
.£1 -50

●i

V

r?s

f

3

7k

&

>1NORTHERN

FORD

□ j
0.

m PREMIERSHIP

(4m

.3V●... i

L>-

Lancashire Lynx
Main Sponsors

ELLEN
at Boundary Park Sun 5th March 2000 Kick-off 3.00pm

Associate Match Sponsor: AMEGA LABELS LTD
/accidentX
^assistanceV



A S M A I N

S P O N S O R S O F

T H E R O U G H Y E D S

W E A R E O F F E R I N G

SUPPORTERS...

T H E U K ’ S
## //

PREMIER

ACCIDENT

f

FREE 4
ASSISTANCE

MEMBERSHIP TO

ELLEN ACCIDENT

ASSISTANCE.

TO CLAIM YOUR
membership call

0161 345 5544

COMPANY

ELLEN

rACCIDENT!

ASSISTANCE



...With Christopher Hamilton
WELCOME BACK to Boundary Park for what will be our first home

game for nearly amonth. Things have started to go against us

recently both on and off the field and these act as apainful

reminder of just how fortunes can change very quickly in this

game.

Our defeat at Doncaster would not have surprised too many

people as they are being strongly tipped to reach the Grand Final

and have recruited plenty of experience. The performance at

Rochdale in the Cup was abig disappointment not only to you

but to the board, the coaching staff and the players. The sending

off of Leo Casey certainly didn’t help but Ithought the team

showed plenty of character at Leigh two weeks ago when despite

being without our influential captain Andy Proctor and Tate

Moseley and then losing Tom O’Reilly early on we gave Leigh a

fright and could have won the game with better ball control.

The situation with Tate has been very frustrating. We worked

hard to get him awork permit, made him feel welcome and then. Just over 2weeks after arriving

he decides that the contract he has signed with the club means nothing and goes home. That

annoys me because contracts are two way things -we ail know what happens when aclub breaks
a c o n t r a c t a n d b e l i e v e m e t h e r e h a v e b e e n t i m e s w h e n I w i s h t h e c l u b c o u l d h a v e d o n e !

The news on Tom is not much better and by the time you are reading these notes we should

know for sure how long he will be out for but the fear is that he has damaged his cruciate

ligaments.

I’m sure Lancashire Lynx would be glad to have some of the problems we have as Henry

Morris their chairman is trying to lead them through what are obviously very difficult times. We

welcome Henry and all his colleagues today and hope that things start to pick up from next week!

Enjoy the game.

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

KiTMAN Neil Haughton

TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Phil Kershaw

CLUB DENTIST Nell Glbbison

STATISTICS John Blair, Eddie Barton

PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

VICE CHAIRMAN Meivyn Lord

DIRECTORS Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

COMMERCIAL MANAGER Scott Claber

HEAD COACH Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson

ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Walker

FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CloUgh

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e T o T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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FORD FOCUS ^ ^ . W i t h M i k e F o r d
Hayidh Walker”^ T^AHfanceTirst Division Round Up

I T ’ S V I R T U A L L Y a m o n t h

s i n c e o u r l a s t h o m e

game and, Wigan St
J u d e ' s a p a r t , r e s u l t s

haven ’ t exac t l y gone our

way. To lose away a t
Doncaster and Leigh was
disappointing but not

many teams are going to

win at either ground and
in each case we were

that this result will only serve to spur us on. We will

not be outworked by anyone here at Oldham.
Remember we are on ly 4po in ts o f f the leaders w i th

agame in hand so there is still plenty to play for. I
never promised we would win the League but we are

going all out to finish as high as we can. Ihope you
can be patient because we are trying to build ateam

to do even better next year and the year after. To
that end, as you will know, we have signed several

y o u n g p l a y e r s l a r g e l y t h a n k s t o H a y d n W a l k e r ’ s

knowledge of the game at Alliance, Academy,

Student and amateur levels. Although we can’t

compete with Super League clubs for the very best
players, one advantage we do have is that we can

give them ataste of senior football at an early stage
if they are good enough, as you will see today when

Warren Barrow and Lee Doran are likely to make
t h e i r h o m e d e b u t s .

W e a r e s o r r y m e a n w h i l e t o b e w i t h o u t t h e

s e r v i c e s - f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s - o f L e o C a s e y, To m

O’Reilly and Tate Moseley. Under the circumstances
we will prepare for Lancashire Lynx as though they

were top of the League because if we underestimate
t h e m t h e y c o u l d w e l l t u r n u s o v e r , a s t h e y d i d
Whitehaven.

Enjoy the game.

competitive throughout
and we re on l y bea ten i n

the dying stages of the
game. Indeed at Leigh

we might have snatched
apoint had Russell

S m i t h n o t d i s a l l o w e d a ‘ t r y ’ b y A n t h o n y G i b b o n s i n

the late stages. I’ve seen it on video and Ithink it

was agood score, but there’s no big screen in the
NFP and it’s always been the case that you get

some decisions in your favour and some that go
against.

With the Rochdale cup-tie nobody will have been
more upset with the outcome than me.

Unfortunately, on the day, we Just didn’t perform and
went down to amore committed team. Rest assured Mike

SINCE MY last column the under 21s have played three games, away to Rochdale and

Bat ley and a t home to Fea thers tone . In add i t ion two games were pos tponed due to

waterlogged pitches.

T h e 1 6 - 4 d e f e a t a t R o c h d a l e w a s n o t t h a t d i s a p p o i n t i n g a r e s u l t u n d e r t h e
circumstances. That night we had ten teenagers in the line up. Rochdale dropped back a

number of first team players including Hudson, Maher and Pucill. We lost the game in aten

minute spel l in the first half when poor concentrat ion saw us concede three tr ies. The

second half was agreat effort: with all our teenagers out on the pitch we managed to keep
it to 4-4. In the long term it is fairly obvious which club gained most from the game. Indeed

Lee Doran and Gavin Dodd performed well enough to be offered contracts. Ihope these will

be the first of many.

Our next fixture was at home to Featherstone and we produced asuperb performance

that simply blew the Yorkshire team away. It is very gratifying for acoach to see things you
work on in training come off on gameday. In this game both our attack and defence were

superb. Iam trying to get to asituation where every player is comfortable with the ball in his

hands and is capable of making the correct decision of what to do with it. Certainly if players want to make the

first team they need to be able to demonstrate this. Game on game Ibelieve we can see players making areal
improvement in this area.

Last Saturday we travelled to Batley and came away victors 18-11.It was atough game and we looked a

little rusty in the first half having had our games against Leigh and Hunslet in the previous fortnight postponed.

Playing down the slope in the first half we only led 6-5. However the introduction of Alex Peet at hooker plus

storming second half performances from props Wes Rogers and Lee Doran
saw us gradually get on top. Three other teenagers made their debuts, Dave

Harris, Wayne Gittins and Mark Tagg all giving good accounts of themselves.

Whi le more es tab l ished p layers Cra ig Barker and Ian S infie ld made b ig
contributions.

Overall the All iance team is making good progress: we are now joint

second in the league. More importantly though we are developing acore of

young players who will be the future of the club. Not only that if they continue

to progress at the rate they are doing at the moment Ican see several
pushing hard for first team spots very short ly. See page 20 for Al l iance
r e s u l t s a n d fi x t u r e s .

Alliance First Division

PWDLFADPTS

6600162828012

64021979899

64021207743

Fealheretone Rovsre 6 3 0 3 163 142 21

Rochdale Hornets 4 3 0 1 58 59 -1

Hunslet Hawks

Wfdnes Vikings
Oldham

6

6

Workington Town 4 2 0 2 104 62 4 2 4
Keighley Cougars 5 2 0 3 146 128 18 4

Leigh Centurions 6 2 0 4 110 168 -58 4
Ba^y Bulldogs 7 2 0 5 98 160 -62 4
W'haven Warriors 4 1 0 3 86 134 -48 2

B a r r o w B R a i d e r s 6 1 0 5 8 1 2 1 5 - 1 3 4 2
Haydn Walker

CD



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Shaw Street

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 785 0813

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y

LIMITED
REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders
would like to wish

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000

Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est

Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
Beever Street, Oldham 0L1 STD

Tel: 0161- 624 2826 &0161- 628 9949

Fax:0161-628 9949

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Clutches

Brakes

Welding

M.O.T. Repairs
kSt/ E x h a u s t s

Puncture Repairs ^/"
Wheel Balancing /V t
Tracking
Shockers

Servicing

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

CD



DRONSFIELDS RYDER^
DUTTON

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 ■871717

FAX: 01457-871940

E S TAT E A G E N T S

VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see

this sign you can
be assured

of an efficient and

professional
approach

to any property
matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL1 HA

Tel . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S .L
T

ST9

FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT

'FI

Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
Best Wishes

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 11.00 -5.30
4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
0161 633 0074

CD
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ONE OF Rugby League’s better innovations

of recent times has been the ‘mikeing up’

of referees. No spectator can faii to be

impressed w i th the way tha t re fe rees

communicate with the piayers, appear to

keep their composure, and assert their

authority on the game. The recent Silk Cut

Challenge Cup ties have given the lie to the

idea that certain individual players run the

game on the field: the referees are clearly

in control and even have the ability to make

big name p layers look smal l , which is

precisely what Steve Presley did to Robbie
Paul

Huddersfield/Sheffield game.

On the whole the combination of

microphone and big screen replay work to

prove the officials right 95% of the time.

Nevertheless in afast moving game no-one

can get it right all of the time. Writing this

immed ia te l y a f t e r wa tch ing Cas t l e fo rd

against Hal i fax Iam amazed that Jamie

Benn, Castleford’s fullback, could stay on

the field after practically decapitating Darryl
C a r d i s s w h o w a s r e n d e r e d u n c o n s c i o u s .

Commentator Joe Lydon claimed there was

no malicious intent in the challenge, but

s u r e l y r e c k l e s s n e s s i n i t s e l f m e r i t s

d i s m i s s a l ? R e f e r e e S t e v e G a n s o n t o o k h i s

time to assess the situation -rightly so -but

then came up with the ‘cop out’ decision of

“on report’’. Surely agood rule of thumb

would be that if the player fouled cannot

resume the perpetrator of the foul should

walk? Iwill be interested to see what

verdict the Disciplinary Committee come to,

e s p e c i a l l y i n v i e w o f t h e p u n i s h m e n t

handed down to Oldham’s Leo Casey. With

one outcry already this season over the six

match ban given to Batley’s Gary Barnett

not being enough after breaking the jaw of

aSheffie ld opponent , th is case can be

seen as atest of R.L.’s sincerity in trying to

stamp out illegal head tackles and also its

c o n s i s t e n c y i n d e a l i n g w i t h i s s u e s

according to which League, which club and
w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l i s c o n c e r n e d . S i n c e J a m i e

Benn stayed on the field and almost won

the game for Castleford with his kicking it is

perhaps as well that an Andrew Dunemann

drop goal clinched victory for the Blue Sox.

Anything other than aHali fax win would

have been an injustice.

Despite the above

comments, the general

standard of refereeing

t h i s s e a s o n h a s b e e n

good. Oldham’s league
fi x t u r e s h a v e b e e n w e l l

controlled, albeit with

largely Super League

officials in charge. The

exception to the rule

was the Rochdale Cup

Tie when Alan Bates

left alotto be desired.

I n t h e w e e k a f t e r a

Greg

directive to enforce a

full ten metres at play-
the-ball we saw the

s h o r t e s t t e n m e t r e s o f

the season applied

throughout the match. In addition anumber

of content ious decis ions seemed to go

Hornets way: it would certainly have been

interest ing to hear a‘miked-up’ official ’s

explanations for, on the one hand, keeping

Chris McKinney on the field and, on the

other hand, sending off Leo Casey.

Whatever your opinions of refereeing

s t a n d a r d s a n d t h e v i r t u e s o r o t h e r w i s e o f

hearing what referees have to say one thing

is for certain, namely that any and every

soccer authority going would love to have

the quality of referees that R.L. has and the

r e s p e c t s h o w n b y t h e p l a y e r s t o t h e

officials. Long may Rugby league set the

standards by which others are judged.

the Bradford versusin

McCallum

Andrew Dunemann

GC

CD
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“ E V E R S I N C E h e w a s a k i d o f s i x a t s c h o o l

S t a n l e y w a s m a d o n f o o t b a l l . / 4 s h e r a c e d

home after the last lesson it was always with a

tin or paper ball at his toes.

“Then, after aslice of bread and jam and

agulped cup of tea, he was off again -to play

In amatch organised every night on some

waste ground in Hanley."

The death of Sir Stanley Matthews, one of

our country’s greatest sporting ambassadors,
c a r r i e d m e b a c k h a l f a c e n t u r y t o t h o s e

a u s t e r e d a y s o f p o s t - w a r B r i t a i n w h e n a n

entire generation of small boys -and you can

count me among them -idol ised the Wizard of
Dribble.

s u p e r s t a r s a r e a l l o w e d t o

square-up to referees, eye- A
ball linesmen and generally JB
intimidate match officials

a s t h e y s o u r n o t o n l y

soccer, but the good name yA
of British sport. ^

What has this got to do with

rugby league? To start with, top players of

w h a t e v e r s p o r t i n g p e r s u a s i o n - a n d t h a t

i n c l u d e s r u g b y l e a g u e - m u s t a p p r e c i a t e t h e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t h e y c a r r y f o r s h a p i n g t h e

h e a r t s a n d m i n d s o f t h e y o u n g f a n s w h o
idolise them.

Secondly, those who rule and govern sport

in th is country must work to ensure that the

a u t h o r i t y o f t h e r e f e r e e a n d h i s h e l p e r s i s

sacrosanct at all times.

Bo th codes o f r ugby wo rk s t r i c t l y a l ong

those lines, but it was significant perhaps that

on the weekend recently when our TV screens

revealed the full and frightening extent of the

violat ion of big match authori ty in soccer, the

s p o r t ’ s r u l e r s s e e m e d m o r e i n t e r e s t e d i n

clamping down on players who were having a

go a t each o ther ra ther . than on those who

were making life hell for referee and linesman.

The culture of rugby football -both codes -
would never allow that to happen.

The electronic age of big-screen replays,

instant re-runs, referees in radio linking with
o t h e r o f fi c i a l s i n t h e s t a n d a n d m i n i - m i k e s

w h i c h e n a b l e T V a u d i e n c e s o f m i l l i o n s t o t u n e

in to areferee’s d ia logue wi th the p layers a l l

contrive to put the men in the middle under

ever increasing pressure.

Rugby League can be proud of its leading

referees and proud of the sport ’s discipl ines,

but Ido hope we don’t get so obsessed with

t h e u s e o f t e c h n o l o g y i n t h e p u r s u i t o f

perfection that we lose sight of the fact that
t h e r e f i s B O S S .

In mourning the passing of Stanley

Matthews, meanwhile, we can rejoice that his

l e g a c y o f u n r i v a l l e d t a l e n t a n d i m p e c c a b l e

behav iou r i n t he pub l i c spo t l i gh t p rov ided a

shining example to all sportsmen of this

modern, and often mixed up, era.

I t o o k a s i c k l e o f f s c h o o l t o w a t c h t h e

M a t t h e w s fi n a l o n a 1 2 i n c h t e l e v i s i o n a t a

f r i e n d ’ s h o u s e . I s h o u l d h a v e b e e n b a c k a t

boarding school, after ahalf-term holiday, on

t h e T h u r s d a y b u t I d e v e l o p e d a m y s t e r i o u s

s t o m a c h b u g a n d d i d n ’ t g o b a c k u n t i l t h e

Sunday.

When Igot there
i t q u i c k l y b e c a m e

apparent that the

school had been hit

V
■

by an epidemic. They

called it Wembley-itis,

b u t i n r e a l i t y i t w a s

Matthews-itis: such

w a s t h e i m p a c t t h e

great man had not on

o n e s c h o o l , o r o n e

town , o r one coun t y,

but on the youth of an

entire nation.

m

Li
Sir Stanley Matthews

On apersonal note Ican still recite ad-lib

the first two paragraphs at the top of this

p a g e , t a k e n f r o m a b o o k a b o u t M a t t h e w s
which Iread in 1949 -and when he came to

the Co-op at Rochdale to sign autographs one

Saturday morning about that time Iswear the
q u e u e o f s m a l l b o y s i n s c h o o l c a p s , s h o r t

pants, knee length socks and gaberdine

raincoats stretched for quarter of amile.
M a t t h e w s w a s a r o l e m o d e l f o r m i l l i o n s .

How sad, how so utterly, depressingly sad that

his end should come at atime when anarchy

rules in football and when highly-paid so-called R o g e r H a l s t e a d

CD



VIe’ve Cured

Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTSManufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest guality

.. right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
hi
V.

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLATT &HILL
rk 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

Tel .  0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport

Chronicle
biS r<S.£Xd/

l<o
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MoorsideIf you^re not

satisfied with your

bank, convert
Metal Products

Limited

IS
STEEL FABRICATORS

ENGINEERS

Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

The Royal Bank

of Scotland

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

Telephone  0161  624  3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

Specialists in the oil, gas and
wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

APilgrim
▼ I N T E R N / V T I O I M A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk
Tel : 0161 624 8005 Fax: 0161 626 4945

<S)



;/●>

m^^SSC-- ',\1^ S'-:-.

fj;

r'J
-a4

From the Pen of Michael Turner

R U G B Y L E A G U E M I L E S T O N E S - A s u m m a r y o f i m p o r t a n t E v e n t s

1915 -1920

dominating proceedings. The first fully

integrated season of 1919-20 saw Harold

\A/agstaff and his men come as close as can

be, to winning all four major trophies for the

second time. The Yorkshire Cup, Yorkshire

League and Challenge Cup were all secured

but they were denied the ’’grand slam" by Hull

who beat them in the Championship Final by

the narrowest of margins, 3-2at Headingley.

Three Oldham p layers , Herman H i l ton , Evan

D a v i e s a n d A l f W o o d w e n t o n t h e 1 9 2 0 t o u r t o

Australia and New Zealand when the local

born Hilton played in all six test matches.

DESPITE the on-going hostilities in the First

World War, the 1914-1915 season was played

to it’s conclusion, with Huddersfield winning

a i l f ou r ma jo r t r oph ies . They conc luded the

campaign with aChampionship Final drubbing

of Leeds 35 -2and an equal ly emphat ic 37 -

3thrashing of St Helens in the Challenge Cup

Final at Watersheddings. Competitive matches

were then suspended for the duration of the
First World War.

Many clubs were forced to temporarily

close down as agreat number of their playing

s t a f f a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s w e r e a w a y i n t h e

a r m e d f o r c e s . I n d e e d f o r t y p l a y e r s a n d

o f fi c i a l s f r o m t h e O l d h a m c l u b a l o n e a n s w e r e d

the ’’call", seven of whom were destined never

to return. However, every club was affected by

the confl ic t and o f the many Nor thern Union

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o b e h o n o u r e d f o r t h e i r

bravery, none were more celebrated than the

Hull and Yorkshire threequarter. Lieutenant

J o h n H a r r i s o n w h o w a s a w a r d e d t h e V i c t o r i a

Cross after he lost his life charging an enemy

machine gun nest in defence of his men.

The ban on competitive rugby was lifted in

September 1918 w i th the resu l t tha t a

Lancashire league and aYorkshire equivalent

were commenced in January 1919. One victim

o f t h e e n f o r c e d b r e a k w a s t h e R u n c o r n c l u b

which went out of existence in 1916. However,

th is loss was o f fse t by the re -emergence o f

the St Helens Rees team who would go on to

enjoy success in the Lancashire Cup, as well

as setting up afierce local rivalry with the

m e n f r o m K n o w s l e y R o a d . T h e fi r s t m a j o r

honour after the resumption went to Rochdale

H o r n e t s w h o t r i u m p h e d o v e r n e i g h b o u r s

Oldham in the Lancashire Cup Final at Salford.

O n t h e w h o l e d o m e s t i c s c e n e i t w a s a

case of "as you were" with Huddersfield again Herman Hilton in his England jersey.

<S>
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WITH ONLY three games in the N.F.P. las t

week Leigh Centurions, Oldham’s conquerors

of afor tn ight ago, seized the opportuni ty to

go top of the League with asignificant victory

at Hull K.R. by 18 points to 14. The win also

puts Leigh in the driving seat of the West of

Pennines section for the Trans Pennine Cup

and sets in to context Oldham’s gal lant , but

u n a v a i l i n g e f f o r t s a t H i l t o n P a r k .

Featherstone also moved up, to joint third,

w i t h a n a w a y w i n a t t o d a y ’ s v i s i t o r s

Lancashire Lynx. Widnes, meanwhile, stayed

in the hunt with anarrow 3-0 win at home to

Sheffield.

Since our last programme amonth ago

Oldham have managed two away defeats and

a h o m e w i n , l a r g e l y w h a t o n e c o u l d h a v e

expected realistically, though optimism

a l w a y s d e m a n d s m o r e . L a n c a s h i r e L y n x

meanwhile have continued alosing streak

with the exception of ahome win over

W h i t e h a v e n b y 2 2 - 1 2 . S u r p r i s i n g t h i s , a s

Whitehaven current ly l ie e ighth in the table

a n d t w o w e e k s a g o s h o c k e d H o r n e t s a t

Spotland with aclose 22-20 victory. They

also had an outstanding home result when

defeating Widnes 13-6.

E l s e w h e r e , B a t l e y b o u n c e d b a c k f r o m

cup defeat by Oldham St Anne’s to pull off a

10-8 win at York Wasps, followed by an even

more sensational victory at Gigg Lane when

t h e y o v e r w h e l m e d S w i n t o n 3 2 - 1 6 . L a s t

s e a s o n ’ s C h a m p i o n s H u n s l e t H a w k s

continue to have abad time of it, their latest

disappointment being a36-4 ‘hiding’ at

Featherstone. Failure to gain promotion has

cos t t he Hawks de a r w i t h t he b reak -up o f
t h e i r G r a n d F i n a l t e a m a n d t h e o n s e t o f

disillusion.

fellow N.F.P. contenders, we wish the Rams

luck in their daunting Challenge Cup tie at

Headingley.

Voting by the N.F.P. coaches for the best

players in the League so far has thrown up

some interesting selections. Oldham had

four players nominated in Leo Casey, Mike

F o r d , J o e y H a y e s a n d To m O ’ R e i l l y. B u t

leading the way in the voting were Jamie

Rooney, Featherstone’s teenage scrum-half

i

f-

Jamie Rooney

who did such damage to the Roughyeds on
that dismal wet afternoon at the Lionheart

S t a d i u m l a s t s e a s o n ; a n d A s a A m o n e ,

a n o t h e r t h o r n i n O l d h a m ’ s s i d e i n t h e s a m e

g a m e , b u t n o w s t a r r i n g f o r D o n c a s t e r

Dragons a t p rop . However, top o f the po l l

was Keighley’s influential play-making stand¬
o f f M a r t i n W o o d , a n o t h e r w h o g a v e t h e

Roughyeds abad time at Cougar Park last

year. It’s all worth bearing in mind when we

meet t hese teams aga in t h i s yea r, t hough
w h e t h e r O l d h a m c a n s n u f f o u t t h e i r t a l e n t i s

a n o t h e r m a t t e r .

D o n c a s t e r D r a g o n s meanwhile,

continue to inflict pain on all and sundry. It

doesn’t help when you lose in the ‘House of

Pain’ as Oldham did, but i f ever abunch of

s p e c t a t o r s d e s e r v e d a c h a n c e t o c r o w a b i t

i t ’ s t h e f o l l o w e r s o f t h e D r a g o n s . F i n a l l y,

Keighley Cougars did everyone in the League

a f a v o u r b y b e a t i n g , a n d b e a t i n g w e l l ,

Dewsbury Rams, thereby proving to everyone

e lse tha t the Rams a re no t , as they were

beginning to look, invincible. Despite that, as

<3D
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the left centre spot. Garcia was in the Widnes

l ine-up las t season and adds much needed

quality to the Lynx’s back line.

Behind these three-quarters at fullback will

be 19 year old PAUL ROBERTS, apacy runner

who likes to attack from deep in the manner of

h i s C o a c h .

In the absence of skipper and stand-off

NEIL ALEXANDER with injury, JASON

D E M E T R I O U h a s b e e n d e p u t i s i n g . T h e

Australian’s creativity will have to be watched

today. And, although NEIL FLANAGAN, an ex-

Roughyed, is s t i l l on Lynx ’s books, today’s

scrum-half is likely to be DANNY BUTLER, a

combat ive and influent ia l p lay-maker and a

former St. Helens' Academy player.

No. 8will be big prop DAVE SMITH, now

recovered from the injuries that hampered him

l a s t t e r m , a n d a l w a y s a h a n d f u l f o r h i s

opponents. Fellow prop PAUL NORTON also had

adisrupted season last term but , now in jury

free, is returning to something approaching his

best form. Young 17 year old hooker CHRIS

R A M S D A L E i s t h e s o n o f A s s i s t a n t C o a c h

D e n n i s a n d l i k e s u b s t i t u t e s S T E V E C H A R N L E Y

and NEIL PRESCOTT, has graduated from the

Academy ranks.

With previously mentioned Houghton and

Vincent in the second-row last man down will be

JON-PAUL DOHERTY abail-playing, loose-

forward signed from Widnes Vikings.

In the event of injury

other Lynx players include

38 year old veteran CARL

BRISCOE, recently brought

b a c k f r o m W i g a n S t .

Patricks: big prop LEE

PREST, once of Wigan;

h i g h l y r a t e d p r o p S E A N

GERITAS who showed up well against Oldham

last year; long serving and wily utility forward

TOMMY HODKINSON; second-row tackling

machine ANDY FISHER; and two signings from

Leigh Centurions in winger DEREK HARDMAN

a n d e x - R L s t u d e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l h o o k e r o r

scrum-half SHELDON HANNON.

L A N C A S H I R E L y n x a r e a w h o l l y o w n e d

s u b s i d i a r y o f P r e s t o n N o r t h E n d F . C .

Unfortunately restr ic t ions on the use of the

Deepdale pitch since its refurbishment have led

to the Lynx hav ing to move out to p lay a t

C h o r l e y . T h i s h a s u n d o u b t e d l y h a d a

detrimental effect on the Club’s spectator base

which, even at i ts best, was not enormous.

This, together with the loss of amajor part of

their playing staff since last season, has meant

t h a t t h e t a s k o f S t e v e H a m p s o n a n d h i s

a s s i s t a n t , D e n n i s R a m s d a l e , h a s b e e n

rendered exceedingly difficult, to the extent that

Lynx are currently bottom of the NFP with but

one v ic tory f rom e ight games p layed. Asad

situation compared with an excellent season

only two years ago when Lynx capped their

league success by winning the inaugural (and

so far only) Treize Tournoi.

N e w c o m e r s t o Ly n x t h i s s e a s o n a r e :

Centre PHIL KNOWLES, astrong defensive

player formerly with Salford Reds; second-row

DANNY HOUGHTON, along striding ex-

Warrington Wolves recruit; and LUKE VINCENT a

prop or second-row also once on the books at

Salford.

Loan signings
PHIL FARRELL and

NEIL RODEN have

now returned to

Wigan, but Neil’s
brother

RODEN

signed

Adlington

expected to feature

on the wing. Ex-

O l d h a m B e a r D AV I D

JONES

occupies the other

wing spot, but with

in jury keeping h im

out we can expect to see MARK KAY on the

right. The elusive KEVIN O’LOUGHLIN, a

member of afamous RL family, is Kay’s likely

centre partner, while ANTON GARCIA will take

JAMES

f"newly
from

is

Carl Brisco

usually

Kevin O'Loughton



With Brian Walker

N A T I O N A L R U G B Y L E A G U E M U S E U M that parts of their authority have been left destitute or at
best run down because of the decline of industry. The

authority will be graded either One or Two dependent on

the severity of the effect. Merseyside (St Helens) for

example is graded One whilst Preston, Widnes,
Warrington and Oldham are graded Two.)

When will the RL museum happen? Obviously this
will depend on the site chosen and the speed at which
t h e c l u b c o n c e r n e d c a n b u i l d t h e i r n e w s t a d i u m o r i n t h e

case of Widnes as soon as asite is confirmed acceptable

and building started.

Exciting development or white elephant? Preston’s

local authority in tandem with the town's football club
sowed the seed of the idea of aNational Football

Museum to the FA. They want their town firmly on the

tourist map and look at this project as the honeypot to
help draw tourists off the M6 and into the town.

On the other hand the press have well documented

the disappointment at the number of v is i tors to the

prestigious Royal Armouries museum in Leeds. Already

too, some doubt is being cast as to the wisdom of the
new Imperial War Museum planned forTrafford.

Iwould not necessarily expect asports museum to

be profitable. Providing it can stand on its own two feet
and not prove adrain on the sport’s coffers, good luck to
t h e v e n t u r e . M u s e u m s h a v e b e e n d e fi n e d a s t h e

AS most Oldham supporters will be aware, the Rugby

League have initiated aproject to develop aNational

Rugby League Museum that w i l l house the spor t 's

historical collections and celebrate the history and
achievements of players, officials and spectators.

Like the English and Scottish Football Museums at
Preston and Hampden Park and Union’s ‘Twickenham

Experience’ the RL Museum would become recognised by

the Museum and Galleries Commission and would employ
the highest standard of display and preservation.

S e v e r a l s i t e s t o h o u s e t h e M u s e u m h a v e b e e n

suggested not least the possibility of ‘bolting’ the project
onto Oldham’s Sports Park 2000.

The Authorities at St Helens, Warrington, Widnes,

Hull and Oldham have all expressed interest. Oldham’s

geographical position coupled with Sports Park 2000’s

easy direct motorway access, plus Director of Economic

Development Keith Coates’ confirmation to League’s
ch ie f execu t i ve Ne i l Tunn i c l i f f e t ha t t he town i s more than

interested in accommodating this development, placed

Oldham early favourites.
St Helens, Warrington and Hull plan new stadia. My

understanding is that the St Helens and Hull

developments are urban and will not have direct motorway

access and that Warrington are considering two sites,
o n e t o w n c e n t r e a n d t h e o t h e r a t t h e s i d e o f t h e M 6 2

close to Burtonwood. Widnes, of course, have

redeveloped their old ground to form the fine, but town
centre sited. Auto Quest Stadium.

But will it happen? If it does, when, at what cost and

WHO PAYS? An exci t ing project or potent ia l whi te elephant?

repository of all aspects of national culture. Therefore, as

rugby league is avital and historic part of the culture of

the people of the north of England it is high time that it

had its own national museum. The increasing popularity
of sports museums, of which there are now over twenty in

the UK, demonstrates too that there is asignificant
audience of people interested in the history of sport in
general.Will it happen? Only if the RL don’t have to pay! the

League don’t have the cash and would expect the project

to be funded from outside the sport.
So what is the cost? Well, the Football Museum at

Preston is costing £11.5 million. This is currently being
built under the new Tom Finney stand at Preston North

End’s revamped Deepdale stadium with the opening
scheduled for the back end of this year. Neither the

Football League nor the Football Association wil l be

required to spend one penny. Whilst they have given full

backing to the project the museum will be ‘owned’ by a

charitable trust who have the responsibility of raising the
full set up and ongoing running costs.

The actual building and fitting out of the Football
Museum will cost around £7.5m. Whilst Preston NE may

not charge the FA/FL for the use of the space in which
the museum will be housed the value of this space has

b e e n c a l c u l a t e d a t £ 4 m . T h e t r u s t h a s b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i n

securing a65% grant from the Heritage Lottery fund

based on anotional cost of £11.5m ie agrant of £7.5m.
Further negotiated funds include small amounts of private

sponsorship and £250,000 from the Single Regeneration
budget. The funding basket therefore is already in excess

of the minimum requirements and they are still looking for
more!

4s for Oldham being chosen to host the museum?
Much depends on the skill of Oldham Council in obtaining

funding. The Heritage Lottery fund has expressed some
doubts about awarding any future large single museum

project grants, preferring the route of more but smaller
grants. The grant basket for asports museum this time

around will be harder to fill. Whilst the Heritage Lottery

fund will still be of major importance, the Single
Regeneration budget could be more important to this
project than for example to the Football Museum. There

will also be aneed too to look at European grants and to
the private sector.

Halton Borough Council have reputedly been quick

on their feet, the word on the grapevine being that already
they have organised afunding package and are ramming

home to the League that aNational Museum should not
be seen to be part of any ‘club’ stadium and must be on

astand alone basis. They also point to the existing Auto
Quest Stadium and National Chemical museum as proof

of their ability to bring home the bacon. St Helens have

Grade One access to the Single Regeneration budget and

these factors in my opinion place Widnes and St. Helens
current favourites to be awarded the project.

To regain possible lost ground Oldham Council must

now pick up the pace and equally ram home the excellent

des ign , p res t ige and pos i t ion o f Spor ts Park 2000

coupling this to their ability in negotiating the funding.

(The Single Regeneration budget is an amount of

cash set up by the Government that can be claimed from

by local authorities who believe they have an argument

eg)
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Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖ L i v e S k y S p o r t s

❖ English Horse Racing ❖
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Cabaret
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Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

I^Qub

HARLEQUINS
Btitisli

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Pvque

Sanlugo III

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranean g

IJ FULLY AIKCONPITION

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

■g 79 54 60

Eloyal
Garden

TirtflA

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PUYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEo

(3D



4fi interview by

D a v e R o b e r t s w i t h

M a r k S i b s o n

we made too many errors but I fee l i t

was agame we could have won. Iwould

like to say the fans here are fantastic:

they always get behind us -in fact Ilike

everything about the club.

How about today’s game?

The re a re no easy games i n t he

N.F.P. but this is agame we should win.

I remember last season playing for

Bramley and losing twice to Lynx. So we

need to take two points today. Our aim is

to make sure we finish in the top eight:

that is something Iknow we are capable

of. Ithink Dewsbury are looking the best

bet to finish top while Leigh are agood

side and will prove hard to beat at Hilton

Park . A l so Doncas te r w i l l be t he re a t t he

finish.

What part of your game would you like

to improve?

/ t h i n k I a m m a k i n g t o o m a n y

mistakes, but Iam aiming to put it right.

Nevertheless Iam very happy playing full

b a c k a n d I p r e f e r i t m u c h m o r e t h a n

playing on the wing where Ifeel Iwould

have no freedom.

Who do you train with in your own time?

/do weights with David and Anthony

Gibbons in my home town (Leeds).

Why do people call you Ziggy?

/ h a v e n o i d e a . I t h a s s t u c k w i t h m e

s i n c e I w a s a b o u t 3 y e a r s o l d . I

remember acharacter on Grange Hill

with the same name (but don't print

that). Honest Idon't know where it

c o m e s f r o m .

Sum up the team’s first ten games.

We had agreat start and to be

honest we were not playing that well but

were winning our games. After losing at

B a r r o w a n d D o n c a s t e r w e w e r e

determined to get aresult in the Cup at

Rochdale but we showed no enthusiasm

and we must put that behind us. At Leigh D A V E R O B E R T S

(W
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Tim Street’s barber (or did he politely

r e m i n d h i m t h a t h e a d t a c k l e s a r e

outlawed last week)?

19. Is Lancashire Lynx agolf club?

20. What is aThrum and why did it have a

Hall?

21. Why are they not called Gateshull F.C.?

2 2 . W h a t s o r t o f a n a m e i s S T E E L E

RETCHLESS? (You couldn’t make it up!)

23. If you could have your choice of referee

would you have a) Alan Bates or b) Billy
Bunter?

24. If you could sign anew scrum-half would

you sign a) Bobby Goulding or b) some
‘nutter ’ from Huyton? [Isn’t that the

same thing? Ed.]

I VA i n h i s b i i n d n e s s w o u i d l i k e t o k n o w : -

Why would Leigh Centurions have a
P I G a s t h e i r m a s c o t a n d n o t a R o m a n

Soldier?

Why won’t Wigan fans travel to away

games?

Do Tigers actually live in Jungles?

Would you go to Beirut for aLebanon

home game?

Can Jamie BLOEM again?

What do you think referee Aian Bates
w a s n i c k n a m e d a t s c h o o l ?

Why can’t Villeneuve play at home?

Has Whelan (‘n Dealing) met his match

in Wigan Council? If he takes his bat
home he can abandon soccer and rugby

and take to cricket!

How come Huddersfieid/SHEFFIELD play

in Claret and Gold?

10. Since when has asix year contract tied a

player to his club for life (especially when

he’s 24)?

11. Why can’t Oldham players pass to their

right?

12. Why aren’t they calied Ciayton INACTION

group?

13. Why don’t they shoot Henry the Hornet?

14. Which border can they raid from Barrow?

15. Why do half of Featherstone fans live in
Pontefract?

16. Why were you daft enough to buy a

burger at Doncaster after Roughyed
Times warned you off?

17. Why was Chris McKinney not sent off in

the Rochdaie cup-tie?

18. Was Russeil Smith asking the name of

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

T
ft

9.

Bobby Goulding

If you can’t get under the salary cap do

you a) try to offload quality players like
Tommy Martyn or b) sign an Australian
stand-off on amassive contract?

[Answers, please, to Ellery from your

local psychiatrist].

25.

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S T . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

1313^ 0161-284 9000 13111



A m a t e u r A l b u m
SAINT ANNES

IF THERE was anational competit ion based on after

match hospitality provided by rugby league clubs, then
S t . A n n e s w o u l d w i n i t h a n d s d o w n . T h e r e f r e s h m e n t s

and friendship shown by Saints after each first team

game at Higginshaw Road is far superior to, not only

a n y o t h e r a m a t e u r c l u b , b u t a l l t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l

outfits as well. After every Conference League,
Challenge Cup or National Cup match at St. Annes the

referee, his touch judges, the visiting club’s officials
and the various sponsors are treated to afour course
m e a l w i t h w i n e i n c l u d e d . T h a t i s o v e r a n d a b o v e t h e

hot meal which is provided for every player and back

up personnel of the home and visiting teams. The

s t a n d a r d o f s e r v i c e p r o v i d e d i s a c r e d i t t o t h e

voluntary kitchen staff at St. Annes, led by Bob Jolly
and Brenda Graham.

It does help, of course when the club is housed

in such lavish social facilities as those at Higginshaw

Road. The clubhouse contains large concert room with

stage, artist changing rooms, disc Jockey facilities and

satellite large screen television; smaller, but still

spacious, players’ lounge with pool table and

television; gymnasium, kit and equipment storerooms,

secretary’s office, kitchen and, of course, acouple of

wel l stocked bars. Despi te enjoying faci l i t ies which
are the envy of many local sporting organisations, St.

Annes retain aburning desire to expand even further.

Moves are afoot to obtain asizable grant with which
to finance the bu i ld ing o f aspor ts ha l l w i th a l l the

facilities necessary to enable the Saints Junior teams
to train at the same location. Two full sized pitches, a

floodl i t a l l -weather t ra in ing area, floodl ights for the

first team pi tch, asmal l stand and car park for 350

vehicles are also included in the proposed scheme.

President Bill Herron, aformer playing member of the
club, spoke about the Saints’ ambitions, "We aim to

m a k e t h i s c l u b t h e fi n e s t a n d f r i e n d l i e s t c l u b i n t h e

g a m e . H o w e v e r , w e h a v e n o a m b i t i o n s t o t u r n

professional and we feel that we are well on the way

to achieving those object ives with the faci l i t ies that

we already own”.

Saints were also delighted earlier this year when

youth section coaching co-ordinator Steve Kelly, who

coaches the under-13s, won the prest igious Greater
Manchester Coach of the Year Award. The prize was

won in acompet i t ion which covered, not only rugby

league, but every other sporting activity enjoyed by the
y o u t h o f t h i s a r e a . K e l l y i s o n e o f a n u m b e r o f

ded icated coaches wi th in the Sain ts ’ Jun ior set -up

which provides expert coaching for players aged from

under 8s upwards. There are teams for every age
group represent ing Saints each week inc lud ing two
open aged teams. The under-18s are coached by Matt

Calland, aWembley finalist with Bradford Bulls, whilst

the open age coaches are Chris Deakin, first team,
and Keith Atkinson &Dave Hewitt whose ‘A’ team

play in the first division of the North West Counties

League, the highest grade of rugby enjoyed by any
club in the town outside the National Conference

League. Unti l the sports hall is built , training takes

place at Higginshaw Road and also at various

educat ion department faci l i t ies throughout the town

The Brothers Deakin. Warrington Wolves chief executive
Peter, coach Chris and captain Mike ponder the Castleford

Tigers challenge.

such as Breeze Hill, Counthill and North Chadderton
schools.

There are agood few followers of rugby league,

m y s e l f i n c l u d e d , w h o c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e P r e m i e r

Division of the National Conference League provides

the most spectacular act ion of any game, including

Super League. Come down to St. Annes and sample

the entertainment and if you wish to take advantage

of the Higginshaw Road facilities, match, ball and

man-o f - the-match sponsorsh ip i s ava i lab le a t very
r e a s o n a b l e r a t e s . C o n t a c t J o h n F i t z s i m o n s o n 6 7 8

8600 to avail yourself of these terrific deals.
Don Yates

A L L I A N C E F I R S T D I V I S I O N F I X T U R E S 2 0 0 0

.JANUARY
8th Whitehaven Warriors

ISth BARROW B.R.

22nd Workington Town
27th Rochdale Hornets

FEBRUARY

3 r d F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S H W 3 4 - 6

10th HUNSLET HAWKS

17th LEIGH CENTURIONS

26th Bat ley Bu l ldogs

MARCH

2nd KEIGHLEY COUGARS

8 t h W i d n e s V i k i n g s
2 3 r d R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

30th Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

5th Hunslet Hawks

13th BATLEY BULLDOGS

MAY

3rd Ke igh ley Cougars
13th WHITEHAVEN W.

Barrow B. R.

27th WORKINGTON TOWN

31 st Leigh Centurions

.JUNE

1 5 t h W I D N E S V I K I N G S

.JULY

1 S t T O P F I V E P L A Y O F F

22nd GRAND FINAL PLAY OFF FINAL

AW18-16

HW42-2

AL26-4

AL16-4

H P

H P

A W 1 8 - I I

H7.30

A7.30

H7.30

A7.30

A7.30

H7.30

A7.30

H2.30

A2.30

H2.30

A7.30

20th

H7.30
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Noticeboard
R L H a l l o f F a m e I n v i t e s N e w N o m i n a t i o n s

years, and his professional piaying career must
have ended by 1October 1995.

Current members of the Mali of Fame are Biiiy

Ba t ten , B r ian Bevan , B i i i y Bos ton , Ne i l Fox , A lex

M u r p h y, J o n t y P a r k i n , G u s R i s m a n , A l b e r t
Rosenfeld, Jim Sullivan and Harold Wagstaff.

The closing dated for nominat ions is 31
M a r c h 2 0 0 0 . A s h o r t l i s t o f n o m i n e e s w i l l b e

announced before the Induction Ceremony.

T h e fi n a l s e l e c t i o n w i l l b e m a d e b y a p a n e l

consisting of Neil Tunnicliffe, BARLA's Billy Fill, RFL
statistician Raymond Fletcher, RFL archivist Tony

Collins and journalists Ray French, Martyn Sadler
and Mick S tephenson.

N o m i n a t i o n s s h o u l d b e s e n t t o :

Hall of Fame Millennium Induction, The Rugby

Football League, Red Hall, Red Hall Lane, Leeds
LS17 8NB

Rugby League supporters throughout the UK are
being invited to nominate three new members for
induction into the Rugby League Hall of Fame.

T h e M i l l e n n i u m I n d u c t i o n w i l l e l e c t t h r e e

players to join the ten current Hall of Fame

members. The induction ceremony will take place

in Cctober 2CCC, just before the Lincoln Financial
Group Rugby League World Cup takes place.

"We’re inviting all sections of the rugby league
community to send in their three nominations for
s e l e c t i o n t o t h e H a l l o f F a m e , " s a i d R F L c h i e f

executive Neil Tunnicliffe.

“Entry into the Hall of Fame is the highest
accolade any player can receive and we want to

make sure that everyone in the game gets the
chance to have their opinion heard."

To be eligible, aplayer must have played in

professional British rugby league for at least ten

I
f

interested to hear from anyone who could shed any

light on the date or the occasion of this match.
Initial research would suggest that the

dignitaries are not wearing Oldham chains of office

and it is probably not a“Law Cup’ match.
I f anyone cou ld supp ly any in format ion

regarding this photograph or indeed has any other
photos featuring Mick Downey could they please
contact Alex at the following address.

A l e x M a j i d i ,

317, Hills Road, Cambridge. CB2 2QT

The photograph which is featured on this page of

the programme shows ex Watersheddings favourite
Billy Mitchell and Mick Downey of Rochdale. Mick

also had aspell with Oldham playing 107 games
for the c lub between 1937 and 1944.

It would appear, due to the presence of the

two dignitaries, that this is aspecial match of
some kind.

T h e c l u b h a s h a d a r e q u e s t f r o m M i c k ’ s

grandson, Alex who is keeping ascrapbook of his

g rand fa the r ’s p l ay i ng ca ree r and wou ld be

CD



web.site. ^

commonsense.com

With Simon Winnard

THE OVERALL structure of Rugby League in this

country is an issue which has rareiy been agreed

on in recent years. Foiiowing the spiit from

Union, Rugby League’s own development has

been hampered by internal differences over the

years. However, what is somewhat ironic is the

rift between the amateur and professional game -

the very issue which gave birth to Rugby League
in the first place.

For far too long, professional clubs have fed

off the amateur game with little or no investment

at grass roots level in return. The absence of a

united governing body dedicated to moving the
game fo rward has le f t us w i th a three t ie red

h i e r a r c h y - S u p e r L e a g u e , t h e N F P a n d t h e

Amateur game,

it is only recently that we have seen serious

overtures towards reconciliation as the disparity

of lottery/external grant funding, when compared

to o ther spor ts , has been made apparent , i t

saddens me that once again the clamouring for

external funding is the only means of bringing

positive reactive change. It is of course difficult

to assess the real cost to our game over the

years, but in terms of trailing the standards set

by ou r Aus t ra l i an coun te rpa r t s , i t i s c l ea r l y
significant.

Whilst the dispute between the amateur and

p r o f e s s i o n a l g a m e l o o k s fi n a l l y s e t t o b e

resolved, what is again somewhat ironic is the

growing gap between SL and the NFP. This has

been clearly highlighted by the Challenge Cup

r e s u l t s i n r e c e n t w e e k s a n d t h e g a p i s

undoubted ly w iden ing . Wi th no fu r ther News

Corporation funding and the demise of smaller

clubs like Bramley, it would appear that the RFL

would be quite happy for the game outside SL to

die aslow and [Dainful death. The trimming of
SLE by the farc ica l exc lus ion of Gateshead,

Sheffield and Hunslet, points increasingly
towards adosed shop and what would seem a
bleak future for the NFP.

H i s t o r i c a l l y , i n o r d e r f o r a s m a l l e r
professional club to survive and sustain

reasonable growth, an investment in and

development of young, unproven talent has

proven vital. Inevitably this takes time. However

the Bosman ru l i ng has mean t t ha t t o some

extent we can no longer guarantee the return on

youth investment as in days gone by. Aprime
example of this would be our own Leo Casey, for

w h o m t h e f o r m e r O l d h a m c l u b r e c e i v e d a

m a s s i v e £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 f r o m P e t e r F o x ’ s

Fea the rs tone some yea rs back . Tha t s imp ly

wouldn’t happen today.

This rul ing has had asignificant effect on

professional RL. Freedom of contract has, to

date, been heavily

weighted in the

p laye rs ’ f avou r and

effectively meant the

collapse of the
t r a n s f e r m a r k e t a s

we knew it. Former

Bear Brett Goldspink

i s a p r i m e e x a m p l e ,

having played for four

c l u b s i n a s m a n y

years in the Br i t i sh

game. We have seen
amassive closed

season turnaround of

players with another

i n fl u x o f f o r e i g n e r s

and relatively few |
transfer

changing hands.

Increasingly, the most promising amateur

y o u n g s t e r s a r e s n a p p e d u p o n b i g m o n e y

contracts by the age of 14 and 15. This season

has seen the 17 year old ex-Royton Tiger Alex

Wilkinson given afull time Super League contract

at the Bradford Bulls -afledgling club such as

Oldham simply cannot compete with that.

On the bright side, however, the back to

basics approach adopted by the NFP this season

shows encouraging signs of not only short term

survival but long term development. Not least

our very own ‘A’ team who are, for the first time

in years, making areal effort to foster young,

local talent -aclose relationship with the

amateur game will surely prove crucial.

The attempt to admit aHuddersfield ‘feeder’
c l u b i n t o t h e N F P w a s a c l e a r i n d i c a t o r t h a t t h e

powers that be merely see our competition as a

development league. To that end, the RFL must

address the issues raised here and ensure that,

if time and effort have gone into the coaching

and nur tu r ing o f ou r young ta len t , su ffic ien t
rewards a re there a t the end to jus t i f y tha t

investment not merely abreeding ground for

easy pickings by the elite few.

fees

Brett Goldspink

eg)



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for ̂
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and ^

Health &Safety Audits.
Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle Hou se, Schofi el dStreet, Oldham,0L8 1QL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

( I o a d } v i fi

BESr‘

o
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

for Ford in
V
iSaddleworth
M ● N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairs

iGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season V

IBLAINEY’S

BAKERS

escort

^Rick Whyman Ltd.I
SADDLEWORTH

MOTOR COHigh Class Bakers and
Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 -624-7391

M HIGH STREET,■

^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM g

01457 872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

THETHE
Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

Oldham RLFC every success in 1999
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Ret i ro St reet , Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEEBEE
faundtd 1914founded 1914

yVim j7.v financej a m i t y fi n a n c e

fin]© (Q)D(^[jT]i][Iifii ©@D[
cr

om

proudly associated with Oldham R.L.F.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and

part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 269 480.mm

dS)



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0161 -339 6140

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584
AMH AMH

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

Pumps A
Established 1947

P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

OLDHAM As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s ieading

manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed delivery

and unrivalled technical

expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2000



Craig Barker
Gaskell &Co Estate Agents

Oldham 4Uppermill
Tel : 0161 6201427 or

01457 870557

David Gibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
Accountants

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Chris Nayior

John Willie Lees

Brewery

i
Tom O’Reiiiy

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

Tel : 01706 842416

Keith Brennan

Lansdowne Roofing

Supplies Ltd.
Tel : 0161 626 0896

Danny Guest

Frank Royales

Window Cleaning
Services

-rs:-
,i», « ■

K-

Mark Campbeii

Saddleworth Sports
and School Uniform

Majorie &Geoff Cooke

Andy Proctor

Ricbrad Roofing
Tel : 01457 832000

Joey Hayes

Broadhurst

Engineering Ltd

S'

'■Sar'

Pat Rich

George Barlow
& S o n s L t d

Tel : 0161 624 4301

C h r i s H o i i a n d

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Leo Casey

M e d l o c k L t d

John Hough

Platt &Hill Ltd

Foam Sc Fibre Filling
Tel : 0161 621 4400

Wes Rogers

MacFarlane

Merchanting Limited

Stalybridge

Jason Clegg

Celebrate Caterers

Tel : 0161 624 3619

I

Gavin Dodd

Al Zabiela

ALZ Gym

0161 626 5577

Warren Druggitt

Ha l l Needham Ass

Architects

Tel : 0161 624 4445

Greame Shaw

John Willie Lees

Brewery

<4

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
Domino

Engineering Ltd

Pe te r Fe r r i s

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Joe McNicholas

lain Taylor

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services

Tel : 0161 626 9175

Kevin Mannion

Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d

Tel : 0161 6261141

ian Sinfieid

John Barrett

(Time keeper)
A

Nathan Varley

John Willie Lees

Brewery

Mike Ford

Roughyed Times
Fanzine

Adrian Mead

M e d l o c k L t d

-H-'f

^JCraig
MMiiner
^Supporters

-“S

Anthony Gibbons

Venda Valet

M a c h i n e s L t d

Tel : 0161 633 3793

Warren Barrow

Alan Butterworth

Shaw Finance Company
Club

Dave

LewisK

(JD



Oldham, Every wish will be passed to Rotary
who, with the help of Admiral Leasing will “fix
it”.

We at Oldham Rugby League Football

Club like to think we are afriendly, community
based club. With this in mind, we received a

letter from the secretary of Wigan St Judes,
M r J o e F i t z s i m m o n s . I t r e a d “ J u s t a f e w w o r d s

COURTESY WEEK

28th February -7th March
T H E R O TA R Y C L U B o f O l d h a m w i t h a s s i s t a n c e

from Admiral Leasing pic, are promoting
“Courtesy Week" in Oldham. Involved in the

scheme are the Oldham Evening Chronicle,
Oldham Chamber o f Commerce , Revo lu t i on

Radio, Oldham Athletic and, obviously Oldham

Rugby League Football Club.

The project aims to “put asmile on the

face of Oldham” The general public will be

invited to write to their local paper giving
illustrations of high standards of courtesy and

cus tomer se rv i ce . They can then nom ina te

t he pe rson /o rgan i sa t i on f o r aCou r tesy

Award. The most outstanding awardees will
and

Manchester/London return tickets sponsored
by Virgin Trains.

As agesture of courtesy to disabled

children, the pupils of two special schools

(Park Dean and Hill Top) are being invited to

express their Millennium Wish to the Mayor of

of thanks on behalf of St Judes players,

o f fi c i a l s , s p o n s o r s a n d s p e c t a t o r s f o r t h e

w a r m a n d g e n e r o u s h o s p i t a l i t y, w h i c h w e

received from Oldham RLFC. Everyone Ihave

spoken to cannot praise people at the club

enough. You are on the right track, to make

Oldham RLFC aforce to reckoned wi th and,

the club is acredit to this great game of

Rugby League."

Having stood (and Alas! sat) with our
s u p p o r t e r s I k n o w t h a t t h e y a r e t h e b e s t

within the game. The banter with opposing

fans is always superb. We obviously watch the

g a m e t h r o u g h R e d & W h i t e s p e c t a c l e s b u t

a l w a y s a c k n o w l e d g e g o o d p l a y a n d

sportsmanship. Iam sure we wi l l a l l support

“Courtesy Week”. Now don’t forget “You were
very unlucky then referee!” and “I’m sure you

know the rules Sir! but would you mind awfully

just looking at them again to refresh your

memory. Old Chap?’

special recognitionreceive

Scott

J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s
Hi to all the Junior Roughyeds!!.

Awarm Oldham welcome goes out to
the Lancashire Lynx team and supporters.

The Oldham mascot for today’s match

i s M e g a n H a r t l e y .

Megan is 9years old
a n d h e r f a v o u r i t e

player is Jason Clegg.

Have agood day.
The mascot for

n e x t w e e k ’ s a w a y
match at Widnes

V i k i n g s i s M a r i a
H o l m e s . M a r i a i s 1 0

y e a r s o l d a n d h e r

favourite player is John

Hough.

Iwould like to take

t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o
t h a n k G e o f f a n d

Marjorie Cooke of

Saddleworth Sports
a n d S c h o o l U n i f o r m f o r

providing kit socks for
t h e s e a s o n f o r a l l t h e

m a t c h d a y m a s c o t s .

Many thanks for your

continued support.

We are still looking
for amain sponsor for

the Junior Roughyeds this season. Please
c o n t a c t C h r i s H a m i l t o n f o r m o r e d e t a i l s .

Maria Holmes

Megan Hartley
Debra Rafferty

CD



Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform
EIL

GIBBISON
Suppliers of Sports Equipment,

Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o e S c h o o l

U n i e o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

-B.D.S., V.U Mane

Dental

Surgeon
Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , Greenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

❖

Tel 01457 872108
E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ■Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ●Amex

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

USA Office:

Hayieswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: anllox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

eg)



“...and that’s agreat ball

played out wide to the

wing...”

>o

O

The N TEAM
At GEORGE HILL

■^^Tit's never aTRYING
experience. We

Thave all the products
^you need to get the
-■ right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

the Great ball

www.mitre.com

r

AKtm>

a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

The

I
I

m'jj

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel : 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250

1/1/e’re ready to be

of service to you...

. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,

A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

IT TUT
01706

712321

li J_Qi

www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON

since 1795SOLICITORS

2 9 / 3 3 U n i o n S t r e e t O l d h a m O L I I H H

DX 23607 Oldham EMAiL@wrigleyclaydo n.com Fax 0161 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

TEL 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M A Q U A U r r t i C V I C k

dS)



T H E D O N ’
D o n Ya t e s l o o k s b a c k t o M a r c h 5 t h y e s t e r y e a r . Another winger was in try-scoring mood on

t h i s d a y i n 1 9 3 2 , S a t u r d a y 5 t h
March, when St . Heiens defeated Barrow 36-

15 at Knowsiey Road, in so doing the Saints

scored eight tries, six of which were credited

to Aif Eiiaby. Forty-six years iater, on Sunday
5th March 1978, S t . F ie iens scored 15 t r ies

w h e n t h e y d e f e a t e d B r a m i e y 7 1 - 7 a i s o a t

Knowsiey Road, in that match fuii-back Geoff
Pimbiett ianded 13 goals.

One o f the most popu lar p layers on the

Oldham staff during the 1998 campaign was

utility player Michael Edwards who always gave

100% in every game. Fie joined Oldham two

years ago today, Thursday 5th March 1998,
f rom Swinton. Edwards made 20 appearances

for the Roughyeds and scored six tries during

t h e 1 9 9 8 se a so n b u t , p r i o r t o t h a t , h e w a s

with the previous Oldham club, the Bears, and

he made acoup le o f appearances dur ing the

shortened 1995/96 season before moving
a c r o s s t o S w i n t o n .

Two years earlier, on Tuesday 5th March
1996, Oldham signed arelatively unknown

forward f rom Balmain (Austra l ia) . Mat t Munro

proved to be acapable, hard-working and

versatile forward who made 37 appearances

and scored eight tries

du r i ng two yea rs o f
S u p e r L e a g u e a c t i o n

before returning to

Australia on the demise

of the Bears.

I t w a s o n t h i s d a y /

i n 1 9 8 8 , S a t u r d a y 5 t h

March, that the
Australian

Newcastle Knights ^
p l a y e d t h e i r fi r s t

competitive match. A

crowd of 26,340 were attracted to Newcastle

Sports ground for the visit of Parramatta. The
majority of the crowd would have been pleased

to see the Knights take an early lead with a
p e n a l t y f r o m s t a n d - o f f R o b b i e Te w b u t

t h e r e a f t e r i t w a s a l l P a r r a m a t t a w h o w e n t o n t o

AFTER an absence of almost amonth, the

Roughyeds return to Boundary Park this

afternoon for amatch against Lancashire Lynx,
a c l u b w h o r o s e f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e

League and within four years reached the final
of the Treize Tournoi, the NFP’s version of the

European Cup.

That action packed
afternoon in Toulouse

seemed amillion miles

away when, on Saturday

5th March 1994,

C h o r l e y B o r o u g h , a s

Lynx were then known,

lost 20-16 at Dudley

Flill in aConference

League fixture. On the

s a m e d a y S a d d l e w o r t h

«3

m

Sean Whitehead

R a n g e r s d e f e a t e d

Egremont Rangers 36-
22 with current

Roughyeds’ director

Sean

landing six goals for
Saddleworth. Also

Xincluded in Saddle-

IfN worth’s pack that
f\, afternoon was Andy

Proctor, the current

Roughyeds’ skipper.

One hundred or so years ago there were

a b o u t fi f t y r u g b y l e a g u e c l u b s s p r e a d

throughout the borough. They were of variable
s t a n d a r d s b u t t h r e e o f t h e b e t t e r c l u b s w e r e

Abbeyh i l l s , Lees and Werne th . Way back i n

1898 these three clubs won their way through

to the second round of the Challenge Cup.

Those ties were staged on Saturday 5th March

when Werneth, unfortunately, lost 16-4 away

to another Junior club. Barton.

Both Abbeyhi l ls and Lees were drawn at

home to league opposition but both switched

the ties to their opponents’ ground just as St.

Annes d id three weeks ago. Not surpr is ing ly,

both c lubs suffered heavy defeats. Abbeyhi l ls

lost 59-0 at Leigh, where stand-off Flarry

D u n d a v i n s c o r e d f o u r t r i e s a n d a c o u p l e o f

goa l s , and Lees l os t 65 -2 a t Sa l f o rd whe re

w i n g e r F r a n k M i l e s s c o r e d s i x t r i e s , a c l u b

record which has yet to be beaten.

Whitehead

T

Andy Proctor

V
club

Bob Lindner

win 28-4. Acouple of players in the Parramatta

l i ne -up . Bob L indne r and Pau l Tay lo r, spen t

s o m e t i m e h e r e i n O l d h a m p l a y i n g f o r t h e

Roughyeds.
Don Yates



Date Opponent

DECEMBER

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18

27 ROCHDALE HORNETS W23-20

JANUARY

2Swinton Lions

9WHITEHAVEN W

16 Barrow B.R.

23 WORKINGTON T

FEBRUARY

6Doncaster Dragons

8Wigan SU (SCCC R3) W44-0 1,376

13 Rochdale H(SCCC R4)

20 Leigh Centurions

MARCH

5LANCASHIRE LYNX

12 Widnes Vikings

19 DEWSBURY RAMS

26 Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

2Sheffield Eagles

9HUNSLET HAWKS

16 Batley Bulldogs

21 Rochdale Hornets

24 SWINTON LIONS

Result Att

F-A

W23-18 2,567

W26-22 2,446

L19-16 1,618

W30-17 2,222 Amega Labels Ltd
Shaw Street, Oldham OL1 3RR

0161 785 0813

L16-26 2,130

L14-30 2,168

L10-28 2,410

Mm of the Match
H3.00

A3.00

H3.00

A3.30

Lawrence Perrins &Sons Ltd

176 Oldham Road, Springhead,
Oldham 0L4 5SJ

0161 6241723

A3.15

H3.00

A3.00

A7.30

H3.00

MAY

1 YORK WASPS

7Hull Kingston Rovers

10 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

14 Whitehaven Warriors

21 BARROW B.R.

26 Workington Town

29 DONCASTER DRAGONS H3.00

H3.00

A3.00

H7.30

A3.00

Matchball
H3.00

Kirstail Properties
32 Clegg Street, Oldham OL11RW

0161 624 4889/3070

A7.30

JUNE

4LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Lancashire Lynx

18 WIDNES VIKINGS

25 Dewsbury Rams

H3.00

A3.00

H3.00

A3.00

JULY

Important Notice

B o u n d a r y P a r k i s fi t t e d w i t h a n e m e r g e n c y a l e r t s y s t e m

(Local High Pitch, Two Tone Signal).
I f you shou ld hea r the s igna l p lease pay a t ten t i on to the

INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. ATEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE

PRIOR TO EACH GAME, TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME,

F O L L O W E D B Y T H E W O R D S ;

“ T h i s i s a t e s t o f t h e B o u n d a r y P a r k A l e r t S y s t e m ”

2FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H3.00

Oldham RLFC fully support the let’s
tackle racism in rugby league
campaign and welcomes all players
and spectators irrespective of their

ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no
place in our game and racist chants are

totally unacceptable. Allow everyone to
enjoy the game.



Oldham -Well placed for the

challenges of the New Millennium

Oldham Metropolitan Borough is ready to meet the

many and varied challenges of 2000 and beyond.

The Council’s forward thinking approach,
commitment and act iv i t ies have resul ted in a

massive regeneration and revitalisation programme

of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving
town centre which has benefited f rom £100 mi l l ion

investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a

national award-winning multi million pound

regeneration scheme, development of anew cultural

quarter, anew business management school, a

town centre based leisure scheme including

multiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form

College, adiversity of industry, the planned

extension of the Metrolink tram system and much
more.

All this, together with Oldham’s reputation for
innovat ion, hard work and f r iend l iness means that

the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the

challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the

local community and in helping Oldham maintain its

significant status in the North West Region.

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,

including its regeneration programmes and policies

to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,

Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

O L D H A M D D D D
Metropolitan Borough O



.1NORTHERN
NORTHERN

I k

PRESTON
NORTH

PREMIERSHIP

END

O L D H A M L A N C A S H I R E L .
Coach Mike FORD Coach Steve HAMPSON

Paul ROBERTS

David JONES

^Kevin O’LOUGHLIN
WAnton GARCIA

M a r k K A Y

Jason DEMETRIOU

Danny BUTLER

Michael PRESCOTT

C h r i s R A M S D A L E

Paul NORTON

Dave SMITH

Danny HOUGHTON

John Paul DOHERTY

M a r k S I B S O N

Joey HAYES

Anthony GIBBONS

Pat RICH

Warren BARROW

David GIBBONS

Mike FORD

Jason CLEGG

John HOUGH

Andrew PROCTOR

C h r i s H O L L A N D

Kevin MANNION

M a r k C A M P B E L L

(W Luke VINCENT
Neil ALEXANDER

Carl BRISCOE

0T) David CAYZER

W e s R O G E R S

Danny GUEST

Lee DORAN

Gavin DODD

T O D AY ' S O F F I C I A L S

PETE McLaugh l inREFEREE

RON LAUGHTON DAVE BLOOD

(P STEVE ADDY


