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.o v ...With Christopher Hamilton

AFTER BEING written off as no hopers after our defeat at
Featherstone the lads responded in the right manner with a very
professional performance at Sheffield last week. We are in ninth
place and hopefully in a position to further strengthen our
challenge for a top eight play off spot come the end of the
season. Today we entertain Hunslet who show how success in
sport is so very short lived.

After celebrating a magnificent win in last seasons Grand
Final against Dewsbury they were denied a place in Super
League and subsequent events have proved that this is a blow
that is proving extremely difficult to recover from as players, fans
and officials bid to overcome their disappointment. If ever
people needed proof of why we should have automatic promotion
to Super League then surely the negative effect of the rejection
of Hunslet's Super League bid goes a long way to providing it.

Most of you will be aware that we are in the process of
launching an Academy team to compete this season. This is the
latest in a series of initiatives which the club has undertaken as part of our desire to plant firm
foundations for the future of Rugby League in Oldham. The Academy team will provide the next
cog in the conveyor belt of talent in Oldham that will hopefully assist in stopping the drain of talent
from the town to other clubs.

It represents a substantial outlay for us at a time when most clubs are looking to cut back
their expenditure but we see it as an important step forward and hope that you the spectators
will back it in every way possible.

| would also like to thank all of you for your support over the last few matches which is
becoming more and more vocal. | have said it many times before but it does make a difference
and myself and the players really appreciate it.

Enjoy the game,

Chris Hamilton

The Rouslyeds 38 The Rovglyeds

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OL1 1DJ
Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

cHalrRmAN  Christopher Hamilton statistics Eddie Barton
pIRecTORS Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart Hardacre, PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke
Sean Whitehead JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty
COMMERCIAL MANAGER Scott Claber cLue Honours A J Law Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000
HEAD coacH Mike Ford Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
ASSISTANT coAcH John Henderson HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
ALLIANCE coacH Haydn Walker (sponsorep By J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie Clough Joe Ferguson 1899-23,
wiTMAN  Neil Haughton Alan Davies 1950-62, Bernard Ganley 1950-61,
TIMEKEEPER John Barrett John Etty 1954-59, Derek Turner 1955-59,
cLus poctor Dr Phil Kershaw Bob Irving 1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
cLug DenTiST Neil Gibbison Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLoHAM RLFC (1997) Lro.

I WE WouLp LIKE To THANK THE QLD;AM EVENING CHRONICLE FOR THE Use OF PHOTOGRAPHY ]

€




WE WERE A LOT
happier this week
- | after our win at

| Sheffield when |
think you saw
something more like
| the real Oldham. We
can only apologise
for our poor showing
at Featherstone
which | realise was
a big let down for
you, the supporters.
In the following week we went back to
basics and re-assessed our goals and |
think our character and discipline put us
back on track. We were doubly pleased
because we achieved the result at
Sheffield despite injuries beginning to
bite. Keith Brennan, out for the season, is
a big loss but so too, hopefully for not as

long a time, are Chris Naylor, Danny
Guest, Wes Rogers, Kevin Mannion and
our inspirational captain Andy Proctor. In
these circumstances the arrival on loan of
Phil Farrell, whose work rate at Sheffield
was outstanding, and Neil Roden, who
has shown up well in the ‘A" team, is a
real boost.

As for today, Hunslet come to
Boundary Park on the back of a fine win
against Workington which really pleased
their Coach David Plange. The 1999
Champions have a lot of good players still
in their ranks like Sean Irwin, Richard
Pachniuk, Chris Ross, Jamie Leighton
etc., so we are not expecting them to be
pushovers. Stand by for a tight game and
get behind the lads as you always do.

Enjoy the game,

Mike

THE 43-18 win over Rochdale two weeks ago has been the highlight
of the season so far for the Alliance team. It wasn't so much the win,
but the way we won that was pleasing. Hornets, as anyone who was
at the game will know, came with six first teamers and a very
£ physical approach. Our discipline was fantastic and we did not
\.i concede a penalty until the seventieth minute. At 18-12 down at half
f time we turned round and ran in thirty one unanswered points. It was
one of those games that happens only rarely when every single
player was on the top of his form. lan Sinfield, Phillip Farrell, Lee
Doran, Chris Naylor, Simon Tillyer and Alex Peet demolished the Hornets pack. In
the backs Kevin Fitzpatrick, Gavin Dodd, Dave Harris and Neil Roden ran riot.

We came down to earth with a bump a week later at Featherstone with a below
par performance that saw us lose 32-6. We had chances to win the game scoring
first and squandering four top chances. Injuries to
Rogers, Guest, Naylor and Roden plus the slope in
Featherstone's favour in the second half saw the home

We are still pushing hard for a play off spot and
providing we continue to win at home we should make the

Alliance First Division
B W D L For Agst DEFTS
Wi 1T 0 4 5 s W
o 108 04 Mm%
lpcews 104 1 5 24 28 5 ¢ | Side deservedly beat us.
Batky 14 16 1882457 9
Whiehaven 7403 191185 8
WodngionTom 9 3 0 6 191 43 8
Keighiey Cougars 83 05 2022111 6
RochaleHomets 8 3 0 5 122 210 8 &
Barow BoderRaites 102 0 8165 3722 4 | top five.




Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

@

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9EF
Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

DEREK ANTHONY
LIMITED

SHEET METAL FABRICATORS/WELDERS
would like to wish

OLpHAM RLFC Every Succes For 2000

Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est
Derker St, Oldham OL1 3LY
Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

PERSONAL TYRES &
EXHAUSTS OLDHAM

BEeVER STREET, OLbHAM OL1 3TD
Tel: 0161- 624 2826 & 0161- 628 9949
Fax: 0161- 628 9949

Clutches

Puncture Repairs / 7 7
Brakes
Welding

Wheel Balancing |\ | | f

Tracking )

Shockers M.O.T. Repairs
Servicing Exhausts

Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

REDDISH
DEMOLITION
LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE
UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

Tel 0161 682 6660
Fax 0161 682 5252

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos
Removal Specialists

PROUD SPONSORS AND
SUPPORTERS OF
OLDHAM RLFC (1997)
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MERCEDES —— DUTTON
WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD, VAL Do A STk s
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB
TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717 Sl
FAX: 01457 - 871940 paoasied
professior;lal
y approac

New & Used Mercedes to arﬁ:nfagtrgfeny

Vehicles & Spares 7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &
Ashton-u-Lyne

LEVER’S}

FISH & CHIP Syg, —
RESTAURANT LANSDOWNE TRADING |

SERVICES LTD.

Best WISHES |

TO FLATS « CURTAINSIDERS AND
OLpHAM RLFC EXTENDERS
To ALL PARTS oF UK AND |
UNits 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL EuroPE
OLDHAM
? \
Mon-Sat 11.00 - 5.30 ‘4 LANSDOWNE R0AD - CHADDERTON - OLDHAM, OL9 9EF

TEL 0161 626 1141 - Fax 0161 628 7078 |
01 61 633 0074 MosILE 0976 937181 ‘
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“Disgraceful scenes”

“Ban them!”

“Tarnishes the name of the Hull club and
Rugby League in general”

“Never again must the game be subjected to
the irresponsible hooligan behaviour of a
mindless minority”

“We must ensure scenes like these are never
repeated”

Just some of the comments trotted out this
week following the pitch invasion at the end of last
week's Hull v Leeds Silk Cut Challenge Cup Semi-
Final.

Well, for the benefit of Red Hall and Rugby
League authorities everywhere, sorry but you're
behind the times. This WAS unacceptable scenes
being repeated by so called ‘fans’ of the Hull club.
So whatever measures - if - any - were taken
previously clearly did not work.

On Sunday 1st September 1996 | was at
Cougar Park, Keighley for the semifinal play-off
match of R.L. Division One between Keighley and
Hull. And guess what? There was a pitch invasion
and violent scenes involving Hull supporters after
their team had gone behind. And from my
observation that day not one Keighley fan did
anything untoward to contribute to a situation that
gave stewards and police enormous difficulty to
control. Exactly the same as occurred with Leeds
followers two weeks ago.

And what was the policy of the R.L. at the
time? Their favoured outcome was a Hull victory,
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because a city the size of Hull deserved a Super
League team. They were to be disappointed. But did
this do Keighley any good? Well, no actually. The
Cougars did not fit the grand plan: they were denied
their ‘place in the sun' a second time. Small town,
small ground you see, apparently un-like Castleford,
Halifax or Wakefield. Worse still, Keighley then had
to undertake expensive reconstruction work on
their ground to make it 'safe’, though quite how it
had been unsafe before, given any kind of normal
behaviour | do not know.

And the punishment meted out to Hull | hear
you ask? Well, it was so high profile that | am not
aware of any points lost, fines imposed,
compensation paid, reprimands issued, notices
published or fans banned for life!

| remember commenting at the time if this is
the club and the followers that R.L. wants in Super
League they are welcome to them! And now they
have them and are surprised at the outcome. No
wonder David Lloyd got exasperated with this lot.

And even then Super League had to step in
and bale out a failing club. And the cost?
Abandonment of an expansion area which had the
full and wholehearted backing of its local authority
and a kick in the teeth for all the new found
followers of the game. So what this time? A slap on
the wrist or something more because this game
was high profile and the incident seen on T.V.
thereby damaging the ‘image’ of the game?
Whatever it is, it won't be enough. In my view the
club should return lock, stock and barrel to
Gateshead. Now that would be positive action.
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HAVE OLDHAM acquired, in Haydn Walker,
another Brian Gartland?

Brian, who passed away 18 months ago,
was at his happiest when he was introducing
some young unknown to Watersheddings or
coaching the youngsters in the Colts team or
the reserve side.

With his scores of contacts at all levels of
the game in Lancashire, Brian spent nearly 20
years with the former Oldham club, to which he
devoted much of his life and for which he
signed on loads of lads from all over the
county.

In terms of length of service to an Oldham
club, Haydn is a comparative new-boy. Unlike
Brian, he isn't an Oldhamer, although for the
record it must be said that Brian was born in
St. Helens before adopting Oldham as his
home town when he married his Oldham born
wife Maureen many years ago.

There are, nevertheless, many similarities
in what Brian achieved for the Bears club and
what Haydn is now striving to do for the
Roughyeds.

A winger, Haydn has a vast knowledge of
the sport not only at amateur and youth level,
but also at the top echelons of the Students
game.

He has worked at youth level for the
Wigan, Rochdale and Hemel Hempstead clubs.
He also did development work for the
Hertfordshire club.

Over the years he has had a close
association at club and league levels in the
North-West Counties League, for whom he will
play a leading role on next year’s under 16s
tour or Australia in his capacity as team
manager.

In short, he knows the Lancashire rugby
league scene inside out and that's why he was
head hunted by Mike Ford when Mike took
over as Oldham player coach last Autumn.

Mike had spent all his career as a player,
at the top level and he needed, to fill a key
role on his staff, a man who had the grass-
roots of the sport at his finger tips.

In less than half a season at the club,
Walker has already build a reputation for
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recruiting players, so much so
that on most weekends
several are left kicking their
heels when the Alliance
team has been picked.

They won't all make the
grade, but some have already

been signed on pro contracts, like

Gavin Dodd and Lee Doran, and others such
as David Harris and Wayne Gittens have been
signed on loan from Warrington and given an
opportunity to take their careers on a different
route.

It was partially
due to the success
of the Alliance team
this season, and
Haydn's recruitment

record, that the
board took the
decision, in con-

sultation with Ford
and Walker, to start
an Academy team
as quickly as

possible.
In 1998 the
Gavin Dodd newly formed

Oldham club had
ONE team. In 1999 it had TWO teams. There
is every chance that, in 2000, it will have
THREE teams and that can only be regarded
as terrific progress by an emerging club that
has never lacked ambition, not even in those
depressing days of last season when, to all
but the club’s inner circle, there seemed to be
little light at the end of a long dark tunnel.

A year on from there, the first team is
more than holding its own in the Northern Ford
Premiership, the Alliance side was fourth in its
division before it took on leaders Hunslet away
from home on Wednesday and the Academy
team is expected to be up and running within a
month.

However you look at it, that's progress.

Roger Halstead
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HEADACHES FOR

THE ROUGHYEDS

X __J‘ Manufacturers
IR, Bar of upholstery
“ s fillings for over
A S a century, Platt
7o &Hilmake
Cordfiiad b foam and fibre
57 i 47 fillings of the
o A Vet highest quality
£ Vi Wy right here in
Oldham.
Platt & Hill

ORI AN BRI INGS)

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

Oldham OL8 2LZ

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

Adamsons

— CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone
0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS +
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the daily choice

for local News

1 Sport

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk




If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank., convert

Y¥¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

Moorside

Metal Products
Limited

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS

Highfield Street
Oldham, OL9 6DT

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and
water industries. Manufacturers
of all types of processs plants

¢ Piigrim

INTERNATIONAL

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
Power and Marine industries Worldwide

ENGINEERING THE FUTURE

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk

Tel:

0161 624 8005 Fax:

0161 626 4945

Coppice, Oldham!. Lb sz

sjo8jiyole

Tel: 0161 624 4445
Fax: 0161 633 6570
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THE beginning of the 1930s saw Swinton
again champions in the 1930/31 season, a
feat they repeated in 1934/35. However,
sandwiched in-between these successes was
a defeat to local rivals Salford in the final of
1932/33. The prominence of the
‘Manchester’ clubs at this period of time was
reflected in the 1932 touring party which
contained four players from Swinton (Butters,
Hodgson, Wright and B. Evans) and likewise
four ‘Red Devils' (Feetham, Hudson, Williams
and Risman). Under the captaincy of Wigan's
Jim Sullivan, the tourists won the Ashes two
tests to one and followed this up with a clean
sweep of all eight matches in New Zealand.

In 1933 the Wigan Highfield club was
relocated to become London Highfield in an
attempt to establish the game in the capital.
Both of their games against Oldham ended in
a single point victory for the ‘Roughyeds’, 8-7
in London on December 20th and 5-4 at
Watersheddings on January 27th 1934.
Despite a respectable mid-table position the
venture only lasted for one season before the
club eventually moves back north to become
Liverpool Stanley. The same year the touring
Australians enjoyed a successful opening to
their tour winning the first eleven matches.
This was followed by defeat in the first test at
Belle Vue and although they continued in good
form the ashes were lost by three tests to nil.
The following year France made their
international debut going down 21-32 against
England in Paris.

In Yorkshire Leeds emerged as the
dominant force of the decade winning the
Yorkshire Cup no less than seven times and
the Challenge Cup in 1932 (v Swinton), and
1936 (v Warrington). Still the championship
eluded the ‘Loiners’, The nearest they came
was in 1937/38 when they succumbed to
Hunslet (8-2) in a fiercely contested ‘derby’
played at Elland Road. There would be some
consolation when Jim Brough was selected to
lead the 1936 tourists. Once again the ashes
were retained by two tests to one and likewise

From the Pen of Michael Turner
RUGBY LEAGUE MILESTONES - A SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS

1940

the New Zealand leg of the tour was a 100%
success. For the last championship before the
war another soccer ground was chosen to
stage the final when Maine Road was the
venue for a Salford victory over Castleford.

Three games into the 1939/40 season
the league programme was abandoned due to
the outbreak of World War 2.

However, by the end of September
localised county leagues were set up in
Lancashire and Yorkshire.

HAVE THE EXACT WONEY ERADT FOR THE TURNSTILEY

RUGBY LEAGUE CUP FINAL.

LEEDS v. SWINTON.
Offiicial
Programimne

PRICE TWOPENCE
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. |=n tor the Return Journey are -
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s a radius of 80 miles of Wigan u
= where a match is being played e
» -
:: By any Train outward after 9 a.m. to ::
. return same day. -
': SALOON PARTIES ARRANGED -
o .~
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¢k Bl W B i
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Programme cover for the 1932 Challenge Cup final at
Wigan, when Leeds defeated Swinton by eleven points
to eight. Until the 2000 final to be held this year at
Murrayfield, Edinburgh, this is the only time the final
was brought ‘back north’ in peace time, since the first

Wembley final in 1929.
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HIGHLIGHT of week 11 in the NFP was a
magnificent game at Boundary Park where
Dewsbury Rams just overcame Oldham by 14-
12. End to end rugby kept the spectators on
the edges of their seats in a game which
would have graced Super League for its
intensity and sparkle. In the end the deciding
factors were the outstanding scrambling
defence of the Rams and the powerhouse
running of second-row forward Sean
Richardson.

Leigh Centurions accounted for Doncaster
with 16 unanswered second-half points to
show that the departure of lan Millward had
not upset them too much. Featherstone,
meanwhile, kept up their run of success with
a 42-25 win at Workington. The precocious
Jamie Rooney was again in the points with two
tries, 4 goals and 2 drop goals.

Hull KR overcame Swinton 54-16 with
another scrum-half scoring freely, Mark Hewitt
landing 9 goals and grabbing a touchdown.
Widnes returned to winning ways under new
Coach David Hulme, defeating York away 50-
18.

Fortress Craven Park was too much for
Sheffield who went down 34-16 to Barrow.
The Border Raiders’ home record reads six
wins from six with 192 points for and 74
against. The other game in Cumbria saw
Keighley defeat Whitehaven 56-10 to put real
pressure on Kevin Tamati. Martin Wood kicked
10 goals for the Cougars.
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Martin Wood NFP Player of the Month.

Today's visitors Hunslet struggled to
overcome Lancashire Lynx 24-16 before losing

at Barrow the following week. Testing times for
David Plange.

Hornets lost at Mount Pleasant 24-12
and then, in week 12, went down again, this
time at Spotland to Hull KR, by 38-26. The
really big result of week 12, however, was
Leigh's victory at Ram Stadium. Five tries with
only one goal kept the scoreline closer than it
might have been for longer than necessary for
a nevertheless delighted Centurions.

Widnes Vikings scored another win, 30-10
over Batley, and Doncaster Dragons were too
powerful for Whitehaven, 24-14 winners at the
Recreation Ground.

The battle of the bottom two saw York
Wasps pull away after defeating Lancashire
Lynx 26-18, much to the relief of caretaker
Coach Gary Atkins and the dismay of Lynx's
Steve Hampson. Good away wins were
secured by Doncaster at Whitehaven and by
Keighley at Swinton, but the surprise of the
round was the mauling suffered by Oldham at
Featherstone, reviving memories of a troubled
1999 when Rovers scored exactly the same
number of points (61) against a much inferior
Oldham side to that of 2000.

Last week, however, Oldham re-asserted
themselves with a solid performance at
Sheffield to run out 28-6 winners. Leigh
secured a crucial win over Featherstone in the
battle of the top two, which, with victories for
Dewsbury at Whitehaven and Hull KR over
Widnes, relegated the young Rovers from
second to fourth. Fifth placed Doncaster
accounted for Swinton 28-14 at Belle Vue,
Craig Weston accounting for 16 of the
Dragons’ points with two tries, 3 goals and 2
drop goals.

Dark horses Keighley continue to threaten
the leaders after outplaying Rochdale 26-14.
Meanwhile the day's surprise result — York
defeating Barrow 20-18 — did Oldham a lot of
good in the battle for a top eight place.
Today's visitors Hunslet racked up a fine 22-8
win over Workington and will come to
Boundary Park with more confidence as a
result.

This week the big games are Widnes v
Keighley (an away win possible) and Swinton v
Dewsbury, but Rochdale could just have an
influence on the top of the table standings if
they can front up to Doncaster Dragons. Yet
more good games to savour in an exciting NFP
season.
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.« » HUNSLET HAWKS

GRAND Final winners
1999, Hunslet Hawks, like
Keighley and Batley before
them, found their path to
Super League blocked. The
consequence has been the
break-up of the 1999 side
and some indifferent
results to date, although to be fair they have
played against and lost to all the top sides ie
Dewsbury, Hull KR and Keighley at home and
Barrow, Doncaster, Featherstone and Widnes
away. Their only win on the road was at Batley
by 27-18.

The Hawks are coached by DAVID PLANGE,
a Great Britain international who saw service
with Doncaster, Castleford, Sheffield and Hull
KR before taking over the reins at Hunslet from
Steve Ferres in November 1996.

The team includes three former Oldham
favourites. Captain and centre SEAN IRWIN
enjoyed a spell at Watersheddings after
appearing for Castleford and Great Britain. He
has appeared in two NFP Grand Finals, first with
Featherstone and then with Hunslet.

Sean Irwin

Hooker RICHARD PACHNIUK was allowed to
leave Oldham prematurely and gave sterling
service to Rochdale before moving to South
Leeds. Voted NFP Player of the Season and a
target for Wigan gives some idea of the quality
of his football.

Prop GARY LORD is one of those players
whose value is evident only when he isn't there.
A grafting 'player's player’, his services have
been appreciated at Castleford, Halifax,
Oldham, Wakefield and Batley.

After Pachniuk, the ball playing skills are
provided by halfbacks JOHAN WINDLEY and
WILLIE SWANN. Windley is an Academy
international who joined Hunslet from Hull
Sharks where he was unable to claim a regular
starting spot. Swann, meanwhile, is a New
Zealander who first appeared in this country for
Warrington. He then saw service at Rochdale
before joining the Hawks.

Elsewhere in the backs expect to see
JAMIE THACKRAY a 20 year old graduate from
the Academy ranks at South Leeds; STEVE
PARNELL, a 19 year old ex-Academy fullback;
CHRIS ROSS, a 21 year old wingman also
moving up from the Academy ranks; centre
CHRIS NORTH, formerly with Oldham and
Dewsbury; DARREN HUGHES, a pacy and
powerful centre; and AARON CAMPBELL who
played on loan at Doncaster last year but is now
back in South Leeds where recent reports have
described him as both ‘wily’ and ‘dangerous’.

Up front Lord and Pachniuk will be joined by
STEVE PRYCE, a tough nut who joined Hunslet
from York in 1994. First choice secor-row is
JIM LEATHAM and JAMIE LEIGHTON. Both are
junior internationals with Leatham perhaps the
‘runner’ and Leighton the ‘tackler' without doing
either an injustice to their all-round game.
Leighton, ex-Skirlaugh and Hull KR, was
outstanding in last year's Grand Final.

Current last man down is Mick Coyle now in
his tenth season with the Hawks, yet still only
28. A wily campaigner and a favourite of the
fans.

Other pack men to feature this season
include prop ALAN JULIAN who has been on the
books at Leeds, Keighley and Bradford; JAMES
WALKER an ex-Bradford Bull with a good kicking
game and a fine pair of hands; and two young
Hunslet Academy products in hooker MATTHEW
GREEN and second-row ADAM MOORE.
Additionally, recent inclusions include props
PHIL KENNEDY and BEN SKERRETT,
emphasising the quality of junior players making
their way through the ranks as Hunslet seek to
rebuild their credibility after the disappointment
of 1999.
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PUTTING OUT THE MESSAGE

The Chairman of The Oldham Amateur League Kevin Platt points out The Standard Cup.

Two rugby league display cabinets
have this week been unveiled within
Oldham Civic Centre. The first display
centres on the Standard Cup and the
thriving amateur code in and around
the town and is situated in the
Rochdale Road reception area and
adjacent to the Council Chamber.
The second, on the ground floor of
the Cheapside tower block (entrance
facing the old C&A building), centres
on the AJ Law Cup and of course the
Oldham club.

Both professionally presented
displays are ideally sited to help to
keep the sport to the forefront and in
both the public and political eye. GO
IN AND TAKE A LOOK!

A J Law Cup display.




HARLEQUIN
CABARET BAR

Playa de las Americas
> LIVE SKY SPORTS

o

Top CABARET ACTS +

Tenerife

“» ENGLISH HORSE RACING +*

Phyllis Kershaw & her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and a long and successful future.

= HARLEQUINS

{] m\sh Cabaret

Bar
- unuquuu

OPFN TlLl LA \TE
Seven days a week

= 79 54 60

QQ\K 1 Local 2 B - Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS - TENERIFE

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for a real Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.




An interview by
Dave Roberts with
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A good win at Sheffield last week.
Yes, Don Valley is a hard place to go
and get a result but we came away with
the two points. The pitch was awful but
as | say we went for the points and got
them. We had to get the Featherstone
game out of our system. We have been
doing extra training and have a goal to
win five games running. It is going to be
a hard task but a realistic one.

Why did you leave Keighley?

It was a tough decision, | could’ve
stayed there but | liked Fordy’s positive
attitude, | had a lot of friends in Keighley

cecsesssssss Pat Rich

but | am glad to be at Oldham.

Are you happy as our kicker?

Yes! | kicked for Keighley and when |
arrived here | told Fordy and he offered
me the job and | enjoy it. The only down
side is getting up at 8 am on Saturday
mornings to practice at the college in
Leeds.

Tell us about your course.

Things are hectic at the moment, |
have my finals coming up in May (Law)
and at the moment am burning the
candle at both ends. Afterwards | am
going on a course training to be a
solicitor. At the moment | live two lives,
one playing Rugby League, which most
people here in Leeds know little about,
although a few watch Leeds Rhinos and
then | have my University life.

Tell us something amusing about your
team mates.

We call Mark Campbell Kench. He
knows what it means.

The Gibbons twins have their own
language they take the first letter off a
word and put it to the end and then add
ae, eg yes becomes esyae and the
annoying thing is they are fluent at it.
Also they work on a fruit and veg stall
and eat all day and have a terrible wind
problem, causing some awful stenches.

What are your other interests?
| don't have much time but | enjoy
travelling | have a brother in Australia

and would like to go over.
DAVE ROBERTS
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WE'VE ALL BEEN TO SCHOOL, NOW READ ON FOR EXTRACTS FROM THE ULTIMATE ScHooL LESSON

1. Instructions

Dim the lights up, boy.

Put quarter of an hour in a test tube.

| see the evening's off to a good conclusion.

You've no right to be happy in my lessons.

Close your books all boys who haven't bothered to
open them.

Turn a dumb eye and a blind ear to this.

. Observations

Nothing ventured, nothing lost.

You don’t need a boat to go sailing.

Latitude forty-five degrees centigrade.

I'm trying to listen with one ear and speak with the
other.

Little m is smaller than big M.

You can't even listen when we're wasting time.

Parnell was an Anglo-Englishman,

He wrote his best book before he died.

He had two brothers and two sisters, all older than
themselves.

| said | didn't get here on time, | didn't say anything
about being late.

Women are more maternal than men.

You can’t be sure about birth; you weren't here when
you were born.

| like a dance band, especially when I'm at a dance.

If you're not going to listen, you can fail your exams
without my assistance.

I've taught you everything | know and you know
nothing.

THE PREFE s

3. Questions

Who won the seventy years hurdles?

Which is my right-hand foot?

Where is the Cape of Good Horn?

Have you read Enoch Blyton?

Does a fly-wheel have a fly-hole?

How does an automatic detention work, sir?

What is a milk bottom top?

Is Valderma really a town in Italy?

Sir, where do we get changed for the dental
inspection?

. Translations

Pax in bello Freedom from indigestion.
A la carte On the Wagon

Labor omnia vincit Socialism ruins everything
Sotto voce In a drunken voice.

Digni este favore Do me a favour

Apres moi le deluge The shower are after me.
Nota bene Flat broke

In loco parentis They took my father away.
Quid nunc My rich uncle.

Per ardua ad astra It’s hard work being a star.

5. The Prize Winning Poem

| have a pet hamster.

His name is Orson.

Mummy says | have to get rid of him

Because he smells.

Sometimes | ltake him to bed with me at night.
|

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF
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Amateur Album
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’ THE NEXT rugby
3 league match to be
S staged here at
- Boundary Park is the
Standard Cup Final
between Saddleworth

Rangers and
Waterhead who meet
on Good Friday

morning, 21st April,
| kick off 11am.
This season's
| competition is the
| 96th staging of the
the Standard Cup and
it began in October
when centre three-
quarter Lee Maher
scored a hattrick of tries as Higginshaw Eagles
defeated Middleton Rhinos 44-0.

Unfortunately, the Eagles suffered
recruitment problems around the turn of the
year and they were unable to fulfil their quarter-
final tie against Shaw Rhinos. Trophy holders
Waterhead travelled across town to Hollinwood
where they trailed 6-4 after twenty minutes
before recovering to win by 40 points to
sixteen. Salem Hornets defeated
Watersheddings Wanderers in another quarter
final tie, but the big match was the
Saddleworth Rangers - St Anne’s match at
Greenfield. Rangers won a superb tie 22-6,
thereby gaining revenge for a league match
defeat suffered against St. Anne's at the same
venue just eleven days previously.

The semi-final draw produced tricky away
ties for Saddleworth and Waterhead.
Unfortunately for Salem Hornets, heavy rain
caused their tie against Waterhead to be
switched from their Breeze Hill pitch to Manor
Park, the Oldham RUFC ground. Having lost
ground advantage, Salem were no match for
their Conference League opponents who went
on to win 52-0. Saddleworth found their tie at
Shaw much more difficult. In atrocious
conditions, the Rhinos held Rangers up to half-
time when the tie was scoreless but, after the
break, Rangers were able to ease through 10-4.
Good Friday's final, therefore, throws together
trophy holders Waterhead and the club who
have lifted this trophy a record fourteen times
including six consecutive victories between
1987 and 1992. In that 1992 final Rangers
defeated Waterhead 22-8 in one of four
previous finals involving these two clubs. In
1976 a crowd of 2,677 saw Rangers win 16-4

Standard Cup

but five years later Waterhead gained revenge
when they defeated Rangers 9-7, thereby
winning the Standard Cup for the first time.
Rangers then repeated that 1992 victory when
they beat Waterhead 25-12 in the 1997 final
when eleven points from second-row forward
Danny Tyrell swung the tie Saddleworth’s way
after they had trailed 12-11 on the hour.

Although Saddleworth's record in this
competition is much better than that of
Waterhead, it must be noted that Waterhead
have knocked Rangers out of the past two
competitions. Two years ago they won a first
round tie at Shaw Hall Bank Road 32-12 when
centre Paul Brassington (three ties) and stand
off Paul Garrett (try, three goals) led the way
shortly after joining Waterhead from Rangers.
They have since returned to Saddleworth but
that did not stop Waterhead beating Rangers
14-6 at Peach Road in last season's quarter
final despite the fact that they trailed 6-0 after
only a couple of minutes.

Waterhead enjoyed a tremendous season
and so with Saddleworth's pedigree it should
be a thrilling final and certainly not one to be
missed. So make a note in your diary. Good
Friday. 11am. Waterhead v Saddleworth.

ALLIANCE FIRST DIVISION FIXTURES 2000

JANUARY

8th-  Whitehaven Warriors A W 18-16
15th  BARROW B.R. H W 42-2
22nd  Workington Town A L 26-4
27th  Rochdale Hornets A L 16-4
FEBRUARY

3rd  FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H W 34-6
26th  Batley Bulldogs A W I8-11
MARCH

8th  Widnes Vikings A L 40-6
14th  KEIGHLEY COUGARS H W 34.12
23rd ROCHDALE HORNETS H W 4318
30th  Featherstone Rovers A L 326
APRIL

Sth Hunslet Hawks A 7.30
13th  BATLEY BULLDOGS H 7.30
20th  LEIGH CENTURIONS H 7.30
27th  HUNSLET HAWKS H 7.30
MAY

3rd  Keighley Cougars A 730
13th  WHITEHAVEN W, H 2.30
20th  Barrow B. R. A 230
27th  WORKINGTON TOWN H 2.30
31st  Leigh Centurions A 7.30
JUNE
15th  WIDNES VIKINGS H 7.30
JULY

Ist  TOP FIVE PLAY OFF
22nd  GRAND FINAL PLAY OFF FINAL




Today’s Guest Interview. . .

RAY FRENCH

Ray, What's it like working for the B.B.C.?

| love working for the B.B.C. although the
job with Radio Merseyside is much more relaxed
and enjoyable than match commentaries for T.V.
On radio you pretty well dictate how the
programme goes. You can't be tripped up by the
producer showing a different shot to what you
are talking about. And with the ‘phone-in you get
the chance to listen to people’s views and to air
your own.

On T.V. | can have three different people
talking to me through the headphones. First
there's the producer, then there's a girl keeping
all the match stats and finally there's a link to
the Grandstand studio to ensure a smooth
transition to other items in the programme. And
remember, it all goes out live, so if you make a
mistake you can be sure it will be pounced on.
Eddie and Stevo on Sky don’t have the same
problems with links to other sports and some of
their material is pre-recorded. It can be very
stressful | can tell you.

How do you get on with Jonathan Davies?

John & | get on really well. We have a good
working relationship and like to take the mickey
out of each other. | like to think we make a good
team.

What do you think about all the criticism you
get?

R.L. fans are very critical, but you have to
realise that on Grandstand 80% of the viewers
are not R.L. fans. The audience covers the
whole country and you can't assume people will

be familiar with all aspects of the game. You
have to try to explain things and to keep it
simple: people have tuned in to be entertained
so you can't always get too technical.

What's really amusing is the way some R.L.
fans write to the B.B.C. | have a copy of one
letter calling my commentary inept, hopeless,
vile, incomprehensible, patronising etc. etc. and
| wasn't even at the match! On other occasions
| get copies of letters accusing me of bias. One
Salford fan wrote “Dear French, | am appalled at
the bias you showed towards Hull in last week’s
match...” The same week | had a letter from a
Hull fan, “Dear Sir, Your commentary was totally
biased towards Salford and gave no credit to
anything Hull did..." You get resigned to fans
seeing everything through spectacles the colour
of their team’s shirts.

You live and work in St. Helens, a town with
the most successful club since the start of
Super League: what's going on at the club?

Well, in the case of Ellery he just had to go.
He upset too many people and St. Helens have
lost too many good workers for the club who
have been there for years and just wouldn't go
near the place.

With Shaun McRea that was probably a
mistake because he did so much in his time
there, but he wasn't too happy after David
Howes left. Howesey is the best in the game for
marketing and media relations so he was a big
loss too.

Will Saints leave Knowsley Road?

Yes, it's going to happen. It isn't that
Knowsley Road is a bad ground, in fact it's one
of the best in the league for viewing and
atmosphere, but the maintenance costs on an
old stadium are astronomical and a new ground
will provide more up to date facilities and
greater comfort for the spectators.

Finally Ray, now that Super League is in its
fifth season how do you think it is progressing?

Well, at first everybody thought that the
Murdoch money was going to save the game,
but in fact it created as many problems as it
solved because converting to full time was so
expensive and players’ salaries went mad. A lot
of clubs were effectively bankrupt including
Wigan: why else would they have had to sell
Central Park to Tesco? There was a lot of
maladministration. Things seem to have settled
down a bit now and the competition is much
stronger. Also SLE is much better run now, with
much less in-fighting.

@D




| WAS not so much shocked as disappointed
by the disgraceful behaviour from the Hull
supporters after the semi final defeat at the
hands of Leeds. However, | expect my
disappointment is nothing compared to that of
the RL authorities who must see this as scant
reward from the 'Old Faithful' for bending
almost every rule in the book to ensure that
Hull were given a successful side.

The ridiculous rescue plan dressed up as
a merger by Mr Caisley and company saved
Hull from financial crisis and almost certain
closure. The cream of one of the most
talented squads in last year's competition was
simply relocated from Gateshead to
Humberside to significantly strengthen the
‘new’ club's playing staff. This undoubtedly
afforded the Humberside club another
Challenge Cup semi final appearance.

Having mismanaged the club almost into
oblivion, the old administration was then
simply replaced by a similarly unsuccessful
one and the ‘merger’ incentive money merely
used to clear Hull's massive debts. Indeed,
success on the field came at a price for
Thunder and despite significant ‘development’
funding from the News Corporation coffers,
they still managed to incur a £750,000 loss in
only one Super League season . . . now here
we could see a little bit of long term natural
justice should a similar financial strategy be
adopted on Humberside.

In addition to this, the Hull club still
benefits from an increased quota of
Antipodean imports despite being no more a
development side than Wigan, St Helens or
our beloved Oldham. You have only to briefly
examine the highest level of the Amateur
game to see that it's the Hull and Oldham
teams who are pushing for honours. Rugby
League at grass roots level has never been
stronger on Humberside and the same can be
said locally. However, the powers that be can
see their way to putting together an all
encompassing survival package for Hull when
Oldham were all but allowed to die . . . and
this is the gratitude they are given in return!
One thing is for sure, | would have loved to

@

| web.slte; |

commonsense.com

With Simon Winnard

have been a fly on the wall in the Hetherington
household that night.

Rugby League does not need its family
image tarnished in this way. With limited
opportunity for genuine national exposure, we
can surely do without this sort of publicity.
However, whilst the behaviour of the minority
yob element deeply saddens me, the product
on the pitch has been nothing short of superb
and | am already looking forward in
anticipation of a magnificent Murrayfield final
and a great Rugby League weekend away.

With regards to Super League, the early
indicators show that Bradford Bulls are hot
favourites for the crown and the Huddersfield
Giants look a sure wooden spoon bet for the
second year in a row. The RL authorities
however will be hoping that a remarkable
improvement is made on their early season
form. The embarrassment of them inventing a
Huddersfield - Sheffield - Salford Giants for
next year's competition would surely be too
much to take . . . or would it?

Today we extend a warm welcome to the
Hunslet Hawks who have seen a recent
decline in fortunes due to the Super League
closed shop. Last season’s Grand Final
victors more than earned a Super League
place but were excluded on the same
‘grounds’ that Wakefield had been allowed
clemency the year before. The Wildcats were
allowed time to reach the minimum ground
criteria whereas the Hawks (despite a South
Leeds local authority guarantee that the
necessary work would be carried out) had
their claims simply rejected. That rejection has
seen the vultures circle and many of their star
players have departed to ply their trade
elsewhere. As a result they have seen the
crowds diminish and the hard work of an
ambitious, hardworking club who built slowly
and within their means for a successful future,
suffer a major setback through no fault of
their own. | say you can keep your Gateshead
FC, Hull Thunder, Charlton Broncos or Anyfield
Giants. Give me Hunslet, Bramley and
Sheffield any day.



Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional J | oF

Health & Safety Audits.

P Commercial Insurance Brokers o™
P BIIBA Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OLS 1QL
Otonam Chawsix ! Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

o 3 A}
Gooc I wirn review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclustve facilities for
\ ~ local businesses incorporating Risk Management and :
3 e

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) LTD.

OLpHAM DEPOT
Tel 0161 626 8111

* New & used car sales
e Service & repairs

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season

BLAINEY’S
BAKERS

ngh Class Bakers and

Rick Whyman Lid.
SADDLEWORTH
42, MIOTOR CO

HIGH STREET,
UPPERMILL, OLDHAM

THE BEE FAMILY FINANCE
Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999
HOME CREDIT PROVIDED BY A FAMILY BUSINESS THAT HAS BEEN
MEETING THE NEEDS OF FAMILIES FOR OVER EIGHTY YEARS
21 RETIRO STREET, OLDHAM + TEL 0161 624 9908

family finance

family finance

The Oldhami College;

proudly associated with Oldham R.L.F.C.

For information or a prospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 0800 269 480. couirr |




ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
in Oldham & Tameside

JSor all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:

Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535
Ashton — John Mills
Oldham — David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550

Failsworth — Peter Scholes0161 - 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

AMH Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

0161 - 339 6140

LAWRENCE PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

Established 1947

Plumbers - Electricians
Heating Engineering
Security Systems

176 OLDHAM R0AD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ
TeL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD
OLDHAM

ome of the Little Pickle & Spice Co.

RIGHT AT THE HEART OF THINGS

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA
TEL. 0161 678 6111 - Fax 0161 627 0913

As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s leading
manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivalled technical
expertise




Player SPONSORSHIP

Tel: 0161 633 3793

| Shaw Finance Company

Craig Barker ns
Gaskell & Co Estate Agents Diid Gibsho Chris Naylor
Oldham & Uppermill Q2050 s (el £ 0 John Willie Lees
Tel: 0161 620 1427 or ] ccountants Brewery
01457 870557 & Oldham & Tameside
Keith Brennan Danny Guest Tom O'Reilly
> Lansdowne Roofing Frank Royales Moorside Electrical
- Supplies Ltd. Window Cleaning Contractors
= Tel: 0161 626 0896 Services Tel: 01706 842416
Mark Campbell
P Joey Hayes Andy Proctor
= Saddleworth Sports
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~ Mark Sibson
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CLUB CALL

A big Boundary Park welcome to all
supporters. It was good to get back to winning
ways at Sheffield after the disappointments
at Featherstone. The backing of our
supporters at BOTH games was tremendous
and | know Mike and the boys appreciate it.

AWAY MATCH TRAVEL

The Club is organising travel to away matches
this season. We are using Barlows Coaches
and you can either book directly through the
Club on 0161-628-3677 between 9 and 5pm

Monday to Friday (or on 0161-627-2141
9-1pm Saturdays) or phone Joyce Pilkington
on 0161-665-3175. ‘Elite’ Club members
receive extra discounts on away travel. So
there is no excuse for not being part of the
‘Roughyeds Barmy Army!’

MATCH VIDEOS / CLUB SHOP

As promised in the last programme we have
now received some new stock at the Shop.
Fleeces are priced at £24.99 and PU Jackets
are £39.99. Leisure tops and Polo Tops will
be here any day now. All match videos can be
ordered in the shop for the very reasonable
price of £9.99.

Enjoy the game.

‘ELITE’ CLUB

A BIG THANK YOU to all supporters who have joined our new membership scheme the
‘Elite’.
Congratulations go to Mr Noel Brady who is enjoying a VIP day out for two today as
the winner of the ‘Elite’ membership draw. The ‘Elite’ is the only OFFICIAL Supporters Club.
There is no deadline for joining the ‘Elite’. Membership costs £15 and there are
numerous benefits to be had . . . not least the fact that you are helping YOUR Club. An
informal get-together of all ‘Elite’ members will be held at Castleton Gabriels after the ‘A
team game against Batley on Thursday 13th April 2000. The meeting will be in the
Clubuouse and will be open to any ‘Elite’ mmeber who wishes to help the Club.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT: 0161 628 3677

REDDISH DEMOLITION LIMITED
Sponsoring Junior Roughyeds

FIRSTLY may | welcome and thank Melvyn Lord
of Reddish Demolition, the new sponsor for the
ORLFC Junior Roughyeds and a wholehearted
supporter of Rugby League in Oldham?

Hi to all the Junior Roughyeds and a special
Oldham welcome goes out to all the Junior
supporters of Hunslet Hawks.

The Mascot for today's match is JOHN
WOOD. John is 7 years old
and his favourite player is
Mark Sibson. This is the
first time John has been
chosen as mascot and he's
really looking forward to the
match.

Another Junior Rough-
| yed who has been chosen

to be the Mascot for the

John Wood

first time is PHILIP
COWBURN. Philip is the
Mascot at Batley Bulldogs
on 16th April. His favourite
player is Mark Sibson. Enjoy
your day Philip.

The next Junior
Roughyeds’ meeting is to
be held before the Swinton
Lions match on 24th April.

| would like to take this
opportunity to thank Chris Hamilton for inviting
the Juniors to hold their next meeting in the
Executive Box at Boundary Park. We will have
some players attending and we will be holding
the Mascot draw. Plus there will be lots of fun
and surprises too!

Philip Cowburn

Debra Rafferty




Oldham OL3 6HV

Tl 01457 872108

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

*,
o

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7]J
Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

!

EASY PARKING * VISA * MASTERCARD « SWITCH -
DELTA - SOLO - AMEX

HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John's Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham OL4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com




“..and that’s a great ball
played out wide to the

TEAM Bt
At GEORGE HILL >

Q" it's never a TRYING
w experience. We the Great ball

have all the products www.mitre.com

F— you need to get the
= right RESULT every time.

e Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

The authority ...

-
- Official Supplier of
//I George "”’ Match and Training Balls to:

T )
Timber & Building Supplies jie ugwyeapue

r itai League
Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB Great Britain Rugby Leag
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250 Super League

We're ready to be

of service to you...
-..Anytime, Any place,
Anywhere it has to be:

Call:

= SMITH/ 0706
712321

www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLETY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 tHH
DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL@wrigleyclaydoncom FAX O161 624 3743

@ TELO161 624 6811 (@,
ARE PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM sy s




ONTHISDAY . ......

DoN YATES LOOKS BACK TO APRIL 9TH YESTERYEAR.

IT WAS on this day in 1910, Saturday 9th
April, that Wales defeated England 39-18
down at Ebbw Vale. It was the first time that
England had lost to Wales and was a major
shock for the Englishmen. But a bigger
shock awaited Hunslet winger Billy Batten
who injured a knee in that resounding
defeat; the injury was considered so serious
that Batten was told that he certainly would
not be touring Australasia with Great Britain
the following summer and, in fact, he was
told that he might never play again Batten
was not convinced. He tested his knee two
weeks later in an amateur match in which
he scored a hattrick of tries for Hemsworth.
He did tour with the 1910 British Lions and
two years later was transferred to Hull for a
World record fee!!

There were two
Oldham players
involved in that
international at Ebbw
Vale, scrum-half Tom
White and prop-
forward Albert Avery.
The Roughyeds did
not appear to miss
their international
duo that afternoon,
Saturday 9th April
1910, when
Treherbert visited
Watersheddings for
what proved to be

their last ever
p—— match. The
L dvary Welshman  were

beaten 54-13, conceding fourteen tries, four
of which were scored by winger Tom
McLean.

It was a much more disappointing
afternoon for Oldham fifty years later, on
Saturday 9th April 1960. That day the
Roughyeds met Hull in the Challenge Cup
semi-final at Station Road, Swinton. Oldham
were favourites to win that tie but some

hesitancy in defence gifted points to the
Airlie Birds who went on to win 12-9. Winger
Vin Nestor scored the Oldham try with full-
back Bernard Ganley adding three goals.

On Easter Monday 9th April 1928
Oldham entertained Widnes who were
hammered to the tune of 60 points to five.
Winger Abe Johnson led the rout with two
tries and 12 goals, his 30 point haul being a
club record for points scored in a match.

Eric Fitzsimons was a free scoring
winger for both Oldham and Hunslet. It was
on this day in 1980, Wednesday 9th April,
that he landed six goals for the Roughyeds
when they defeated Halifax 24-5. Two years
later, on Good Friday 9th April 1982, he had
moved on to Hunslet for whom he landed a
couple of goals although Hunslet were
beaten 15-13 by Batley at Mount Pleasant
in what, technically, was a home match for
Hunslet. At that time the Hawks were
homeless and played their home matches at
Batley.

Six year ago, on Saturday 9th April
1994, the Great Britain amateur team met
Russia at Keats Avenue, the home of the
Wigan St. Jude's club. That match was
scheduled to be played the previous evening
at Central Park but was postponed because
of a waterlogged pitch. The Russians were
no match for the BARLA boys who won
easily by 62 points to 14. Second-row
forward Steve Maudsley (Saddleworth
Rangers) was in unstoppable form and
scored four of the 12 British tries. Another
Saddleworth player, prop Gary Dobbs who is
now at St. Anne's, was on the bench for
Great Britain that afternoon whilst a third
Saddleworth representative was
physiotherapist Neil Wiseman.

Saddleworth appear here at Boundary
Park on Good Friday 11am when they meet
holders Waterhead in the Standard Cup
Final. Rangers won the Standard Cup in
1971, Good Friday 9th April, when they beat
St. Anne's 20-8 whilst eleven years later, on
Good Friday 9th April 1982, Waterhead lifted
the trophy when they defeated St. Anne's,
the score on that occasion being 9-6.
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Date Opponent Result Att

DECEMBER F-A
12 ROCHDALE H (LAW CUP) W 30-18 1,204

27 ROCHDALE HORNETS W 23-20 3,562

Associated Match

2 Swinton Lions W 23-18 2,567 .

' iy, | oz e Speedy Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
16 Barrow B.R. L 19-16 161
23 WORKINGTON T W 3017 2222 Coldhurst Street, Oldham OL1 2BH
FEBRUARY

6 Doncaster Dragons L 16-26 2,130 01 61 626 81 1 1

8 Wigan$t.J(SCCCR3) W 44-0 1,376
13 Rochdale H (SCCCR4) L 14-30 2,168
20  Leigh Centurions L 10-28 2410

Associated Match

5  LANCASHIRE LYNX W 50-8 1,522

e Spengyaleian

26  Featherstone Rovers L 26-61 2?071 14 Burnley Street, Chadderton, Oldham OL9
APRIL

2 Sheffield Eagles W 28-6 1,220 01 61 624 3502

9 HUNSLET HAWKS H 3.00

16 Batiey Bulldogs A 3.00

21 Rochdale Hornets A 730

24  SWINTON LIONS H 3.00 Man Of The MatCh
MAY - -
YRR K am Lansdowne Roofing Supplies Ltd
7 Hull Kingston Rovers A 3.00

i0  KEGHLEYCOUGARS. W 730 Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham OL99EF
14 Whitehaven Warriors A 300

21  BARROWB.R. H 3.00 01 61 626 0896

26 Workington Town A 730

29  DONCASTER DRAGONS H 3.00

J:NE LEIGH CENTURIONS 3.00 Matc"ba"

H
i s o= MacFarlane Merchanting Ltd.
jfm Desuyfiams; &5 A 300 Park Road, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 1TA
2  FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H 3.00 01 61 304 81 93
e
g?\?pg;i)%l::taalg?s v':?::gg;ifivél o[f"aifi? BOUNDARY PARK IS FITTED wrln':’| :«2::&::4; ::g;ls(v:serm (LocaL HigH PitcH, Two

; e TS : TONE SIGNAL). IF YOU SHOULD HEAR THE SIGNAL PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE
e:hnlc' or racial 0"9"('15' R?Ct'sw h?s no INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. A TEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE PRIOR TO EACH GAME,
place in our game and racist chants are TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE WORDS:

totally unacceptable. Allow everyone to “THIS IS A TEST OF THE BOUNDARY PARK ALERT SYSTEM”
enjoy the game.




Oldham - Well placed for the

o

OLDHAM dtitio

Metropolitan Borough [

callnges of the New Millennium

Oldham Metropolitan Borough is ready to meet the
many and varied challenges of 2000 and beyond.

The Council's forward thinking approach,
commitment and activities have resulted in a
massive regeneration and revitalisation programme
of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving
town centre which has benefited from £100 million
investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a
national award-winning multi million pound
regeneration scheme, development of a new cultural
quarter, a new business management school, a
town centre based leisure scheme including
multiplex cinema, Britain's newest Sixth Form
College, a diversity of industry, the planned
extension of the Metrolink tram system and much
more.

All this, together with Oldham's reputation for
innovation, hard work and friendliness means that
the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the
challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the
local community and in helping Oldham maintain its
significant status in the North West Region.

Enquiries about the Council's policies and activities,
including its regeneration programmes and policies
to the Chief Executive's Department, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.




Coach Mike FORD

Mark SIBSON @D
Joey HAYES @)
Anthony GIBBONS @)
Pat RICH @)

Warren BARROW @)
David GIBBONS @)
Mike FORD @)

Jason CLEGG @D
John HOUGH @D

Leo CASEY @[

Phil FARRELL @D
Shayne McMENEMY @)

Mark CAMPBELL @%)

Neil RODEN
Lee DORAN
Chris HOLLAND
lan SINFIELD

(16

NORTHERN

HUNSLET HAWKS
Coach DAVID PLANGE
Chris COOK

Aaron CAMPBELL
Shaun IRWIN

Darren HUGHES
Chris NORTH

Willie SWANN

Johan WINDLEY

Gary LORD

Richard PACHNIUK
Jim LEATHAM

Jamie THACKRAY
Jamie LEIGHTON
Mick COYLE

Steve PRYCE
Ben SKERRETT
David PLANGE
Craig MOORE




