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With Christopher Hamilton
WELCOME BACK to Boundary Park after athril l ing game against

Swinton last Monday. To be 18 points down and still win the

game typifies the tremendous spirit within the side. Most of you

will be aware that the players set out to win all of their games in

April and to win the last of five in such fashion was just reward

for all the work they have put in on and off the field.
Today we play the first of seven games in May against aYork

side who have suffered aserious dip in form based against their

playing exploits of the last couple of seasons. We welcome all

the officials, players and spectators of “The Wasps”, for what

wil l st i l l , undoubtedly be, atough game.

Your support over the last few games has reached another
level and Ihope that you will continue to be as vocal as you can.

We are now starting upon one of the most important parts of the

season , where , due pu re l y to the number o f ma tches be ing

played, the teams who will be in contention at the end of the
season will come to the fore. Ihave no doubt that, even at this

stage, most of you will have been surprised at the progress the club has made, on the field, this
season. Myself, the Board, the coaching staff and the players all firmly believe that we are

capable of doing better. This will be our goal for the remainder of the season. We have recently

launched the first of aseries of initiatives aimed at increasing attendances and if you can

encourage friends, family, acquaintances to come and see what is on offer at our games the

whole progress of the club will be accelerated.

Finally, our new Academy team squad has been increasing in number at each training session
and we are expecting to be playing our first game at the end of this week. This will be the latest

in aseries of exciting developments for the club and is intended to send out an important

message with regards to the future of Oldham RLFC. If you can please try to get along to the game
to cheer on Mark Knight and the players who will all be aged 16-18 as they set out on the path

to what, hopefully, will be acareer in Rugby League. Enjoy the game.
C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
STATISTICS Eddie Barton

PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(sponsored by j. W. Lees, Brewers)

Joe Ferguson 1899-23,

Alan Davies 1950-62, Bernard Ganley 1950-61,

John Etty 1954-59, Derek Turner 1955-59,
Bob Irving 1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart Hardacre,
Sean Whitehead

COMMERCIAL MANAGER Scott Claber

HEAD COACH Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson

ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Walker

FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CloUgh

KiTMAN Neil Haughton
TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Phil Kershaw

CLUB DENTIST Neil Gibbison

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.
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FQBILFQCUS1 .With Mike Ford

Hdydn Wdlkcr’S D i v i s i on Round Up

05r0
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AS you will know by
now the players had a
h e a r t t o h e a r t a f t e r t h e

defeat at Featherstone

a n d s e t t h e m s e l v e s a

goal of 5wins f rom 5.

To help achieve this we

all agreed to do an

e x t r a n i g h t ’ s t r a i n i n g
a n d t h e h a r d w o r k c a n

now be seen to have

paid dividends. The

p l a y e r s w i l l n o w b e

meeting again to set a

new target, if not for

the whole of May, at

least for the next few games. But you can be
sure that our first objective is atop 8finish and

aplay-off place.

The Easter games were two humdingers,
although Ifelt we were always in control at
Rochdale and were the better side on the day. If
anything we could have won more easily.

Swinton was another matter and we had to dig
deep to win. Ithought we played ‘Bank Holiday'

football in the first half and had to emphasise
h o w f a r w e h a d c o m e a n d w h a t w e n e e d e d t o d o

to preserve our record at half-time. We defended

much better in the second period, but even after

equalising the scores at 22-22 we had to come

back to level again at 28-28 and then go on to

win, which takes alot of doing.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y I p i c k e d u p a n i n j u r y - a

broken Jaw -when making atackle at Rochdale

so like the rest of the injured players Iwill have

to be patient to get back. All the players who
have been out have been fantastic: no-one has

moaned or complained, they’ve Just got on with

it and supported the players who have turned
out.

We are working hard to win support, with

par t i cu la r emphas is on schoo l v i s i t s , bu t we

realise people have alot of other things they
can do t hese days and a re g ra te fu l f o r t he

enthusiasm and support of our regulars.
Finally, we never, ever, let League placings

affect our Judgement and will be taking York
Wasps very seriously today.

Enjoy the game.
Mike

THE ALLIANCE team put in our most disappointing performance of

Xsthe season last week going down heavily 36-14 at home to Leigh. It

II was our first home defeat of the season, but it was the manner in
a.. %

^which we lost that was of most concern.
Fans who attend our games will know that our discipline has

; been fantastic all season, seventy minutes without conceding a

■L penalty against Rochdale being aprime example. Last Thursday our
discipline resembled that of apub team. To be fair to the players

they have all held their hands up and accepted responsibility for the

poor performance, and the attitude at training since has been superb and Ihave no

doubt that by the time you read this column we will have beaten league leaders

Hunslet and put the Leigh game firmly behind us.

On apositive note Iwas very pleased in the Leigh

game with the performances of Adie Meade and Craig

Milner. Since his return from aloan spell at Lancashire

Lynx Adie has been excellent, while Craig has adapted

well to playing out of position and put in atremendous

defensive stint last Thursday.

Alliance First Division

PWDLFADPTS

12100 2288 256 32 20

gs 138 05408 206 202 16
R o v e r s 1 2 7 0 5 3 3 9 2 7 9 6 0 1 4

Hunslet Hawks

Widnes Vikin

Featherstone

Whitehaven Warr iors 107 03274 218 56 14

Leigh Centurions 136 16330 302 28 13

Oldham

Batley Buiidogs
Workington Town 114 0 7 268 223 45 8

Keighiey Cougars 114 0 7 264 296 -32 8
Rochdale Hornets 9 4 0 5 152 232 -80 8

Barrow BRaiders 133 0 10227 473-246 6

126 06233 239 -6 12

124 17193 252 -59 9
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand tdes and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 785 0813

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y

LIMITED
REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders
would like to wish

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000

Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est

Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
Beever Street, Oldham OLl STD

Te l ; 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

Fax:0161-628 9949

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Puncture Repairs ,/'
Wheel Balancing A[i
Tracking
Shockers

Servicing

Clutches

[Brakes

'Welding
jM.O.T. Repairs
'Exhausts

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

(D



DRONSFIELDS RYDER^
DUTTONMERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
D O B C R O S S O L D H A M O L 3 S R B

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717

FAX: 01457 -871940

ESTATE AGENTS

VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional

approach

to any property
matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL1HA

Tel . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
Best Wishes

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 11.00 -5.30 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
0161 633 0074
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li\ V-it' Fac-i
W H E N C H A I R M A N C h r i s H a m i l t o n a n d

Coach Mike Ford decided to bring Shayne

McMenemy back to England following his

‘sacking’ by Rochdale Hornets they made an

i nsp i red dec is ion . A f te r the Aus t ra l ian ’s two

barn storming performances over Easter,

together with his previous good form, we can

s e e t h a t a t l a s t , a f t e r s o m e d i s a s t r o u s

flirtat ions with Aussie players, albeit the

product of injury and il l- luck, rather than poor

decision making, Oldham are getting value for

their investment. On current form Shayne is as

good aforward as any in N.F.P. Let’s hope he

stays injury free and helps Oldham to ahigh

placing in this year ’s championship.

Meanwh i le , O ldham’s cu r ren t success fu l

run will be sorely tested this month with some

top class fixtures, both home and away, pi led

one upon the other. The consolation, of course,

is that all the challengers for leading positions

face the same problem so, hopeful ly, Oldham

will fare no worse than anyone else. And of

c o u r s e , t h e o l d a d a g e ‘ s u c c e s s b r e e d s

success’ could work in the team’s favour, as

c o n fi d e n c e b u i l d s o n t h e b a c k o f a n e x c e l l e n t

r u n . W h a t s t a n d s o u t a b o u t t h e r e c e n t r u n i s

that adversi ty has been turned to advantage:

when injuries first struck things did not look at

all bright, but the arrival of McMenemy,

together with the excellent Neil Roden and Phil

F a r r e l l , h a s p r o v i d e d a s t r e n g t h i n d e p t h

previously lacking. What’s more the club can

n o w b o a s t a s e t t l e d s i d e a n d t h e b e n e fi t s a r e

there for al l to see. Whatever soul searching

went on after the Featherstone debacle it quite

clearly had the desired effect. Whi le there is

s t i l l a long way to go recen t resu l ts sugges t

that, if nothing else, Oldham are ateam to be

reckoned with. Now all that is required is for

rugby league fans in the town to turn out in

numbers to g i ve the team the back ing they
deserve.

Adrian Morley after 2minutes in last year’s

Leeds vSt. Helens fixture. If Greg McCallum

has directed that players should be kept on the

field to ensure a‘fair ’ 13 x13 game it is t ime

to think again. If any player is ‘fouled off’ the
opponent responsible

■ should be dismissed.

IOtherwise ahead tackle

Ishould be punished by a
Isin bin: to use the sin

b i n o n l y f o r t e c h n i c a l
o f f e n c e s i s r i d i c u l o u s . A

player

Ioffending should be
Isuspended. Funny isn’t
Iit that when Iwatched

Ian Australian game a
*player guilty of ahead

s h o t w a s i n s t a n t l y
dismissed?

Another Anglo-Australian discrepancy is
the 20 metre tap to re-start. Here, we have to

wait for the defending side to get back 10
m e t r e s , w h i l e i n A u s t r a l i a a t e a m t h a t c a n

organise aquick re-start is allowed to proceed.

Since we are trying to speed up the game, why

are we not using the Australian interpretation?

Hull K.R. in their heyday were masters of the

quick re-start and the game was all the better

for i t . I f we can take quick tap penalt ies we

should also be able to have quick re-starts.

Finally the video ref.

I t ’ s n o w o n d e r I a n

protested

f

persistently

.4

Greg McCallum

Millward

a b o u t t h i s a f t e r t h e

S a i n t s V W i g a n g a m e .

I t ’s abso lu te ly c razy to

go back through the
tackle count and to hear

"f

/

a r e f e r e e s a y “ i n m y

opinion” such and such

happened. If that was

the case why did he not

blow up? And if the
video ref. can rule on a

knock-on, why on earth can he not rule on a

f o r w a r d p a s s ? T h e v i d e o r e f e r e e i s a g r e a t

idea, but le t ’s i ron out the anomal ies before

we degenerate into farce.

\^On the wider R.L. stage one or two issues

remain content ious. As Iwatch Super League

on T.V. Iam constantly struck by the number of

high shots which go unpunished. Referees are

resort ing to ‘on report ’ decis ions rather than

send ing o f f o r s i n -b inn ing p laye rs and I can

only think this is areaction to the dismissal of

Ian Millward
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E V E R Y O N E AT O l d h a m R L F C c a n t a k e a b o w f o r

achieving five wins out of five matches in April.

Victories don’t come easy in the Northern

Ford Premiership and to record back-to-back

wins against Sheffield Eagles (away), Fiunslet

F i a w k s ( h o m e ) , B a t l e y B u l l d o g s ( a w a y ) ,

Rochda le F lornets (away) and Swin ton L ions

( h o m e ) s a y s a l o t a b o u t t h e s q u a d ' s m e n t a l

toughness and physical levels of endurance.

T h e E a s t e r w e e k e n d w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y

demanding -first aderby clash at Spotland

against aRochdale side which not only

inc luded s ix former Roughyeds in i ts s tar t ing

line-up, but went into the game full of

confidence after whipping Featherstone Rovers

on home soil seven days earlier.

In truth, the Roughyeds total ly dominated

t h e g a m e , i n w h i c h t h e y h a d e n o u g h

possession and enough terr i tor ia l author i ty to

have won far more comfortably than 13-12.

T h e s c o r e d i d n ' t r e fl e c t O l d h a m ’ s c o n t r o l

of the game or the. fact that, until the dying

seconds, Flornets had scored only one try and

t h a t w a s t h e r e s u l t o f a s h o r t k i c k c l o s e t o t h e

Idon't want to overstate ^
my case by claiming that

McMenemy is in the same

c l a s s a s L i n d n e r - o n e o f

his country's al l- t ime greats

-but Icould see certain

s i m i l a r i t i e s i n t h e m a n n e r i n \

w h i c h M . c M e n e m y c o n d u c t e d

himself in apotentially explosive atmosphere

at Spotland.

O n c u r r e n t f o r m h e i s e a s i l y t h e b e s t

overseas player to have worn aRoughyeds

jersey and he also ranks high among his fellow

countrymen who played at Watersheddings for
the Bears.

He is making tries, scoring them, taking

the ball up relentlessly, doing his tackling and

all the time retaining the composure and the

cool head to weigh up agiven situation and

take the lead in decision making.

His field goal at Rochdale was acase in

point: so, too, was his chip to the line against

S w i n t o n w h i c h f a i l e d t o p r o d u c e a t r y b u t

n e v e r t h e l e s s s h o w e d t h a t t h e A u s s i e c a n t h i n k

o n h i s f e e t .

And have you spotted that he is now

starting to take the drop-out when Oldham

have to kick from under their own posts?

In his short stay with the Roughyeds, the

former Western Suburbs man has proved he is

a m u l t i - t a l e n t e d f o o t b a l l e r w i t h t h e s k i l l s t o

m a k e a r e a l n a m e f o r h i m s e l f o v e r t h e

r e m a i n d e r o f t h e s e a s o n .

I f h e c a n m a i n t a i n h i s c u r r e n t f o r m

O l d h a m f a n s w i l l s o o n b e t a l k i n g o f

McMenemy in the same breath as Lindner, the

Liddiards, Paul Taylor, Gary Warnecke or Mai

Graham, all of whom came to town from aland

Down Under and contributed agreat deal to

the Oldham Rugby story.

If the players can show the enthusiasm
a n d r e s i l i e n c e w h i c h w e r e h a l l m a r k s o f t h e i r

Apr i l per formances they wi l l be wel l on the i r

way to cementing aplace in the top-eight, if

not the top five or six.

r

line by hooker Darren Robinson.

For O ldham, Dav id

G i b b o n s k i c k e d H o r n e t s

to death and produced

three spot-on 40-20

t o u c h fi n d e r s w h i c h

made an invaluable

contribution.

The entire pack

worked hard, but none

harder more

e f f e c t i v e l y t h a n A u s s i e

s e c o n d - r o w e r S h a y n e

McMenemy,

followed up on Easter

Monday w i th another r ip - roar ing per fo rmance

against Swinton Lions at Boundary Park.

M c M e n e m y w a s a n o u t s t a n d i n g m a n o f

the match on both occasions, producing

per fo rmances wh ich , in some ways, took my

mind back to the Watersheddings days of Bob

Lindner.

or

> ■

whoDavid Gibbons

R o g e r H a l s t e a d
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IVeVe Cured
Headaches for

THE ROUGHYEDS

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTSManufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

^PLATT&HILL,
nmMMMiBMMsami 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

Tet. 0161 621 4400 ●Fax: 0161 621 4408

cl.Kre>nie./e /

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport



Moorside
Metal Products

Limited

if you^re not

satisfied with your

hanh  ̂ convert

STEEL FABRICATORS

ENGINEERS

Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

The Royal Bank

of Scotland

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

Telephone  0161  624  3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

Specialists in the oil, gas and
wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
ScotlandRegistered in No. 90312

APilgrim
▼ I t s i T E R I M A T I O M A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E
www.pilgrim-international.co.uk

Tel : 0161 624 8005 Fax: 0161 626 4945



LIVING
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From the Pen of Michael Turner

RUGBY LEAGUE MILESTONES -Asummary of important Events

1945 -1950

Bradford Northern became the first club

to reach three successive Wembley finals.

T h e i r d e f e a t t o W i g a n i n 1 9 4 8 w a s
s a n d w i c h e d b e t w e e n v i c t o r i e s o v e r L e e d s i n

1 9 4 7 a n d H a l i f a x i n 1 9 4 9 .

T h e i m m e d i a t e P o s t Wa r p e r i o d w a s a

boom t ime for a l l spor ts and Rugby League

was no except ion, wi th massive crowds

turning up to cheer on their favourites. This

was in evidence in that 1949 Wembley final

w h e n a c r o w d o f o v e r 9 5 , 0 0 0 s e t a n e w

record for aRugby League match.

T H E R U G B Y L E A G U E C H A M P I O N S H I P

r e s u m e d a f t e r t h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r w i t h

Workington Town taking their place in the

competition. The Cumbrians won 16 of the

3 6 m a t c h e s t h e y p l a y e d i n t h a t fi r s t

campaign and, respectable as that was, they

would go on to much greater things in the

very near future.

I n t h e t w o c o u n t y c u p s B r a d f o r d
m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r W a r - t i m e f o r m t o t a k e t h e

Yo r k s h i r e C u p a n d W i d n e s w e r e t h e

somewhat surprise winners of the Lancashire

trophy with a7-3victory over Wigan in the

final at Warrington. However, the men from

Central Park would make amends by taking

the overall championship with a13 -4victory
o v e r H u d d e r s fi e l d a t M a i n e R o a d , T h e

achievement was made more remarkable by

the fact that four of their star players had

already departed with the 1946 touring party

to Austral ia. The cherry and whites also

reached the Challenge Cup Final but the day

belonged to Wakefield Tr in i ty and, most

notably, to captain Billy Stott who kicked the

deciding goal in the 13-12 victory in the last
f e w m i n u t e s o f t h e m a t c h a n d a l s o b e c a m e

the first winner of the now legendary “Lance

Todd Trophy”. This award, which goes to the

outstanding player in the final, is still one of

the highest personal honours aplayer can

receive in any form of rugby.

T h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d t o u r i s t s b e c a m e

k n o w n a t t h e ’ M n d o m i t a b l e s ” . T h i s n a m e w a s

taken from the Royal Navy ship on which they

travelled on the trip “Down Under”. The tour,

under the captaincy of Salford’s Gus Risman,
w a s a s u c c e s s i n s o m u c h a s t h e “ A s h e s ”

w e r e s e c u r e d a f t e r a d r a w a n d t w o v i c t o r i e s

in the series against the Aussies although
t h e o n e t e s t i n N e w Z e a l a n d w a s l o s t . T h e

Oldham club was represented on the tour by

the towering, Welsh secord row forward Doug

Phillips.

Douglas Phillips the oniy Oldham representative on the
1 9 4 6 t o u r t o A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d .



THE Easter fixtures were packed wi th good
footbaii and some cruciai resuits. Ali those

peopie who prefer to spend their time in B&Q

just don't know what they’re missing.
The two big resuits of Good Friday were

F e a t h e r s t o n e ’s d e f e a t o f H u i i K . R . , a n d W i d n e s ’

home win against Leigh, in the former game
Jamie Rooney won the batt ie of the scrum-

ha ives wi th Mark Hewi t t as 2 ,409 saw Fev

bounce back from defeat at Spotiand with big
performances from pack stars Danny Evans,
Maea David and Stuart Dickens. Meanwhiie

4,237 were at the Autoquest for the Vikings win
against the Centurions. The 59th minute

dismissai of Stuart Donlan for tripping, with the

s c o r e 1 4 - 8 i n W i d n e s f a v o u r, u n d o u b t e d l y
i n fl u e n c e d t h e o u t c o m e a s t h e h o m e s i d e w e n t

on to win 28-16 with big games coming from

Tommy Hodgkinson and Lee Hansen.
Dewsbu ry hung on t o t op spo t w i t h a

c o m f o r t a b l e 4 5 - 1 0 w i n a g a i n s t B a t l e y a n d

second placed Doncaster overwhelmed York by

70-8, stand off Craig Weston accounting for 26
points wi th 2tr ies and 9goals, and wingman
Steve Booth scoring ahat-trick.

Another hat-trick man was ex-Bramley three
q u a r t e r N e i l K i t e , w h o n o t c h e d t h r e e i n

Sheffie ld ’s 56-12 v ic tory aga ins t Lancash i re
L y n x . E q u a l l y c o n v i n c i n g w i n n e r s w e r e
W h i t e h a v e n , w h o r o u t e d C u m b r i a n r i v a l s B a r r o w

30-0 with prop Dean Vaughan in the thick of the
action.

but it was not enough to deny the Roughyeds
a n o t h e r h o m e w i n .

L a n c a s h i r e Ly n x f r i g h t e n e d W i d n e s b y

taking a14-0 lead but the Vikings fought back

led by Paul Mansson and Liam Jones, the latter

finishing with atry and 5goals, the former with

two tries in a30-14 victory.

Paul Mansson Of Widnes

B a r r o w m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r 1 0 0 % h o m e

record with asolid 38-10 defeat of

Feathers tone. For once Jamie Rooney was
outplayed, Barrow’s Darren Holt finishing with 7

goals and atry.

Doncaster’s 28-20 win at Batley took them

to the top of the table as Dewsbury went down

20-12 at Hull K.R. These results allowed Leigh,
4 2 - 1 0 w i n n e r s o v e r R o c h d a l e t o r e c l a i m s e c o n d

spot with Paul Wingfield scoring five goals and
a t r y. The Dragons and the Cen tu r i ons a re

s e p a r a t e d o n l y b y p o i n t s d i f f e r e n c e s o

Doncaster’s visit to Widnes yesterday was abig
game, with Leigh favourites to win at Hunslet.

In other games last week Workington won

the local derby with Whitehaven by 27-18, and

Keighley accounted for York 26-2.

B i g g a m e s t o d a y f e a t u r e D e w s b u r y v
Hornets, the home side expected to win, but

R o c h d a l e , a b e t t e r t e a m t h a n t h e i r l e a g u e

position suggests, one of only two sides to win

at Ram Stadium last year. Featherstone have a

tough test at home to Swinton, agame the

L i o n s m i g h t J u s t s h a d e a n d , p e r h a p s t h e
biggest game of all, Barrow’s ‘fortress Craven

Park’ will be tested by Hull K.R. My forecast: a
bold home win.

T h e o t h e r g a m e s w e r e a l l n a i i - b i t e r s .
Keighley won with the last move of the match

when Dean Hanger scored in the corner to send

Hunslet down by 24-23. Similarly, at Gigg Lane
Swinton second row Ian Pickavance scored in

the last minute to overturn Workington 38-34.
Not quite so close was Oldham’s 13-12 win at

Rochdale. Amagnificent display by ex-Hornet,

now Roughyed, Shayne McMenemy, capped by

what turned out to be the winning drop goal,
gave the visitors the points. Hornet’s score in

the last minute merely closing the gap rather
than threatening the lead.

On Easter Monday Oldham and Swinton
again turned in magnificent performances that

had the crowd on the edges of their seats. At
one stage of the first half Swinton led 18-0

after playing some sweeping width of the pitch

football. It would have been enough to
demoralise most teams, but Mike Ford’s

Oldham are made of stern stuff. With Shayne
McMenemy aga in l ead ing the way, O ldham
fought their way back with David Gibbons, Neil

Roden and Pat Rich on top form. For the Lions

Ian Watson and Tony Barrow were outstanding,

dD
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... York Wasps
ACTING coach Gary
A t k i n s h a d i n s t i l l e d

some extra pride into

the Wasps, who this

y e a r h a d b e e n b u t a
shadow of the team

which had performed

s o a d m i r a b l y i n 1 9 9 8
and 1999. Lower

revenues have seen the York p lay ing s ta f f

cut back and poor results culminated in the

departure of coach Dean Robinson. Despite

defeats at Workington (23-7) and at home to

Le igh (28-22) the c loseness o f the scores

h a d g i v e n g r o u n d s f o r o p t i m i s m .

Unfortunately the wheels came off on Good

Friday when Doncaster Dragons ran in 70

points against 8. Afurther defeat by Keighley

Cougars on Easter Monday (26-2) left the

Wasps anchored second from bottom of the

N.F.P. table. Despite this the Wasps wil l be

no pushover today as their tough pack wi l l

pose Oldham plenty of problems.

F u l l b a c k t o d a y w i l l b e c o n t e n d e d

between recent signing from Flull JOHN

McCRACKEN, a21 year old utility player and
DARREN CALLAGHAN, a fo rmer York Acorn

player and BARLA tourist.

I n t h e t h r e e - q u a r t e r s G r e a t B r i t a i n

s t u d e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l M A T T W O O D C O C K w i l l

take one wing spot and MAX RYCE the other.

In the injury absence of, arguably, York’s

best player SHAUN AUSTERFIELD, expect to

s e e t h e c e n t r e b e r t h s o c c u p i e d b y A N D Y

PRESTON, who is more used to ahalf back

role, and KEVIN GRAY, agoalkicking former

Hull K.R. and Hull F.C. player.

At stand-off wi l l be ei ther MARK CAIN,

Yo r k ’s 1 4 t r y l e a d i n g s c o r e r l a s t t e r m , o r

CRAIG ROBINSON, while scrum-half will be

GARETH DOBSON atricky play-maker on loan
f r o m C a s t l e f o r d .

I n t h e l a s t t w o y e a r s Yo r k ’ s g r e a t

strength has been apowerful pack. Although

f o r m e r O l d h a m p r o p C R A I G B O O T H h a s

recent ly moved to Featherstone, the Wasps

wi l l s t i l l boost afearsome pack of forwards.

21 year old MICK HAGAN will feature at No.

8 o r p o s s i b l y i n t h e s e c o n d r o w . E x -

C a s t l e f o r d m a n S T E V E H I L L i s t h e l i k e l y

No .10 , ap laye r no ted

f o r h i s p o w e r f u l

driving. Unhappily for

the Wasps another big
prop LEA TICHENER

has

appearances

restricted by injury. In

the middle long

serving hooker ALAN
P A L L I S T E R i s a r o b u s t

and troublesome No.9

w h o h a s p r o v e d a

h a n d f u l f o r O l d h a m

previously and wil l be

one to watch today.

In the back-row the three likely

i n c u m b e n t s a r e C H R I S J U D G E , A N D Y

PRECIOUS and PAUL DARLEY. Judge has

played in France and with Wakefield Trinity

and is astrong-running, try-scoring second
r o w . P R E C I O U S , m e a n w h i l e , w a s Yo r k

Supporters Player of the Year in 1999 and is

noted for an abil i ty to land drop goals. And

club captain Darley is an enthusiastic former

Castleford and Hull player.

Other York players to watch out for

inc lude CRAIG FORSYTH, recent ly returned

f r o m H e w o r t h f o r a s e c o n d s p e l l w i t h t h e

Wasps and son of ex-Oldham and York prop

Col in . Wingman LEROY McKENZIE i s

returning from injury and can be areal

danger. He is aformer Hull F.C. favourite.
Prop RICH HAYES returns to the Huntington

Stadium after aspel l at Hunslet, whi le ANDY

HILL is also areturnee after appearances in

1999 with Castleford and Huddersfield at

second-row. Finally others on the team sheet

r e c e n t l y h a v e b e e n c e n t r e A N D R E W

LAMBERT and LEE McTIGUE, together wi th

e x - C a s t l e f o r d A l l i a n c e P l a y e r o f t h e Ye a r,
s e c o n d - r o w e r S P E N C E R H A R G R AV E .

has his

F o r m e r O l d h a m a n d Y o r k

prop Craig Booth

CJD
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wi th John E t t y, A lan Dav ies , De rek Tu rne r

and Bernard Ganley representing the fifties.

T h e r e h a s s o f a r b e e n n o i n c l u s i o n o f a

p layer f rom the twent ies s ide bu t th is has

now been put to rights with the the inclusion

o f H E R M A N H I LTO N p e r h a p s t h e g r e a t e s t

eve r fo rward to pu l l on the red and wh i te

hoops! Alocal man Herman played ten

times for his country, scored two tries in the

ashes winning test whilst on the 1920 tour

a n d c a p t a i n e d t h e O l d h a m c l u b t o t h e i r

1924 Chal lenge Cup Final v ic tory over Hul l

K.R. Represented the Oldham c lub no less

than 253 occasions.

T h e fi f t i e s t e a m i s s t i l l f o n d l y

remembered by many older fans and i t was

therefore no surprise that an overwhelming

n u m b e r o f v o t e s w e n t t o a p l a y e r w h o

perhaps le f t the fans wi th the most las t ing

impress ion o f any p layer in l i v ing memory,

FRANK STIRRUP. Signed from Salford the

ball handling half back had so much skill he

was known throughout the sport as MR

FOOTBALL. His sleight of hand exchanges

Continued on page 21

CURRENT MEMBERS:-

Joe Ferguson 1899-23

A l a n D a v i e s 1 9 5 0 - 6 2

Bernard Gan ley 1950 -61

John Et ty 1954 -59

D e r e k T u r n e r 1 9 5 5 - 5 9

Bob Irving 1964 -74

M a r t i n M u r p h y 1 9 6 6 - 8 2

Andy Goodway 1979 -85 and 1993 -85

Many thanks to those many fans who, either

a s a r e s u l t o f t h e a r t i c l e a p p e a r i n g i n t h e

O l d h a m v D e w s b u r y m a t c h p r o g r a m m e , o r

Roger Halsteads Chronicle columns aired

t h e i r v i e w s a s t o w h i c h f o r m e r p l a y e r / s

s h o u l d b e f u r t h e r a d d e d t o t h e O L D H A M

HALL OF FAME. The response was

excellent.

Throughout i ts history the club has had

three golden periods, the turn of the

nineteenth century, when during aseventeen

year per iod, i t only once ended the season

outside the top six (winning acabinet of

t rophies along the way!) , the twent ies when

t h e s i d e a p p e a r e d i n f o u r c o n s e c u t i v e

Challenge Cup finals and the allstar team of

t h e fi f t i e s w h e n i t

won everything

EXCEPT the

Challenge Cup.

The current

HALL OF FAME

i n c l u d e s J o e

Ferguson who is

representative of

the period at the

turn of the

nineteenth centuryHerman Hilton Frank Stirrup leading out Oldham vAussies 1952

CM>
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Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
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Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Btttls'i

Piriiaub

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Parque

Santiago III

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranean

m
OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

a79 54 60

□ iRoyal
Garden

^BAKLEQaiNS

|w<tA
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Compoltela
Bar

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PUYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERJFEo
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Shayne McMenemy
heads up and showed great character

and put in aprofessional performance.

To be honest it was avery tough two

games and Ithink to be honest we were

abit flat at the start of the Swinton

g a m e , b u t a s I s a i d , w e s h o w e d a

professional attitude and came away

with the points.

And today’s game?

We should get two points, but we

d o n ' t t h i n k l i k e t h a t b e c a u s e t h a t ’ s h o w

you get into trouble. There are no easy

g a m e s i n t h e N . F. P. s o w e w i l l b e

preparing for the game very seriously

indeed.

May is going to be avery tough

month and when we have come through

it, hopefully we will have an idea of how

we stand re the play-offs.

W h e r e h a v e y o u v i s i t e d s o f a r i n

Engiand?

/have been to London which was

very good, last week Iwent to Blackpool,

Y o r k i v a s o k a n d I h a v e a l s o b e e n t o

Coventry (???).

Can you confirm David and Anthony’s

wind probiems?

Yes!!!

Agood Easter for us Shayne?

Yes. I t was agreat performance at

Spotland, there is so much r ivalry

between the two clubs that it was great

to come away with the two points.

Ilodge with Danny Sculthorpe and he

was perfectly ok about everything and

we are still best mates.

Against Swinton last Monday we

were 18-0 down and things did not look

too good. But at half time Fordy had a

good talk to us and we came out with our
D AV E R O B E R T S
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M o ‘ L u c k y ’ L i n d s a y v A . J . ‘ M a u l e r ’ M u r p h y

Murphy, having been denied the kind of
resources now being talked about, is stung. He
responds by huriing the traditionai half-time cup
of tea at his opponent but misses by amile.

Scoring: Lindsay 9’/^, Murphy 8V round five

Apparently undamaged, after atowelling
down, Murphy comes out of his corner,

Lancashire Cup in hand, taunting Lindsay with
Wigan’s first honour in adecade.

Nonplussed, “Lucky” backs onto the ropes,
spluttering weak defiance and looking to his
c o r n e r f o r a s s i s t a n c e .

ROUND ONE

Lindsay is first to the centre of the ring,

fixing Murphy with that contemptuous stare that
says you’re afive times loser not fit to run a
booze-up in abrewery.

Murphy, taken aback by the power of his
opponents glare, takes time to recover from the
assault before blasting back with aflood of
invective which catches Lindsay full in the ear.

Scoring: Lindsay Q'A, Murphy 9

Scoring: Lindsay 8, Murphy 9A
ROUND SIX

‘Mauler’ has the initiative now, but ‘Lucky’
is nothing if not resilient. He now reveals that
he will be taking over the running of the whole
of R.L., while Murphy can only counter with a
list of after-dinner speaking engagements.

Scoring: Lindsay 9A, Murphy 8'AROUND TWO

‘Lucky’ Lindsay is again first off his stool,
confronting Murphy with acharge of dereliction
of duty. This time the ‘Mauler’ is ready for him
and parries with aoutting blow, accusing
Lindsay of not knowing enough about R.L. to fill
the back of apostage stamp.

ROUND SEVEN

Lindsay moves in for the kill. He outlines
plans to save the whole of Rugby League by
negotiating adeal worth £87 million with News
Corporation. Murphy reels under the onslaught
b u t , a s e v e r, t h e ‘ M a u l e r ’ i s a t h i s m o s t

dangerous when it ’s backs to the wall.
Reaching, as in his playing days, into the depth
of his soul Murphy comes up with the ki l ler

blow, aright hook to the head leaving Lindsay
in acrumpled heap in the corner with ablack

eye.

Scoring: Lindsay 8'A, Murphy 9
ROUND THREE

‘ S e c o n d s o u t ’ a n d t h e ‘ M a u l e r ’ i s o n h i s

toes, dancing rings round his opponent with a
l i s t o f h i s w i n n e r s m e d a l s a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n

caps.

Momentarily Lindsay is lost for areply, but

‘Lucky’ eventually counters with his successes
o n t h e r a c e t r a c k b r i n g i n g h i m w e a l t h a n d

prestige.

RESULT

Murphy the winner by aknockout

STOP PRESS

D o n ’ t m i s s t h e n e x t b i g b o u t , a l i g h t
heavyweight contest,

Scoring: Lindsay 9, Murphy 9
ROUND FOUR

Lindsay starts to box clever outlining his

plans to make Wigan the greatest club in World
rugby by bringing in an Australian Coach and

top olass players.

‘Crusher' Caisley
versus

‘Tosser’ Tunicliffe.

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

iillii 0161-284 9000 1111^
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S a l e m H o r n e t s

The club has some way to go before emulating the
team which lifted the Oldham Championship ten years or

so ago. But they are certainly on the right lines, so If you

want to be part of an ambitious team, either on or off the
pitch, or would like to help out with sponsorship, no

matter how small, then contact Stephen Hughes on 628

3789. He would be delighted to speak to you.

THE AMATEUR season which is drawing to aclose has
been blighted by clubs failing to fulfil fixtures because of

ashortage of players. It is nice therefore, to report that a
l o c a l c l u b , S a l e m H o r n e t s , h a v e b u c k e d t h e t r e n d w i t h

around twenty-five players attending training sessions and
afull complement of players turning up virtually every
match, home or away.

Club secretary, baggage man and general organiser
Stephen Hughes admits that he does not know the secret
of Hornets' popularity but he went on to say, ‘We’re all
good mates. There’s rarely any trouble and if there is a
s l i g h t p r o b l e m t h e n e i t h e r m y s e l f o r c o a c h To n y
P e m b e r t o n i s a b l e t o s o r t i t o u t . We ’ r e n o t w o r l d b e a t e r s

but we enjoy playing and having afew pints afterwards.
T h e o t h e r w e e k w e w e r e a l l d e a d s i c k w h e n B l a c k b r o o k

called off the match. We would sooner have played and
lost instead of claiming the points.’

The place Salem Hornets visit to 'have afew pints
afterwards’ is Legends Bar in Lees not far from their
home base at Breeze Hill school where the team play its
home fixtures and trains each Tuesday and Thursday
evening. Welsh international hooker Martin Hall, aWorld

Club Championship winner with Wigan, is the owner of
Legends so it is no surprise that they are Salem’s main
sponsor. Apart from providing after match hospitality and
refreshments. Legends arrange kit laundering and are to
provide anew playing strip for next season. Other local
companies who have prov ided financ ia l ass is tance
i n c l u d e D & I G l a s s o f t h e O s b o r n e I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e , B u s k

Road and Red Rose Products o f S i lver St reet .

Aplaying kit is not the only new addition to Salem

Hornets next season if rumours circulating the amateur
game are to be believed. There is talk of acoach with
Super League experience Joining Hornets next term and at
least one player with similar pedigree joining the squad.
Should these ambitious signings come to fruition then

Salem could soon be moving up the North West Counties
League. They currently play in the Third Division but three
seasons ago they were up in Division One, An ageing
playing squad suffered consecutive relegation in 1997
a n d 1 9 9 8 b u t S a l e m ’s s l i d e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n a r r e s t e d

this season. Scrum half Tony Pemberton has done a

superb job coaching the side ably assisted by popular
loose forward Lee Robinson. John Eddleston skippers the
s i d e f r o m e i t h e r s t a n d - o f f o r c e n t r e b u t S a l e m ’ s fi n e s t

quality must be their terrific team spirit.

Don Yates

A L L I A N C E F I R S T D I V I S I O N F I X T U R E S 2 0 0 0

JANUARY

8th Whitehaven Warriors A W18-16

W42-2

L26-4

L16-4

ISth BARROW B.R.

22ncl Workington Town
27th Rochdale Hornets

H

A

A

FEBRUARY

3 r d F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S

26th Bat ley Bu l ldogs

MARCH

8th Widnes Vik ings
I4th KEIGHLEY COUGARS

2 3 r d R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

30th Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

W34-6

W18-11

H

A

L40-6

W34-12

W43-18

A

H

H

L 32-6A

10-245th Hunslet Hawks

BATLEY BULLDOGS

LEIGH CENTURIONS

HUNSLET HAWKS

A L

13th H P

H L14-3620th

27th H7.30

MAY

3rd Keighley Cougars
WHITEHAVEN W.

Barrow B. R.

WORKINGTON TOWN

Leigh Centurions

A7.30

H2.30

A2.30

H2.30

A7.30

I3th

20th

27th

31st

JUNE

ISth W I D N E S V I K I N G S H7.30

JULY

T O P F I V E P L A Y O F F

GRAND FINAL PLAY OFF FINAL

1st

22nd

CD



Continued

f rom page 14

w i t h h i s h a l f b a c k

p a r t n e r s b e c a m e

legendary

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s a n d

Introduction

proved to be the

turning point in the

f o r t u n e s o f t h e c l u b ,

F r a n k w a s t h e fi r s t

Oldham captain to get

h i s h a n d s o n a m a j o r

trophy for over twenty

years following the 1956 Lancashire Cup

final success against St. Helens. I f Iwas to

pick aside of Oldham all time greats Frank

would be captain!

Both will be officially Inaugurated into
T H E H A L L O F F A M E a t a c e l e b r a t i o n

evening to be held at the Clayton Arms at

the end of the season. (Exact date to be

confirmed) . Of course Frank wi l l appear In

person!

T h e O l d h a m c l u b h a s p r o d u c e d 8 5

Internationals plus characters galore. There

w i l l , I n t h e f u l l n e s s o f t i m e , b e f u r t h e r

players honoured by their inclusion Into THE

HALL OF FAME. The panel are conscious

that the twenties period is still only lightly

r e p r e s e n t e d c o m p a r e d t o t h e n u m b e r o f

players included from the fifties. The club at

t h e e n d o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a l s o

b o a s t e d t h r e e f u l l r u g b y u n i o n

internationals, Abe Ashworth (England),

David Gwynn and Bill McCutcheon (both

Wa les ) and su re l y one mus t be wo r thy o f

i n c l u s i o n . A n d w h a t o f A l e x G i w o n s ?

it is two years since Martin Murphy was

inaugurated and i t is now intended that in

the future the situation will be reviewed on

an annual basis.

at

his

Frank Stirrup at last seasons

ex-players gathering

Panel:

Mick Harrop, Michael Turner,

Brian Walker, David Whitehead.

Martin Murphy inaugurated into Hall of Fame. Left to right, Bernard Ganley, Matin Murphy, Alan Davies, Bob living
and John Etty.

dD



WINNAMDIS
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web^site
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commonsense.com

With Simon Winnard

magnificent success to date, ihave aiways

advocated development from grass roots level,

not the squandering of RL revenue on one-off

professional ventures for appearance’s sake

as has happened fa r t oo o f ten i n t he pas t .

S im i l a r l y, S tuden t RL has been ag rea t

success and has in t roduced many peop le to

our game at atruly national level.

Howeve r desp i t e t hese success s t o r i es ,

Rugby league’s farcical ‘expansion’ policy saw

the professional game reduce in numbers last

season! Allowing established RL communities

to perish surely tarnishes the very fabric of our

game. Seemingly, the loss of aBramley,

O l d h a m , S h e f fi e l d o r W o r k i n g t o n c a n b e

tolerated by Mr Caisley and company whilst

the financial support of St Albans, Crawley and

Hull FC is paramount.

If you made the trip to Mount Pleasant you
will have no doubt seen the diehard Bramley

faithful there to support the game of Rugby

League. RL can ill afford to turn it’s back on

i ts own in an at tempt to gain universal

popularity. Let’s hope that they make aspeedy

return next season...it could have so easily

been us!

ONE OF the most pleasing aspects of this

season has been the rev i ta l ised youth pol icy

a t t h e c l u b . N o t s i n c e t h e c o l t s s i d e o f t h e l a t e

s e v e n t i e s h a v e w e t r u l y i n v e s t e d a n d

deve loped ou r own ta len t . W i th the l i kes o f

Haydn Walker and now Mark Knight at the

helm, we have knowledgeable access to the

best young talent around. It’s also great to

see that local lads are not being overlooked

and be t te r re la t i onsh ips w i th the p rospe r ing

local amateur game are being fostered.

T h e r e a r e m a n y t a l e n t e d y o u n g s t e r s

around (particularly in Super League) whose

fi r s t t e a m o p p o r t u n i t i e s h a v e b e e n l i m i t e d ,

largely by the plethora of imports into our

game. Having performed admirably in the ‘A’

team, Fordy has not been afraid to offer first

team outings to some of these youngsters and

those oppor tun i t ies a re thorough ly we l l

deserved -regardless of age. The inclusion of

players such as Roden, Farrell, Doran and

Dodd has no t on l y seen the ove ra l l p lay ing

standing of the squad improve, but also given

these young professionals achance to really
k i c k s t a r t t h e i r c a r e e r s .

G e n u i n e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r a g r e a t

incentive for these youngsters to not only sign

f o r ou r c lub , bu t hav ing done so then work

hard knowing that the rewards are there for
t h e m . T h i s o f c o u r s e s h o w s t h e t r u e v a l u e o f

having areserve side, and the formation of

t h e A c a d e m y s i d e r e p r e s e n t s y e t a n o t h e r

m i l e s t o n e r e a c h e d i n t h e c l u b s e a r l y

development -ahuge step in the right

direction.

As we welcome our visitors from York, we

c a n r e fl e c t o n a n e x c e l l e n t s e r i e s o f r e s u l t s

throughout April. Following the disastrous

defeat at Featherstone, the lads were called in

for extra training and set atarget of five wins

from five. They responded magnificent ly,

culminating in last weekend’s superb fight

back against Swinton. Recent additions have

provided abetter balance to the side and the

never say die spirit on display week in, week

out is simply second to none.

In what has proved to be asupremely

competitive NFP this season, recent results

have shown that anybody finishing in aplay off

spot is more than capable of going all the way

to the Grand Final. It’s exciting, exhilarating

and it’s great to be apart of, so let’s really

get behind the Roughyeds and let batt le
commence

It is disappointing that SL clubs can see

fit to commit to along term investment in the

S u m m e r C o n f e r e n c e b u t s i m p l y i g n o r e t h e

plight of Rugby League Communities closer to

home. Wh i l s t I rema in acu te l y aware o f RL’s

wish to become atruly national game, surely a

priority must be to ensure that the foundations

are secure before we start building the

extension?... apparently not.

P l e a s e d o n ’ t m i s u n d e r s t a n d m e h e r e a s I

d o f e e l t h a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e h a s b e e n a

CD



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &. Safety Audits.
Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House,Schofield Street. Oldham,0L8 1Ql

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goodwin

BESI

O
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

IfiPSffor Ford
ISaddleworth

in

M ●N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairs

KGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season H/Id<DyRdbl2C?

JESCORT
Rick Whyman Ltd.

U

BLAINEY’S

BAKERS I
I .SADDLEWORTH

MOTOR COHigh Class Bakers and
Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham

Tel : 0161 -624-7391

I HIGH STREET,■

^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM R

01457 872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

THE THE
Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

O l d h a m R L F C e v e r y s u c c e s s i n 1 9 9 9
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Ret i ro St reet , Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEE BEE
Founded 19M Founded 1914

\ f a m i l y fi n a n c e Ifamily finance

nKi 0

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and

part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 0800 269 480.

THK

OLDHAM

colle(;e



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0161 -339 6140

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 AMHAMH

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

Pumps A
Established 1947

P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 ●F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

OLDHAM As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed delivery

and unrivalled technical

expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2000

O)



rw^..
V

m
Craig Barker

Gaskell &Co Estate Agents

Oldham &Uppermill
Tel : 0161 620 1427 or

01457 870557

David Gibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard SCo.
Accountants

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Chris Nayior

John Willie Lees

Brewery

JCl-'’

L

Keith Brennan

Lansdowne Roofing

Supplies Ltd.
Tel : 0161 626 0896

Danny Guest

Frank Royales

Window Cleaning
Services

Shayne McMenemy

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

Tel : 01706 842416

●caifiCSIJ

Mark Campbeil

Saddleworth Sports
and School Uniform

Majorie &Geoff Cooke

Joey Hayes

Broadhurst

Engineering Ltd

Andy Proctor

Ricbrad Roofing
Tel : 01457 832000

Pat Rich

George Barlow
& S o n s L t d

Tel : 0161 624 4301

C h r i s H o i i a n d

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Leo Casey

M e d l o c k L t d

John Hough

Platt &Hill Ltd

Foam &Fibre Filling
Tel : 0161 621 4400

Wes Rogers

MacFarlane

Merchanting Limited

Stalybridge

Jason Ciegg

Celebrate Caterers

Tel : 0161 624 3619

Gavin Dodd

Al Zabiela

ALZ Gym

0161 626 5577

Warren Druggitt

H a l l N e e d h a m A s s

Architects

Tel : 0161 624 4445

Greame Shaw

John Willie Lees

Brewery

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
Domino

Engineering Ltd

Pe te r Fe r r i s

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Joe McNichoias

lain Taylor

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services

Tel : 0161 626 9175

Kevin Mannion

Lansdowne Trading
S e r v i c e s L t d

Tel : 0161 6261141

Ian Sinfieid

John Barrett

(Time keeper)

Mike Ford

Roughyed Times
Fanzine

Nathan Mariey

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Adrian Mead

M e d l o c k L t d

Anthony Gibbons

Venda Valet

M a c h i n e s L t d

Tel : 0161 633 3793

Warren Barrow

Alan Butterworth

Shaw Finance Company

A i e x P e e t

Castleton Gabriels

r-’
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AWAY MATCH TRAVEL

As mentioned previously the Club is organising

travel to away matches this season. We are

using Barlows Coaches and you can either book

direct ly through the Club on 0161 628 3677

between 9and 5pm Monday to Friday (or on

0161 627 2141 9 - l pm Sa tu rdays ) o r phone

Joyce Pilkington on 0161 665 3175. ‘Elite’ Club

Members receive extra discounts on away travel.

So there is no excuse for not being part of the

‘Roughyeds Barmy Army!’.

C L U B S H O P

As promised the new polo shirts have arrived at

the club shop and are priced at £12.99 and

£15.99. If you have time on your hands pop in

and have alook at our superb wall clocks!! They

are only £15.99 and are exceptional value. We

are also waiting for adelivery of leisure tops any

day now. Videos of all our games can also be

ordered at the shop for only £9.99.

Enjoy your Rugby.

C L U B C A L L

Awarm welcome to supporters of both clubs.

Well the Easter period certainly provided some

superb Rugby and two valuable victories. Both

games went down to the wire and Ido not think

anybody could complain about value for money.

The one th ing ido know is that these c lose
games are not doing my nerves any good!

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E

The Jackpot prize on our lottery this week is

£1500!! It only costs £1 aweek to be amember

of the ‘Yankee’ and YOU could win the big
Jackpot!! The lottery is avital fund raiser for the

club, so if you are not amember please consider

becoming one.

Whilst we are on the subject of the ‘Yankee’
we are always on the lookout for collectors and

in particular we are looking for acollector in the
Lees a rea . Anybody want ing fu r ther de ta i l s

please phone me on 0161 628 3677
Scott

‘Elite’ Club

Abig Thank You to all supporters who have joined our new membership scheme the ‘Elite’.
The ‘Elite’ is the only OFFICIAL Supporters Club. There is no deadline for joining the

‘Elite’and membership costs £15. There are numerous benefits to be had ... not least the fact
that YOU are helping YOUR Club.

F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s p l e a s e c o n t a c t : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s
sponsored by

Reddish

Demolition

Limited

the Workington game on
Fr iday 26th May Id id not

select amascot -If any

J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s a r e

going to the match and
would like to be mascot

t h e y n e e d t o p h o n e m e

before 14th May. Adraw
will be held to select the

winner.

I
y

HI to all the Junior Roughyeds.

W e l c o m e t o a n o t h e r B a n k H o l i d a y

Monday match. It won’t be the same as last

Monday when the Juniors enjoyed agreat
Jun ior Roughyeds meet ing in the Execut ive

Box and then enjoyed the match in style.
Thanks to the s ix players who at tended the

meeting (the walking wounded). The Juniors

wish you all aspeedy recovery.
T h e M a s c o t d r a w s w e r e h e l d f o r t h e n e x t

eight games, so congratulat ions to the
J u n i o r s w h o w e r e s e l e c t e d t o b e M a s c o t . F o r

George Ford
Mascot

today’s match Is George Ford. George Is 6

years old and his favourite player is Ziggy
(Mark Sibson).

G e o r g e p l a y s R u g b y f o r S a d d l e w o r t h

Range rs Unde r E igh t s . H i s dad M ike Fo rd

s a i d , “ H e ’ s s c o r e d 3 4 t r i e s a l r e a d y t h i s

s e a s o n . H e ’ s g o t t h e p a c e h i s d a d d i d n ’ t
have.’’.

The for

Have agreat day George.

Debra Rafferty

(D



Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform
NEIL

GIBBISON
Suppliers of Sports Equipment,

Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

B.D.S., V.U. Mane -

Dental

Surgeon ❖

Proprietors; Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

❖

Tel 01457 872108
E a . s y P a r k i n g ■Visa ■Mastercard ●Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ■Amex

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com



“...and that’s agreat ball

played out wide to the

wing...”

The Ni TEAM'©

H|| At GEORGE HILL
doit's never aTRYING

^experience. We
have all the products

you need to get the

right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

the Great ball

www.mitre.com

r n

y

AKHe >

I
a u t h o r ! t y . . .

Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

The

\i

m'JJ

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel : 0161 627 2020 Fax: 016 i633 2250

We’ re ready to be

of service to you...

. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,

A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :
-.

Call:

01706

712321www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON

since 1795SOLICITORS

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M Q L 1 1 H H

EMAIL@wrjgleyclaydo n.com

Tel 0161

DX23607 Oldham Fax 0161 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

6246811

A Q U A u r r » t K V K xA R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M

CD
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T H E D O N ’
On th is Day . , . 1,060 goals and scored

2,159 po in ts between

1954 and 1967, whilst

on the winger was Peter
F o s t e r w h o s e 1 6 7 t r i e s

between 1955 and

1 9 6 7 w a s a l s o a c l u b

r e c o r d . F u l l - b a c k i n t h a t

t e a m w a s W i l l i e

Flargreaves who made a
club record 449

a p p e a r a n c e s f o r Yo r k

between 1952 and

D o n Ya t e s l o o k s b a c k t o M a y 1 s t y e s t e r y e a r .

EXACTLY 85 years ago, on Saturday 1st May

1915, the Oldham club staged the finals of

the Challenge Cup competition when the

Fluddersfield Team of all Talents’ completed

aclean sweep of honours by defeating St.

Flelens 17-3 at Watersheddings. The margin

of victory in that final was the widest in the

history of the compet i t ion. That is unt i l

■twelve months ago, on 1st May 1999, when

Leeds defeated the London Broncos by 52

points to s ix teen.

O l d h a m w e r e t h e m s e l v e s i n v o l v e d i n t h e

Challenge Cup Final on Saturday 1st May

1926. Unfor tuna te ly tha t fina l ended in

defeat for the Roughyeds who were beaten

9-3 by Swinton. Winger Joe Corsi scored the

Oldham t ry wh i l s t fo r the L ions , Henry

B l e w e r s c o r e d a t r y w h i c h B e r t M o r r i s

improved and he also landed acouple of

penalties. That final, which was played at

Rochda le , was the fi rs t to be broadcast l i ve

over the radio. The Roughyeds had also

been beaten in afinal seventeen years

earlier, on Saturday 1st May 1909. On that

day Wigan beat Oldham 7-2 at Salford in the

Championship Final. Second row forward

Billy Jardine scored the Oldham try in a

m a t c h w h i c h w a s w a t c h e d b y a

disappointing attendance of 12,000. It was

the third consecutive Championship Final

involving the Roughyeds and they lost the lot

although they came back to appear in the

next two finals and gained revenge over

Wigan by beating them on both occasions.

Amatch of much less significance took

place on Friday 1st May 1959 when today’s
v i s i t o r s Y o r k e n t e r t a i n e d D o n c a s t e r i n t h e

final league match of the season. Included

in the York line-up that evening were four

players who currently hold club records for

t h e W a s p s . I n t h e s e c o n d r o w w a s B a s i l

Watts who won five caps for Great Britain

whilst with York, more than any other player.

At prop-forward was Vic Yorke who landed

%

V i c Yo r k e

1965. York won that [F ;
match against
D o n c a s t e r 1 3 - 7 w i t h

tries from Brian Smith,

Jeff Stevenson and, of

c o u r s e , P e t e r F o s t e r

plus acouple of goals
f r o m V i c Y o r k e .

%

●Hf-.
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Quite close to the

Ryedale Stadium is Elm

Park Way, the home of
the Heworth amateur

club who were founder

m e m b e r s o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e

L e a g u e . I t w a s o n t h i s d a y i n 1 9 9 1 ,

W e d n e s d a y 1 s t M a y , t h a t H e w o r t h

entertained Saddleworth Rangers in aFirst
Division match which the home side won 32-

8. Andy Mercer (2), Tony Carr, Andy Tindall
a n d D a v e R e e d s c o r e d t r i e s f o r H e w o r t h

with Tony Carr (4) and Neil Rennison landing

goals. Andy Tindall and Carl Deighton added

dropped goals. John Fleming and Tony Hurst

scored tries for the Rangers. Sixty per cent

of professional players begin their careers

with National Conference League clubs and

one such player joined Oldham on Sunday

1st May 1993. That player was hooker John

Clarke who was signed from East Leeds. He

made 87 appearances for the Roughyeds

and scored 11 tries before moving on to

Hunslet in January 1998. He now plays for

Batley.

Jeff Stevenson

(3D



Date Opponent Result Att

DECEMBER F-A

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18 1,204

27 ROCHDALE HORNETS W23-20 3,562

JANUARY

2Swinton Lions

9WHITEHAVEN W

16 Barrow B,R.

23 WORKINGTON T

FEBRUARY

6Doncaster Dragons

W23-18 2,567

W26-22 2,446

L19-16 1,618

W30-17 2,222 Associate Match

Amega Labels Ltd
Shaw Street, Oldham. OL1 3RR

0161 785 0813

L16-26 2,130

8 Wigan St. J(SCCC R3) W44-0 1,376

13 Rochbale H(SCCC R4) L14-30 2,168

20 Leigh Centurions

MARCH

5LANCASHIRE LYNX

12 Widnes Vikings

19 DEWSBURY RAMS

26 Featherstone Rovers

L10-28 2,410

W50-8 1,522

W20-31 3,300

L12-14 2,115

L26-61 2,071

APRIL

2Sheffield Eagles

9HUNSLET HAWKS

16 Bailey Bulldogs

21 Rochdale Hornets

24 SWINTON LIONS

W28-6 1,220

W44-18 1544

W28-16 805

W13-12 2288

W34-28 1908

MAY

Man Of The Match

Celebration Caterers

1 YORK WASPS

7Hull Kingston Rovers

10 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

14 Whitehaven Warriors

21 BARROW B.R.

26 Workington Town

29 OONCASTER ORAGONS H3,00

H3.00

A3.00

H7.30

A3.00

H3.00

A7.30

256, Manchester Road, Hollinwood,JUNE

4LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Lancashire Lynx

18 WIDNES VIKINGS

25 Dewsbury Rams

H3.00

Oldham. 0L9 7ELA3.00

H3.00

A3.00

0161 624 3619JULY

2FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H3.00

Oldham RLFC fully support the let’s
tackle racism in rugby league
campaign and welcomes all players
and spectators irrespective of their

ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no
place in our game and racist chants are

totally unacceptable. Allow everyone to
enjoy the game.

Important Notice

Boundary Park is fitted with an emergency alert system (Local FIigh Pitch, Two

Tone Signal). If you should hear the signal please pay attention to the
INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. ATEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE PRIOR TO EACH GAME,

TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE WORDS:
“ T h i s i s a t e s t o f t h e B o u n d a r y P a r k A l e r t S y s t e m ’ ’

®>



Oldham -Well placed for the

challenges of the New Millennium

The Council’s forward thinking approach,
commitment and act iv i t ies have resu l ted in a

massive regeneration and revitalisation programme

of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving
town cent re which has benefited f rom £100 mi l l ion

investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a

national award-winning multi million pound

regeneration scheme, development of anew cultural

quarter, anew business management school, a

town centre based leisure scheme including

multiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form

College, adiversity of industry, the planned

extension of the Metrolink tram system and much
more.

All this, together with Oldham’s reputation for

innovation, hard work and friendliness means that

the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the

challenges of the New Millennium.
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The Council is committed to continuing to serve the

local community and in helping Oldham maintain its

significant status in the North West Region.
O

f;

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,

including its regeneration programmes and policies

to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,

Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

i O L D H A M D o n n
iMetropolitan Borough D
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