m O L I I H H

D X 2 3 6 0 7 O l d h a m E M A i L @ w r i g l e y c l a y d o n . c o m W e b s i t e w w w . w r i g l e y c l a y d o n . c o m

Fax 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M AQUALITY SEAVICi
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F i x t u r e s & Ta b l e s
A L L I A N C E T E A M F I X T U R E S A C A D E M Y T E A M F I X T U R E S

AprilDec
23 Featherstone AL44-14

6Keighley
21 Rochdale

A 7.30 LI 6-36

7.30 W 2 4 - 0
May

H
5 BARROW

Chorley

Dewsbury
DONCASTER

H

Jan 13 A

3Hunslet

10 Leigh
18 Widnes

AA 7.30 W26-10

7.30 L 3 6 - 1 8

19

26 H
A

June

HP

H2.30 W 2 4 - 0
3 Gateshead

FEATHERSTONE

LEIGH

York

Barrow

A

20 Workington 9 H

Feb 16 H

24 A3 Whitehaven H P

15 H u n s l e t

22 Batley
March

17 Whitehaven A 2.30 W 2 8 - 2 0

22 Featherstone H 7.30 L 2 4 - 3 0

29 DoncasterA 7.30 W 5 6 - 1 6

April

4Batley
19 DoncasterH

26 Widnes Viking H 7.30

May
3 Featherstone A 7 . 3 0

10 Keighley H 7.30

19 Workington A 2.30
24 R o c h d a l e

31 Leigh
June

7Widnes

13 Top Five Play Offs
14 First Division Grand Final

30 A
7.30 W 4 4 - 6

7.30 W38-10

H
July

H
WORKINGTON H7

Leigh A14

21 DEWSBURY

CHORLEY

H

H28

August
4 GATESHEAD

Doncaster

YORK

Workington

H

11 A

A 7.30 W 2 1 - 0

7.30 W54-28

18 H

A25

September

Play Offs -First Round

Play Offs -Grand Final

8

29

NF PREMIERSHIP (not including Wed25th result)

A7.30

H7.30
PW0LFor Agsl
18 17 01713 174

DiffPTS

Leigh Centurions
Keighley Cougars 18 12 1 5 599 267 332 25

Dewsbury Rams 17 12 0 5 521 252 269 24
Widnes Vikings 18 11 1 6 501 265 236 23
Featherstone Rovers 18 10 2 6 481 246 235 22

Rochdale Hornets 17 11 0 6 475 264 211 22

17 11 06448 265 183 22

Workington Town 17 11 0 6 421 342 79 22

539 34

A7.30

Oldham
A L L I A N C E D I V I S I O N O N E

PWDLFA DPTS

Widnes Vikings 12 10 1 1 364 175 189 21
Keighley Cougars
Oldham

Leigh Centurions 11 8 1 2 326 147 179 17
Rochdale Hornets 13 7 0 6 261 257 4 14

Sheffield Eagles 18 10 0 8 401 316 85 20

18 9 2 7 309 280 29 20

18 9 1 8 349 242 107 19

11 911317 116 201 19
12903 381 220 161 18

HullKR

Whitehaven

Doncaster Dragons 16 907302 256 46 18
Batley Bulldogs
torow Border Raiders 17 719335 431 1 5

Swinton Lions

18 909273 343 -70 18

Featherstone R11 4 1 6 183 275 -929
Doncaster D

Whitehaven

yBulldogs 10 2 0 8 90 290-200 4
Workington Town 11 1 0 10 151 264-113 2
Hunslet Hawks 8 1 0 7 82 224-142 2

17 7 0 10 321 379 -58 14

18 4 1 13 226 623 -397 9

18 2 0 16 261 811 -550 4

18 1 1 16 143 851 -708 3

Gateshead Thunder 18 0 0 18 159 631 -472 0

13 409294 378 -84 8

10 406128 231 -103 8 Hunslet Hawks

Batle Chorley Lynx
York
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Ian Hughes both grabbed two. Jason
Ramshaw was the Cougars’ outstanding

player.

MY FORECASTS of last week’s games

which appeared in Wednesday’s

Doncaster programme were spot on, with
one exception. Having called Rochdale
t h e f o r m t e a m o f t h e m o m e n t I w e n t w i t h

home advantage to Featherstone at the

Lionheart only for the Hornets, who now
lie seventh in the table, to prove me wrong

by springing yet another sensational

victory by 20-18. Highlight of the game
was a90 yard interception try by winger

Marlon Billy which restored Hornets lead
after Fev had fought back to 18-16 from
16-0 down.

A s w e l l a s F e a t h e r s t o n e a n o t h e r w e l l

fancied side to go down, though it was
e x p e c t e d , w a s D e w s b u r y , w h o

succumbed to Leigh Centurions 32-18, a

game in which Neil Turley equalled the all
t i m e r e c o r d o f 3 3 t r i e s i n a s e a s o n f o r a

fullback. Nevertheless Leigh made hard
work of it after leading at one stage 22-0.

Meanwhile my ‘mad’ forecast that
S w i n t o n w o u l d b e a t D o n c a s t e r w a s

correct, albeit by the narrowest of

margins, 19-18, aJim Lyons drop goal
deciding the issue.

And another |
game decided by aI
single point was I
O l d h a m ’ s w i n a t

Batley, 9-8. In this f
c a s e i t w a s a G a v i n

Dodd drop goal
which separated '

the sides in agame
where

Roughyed’s
defensive resilience

w a s t e s t e d t o t h e

Workington Town also ran up 60

against 10 by York. Left-wing Graeme

Lewthwaite ran in 5tr ies for Town, but

stand-off Tane Manihera dictated the

game and slotted over 8goals.

Town ’s ne ighbours Whi tehaven
overwhelmed Hunslet 50-10 at the

Recreation Ground. In this game hooker
Aaron Lester had ahattrick, with fullback

Paul O’Neil landing seven goals.

And finally, Barrow defeated bottom

club Gateshead who put up much the best

performance of the bottom four in losing

by only 20-12. With the Thunder leading
1 2 - 8 o n t h e h o u r a s h o c k l o o k e d o n t h e

cards only for Darren Holt to rescue the
Borde r Ra ide rs a f t e r B re t t McDermo t t had

edged them ahead on 67 minutes. Holts
73rd minute try and goal finally killing off a

gallant Gateshead.
T h i s w e e k n o t a l l c l u b s a r e i n a c t i o n

following yesterday’s Silk Cut Challenge

Cup Final between Bradford Bulls and St.

Helens. The game here at Boundary Park
i s the hardes t one to ca l l w i th bo th s ides

anxious to take the points. It’s so close it
c o u l d e v e n fi n i s h a s a r a r e d r a w . H o m e

advantage should see Dewsbury

overcome Workington, but Town have
f o u n d t h e i r f e e t t h i s s e a s o n a n d w i l l l o o k

on this as apotential victory.

Ithink we can expect Featherstone to

win at Gateshead and Hull K.R. to defeat

Chorley. Similarly, with York in dire straits,

Whitehaven ought to prevail at Huntington

Stadium, the Cumbrians still keen to gate

crash the play-off places.
T h a t l e a v e s S h e f fi e l d t o e n t e r t a i n

Leigh at Don Valley Stadium and it would

be amajor upset for the Eagles to turn
over the Centurions, so don’t hold your
breath over th is one!

the

Gavin Dodd

Easy wins were chalked up by the

sides facing three of the bottom four
clubs. Today’s visitors Keighley regained
s o m e c o n fi d e n c e w h e n t h e y s a w o f f

Chorley 60-18. Wingman Gareth Hooson
scored ahattrick while Craig Murdock and

full.
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In

Toyi^n Today 'cw /
K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s
THERE are fewer penalties in games involving
Keighley than any other team and the Cougars

are the best disciplined team in the NFP after

Barrow Border Raiders. Conclusion: expect our

visi tors today to play open, flowing footbal l .
Prob lem: t ha t f oo tba l l i s no t as e f f ec t i ve w i thou t

the presence of the best player in the NFP, Martin

Wood. Additionally, influential Australian scrum-

half Nathan Antonik has also been absent injured

recently with the result that Keighley’s results
have nose-dived. However, if Oldham

underestimate the Cougars in any way today, they

wi l l be in fo r ab loody nose (metaphor ica l ly

speaking, of course) as our visitors seek to get
their season back on track.

23 year old fullback JAMES RUSHFORTH is

aformer Academy Player of the Year and has

progressed to be areliable last line of defence in

Keighley’s strong side.

CRAIG HORNE wears no.2 and is apacy

right wing with experience at Bradford Bulls. His

centre partner is GARETH HOOSON who arrived

at Cougar Park after depart ing Huddersfield-

Sheffield Giants. With Daio Powell looking like he

will have to retire following athird broken arm in a

year Hooson looks likely to be aregular selection.
L e f t c e n t r e G R A E M E H A L L A S i s a G r e a t

Britain international and is team captain. He has

experience with Hull K.R., Halifax, Hull, Hunslet

and Canterbury Bulldogs. He has also (alas!)

appeared with Saracens.

C o u g a r s t o p t r y
s c o r e r i s W e l s h

international left wing
J A S O N L E E , a c l a s s a c t

and aselection in the

2000 NFP ‘ D r e a m

Team’ .

prop MICHAEL SLICKER will feature. Slicker
signed for Halifax Blue Sox before making his

name with Keighley.

S im i l a r l y, JASON RAMSHAW is a l so a

former Halifax player, albeit some years ago. Now
e s t a b l i s h e d a s o n e o f t h e b e s t a n d c l e v e r e s t

hookers in the League, Ramshaw also heads up

the Cougars’ development programme.
On the blind side ALAN BOOTHROYD has

also played for Halifax. Highly experienced, the

powerful prop has also done service at Castieford,

Bradford, Huddersfield and Dewsbury.

Second-row poses adefinite threat, where
P A U L H A R R I S O N a n d J I M L E A T H A M f o r m a

potentially lethal combination. Harrison, formerly
with Hull and Batley, is the brother of former

coach Karl and is abig hitter in his own right.

Leatham, meanwhile has played at Hull, Hunslet

a n d H u l l K . R . a n d i s a f o r m e r A c a d e m y
international.

DANNY SEAL at 

loose-froward completes
the B lue Sox connec t ion .

An all action utility

player. Seal can prise

open the best of

defences so is definitely
one to watch out for.

Other players who

c o u l d a p p e a r t o d a y
include MATT WALKER,

a 2 2 y e a r o l d e x -

Bradford Bul ls prop or
second-row;

SMITH alocal ly developed ut i l i ty back; PHIL

STEPHENSON adestructive prop forward;

JAMES WALKER, older brother of Matt, agoal
kicker, ex-Hunslet, Doncaster and Hull K.R. and

now making an impression after struggling with

injury; JAMES SIMEONOVICH an ex-Siddal and

Huddersfield second-row; CHRIS ROSS, anewly

ar r i ved ha l fback f rom Huns le t cover ing the

Cougars’ crisis positions; MATT FOSTER aflying

wing recruited from Doncaster; and another ex-

Dragon return ing to Cougar Park prop JOE
BERRY.

Danny SealKARL

In the absence of

Wo o d , K e i g h l e y h a v e

brought in CRAIG
M U R D O C K t h e c l e v e r

halfback who appeared

for Wigan and Hull. No Jason Lee

mean play-maker, the

Cougars will hope he has settled in by the time
they meet Oldham today.

With Antonik out Keighley have brought back

experienced scrum-half CHRIS ROBINSON awily

play-maker who started his career at Halifax and
has always been hard to handle.

Up front Oldham born former Waterhead

And, last but not least, the Cougars are, of

course, coached by STEVE DEAKIN, ex-Oldham

St. Anne’s, Keighley assistant, Rochdale Hornets,
and now one of the most highly regarded and

respected coaches in the NFP. He is sure to want

avictory in his home town today.
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... with Brian Walker

Kick, Run and Think
tussle at Headingley was more important to
Leeds ‘rugby club’ than the Rhinos Challenge
Cup semi-final against St HelensI

This, despite the fact that the current
Tykes crowds would fit into the ladies loo, as
opposed to two 13,000 home gatherings the
Rhinos have attracted already this season IThe
truth is that next season, playing in union’s
premier one, and with the right marketing
message, crowds will be drummed up for the
visits of Saracens, Harlequins, Leicester,
Northampton and Bath etc.

Down the road Bradford have also

expressed interest in a‘union’ venture by
forming acomplete new club to share the Bulls
name, revamped Odsal facilities, and hopefully
agood proportion of their large fan base.

Similar noises have been made by Saints
a n d t h e w o r d o n t h e s t r e e t i s t h a t t h e

association between Warrington and Sale
could become awhole lot closer.

I t ’ s o l d n e w s t h a t t h e k i c k a n d r u n

broadsheets have been full of union’s intention,

both to attempt to strengthen their fragile hold
here in the north and to attract to their sport
many of league’s top players. They really are
o u t t o c o n v i n c e t h e i r r e a d e r s t h a t t h i s i s n o t

something that just might happen but, rather,
how quickly it will happen.

S o i s t h e r e n o w a r e a l i s a t i o n a n d

acceptance by some of our top clubs that
unions quest will succeed? Is it that they now
intend to enter this new arena from aposition

of strength, rather than later when they could
have already lost many of their better players?

T h e m e n w h o m a k e t h e s e d e c i s i o n s w i l l a l l

be like minded and at the end of the day the

motivation will be profit. There are obvious
benefits, cross coding players, year round
rugby, and most important, aslice of the union
sponsorship cake, but before they jump they
should at least give amoment’s consideration
to league’s heritage, including one hundred
and six years of bigotry dished out by the RU,
They should consider, too, that the first step
into aunion tie up will also be the first into the
eventual formation of ahybrid sport, and the

end of league as we now know it.
The i rony is that yesterday Twickenham

would be packed almost to the rafters in
anticipation of afast, exciting, no quarter given.

Daily Telegraph’s announcement of the end of humdinger club cup football game. Rugby
League Football.

WIGAN owner Dave Whelan in arecent Daily
Telegraph interview was fiercely critical of
rugby league officials “small men with small
minds run Rugby League and Idon’t like if he

is reported as saying.
The story surrounded how unfair the

probable reduction in next season’s salary cap
would be to Wigan, the very same club that not
too long ago was in desperate financial trouble,
needing to be bailed out by the RFL. On the

face of it astupid statement when the sport is
stiii spending more than its income, but his
argument is that his club has to be in aposition
to pay its star players sufficient to ward off the
temptation to move to union, and perhaps the
NRL and added the club also needed the ability
to attract star players from throughout the
rugby playing world. His added threat to move
h i s t e a m o v e r t o u n i o n w a s r i d i c u l e d f r o m m o s t

quarters as too stupid to contemplate. But is it?
T h e w e e k b e f o r e W h e l a n ’ s o u t b u r s t L e e d s

leaders, Hetherington and Garrick, proclaimed
that Leeds Tykes recent union promotional

a m a t e u r i s m I n t h e R U c o d e .
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Chris Naylor

Lansdowne Trading
Services

Tel : 0161 6261141

Mike Ford

The Rougheyetts

Gareth Barber
i* i te Si?!

Dave &Sylvia Patterson

Warren Barrow

Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services

Tel : 0161 626 9175

Anthony Gibbons
Venda Valet

M a c h i n e s L t d

Tel : 0161 633 3793

Paul Norton

Neil, Angela &Family

David Gibbons

Allen, Mills, Howards Co.
Accountants

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Keith Brennan

Lansdowne Roofing
Supplies Ltd

Tel : 0161 626 0896

Kevin O’Loughlin

H a l l N e e d h a m A s s

Architects

Tel : 0161 624 4445

'm
n

a-

Ian Sinfield

John Barrett

(Time keeper)

1"^ -kI Leo Casey

Kevin, Chris &Sam

Danny Guest

Peter Royales

4

\
Andy Proctor

Ricbrad Roofing

Tel : 01457 832000

% Jason Clegg

Junior Roughyeds

Joey Hayes

Ray &Chris Broadbent

Pat Rich

George Barlow
& S o n s L t d

Tel : 0161 624 4301

Dean Cross

Celebrate Caterers

Tel : 0161 624 3619

John Hough

B u l l ' s H e a d

Heyside

V

Neil Roden

Alan Butterworth

Shaw Finance

Company

Gavin Dodd

Al’z Gym

0161 626 5577

Daryl Lacey

Bob &Margaret

Ogden

ijM
Chris HollandLee Doran

Gaskell &Co Estage Agents

Oldham &Uppermlll
Tel : 0161 620 1427

o r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 0 5 5 7

Danny Arnold

Saddleworth Sports

MacFarlane

Merchanting Limited

Stalybridge

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
Domino

Engineering Ltd

Chr is Far re l l

Pe te r P lev i n

Joe McNicholas

lain Taylor

James

Wilkinson

Alpha Tec

A l e x P e e t

Castleton

Gabriels

Phil Farrell

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

Tel : -01706 842416

Kevin Mannion

Joan Wild and

Carol Stott

V
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Cook(e)ing up astorm ^
As indicated in the Rochdale programme Iturn today, with slightly over half the season gone, to the question of
attendances. Printed below you will find two tables of attendances representing home and away 'gates’ in order
of size per club. This is largely seif explanatory and you can draw your own conclusions and, of course, things
could change significantly as the season builds to aclimax and the onset of the top 8play-offs.

Home Attendances

Club

1. WiDNES

2. Leigh

3. Keighley

4. Oldham

5. Featherstone

6. HullK.R.

7. Dewsbury

8. Doncaster

9. Rochdale

10. Workington

11. Sheffield

12. Whitehaven

13. FIunslet

14. Barrow

15. SWINTON

16. Batley

17. Gateshead

18. York

19. Chorley

Tota l Games Average

37,494

20,438
20,569

18,595
19,120
16,580
14,442

10 3,749
2,555

9 2,285
9 2,066

10 1,912
9 1,842
9 1,605

9,114 6 1,519
9,810 7 1,401

10,895
10,667

9 1,211
9 1,185

8,745 9 972

7,654 8 957

7,640 8 955

9,007 10 901

7,993 9 888

7,045 9 783

6,312 10 631

4,798 9 533

A w a y A t t e n d a n c e s

1. Leigh

2. WiDNES

3. Oldham

4. Hull K.R.

5. Featherstone
6. SWINTON

7. Keighley

8. Doncaster

9. Dewsbury

10. Workington

11. Rochdale

12. Whitehaven

13. Batley

14. Hunslet

15. Sheffield
16. Barrow

17. York

18. Gateshead

19. Chorley

25,468

15,970
14,958
15,462
13,623

11,614
14,105
15,108
11,840
11,530

14,069
12,265

12,260

12,656
10,814
10,713

10 2,547
1,996

1,870
9 1,718

1,703
1,6597

9 1,567
10 1,511

1,480

1,441
10 1,407
9 1,363
9 1,362

10 1,266

9 1,202
9 1,190

9,061 8 1,133

9,289 9 1,032

8,263 9 918

Bes\ and worst attendances per ctub are as follows:-
Home Best

1294 VOldham

1571 VDewsbury
1382 VLeigh

2608 VFeatherstone

1970 VSheffield

2683 VLeigh
2332 VHull K.R.

2384 VFeatherstone

1404 VKeighley
3727 VLeigh

Club Home Worst

627 VChorley
518 VBarrow

254 VYork

725 VChorley
1093 VWhitehaven

1273 vChorley
387 vRochdale

1385 VWhitehaven

612 VYork

1501 VChorley

Away Best Away Worst
838 VSheffield

289 VChorley
627 VBarrow

469 VGateshead
674 VSwinton

704 VYork

356 VChorley
354 VChorley

464 VGateshead

895 VWhitehaven
Continued on page 30.

Barrow

Batley
Chorley
Dewsbury
Doncaster

Featherstone

Gateshead

Hull K.R.

Hunslet

Keighley

2431 VKeighley
2619 VLeigh

1501 VKeighley
3126 VLeigh

3209vWidnes

3269 VKeighley
2242 VLeigh

3726 VWidnes

3253vWidnes

3469 VWidnes
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trip and slip injuries

personal injury

80%M A K E Y O U R

CLAIM of people involved in an accident
don't pursue aclaim, even though they

road traffic accidents
accidents at work/home

A N D C L A I M S N E T W O R K LT D W I L L D O T H E R E S T

could be entitled to compensation.

D O N ' T B E O N E O F T H E M !

tj^yoxi have been involved
ROAD TRAFFIC

ACCIDENTS At CLAIMS NETWORK, the personal
injury claims specialists, we will
pursue aclaim on your behalf.
CLAIMS NETWORK have been successfully

winning compensation for our clients for

over 6years, and have
reputation as the best in the business.

Unlike most of our competitors, we DO

NOT ask for money “up front". We DO
NOT ask you to fund Post Accident

Insurance Plans, which you could end up

paying for from your compensation. There

is no guesswork with us, you will be made

aware at the onset of your claim of

charging structure.

CALL US TODAY TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM!

in
■A S S E S S Y O U R C L A I M F R E E O F C H A R G E

■U N D E R W R I T E A L L Y O U R L E G A L C O S T S

■APPOINT ASPECIALIST SOLICITOR TO

ACT ON YOUR BEHALF

■C O M P L E T E A L L T H E N E C E S S A R Y

PAPERWORK

■A R R A N G E F R E E H O M E V I S I T S B Y O U R

C L A I M S A S S E S S O R S A S N E C E S S A R Y

■ARRANGE DOCTORS/SPECIALISTS TO

ASSIST YOUR CLAIM

■A L L Y O U H A V E T O D O I S P I C K U P T H E

P H O N E A N D C A L L T H E F R E E P H O N E

NUMBER BELOW

an accident within the last 3

years that was not your fault,

you could be entitled to

CLAIM for compensation.

PERSONAL

INJURY CLAIMS

TRIP AND

SLIP INJURIES
enviable

A C C I D E N T S A T

WORK/HOME

C O N T A C T C L A I M S N E T W O R K T O D A Y !

For aFREE CONSULTATION with one of our experienced advisors you

could be making your claim todayl Remember NO WIN -NO COST!

Call FREEPHONE:

0808 1000 490 0808 1000 490

Claims Network Ltd. 7S1 Ormskirk road, Pemberton, Wican WNS sat ■Tel .  01942 211911 ■Fax 01942 225813

A c c i d e n t s D o H a p p e nP e r s o n a l I n i u r y S p e c i a l i s t s Keep On File



had to make adecision about which sport to settle

with. After playing rugby league for Orel! St. James
for awhile Iwent to Swinton as an amateur but did

not really settle. Then Ihad aspell at Widnes where

Mark Knight was the coach of the ‘A! team and it was

from there Icame to Oldham in February 2000, ared

letter day for me as my first professional club.

Q. Where do you think your future lies?

Well, Ireally think it is early days yet to make

big decisions about my future, Iam very happy here

at Oldham, the club is great, the coach is excellent

and the team spirit in the squad is tremendous. So I

feel progress is being made, Iam building up my

skills and fitness levels, and enjoying getting 1st

team experience. Also an added bonus is being

recommended by Mike Ford for consideration in the

under 21’s Great Britain squad. That has really
chuffed me.

Q. Are there any players you have watched and
admired?

Lee Doran

Iwatched Wigan alot, when Iwas growing up
and consider Ellery Hanley the ultimate player, a

dedicated professional in every way. Ialways

thought that the Aussie Gene Miles was an

uncompromising player who gave as much as he got

and was very skilful, fit and tough.

Q. Do you find anytime to relax at all?

/actually enjoy training and the gym work very

much; we have alaugh so it does not seem like hard

work. It is hard, but we all feel there is agoal, a

personal goal, our own strength and fitness.

Ilike to watch TV sometimes especially golf,

and Isometimes go to body building competitions.

These are very interesting and informative.

On amore personal note Ihonestly think my

mum and dad have been such ahelp to me, that

without them it might have been harder, I’ve always

made my own decisions but they’ve backed me all

the way in my sporting commitments.

Ijust want to do well at Oldham and get as high

as possible in the league. Please give our supporters

abig hand for being there when the lads need them.

Q. When did you first start playing rugby league?

/started playing rugby league when Iwas about

13 years old at Abraham Guest School in Wigan. I

played football and rugby union for awhile but really
©

; F o r t h e b e s
Ford Pre

RUGBY

1
%

I fl0
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tcoverage of the Northern
mership...Every Monday.
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built to lead

arrange your test drive now in the
new fordmondeo

c o n t a c t y o u r l o c a l f o r d d e a l e r
t

DEALERS



U/^ SlMeio.t>4C'
Apage for Junior Roughyeds and Junior Cougars

(and anyone else who likes daft Jokes).

Once upon atime there was afamily of

polar bears -Daddy Bear, Mummy Bear and

Baby Bear.
Baby Bear said, ‘Mummy, what do baby

polar bears look like?’

Mummy Bear, ‘Well, they have thick
white fur, black claws and dark eyes’.

So Baby Bear went to Daddy Bear and

said, ‘Daddy, what do polar bears look like?’
Daddy Bear replied, ‘Well, they have

thick white fur, black claws and dark eyes.

Why do you ask?’
And Baby Bear sa id , ‘Because I ’m

blinkin freezing’.

Blow your mind -smoke gunpowder.

How do you make asmall fortune on the
s t o c k m a r k e t ?

Start with abig one.

What gets nearer the bottom the higher

it gets?

Awoman’s stocking.

Aman goes to see apsychiatrist.

Man, ‘Ive got this problem’.
Psychiatrist, ‘Tell me about it’.

Man, Tve got an inferiority complex. But

Idon’t suppose it’s avery big one’.

*

Aman wanted adivorce so the Judge
asked what was the problem.

The man said, ‘the wife keeps goats in
the bedroom’.

So the Judge said, ‘couldn’t you open a
window?’

And the man said, ‘what, and let out all

my pigeons?’

Who designed Noah’s Ark?
An ark-itect!

What did the earwig say as it fell off the
It’s apity about the fire in the White

House library. Iheard that both George W.
B u s h ’ s b o o k s w e r e b u r n e d . A n d o n e o f t h e m

he hadn’t finished colouring!

ladder?

Ear-we-go.

What do you get if you cross agiraffe,
an elephant and acod?

Ag-ele-fish!

*

Why did Eve go to New York?
She fell for the Big Apple.

*

What do you get if you cross acow and
What did the snake say to his girlfriend?
Let’s hiss and make up.

apig?
Acig!

What do you get if you give acat a
What do you get if you cross adonkey

and acashew?

Ado-nut!

lemon?

Asour puss?

*

Why did the clock get sick?
I t w a s r u n d o w n ! What do you ca!! anice bank manager?

Hitler!

What do you ca!l anasty bank manager?
*

What do you call adonkey with three Sir!

legs?
Awonkey.
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Junior Roughyeds
4 1 O l d h a m . ●

Advertisersponsored by

H ! T O A L L T H E J U N I O R R O U G H Y E D S
WE WOULD like to welcome to Boundary Park for this evening’s match the officials

and supporters of Keighley Cougars.

The Oldham

mascot for tonight’s
m a t c h i s S E A N

C A S E Y. S e a n i s 8

The mascot for

the Batley Bulldogs

game was 11 year
MARIA

Maria

old

y e a r s o l d a n d h i s ■«:

favour i te p layer is
his dad, Leo. Sean

enjoys many sports Hi
e s p e c i a l l y r u g b y,

and 1^1

HOLMES,

attends

Watersheddings
Primary School and
her favourite player
i s M a r k S i b s o n .swimming

gymnastics. Have a

great match.
Debra Rafferty

Sean Casey Maria Holmes

Some jokes for the Juniors.

J: What’s avampire’s favourite sport?

A; Batminton

J: What do vampires cross the sea in?

A: Blood vessels

J: What do vampires have at eleven

o’clock every day?

A: Acoffin break

J: Why did the vampire baby stop

having baby food?

A: He wanted something to get his teeth

into.

At the last Junior Roughyeds meeting held on Friday 13th April each Junior Roughyed was

presented with an Easter Egg to enjoy during the match,. The eggs were donated and distributed to each

child and the four players in attendance by STUART GOUGH of CELEBRATE CATERERS. Many

thanks Stuart .
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B a c k r o o m S t a f f - L e a n n e M o n c h u k

Age: 16

Nickname: Q-T

School

Hulme Grammar School 6th Form, I|H
am doing Alevel in Human Biology, |H
German, Food &Nutrition, ICT, General

Studies and Key Skiils. j S

Job at Club

/work in the Club Shop on Saturday

and in the main office on matchdays. My

jobs include checking the turnstiles for

the official attendance, sorting out the

Golden Gamble, and printing out the

t e a m s h e e t s .

What are your other interests?

Going out, FI Motor Racing, Hockey

( I p layed for Greater Manchester

Counties), eating chocolate pudding in

Walkabout (with custard).

Least favourite player?

Fata Sini

Favourite player?

Mike Ford

Least favourite ground?

B a r r o w B o r d e r R a i d e r s

Favourite ground?

McAlpine Stadium

Least favourite team?

Leigh

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
WITH Don Yates

THE Rugby Football League, together with
BARLA and with huge funding from the
National Lottery, have set into motion a

programme designed for developing young
t a l e n t i n t h e g a m e . A s p a r t o f t h i s

development programme young players

from the age of 13 are being invited to join
development camps where they can receive

expert coaching from the game’s top youth
coaches.

Young players at under 13, under 14

and unde r 15 l eve l s a t p resen t , bu t ,
hopefully right up to under 18 level during
the next three years, are nominated, usually

by their local service area, to take part in a

four day regional development camp during
the Eater holiday period. The four regions
covered are the North, the North West, the
North East and the South and Wales. From

t h o s e f o u r r e g i o n s , p l a y e r s a r e t h e n
nominated for aweek long National Camp

which is held in August.
Last month Ihad the pleasure of

attending the under 15 North West camp
wh ich was s taged a t Rossa l l Schoo l ,
Fleetwood. Fifty-five young players were

nominated for the camp and they were split
into three teams, two of 18 players and the
t e a m t o w h i c h I w a s a l l o c a t e d w h i c h

contained 19 players. Each team has one
head coach , two ass i s t an t coaches and a

support staff assistant. Iwas the support

staff assistant which basically means that I

do all the odd jobs and also keep an eye on
the boys once the coaching sessions are

over for the day which is usually after 8pm.
Each evening the boys fill in apersonal diary
and another of my tasks is to assist the boys

with their paperwork. At the end of the camp
an 11 page report is prepared on each
player. Ienter player details, results of tests

and assessments of player strengths and

weaknesses into acomputer for this report.
As you can imagine, the camp is every bit as

exhausting for the support staff assistant as
it if for the player. Fortunately it is also just
as interesting. During the camp players

attend various lectures on subjects such as

lifestyle management, sports physiology,
nutrition, weight training and atalk by a
match official. The players also had the

oppor tun i ty to meet severa l legendary

characters from the game such as Bev
Risman and Ray French, they had atalk
from John Kear, were treated to acoaching

session from Dean Bell and enjoyed avideo

p r e s e n t a t i o n f r o m N a t i o n a l C o a c h i n g
D i r e c t o r a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n c o a c h D a v i d

Waite.

Rugby League camp for U15s at Rossall School:
The teams hone their passing skills.

Every skill is covered during the course

of the week -passing, catching, tackling,
play-the-ball and grubber kicking together

w i t h d e f e n c e s y s t e m s a n d a t t a c k i n g

manoeuvres with players ‘running angles’ in
support of the player in possession. Every

player should leave the camp with his skills
enhanced and his knowledge of the game

improved.
It is atremendous experience for any

youngster who is lucky enough to be invited
into this development system. There were

ten local players involved in last months
under 15 camp including scrum-half Andy

Gorey (Royton Tigers) and second row

forward Mat thew Bot tom (Sadd lewor th
Rangers) who were both included in the

same group to which Iwas allocated. Both
were apleasure to work with and both look
like having afuture in the game. Ilook

forward to meeting them, and other talented
teenagers like them, in future years.

^

FUND raising for next July’s North West
C o u n t i e s u n d e r 1 6 O c e a n i c T o u r c o n t i n u e s

next Saturday 5th May, with an all star
concer t a t the Weavers Arms, Huddersfie ld

Road. Top of the bill are ‘Minted’ with the

entertainment commencing at 8pm.
Landlord Tony Finan promises agreat night
so get along, support the tour and enjoy an

excellent nights entertainment.
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NEXT GAMES

The

Saturday

Yankee

AWAY

Wednesday 2nd May 2001

VSwiNTON Lions

Kick-off 7.45pm
❖

O u r S a t u r d a y Y a n k e e s t i l l s t a n d s a t

£5,000 AND IS there to be won.

I f YOU ARE no t AMEMBER YOU CAN

H E L P T H E C L U B A N D M A Y W I N Y O U R S E L E

BY RINGING THE ClUB ON

0161 628 3677 AND JOINING our

Lottery for just £1 aweek.

Remember you’ve got to be
in to win

HOME

Sunday 6 th May 2001

V B a r r o w B o r d e r R a i d e r s

Kick-off 3.00pm

HOME

Wednesday 9 th May 2001

VSwiNTON Lions

Kick-off 7.45pm
0161 -628 -3677

It was great to get back to

winning ways at Batley last

Sunday and it was great to

see all our car flags on the

M62.

We are running aweekend in

Newcastle/Gateshead on June

2nd/3rd to coincide with our

game against Gateshead

Thunder.

We will be leaving Saturday

morning taking in the Metro

Centre, then having an evening

at leisure in Newcastle and

then on Sunday taking in the

game

For more de ta i l s ca l l the C lub

on 0161 628 3677

These flags are becoming

more popular all the time, so

get yours now from our Club

Shop on Union Street and

help to get behind Mike and
t h e l a d s a s t h e b u s i n e s s e n d

o f t h e s e a s o n b e g i n s t o
unfold.
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WiNNARds
WEb.SITE: C0IVIIV10NSENSE.C0IVI

... with Simon Winnard

O R I G I N A T I N G f r o m a n o f fi c i a l N F P

website, this notification was recently
posted on message boards; it states that,

English, French and Russian clubs may

compete in an elite European tournament
next season. Three Northern Ford

Premiership s ides and ateam from
Moscow will play against the top four

French clubs. The competition has been
planned at the instigation of the French,

spearheaded by Toulouse and Villeneuve
t w o c l u b s w h o h a v e b e e n k e e n t o r e v i v e

the concept of the Treize Tournoi of 1998.
It will be the first to involve aRussian

club playing alongside English and French
opposition.

O f t h e t h r e e N F P c l u b s i n v i t e d t o

compete, two have already agreed to take
part, although their identity will not be
revealed until the official launch of the

competition in April. The top four French

teams in the present Championship
(expected to be Villeneuve, St Gaudens,

Union Treiziste Catalane and Toulouse)

will take part. If Pia finish in the top four,
they will join forces with their neighbours
UTC.

The same company already handles
perimeter advertising for the French Elite 1

clubs and was involved in the organisation

of the Treize Tournoi final. Well get afull
house for the final, which is scheduled for

the same venue in Toulouse where PNG

played South Africa in the World Cup,”
F a i r e s a d d e d .

The timing of the competition will

depend ultimately on the dates of the NFP
season, which is currently being debated.

“Ideally we would like to play two matches

in September prior to the start of the NFP
season and the remaining two matches at
the end of their season, with the final on

June 1st,” said Faires, “but we will fit in

accordingly.”
The concept seems like an interesting

idea and will certainly help to promote the
game across Europe something that

Super League Europe Ltd has so far failed
to do. It could also break up the lengthy
closed season should the NFP maintain its

current calendar. Flowever, whether the

Roughyeds wi l l be involved should the

idea be followed through will only come to

l i g h t a s a n d w h e n t h e o f fi c i a l
announcement is made in the near fu ture .

We entertain the Keighley Cougars in

this evening’s game following on from a
m i d w e e k h o m e c l a s h a g a i n s t t h e
Doncaster Dragons. Playing three tough

games in eight days is hardly ideal.
Flowever it is the harsh reality for the
remainder o f the season due to the annual

pitch problems here at Boundary Park.

This gruelling run in will undoubtedly test
the strength of character of the set of

players that Fordy has assembled around

him. Flowever, Ijust have afeeling that, in

the face of adversity, they can show the

resolve that is needed to give the season
one or two twists and turns just yet.

Each team in the Anglo-Russian
group will play each team in the French

group once, giving four matches per team.

The top team in each group will contest
the final , whi le the teams which fin ish

second will play off for the plate on the eve
of the fina l . The tournament i s be l ieved to

be backed by ablue-chip sponsor who has
guaranteed the travel and accommodation

costs, while afurther eight associate

sponsors are also said to have signed up
We want to make th i s tou rnament the

pinnacle of the season,” said Paul Faires,

whose World Rugby Ltd public relations
and marketing company has organised the

competition on behalf of the French clubs.
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nirslfor Ford
ISaddleworth

in

Marshall
Pumps I ●N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairs
Mapproved distr ibutor for many of

Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with

guaranteed delivery and unrival led
technical expertise

III

IRick Whyman Ltd.

M e m b e r o l i h e

<gBUTOR5 i[ RSJOq

IS]
OP QRERT BRff^

.SADDLEWORTH
MOTOR CO

Certificate No. 910554

IMarshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m ■OL1 1UA

Tel :  0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

HIGH STREET,■

^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM S

01457 872178

^PILGRIM
y r 1■ jjJrJf

Local^ manufactured hydraulic equipment for
t h e Po w e r &Ma r i n e i n d u s t r i e s Wo r l d w i d e

www.plgrinilnternationaUo.uk
XeliOiei 8 0 0 5

rl<i nQ"F e~ji
r

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

OLDHAMEstablished 1947

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 O ldham Road , Spr inghead , O ldham 0L4 5SJ

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

email: pickles@talk21.com

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2001
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0161 -339 6140

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 AMHAMH

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Nighl0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 785 0813

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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O n T h i s D a y . . .

Don Yates looks back to April 29th yesteryear

NO doubt several Oldham supporters here
today wi l l have enjoyed yesterday’s

Challenge Cup Final at Twickenham. But
102 years ago, on Saturday 29th April 1899,
Oldham supporters in the 15,762 crowd at
F a l l o w fi e l d , M a n c h e s t e r w o u l d h a v e

enjoyed that final much more. The reason
being that Oldham won the trophy that day,

bea t ing F luns le t 19 -9 a f te r an exc i t i ng
tussle. The south Leeds’ outfit led 9-5 at

half-time but the Roughyeds were the better

side on the day and fully deserved their
success. They crossed for five tries scored

by winger Sam Williams (2), centre Sam
L e e s a n d f o r w a r d s J o e L e e s a n d J i m

Moffatt. Conversions by Sam Lees and full¬

back Dickie Thomas completed the scoring
and sparked o f f mass ce lebra t ions
throughout the town.

Although Oldham won the Challenge
Cup on another couple of occasions, the
Roughyeds never made it to Wembley
although several local lads did play for other

clubs beneath the twin towers. On Saturday

29th April 1989 two former Oldham juniors,
one from Saddleworth Rangers and one

f r o m a r c h r i v a l s S t . A n n e s , w e r e o n

opposite sides when bitter rivals St Flelens
and Wigan met at Wembley. Wigan won
t h a t fi n a l 2 7 - 0 w i t h S t . H e l e n s u n a b l e t o

cope with the superb Wigan defence. A
prominent member of the Wigan pack was
hooker Nicky Kiss, ex-Saddleworth, whilst

substitute for Saints that day was Darren

Bloor although when he was introduced into
the match, midway through the second-half,
the game was already decided.

Exactly forty years ago, on Saturday
29th April 1961, Keighley visited Oldham for
aleague match although, of course, in
t h o s e d a y s t h e c r o w d s w o u l d fl o c k t o

Watersheddings instead of dr i f t ing down

here to Boundary Park as they do today.

Oldham, as expected, won that match 23-

11, diminutive winger Bill Patterson scoring

ahattrick of tries. The other try scorers were
other winger Vinny Nestor and centre Alan
D a v i e s w h i l s t f u l l - b a c k G e o f f S i m s l a n d e d

four goals. The try which Alan Davies

scored proved to be the final touchdown he
made for the Roughyeds. Later that year he
was transferred to Wigan but the 174 tries
w h i c h D a v i e s s c o r e d

f o r O l d h a m c o n s t i t u t e

aclub record which

certainly will not be
bettered in the

foreseeable future.

The Keighley scorers
in that match,

incidentally, were

stand-off Roy Sabine,
winger Mike Smith
and prop-forward Syd

Phillips who all scored
t r i e s a n d h o o k e r

Malcolm Waring who
landed agoal.

It was on this day three years ago,
Wednesday 29th April 1998, that Bramley
met Lancashire Lynx in avital top-of-the-

table Division Two match at Headingley.
Lynx, who later that season went on to win
the Second Division title and reach the

Treize Tournoi Final, recovered from a10-0

deficit to win 19-14. Despite the importance

of the match, only 453 spectators were in
attendance. At stand-off for Bramley that

evening was current Oldham utility back
David Gibbons although twin brother
Anthony was absent working off aterm of
suspension.

One hundred years ago, on Monday
29th April 1901, Leigh won the South West
Lancashire and Border Towns’ Cup Final
without scoring apoint. They drew 0-0 with

Warrington at Wigan that evening and when
Warrington failed to arrive for the replay at
Widnes the following night, the trophy was
awarded to Leigh.

Alan Davies
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Date Opponent

DECEMBER

3Barrow

17 Workington

24 Rochdale

JANUARY

1WIDNES

Result Att

F-A

Match Sponsor

A n d e r s o n P r e s s W o r k s

28 -16 1,294

22 -61,295

10 -63,402

20- 12 3,471

7

18 -44 4,747

28 QUEENSBURY(SCCCR3) 64 -01,559

56-2 1,210

14 LEIGH

Associate Match Sponsor

Alphatec

30 CHORLEY

FEBRUARY

11 HULL KR (SCCC R4)

18 GATESHEAD

25 WAKEFIELD (SCCC R5)

MARCH

11 Dewsbury

18 SHEFFIELD

25 Featherstone

28 HUNSLET

17 -62,008

52 -61,451

6-26 3,071

13-18 1,453

24- 16 1,503

22 -81,966

58 -41,038

Matchball Sponsor

O l d h a m E v e n i n g

Chronicle
APRIL

1York

8BATLEY

13 ROCHDALE

16 Widnes

22 Batley

25 DONCASTER

29 KEIGHLEY

70 -6 514

26 -81,598

10 -38 2,398

16-34 4,072

9-8 962

Man of the Match Sponsor

Technique Labels

H

H

MAY

2Swinton

6BARROW

9SWINTON

13 Chorley

20 WORKINGTON

A

H

Best and worst attendances per club are as tollows:- (...mimed imm me ifij

Away Best

H

Club Home Best Home Worst Away WorstA

H

Leigh 4914 VWidnes

4747 VLeigh

3402 VOldham

2088 VBarrow

1210 VChorley

762 VYork

753 VGateshead 2359 vFeatherstone

630 VWorkington

638 VChorley

2941 VYork

674 VChorley

395 VWorkington

6644 VWidnes

4072 VWidnes

2568 VLeigh

428 VYork

514 VYork

387 VGateshead

455V York

666 VHunslet

295 VChorley

517 VGateshead

JUNE

Oldham

Rochdale

Sheffield

Swinton

3Gateshead

17 Whitehaven

24 Keighley

A

A

A
1892 VLeigh

Whitehaven 1795 vWorkington

Widnes

Workington 2460 vWhitehaven

1251V Doncaster

3004 VWidnes

3864 VWidnes

4914 VLeigh

3312 VWidnes

2941 VWidnes

JULY

Hull KR A1 6644 VLeigh

395 VYork

York 254 VChorley

O l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s

TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game

A N D R A C I S T C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

Important Notice

Boundary Park is fitted with an emergency alert system (Local FIigh Pitch, Two
Tone Signal). If you should hear the signal please pay attention to the

instructions given, atest of the alert system will be made prior to each game,

twenty minutes pr ior to the k ick-off t ime, fo l lowed by the words:

‘Th/S is a tes t o f the Boundary Park A ler t System”

30



If you^re not

satisfied with your

hanh  ̂ convert

NEIL

GIBBISON
-B.D.S., V.U. Manc-

The Royal Bank

TliC of ScotlandDental

Surgeon For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager

on 0161 633 8460

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HY

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland

Tel 01457 872108
No. 90312

MoorsideSaddleworth Sports

AND School Unh^orm

Metal Products

Limited
Suppliers of Sports Equipment,

Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

STEEL FABRICATORS

ENGINEERS

Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT
Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenhe ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

Telephone  0161  624  3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

Specialists in the oil, gas and
wa te r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re r s

of all types of process plants

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ■Switch ■

Delta ●Solo ■Amex

31



Increase your performance
to an all time best

No matter what position you play, supplements can play akey role in your quest for increasing

your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power &strength.
Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle

tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,

your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting
general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during intense training and supporting your body's

recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over training

and injuries. More importantly you can expect adramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.

STRAWBERRY C H O C O L AT E ^

T

a ;Ilmat« *AH In One’ Farmub

1

1
T H i C H O I C E O F C H A HCHAMPIONS CHOICE Of PROTCIH 4

<") KUIMUSOf

CREATINI
BOOO-ES "

HMB

zm

»AX-W^
iate»

www.maximuscle.

MAXiMifiai
S p o r t s n u t r i t i o n a t i t s b e s t

Contact Maximuscle today for your

FREE 96 page colour catalogue...

Maximuscle Limited;

40 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park

Watford

WD18 8JZ

Tel : 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 229339

Visit the best nutrition site on the web;

www.maximuscle.com

‘IOC allowed’ guarantee ('IIB
All Maximuscle ‘IOC allowed’

supplements are tested to ensure they

do not contain any banned substances.

Using Maximuscle supplements correctly
and as instructed, will not result in a

positive reading. Proof can be provided

for all athletes, coaches, etc...
L



HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658Sequel Drive, Unite,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbeil.net

UK Office:

St John’s Mili

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: aniiox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House,Schafield Street, Oldham,OL8 IQL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

G o o d I V i n

BEST

O
O l o h a m C h a m b e r

i

ALTOGETHER

AGREAT
P L A C E T O

nm
I

s

e-il

Altogether, agreat place to be

18 Yorkshire Street Oldham

Tel : 0161 620 7847
ii

ru

raSlDTfi][AJd 9

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and

part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 0800 269 480.

THF.

OLDHAM

COLLEGE
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W h a t e u e p y o u r s p o r t

sport nbe tough. Injuries happen. So trust

ProSport to help prevent and treat sprains, strains,

damaged muscles, tend< and ligaments.

Ri NProSport Max giv</olutionary ni
iT^-oSpor-t-opt

It'
support with the added comfort of CoolMax’ to

keep you dry and c< nfortable 'hen the heat is on. u

-H
Together th warming ProSport SupaTherm and

original ProSport El;

choice of supports to meet

;ti ited, there'!
■f;

fiW

ill your sporting needs.

'llWhatever your sport, ProSport protects.
S’*1

PtoSi SupoTheim ITrade Marks of the SSI grc ip. CoolMai is aIrode Mark of DuPont. From all good sports shops and phormai including: all: First Sport, interspori, Boots, Lloyds &Moss.



O l d h a m - a

leading player
at the heart of

the North West
Take alook around the Oldham of the 21st century

and you won't fail to be impressed with what's been

achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to

ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place

at the hub of the North West region.Oldham Broadway Business Park

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into amodern and

vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like

Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Flill and Hathershaw,

and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An

exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking

shape; new industry, new investment and more

tourists are coming to the Borough and astate-

of-the-art Business Management School is now

open.

Ring Road(S& W)
Oldham. (M 67)

Mcr 4..Chester
Birmingham

M60A663
M’cr city centre
Chadderton

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway
network and now also benefits from the new M60

orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,

and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station

has opened this year. The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham adesirable

place to live, work and visit -its reputation for hard work,

commitment and down to earth friendliness are Just some of

them.

Put them all together and they make Oldham aleading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any

of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO

Box 160, C iv ic Cent re , West St reet , O ldham 0L1 lUG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,

ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk

or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

O L D H A M D o n n
Town Centre Shopping Metropolitan Borough D
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OLDHAM KEIGHLEY COUGARS
Coach: Mike FORD Coach: Steve DEAKIN

:nGavin DODD

Joey HAYES

Anthony GIBBONS

Pat RICH

Daryl LACEY

Neil RODEN

Mike FORD

Andy PROCTOR

Keith BRENNAN

Jason CLEGG

Phil FARRELL

Ian SINFIELD

David GIBBONS

J a n i e s R U S H F O R T H

Gareth HOOSON

Karl SMITH

Graeme HALLAS

Jason LEE

Matt WALKER

Craig MURDOCK

M i c k S L I C K E R

Jason RAMSHAW

Alan BOOTHROYD

Paul HARRISON

Ian HUGHES

J i m L E AT H A M
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ri4iLee DORAN

Kevin MANNION

C h r i s F A R R E L L

Danny GUEST

TODAY’S

DAVID LOWE

Danny SEAL

David BEST

Phil STEPHENSON

J a m e s W A L K E R

OFFICIALS

REFEREE:

:i5i
:i6i

:i7i

PHIL SMITH ■COLIN

STEVE ADDY iMORRIS ..
i'ii:- ■


