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KEEP ATIGHT GRIP ON

YOUR FINANCES

If you don't keep agrip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

●Mortgages* ●Life Cover ●Income Protection* ♦Pensions ●
*Investments ●ISA’s ●Savings ●Incttvidual Hnancial Review ●

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group
Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Finandai Advisers, Ocean House, 7Memorial Road,
Walkden, Manchester M28 3AQ. Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.

Email: enquiries@moneygroup.co.uk Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

AMEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.

‘THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY, YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP

REPAYMENTS ON AMORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.



... with Christopher Hamilton
Oldham Rugby League Football

Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street

Oldham OLI 1DJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

AFTER the hard fought win

against Hull K.R. in

midweek it’s back to league
a c t i o n t h i s a f t e r n o o n

against Gateshead. Steve

Worsnop

colleagues have picked up

the baton following the

Super League debacle that
w a s G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r

‘Mark I ’ and i t is obvious for

and his

CHAIRMAN

Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS

Christopher Hamiiiton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH

Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH

John Henderson

A L L I A N C E C O A C H

Haydn Walker
ACADEMY COACH

Mark Knight
ACADEMY MANAGER

Pete Beswick

F I R S T T E A M P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

Lisa Sharratt

alliance/academy

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Jodie Whittle, Danni Turner
CONDITIONER

Tony O’Brien
TIMEKEEPER

John Barrett

C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson

C L U B D E N T I S T

Neil Gibbison

STATISTICS

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

Geoff Cooke

B O A R D R O O M S U P E R V I S O R

Lewis Laverty

all to see that things are

proving to be more difficult

than was envisaged.

Having been through a

very similar situation ourselves we know that at the

moment Steve and his fellow devotees will be working

very hard to make sure the club comes through this

difficult time. At any new club things don’t click into place

as soon as anybody would like, but it’s having the courage

of your convictions that makes you persevere. Good luck

to everyone at Gateshead in that respect.

Last Tuesday night’s win over Hull K.R. was another

testament to the progress the players have made. Against

difficult opponents and despite not playing well when in

possession the team again showed the willingness to put

in the extra effort when defending that ultimately provides

the platform for victory. The spirit among the players is

excellent as you see every week and that camaraderie is

what makes the difference in the tight games.

The weather over the past week has been much better

and it has been good to get some games played. With

postponed games both home and away which we

hopefully will have re-arranged before today we do not

want any further fixture backlog.

Thank you once again for your support against Hull

K.R. in midweek: as ever it is appreciated by everyone at
t h e c l u b a n d i t d o e s m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e .

Enjoy the game,

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,

Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,

Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

FRONT COVER

David GibbonsChris

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e To T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e & R u g b y L e a g u e E x p r e s s F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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PERSONAL TYRES

EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a l W o r k e r s &

Struetural Steel Fabrieators

Uni ts 4 /5 ●Whi teswan Indus t r ia l Es ta te
D e r k e r S t r e e t ● O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Tel . 0161 627 4200 ●Fax. 0161 627 3616 Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches -Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Wish ORLFC every success for 2001

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your
Plant &Tool Hire Needs

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2001 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ●O l d h a m O L l 3 T D

Tel : 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Fax: 0161 628 9949

PACKAGING LIMITED
m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f s p e c i a l i s e d c o r r u g a t e d p r o d u c t s

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

TEL: 0161-284 900 FAX: 0161-627 5049

4



THE WIN against Hull Kingston Rovers in the Silk Cut

Cha l l enge Cup was ve r y p l eas i ng f o r eve ryone

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e c l u b . I k n e w t h e H u l l l a d s w o u l d

come at us hard and for the first thirty minutes they

showed more enthusiasm than we did and pressured us

into alot of unnecessary mistakes. At this stage our

strong defence certainly came to our rescue and, indeed,

we were terrific on defence throughout. We felt it was

important to go in with alead at half time which would

damage them psychologically, something along the lines

of ‘we’ve hit them with our best and we’re still behind’. All

praise then for Dave Gibbons quick tap penalty, Jason

Clegg’s barnstorming run and Gareth Barber’s finishing

which gave us the lead we wanted.

A t h a l f t i m e w e t a l k e d a b o u t o u r o w n e n t h u s i a s m

and Ithought we improved 100%, so much so that we

dominated the second half. Again we scored at agreat

time psychologically and Hull K.R. were forced to play catch up football. We’d also planned to

move them around alot because we were the more mobile side and Ithink they tired alot

and started to make mistakes. This gave us much better field position and the chance to

dictate play more. Ithought John Hough had worked himself to astandstill so Icame on for

the last ten minutes to gee things up. However, Iam definitely NOT planning to get in the

middle of the front row on aregular basis.

Although we are looking forward to playing against Wakefield, which should be agreat

day for the club and the fans, there is the little matter of Gateshead to deal with first. Andy

Kelly is afriend of mine and Ispeak to him regularly. Ireally admire him for taking on the

challenge of coaching Gateshead because it’s areally hard task starting from scratch. We

won’t be taking Gateshead lightly and we will be re-addressing our own enthusiasm in what

has become astop-start season. We had no major injuries from the cup tie and hopefully the

Alliance team will have played on Thursday, which will have given me the chance to look at

players who didn’t feature last Tuesday and who might get arun-out today.

Enjoy the game.

Mike

^UfUtedP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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DRONSFIELDS RYDER^*
DUTTONMERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
D O B C R O S S O L D H A M O L 3 S R B

TELEPHONE: 01457 -871717

FAX: 01457-871940

E S T A T E A G E N T S

V A L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y E R S

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional
approach

to any property
matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT

rasi"

Lansdownb Tradins

S e r v i c e s L t d .
Best Wishes

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 10.30-5.30 4Lansdowne Road -Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 07974 127082
0161 633 0074
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i'.licitaai' I'.ldlcii
.. .from the pen of Michael Turner

TODAY we welcome the players, officials who played at stand off half. Jim eventually

and supporters of the Gateshead club for went on to become alegend on the wing for
their first visit to Boundary Park. Iwould Wigan,

imagine that most people will be under the

impression that this is the first encounter
between the ‘Roughyeds’ and opposition
from the North East. This is not the case but

you have to go back along way to find the

previous fixture. In fact it was almost one
hundred years ago on October 26th 1901

when the South Shields club played Oldham

in afriendly at Watersheddings.

The Roughyeds were very much one of

the leading teams of the time and the

Geordies ended up on the wrong side of a

43-0 thrashing in front of acrowd of 3,000

spectators. Areturn match was played the
following April In South Shields and this

proved to be amuch more even contest with
Oldham again the winners, this time by

thirteen points to two. Atrialist for Oldham in
that second match was Jimmy Leytham,

While we are on the subject of rugby In

the North East It is worth noting that at the

time of the breakaway from the Rugby

Union, Oldham recruited two players from

the Tudhoe club in County Durham. First to
a r r i v e w a s f o r w a r d B o b E d w a r d s w h o

played in Oldham’s first ever match In the

Northern Union at Hunslet in September

1895. Afew months la ter he was fo l lowed to

Watersheddings by his former team mate

Sco t t i sh bo rn Tom Mar t i n . Mar t i n was a fas t

and elusive winger whose 100 appearances

for Oldham yielded him 58 tries and earned

him three caps for Lancashire. Edwards did

even better winning five caps for the red

rose county. Both players had previously

been capped for Durham county by the

Rugby Union.

Bob Edwards and Tom Martin -Two Oldham players imported from the North East at the dawn of the Northern Union.
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LhlUH CENTURIONS Roughyeds had to star t f rom scratch in the
s t r u c k a b l o w f o r t h e autumn of 1997, but you can certainly l iken
Northern Ford t h e a d v a n c e s m a d e a t H i l t o n P a r k t o t h e

Premiership with their astonishing progress made by the Roughyeds
rousing fourth round -from ABSOLUTELY NOTHING in the past three

S i l k C u t C h a l l e n g e and abit years.

Cup defeat of Super To come back from 12-0 down against
League 's Sa l ford Ci ty Super League opposit ion and march into the
R e d s a t H i l t o n P a r k last 16 was amagnificent achievement by
last Sunday.

Too many people, particularly those in the

media who make decisions about coverage of
sporting events, disregard the NFP and treat it

as some sort of feeder organisation for Super

League.

Le igh , and t he BBC cameras cap tu red t he

excitement of the occasion from the viewpoint

of the Leigh fans and players alike.
To r e t u r n t o H i l t o n P a r k a n h o u r a n d a h a l f

later for live coverage of the fifth round draw

enabled the BBC to put Leigh and the NFP

even fur ther in to the nat ional spor t ing
spotlight on awet, winter ’s Sunday afternoon.

I t was an ice touch to have acoup le o f

former greats in Andy Gregory and Roger

Miliward assisting Greg McCullum in the draw

and i t soon became clear that Ian Mil iward,

the former Leigh boss now working miracles at

St. Helens, still has asoft spot for the club he
helped to rescue from the brink of oblivion.

Interesting, too, to hear Tim Street say he
f a n c i e d O l d h a m a t H i l t o n P a r k i n r o u n d fi v e .

With the backing of the RFL, the

Association of Premiership Clubs is striving
h a r d t o p u s h a n d p r o m o t e t h e N F P a s a

competition that merits media and corporate
interest and attention in its own right.

Yorkshire Television’s ‘Rugby League Raw’
s e r i e s a t t h e e n d o f l a s t s e a s o n , w h i c h

followed the fortunes of the top eight clubs
through the play-off and culminated in

coverage of aterrific Dewsbury-Leigh final at
Gigg Lane, Bury, put the NFP on the sporting
map throughout Lancashire, Yorkshire,

Cumbria, part of Lincolnshire and some areas
of the North-East.

It wasn’t to be. Leigh were given aderby
c l a s h a g a i n s t a n o t h e r S u p e r L e a g u e c l u b ,

Warrington, at Wilderspool, while the winners
o f t h e O l d h a m v H u l l K R f o u r t h r o u n d t i e w e r e

drawn at home to Wakefield Wildcats.

The postponement of the Hull KR tie at

Boundary Park last Sunday meant these notes
had to be written before the outcome was

known, but suffice to say that Wakefield won’t

be relishing atrip to either Oldham or Hull KR

i n t h e f a c e o f L e i g h ’ s d e m o l i t i o n j o b o n

Salford and the manner in which Keighley (v
Hull) and Dewsbury (v Castleford) gave their

Super League opponents afew frights before
going under.

There were afew heavy defeats for NFP

c l u b s a t t h e h a n d s o f S u p e r L e a g u e
opponents

embarrassing concession of more than 100

points against Leeds -but , in the main, the

clubs towards the upper reaches of the NFP

did themseives and their competition proud.

Roger Halstead

It created alot of interest here in Oldham

as the Roughyeds knocked ou t Hu l l KR a t

Spotland and then pulled off astunning extra¬
t ime v ic tory in a thr i i le r a t Doncaster before

going out of the semi-final at Leigh in front of
more than 6,000 fans.

T h e fi n a l i t s e l f w a s a t e r r i fi c

adver t isement for the NFP, but no more so

than Leigh’s defeat of Salford in the Silk Cut

Challenge Cup last Sunday, which went out

live across the entire nation on BBC2 Sunday
Grandstand.

The role of the Leigh club within its local

communi ty, i t ’s cu l tu re , i t ’s h is to ry and the

inspirational way it has fought back from the

brink of extinction in the past three years, is
almost acarbon copy of what we have here at

Oldham in the shape of the Roughyeds.

The Centurions are probably acouple of
years ahead of Oldham, given that the

m o s t n o t a b l y S w i n t o n ’ s
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IVeVe Cured

Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTSManufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

IPLATT&HILL
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

1IJ-I

Tel . 0161 621 4400 -Fax: 0161 621 4408

/
4\

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport

X.

HU fk
"'7 -■=

m

m

■■

'x/xA'W'vx/^. oIdhi am-cl-i ronicIe. co.uk
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“...and that’s agreat ball

played out wide to the

wing...”

o

The EAM
SB

A t G E O R G E H I L L

I i t ' s never aTRYING

experience. We

have all the products

you need to get the

right RESULT every time

hand not aHAND-OFF

r the Great ball

www.mitre.com

o.

IMUte\>Call in for ahelping

7/Ia
T h e a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to;

The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

JJ

; T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
^— Scottfiefd Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel :OI6 l 627 2020 Fax:OI6 l 633 2250

E - m a i l : s a l e s @ g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k w w w. g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k

IVe ’ re ready to be

of service to you...

. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,

A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

Call:
TTiTmTnT

01706

712321
QI

www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON
since 1795SOLICITORS

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S t r e e t O l d h a m O L I I H H

DX23607 Oldham EMAiL@wrigleyclaydo n.com Website www. wrigleyclaydo n.com

^HC*'

FAX 0161 6 2 4 3 7 4 3 Tel  0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M AQUAUTT SERVICfe
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Alliance Action
V

-

... with Haydn Walker

WITH first team home games coming

thick and fast and the Alliance struggling

to play at all it is becoming alittle

difficult putting this column together.

Ithought Iwould take this

opportunity to give an insight into how

the A l l iance team opera tes . On a

Monday we train at Castleton Gabriels,

this session usually consists of some

fitness work, team and individual ski l ls

w o r k . P r i o r t o t h e s e s s i o n M i k e h a s a

coaches meeting and we discuss the

previous week and also go through the

coming week’s schedule. Fol lowing

training the players are given the week’s

training schedule which tells them when

and where we train. They also get the

var ious weights schedules for the

coming week, these would be for

Tuesday and Saturday if we play on

Thursday.

O u r n e x t s e s s i o n i s o n a

Wednesday and this would consist

mainly of team running. This involves

going through our pattern of play in

attack and defence. Then it’s game day

on Thursday. Following the game Iget a

copy of the video and usually get to bed

about 1.00am, after doing the players

individual match reports.

Friday night is rehab night, this

would see the team doing afew basic

s k i l l d r i l l s . W e w o u l d t h e n l o o k a t t h e

video -Mike will have done some edits

during the day -and debrief from the

game. Players would get an Individual

match report. This consists of all their

match statistics plus afew comments

on their performance. Itry to be positive

A L L I A N C E T E A M F I X T U R E S

Dec

6Keighley

21 Rochdale

A 7.30 LI 6-36

7.30 W 2 4 - 0H

Jan

3Hunslet

10 Leigh

18 Widnes

20 Workington

A 7.30 W26-10

7.30 L 3 6 - 1 8A

HP

H2.30 W 2 4 - 0

Feb

3 Whitehaven H P

15 H u n s l e t

22 Batley

March

17 Whitehaven A 2 . 3 0

22 Featherstone H 7 . 3 0

29 DoncasterA 7 . 3 0

April

4Batley

19 DoncasterH 7 . 3 0

May

3 Featherstone A 7 . 3 0

10 Keighley

19 Workington A 2.30

24 R o c h d a l e

31 Leigh

June

7Widnes

13 Top Five Play Offs

14 First Division Grand Final

H7.30

H7.30

A 7.30

H7.30

A 7.30

H7.30

A 7.30

with these comments and don’t just

highlight deficiencies. Iwill then take the

opportunity to speak to any player that

has any specific problems.

The players would then do weights

on Saturday and get Sunday off. We

then start all over again.

Haydn Walker

Alliance Coach
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THE lead ing NFP c lubs genera l l y d id
themselves proud in the fourth round of the

Silk Cut Challenge Cup and none more so

than Leigh Centurions whose thoroughly
deserved win against Salford City Reds was
the achievement of the round. You can’t fault

a t e a m w h i c h c o m e s f r o m 1 2 - 0 d o w n a t h a l f ¬

time against supposedly superior opposition
to earn a16-12

v ic tory. I t was a
testament to the

fitness, skill and
self-belief of the

C e n t u r i o n s w h o

were rewarded with

an attendance of

6,408, second only
o n t h e d a y t o
Bradford Bulls. And

a s a b o n u s w e

even got aTV
interview with the

‘people’s prop’ Tim
Street.

Keighley Cougars also put on agood
show against Hull FC to earn big wraps from

visiting coach Shaun McRae. Trailing only 12-
16 at half-time Cougars ran out of steam

against 12 man Hull -Tony Smith having
been red-carded for ahigh tackle by Robert

Connolly in only the third minute -but earned
astanding ovation from their fans at the end.

And just to set inter-club relations to rights the
Hull fans behaved themselves impeccably.

Dewsbury Rams per formed equal ly
impressively against Castleford Tigers. Again

the NFP side were within striking distance at
half-time, behind by only 6-4. Indeed it was
not until the 70th minute that the Tigers

opened up alead of more than asingle score

when Dean Sampson ploughed over, the
visitors finally running out 18-4 winners.

Featherstone meanwhile, already
handicapped by the loss of chief playmaker

Jamie Rooney wi th abroken jaw, were
sub jec ted to some dub ious tac t ics by
Huddersfield Giants who triumphed by 28-6
at the McAlpine. Needless to say Peter Roe
was not best pleased.

Everywhere else Ithink we can say

things went as one would have expected with
several scoring feats of note. The most

outstanding was lestyn Harris’s 17 goals

(from 18 attempts) and atry at Swinton where
Leeds Rhinos set up aclub record score, a

record away win and arecord victory margin
i n t h e i r 1 0 6 - 1 0 d e f e a t o f t h e L i o n s .

For Wakefield Trinity Wildcats Martin
Pearson landed 8goals against Workington

in an easier than anticipated 56-6 victory
which must serve as awarning to their fifth

round opponents. At Barrow Adam Hughes of
the Blue Sox scored ahattrick and six goals

and Darryl Cardiss also had ahattrick. And of
i n t e r e s t t o O l d h a m f a n s w a s S h a y n e

McMenemy’s two tries on competitive debut.

At Valley Parade Bradford’s Michael
Withers had ahattrick and Henry Paul landed

7goals as the Bulls outclassed Widnes 54-
ID. And finally if you want aChallenge Cup

dark horse keep an eye on London Broncos.
Despite atough task in the next round at Hull,
the Broncos have amuch stronger squad

than for some time. They easily disposed of

Batley 44-6.

I%-V

w ■ ^

T»●

f

Li
Tim Street

Today the big game of
t h e N F P i s a t t h e

L i o n h e a r t S t a d i u m w h e r e

Featherstone take on

Leigh. Asuperb home

record will be fully tested
by the Centurions, who I

will take to win, but only
because of the absence of

^Jamie Rooney, rumoured
to be interesting Wigan

incidentally, from the Rovers colours.
There could be close games at three

grounds, namely Batley vBarrow (Bulldogs to
win), Rochdale vDoncaster (an unconfident

prediction of aDragons win), and Workington
VSheffield (a reasonable bet for an Eagles

victory). With Keighley the team without a
game, Dewsbury and Oldham can gain

ground with home victories against the
b o t t o m t w o , C h o r l e y a n d G a t e s h e a d
respectively. And elsewhere Hull KR will beat
Whitehaven, Hunslet wil l turn over an out of

sorts Swinton, and Widnes will wallop York.
M e a n w h i l e i n m i d w e e k D o n c a s t e r a n d

Jamie Rooney

Dewsbury will have fought each other to a

standstill: and if you predicted the result let
me know so Ican give my bookie aroasting
next time round!
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Today
Gateshead Thunder
TODAY WE welcome Gateshead Thunder for their first

ever visit to Boundary Park. The controversial demise of
the Super League Gateshead ciub is weli documented

and our opinion of that charade weli known. However,
as if to give the lie to the idea that true devotees of
Rugby League can only be found within spitting distance
of the M62, the fans of the Thunder raiiied round to

form anew ciub which, after aseason’s absence from

the league, gained admission to the N.F.P. if those fans
thought the lower level of football would be an easy nut
to crack they have been in for asurprise. To date the

Thunder have yet to record their first league victory with
the inevitable effect on attendances. In addition

Gateshead’s fans are learning in this season of appalling
weather that ‘winter’ rugby is most certainly not the

same as ‘summer’ rugby! Nevertheless, despite their
hardships we wish everyone at Gateshead, be they
Directors, staff or supporters, every success for the

future in their struggle to establish the game on
Tyneside.

Sheffield Eagles before signing for Thunder; 18 year old
half-back PAUL THORMAN, brother of Huddersfield

Giants’ Chris; and hooker or half-back 19 year old
RICHARD SPENCE. All of which goes to show that in the
land of the Prince-Bishops there is more to life fhan
Sunderland F.C.

Not surprisingly, given the background of Andy
Kelly, anumber of players have West Yorkshire

connections. From Dewsbury Rams come utility back
RICHARD ARROWSMITH; hooker or scrum-half SCOTT

DYSON, who won an Alliance Championship medal with
the Rams, as did back-row forward MATTIE ROBERTS;

and young wingman ANDREW FIELD, aThornhill Trojan
when they beat Sheffield in the Challenge Cup last year
but also aformer Ram and Wildcat.

And talking of
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats
aclutch of players have
m o v e d f r o m t h e W e s t

Yorkshire ‘capital ’ to

Tyneside. 24 year old
prop LEE GARSIDE is
one, as is goal-kicking
centre STEPHEN HALL.

T h e n t h e r e ’ s l o o s e -

forward PAUL SEBINE a

member of the Wakefield

Grand Final winning
squad of 1998.

Other players out of Yorkshire are 19 year old
RICHARD MERVILL and 21 year old centre WESLEY

McGIBBON, both from Halifax Blue Sox ;together with
LEON WILLIAMSON, athreequarter from Sheffield

Eagles, and the well travelled halfback CARL BRIGGS
with experience at both Halifax and Sheffield. Meanwhile
packman PAUL LISTER, at 31 arelative veteran, arrived
at Gateshead from Doncaster. From Huddersfield came

second-rower JAMES CARLTON, aregular for the Giants

under Mai Reilly, and full-back DARREN SIMPSON. Also
with Doncaster and Hudderstield appearances to his
name is DARRELL DEROSE, although in this case the
strong running second-row forward signed from

Rochdale where he played acouple of mean games
against Oldham last term. Another second-row man is
CHRIS PARKER, who has played in New South Wales
rugby in Australia but arrived at Gateshead from
Bradford Bulls.

Just to prove there is no anti-Lancashire bias,
however, three players originate from the County
Palat inate. Hal fback-cum-hooker MARTIN GAMBLES

was in Wigan Warriors Academy cup winning team.
Prop ANDREW GRUNDY has county honours as ajunior
and also signed from Wigan. And, finally, utility back

MATTHEW BROWN played with Warrington Wolves and
-whisper it-OrrellR.U.F.C.

On their acceptance into the N.F.P. Gateshead
moved quickly to appoint the highly regarded ANDY
KELLY, former Wakefield player and coach, as their new
Head Coach, It’s amove that will eventually pay off

because Kelly, who also had ahand in coaching the Irish
World Cup squad, is adeep thinker about the game and
apowerful motivafor of his players. He is, however,

learning, as we at Oldham
had to learn, that

establishing anew club
takes time and patience
and no little sound

judgement. As his right

hand man Kelly appointed
the experienced ROY
SOUTHERNWOOD as his

player-coach,

experience at Castleford,
Halifax and Wakefield and

the ability to play halfback
or hooker. Southernwood

is akey asset in the
building of the new team.

Another element of the Gateshead story that
contradicts the idea that players can only be found in the
traditional three counties is the recruitment of several

County Durham men, partly aproduct of the strength of
the junior game in Durham over the last decade and
more, and which led to the signing of our own Pat Rich,

aplayer coverted by the Thunder. So, on Gateshead’s
books we find the following Thunder Academy products:
18 year old prop forward GARETH BARROW; 19 year
old back-rower STEVEN BRADLEY, who has also had a

spell at Hull before returning to Gateshead; 19 year old
back-rower STEPHEN RUTHERFORD, who trialled with

Stephen Hall

With

Andy Kel ly

13
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7®m !S@®7§3 ... with Brian Walker
IT'S IRRITATING standing in the pub next to the kid wearing
abasebail cap especially when he also spends over two

quid on abottie of ‘Bud’. It’s not the 'good manners’ thing
it’s the ‘American’ thing and Imust be just as sad
mouthing silentiy to the barman ‘and do you take
greenbacks?’

S o w h e n I r e a d t h a t M a n c h e s t e r U n i t e d a n d t h e N e w

York Yankee’s had got together in apotentially massive
merchandise deal why wasn’t Isurprised? Ican’t
remember the last time anybody walked into my local
sporting ared and white bobble hat ordering apint of
dark miid. United have the cutting edge when it comes
to making abuck!

What raised my eyebrow was that the following
morning most papers carried similar headlines ‘DON’T
FORGET YOUR ROOTS!’ concerned of course that

United was concentrating on casting its cash net too

far and too wide and taking their eye off what really
mattered, winning trophies. Fat chance.

It wasn’t the first time basebali had played apart
in North West sporting life having already once
spread its roots as far as Watersheddings. And for a
short time it was amoney spinner!

It was back in the early thirties when almost
anything American was in fashion and baseball was

no exception. Local baseball teams and leagues
literally sprang up overnight. Manchester and district
was no exception.

Bill Brown had just opened the Oldham
Greyhound Track (adjacent to the rugby ground) and
latching on to the baseball euphoria organised trials
for aside to play on apitch marked out in the middle
of his new greyhound stadium.

Urged on by Brown, many of the Oldham rugby Another Mike Ford big hit!
players were enthusiastic enough to
give this new summer sport ago and

the news soon spread. O ldham’s

(nicknamed the Greyhounds!) first
league match was in 1935 against
M a n c h e s t e r N o r t h E a s t B l u e S o x

captained by Wigan rugby clubs’ Jim
S u l l i v a n . T h e O l d h a m s i d e i n c l u d e d

rugby tourist Tommy Rees and |
brothers, Ray and Sid Gaunt, from Mrs
R o c h d a l e F l o r n e t s . O l d h a m w o n i n

fronf of asizeable crowd. k r f
B r o w n c r a v e d s u c c e s s f o r t h e

Oldham team and started to bring in
expe r i enced p laye rs . A lex Mova t

c a m e o v e r f r o m W i n n i p e g ,
coinciding with the arrival of other

overseas players Zola Alpert and Oidham Greyhounds win the Cup.
Leo Ered.

Oldham progressed quickly and won the regional North of England Championship and the
following season the North of England Challenge Cup but it was as if Bill Browns death in 1937 was
meant to coincide with the sudden demise of the pitch-and-hit sport. Just as quickly as the game
captured the imagination, the sporting public turned its attentions back to amore traditional sport -
cricket!

T

.mi if-'
m
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Cook(e)ing up astorm ^
IT’S THAT time again!
You know that t ime

when we get hot under
t h e c o l l a r a b o u t h e a d

tackling (or not If you’re
Stuart Cummings).
When oh when are we

going to get head

tackling stamped out? I
can tell you from

personal experience

that abroken jaw is a
terrible Injury to suffer

and Iwouldn’t wish it on anyone. So when
aclass player like Featherstone’s Jamie

Rooney gets belted it’s only right that
someone shou ld be he ld t o accoun t . As a

consequence down comes the instruction
to referees to take action. At Keighley
Robert Connolly does precisely that with

Tony Smith and quite right too. So how
come Steve Ganson can only manage a
yellow card at Huddersfield and Stuart

Cummings, supposedly our best official.

can only manage ‘on report’ at Knowsley
Road? Now Idon’t want to see constant

sendings-off in matches because the best
contests are always 13 v13, but at the

same time Idon’t see why ateam’s next

opponents should get the benefit of a
player suspended when the side offended

against In aprevious game has to put up
with aman staying on who clearly should
have been dismissed. Given Mr

Cummings’ speed of action in dismissing
Ian Sherratt in aPremiership Cup Final for

Oldham vSheffield Eagles at Old Trafford
(17.5.92) Idon’t see why Wigan didn’t
have someone sen t o f f fo r fi rs t use o f the

soap against St. Helens. I’m fed up with

top teams getting away with it. And Idon’t
give astuff if it’s not good for the image
when the game’s on tv. In fact I’ll tell you

this: the general difference between our
game and that other nonsense Is that

thuggery gets punished. Please make a
mental note Mr Cummings because the

viewing public prefer justice to acover up.

Stuart Cummings

❖ ❖ ❖

Continuing our iook at N.F.P. Programmes

BARROW BORDER RAIDERS

Price; £1.00,

32 pages. Black &White

Content: Written content not very

extens ive. Paddy McAteer is the main

contributor with support from Alan Tucker

and the Supporters Club. There are no

a c t i o n s h o t s a n d r e s t i s s t a t i s t i c a l a n d

visitors pen pictures.

Verdict: It won’t make abig hole In your

wallet but at the same time It won’t detain

you for long.

Rating: 4/10

R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

Price £1.00 28 pages. Black &white with

blue standing colour. Good red, white and

blue cover. Printed by Vibrant Graphics,

Congleton.

Content: Limited written material with the

b e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m G a r e t h W a l k e r .

Comment from the Boardroom, the Coach

and the day’s opponents, together with

pen pictures, ‘A team, anotice board and

an ‘in the spotlight’ feature.

Verdict: Nicely produced and presented.

Good value at £1

Rating: 6/10.
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A F I X T U R E N O T T O B E M I S S E D

n-ip and slip injuries

personal injury

80%M A K E Y O U R
S'.'-

CLAIM of people involved in an accident
don't pursue aclaim, even though they

road traffic accidents
accidents at work/home

A N D C L A I M S N E T W O R K LT D W I L L D O T H E R E S T

could be entitled to compensation.

D O N ' T B E O N E O F T H E M !

tpyou have been involved in
ROAD TRAFFIC

ACCIDENTS At CLAIMS NETWORK, the personal
injury claims specialists, we wilt
pursue aclaim on your behalf.
CLAIMS NETWORK have been successfully

winning compensation for our clients for

over 6years, and have an enviable

reputation as the best in the business.

Unlike most of our competitors, we DO

NOT ask for money "up front". We DO

NOT ask you to fund Post Accident
Insurance Plans, which you could end up

paying for from your compensation. There

is no guesswork with us, you will be made
aware at tbe onset of your claim of our

charging structure.

CALL US TODAY TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM!

■ASSESS YOUR CLAIM FREE OF CHARGE

■U N D E R W R I T E A L L Y O U R L E G A L C O S T S

■APPOINT ASPECIALIST SOLICITOR TO

ACT ON YOUR BEHALF

■C O M P L E T E A L L T H E N E C E S S A R Y

PAPERWORK

■A R R A N G E F R E E H O M E V I S I T S B Y O U R

C L A I M S A S S E S S O R S A S N E C E S S A R Y

■ARRANGE DOCTORS/SPECIALISTS TO

ASSIST YOUR CLAIM

■A L L Y O U H A V E T O D O I S P I C K U P T H E

P H O N E A N D C A L L T H E F R E E P H O N E

NUMBER BELOW

an accident within the last 3

years that was not your fault,

you could be entitled to

CLAIM for compensation.

PERSONAL

INJURY CLAIMS

TRIP AND

SLIP INJURIES

A C C I D E N T S A T

WORK/HOME

C O N T A C T C L A I M S N E T W O R K T O D A Y

For aFREE CONSULTATION with one of our experienced advisors you
could be making your claim today! Remember NO WIN -NO COST!

Call FREEPHONE:

0808 1000 49008081000490

Claims Network Ltd. 751 Ormskirk road, Pemberton, Wigan WNS sat ■Tel. 01942 211911 ●Fax 01942 225813

A c c i d e n t s D o H a p p e nP e r s o n a l I n i u r v S p e c i a l i s t s Keep On



Q. When did you first start playing Rugby
League?

Iwas about 4years old and 1wanted to play

with my big brother Keiron. We played at St. Helens
Crusaders till Iwas about 12 years old and then I
went to Blackbrook for acouple of years before
returning to St. Helens. Then, when Iwas 16, I

signed for Wigan Academy where Iplayed
,alongside Simon Houghton and Mick Cassidy,
jIplayed regularly for the Wigan ‘A' team being
icoached by Andy Goodway, acoach with modern

i d e a s f r o m w h o m I l e a r n e d a l o t . B u t a s t i m e

passed and many overseas players were being
brought into the club Ifelt Iwas not getting many
chances and so gave my future alot of thought.
W h e n O l d h a m c a m e i n f o r m e I d i d n ’ t h e s i t a t e

because Ithought I’d get more chances of first team rugby.
One thing Imust mention is the under 16’s North West

Counties tour of the Southern Hemisphere, we spent a
month on tour and it was terrific. After ashort stop over in
America we went to Fiji where we played the National
side, then onto New Zealand to play an under 16’s
representative side before finally arriving in Australia
where we played in Cairns, Manly and Sydney. It was
an amazing experience.

Q. Who has been your favourite player past and

present?

;wj

Varyl Lacey

Ellery Hanley is my choice. He has been the
most dedicated professional, an all round skilful

athlete. At present Sean Long is abrilliant player. His
d i s p l a y w h e n S t . H e l e n s w o n t h e Wo r l d C l u b

Championship was superb.
The roughest, toughest team for my money have

been Leigh, say no morelll
Q. Have you any personal ambitions?

In my playing career Ireally want to try to get a
regular spot and with Oldham reach the Grand Final, and
from there Super League. The squad at Oldham are a
great bunch. There is marvellous team spirit and we
have some characters. We train hard and try to help
each other on the park.

On apersonal level when not training Ienjoy
football on television, Ilike to play pool and part of my

fitness levels include swimming, which Ilove.
Awhile ago Iholidayed in the Dominican

Republic and would like to visit the Caribbean again
sometime. But to get back to Oldham, the players are

grateful to the great supporters especially during a
rough patch in agame: the fans can certainly give you

alift when you feel abit tired.
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AND NOW, SOME POEMS

PROSECUTING COUNSEL:

“Do you mean to tell the court that

you were standing next to the

deceased at the bus stop during

which time she was repeatedly

stabbed, her arms and legs cut off
with achain saw, her guide dog

worried by amad sheep and you

didn’t see athing?”
W I T N E S S X :

‘That’s right m’lud. Ididn’t see a

thing”.

JUDGE;

“Witness Xwhat is your occupation?”
W I T N E S S X :

“I’m aRugby League touch judge,

your honour.”
JUDGE:

“That explains it: case dismissed!!!”

“Twas an evening in November,
As Ivery well remember,

Iwas strolling down the street in drunken

pride.

But my knees were all a’flutter
So Ilanded in the gutter,

And apig came up and lay down by my
side

Yes, Ilay there in the gutter
Thinking thoughts Icould not utter.
When acolleen passing by did softly say,
‘You can tell aman that boozes

By the company he chooses.’ -
At that, the pig got up and walked away!
(Jason Robinson, Wendell Sailor and
others please note).

Ieat my peas with honey
I’ve done it all my life
It makes the peas taste funny
But it keeps ‘em on the knifel

“Tis dog’s delight to bark and bite
And little birds to sing.
And if you sit on ared-hot brick
It’s asign of an early spring.

Here l ies John Bun

He was killed by agun.
His name was not Bun, but Wood

But Wood would not rhyme with gun,
but Bun would.

R E D H A L L P U B L I C A T I O N S A N D

H . M P R I S O N S P R O U D L Y P R E S E N T

The Rules of Rugby League:
Braille Edtion

This book is for a l l those v isual ly

challenged Rugby League referees and

touch judges out there (and we know

there are hundreds of you). At last you

will be able to swat up on the rules of

the game by touch.

Amaze your friends (supposing you

have any) as you explain why the guy
with abroken nose wasn’t head tackled,

hear them gasp as you rule penalty try
for that undetected trip and astonish
t h e m w i t h t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t a f t e r s i x

tackles (if you can count that far) the

team in possession hands the ball over

to the opposition.

Act Now -don’t delay!!

Just send £10 (Inc. p&p) to

DOTTY BOOKS, LEEDS

L10 UVBNAD

Mary had alittle lamb.
She ate it with mint sauce.

And everywhere that Mary went
The lamb went too, of course.

Mary had alittle bear
To which she was so kind

That everywhere dear Mary went
S h e h a d a b e a r b e h i n d .

Doctor Bell fel l down the well

And broke his col lar bone.

Doctors should a t tend the s ick

And leave the well alone.
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O r O r
,.. with Brian Walker

THE BRYLCREAM BOYS BOW OUT
THE OTHER Friday night Jason Robinson spent eighty minutes shivering and contempiating his navei.
Yes, Jason made his Engiand debut, weli to be precise his Engiand ‘A’ debut and surprise, surprise,

hardly got atouch. The ‘A’ competition is of course the side show to the ‘real thing’, the Five, sorry Six
Nations annual reunion of the Brylcream boys. Mind you at this level union does do it well with
impressive packed stadiums, excellent media coverage and seemingly acontract with the deity for
reasonable weather....pity about the rugby.

Time was that leaguers could yawn away aSaturday afternoon in front of the telly picking out the
union star most likely to pin the ‘Gone North’ notice to his front door. But not any more. These guys earn

good money and gone, perhaps forever, is the temptation of the cheque wafted under their nose by the
league scout. And Iam the first to admit that our code will be all the poorer, for players of the quality of
Davies, Gibbs, Sullivan, Bevan, Richards, Fielding, Risman and co. perhaps not gracing our grounds in
the future.

Union internationals,

have, of course in past,
attracted the attention of the

O l d h a m c l u b a n d t h e

h e a d l i n e s h a v e a c c l a i m e d

t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e l i k e s o f

Nigel Heslop, Bob Mordell,
K e n W i l s o n , M a l c o l m P r i c e

and Sean Quinlan. But isn’t

that the underlying problem?
W h i l s t K e n W i l s o n w a s t h e

c o r n e r s t o n e o f t h e O l d h a m

pack for years, playing well
over three hundred games,
t h e o t h e r f o u r h a r d l y
mustered ahundred games
between them. Idon’t know

what O ldham’s inves tmen t i n

t h o s e f o u r w a s b u t i t w o u l d

undoubted ly have been a
h a n d s o m e s u m . I a m n o t

advocating that league clubs
s h o u l d n e v e r a g a i n s i g n
players out of union, but I

much prefer to see union
‘investing’ its millions in the
l i kes o f Jason Rob inson and

now, it seems, Wendell

Sailor than the money going
the other way Already the
Australians, supported by

Maurice Lindsay, are
advocating changes in the
salary cap to help ward off
union bids for our top stars

but let union carry on and
m a k e i t s o w n m i s t a k e s a n d

suffer the subsequent pain
associated with overstreched

finances. Signing union
players is no different than
s ign ing ‘qu ick fix ’ l eague
players, the risk far greater

than the much wiser long
te rm investment in the fu ture

of our own kids.

England v. France Twickenham ‘63, Ken Wilson back row third from left

Wales VFrance Cardiff ‘60, Malcolm Price is sealed middle row far left
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...with Dave Roberts

Susan Zoman
Job Title Time in Job

Six daysSecretary to Chris (so Ibelieve)

Previous Employment
/was aP.A. in the M.O.D. which was ajob that involved moving around, I

have lived in Northern Ireland, Germany and Brunei and have been back in

England since last September.

What do you know about ORLFC?

Nothing, iike iknow nothing about rugby, but iintend to learn.

O t h e r i n t e r e s t s

Reading, cross stitch, picture making -1 am aboring person.

Susan Zoman
Favourite T.V.

All the soaps

A^ ^ a

###
^##
16-28Barrow 5-4 6-6

Batley |

Chorley 24-38

Dewsbury

Doncaster

Featherstone

Gateshead

HullKR

Hunslet

Keighley

Leigh is-s

OLDHAM

Rochdale

Sheffield

Swinton 26-24

Whitehaven

Widnes

Workington

16-19 6-37 2 4 - 4 1 8 - 1 6 12-4

>1
12-304-56

s
50-224-12 21-12 32-10

36-8 17-23 22-2

34-4 26-14 12-15

0^
8-27 0-18 12-26 0-52

"5
2-00-30 40-12

4-13 2-34 12-44 14-0

53

§
32-6 22-22 24-8

48-0 46-4 760

562 18-44 2612

610 14-2452-12

34-1 625 3612 11-12 16-52

20-294-8

264 630 13-4 4-8

168 22-14 261620-25

622 168 31-10

i: H

8-26 6-37 20-20 14-48

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S

High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
iiWiiWii-
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
WITH Don Yates

ONE OF the most experienced officials

in the Oldham Society is Fred Royales

who has officiated on every professional

ground in Britain except Gateshead

a f te r en joy ing ah igh l y success fu l

p l a y i n g c a r e e r i n l o c a l a m a t e u r

competition.

Fred has been involved in rugby

league throughout his life. Fie was an

outstanding winger during his playing

days although atwice broken leg almost

ended his playing career before it had

even begun. He started off with Fitton

H i l l u n d e r 1 6 s b u t w a s w i t h O l d h a m ‘ B ’

when injury struck. Having overcome

that problem Fred went on to play

s u c c e s s f u l l y f o r F e r r a n t i a n d

Saddleworth Rangers before winding up

his playing career with Shaw. At his

peak, Fred was good for 30-odd tries

per season and was aregular in the
O l d h a m To w n Te a m . H e w a s a m e m b e r

o f t h e O l d h a m t e a m w h i c h r e a c h e d t h e

National Inter League Cup Final in 1981

although the final ended in a

disappointing 24-0 defeat against

Leeds. Fred enjoyed better results in

the local competitions. He has played in
five Standard Cup Finals, the first with

F e r r a n t i i n 1 9 7 4 a n d f o u r w i t h

Saddleworth between 1976 &1981.

Two of those finals were won. Rangers

beating Waterhead 16-4 in 1976 and St.

Annes 11-8 in 1980. It was during his

time with Saddleworth that Fred enjoyed

abrief flirtation with professional rugby.

He was persuaded to join Blackpool

Borough in 1976 and was amember of

t h e S e a s i d e r s s q u a d w h i c h

sensationally reached the John Player

Trophy Final that autumn. However, a

disagreement before reaching that final
c a u s e d F r e d t o t u r n h i s b a c k o n t h e

professional game. He played in eight

c o n s e c u t i v e m a t c h e s f o r B o r o ’ b e f o r e

returning to Saddleworth and continuing
h i s s u c c e s s f u l a m a t e u r c a r e e r .

Once his playing career was over,

Fred moved into refereeing. His first

appointment in 1983 was Moldgreen ‘A

versus Higginshaw ‘A’. He enjoyed it

and has been enjoying it ever since,

especially the social side of the game.

Fred quickly moved through the grades

and he has refereed several cup finals
a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l s . H e h a s r e f e r e e d t w o

Standard Cup Finals, in 1987 and again

l a s t y e a r , a s w e l l a s t h e 1 9 9 2

Lancashire Alliance Cup Final when

Warrington ‘A defeated Whitehaven 32-

8 . F r e d ’ s m o s t i n c i d e n t p a c k e d

afternoon, not surprisingly, took place in

Lezignan during March 1990. The
B A R L A u n d e r 1 9 s d e f e a t e d F r a n c e 1 2 - 4

that day, their first win in France for six

years and aresult which did not please

the partisan home supporters. Fred was

escorted off the pitch by the local

gendarmerie at the end of the match

and la te r amob o f a round twen ty
f u r i o u s F r e n c h m e n w a i t e d f o r F r e d

outside the changing rooms.
Fred

unscathed from that predicament and
h a s o f fi c i a t e d o v e r i n F r a n c e o n a

couple of occasions since without a

repetition of that unruly behaviour. He

intends to continue for as long as

possible and maybe he will get an

appointment up at Gateshead soon to

complete his clean sweep of British

grounds.

Fortunately escaped
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Are you aware of the great sponsorship

deals on offer this season? Your

company or even agroup of friends can

enjoy top class hospitality in our

sponsors suites.

There are several deals on offer but what

ever you choose you are assured of a

day to remember.

For more information ring

Dave on 0161 628 3677

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS

The Junior Roughyeds are now up

and running and it’s not too late to

join in the fun. so why don’t you

give the club aring on
0161 628 3677

for more details.

Our Lottery ‘The Saturday Yankee’

needs collectors in all areas of Oldham,

as well as paying good commission, if

you were to become an agent you would

be doing something for your club.

For more details call

Haydn on 0161 628 3677

there’s the chance to meet the

PLAYERS AT MONTHLY MEET INGS AND

EVEN THE CHANCE TO BE TEAM

MASCOT FOR THE DAY.

Saturday

YankeeAs WE GO INTO PRINT WE ARE ARRANGING A

TRIP TO THE Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final

AT Twickenham.

❖

A g e n t s w a n t e d i n a l l a r e a s

Contact Haydn Walker on

Places will be limited so if you want
0161 -628 -3677

d e t a i l s c a l l D AV E O N

0161 628 3677

AND EARN GOOD COMMISSION

Not ye t amember o f the Yankee?

W h y n o t j o i n N O W a t p e r
WEEK.

Current Jackpot is £4,000!
PLEASE NOTE THIS TRIP INCLUDES AN OVER

NIGHT STAY IN CENTRAL LONDON.

❖

YOU COULD BE THE NEXT WINNER.
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... with Simon Winnard

T O D AY W E w e l c o m e G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r

to Boundary Park. Anew addition to the
Northern Ford Premiership family following
their untimely eviction from Super League
after an extremely successful inaugural
season -on the park at least. Despite
running up massive financial losses in
Super League, the same management
t e a m w a s t h e n e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e

w h o l e s a l e t r a n s f e r o f t h e c l u b t o

Humberside. However, despite being sold
down the river, ahardcore of RL fans have
ensured the re-birth of the Thunder. The

difference this time around being that the
c lub has been fo rmed on the bas i s o f t he

support and asound business plan, not
simply from ahand out and agroup of
imports with no affinity with the local
community.

T h e s e a s o n t o d a t e h a s b e e n a

struggle for Gateshead and they have
perhaps been surprised by the standard of
rugby and competitiveness of the NFP.
Oldhams transi t ion into thei r first season in

the NFP proved to be asimilar struggle. Its
atime of adjustment but in the guise of
Andy Kelly they have an outstanding young
British coach who knows how to get the
best from his players. Only time will tell, but
Ipredict that the new club will prosper in
the NFP and long may the family continue
to grow.

From its official inception in 1998 the
Rugby League Conference, in similar
fashion to Student RL, has gone from
strength to strength at national level. Its first
s u m m e r s e a s o n s a w 1 4 c l u b s f r o m t h e

Midlands, East and South of England
participate. The 2001 season will now see

30 clubs compete for the Harry Jepson
Trophy, currently held by the competition's
most successful club, the Crawley Jets.

Former RLC Director and Chairman,
L i o n e l H u r s t h a s n o w b e c o m e C h i e f

Executive at the London Broncos. This

move has seen some of the Broncos home

fixtures being staged at Crawley as the
RFL looks to promote Conference clubs
links to the professional game with aview
to increasing the games profile nationally.

Following asuccessful pilot
competition in 2000, five new clubs from
the North East are to be added to last

season’s participants, which is great news

for today’s visitors. Last year’s North East
Conference Premiers, Teeside Steelers are

joined by Sunderland City, Newcastle,
Bridlington Bulls and Gateshead Panthers
from the area.

T h e o t h e r n e w c l u b h a i l s f r o m S o u t h

Wa l e s i n t h e f o r m o f t h e C a r d i f f D e m o n s .

With links to the student game, which is
extremely strong in the area, they also

have links with the North East as they are
led by former student international and

G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r p l a y e r S t u a r t
Singleton.

T h u n d e r h a v e m a d e s i n c e r e e f f o r t s t o

attract local talent to the club and our very
own Pat Rich, himself aproduct of the

student game, was subject to abold pre¬
season b i d t o t ake h im back t o t he No r th

E a s t . T h e s e c o n f e r e n c e c l u b s w i l l n o w

benefit f rom the Thunder ’s admiss ion to the

NFP as the profile of the game in the area
is increased. In return, they will surely
provide abreeding ground for future home
grown talent in the area which will see the
Thunde r flou r i sh .

Rugby League in the North East has

potential in the true sense of the word. The

s u p p o r t f o r t h e g a m e i n t h e a r e a ,

particularly at youth /development level, is
phenomenal. Aperfect example of this is
the recently announced expansion of the
Summer RL Conference, to date Rugby
League’s only real success when seeking
nationwide expansion. Asignificant
financial investment at this grass roots level
h a s a l r e a d y p r o v e n t o b e a g r e a t
success.hardly rocket science is it? It’s a
shame that the powers that be don’t deem

it appropriate to make asimilar investment
in the game’s heartland.
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ISaddleworth |
tRd

Marshall
Pumps MI ● N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairs

I M4s approved distributor for many of

Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with

guaranteed delivery and unrival led
technical expertise

IM

iRick Whyman Ltd. I

Member o f t he

gBUTORSII P5JC^

OPOREHTBRn^

II .SADDLEWORTH
MOTOR CO

Certificate No. 910554

HIGH STREET, I
^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM S

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m ■OL1 1UA

Tel :  0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)

Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk 01457 872178

^PILGRIM
Local^ manufactured hydraulic equipment for

t h e P o w e r & M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r U w i d e

www.piigrinHnternationaLco.uk
Tel :0  1 1 S 0 0 5

h>r f<i 1^.
[Jt.irj

m

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

OLDHAM
Established 1947

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

email; pickles@talk21.com

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2001
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0161 -339 6140

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584AMH AMH

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne
rI

Ting

SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 785 0813

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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O n T h i s D a y . . .

Don Yates looks back to February i8th yesteryear

THIS AFTERNOON the latest addition to the NFP,

G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r , v i s i t B o u n d a r y P a r k .

Unfortunately they have found life difficult during the

opening weeks of the season and they face Oldham

today in an almost identical position to that of

Chorley during the 1989-90 campaign. It was on

Sunday 18th February, 1990 that Chorley, in their

inaugural season, visited Oldham in an attempt to
avoid their fifth consecutive defeat. As now, the

Roughyeds were chasing the Championship and

proved much too powerful for the visitors who were
bea ten 66 -16 . O ldham c rossed fo r twe lve t r i es tha t

afternoon with scrum half Brett Clark grabbing a

hattrick whilst another scorer was young prop Leo

Casey. Included in the Chorley second row for that

match was Mark Knight, the current Roughyeds’

academy coach and aforward who likes nothing

better than to step out on the meadow with his

young charges and show them how to deliver the

big hits.

*5

ii
M

sr-

One hundred and five years ago, on Tuesday

18th February 1896, the Roughyeds were involved

in amuch c loser encounter when they v is i ted

Bradford. In those day the one point field goal was

called adropped goal and was worth four points.

Oldham winger Jack Hurs t landed one which

enabled the Roughyeds to pull off a7-5 victory at

Park Avenue. By 1939 the value of adropped goal

had been halved but, even so, just one would have

kept Oldham’s interest in the Challenge cup alive

when they again visited Bradford on Saturday 18th

February. It wasn’t to be, for full back George

Carmichael landed apenalty in that second round
tie which Northern won 2-0.

Apart from changes in scoring values, bye-laws

have also changed in the various competitions. Until

three years ago, drawn Challenge Cup-ties were

always replayed but nowadays extra time and the

'golden point’ come into play. It was on this day in

1998, Wednesday 18th February, that the last Silk

Cut Challenge Cup replay, afourth round replay,
was staged fol lowing the 28-al l draw between

L a n c a s h i r e Ly n x a n d D e w s b u r y. W i t h h o m e

advantage Dewsbury won the replay 31-14 although

the final score flattered Dewsbury somewhat. They
scored just one more try than Lynx but Barry Eaton
exaggerated Dewsbury’s success by landing seven

goals. Two players who appeared in that historic

match are likely to be on view this afternoon.

Oldham’s Paul Norton was asubstitute for Lynx,
whilst on the wing for Dewsbury was Leon
Wil l iamson who has s ince t ransferred to Gateshead.

Paul Norton

It was on this day in 1967, Saturday 18th

February, that Leigh and Featherstone Rovers

fought out a14-all draw at Hilton Park. No replay

was necessary, of course, because it was aleague

match. Making his senior professional debut in that
match was Le igh second- row fo rward J immy

Fiddler. He had been signed from Orrell RUFC and

developed into acapable goal-kicking forward who

went onto enjoy spells with Blackpool Borough,

Salford and Bramley as well as Oldham. He came to

Oldham in 1979, scoring one try and kicking 44

goals from 19 appearances.

Finally, exactly twelve months ago, on Friday

18th February 2000, Tate Moseley, the Australian

second-row forward, returned home to Sydney after
on l y acoup le o f weeks w i th t he Roughyeds .

Perhaps he knew what sort of weather we were set
to endure during the following twelve months

a l t hough he c l a imed t ha t h i s depa r tu re was

triggered by news that his girl friend was pregnant

and that he wanted to be with her. Well it had just
passed Valentine’s Dayl

29



Date Opponent

DECEMBER

3Barrow

17 Workington

24 Rochdale

JANUARY

1WIDNES

Result Att

F-A

28 -16 1,294

A p p e a r a n c e s &

S c o r e r s 2 0 0 0 - 0 1

22 -61,295

10 -63,402

(All Games)
20 -12 3,471

7

14 LEIGH

21 Swinton

18 -44 4,747

AP

28 QUEENSBURY (SCCC R3) 64 -01,559

56-2 1,210

Player Appearances Substitutions Tries Goals Drop Goals Points

30 CHORLEY

Wl. SiBSON 7 28FEBRUARY

4WHITEHAVEN

11 HULL KR (SCCC R4)

18 GATESHEAD

25 WAKEFIELD (SCCC R5) H

MARCH

4HUNSLET

11 Dewsbury

18 SHEFFIELD

25 Featherstone

HP D. Cross 7 4 16

H17 -62,008
J. McNicholas 1

H

A. Gibbons 6 1 4

P. Rich 9 38 76

H

W. Barrow 2
A

D. Lacey 5 1 4H

A
D. Gibbons 9 10 40

APRIL

N. Roden 9 204 4
1York

88ATLEY

13 ROCHDALE

16 Widnes

22 Batley

29 KEIGHLEY

A

A. ProctorH 7 3 12

H
J. Hough

J. Clegg

9 2
A

3 6A

H L. Casey 6 2

MAY

P. Fa r re l l 9 1 4
6BARROW

13 Chorley

20 WORKINGTON

27 DONCASTER

H

P. Hor ton 5 3 1 4A

H
S. McMenemy 1

H

I. Sinfield 1
JUNE

G. Barber 3 1 2 83Gateshead

10 SWINTON

17 Whitehaven

24 Keighley

A

H
M. Ford 1 16

A

D. Guest 1 7
A

C. Farrell 4JULY 1 4 1

1 Hull KR A
D.Arnold 164 4

K. Mannion 24O l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s

TACKLE racism IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game

A N D R A C I S T C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

G. Dodd 1 1 4

L. Doran 2

K. Brennan 1
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if you^re not

satisfied with, your

hanh  ̂ convert

NEIL

GIBBISON
■B.D.S., V.U. Mane

The Royal Bank

liC of ScotlandDental

Surgeon For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager

on 0161 633 8460

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HY

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland

Tel 01457 872108
No. 90312

MoorsideSaddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform

Metal Products

Limited
Suppliers of Sports Equipment,

Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Del ivery Service
Available

STEEL FABRICATORS

ENGINEERS

Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT
Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

Telephone  0161  624  3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

Specialists in the oil, gas and
wa te r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re r s

of all types of process plants

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ■Visa ■Mastercard ●Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ●Amex
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Increase your performance
to an all time best

No matter what position you play, supplements can play akey role in your quest for increasing

your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power &strength.
Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle

tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,

your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting
general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during intense training and supporting your body's

recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over training

and injuries. More importantly you can expect adramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.

,»MW

VANILLA .iMi
STRAWBERRY CHOCOLATE

<^YCLONlliUBO^/^l
a f«o« WKX to> IThe Ultimate 'All In One* Formula '

i
-i :

OFPROTEm ̂ the CHOICE OF CHAMPIO
ewM Mm ^

l A M P t O N S C l

MM

MUSCU
USOE

VIPERIw
PLUS-500 9'^9

● ● fl y s e o r «

●tmm*■’5«l

i064g/l^ «««

a.

I
www.maximuscle.i

MAXIMUSCLE
S p o r t s n u t r i t i o n a t i t s b e s t

Contact Maximuscle today for your

FREE 96 page colour catalogue...

Maximuscle Limited:

40 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park
Watford

WD18 8JZ

Tei : 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 229339

Visit the best nutrition site on the web:

www.maximuscle.com

fj
ff

‘IOC allowed’ guarantee
All Maximuscle ‘IOC allowed’

supplements are tested to ensure they

do not contain any banned substances.

Using Maximuscle supplements correctly

and as instructed, will not result in a

positive reading. Proof can be provided

for all athletes, coaches, etc...

B;



HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

U K O f fi c e :

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: anllox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Sequel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

+1 831 462 3583

I-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Fax:

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.
Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House.Schofield Street. Oldham.OL8 1QL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goodwin

\BESTi

J miiBAi
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

ALTOGETHER

AGREAT
P L A C E T O

18 Yorkshire Street Oldham

Tel : 0161 620 7847
i

flJ
5

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and

part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 0800 269 480.
OLDHAM

COLLEGE
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W h a t e v e r y o u r s p e r t

●pVo p r o t e c t s
sport can be tough. Injuries happen. So trust

roSport to help prevent i dtreat sprains, strains,

damaged muscles, tendons id ligaments.

Revolutionary ;w ProSpor t Max g ives opt imun

support with the added comfort of CoolMax to

keep you dry and comfortable when the hea

Toge the r w i th war ng ProSport SupaTherm and

ProSpi r t E last icated, there ’s acomplete

choice of supports t sporting needs.meet all yi

Whatever your sport, ProSport protects. qxp

PioSpoit and SupaTherm Trade Moths of Ihe SSL group. CoolMax is aTrade Work of DuPonl. From all good sports shops ond pharmocies including: allrsports, First Sport, Inlersport, Boots, Uoyds &Moss.



O l d h a m - a

leading player
at the heart of

the North West
Take alook around the Oldham of the 21st century

and you won't fail to be impressed with what’s been

achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to

ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place

at the hub of the North West region.Oldham Broadway Business Park

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into amodern and

vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like

Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Flill and Flathershaw,

and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An

exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking

shape; new industry, new investment and more

tourists are coming to the Borough and astate-

of-the-art Business Management School is now

open.

Road (S &W)

A663 Oldham.(M67)
M'cr city centre Chester
Chadderton Birmingham

M60

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway

network and now also benefits from the new M60

orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,
and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station

has opened this year. The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham adesirable

place to live, work and visit -its reputation for hard work,

commitment and down to earth friendliness are just some of
them.

Bi/r

Put them all together and they make Oldham aleading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any

of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO

Box 160, C iv ic Cent re , West St reet , O ldham OLl lUG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,

ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk

or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

O L D H A M D O D O
Town Centre Shopping Metropolitan Borough O
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OLDHAM GATESHEAD THUNDER
Coach: Mike FORD Coach: Andy KELLY

LUM a r k S I B S O N

Dean CROSS

Anthony GIBBONS

David GIBBONS

Pat RICH

Gareth BARBER

Neil RODEN

Andy PROCTOR

John HOUGH

Leo CASEY

Phil FARRELL

Ian SINFIELD

Kevin MANNION

Darrell DEROSE

Andy FIELD

Darren SIMPSON

Steve HALL

Leon WILLIAMSON

Carl BRIGGS

Paul THORMAN

Paul LISTER

Martin GAMBLES

Richard MERVIL

J i m C A R LT O N

C h r i s P A R K E R

Steve RUTHERFORD
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&4lMike FORD

Jason CLEGG

Paul NORTON

Danny GUEST

TODAY'S

PAUL TAYLOR

Paul SEBINE

Lee GARSIDE

Matty ROBERTS

Gareth BARRON
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