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With Christopher Hamilton
MERRY CHRISTMAS.

Welcome to Boundary Park! Some of you probably didn’t

think that you were going to read that after we had to go to
Spotland last season.

Obviously we are all pleased to be back playing in
Oldham and it is appropriate that we should be playing

Rochdale in the first game of the season. We are grateful to

Ray Taylor and his colleagues for releasing us from the

second season of the agreement to play at Spotland.

Those of you who stuck with the team last year are also

owed abig Thank You. As spectators you, l ike us, want

success on the field but it doesn’t happen overnight and we

hope that this season we will see progress on the field to

match the progress we have made off the field during the last

two years.

Mike Ford has assembled agood squad of players who

are keen to impress and training has gone very well indeed.

It is also important to note that this is the first season that we have been on an equal footing

in terms of News Corporation Funding with the rest of the Division bar Sheffield.

There is arational explanation as to why they don’t receive any funding for the next three

years and that is because they were not one of the clubs who re-negotiated the News

Corporation deal for where we are now in the ‘final’ year (2000). The clubs then decided to

spread the final year’s money (£300,000) over the next three years. Too little, too late? We
shall see.

Please get behind the lads today as many of them are making their league debut for the

Club and Iam sure that you won’t be disappointed.
B e s t w i s h e s f o r t h e N e w M i l l e n n i u m .

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

KiTMAN Neil Haughton

TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Phil Kershaw

CLUB DENTIST Nell Gibblson

STATISTICS John Blair, Eddie Barton

PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

VICE CHAIRMAN Melvyu Lord

DIRECTORS Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

COMMERCIAL MANAGER ScOtt Claber

CLUB SECRETARY Cynthia Butt

HEAD COACH Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson

ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Walker

FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CloUgh

IhE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.J|
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FORD FOCUS
With Mike Ford'

name into competition with the very best

that Rugby League has to offer. We want

all local youngsters to affiliate themselves

w i t h t h i s C l u b s o t h a t w h e n t h e t i m e

c o m e s f o r s o m e o f t h e m t o t h i n k o f

becoming p ro fess iona ls O ldham wi l l be

t h e t e a m f o r t h e m . N e i t h e r I n o r t h e B o a r d

want to see some of the best players in

t h e l e a g u e s i g n i n g f o r t h e l i k e s o f

Warrington or Leeds as has happened in

the recent past.

T o a c h i e v e t h i s a i m w e w i l l n e e d t o

build areliable scouting system not just in

Oldham, but throughout Rugby League, so

that we can attract the best, just as we

did twenty years ago in the days of the

late and much missed Brian Gartland. We

also need to build abond of trust

b e t w e e n t h e C l u b a n d i t s s t a f f . I w i l l

always be straight with any player Ideal

with. Ihave achieved almost everything

the game has to offer in my own career

and having been there Iknow the kind of

peop le p laye rs respec t and those they

don’t. Iwant us all to be pulling in the

same direction: Directors, Players, Office

Staff, water carriers, ball boys, whatever.

And especially supporters.

Final ly to today’s match. Don’ t read

too much into the Law Cup result. Steve

L i n n a n e ’s R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s a r e a v e r y

good side and gave us agood game at

Spotland. They will be going all out for

revenge today with League points up for

g r a b s a n d , r e s t a s s u r e d , w e w i l l n o t

underestimate them.

Bes t w i shes f o r t he new Yea r and New

Millennium.

ABIG welcome to Boundary Park for the

start of the Northern Ford Premiership

season. We welcome all the players,

officials and supporters of our old friends

a n d r i v a l s f r o m R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s . A n d i n

pa r t i cu la r we we l come a l l f o l l owe rs o f

Oldham Roughyeds, hoping that you have

had an enjoyable festive season so far

and that you are looking forward once

a g a i n t o c h e e r i n g o n y o u r h o m e t o w n

t e a m n o w t h a t w e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o

return to the borough.

On apersonal note Iam delighted to

have been offered the chance to coach

my home town club. Just as it was always

my ambition as aboy to play for Oldham,

s o a s a a p l a y e r t h i n k i n g o f a c a r e e r i n

coaching it was always the Oldham job

t h a t I w a n t e d . T h e f a c t t h a t i t t o o k t h r e e

goes to get it must say something!

My p lan now is to deve lop Oldham

over three to five years so that the new

Club can once again carry the town’s
Mike



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252

Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 5 5 4 0 4 3

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y

LIMITED
REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders
would like to wish

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000

Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est

Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Beever Street, Oldham OLl STD
Tel: 0161- 624 2826 &0161- 628 9949

Fax: 0161-628 9949

Clutches

Brakes

Welding
M.O.T. Repairs

Exhausts

Puncture Repairs

Wheel Balancing A!
Tracking

Shockers ^
Servicing ^

An.7^.'/;
P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )

Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000
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DRONSFIELDS RYDER

DUTTON

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,

DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717

FAX: 01457-871940

ESTATE AGENTS

VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see
this sign you can

be assured

of an efficient and

professional
approach

to any property
matter

7/15 Union Street,

Oldham, OL1HA

Tel . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,

Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,

Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
Best Wishes

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 11.00-5.30 4Lansdowne Road -Chadderton ●Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
0161 633 0074
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N O W I S T H E S U M M E R O F O U R

D I S C O N T E N T M A D E G L O R I O U S W I N T E R

BY THIS SUN OF YORK (AND LANCASTER,

CUMBRIA AND CHESHIRE).

Those of us who like winter rugby now

have our chance to prove the ‘summer ’

fans wrong . No t tha t the new season

c o m m e n c i n g t o d a y i s t h a t r a d i c a l a

departure: after all we played the Challenge

Cup Third Round on February 1st 1999 and

began league fixtures the same month. But

what the 1999-2000 N.F.P. fixture list does

do is seek to exploit potential big gate and

money spinning days. Two Christmas/New

Year matches, two at Easter and agame on

each of the May Bank Floliday dates does

at lease show some forethought. To make a

success of the rest is down to us, the fans,

t u r n i n g o u t i n n u m b e r s t o s u p p o r t a

c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h , a s a w h o l e , s e t

exceptionally high standards last season

and anyone watching only the Roughyeds

could be forgiven for not appreciating the

quality of football played by the likes of

Leigh, Widnes, Flunslet, Dewsbury and York

to name but afew. Rest assured that this

season Oldham will give all of these arun

for their money even if, as yet, it is not

possible to promise the team will finish in

the top four or five.

M e a n w h i l e w h a t t h e A R C c a n d o f o r t h e

fans is to ensure that an adequate early

warning system is in place in case of bad

weather causing postponements. The last

thing anyone wants is to set off to (or from)

Barrow, Whitehaven or Workington only to

find the game called off. Administrators

and referees please note.

The close season in R.L. has, as usual,

seen amassive amount of turmoil. What

p r i c e e x p a n s i o n a f t e r t h e d e m i s e o f

Gateshead and the original Sheffield

Eagles? It is hard to resist an “I told you

so”, although one would much rather be

praising success than regretting failure. In

e a c h i n s t a n c e i t i s d i f fi c u l t t o r e s i s t t h e

conclusion that Gateshead and Sheffield

were sacrificed to save Flull and

Fluddersfield. Extra cash, extra players, new

coaches, asafe seat for aFletherington;

it’s hard not be be cynical. All Super League

n o w n e e d s i s f o r o n e o f t h e u n w a n t e d c l u b s

to finish bottom -Flalifax and Salford top

t h e l i s t , f o l l o w e d b y W a k e fi e l d a n d

Castleford -and aplace can be opened up

for an Edinburgh, Dublin or South Wales

team. Or am Iwrong?

Fortunately, the ARC eventually got its

own structure right. It was the right decision

to admit Mark Aston’s new Sheffield Eagles

a n d I w i s h t h e m a l l t h e l u c k i n t h e w o r l d

because Oldhamers, above all, know what

i t i s l i k e t o s t a r t f r o m s c r a t c h .

Commiserat ions go to the fo l lowers o f

Bramley; despite their letters of protest in

the R.L. press Bramley were not in a

position to field ateam at short notice after

losing so many players. However, the ARC

has done the right thing in keeping open

the door for 2000-2001 to Bramley and

poss ib l y Ga teshead . Has anew a i r o f

r e a l i s m fi n a l l y p e r m e a t e d t h e R . L .

hierarchy?

Enjoy the game, enjoy the season and

le t ’s push O ldham Roughyeds to new

heights.

G.C.
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THE BLEAK mid winter it may be, but here

we are at the sporting gate of abrand new

Northern Ford Premiership campaign,

isn’t it great to be back at Boundary

P a r k f o r a t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t m a s d e r b y

against Rochdale Hornets? The decision by

the NFP to advance the start of the 2000

season to produce festive season derby

games was not universally accepted, but if

t h e c o l d s n a p h a s r e l e n t e d i t w i l l b e

interesting to check attendance figures.

Indeed, NFP chief Bob McDermott

h i n t e d a t t h e n e w s e a s o n ’ s m e d i a l a u n c h i n

L e e d s t h a t i f t h e C h r i s t m a s a n d N e w Y e a r

programmes were asuccess the pro-winter

lobby in the APC (Association of Premiership

Clubs) would push for an even earlier start

next year.

My own feeling is that it will happen

s o o n e r r a t h e r t h a n l a t e r .

Having changed my mind about the

v i r t u e s o f s u m m e r r u g b y a n d h a v i n g

accepted that we are probably better off

playing outside the months of June, July and

August, it seems ashame to be gearing up

for rugby in January and February, while

September, October and November remain

largely untapped.

In the Roughyeds camp it has been a

close season of massive change.

T h e c o a c h i n g s e t u p h a s b e e n

completely revamped with Mike Ford coming

in on atwo year contract as player-coach

and John Henderson and Haydn Walker

joining him as his right hand men.

The whole operation will be run as a

t h r e e m a n t e a m , b u t J o h n ’ s m a i n r o l e w i l l

be as boss man on the bench on match day.

Haydn will coach the Alliance side.

Seventeen contracted players from last

season have gone and Ford has brought in a

s im i l a r numbe r o f new boys , i n c l ud i ng

himself.

Andy Proc to r, one o f d

five players signed from M
Bramley (six if you count H
F o r d h i m s e l f ) h a s b e e n «

appointed captain from a^
short list of three which also

included Leo Casey and David Gibbons.

T h e n e w l o o k R o u g h y e d s m a d e a

pleasing start by winning 30-18 at Spotland

afortnight ago in the pre-season Law Cup

m a t c h , b u t F o r d i s t o o e x p e r i e n c e d a

c a m p a i g n e r t o f a i l i n t o t h e t r a p o f

underestimating aRochdale side which will

s t i l l be smart ing f rom los ing to the o ld

enemy on home soil in new coach Steve

Linnane’s first game.

I ’ m e x p e c t i n g a c r a c k e r t o d a y - a n d

when you l ook a round the NFP a t t he

squads assembled by clubs such as Leigh,

Dewsbury, Hunslet, Widnes and Hull KR -

even Doncaster have been pushing out the

b o a t - I t h i n k w e c a n l o o k f o r w a r d t o a

fascinating season.

Cons ider ing Oldham’s d ismal record

last season, the signs are good.

Fans have purchased arecord number

of season t ickets for the new c lub and have

snapped up new replica Jerseys which were

sold out within days of going on sale.

If Ford is able to achieve his objective -

name ly 100 per cen t commi tment f rom

every player in every game -Roughyeds fans

c a n e x p e c t t o s e e t h e i r n e w - l o o k t e a m

spring afew surprises.

We’re at the starting gate, but a28

match programme lies tantalisingly ahead.

Hold on to your hats for thrills and spills as

Ford attempts to drive the Roughyeds up, up

and away from the lower reaches of the

Premiership.

m
V-
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IVeVe Cured
Headaches for
THE RoUGHYEDS

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTSManufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLAU&HILL
k immsk 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

Tel . 0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408
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Moorsideli you^re not

satisfied with your

hanhf conrert
Metal Products

Limited

STEEL FABRICATORS

ENGINEERS

Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

The Royal Bank

of Scotland

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

Telephone  0161  624  3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

Specialists in the oil, glass and
wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk
Tel : 0161 624 8005 Fax: 0161 626 4945
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From the Pen of Michael Turner

RUGBY LEAGUE MILESTONES -asummary of important Events

1893 -1900

In 1893 aproposal by JMiller of the

Yorkshire committee, backed by many

of the leading Northern teams, to allow

clubs to pay players for “broken time”,
w a s d e f e a t e d a n d t h e R F U a u t h o r i t i e s

s u b s e q u e n t l y p u t i n t o p l a c e m o r e

punitive measures for any club found

guilty of professionalism. This negative

reaction to the Northern proposals only

served to toughen their resolve and in

the close season of 1895-96, 22 clubs

broke away to form the Northern Union,

including such familiar names as St

Helens, Wigan, Leeds &Hull and the

more obscure Tyidesley. Brighouse

Rangers and Liveresdge,
The first Northern Union season

sees all 22 clubs play each

o t h e r h o m e a n d a w a y

producing astaggering 42

fixtures. The championship

g o e s t o Yo r k s h i r e t e a m

M a n n i n g h a m w h o w o u l d

eventual ly evolve into the

Bradford City soccer club.

The two great Manchester
b a s e d r i v a l s S w i n t o n a n d

Salford would join the
N o r t h e r n U n i o n f o r t h e

following season when the

l e a g u e w a s s p l i t i n t o a

regional

competition with the

Cheshire clubs Stockport and

Runcorn playing in the
Lancashire section.

In 1897 the new code begins to

evolve its own identity with the abolition

of the line out and new scoring values.

This resulted in all goals, whether they

be conversions, penalties or drop goals

being worth two points. Anew
competi t ion was introduced to great

e f fec t and Bat ley become the fi rs t
w i n n e r s o f t h e n o w w o r l d r e n o w n e d

N o r t h e r n U n i o n ( R u g b y L e a g u e )

Challenge Cup. In the final they beat St

Helens at Headingley. The “Gal lant

Yo u t h s ” r e t a i n e d t h e t r o p h y t h e

following year and Oldham become the
first club to bring the cup to Lancashire

when they defeat Hunslet at Fallowfield,
M a n c h e s t e r i n 1 8 9 9 .

county based The victorious Oldham squad of 1899 with the Northern Union (RL)
Challenge Cup.

Back: R. Edwards, J. Moffatt, E. Bonser, H. Ellis, A. Lees (Capt), H.

Broome, J. Lees, G. Frater.

Middle: T. Fletcher, T. Sellers, R. L. Thomas, S. Lees, T. Davies.

Front: T. Martin, S. Williams, J. Lawton. W. Barnes

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’. If
A N Y O N E H A S A N Y P H O T O S T H AT T H E Y T H I N K W O U L D B E O F I N T E R E S T P L E A S E C O N TA C T

B r i a n Wa l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l Tu r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

<s>
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REVIEWING the season to come ayear ago
Oldham’s first matchday programme said; “Expect a

b i g p u s h f o r h o n o u r s f r o m t h e H a w k s ” ; R i c h a r d

Pachniuk in particular [is] likely to be influential";
a n d ’ ’ T h e S o u t h L e e d s s i d e s c o u l d t a k e s o m e

stopping”. Well, no one did stop them, except SLE
when it came to promotion.

Others we tipped to do well were Dewsbury,
B r a m l e y a n d F e a t h e r s t o n e . O u r c l e a r u n d e r

achievers were Keighley, Rochdale and Oldham. And

the surprise packets were Leigh, York, Barrow and
Whitehaven.

Batley Bulldogs had agreat early season, but
l o s t a l l o f t h e i r l a s t s i x fi x t u r e s a n d fi n i s h e d w i t h

eight defeats out of 14 on the home pitch which

has always been their biggest asset. However, they
still have the highly influential midfield trio of Gary
Barnett, Richard Price and either Mark Cass or John

C l a r k . D a v i d W a r d i s o n e w h o l o o k s t o h a v e

s t reng thened h i s squad so the Bu l l dogs cou ld be
contenders.

T h e D r a g o n s ( w i t h o r w i t h o u t t h e D o n c a s t e r

p refix ) a re acomple te ly revamped s ide . Coach S t .

John El l is has recent Super League p layers galore

plus the best of the rest. His first choice side, led

b y e x H a w k s L a t h a m Ta w h a i a t h a l f b a c k l o o k s

mighty impress ive . The res t o f us are so used to

th ings go ing wrong a t Doncas te r tha t Ihes i ta te to

be too bold in their favour, so, to sit firmly on the

fence, let’s just trot out the old cliche -‘strong on
paper’.

Given that all clubs have had abig turn around

in playing staff, forecasting is adangerous game
b u t , h e a r t e n e d b y t h e H u n s l e t p r e d i c t i o n , h e r e

goes:-

Leigh Centurions to be among the front
runners. Arguably the best f ront row in the N.F.P.,

an intelligent and well respected Coach, and

lightening quick backs. With Craig Dean back at
s c r u m h a l f a f t e r a l m o s t a l l l a s t s e a s o n o u t w i t h

F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s h a v e a g r e a t c o a c h i n

Peter Roe but face financial difficulties. They and
their East Yorkshire rivals at Hull K. R. may struggle
to hold on to their fifth and sixth places respectively

last term. Both will be tough nuts to crack but, I
suspect, less so than ayear ago.

Keighley Cougars hit the buffers last term. New
Coach Karl Harrison will be determined to revive

t h e i r f o r t u n e s a n d w h a t K a r l s a y s g o e s .

Nevertheless the Cougars may not have the
fi n a n c i a l c l o u t t h e y o n c e h a d a n d c o u l d fi n d

sustaining achallenge areal problem.

Yo r k Wa s p s h a v e l o s t m o r e t h a n t h e y h a v e

gained over the close season, especially if they
c a n ' t s e c u r e t h e s e r v i c e s o f J a m i e B e n n . T h e c o r e

of the side is stil l strong, however, and their

defence is among the best in the business (a 30-4
defeat at Dewsbury was easily their worst result of
1999). Could creep into contention with the
leaders.

injury this will be ateam to reckon with.

Hunslet Hawks will still be tough but, having
lost both halfbacks since last year, Idon’t see them

going all the way this time. Widnes Vikings could
have as im i l a r p rob lem w i th no es tab l i shed sc rum

h a l f a t t h i s m o m e n t i n t i m e . H o w e v e r , P a u l

M a n s s o n i s a r g u a b l y t h e b e s t s t a n d o f f i n t h e

league and won’t often be playing behind abeaten

pack. Last year ’s league leaders and beaten Grand

F ina l i s t s Dewsbury Rams make up wha t I cons ide r

to be the N.F.P’s top four. Their only defeats last
yea r we re a t home to W idnes and Rochda le and

away to Leigh, Widnes and, surprisingly, Lancashire
Lynx,

At the opposite end of the table Mark Aston’s

n e w S h e f fi e l d E a g l e s w i l l d o w e l l t o a v o i d t h e

wooden spoon. Surprisingly, he has some well
known players including four ex-Bramley men.
Michael Jackson, Chr is Mor ley and himsel f provide

the necessary experience, but over along season
blending newcomers together and coping with
in jur ies with athin squad creates obvious problems.

Other likely stragglers include Workington
Town, who seem to have lost more good players
t han they have ga ined . The depar tu re o f Graeme

Close, Paul Forber and Simon Knox leaves too many
holes In the squad.

Lancashire Lynx are in the same boat. It is Just
not possible to replace players of the quality of
Steve Gee, Neil Parsley, Doc Murray or P. S.
Solomon. My tip to finish last.

The s ides not ment ioned so far should a l l be

batt l ing for atop eight p lay off spot. Paul Char l ton

had Barrow playing some attractive rugby led by the
highly thought of Darren Holt. They don’t, however,
travel well.

T h e s a m e c a n b e s a i d f o r f e l l o w C u m b r i a n s

Whitehaven. And having lost top scrum half Leroy
Joe to Hu l l K .R. Idon ’ t see them bet te r than mid

table.

W h i c h l e a v e s t h e E a s t L a n c a s h i r e t r i o o f

Swinton Lions, Rochdale and Oldham. All three were
r o o t e d a t t h e b o t t o m e n d o f t h e t a b l e l a s t s e a s o n .

To m e , s h o w i n g o b v i o u s b i a s , O l d h a m s h o u l d

improve the most. Aplay-making trio of Ford,
O’Reilly and David Gibbons provides plenty of
options and will also create room for John Hough to

exploit. Hornets don’t look as strong in this area.
Dane Dorahy may successfully fill the gap left by
Peter Fitzgerald, but he will soon become atarget if

t h e r e a r e n o t o t h e r p l a y e r s t o t a k e s o m e o f t h e
we igh t o f f h im . Howeve r, Ho rne ts l ook to have a

good 'engine room'. Expect them to finish higher
than last term.

F ina l l y Sw in ton L i ons may find i t d i f fi cu l t t o

i m p r o v e o n l a s t t e r m . T h e y a r e a t e a m o f r a r e

inconsistency, with asurprisingly poor home record,

only the defeat of York Wasps (23-12) being a
notable achievement at Gigg Lane in 1999. Wins at

Barrow and Whitehaven were their best away
results. However, abottom half finish looks likely.
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...ROCHDALE HORNETS

IN 1999 Hornets did not reach the targets

they set themselves at the outset of the

season, finishing adisappointing 15th out

of 18 with just 9victories in 28 matches.

Deryck Fox paid with his job. Perhaps the
m o s t n o t a b l e r e s u l t o f l a s t s e a s o n w a s a n

away win at Dewsbury, the beaten N.F.P.

Grand Finalists, Hornets coming out on top

by 19 points to 12.

As they enter anew season Hornets
have anew Coach in Steve Linnane an

Australian who worked with two ‘greats’ in

Mai Reilly and Warren Ryan at the N.R.L’s

most honourable club, Newcastle Knights.

L i n n a n e i s a f o r m e r p l a y e r w i t h t h e

Knights, South Sydney and St. George.

Today’s likely Rochdale team will have

new signing LEE MAHER at full back. A

former Leeds and Featherstone player, his

attacking runs gave Oldham the biggest

headache of any ful l back last season

w h e n p l a y i n g f o r D o n c a s t e r . H e i s ,

however, reputed to be vulnerable under

the high ball.

The threequar ters wi l l feature LEE

HUDSON once of Salford Reds; SCOTT

MARTIN, also an ex-Salford man and aone

time Leigh centre; SEAN COOPER in his

second year a t Hornets a f ter aseason

with Oldham and experience at Bradford

Bulls; and DANNY WOOD the versatile

former Dewsbury player who trialled with

Roughyeds last year.

The Law cup game amply
demonstrated that new stand off DANE

DORAHY is going to be the main man for

Hornets this year. 22 year old DORAHY is

a‘chip off the old block’, looking and

playing uncannily like his father John. A

former Western Suburbs player, Dane will

be among the league’s leading scorers

with his eye for agap and his excellent

goalkicking.
A t s c r u m h a l f P A U L A S H T O N i s a n o t h e r

s o n o f a f a m o u s f a t h e r . E x S a d d l e w o r t h

Rangers and Halifax Blue Sox, Paul will be

looking to establish himself, at just 20

years o f age, as one o f the league ’s

leading half backs.

In the engine room Hornets props are

SHAYNE McMENEMY, an Australian signed

f r o m W e s t e r n S u b u r b s , a n d D A N N Y

S C U L T H O R P E , O l d h a m b o r n a n d w i t h

spells at Leeds and Warrington under his

belt. At just 20 he is still young for aprop

with plenty of time for improvement.

E x O l d h a m B e a r D A V I D S T E P H E N S O N

is the wily hooker and captain of Hornets

this year and is always ahandful. He is

joined by another ex-Bear in the second

row in CHRIS McKINNEY, aCumbrian with

afair amount of experience. McKinney’s

partner is DARYLL DEROSE, last year ’s

D o n c a s t e r p l a y e r o f t h e s e a s o n .

Hardworking DEROSE has also appeared
with Huddersfield.

Loose-forward CHRIS NEWALL joined

Hornets last May from St Helens and soon

created agood impression with his

handling and running skills.

From the bench we can expec t to see

versatile ex-Huddersfield Giant ADRIAN

MOORE who played in 20 Super League

fixtures last year. DARREN ROBINSON,

Leeds born bu t ex -O ldham, w i l l a l so make

an appea rance . Da r ren l oves no th i ng

better than to score against his former

team, as he did in the Law Cup match.
G A V I N P R I C E - J O N E S i s a W e l s h

international, well known for the service

he gave to Swinton Lions over anumber of

years. He is aprolific try-scorer, now fully

recovered f rom aser ious fac ia l i n ju ry.

S e c o n d r o w M A R T I N B U N C E s t a r t e d a t

Saddleworth, moved on to Waterhead and

subsequen t l y jo ined Wigan ’s Academy

team. Signing for Hornet in 1994, he is

now one of Rochdale’s longest serving

players.
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With Brian Walker

C l o s e S e a s o n C o m i n g s a n d G o i n g s
B A R R O W B O R D E R R A I D E R S I N S : A n d r e w L a m b e r t

(Workington); Gareth Pratt (Doncaster); Jamie Smith (Hull

Sharks). OUTS: Garry Ruddy (Whitehaven); Jonathan
Hughes, Ray Barchard (both returned to NZ); Joas Marshall,
Dean Marwood, Darren Wilson, Gary Spencely, Gavin
Chelton (released).

BATLEY BULLDOGS INS: David Luckwell (Hull KR); Paul
H i c k s ( Wa k e fi e l d Tr i n i t y W i l d c a t s ) ; D a v y K i m m e l l

(Featherstone Rovers); Jason Firth (Dewsbury Rams); Rob
Padgett (Featherstone Rovers); Steve Barnett; Ian
Popplewell; Marcus Southwell; Rob Morverley. OUTS: Paul

Harrison (Keighley Cougars); Steve Walker (retired); Andy
Lippiatt (Australia)
DEWSBURY RAMS INS; Dan Potter, Ryan Mcdonald (both

Bramley); David Mycoe (Hunslet Hawks); Steve Campbell
(Keighley Cougars). OUTS Darren Ballantyne (Hunslet
Warriors); Alan Boothroyd (Keighley Cougars); Paul Delaney

(retired); Paul Evans (released); Jason Firth (released); Paul
Medley (retired); Greg Pearce (released); Gary Rose
(retired); Brendan Williams (released); Leon Williamson

(released).
DONCASTER DRAGONS INS: Asa Amone (Featherstone);

Joe Berry, James Bunyan, Basil Richards, Craig Weston
(Huddersfield Giants); Mick Coult (Rochdale Hornets); Peter
Edwards, Fata Sini (York Wasps); Carl Gillespie (Halifax
Blue Sox); Wayne Parker (Hull KR); Lynton Stott (Wakefield
Trinity Wildcats); Latham Tawhai (Hunslet Hawks). OUTS;

Darren Summerill (Sheffield Eagles); David Mycoe
(Dewsbury Rams); Lee Maher (Rochdale Hornets); Gareth
Pratt (Barrow Border Raiders); Alex Gouldbourne, Alfie

Gouldbourne, John Bruce, Jamie Bartle; Gareth Lloyd,
Graham Southernwood, James Mosley, Stuart Flowers (all
released).

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS INS: Shane Byrne, Anthony
Slatter (both Huddersfield Giants); Matt Lambert (York);

Ricky Helliwell (Salford Reds); Michael Rhodes (Brisbahe
Norths); Maea David (Bramley); Chris Langley (Bradford
Bulls, loan); Mark Webster (Bramley). OUTS: Asa Amone,

Carl Hall (Dragons); Hitro Okesene (XIII Catalan); Rob
Padgett (Batley Bulldogs); Richard Slater (Hull KR); Brendon
Tuuta (retired); Wayne Simonds (retired).

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS INS; Leroy Joe (Whitehaven
Warriors); Rob Nolan (Hull FC); Richard Slater
(Featherstone); Simon Booth (Hull): Ian Kirk, David Firth,

Scott Bennett, Lee Sleightholme, Craig Henry (all Academy);
Bob Everett (returned after year off); Jon Aston (Rochdale).
OUTS: Wayhe Parker (Doncaster); David Luckwell (Batley

Bulldogs); Ian Hughes; Richard Smith (both Keighley
Cougars); Stanley Gene (Gateshead); Kevin Gray (York);
Jason Donohue (Widnes); Alex Thompson, Paul Rouse, Rob
Danby, Lee Sibary (all released); Mike Bibby, Des Harrison
(both retired).

HUNSLET HAWKS INS: Dean Hanger (Warrington Wolves):
Darren Hughes (Featherstone Rovers); Johan Windley (Hull);

Dave King (Huddersfield); Alan Julian (Bradford); Danny
Fulleyiove (Huddersfield Giants); Jim Leatham (Hull Sharks).
OUTS: Latham Tawhai (Dragons); Richard Hayes (York
Wasps); Lee St Hilaire (retired); Lafaele Filipo (released);
Richard Baker (released); Rob D'Arcy, Butch Fatnowna, lain
Higgins (all released).

KEIGHLEY COUGARS INS: Alan Boothroyd (Dewsbury
Rams); Paul Harrison (Batley Bulldogs); Ian Hughes (Hull
KR); Craig Robinson (Bradford Bulls); James Rushforth, Ben
Thompson (Halifax Blue Sox); Michael Slicker (Sheffield

Eagles); Richard Smith (Hull KR); Matt Walker (Bradford
Bulls). OUTS: Mark Campbell (Oldham); Steve Campbell
(Dewsbury Rams); Pat Rich (Oldham). Christian Tyrer

(released); Andrew Schick (released); Alex Smits (released);
Chris Robinson (released).

LANCASHIRE LYNX INS: Anton Garcia, John-Paul Doherty,

Kevin O’Loughlin (all Widnes Vikings); Jason Dimitrio (Aus);
Sheldon Hannan, Mark Kay, Derek Hardman (all Leigh).
OUTS: Steve Gee (Widnes Vikings); Danny Guest (Oldham);

Neil Parsley (Warrington Wolves); Lee Prest, Darren Abram,
Neil Mawdsley, Jason O’Loughlin, Joe Walsh (all retired);

Konrad Bisping, Craig Campbell, Martin Horton, Andy
James, Danny Jones, Doc Murray, Robert Rose, Lee
Rushton, PJ Solomon, Ian Speed, John Welsh (a l l

released),
LEIGH CENTURIONS INS: Alan Cross (St Helens); Simon

Baldwin (Sheffie ld Eagles) ; Adam Br is tow (Western
Suburbs), OUTS: Alan Hadcroft (Australia); Nich Jenkins

(Australia), Ken Kerr (France); Tau Liku (Workington); Chris
Parr (retired); Andy Pucill (released); Dean Purtill (released).
ROCHDALE HORNETS INS: Paul Ashton, Marlon Miller

(both Saddleworth); Darryl Derose, Lee Maher (both
Doncaster Dragons); Dane Dorahy, Shayne McNemeny

(both Wests, Aus); Scott Martin (Salford City Reds); Adrian
Moore (Huddersfield Giants); Gavin Price-Jones (Swinton

Lions); Danny Wood (Dewsbury Rams). OUTS: Jon Aston
(Hull KR); Phil Coussons, Matt Knowles (both Swinton

Lions); Mick Coult (Dragons); Chris Holland (Oldham); Andy
Eyres, Peter Fitzgerald, Mike Francis, Willie Swann (all

released); Chris Kelly (retired).
SWINTON LIONS INS: Matty Knowles; Phil Coussons (both
Rochdale Hornets); Chris Highton, Jason Roach (both

Warrington Wolves); Paul Loughlin, Ian Pickavance (both
Huddersfield Giants). OUTS: Cliff Eccles (Widnes); Wes

Rogers (Oldham); Howard Hi l l (Whi tehaven); Simon
Ashcroft; Ian Blease; Carl McCabe; Paul Stevens, David
McComas, Ken Nicholson (all released).

WHITEHAVEN WARRIORS INS: Colin Armstrong; Mark
Keenan, Mark Wallace (all Workington Town); Howard Hill

(Swinton); Gary Ruddy (Barrow Border Raiders). OUTS:
Leroy Joe (Hull KR); Graeme Lewthwaite, Tony Dymtrowski

(both Workington); Gary Chariton (released).
WIDNES VIKINGS INS: Cliff Eccles (Swinton); Steve Gee

(Lancashire Lynx); Jason Donohue (Hull KR); Afi Leuila
(Oldham); Andy Cheetham (Huddersfield Giants); Paul

George, Karl Fitzpatrick, Karl Long, Alan Reddicliffe
(Academy) OUTS: Fabien Devecchi (Avignon); Kevin
O’Loughlin, John-Paul Doherty, Anton Garcia (both

Lancashire Lynx); Richie Eyres, Jason Hunter, Jason
Critchley, Jim Salisbury (all released); Phil Hassan, Lokeni
Savelio (both Halifax); Mark Hewitt (Hull KR); Paul Hulme,

Terry Reid (both retired).
WORKINGTON TOWN INS: Matt Sturm (Huddersfield

Giants); Ryan Charters, Stuart Hoyles (both Ellenborough
Rangers); Martin Stalker (St Nicholas Arms, Carlisle); Lee

Chil ton (Aspatr ia RU)I Tony Dymtrowski (Whitehaven
Warriors); David Fletcher (Glasson Rangers); Jonathan
Heaney (Northampton RU); Tony Huddart (Clifton Lions);
Steven McGrady (Kells); Graeme Lewthwaite (Whitehaven

Warriors). OUTS: Colin Armstrong, Mark Keenan, Mark
Wallace (Whitehaven Warriors): Graeme Close (Leigh); Paul

Forber (released); Chris Houston (Edinburgh); Simon Knox
(Halifax Blue Sox); Andrew Lambert (released); Evan
Cochrane (Aus); Paul McGee (released); Matthew
Woodcock (York, loan)

YORK WASPS INS: Kevin Gray (Hul l KR), Spencer

Hargrave, Andy Hill (both Castleford), Richard Hayes
(Hunslet); John McCracken, Rob Lee (both Hull); Carl
Paterson (Selby RU); Matthew Woodcock (Workington).
OUTS: Craig Booth, Mick Crane (released); Peter Edwards

(Doncaster); Richard Goddard (released); Matt Lambert
(Featherstone); Fata Sini (Doncaster); John Strange
(Sheffield).
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Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖L i v e S k y S p o r t s

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

1

Cabaret
SI

Bar
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Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

PufcQub

HARLEQUINS If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Pirque

Santiago III

Cabaret
I

f Bar
Mediterranean

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

-S 79 54 60

oRoyal
Garden

IINS

Wll*
Beadi.

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0
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D a v e R o b e r t s w i t h

Well, Mike, you have got the job you

a l w a y s w a n t e d !

Yes, and Iam finding it very enjoyable

and because It ’s what Ihave always wanted,

my enthusiasm level is very, very high. Also
Ifeel alot more comfortable in what Iam

doing. To be able to go to work and be there

in 10 minutes is another plus, but Ihave

always had Oldham In my heart and want to

do well for both myself and the club.

How have you found the setup at ORLFC?

At Bramley Iwas on my own; we did not

have much help from Leeds and certainly no

help from the Bramley directors -1 was the

only full time person at the club, so at

Oldham it is great because we have got

Chris, Scott and Cynthia all helping out. I

used to do alot of work at home on the pc

which took alot of my time, now Ican just

go next door and give it to Cynthia and she

c a n s a v e m e a l o t o f t i m e . I t i s a t o t m o r e

professional here than at Bramley.

Who has impressed you so far?

/l ike to sign players that Ialready know,

so if Ihave not played with or against them

Ilike to do my homework. Most players here

appear to have great at t i tudes and want to

be asuccess; they have got certain goals in

l i fe , so t ra in ing th is year compared to las t

y e a r w i t h B r a m l e y i s t e n t i m e s b e t t e r ,

n o b o d y h a s s t o o d o u t b u t t h e y h a v e a l l

performed and trained well.

Have you changed your approach to th ings

since coming to Oldham?

Not really. Ihave had one season in the

N F P o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e h i l l s a n d f o r a

star t the t ra in ing is pret ty much the same.

We have things here that we did not have at

Bramley, ie good training grounds, showers

after training, and even video recorders! I

have also given the players diet sheets

telling them exactly what they should be

ea t i ng and a l so th ings tha t t hey a re

e x p e c t e d t o d o o v e r t h e s e a s o n , i e

d isc ip l ine and code o f conduct . They have

also got aweights programme. We have not

had much time as the pre season has been

quite short, but we have fitted alot in like

running on the hills, weights, tackles, etc.

However, things have progressed when I

look back at this time last year.

What can Oldham achieve th is year?

I’m not going to make any predictions

D a v e ! , b u t I w a n t u s t o b e c o m p e t i t i v e , I

want fans to come to Boundary Park and

also follow us away because we can win

e a c h g a m e b e i t H u l l K . R . a w a y o r

Lancashi re Lynx at home. My p lan is atwo

o r t h r e e s e a s o n p l a n a n d t h a t w e w i l l

progress each season, and give the fans a

team to be proud of.

W h o w i i l b e t h e t e a m s t o w a t c h t h i s

season?

It could be very even this year, Hunslet,

Hul l K.R., Dewsbury and Widnes wil l be up

there , but I f Ihad to p ick one i t wou ld be

Leigh. Obviously Oldham are aiming to do

well and Iask the fans to be patient. Ihave

abelief in how the game should be played

and that may take time so Iask the fans to

be realistic and not expect us to win it this

year. But don't get me wrong, we are going

to be avery competitive side and wiil give it

everything, so who knows?
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iva
Who wan ts to be aM i l l i ona i re? (No t l es t yn Har r i s

apparently)

F o r £ 1 0 0

Where do Sheffield play?
aSheffield

cAnywhere

F o r £ 2 0 0

Who runs Rugby League?
aThe RFL

cThe ACP

cHjSO^

(Ask the audience)

For£32,000 (It’s getting buttock clenching now)
If you want to rationalise in Australia who do you get rid

dAdead donkey

bHuddersfield

dAll of these

of?

aAfounder member of bAny club based in Sydney
the League in 1908

cRolf Harris

If you’ve got this far you now have apromise from Sir
Rodney Walker that he won’t sell Emil Heskey to your club

to play hooker next season.

For £64,000 (You might as well play this)

When your club next needs anew coach do you appoint?

bAndy Goodway’s Granny

cAndy Goodway's paper boyd Anybody but Andy Goodway
(Try 50/50)

For £125,000

You want to win the Super League Grand Final, do you...?
aBack Eric Hughes
c B a c k R e d R u m

(We don’t want to give you that)

For £250,000

You want to present Rugby League in agood light on T.V.

Are your commentators ?
aRay and Alex
Walton

cAny 2guys with an
Aussie accent

(Don’t lose it now)

dRupert Murdoch

bSLE

dNone of these

F o r £ 3 0 0

Who makes up the 16 teams for the Lincoln World Cup in
2000?

aLebanon

cCroatia

aAndy Goodway
bItaly
d 1 7 A u s s i e s w i t h n a m e s

ending in....ov?

F o r £ 5 0 0

Who always comes up smelling of roses?

aKath Hetherington
cMaurice Lindsay

For £1000 (You'll be relieved if you get this far!)
Who would you keep in Super League at all costs?
aHull F.C.

c P a r i s S . G .

If you’ve answered all five correctly you get one free bet
with Honest Mo on aracetrack of your choice.

F o r £ 2 0 0 0

If they were good enough to gain promotion on merit to

Super League would you admit?

aKeighley
cHunslet

F o r £ 4 0 0 0

“Simple Simon met apieman going to the fair, said Simple
Simon to the pieman what have you got there....?’’ Was
the reply?

aWigan lads teas
cTypical R.L. catering

bBack Ellery Hanley
d B a c k D o w nbGary Hetherington

dApile of horse manure

bMcAlpine Giants

dAnybody but Oldham
bEddie Waring and Kent

dEr ic and Ern ie

For £500,000

Aplan exists to kill interest in Rugby League. Was it
devised by....?
aThe RFU

bBatley
dNone of these

bThe Vichy Government in
France

dDrowning men clutching
at straws

(Phone afriend? Who’s it to be? No, not Maurice in
Wigan)

cRupert Murdoch

bAload of Melton Mowbrays

dPies, you daft sod!

For £8,000 (You could drop alot if you get this wrong -
most uncomfortable!)
Where are R.L . ’s Jam But t ies mines?

aWhitehaven

cKnotty Ash

For £1,000,000 (The biggie)

Who do you trust most?
aJeffrey Archer
cNeil Hamilton

bMohammed Al Fayed
dMaurice LindsaybWorkington

dChris Caisley’s back pocket

Sorry, you failed on that last one. You only get £lm if you
merge with another load of old dross.

Merry Xmas from
For £16,000 (Can you stop that irritating ‘music’?)
Who knows most about Rugby League?
aHKR IvabDV^

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

illiii 0161-284 9000
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
SADDLEWORTH

RANGERS

Saddleworth committee are equally satisfied with

their first team coaches. The best two things we
h a v e e v e r d o n e a t S a d d l e w o r t h ’ , s a i d c l u b

president Ken Fisher nodding towards Mark and

Mick ‘is to join the Conference League and sign
these two coaches.’ Running an organisation like
Rangers is acostly business and the club is
always on the lookout for sponsorship. Fortunately,
S a d d l e w o r t h h a v e a n u m b e r o f f a i t h f u l a n d

generous sponsors but anyone wishing to sponsor
a m a t c h s h o u l d c o n t a c t s e c r e t a r y C o l i n C l a r e o n

6 2 8 - 5 9 8 2 . M a t c h s p o n s o r s h i p c o s t s £ 1 2 0 w h i c h

e n a b l e s i x p e r s o n s t o e n j o y V I P t r e a t m e n t a t a

match including seats in the stand for the game,
a f t e r m a t c h b u f f e t a n d a d r i n k i n t h e w e l l

appo in ted sponso rs l ounge .

Another big fund raiser for the club is the
annual Burns Night Supper which this year is being
h e l d a t t h e B r o a d fi e l d C o u n t r y F l o u s e H o t e l ,

Rochda le on Monday 24 th Janua ry. Ma lco lm Lo rd

is M.C. and the speakers a re Er ic Jones and Dr.

Joe Cunningham. Tickets cost £25 and can be
o b t a i n e d f r o m K e n F i s h e r o n 0 1 7 0 6 8 4 7 1 5 .

THE MOST demanding competi t ion in Bri t ish
amateur rugby league is the National Conference
League. One of the most successful clubs in the
h is tory o f that compet i t ion are Saddlewor th

R a n g e r s w h o w e r e a c c e p t e d a s m e m b e r s o f t h a t

league in 1989 and who immediately won the
Second Division Championship. Since then they
h a v e b e e n c r o w n e d P r e m i e r D i v i s i o n C h a m p i o n s ,

have won the League Cup, and, on three
occasions, have lifted the BNFL National Amateur

Cup . Du r i ng season 1992 -93 Range rs won
Championship, Cup and League Cup, the only club

to complete aclean sweep of all three trophies.
But the Saddleworth Rangers club is not only

about one team. It is amulti team organisation
which caters for players from the age of seven
upwards. The coaching staff at Shaw Hall Bank

Road is as good as any in the game. Oldham’s
Mike Ford looks af ter the under-7s and under 8s,

K e i t h G r e e n w o o d i s u n d e r 9 s c o a c h , f o r m e r

Oldham and Mansfield player Chris Willis is in
charge of the under 10s, Paddy Kirwan, the

legendary Oldham scrum hal f , is under 14s coach

whilst the under 15s are under the guidance of

Mick Coates, who was first team coach in the glory
years during the early 90’s. Rangers’ under 16s
are enjoying an exceptional season. Former
Roughyed Keith Atkinson and Dave Hewitt are joint

coaches at that age group. Anyone wishing to
obtain information about any of the Saddleworth
y o u t h t e a m s s h o u l d c o n t a c t y o u t h s e c t i o n

secretary Br ian Mel lor on 652-1777.

For the first time in years Saddleworth do not
h a v e a n u n d e r 1 8 s t e a m t h i s s e a s o n . H o w e v e r,

next season several members of the outstanding
under 16s outfit will be moving up so the club
h o p e t o h a v e a f u l l c o m p l e m e n t o f t e a m s f o r t h e

2000-01 campaign. There are two open age
t e a m s , t h e ‘ A ’ t e a m p l a y i n t h e N o r t h W e s t

Counties League, Division Three with Phil Costin

and Ray Lucy sharing the coaching duties whilst
t h e fi r s t t e a m c o a c h e s a r e M a r k L o r d a n d M i c k

Swift. Both these coaches enjoyed successful
playing careers with the St. Annes club. Scrum half
M i c k r e p r e s e n t e d G r e a t B r i t a i n a t a m a t e u r l e v e l

and, in fact, skippered his country whilst Mark, a
forceful centre, played professionally for Leeds,
Oldham, Workington Town and Rochdale Hornets.
They enjoyed success when they coached together
at St. Annes but, eighteen months ago, felt that
the time was right for them to leave Higginshaw
R o a d . S a i d M i c k , ' S a i n t A n n e s l o o k e d a f t e r u s

really well but we needed anew challenge and
even^hing has gone superb here at Greenfield’.

With Rangers sitting proudly at the top of the
Conference League table, it is no surprise that the

A L L I A N C E F I R S T D I V I S I O N

F I X T U R E S 2 0 0 0

JANUARY

8th Whitehaven Warriors

15th BARROW B.R.

22nd Workington Town
27th Rochdale Hornets

A2.30

H2.30

A2.30

A7.30

FEBRUARY

3 r d F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S H 7 . 3 0

H7.30

H7.30

A2.30

10th HUNSUET HAWKS

17th LEIGH CENTURIONS

26th Bat ley Bu l ldogs

MARCH

2nd KEIGHLEY COUGARS

8 th Widnes V i k ings
2 3 r d R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

30th Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

H7.30

A7.30

H7.30

A7.30

Hunslet Hawks

13th BATLEY BULLDOGS

5th A7.30

H7.30

MAY

3rd Keighley Cougars

13th WHITEHAVEN W.

Barrow B. R.

27th WORKINGTON TOWN

31st Leigh Centurions

JUNE

I 5 t h W I D N E S V I K I N G S

JULY

1 s t T O P F I V E P L A Y O F F

22nd GRAND FINAL PLAY OFF FINAL

A7.30

H2.30

A2.30

H2.30

A7.30

20th

H7.30

<D



NEW KIDS

O N T H E B L O C K

HAVING WITNESSED ab ig tu rnover o f

players prior to the commencement of the

new season we thought it might be agood

i d e a t o i n t r o d u c e t h e n e w c o m e r s t o

O l d h a m ' s c o l o u r s i n 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0 .

W i t h t w o t r i e s t o h i s n a m e i n t h e L a w

Cup victory MARK CAMPBELL made an

immediate impact. A24 year old second

row Campbell interested Oldham last year

before amotoring accident put him out of

c o m m i s s i o n . S i g n e d f r o m K e i g h l e y

C o u g a r s , M a r k h a d a s p e l l a t L e e d s

Rhinos. Studying chemical engineering at

Leeds University.

PETER FERRIS is aformer Higginshaw

player brought to Oldham from Dukinfield

R.U. where Mike Ford was impressed with

h is p lay a t cen t re . A t H igg inshaw he

featured mainly in the pack and was a

B A R L A u n d e r 1 9 t o u r i s t t o A u s t r a l i a .

A N T H O N Y G I B B O N S i s e a r m a r k e d t o

play in the centre but is versatile enough

to fill other positions in the backs. One of

the stars of Mike Ford’s Bramley, Gibbons

had Super League experience with Leeds

Rhinos.

Wiganer who has represented England and

G r e a t B r i t a i n S t u d e n t s . A c e n t r e o r b a c k

row forward he was previously on the

b o o k s o f R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s .

K E V I N M A N N I O N i s a n o t h e r s t u d e n t

international hailing from Wigan. He has

toured Australia and France with the

Students and is arangy, ball playing loose

f o r w a r d . L i k e C h r i s H o l l a n d h e j o i n s

O l d h a m f r o m H o r n e t s .

C H R I S N A Y L O R h a s b e e n o n t h e b o o k s

of St Helens and Salford. Abig, strong

p r o p f o r w a r d h e i s a n o t h e r s t u d e n t

international.

APapua New Guinea international

f r o m A u s t r a l i a b u t h o l d i n g a n I r i s h

passport, the colourful and talented TOM

O ’ R E I L LY w a s a l e a d i n g l i g h t i n l a s t

s e a s o n ’ s B r a m l e y t e a m a f t e r b e i n g

recommended to Mike Ford by his ex-

Castleford coach Darryl van de Velde.

Earmarked for No.13, O’Reil ly can also

play stand-off.

21 year old centre PAT RICH comes

f r o m t h e N o r t h E a s t a n d p l a y e d f o r

Keighley whi le s tudying law at Leeds.

A n o t h e r w h o i s a s t u d e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l .

W E S R O G E R S c o m e s h o m e t o O l d h a m

a f t e r s p e l l s w i t h S w i n t o n a n d W i d n e s . A

strongly built second row Wes ran in two

tries against his home team last year at

Gigg Lane.

MARK SIBSON really made aname for

h i m s e l f l a s t y e a r a t B r a m l e y a f t e r

switching to fullback, aposition which

a l lows h im to p ick h is spot fo r some

penetrating attacking runs. He featured in

the N.F.P. side which played Villeneuve at

Widnes at the end of the season having

p l a y e d S u p e r L e a g u e o n l o a n t o

Huddersfield Giants. Agoalkicker, Sibson

h a s a l s o b e e n o n t h e b o o k s a t C a s t l e f o r d .

T w i n b r o t h e r D A V I D G I B B O N S w i l l b e

first choice at stand-off. The twins signed

f o r L e e d s a t 1 7 t o f o l l o w a f a m o u s u n c l e

at Headingley in Neil Hague. In the last

two seasons Oldham have struggled at

No.6, so the arrival of aquality player in

the role should be abig bonus.

J O E Y H A Y E S i s a G r e a t B r i t a i n

international having toured New Zealand,

Fiji and Papua New Guinea as aSt. Helens

player in 1996. He has also played in a

Super League Grand Final and in aRegal

Trophy final having established himself as

atop class finisher at Knowsisely Road.

Comes to Oldham from Salford City Reds.

CHIRS HOLLAND is a21 year o ld



BA

commonsense.com

Witb Simon Winnard

A S W E w e l c o m e t h e s t a r t o f a n e w s e a s o n ,

it ’s atime both for optimism and also for

r e fl e c t i o n o n t h e e v e n t s w h i c h l e a d u s t o

this date. Rugby League has sadly once

again shot itself firmly in the foot. Close

season unpredictability, farces dressed up

a s m e r g e r s , t r a d i t i o n a l c l u b s d i e w i t h

ensuing fixture chaos. Nothing new to the

die hard RL supporter -alaughing stock to

the rest of the sporting world.
A s k m e w h a t t e a m s I b e l i e v e w i l l b e

competing In Super League VI and Ihave no

Idea. Ask me what time of year the 2001

Northern Ford Premiership will kick off and I

really don’t know. Which club will be the

next Bramley to be confined to the record

books? Well, let’s just toss acoin. It’s both

ridiculous and disappointing. Iconsistently

s t rugg le to come to terms wi th such a

superb product being managed in such a
s h a m b o l i c m a n n e r .

Mergers -no. Takeovers and c los ing

down of clubs -yes. Isay this because there

s imp ly a re no merge rs , j us t who lesa le

transferring of administrations in order to

save two clubs whilst killing two others. Last

season ’s two t ru l y d i sappo in t i ng Super

League performers are miraculously saved

w h i l s t l a s t s e a s o n s a c h i e v e r s , n a m e l y

Gateshead, Sheffield and Hunslet are

simply tossed to one side to once again

fend for themselves. What kind of message

does this give out?

You could, however, point the finger at

t h e p o o r fi n a n c i a l m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e
T h u n d e r f r a n c h i s e : a s e a s o n ’ s l o s s o f

£750,000 despite the massive News

Corporation handout. However nobody is.

Quite the contrary in fact, as we have now

t h r o w n a n o t h e r b u n d l e o f c a s h t o a l l o w t h i s

v e r y s a m e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o n o w r u n t h e

Hull Sharks as they see fit! The reason -

“it’s vital that Rugby League is represented

at the highest level on Humberside”.

Presumably this is not then the case in

C u m b r i a a n d O l d h a m w h o w e r e a l l o w e d t o

all but die by the powers that be?

I ’ m p e r s o n a l l y d e l i g h t e d t h a t M a r k

A s t o n ’ s S h e f fi e l d E a g l e s h a v e b e e n

admitted to the NFP this season. Not only
b e c a u s e i t s h o w s t h e H u d d e r s fi e l d -

Sheffield merger for the sham that it really

is, but because Idid not want another rugby

league community to be destroyed by the

games adminis t rator ’s . Losing c lubs, no

m a t t e r h o w s m a l l i s n o t m y i d e a o f

expans ion o r deve lopmen t .

We know better than anybody what it

feels like to nearly lose our club and also

the uphill struggle which the Eagles now

face with adisparity of funding. It won’t be

easy but thank god that there are people
l i k e M a r k A s t o n a n d C h r i s H a m i l t o n w h o a r e

willing to stick their necks out in order to

k e e p o u r c l u b s a l i v e . T h e G i a n t s o f

Huddersfield will of course now slowly and

q u i e t l y d i s t a n c e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e i r

tenuous Sheffield link. They will pocket the

£1.25 million, afifth of which may find it’s

way directly into the hands of Mai Reilly -not

bad business for coaching your side to the

depths of the Super League basement!

The uncertainty of the game at present,

h o w e v e r , d o e s p u t l a s t s e a s o n ’ s

d isappointments for the Roughyeds in to

perspective. Difficult financial decisions

m a d e , k n o c k s t a k e n a n d p r i d e b a t t e r e d w e

have survived, unlike others. Afinancial

level playing field now awaits and anew

optimism exists. The Roughyeds are finally

rooted again in Oldham and let’s hope that

the support follows. The early signs indicate

that amuch more competitive squad has

been assembled by Mike Ford and Iwish

him whole hearted support for the season

ahead....whatever happens.

dD



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health Sl Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle Hous e, Schofiel dStreet, Oldham,0L8 1QL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goodwin

BEST’4

Ck
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

ISaddieworth

Speedy Hire Centres

(Northern) Ltd.
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

in

I ● N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairs

iGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season H/FicTAdUse:?

IBLAINEY’S

BAKERS

ESCORT

Rick Whyman Ltd.I
I ADDLEWORTH

MOTOR COHigh Class Bakers and
Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham

Tel : 0161 -624-7391

I HIGH STREET,■

^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM g

01457 872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

TH E
Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

O l d h a m R L F C e v e r y s u c c e s s i n 1 9 9 9
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Ret i ro St reet , Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEE
Founded 19H

f a m i l y fi n a n c e

Ell© 0

proudly associated with Oldham R.L.F.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and

part time courses starting this summer call us on

Freephone 0800 269 480,

THK

OLDHAM

COLLEGE

CD



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0161 -339 6140

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 AMHAMH

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

Pumps A
Established 1947

P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

RIGHT AT THE HEART OF THINGS Y

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 ●F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

OLDHAM As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s feeding

manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed deiivery

and unrivaiied technicai

expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2000

O)
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Ade Mead

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Craig Barker

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161628 3677

Anthony Gibbons

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Craig Miiner

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161628 3677

Keith Brennan

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

David Gibbons

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Chris Nayior

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Mark Campbeil

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Danny Guest

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Tom O’Reiiiy

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Leo Casey

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Joey Hayes

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

C h r i s H o i i a n d

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Jason Ciegg

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

4

Andy Proctor

Ricbrad Roofing

i
\

Pat Rich

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Warren Druggitt

Hall Needham

Associates

John Hough

Platt &Hill Ltd

Dave Lewis

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Pe te r Fe r r i s

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

IVes Rogers

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677 T.

Greame Shaw

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

Kevin Fitzpatrick

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

HJoe McNichoiasMr Ian Taylorsy

s

Kevin Mannion

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

M a r k S i b s o n

Domino

Engineering Ltd

Mike Ford

Roughyed Times
Fanzine

'■ J

Nathan Variey

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

ian Sinfield

To sponsor me

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

To sponsor

phone Scott on

0161 628 3677

!» *. ■



Club
was had by all.

F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o n s p o n s o r s h i p

opportuni t ies please contact Scott Claber on
0161 628 3677.

NEW REPLICA SHIRTS

Our new home shirt received it’s first airing in
the Law Cup at Rochdale. It certainly caught

the fans’ imagination. The first batch was sold
out in under six hours. Imust apologise to all

supporters who did not manage to purchase a

n e w s h i r t . T h e n e x t s u p p l y i s d u e i n t h e

middle of January and orders can be placed

on 0161 628 3677 (PS . Watch ou t f o r t he

new away kit!!)

Well the past month has been very hectic
at the Club but avictory today would make it
all worth while.

M E R R Y C h r i s t m a s a n d a w a r m w e l c o m e t o

everyone to today’s first match of the season.

Ihope you like the new look programme. I
would l i ke to persona l ly thank Geoff Cooke
a n d B r i a n W a l k e r f o r a l l t h e i r h a r d w o r k i n

compiling the programme. The intention of
this page is to keep you all informed of the

latest developments at the Club.

S P O N S O R S L U N C H E O N A N D

CELEBRATION DINNER DANCE

These events were held at the beginning of
December and were very successful. We

r e c e i v e d a l o t o f p o s i t i v e f e e d b a c k f r o m

sponsors, both new and old, and everybody

was looking forward to the forthcoming
season.

T h e D i n n e r D a n c e w a s h e l d a t T h e A v a n t

Hotel, Oldham, and was well attended. Guest

speaker, the ex-Wigan and Great Britain star,

Joe Lydon was in good form and agood night

Iwould like to wish Mike and the boys all

the very best for the season. Having worked
w i t h M i k e t h e s e p a s t f e w m o n t h s a n d
witnessed

professionalism Iam sure we will have plenty
t o s h o u t a b o u t t h i s s e a s o n .

Enjoy the game.

his commitment and

Scott

S U P P O R T E R S C L U B

Hi, Everybody.

Welcome to Mike Ford, all our new players and all the players from last season.
The Supporters Club wish all members. Directors and supporters of ORLFC avery Merry

Christmas and aHappy New Millennium.

Please check this page of the programme with regard to Supporters Club events for the coming
season. With high hopes for the season. All the very best.

David Patterson

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS

Hi to all Junior Roughyeds.
We hope you all had anice Christmas with lots of presents and selection boxes.

We had agreat turnout at our enrolment morning on 18th December. Don’t worry if you missed it: Just
send back completed forms and photos with a£5 cheque payable to O.R.L.F.C. Junior Roughyeds to Debbie
Rafferty c/o O.R.L.F.C., 66 Union Street, Oldham. (New forms are available at the club shop). Our thanks

for supporting the enrolment day go to Mike Ford, Leo Casey, John Hough and Wes Rogers.
The first meeting of 2000 will be at the end of January. Watch this spot in the programme for details.
Mike Ford’s sons George and Joseph were the mascots for the Hornets Law Cup game and enjoyed

O l d h a m ’ s w i n .

The Mascots today are the Chairman’s two youngest sons Jordan and Luke Hamilton.

Jordan is 8and his favourite player is Mike Ford. Luke is 5and his favourite player is Leo Casey.

Other mascots will be mentioned in future programmes AHappy New Year to everyone on behalf of
the Junior Roughyeds.

Debbie Rafferty

dD



Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform
NEIL

GIBBISON
Suppliers of Sports Equipment,

Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

Personal Service Guaranteed

Mail Order &Delivery Service
Available

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane—

Dental

Surgeon ❖

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
O l d h a m 0 L 3 6 H V

Tel 01457 872108
E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ■Switch ●

Delta ■Solo Amex

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Soquei Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz.Caiifornia 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

1-Mail: anilox@pacbeli.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

dD



‘...and that’s agreat ball

played out wide to the

wing...”

Q

The N TEAM
^1

©
lTa

1—

)
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

experience. We

jhave all the products
you need to get the

right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

the Great ball

www.mitre.com

r

JT*

M U m >
I

T h e a u t h o r ! t y . . .

Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to;

The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

S! m ceot&e HSU'jj

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scotcfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel : 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250

We’ re ready to be

of service to you...

. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,

A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

TTWTUT
01706

712321
li im

www.ellensmith.co.uk

WRIGLEY

CLAYDON
since 1795SOLICITORS

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

DX 23607 Oldham EMAiL@wrigleyclaydo n.com Fax 0)61 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

TEL0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1
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T H E D O N ’
IT IS a lmos t l i ke o ld t imes aga in .

Competitive rugby league in mid-winter,
derby matches at Christmas and Easter

and our old rivals from Rochdale visiting

us on, wel l , almost on Boxing Day.
H o r n e t s s h o u l d b e o u r fi e r c e s t r i v a l s . W e

should hate them. But not me. In fact I

quite enjoy their company.

The rugby team Ihate is Wigan. The
only time Ihave gone to watch Wigan and

w a n t e d t h e m t o w i n w a s w h e n t h e y

played Bath.
T h e r e i s a t e a m I h a t e m o r e t h a n

Wigan though -Manchester United. I

have worked for years with colleagues
whose knowledge of sport, never mind

football is nil, zero. But they all support
Manchester United and think that Roy

K e a n e i s w e l l w o r t h £ 5 2 , 0 0 0 a w e e k .

When Iwas ayoung chap and began to

discover things that you could do when
t h e r e w e r e n o m a t c h e s o n , l i k e

entertaining the opposite sex, Ialways

finished up with the ugly, boring girls with
bad breath. They a lways suppor ted

Manchester United. The really gorgeous
ones who you would pay apound to ... .

.but Idigress. Rochdale Hornets. I’ve

seen some sp lend id ma tches i nvo l v i ng
Rochdale Hornets.

O n e C h r i s t m a s m a t c h w h i c h s t a n d s

out in my memory was the 1971 clash at

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s . H o r n e t s h a d a

reasonable side in those days and were

confident of beating the Roughyeds. But
enter Oldham’s secret weapon. Referee

B i l l y T h o m p s o n . B i l l y w a s a n o l d

fashioned type of ref who liked the garrie
played hard. Not fair. Just hard. He

turned ablind eye to the odd punch and

the only high tackles he knew about were
t h e o n e s t h a t m i s s e d .

Unfortunately for Hornets, they must

have upset him earlier in the season and

he did spot some of their infringements.
Before half-time he had ‘marched’ both

h o o k e r P e t e r O l a r k e a n d s e c o n d - r o w e r

Alan Hodkinson. So Hornets were having

agood season, now try and beat Oldham

with eleven men. Despite losing 3-2 at
h a l f - t i m e I w a s c o n fi d e n t t h a t t h e

Roughyeds would wear them down in the
second half. Wrong again.

H o r n e t s t h a t a f t e r n o o n w e r e

m a g n i fi c e n t , t h e y p l a y e d l i k e m e n

inspired and each one deserved a

medal. They actually increased their lead
a n d w o n 8 - 2 . C e n t r e J i m C r e l l i n a n d

loose-forward Henry Delooze scored their
t r i e s a n d f u l l - b a c k J o e C h a m b e r l a i n

tagged on agoal. But it was the tackling

of props Peter Birchall and Eddie Brown

together wi th second-rower Bob Welding

which sticks out in my mind.

Five years later Hodkinson was sent

off again in the Boxing Day match at

Watersheddings. Harry Hunt was the ref

this time. However, by then Bob Welding

was scrumming down on our side and we

had th ree sc rum-ha lves in ou r l i ne -up .

Johnny Paterson, wearing the Number 7
shirt, Dickie Brown at loose-forward and

M i c k M c C o n e f r o m t h e b e n c h h a d t h e

brains to exploit the numerical advantage

and the Roughyeds, 0-6 down at half¬
time, recovered to win 14-6.

The most emotional match between

these two clubs in recent years was the

Law Cup match at Spotland on New

Years Day 1998. It was the day that the
new Club appeared, the born again

Roughyeds. Oldham’s huge travell ing
support claimed that they just knew
O l d h a m w o u l d w i n . I d i d n ’ t , b u t t h a t

made v ic tory even sweeter fo r me and

the sight of little Neil Flanagan, hoisted

aloft by his teammates and clutching that

famous old trophy, will remain with me

for along time.

L e t ’ s h o p e t h a t t h i s a f t e r n o o n ’ s

m a t c h t h r o w s u p m o r e

memories.

magical

Don Yates
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Date Opponent

DECEMBER

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18

27 ROCHDALE HORNETS H 3 . 0 0

JANUARY

2Swinton Lions

9 W H I T E H AV E N W A R R I O R S H 3 . 0 0

A3.00

23 WORKINGTON TOWN H 3 . 0 0

30 Silk Cut Challenge Cup (Rnd 3)

Result Att

F-A

Match

Dukinfield Rugby

Union Club Academy

A3.00

16 Barrow B.R.

FEBRUARY

6Doncaster Dragons

13 Silk Cut Challenge Cup (Rnd 4)

20 Leigh Centurions

27 Silk Cut Challenge Cup (Rnd 5)

A3.00

A3.00

MARCH

5 L A N C A S H I R E LY N X K3.00

12 Widnes Vikings

19 DEWSBURY RAMS

26 Featherstone Rovers

A3.00

H3.00

Moorside MetalsA3.30

APRIL

2Sheffield Eagles

9HUNSLET HAWKS

16 Batley Bulldogs

21 Rochdale Hornets

24 SWINTON LIONS

A3.00

H3.00

A3.00

A7.30

H3.00

Cable Northwest
MAY

1 Y O R K W A S P S

7Hull Kingston Rovers

10 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

14 Whitehaven Warriors

21 BARROW B.R.

26 Workington Town

2 9 D O N C A S T E R D R A G O N S H 3 . 0 0

H3.00

A3.00

H7.30

A3.00

Man of the Match

Lansdowne Roofing

H3.00

A7.30

JUNE

4LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Lancashire Lynx

1 8 W I D N E S V I K I N G S

25 Dewsbury Rams

H3.00

A3.00

Match Balt

H. Muilaney &Son Ltd

H3.00

A3.00

JULY

2 F E AT H E R S T O N E R O V E R S H 3 . 0 0

®)



Oldham -Well placed for the

challenges of the New Millennium

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Is ready to meet the

many and varied challenges of 2000 and beyond.

The Council's forward thinking approach.
commitment and act iv i t ies have resu l ted in a

massive regeneration and revitalisation programme

of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving

town cent re which has benefited f rom £100 mi l l ion

investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a

national award-winning multi million pound
regeneration scheme, development of anew cultural

quarter, anew business management school, a
town centre based leisure scheme including

multiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form

College, adiversity of industry, the planned
extension of the Metrolink tram system and much

more.

All this, together with Oldham's reputation for
innovation, hard work and friendliness means that

the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the

challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the

locai community and in helping Oldham maintain its
significant status in the North West Region,

W
1:

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,
including its regeneration programmes and policies

to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,

Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

i O L D H A M D O D O
Metropolitan Borough O

L.
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( ■ KEMIEK^HIP

*;» -i

O L D H A M R O C H D A L E
Coach Mike FORD Coach Steve LINNANE

mM a r k S I B S O N

Joey HAYES

Anthony GIBBONS

Pat RICH

Joe McNICHOLAS

David GIBBONS

Mike FORD

Leo CASEY

John HOUGH

Andrew PROCTOR

M a r k C A M P B E L L

Graeme SHAW

T o m O ’ R E I L L Y

Lee MAHER

Lee HUDSON

Scott MARTIN

L2|

^Danny WOOD
Sean COOPER

Dane DORAHY

Paul ASHTON

Shayne McMENEMY

David STEPHENSON

Danny SCULTHORPE

C h r i s M c K i n n e y

Daryll DEROSE

C h r i s N E W A L L

rei

pij
Cl2l

L131

Keith BRENNAN A d r i a n M O O R E

Jason CLEGG D a r r e n R O B I N S O N

Wes ROGERS Gavin P R I C E - J O N E S

Kevin MANNION M a r t i n B U N C E

T O D AY ' S O F F I C I A L S

A. D. PERRISREFEREE

COLIN MORRIS P. TAYLOR

S. ADDY


