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T H E C E N T U R I O N
The Official Matchday Magazine of Leigh Centurions Rugby League Club ●£1.50

Sunday 8th August 1999, Kick-Off 3pm

Ford Northern Premiership

Leigh Centur ions vOldham
Blakeley’s Waste Management
Allied Scaffolding Ltd

Thompson International
Envirotect Pest Control

Shirt Sponsor:

Main Match Sponsor:

Associate Sponsor:

j) Matchball Sponsor:
'Programme Sponsor;

Video Sponsor:

W m S a n t o s L t d

Waterfield (Leigh) Ltd
The Avenue Pub

Kristian Spencer Hilton
Parky Pig Sponsor:
Mascot;



■ndustrlal, Commercial &

Domestic Waste Disposal

BLAKELEY’S
WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

WE ARE PROFESSIONALS IN ALL ASPECTS OF

W A S T E C O L L E C T I O N & D I S P O S A L

All sizes of skips available

Collection &Delivery

Fast &efficient service

Rear loader skips

Compactors supplied

Contracts undertaken

Radio controlled vehicles

Wigan (01942) 864454 3lines
Wigan (01942) 242883 Eves, and Weekends Fax:(01942) 867211

Junction Works, Bickershaw Lane, Abram, Nr. Wigan, WN2 STB



Welcome to

Wi th Cha i rman M ick H igg ins C L U B O F F I C I A L S

Hon. President: Mr SAspinall
Directors:

Mr MHiggins (Chairman),

Mr SBiakeiey, Mr KFreer, Mr SHaworth,

Mr CHeaiey, Mr ALeach, Mr JMassey,

Mr GCritchiey

Secretary: Mrs SLynch

Timekeeper/Hon. Assistant Secretary:
Mr TSa ie

Commerciai Department: Mrs KGunn

Bars and Catering Manager:

Mr KThornley

Head Che f : Mr JHo iden

Hiiton Park Secretary:

Ms Annette Fairciough (Manager)
H o n . C l u b S t a t i s t i c i a n : M r M L a t h a m

Vice Presidents:

Mark Ashiey, Simon Monks, Roy Healey,

Ken Mulhearn, Mike Norris, Mike Smith, Leigh

Supporters Club

WHAT can Isay about last week at Widnes. Our

support was absolutely tremendous, the players

and coaching staff and backroom staff were

absolutely tremendous. The only problem was the
result, but for one error, Idid not feel Widnes would have

scored atry if they had played us until midnight, however

people could not ask for any more other than the win that

would have taken us top of the table. We will still be up

there fighting to finish top of the league, which after last

year would be truly remarkable. Once again, thank you

for your magnificent support.

We also put our Super League application in last Friday

which was the last day for applications to go in. The

directors have worked very hard to present avery

professional package to the RFL.

PLAYING OPERATIONS

Today we welcome Oldham RLFC to Hilton Park in the

return league match. They have been to hell and back as

we have, so their directors, led by Chris Hamilton deserve

better than the results so far. Knowing Chris Hamilton as

Ido. I'm sure it wont be very long before they are up

there, back fighting at the top.

Head Coach: Mr IMi l lward

Assistant Coach: Mr NTurley

Alliance Coach: Mr MBailey
F i t n e s s C o n d i t i o n e r ; M r K P r e s c o t t

Physiotherapist: Mrs KDonohue
G r o u n d s m a n : M r W L e a

Apparel &Equipment Supervisors:

Mr DWright, Mr FTaylor

Playing Statistics: Mr CSumner

Video Recorder: Mr DDisley, Mr PWheian
Doctors:

Dr MDoublet/Stewart, Dr Horne, Dr Headley

Yours in Sport.

C L U B C O L O U R S

Home: Red &White Hooped Jerseys,

Red Shorts, Red &White Hooped Socks

Alternative; Blue &White Hooped Jerseys,

Blue Shorts, Blue &White Hooped Socks

TODAY’S SPONSORS
The views expressed in this programme

are not necessarily those of
Leigh Centurions RLFC or the Directors

Shirt Sponsor: Blakeley’s Waste Management
Main Match Sponsor Allied Scaffolding Ltd

Associate Sponsor; Thompson International
Matchball Sponsor: Envirotect Pest Control

Programme Sponsor: Wm Santos Ltd
Video Sponsor: Waterfield (Leigh) Ltd
Parky Pig Sponsor: The Avenue Pub

Mascot: Kristian Spencer Hilton

Leigh Centurions Rugby Football League Club

Hilton Park, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh, Lancs WN71RN

Tel; (01942) 743743 Fax: (0f943) 261843



Coach Ian Millward talks

about Leigh CenturionsMillward
Q

VV.

ISTILL can’t believe that we came away from Widnes last week with

nothing to show from what was amighty effort. The result of the

game swung on individual errors and that’s what is hard to stomach.

Our completion rate was only 40 per cent In each half and we can’t

expect to win football games If we turn possession back to the

opposition like we did at Widnes. We were particularly careless with our

handling in one-on-one situations and at dummy half. We wasfed alot of

good work by repeatedly giving them the ball back.

But having said all that Iwas very proud of the defensive effort from all

the players, but especially the forwards who Ithought were magnificent In

what were very trying conditions. Their work rate was out of this world. They

were an inspiration to the rest of the team and it was their efforts that kept

us in the game right to the bell. Idon’t usually like singling out one

particular player but Ican’t let last Sunday’s game pass without making

reference to Heath Cruickshank who Ithought was awesome both on

attack and defence. This kid has all fhe attributes to make it right to the top.

But I’m still not too despondent because our fate now lies in our own

hands. We have four games left to play starting with Oldham today, and

our target has got to be to win all those four games and collecf eight

more points to finish with 44 points. When we do finally click and get all

areas of our game in order then we’re going to give some teams areal

hammering. But we’ve got to correct the deficiencies before we’re in a

position to make further progress up the table.

Don’t forget to join me and the players in the Mick Martyn Suite at

6pm after the man of the match presentation. See you there.

COMING NEXT AT

HILTON PARK

LANCASHIRE LYNX

Sunday 15th August 1999

L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S R U G B Y L E A G U E C L U B H O N O U R S

Championship Winners 1905-06 ●Division One Championship Winners 1981-82
●Division Two Championship Winners 1977-78,1985-86,1988-89 ●Challenge
Cup Winners 1920-21,1970-71 ●Lancashire Cup Winners 1952-53.1955-56,
1970-71,1981-82 ●Lancashire Cup Beaten Finalists 1905-06,1909-1910,1920-

21, 1922-23, 1949-50, 1951-52, 1963-64, 1969-70 ●BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Winners
1969-70, 1972-73 ●BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Beaten Finalists 1967-68,1976-77

MATCH RECORDS Goals: 15 by Mick Stacey vDoncaster 28/3/76; Tries: 6by
iJack Wood vYork 4/10/47; Points: 38 by John Woods vRyedale York 12/1/92

SEASON RECORDS Goals: 173 by Chris Johnson 1985-86; Tries: 49 by Steve
Halliwell 1985-86; Points: 400 by Chris Johnson 1985-86

CAREER RECORDS Goals: 1,043 by Jim Ledgard 1948-58; Tries: 189 by Mick
Martyn 1954-67; Points: 2,492 by John Woods 1976-85,1990-92

^RECORD APPEARANCES 503 by Albert Worrall 1921 -35, 1936-38
BIGGEST WIN 92-2 vKeighley 30/4/86

HIGHEST ATTENDANCE 31,224 vSt. Helens 14/3/53



DON'T MOVE
WITHOOT OS

1
SUMMER

REMOVALSi
F R E E W R I T T E N E S T I M A T E S A N D A D V I C E

C a r t o n s a n d Wa r d r o b e C a r t o n s

Storage Units, Fully Alarnned
Full Insurance Cover

O f fi c e R e m o v a l s C o n t r a c t

DISCOUNT TO OAF’S

0161 790 2791

^4 Removal Manager Direct 0385 377198

After 6pm 0161 790 6905
PARR BRIDGE WORKS,

MOSLEY COMMON ROAD, TYLDESLEY

f: The Mxiskcteer
CHURCHILLS

Lord Street, Leigh/
^ ■

Railway Road, Leigh
Traditional

Boddington’s Beer Served
I

fj
R o o m H i r e

Availablela- (01942) 701143
0-

f
!Mea£s Slvaila5l£

Mon-Sat 12-2pm

T,'Venings Mon-Jri 5-7pm
(01942)

601150% Y o u r H o s t s

Terry &Carleen

9



Quality

Technology
Relinement

Reliability
OCTAVIA

F r o m £ 1 1 4 9 9

I

**.. ■*
k- Now available in Automatic

1 .6 ●1.8 ●20v Pet ro l ●1.9 TDI D iese l

FELICIA

F r o m £ 6 9 9 9
1.3 ●1.6 Petrol ●1.9 Diesel

3year FREE service

3year full AA cover
3year Full manufacturer ’s

warranty

The way things should be...

The PMKSIDE GARAGE

PEABODY STREET, BOLTON

Tel :  01204 520538

\

Open Sunday

11.30am-3.30pm

Volkswagen Croup



Commepciali@ii
W e a r e n o w l i v e o n t h e I n t e r n e t : C a t c h u s o n

www.leighrugby.co.uk

C O M E A N D J O I N U S F O R Y O U R X M A S A N D M I L L E N N I U M C E L E B R AT I O N S AT H I LT O N PA R K .

E X C E L L E N T F O O D A N D W I N E AT E X C E L L E N T P R I C E S . C O L L E C T Y O U R B R O C H U R E F R O M

THE BAR OR RING AND WE WILL SEND INFORMATION (01942) 743743/205669.

GRAND FINAL PLAY-OFFS

If you would like to be involved in entertaining guests or just the family at the home matches, please

give Karen acall for details and prices.

K I D S P A R T I E S I N T H E M I C K M A R T Y N S U I T E

With guest visitor ‘Parky the Pig’!!

F a n c y a n e w i d e a o f p a r t y f o r t h e k i d s .

Book them aspecial in the Mick Martyn Suite and they will get a‘surprise visitor’,

along with ahot meal &Kids Disco. All for Just £4.75 each.

Give us acall to make the booking: 01942 743743/205669

Best wishes to Kevin Jenks and Louise Davies on their forthcoming wedding.

With love from Colin, Brenda and family.

T O D AY ’ S M A S C O T

Our mascot today is 11 year old Kristian Spencer Hilton,

son of the manager at the Avenue pub in Leigh.

He loves to go swimming and skiing, he also is an avid supporter of
Manchester United and most obviously of all aLeigh Centurions’

supporter.

So Iwould like to wish Kristian ahappy birthday from everyone at

the club and all his family as well.

Over £75,000 in prize money paid out every year.

For just 50 pence per week.

Join Now. If you win, “AND WE DO HOPE YOU DO”,

we will automatically send your winning cheque,

so you don’t have to claim. In addition the winning numbers

are published every week In the local press.

A

r

L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S R . L . C .

LEIGH R.M.I.

.Do you have some free time on your hands?

.Would you like to gain some Leigh RLC benefits?

●Would you like to earn extra cash?

AS OUR SCHEME GROWS, WE NEED MORE AND MORE COLLECTION AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE

DISTRICT. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM GIVE US ARING ON (01942) 768861 NOW!

LOCAL LOTTERY

LOCAL WINNERS



T O D A Y ’ S M A I N M A T C H D A Y S P O N S O R

^Scaffolding
^Thermal Insulation

Asbestos Removal

Surface Coatings

ALLIED
Allied Developments (Manchester) Limited

Head Office:

Moorhey Street, Oldham,

Greater Manchester OL4 IJE

Telephone: 0161-633 0425
Fax: 0161-652 0862

...total support



F O R D N O R T H E R N P R E M I E R S H I P L E A G U E T A B L E

As a t 1s t Augus t 1999

PTSP W D L F A

Hull KR

Hunslet Hawks

LEIGH CENTURIONS

Dewsbury Rams

Widn_es_V[k_[n_gs
Featherstone Rovers

York Wasps

Whitehaven

Keighley Cougars

Batley Bulldogs

Bramley
Barrow Raiders

Swinton Lions

Workington

Rochdale Hornets

Oldham

Lancashire Lynx

Doncaster Dragons

24 18 523 338 371 5

24 18 0 6 345 36755

449 3624 18 0 6 668

421 3624 17 2 5 620

369 3424 17 0 7 654

424 3124 15 1 604

384 2924 14 1 9 555

2624 13 0 11 537 557

533 2524 12 1 11 513

2124 9 3 12 490 440

499 2124 10 1 13 431

639 2024 10 0 14 581

537 1824 9 0 15 554

69824 1 15 418 17

1624 8 0 16 465 596

24 5 2 17 401 789 12

24 0 19 437 803 105

3 20 407 792 724 1

A L L I A N C E R E S U L T S

21st July -Leigh Centurions vOidham (Won 40-20)

Team: DHi l l ,  SMi l le t ,  SKendr ick ,  CHal l iwel l ,  MBurrows,  SHi l ton,  LSanderson,  DConway,  GMolyneux,  APuci l l ,  PNorman,

TLiku, ILewis, SLeach, MGoulding, LAired, MKay.

Centurions Scorers: TRIES: Helliwell (3), Conway, Hill, Burrows, Kay, Goulding. GOALS: Sanderson (4)

24th July -Leigh Centurions vBarrow Border Raiders (Won 42-24)

Team:  MKay,  SMi l le t ,  SKendr ick ,  LAi red,  MBurrows,  SHi l ton,  LSanderson,  DConway,  GMolyneux,  MGould ing,  ILewis ,

TLiku, SPheonix, SFairhurst, JSpark, DChristie, DLeach

Centurions Scorers: TRIES: Kendrick (2), Molyneux, Aired, Hilton, Burrows, Kay. GOALS: Sanderson (!)

28th Juiy -Cup: Leigh Centurions vSt Helens (Lost 16-66)

Team: DHi l l ,  DPi lk ington,  LAl l red,  MKay,  MBurrows,  SPheonix ,  LSanderson,  APuci l l ,  GMolyneux,  DConway,  TL iku,

JCostello, Ilewis, JSpark, DChristie, CPlatt, DLeach.

Centurions Scorers: TRIES: Leach, Kay, Pheonix. GOALS: Sanderson (2)

» ■ *vans* Estates

*^JUitomatics
T

m DnjveRY mcollsction

●FULL AA COVER

c o M P r r m v E r a t e s

● ^ D I S C O U N T S F O R P R O
X

tSIONAL

ISITORS

●CONTRACTA CASUAL HIRE

( W R i r m D E T A I L S O N R E Q U E S T )

» A c a o a v r A S S I S T A N C E P A C K A G E4

M a s s i v e R a n g e O f C a r s &
v a n s O f A l l S i z e s

Petrol &Diesel

Fax: 01942 677666
r o g r e s s D e p o t , S e v e r n S t r e e t , L e i g

qwiTEP]

imm



T O D A Y ’ S A S S O C I A T E S P O N S O R

y om /.S

TRANSPORT

As simple as —-
F F O R D A B L E A N D R E L I A B L E O N E - O F F O R C O N T R A C T H i R E

Transport Service.

A S E D M I N U T E S F R O M T H E M O T O R W A Y A T O U R

8 0 , 0 0 0 S Q . F T. H I G H S e c u r i t y Wa r e h o u s e c o m p l e x .

O L L E C T I O N T H E S A M E - D A Y B Y R A D I O

CONTROLLED VEHICLES.

F O R F U R T H E R D E T A I L S T E L E P H O N E



Then and Now
by Roger Halstead, Oldham Evening Chrenlcle

IMUST have been about ten when Ibecame

the envy of rugby league forwards the world

over. Nearly 50 years ago -my how time flies.

Forwards were tough men in every sense of the

word and Ihad one of the toughest, Charlie

Powsey, right where Iwanted him.

held for 35 years, but whenever David and I

meet we still talk about those early days when

we followed Leigh everywhere.

His grandmother, aMrs Baines, lived on Wigan

Road. An aunt and uncle kept abakers and
confectioners down Plank Lane, not far from the

old colliery.It was Derby Day and Central Park. Wigan

versus Leigh. And what better place for arugby-

daft schoolboy to soak up the atmosphere than

the old Central Park ringside?

In my more nostalgic moments Ican still see

Ledgard lining up akick at goal or Kindon

hugging the touchline to the roar of afull-house
Kirkhall Lane crowd.Seating spectators so close to the touchline

wouldn’t be allowed today. But as the forties

turned into the fifties and grounds like

Watersheddings, Central Park and Kirkhall Lane

attracted capacity crowds every other week, it

was common for boys and giris to sit on the

straw that surrounded many pitches in winter or,

in the case of Central Park, to sit inside the

boundary wail on the ringside.

They are but memories, my memories, Leigh

memories. But if they mean so much to me, a

Rochdalian who used to have an even greater

passion for the Hornets and has since spent the

last three decades with an allegiance to

Oidham, what must similar memories mean to

Leigh folk born and bred?

It was there that big Charlie crashed over the

touchline, rolled over and ended up at my feet

and Iswear to this day that Charlie gave me a

wink and apat on the head before dashing

back to tackle the old enemy.

Rugby League in 1999, Ifear, is in danger of

forgetting its roots and its origins in towns like

Leigh, Rochdale and Oldham. It is in danger of

trampling all over the men and women of towns

like Leigh who have lost their cotton mills and

their coal mines but sill long for the return of the

glory days at their local rugby league clubs.Many of my earliest rugby league memories are

of Leigh. Iwas born in Rochdale and Iloved the

Hornets, but my best pal’s mum came from

Leigh and retained her interest in aLeigh side

made famous by the likes of Jimmy Ledgard,

Trevor Allen, big Charlie, Billy Kindon and others

whom older Leigh fans will recall far easier
than I.

In my home town of Rochdale we have lost the

Athletic Grounds. In my adopted town of
Oldham we have sa id fa rewe l l t o

Watersheddings. For various reasons it had to

go. But for local rugby league folk, the town
hasn’t been the same since and it won’t be until

anew stadium is built in the next year or two.

As the years rolled by my pal, David Kilpatrick,

lost some of his interest in rugby league,

s w i t c h e d t o s o c c e r a n d h a s b e e n c h a i r m a n o f

Rochdale AFC for several years.

So cling on to Hilton Park because you won’t

appreciate it fully until it is no longer there...and

who knows, this very day astarry-eyed Leigh

lad might find something in the game that he

can tell his grandchildren about 50 years from
now.

Iwent on to become rugby league writer for the

Oldham Evening Chronicle, aposition Ihave



T O D A Y ’ S M A T C H B A L L S P O N S O R

envirotect
pest control services

wish Leigh Centurions the best for the remainder of the season

and the best of luck for the Play-Offs,

Aspecial thank you to Karen, Jim and all other staff

for their hospitality throughout this season and many more to come....

T O D A Y ’ S V I D E O S P O N S O R

Waterfields Bakers of Leigh
are proud to have the

opportunity to support

Leigh Centurions

T O D A Y ’ S P R O G R A M M E S P O N S O R

W I L L I A l ^ S A N T I J S & LT D .
Ly

Regd. Office: The Toffee Works, Doming Street, Wigan, Lancashire, England WNl IHE.

Telephone; +44 (0) 1942 243464 Fax: +44 (0)1942 323023 www.uncle-joes.com
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P O C K E T T H E D I F F E R E N C E

www.asda.co.uk





Leigh
STAN OWEN

When ayoung Welshman, stationed at Burscough on National

Service, walked into the Leigh ground and asked for atrial, agreat

RL career was about to begin. Asecond-row forward, who played for

the Pontypridd RU club, Stan Owen took to the new game with relish

and made afine reputation as astrong and fearless prop forward.

After making his Leigh debut in December 195f, Owen soon became

aregular in the side. In his first full season, 1952-53, he played in 38

of Leigh’s 47 games and won aLancashire Cup winner’s medal in

only his 19th senior game as Leigh beat St Helens 22-5 at Swinton.

Owen went on to make 415 appearances for Leigh and is second to

another stalwart prop forward, Albert Worrall, in the all time club

appearances list. Together with Walt Tabern and Bill Robinson, Owen

formed one of the greatest front rows in Leigh’s history. He won one

Great Britain cap against France at Grenoble in 1958 and also played

for Wales. Transferred to St Helens in February 1964, Owen later

played for Rochdale Hornets and Blackpool Borough and was also

involved in the game in acoaching capacity.

PETER RILEY

The outbreak of war in 1939 disrupted many apromising career, non

more so than that of ateenage scrum half making his mark even in a

struggling Leigh side. Signed from Tyidesley RU club, Peter Riley became

aregular in the 1938-39 season but had to wait until the cessation of

hostilities to fulfil his talents. After serving in the Navy, Riley guested for

Broughton Rangers in the 1945-46 season, going close to tour selection

before becoming one of the leading players in the re-formed Leigh side of

1946. Modest and unassuming, Riley was abusy and remarkably

consistent player and formed amost effective half-back partnership with

Jimmy Rowe as the club became firmly re-established. After awell

deserved benefit and 245 games for Leigh, Riley ended his career at

Keighley, joining the Lawkhoimers in the 1951-52 season.

I

T O M S M I T H

Astalwart of the Leigh side for the best part of twenty years, Tom

Smith played in every position on the field during that time. He first

began playing for the club as a16-year-old in 1882, making his early

reputation as acentre. An accurate place and touch kicker. Smith

was also afast and elusive runner with an eye for the goal line. His

greatest moment on the rugby field was captaining Leigh to their

famous victory over the Maoris in February 1889 when he scored one

of Leigh’s two tries. Asource of great inspiration in the years prior to

the break away of 1895, Smith moved up to the forwards later in his

career. He was nearing the veteran stage as Leigh became one of

the founders of the Northern Union but continued to play until he

retired at the end of the 1899-1900 season, by which time he had

appeared in well over four hundred Leigh games. Alicensee, he kept

the Pied Bull at Leigh for 31 years.

m

AjL.rc



Looking Back

SEASON 1983/4 was amediocre one.

Tommy Bishop took over f rom Peter

S m e t h u r s t a s c o a c h a n d J o h n W o o d s w a s

captain for the fifth season running. Leigh
finished 11th in Division One.

Form throughout the season was patchy but

there were highlights. Two victories over Wigan!

On 28th August we beat them 26-12 at Central

Park. The return on 9th October was avictory

by 24-18.

Most supporters in the early 80s would

confidently state that we had the best backs in

the Rugby League: John Woods, Steve Donlan,

Des Drummond, Phil Fox and John Henderson

figures strongly In 1983/4, Woods scoring 27

times and kicking 124 goals.

New Zealand test scrum half, Shane Varley
spent the season with us and fellow Northcote

Tiger, Jeff Clarke arrived for what turned out to

be along spell at Leigh. Derek Pyke and John

Westhead were the mainstays of the pack each

making over 30 appearances.
Scrum half Kenny Green with Tommy Bishop

Amongst the debutantes were Tony Cottrell and
Chr is Johnson . A t the end o f the season Don lan

and Drummond went on the Great Britain Tour

of Australia, New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea.

We had agood run in the John Player Cup. In
t he 1s t Round we won a t O ldham 20-12 . The

2nd Round a t Car l i s l e was memorab le fo r five

tries by Des Drummond in a68-17 victory. The

3rd Round gave us ahome tie against Cardiff

City which we won 12-8. In the Semi-Final on
D e c e m b e r 1 0 t h w e w e n t t o

Headingly and in front of a

disappointing crowd of 5,740 went
down 11-18.

Tommy Bishop (coach), Eddie Hunter, Derek Pyke, Wayne Atherton

Our win against Oldham in the cup

was the first of four games between
t h e s i d e s t h a t s e a s o n . T h e s e c o n d

game at Watersheddings, I

remember, as being very enjoyable

until ascrum broke up into afight

which quickly involved almost every

player on the field. The referee had

aserious problem but Irecollect

being astounded when he

abandoned the game! The third

game, areplay of that game,

finished in a13-10 Oldham victory.

One week later, at home, Leigh went

down again 15-21.



DM POSTERS
SIGNS ●POSTERS ●BANNERS

SPECIALISTS IN SPORTS STADIA SIGNS

AND EVENT ADVERTISING

S I G N W R I T E R S T O L E I G H R L C & L E I G H R M I

P L U S M A N Y L E A D I N G F O O T B A L L C L U B S

TEL: 01942 258572 (24HRS)
FAX: 01942 253747 (24HRS)

Expert Solutions For Exacting
Specifications ...

□Sealants

□Car Park Systems

□Flooring Adhesives

□Glazing Systems

□Roofing Systems

□STERILE Coating

INDUSRIAL Adhesives &Sealants

TRBttCO
Tremco Limited (European Headquarters)

393 Edinburgh Avenue, Siough SL1 4UF UK
Tel : 01753 691696 Fax: 01753 822640

Tremco Limited (European Manufacturing Centre)

Coupland Rd. Hindley Green, Wigan WN2 4HT
Tel: 01942 258011 Fax: 01942 521923

Acompany approved to BS ENISO 9002

CanpanyAn
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W h a t w a s t h e

Boys’ Pen?
REG SIDLOW, an Athertonian, has been a

Leigh supporter for 52 years. He reckons to

have watched over 90% of all home games over

those years and that he must have indirectly

bought at least two players.

against Wigan in the 1948-49 season. We won

12-11 at Wigan before acrowd of 30,000 and
then lost 4-5 at home in front of 28,000. The

referee should have played extra-time and the

match had to be replayed at Leigh before a

bumper crowd of 29,500. Unfortunately we lost
4-11!My early involvement in sport, coming from

Atherton, was in soccer, my winters being spent

watching Bolton Wanderers and local amateur

sides. My introduction to rugby came in the

1946-47 season, Leigh’s first season after the

war, on the Athletic Ground.

The record attendance of 31,326 was achieved

in 1952 against St. Helens -how on earth did

they get us all in?

Along forgotten method of segregation in those

days was the Boys’ Pen. This had similarities

with aconcentration camp where boys (and

girls) were herded together and crammed in for

the price of 6d (or was it 3d -does anyone

remember?).

There were three home games over the Easter

period -Keighley (Good Friday), Liverpool

Stanley (Easter Saturday) and Featherstone

Rovers (Easter Monday). Interestingly the
crowds for those matches were 10,000, 8,000 ■

and 10,000 respectively (where have all the

spectators gone?). Fixture compilers and

players please note the busy holiday

programme of those days.

I reco l lec t i t as asect ion to the le f t o f the main

stand facing the pitch and later behind the

sticks at the Hayes Mill (now the by-pass) end.

It was acommon occurrence to find yourself

standing behind a6’ Grammar School lad

equipped with his school cap to prove his
admission.

Anyway Iwas hooked and it was great to watch

the likes of Kerwick, Rowe, Riley, Coffey and

Ackers etc -all great servants of the club. In

view of the problems of getting re-established,

the team acquitted themselves well in their first

season, finishing acreditable ninth.

Looking back, my personal highlights were the

1971 Cup Final, the 1952 Lancashire Cup Final

against St. Helens where Ledgard’s immaculate

touch finding helped us to a21-5 success, the

nerve tingling win at Whitehaven in 1982 to
clinch the championship and any victory over

Wigan! Happy days.

Aregular feature of fundraising were collections

taken at half-time by throwing coins onto a

blanket carried round the ground by

enthusiastic helpers.

But let’s not dwell in the past too much. This

season’s performances and the club’s spirit
have been atonic -acredit to everyone

concerned. Let’s win the play-offs, aim for

Super League, put Leigh back on the map,

bring the crowds back but please don’t re¬

introduce the Boys’ Pen!

The following season saw the move to Kirkhall

Lane (now Hilton Park) and the big signings -

Ledgard, Allan, Egan, Mossop etc. Crowds in
that season ranged from 6,000 to 19,500 when

Wigan were the visitors.

Iremember, particularly, the two leg RL Cup tie
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TESTIMONIAL 1988-98 -Leigh Centurions RLC
Honorary Presidents Mick Martyn and John Woods

Former Leigh players Tony Cottrel l , John

Woods and Phi l Johnson have arranged a

“free and easy” night at Toffs Night-club on

Sunday 22 August. This will Involve Karaoke

and adisco. Leigh players will be in attendance

to hopefully celebrate their earlier win at

Keighley. Entrance is by payment on the door

and all money raised will go towards David’s
fund.

THU 12 AUG SPORTS EVENING

CHURCH INN W/Leigh THU 19 AUG SPORTS EVENING
TOFFS NIGHTCLUB SUN 22 AUG KARAOKE/DISCO

TUE 7SEP SPORTS EVENING

TUE14SEP SPORTS EVENING

ROYAL OAK

SHEPHERDS INN

LEHERS INN

MICK MARTYN BAR SAT 2OCT CLOSING DINNER

At all these events players from the

CENTURIONS will be in attendance. Help from

all the venues is greatly appreciated so why not

come along and help to make each event a

H U G E S U C C E S S .

The t icket sa les for our final Mixed Dinner are

going very quickly so if you intend coming

along Isuggest you get your tickets ASAR Don't

forget our star speaker Mr Alex Murphy OBE.

Ticket prices are £20.00 each and are available

f r o m c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s o r f r o m t h e L i f e l i n e

office Tel 768861.

If you know of any other Pub, Club, or other

organisations that can arrange an event the

Committee will be only to pleased to arrange

player participation. Testimonial brochures are

still available price £2.00 each and can be

obtained from The Mick Martyn Bar.Listed below are future events and venues. Why

not come along and challenge players to a

game of darts or dominoes? Don Boyle
Chairman of the Committee 01942 603762

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Corporate hospitality now plays amajor part at all sporting venues, thus allowing companies

and individuals the opportunity of combining business with pleasure.

The Centurions offer advertising packages to suit all requirements.

Leigh matchday packages take the hassle out of your entertainment; let the club do the organising,

just come along with your guests and enjoy agreat day out.

E X E C U T I V E M A T C H D A Y S P O N S O R S H I P £ 9 4 0 i n c . V A T

This package is to sponsor agame of your choice at Hilton Park. The package consists of:

10 Directors Seats: 4Car Park Passes: Three Course Meal with wine: Free Bar:

Complimentary Programme: Man of the Match chosen and presented by the Sponsor after the game:

Presentation to the Sponsor: After Match Buffet

You r adve r t i s i ng package i nc l udes :

Matchday Programme Advertisement: Mentions on the PA. System: Mention on the front of the Programme.

ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGE £30 per person (inc VAT)

Why not enjoy aspecial day out at amatch of your choice. Three course meal with wine and membership of

the players’ lounge for the day
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TERRY

WYNN

BRIAN

SIMPSON

/

'jf-*. ■ '

tt
/-r'Representing

Le igh as your

M e m b e r o f t h e

European

Pariiament.

Representing

Cheshire East

in the

European

Pariiament.

.S'

■ m
Can be contacted at Can be contacted at

European Office

105 Corporation St
St Helens

Merseyside WAIO ISX

Gilbert Wakefield House

67 Bewsey Street

Warrington

WA2 7JQ

Tel : 01744 451609

Fax: 01744 29832

Tel : 01925 654074

Fax: 01925 240799

Try ESB and you ' l l
be converted!!

^YP250 Majej
^Scooters '

f r o m o n l y

^YZF-R6 ^liiaha "

a25
Deposit

m
-X

HVfcVKv:

4

JFinance Facilities Available subject to status^

[ WS4Morsdcn Road (Corner of Deonsgofej, Bo/fon

0120a 535003 01902 671S22

q u i r y ● 0 1 2 0 4 3 6 6 7 0 7 .

OPEN Mon, Tui Fri 9am-6pm Saturday 9ain-5pi S u n d a y ( B e l t o

Bolton bi ich opc e v e r y S u n d a y 1 O a i till 3pi Or fax any



On die
by Jack Daniels

THE ‘M’ word is back on the agenda as clubs

in Super League, and some outside it, again

mull over the idea of club mergers. Back in

1995 when Super League’s introduction blew the

game wide apart, merger taik was ail the rage.

amassive financial carrot is likely to be dangled

in front of the respective clubs. Some reports
have i t down as much as £1 .25m -as i zeab le

incentive in anybody’s book. But look closely at

the issue. Who actually wants teams to merge?
The fans -no; the clubs -no. All the

‘encouragement’ is coming from Super League
leaders who want to see the back of clubs who,

they declare, are feeling the pressure of playing
in the elite division. If clubs make those sort of

decisions themselves, fair enough. But to be

forced into an arranged marriage is likely to fail

before the ‘couple’ get to the altar.

Thankfully the idea withered on the vine -but

never completely went away -as outraged fans

and clubs kicked up such astink that Super

League bosses retreated deep into their Leeds

bunker. Now it looks like they’ve started to stick

their heads back above the ramparts as those that

think they know best seek to reduce the number

of Super League clubs from 14 to 12 in an effort to

supposedly even up the contests and improve the

quality. There seems to be agrowing feeling in the

game that scores of Leeds 86 Huddersfield 6, as

happened recently, are unacceptable.

CLUB chairmen are not always the most

popular figures, just ask the likes of Howard

Morris at St Helens recently or Leigh’s Mick

Higgins who’ve both run the gauntlet of
a b u s e f r o m t h e t e r r a c e s . B u t n e i t h e r h a v e

been effectively drummed out by their own

players like Howard Carter at Keighley recently.

Mr Carter apparently scored adouble-whammy

by upsetting the players twice in quick

succession. Firstly the hard-up Cougars couldn’t

afford the players’ monthly pay cheques and

then the chairman apparently had areal dig at

his players in aprogramme column. Then player

power kicked in. They passed avote of no
c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e c h a i r m a n a f t e r a r e c e n t d e f e a t

at Whitehaven and actually barred him from

travelling back from Cumbria on the team bus!

Not surprisingly Carter resigned -but the players

still didn’t get paid on time. No winners there,

only losers it would seem.

If it was left to some of the half-wits in control of

the game there would only be half adozen

clubs of probable equal standing playing the

game at all. Sure, no-one wants to see teams

flogged week-in and week-out but hasn’t it

always been the nature of competitive sport that

the better teams generally win? Hasn’t there got

to be aloser in every game? Do other sports

throw their hands up in horror at the occasional

lop-sided result? Not likely.

If Bolton Wanderers thrashed another side, say
6-0, would the beaten team be cast aside as

unfit to play in the competition? Or if England’s

cricket team lost by an innings to Sri Lanka

would they be forced to merge with Scotland to

create some airy-fairy ‘super’ team? No chance. I T d o e s n ’ t l o o k l i k e N o r t h e r n F o r d

Premiership leaders Hull KR will be going

in to the photography bus iness. Arecent

commercial enterprise produced anegative

result. Individuals or families paid sizeable sums

to have their pictures taken in full kit with the

Rovers team, the proceeds going to club funds.

The only problem was that when the films were

sent for developing, the negs were all blank.

So why has Rugby League suddenly again

become obsessed with ‘shotgun marriages?’ If

Super League had their way they would have

Halifax and Huddersfield joining together and

playing out of the McAlpine Stadium and railroad

Wakefield and Sheffield into another joint venture.

The di fference this t ime around from 1995 is that



(cOOKE 8^ company)
ESTATE AGENTS, LAND AGENTS

&AUCTIONEERS

V O L E X P O W E R C O R D S

For further information contact
Would like to wish

Leigh Rugby every success
Simon Cooke or

Helen Wilson

Leigh Commerce Park

Greenfold Way

Leigh
Lancashire WN7 3XJ

51 Lord Street ●Leigh ●Lancs ●WN7 IBY

Tel: (01942) 603000 ●Fax; (01942) 603442

Tel : 01942 685200

Fax: 01942 606450

iimjgp
LEIGH CEMTURIONS R.L.C.

LEIGH R.M.I.

Leigh Lifeline is aweekly draw. For just 50p per week you have the chance to win

£1,450 in prize money. By joining you have achance to win the cash and also help

the club and local charities that we also contribute to. We have already donated to:

Leigh Infirmary ●The Orchards, Leigh

Two Porches Special School ●Lowton Play Group

New Lodge Day Centre ●The Christmas Lights Appeal

We also require agents to collect on our behalf

We are in the Mick Martyn Bar today. Why not come along and join?
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LEIGH CENTURIONS 32 BARROW BORDER RAIDERS 26 (25/7/99)

“Give some credit to Barrow. Paul Charlton has

got them playing some super stuff and they are

averaging 24 points agame despite their

position in the table. And in Darren Holt they

have aplayer that every Super League club is

looking at.”

THE sighs of relief that echoed around
H i l t o n P a r k a t f u l l t i m e w e r e a l m o s t

deafening. Leigh just managed to edge out an

enterprising Barrow side that caused the

Centurions more problems than most to move

to within apoint of the top of the Northern Ford

Premiership. But while the fans nervously

squirmed in their seats, the calmest man

around was Leigh boss Ian Millward.

Holt certainly pulled all the strings for the Border

Raiders as they lead three times -the widest

margin being 10 points just after half time. But

Holt, one of the division’s top points scorers,

could only manage three successful shots at

goal while Leigh's Paul Wingfield landed six

from six -ultimately Leigh’s margin of success.

Holt and Aussie hooker Dave Clark might have

masterminded Barrow’s assault but Leigh had

too much all-round firepower with Tim Street,

Jamie Kennedy, Paul Anderson and Stuart

Donlan in top form. But Leigh were their own

“I was never feeling like we’d lose,” he said

afterwards. “We always had the ammunition to

do it provided we could get our completion rate

up to scratch.”

I n t h e e n d i n t o o k a 6 4 t h m i n u t e t o u c h d o w n

f rom sub Hea th C ru i cksh ank t o dec i de a

contest in which the teams shared 10 t r ies in an

attacking feast of football.

&

l||l? flBlII



fourth try, Kennedy sent in Dave Ingram for his

17th try of the season and when Stuart Rhodes

decked Dave Whittle with ahigh tackle,

Wingfield put over the penalty that had Leigh

just two points behind. But it was the 55th

minute before the Centurions finally got their

noses in front. Patel, Radney Bowker and
Anderson linked down the left and Donlan

romped clear for the six points.

Yet they were only ahead for five minutes as

Atkinson burst through Bowker's tackle to level

things at 26-26. That forced Millward to show
h is hand . He had Cru i ckshank sa t on the bench

nursing ashoulder injury and was hoping not to
have to use his Aussie star.

" I d idn ' t want to use Heath or A lan Hadcrof t

unless Ihad to. But at that stage of the game I

felt we needed their impact,” revealed Millward.

Cruickshank soon made his presence felt,

shoring up asuspect defence and then

spinning out of two tackles to grab the clinching
sco re 16 m inu tes f r om t ime . M i l lwa rd

concluded: “At this stage of the season you just

take each game as it comes and pick up what

points are on offer. We did that today and now
w e c a n c o n c e n t r a t e o n n e x t w e e k ' s m a s s i v e

game at Widnes."

worst enemies in the first half, repeatedly failing

to complete their sets of six and turning
possession over to the eager Braves.

They didn’t need asecond invitation. Mike

Kavanagh and Jonathan Hughes combined to

send Stuart Magorian in for the first six-pointer

and when Hughes followed up his own grubber

kick to take full advantage of aDonlan fumble,

you could have heard apin drop. In between

the lively Mick Higham and Saf Patel set up a

try under the posts for Anderson and soon after

Barrow had gone 12-6 up. Street blasted clean

through from 20 metres to level the scores.

Three minutes from the break Leigh were again

made to pay for elementary errors

when Holt chipped through,

regathered and scored to give
Barrow a12-18 half time lead.

Leigh: Donlan, Wingfield, Ingram, Kerr,

Arkwright, Bowker, Patel, Street, Higham, Pucill,

Anderson, Kendrick, Kennedy. Subs (all used):
Cruickshank, Hadcroft, Whittle, Norman

Attendance: 1720

Worse was to come for Leigh
when, two minutes after the re¬

start, Phil Atkinson produced a

super half break and pass that
Paul Salmon collected to race in

from 40 metres. Only then, faced

with a10 point deficit, did Leigh
come to the i r senses . The i r

completion rate suddenly

improved, errors were kept to a

minimum and the fight back was
on.

Jus t f ou r m inu tes a f te r Ba r row ’s
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MICK MARTYN SUITE

Bookings are now being taken for the suite.

From Weddings to Dinner Dances, discos to cabaret evenings, and business

meetings, the Mick Martyn Suite is the place in town to transform your event.

We a lso boast o f our new conference fac i l i t ies .

The suite can be partitioned into three separate rooms for meetings,

seminars and business dinners. There is no room hire charge for any

parties having food included in their function, buffet, or sit down meal.

For further information about the facility ring

(01942) 748743



Whatever

the seas'^n

we’ll always
be

the ball
There’s one radio station where sport is apermanent fixture. Aradio station with more balls...cricket, football, tennis, gotf,

and of course rugby. In fact, with up to the minute r>ews of all the action, scores and results, when it comes to local sport

102.4 WISH FM just can’t be beaten. Local sport, local news and the best music -it puts 102.4 WISH FM in aleague of its own.

IWIS#102.4

LOCAL SPORT KICKS OFF WITH 102.4 WISH FM



WIDNES V IK INGS 9LE IGH CENTURIONS 6 (1 /8 /99 )

THEY sunk to their knees, disappointed

and exhausted in equai measure. But deep

down Leigh knew they had blown it. For athird
t ime th i s season the Cen tu r ions were on the

wrong end of atitanic struggle against the

Vikings and again much of it was of their own

making. Had they been able to control

possession better and not turned the ball back

over to the Vikings with alarming frequency they

would have been top of the Northern Ford

Premiership today.

drama that unfolded in front of them.

Even the weather played it’s part in adding to

the sense of theatre. Starting in blazing

sunshine and baking temperatures the Auto

Quest was hit by asecond half thunderstorm

that brought an electrifying finish to ahigh-

voltage game. But the first half was as tighf as a
d rum -awa r o f a t t r i t i on w i t h ne i t he r s i de

prepared to take abackward step.

Leigh probably created the better openings but

each time they got within striking distance they

came up with crucial errors. Wingers Paul

Wingfield and James Arkwright went closest to

breaking the deadlock while Wingfield missed

with apresentable penalty shot at goal. The

Centurions kept Widnes at arms length with

some suffocating defensive work and just when
i t looked l i ke the ha l f wou ld end score less Mark

Hewitt clipped over adrop goal in stoppage

time to give the Vikings a1-0 interval lead.

Instead they are left reflecting on adefeat that

drops them to third place and facing an

almighty scrap over the last four games for a

leading end of season position. Not that Widnes

were much better. They too handled poorly and

it was only an interception try midway through

the second half that ultimately decided matters.

If you wanted pretty, fancy football the Auto

Quest wasn’t the place to be. This was agame

trapped in atime-warp as both teams slugged it
ou t t oe - to - t oe i n m idfie ld . Bo th de fences we re

awesome and while there were mistakes

aplenty arecord NFP crowd of 5,230 was kept

spellbound by the passion, commitment and

On loan Paul Anderson, despite being hindered

by aknee injury, should have put Leigh ahead

before they did actually take the lead. Thirteen

minutes into the second half he was put in the



W i d d o w s M a s o nWM

WM

WM Solicitors
WM

HAD AN ACCIDENT?

F R E E A C C I D E N T L I N E

0800 216086

9 a m - 1 0 p m S e v e n d a y s a w e e k

20 KING STREET

LEIGH

(01942) 673311

231 CHURCH LANE

LOWTON

(01942) 724409

63 MARKET STREET

WESTHOUGHTON

(01942) 816515

B r a n c h e s a l s o a t :

Bolton, Warrington, Atherton



SUCCESSFUL LOCAL RALLY DRIVER AND NAVIGATOR

D E D D I E WAT E RW O RT H D R I V E S S K O D A TO

F U RT H E R V I C TO R I E S I N I S O S

TAKE YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY AT

m.

PEABODY STREET BOLTON (01204) 520530



LEIGH

ILIFELINE
fNEED

^YOUR

HELP

DEVENNEY’S
FRESH MEAT CATERING BUTCHER

Suppliers to
RESTAURANTS, HOTELS

CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS

NURSING HOMES

WIN E1450 EVERY WEEK FOR JUST SOP

1st Prize £1000

2nd Prize £150

3rd Prize £100

4th/5th Prize £50

plus 4prizes of £25 each

MEMBERS OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

OF CATERING BUTCHERS

&

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

OF MEAT TRADERS

JOIN TODAY

AGENTS ALSO REQUIRED,
GOOD COMMISSION PAID,

READY MADE ROUNDS AVAILABLE

CONTACT 01942 768861 NOW

H O M E D E L I V E R Y S E R V I C E

Unit 30, Waterloo Estate, Darbyshire St., Bolton

Tel : 01204 528357 Fax: 01204 432884

MORAN’S

TROPHIES

Bird Quest

International

Engravers,
S n o o k e r A c c e s s o r i e s

We specialise in the supply of all

reptiles and hand reared parrots

Unrivalled selection of Snakes,

Spiders, Lizards Open Monday -Friday

9.30am -5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am -1.00pm

Closed Wednesdays

Quality range of accessories cages,

foods, books, toys etc

FOR EXPERT ADVISE CALL IN OR RING

69 Railway Road, Leigh

01204 572332 Telephone/Fax

01942 674269
62a Plodder Lane, Farnworth Bolton



clear by asweet Jamie Kennedy pass but

with support on both sides he opted to try

and chip over the full-back, the ball

landing harmlessly in the grateful arms of

Widnes winger Simon Verbickas.

I t was to be the introduct ion of sub Saf

Pa te l t ha t had ad ramat i c e f fec t a t bo th

ends of the field. His first touch of the ball

brought him atry, Heath Cruickshank’s

break and overhead pass ran free for Patel

to gather and slide in for atry goaled by

Wingfield.

Cruickshank’s influence on the game was

to grow by the minute; two cover tackles on

Paul Mansson and George Mann were right up

there with the best. But when Patel tried along

pass down the Leigh line it invited trouble. Kiwi

Mansson didn’t need asking twice. He was onto

the mistake in aflash and had enough pace to

beat the last of the Leigh cover in a40 metre

sprint to the posts for atry goaled by Hewitt.

obstruction. Amid all the confusion, Hewitt

struck acrucial angled penalty. It could still

have gone either way as Leigh threw everything
bar the k i tchen s ink at the Widnes defence in

the final 20 minutes, yet they still couldn’t
control the ball and were left to l ick their self-

inflicted wounds.

LEIGH: Donlan, Wingfield, Ingram, Kerr,

Arkwright, Bowker, Purtill, Street, Higham,

Cruickshank, Anderson, Kendrick, Kennedy.

Subs: Norman, Patel, Whittle. Not used:

Haliiwell

Attendance: 5,230

Just six minutes later Leigh were further behind

in bizarre circumstances. Referee Steve Presley

disallowed Phil Cantiilon atry for offside,

instead awarding Widnes apenalty for an earlier



Oldham Roughyeds RLFC
THE Oldham team visiting Hilton Park today

represents an entirely new club -Oldham RLFC

(1997) Ltd -following the relegation from Super

League and subsequent liquidation of Oldham
Bears.

The heart of the team this season has been the front

row prop, Leo Casey, who started at Oldham St

Anne’s, was once Oldham’s most expensive export

when Featherstone paid £100,000 for him adecade

ago. An Irish international, Leo was brought back to

Oldham from Rochdale this year to captain his home
town club which he has done with some distinction.

Fellow prop Jason Clegg originates from

Littleborough, had aspell at Bradford and, since

shedding astone in weight last winter, has had a

barnstorming season in 1999, Meanwhile, local lad

John Hough, once of Waterhead, arrived at Oldham

from Warrington Wolves where he had considerable

Super League experience. Keen tackling and darts

from dummy half are among his trademarks.

But for the enthusiasm and commitment of

Chairman, Christopher Hamilton and his co-

Directors, Meivyn Lord, Sean Whitehead and Stewart
Hardacre there would have been no club at all in a

town which is ahotbed of schools and amateur RL.

Starting, in Chris Hamilton’s words, without so much

as abootlace, the new club made its first signing,

hooker John Hough, early in December 1997. By

New Year’s Day 1998 ateam had been assembled

which contested and won, the Law Cup, against

neighbours, Rochdale Hornets. Other forwards likely to appear this afternoon include
the much travelled Paul Round, once the former

Oldham club’s most expensive signing at £65,000
from St Helens. Since then Paul has seen service at

Castleford, Halifax and Wakefield before returning to

the Roughyeds.

With the Second Division season not starting until

April, Oldham were able to lay down some

foundations and enjoyed asuccessful start to the

season, reaching the final of the Trans-Pennine Cup

where they lost top Batley at Mount Pleasant.

Thereafter, as the scramble tor promotion hotted up,

Oldham lost their way abit, culminating in the

sacking of coach, Paddy Kirwan, to be replaced by
his assistant, Mick Coates, the current coach, who

was once the highly successful coach of

Saddleworth Rangers in the National League.

Graeme Shaw is aScottish international brought to
Oldham from Bradford. He father was an inside

forward with Oldham Athletic in the 1960s.

Ian Sinfield is alocal lad with experience at Salford

and in France. His brother, Kevin, is with Leeds

Rhinos.

As it transpired, failure to win promotion was

irrelevant, except in so far as Oldham did not get the

required level of funding from Murdoch’s money as

most of this year’s Northern Ford Premiership clubs,

asituation we at Leigh cam sympathise with after

our own experience last year. Given that Oldham

had no outside funding at all in 1998, the situation

now is that, while some clubs have benefited to the

tune of around £750,000, the Roughyeds have only

received £135,000 over two years, asignificant

contributory factor in their inability to compete on

even terms with the top sides.

Martin Maders is in his second spell with Oldham

having played at Huddersfield and with Waterhead

and Saddleworth. His father was also aRoughyed
star.

Joe Nadiole is also ex Huddersfield and has just

started asecond spell at Oldham after aperiod with

Hunslet. Afine attacking runner at his best.

Emmanuel Peralta, together with injured fullback

Laurent Minut, came to Oldham this season from top
French outfit, Villeneuve.

Coming to Hilton Park on the back of arecord 84-0

defeat by Widnes and heavy losses against Hunslet,

Barrow, Hull KR and Featherstone, Oldham will be

hoping for better luck against the Centurions to

whom they lost 34-12 earlier in the season.

Mark Perrett is ex Halifax Bluesox and aWelsh

international but has not yet shown his best form

following aserious shoulder injury.

Mike Prescott is one of aclutch of players who
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●Servic ing to a l l makes and models

●S a m e d a y c l u t c h c e n t r e

●Special ists in Rover and Kia vehicles

●Finance arranged on site

●Same day de l i ve ry
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A S K A B O U T O U R

I N T E R E S T F R E E C R E D I T
P written details on request
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Afabulous range of quality affordable upholstery from most of Britain’s and Europe's

top manufacturers with over 60 suites in stock in Leather or soft fabrics. Three seater,
two and ahalf seater settees and awide select ion of chairs.

Over 100 quality beds form Britain’s top bed makers,

Sealey, Silent Night, PLC, Leyezee, Millbrook, Dorivse etc.

Wide selection of pine furniture from Budget wardrobes to Luxury bedroom

collections over 20 pine beds to choose from including full range of

Dining furniture from top pine manufacturers.

LOWEST PRICE, HIGHEST QUALITY -GUARANTEED

TEL: 01942 261560

Persimmon, Lord Street, Leigh
Tei : 01942 261562 Fax: 01942 261562

Highfield Trdading Estate, North Street, Choriey (next to B&Q)
Tel : 01257 23310 Fax: 01257 233101
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were also on the books of the defunct Bears.

Brought to Oldham from Golborne by John Prince,

who now works for Swinton, Prescott Is only now

beginning to make his mark.

m Q

on
□

Other ex Bears appear in the backs. Afi Leuila is a

powerful, abrasive centre whose style of play was

better suited to the 1998 team than this year's.

TEAMS finishing in the top five at the end

of the season play-off as follows -there’s

nothing like keeping it simple!

Paul Crook was regarded as aloose forward by the

Bears, but has appeared mainly at stand off with the

Roughyeds. Aversatile director of play like his father,

Terry, now aRadio Leeds commentator, Paul could

be at fullback today. Aidie Mead has seven tries

from the right wing and is an ex Academy player with
the Bears.

WEEK 1(Sept 5th)

G A M E A G A M E B

(Qualifying Play-off)(Elimination Play-off)

On the left wing, Rochdale born Joe McNicholas

has eight tries and is ever present. His centre is likely
to be Emerson Jackman aBARLA tourist and a

former Saddleworth Ranger.

4th Placed Club 2nd Placed Club

V V

5th Placed Club 3rd Placed Club

Halfback positions will be contested by Danny

Webster, Keith Brennan and Daniel Brown, with

the possibility that the latter, an Australian who

appeared with Hull KR last term, will be at loose

forward. Brown is Oldham’s leading scorer with

eleven tries and 38 goals. Brennan, from local

amateur club, Shaw Rhinos and Webster an

Australian recently arrived from Carcassonne are

both relative newcomers who have yet to form an

understanding.

WEEK 2(Sept 12th)

G A M E C G A M E D

(Qualifying Semi)(Elimination Semi)

L o s e r G a m e B 1st Placed Club

v v

W i n n e r G a m e A W i n n e r G a m e B

Key decisions taken at the birth of the new club
included areturn to Oldham's tradit ional colours of

red and white hoops and navy shorts, and the

adoption of the equally traditional nickname of

'Roughyeds'. Shrouded in the mists of time, no-one

is quite certain where the name originated, but the

likeliest explanation is that Oldham was acentre of

hat making with rough, fustian style material the

predominant fabric used as against the smoother

fabrics of the Denton area. Unfortunately the third

key decision, to play at Oldham Athletic’s Boundary

Park, had to be abandoned in favour of using

Rochdale Hornet’s Spotland ground for financial
reasons.

W E E K 3 f S e p t 1 9 t h 1

G A M E E

(Final Eliminator)

L o s e r G a m e D

v

W i n n e r G a m e C

W E E K 4 f S e p t 2 5 t h 1

With Oldham Borough Council committed to building
anew stadium areturn 'home' cannot come too

soon for Oldham’s loyal, though diminishing, band of

supporters.

GRAND FINAL

W i n n e r G a m e D

v

Geoff Cooke
W i n n e r G a m e E
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Leigh Road, Leigh. Tel: (01942) 671065

MANAGER -SPENNY

Every Thursday night on 2Big Screens

we wiii be showing the video

of Sunday’s Leigh Centurions’ matches

Open until 12pm most nights

Snooker, Pool, Football and Cricket teams all meet regularly

sponsored by The Avenue -new players always welcome

^Iff
Installation &Service Specialists
of Commerc ia l G lass &Dishwashers ,

Catering Equipment &Chemical
Dispense Control.

Tel : 01942 203628

Fax: 01942 704698

7WOODLANDS AVENUE,

LEIGH, LANCS. WN7 3HL.
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AFTER ahard fought v ic tory over Barrow

Border Raiders, it enabled the team to edge

closer to Hull KR whose advantage was

reduced to one point after their defeat at

Bramley.

As far as the Leigh club was concerned, we

were very pleased to welcome past players such

as Alf Wilkinson, Mick Stacey, Steve Donlan,

Alan Rowley, Tommy Martyn, Alan Riding, John

Taylor, our secretary Bill Kindon and others.

We were provided with abuffet afterwards andLast weekend's game at Widnes Vikings proved

to be kind, acomedy of errors.

Although plent of commitment was

shown by both sides, neither team was

able to take advantage of sloppy

handling in all parts of the field.

Ĵ atiy'Teigh's f(ew ZealandWcruif, tackled hy
Une; -

Unfortunately for us, the final result

went to the Vikings, mainly due to an

interception try mid-way through the
second half. This means, with Hunslet

Hawks winning at Bramley, we drop a

place in the league to third place.

Before the game the Widnes club had

organised a1970s theme occasion,

where all the trophies won by either

Widnes or Leigh in the 1970s were on display -

the Rugby League Challenge Cup, the John

Player Trophy, the Floodlit Cup, the Lancashire

Cup and the League Cup.

adrink or two loosened the tongue to relate

past experiences during that period. It would

appear, from many comments received, that the

‘get together' had been avery successful

occasion, and we hope the former players

involved will make further appearances and

swell the number in our past players

association.

Several players and officials from both clubs

who took part in that era paraded around the

fie ld to mark the occas ion .

The two photographs of the Leigh and Barrow

teams in the semi-final of the Rugby League

Challenge Cup in 1957, published in the

programme for the Barrow match two weeks

ago, are still providing quite alot of interest.

Although it was coincidental that they should be

reproduced in the programme for the Barrow

game, it was ironic that John “Dinks” Harris, the
Barrow scrum-half at the time, had travelled

from Barrow to be present at the match.

“Dinks”, as he was normally known, had taken

over from Ted Toohey to partner Willie Horne at

half-back. He was avery strong player and

formed aformidable partnership with Willie. Ted

Toohey, as no doubt you will have noticed,

played stand-off for Leigh in the aforesaid game.

Kindon crossing for his first try

for Leigh against Barrow.



When “Dinks” was told of the article, he

hastily obtained aprogramme to add to his

own memorabilia. It was good to see “Dinks

again and he was welcomed to the fold by

several other Leigh past players present at

the game.

and would be pleased it you could contact us

as soon as possible.

Incidentally, regarding the recently advertised
func t ion fo r the memor ia l to Edd ie Trumble a t

the Mick Martyn Suite on 29th September 1999,

we understand that it is acomplete sell-out, but

if anyone is still interested in attending, last

minute cancellations may occur, and could be

obtained by contacting the organising
committee.

As promised in past articles, we can now inform

you of the details of our past players Annual Dinner

in the Mick Martyn Suite on 29th October 1999.

The entertainment will be Brodie Fry and tickets for
the function will be £20 and are now available from

any pasf player or committee member. Today’s visitors are Oldham Roughyeds to
w h o m w e e x t e n d a w a r m w e l c o m e t o t h e t e a m

and supporters. Let’s hope that we can get

back on track with agood win!

We would still be very grateful to anyone who

would be interested in sponsoring our event.

Bill Kindon
AT the Grammar School in Warrington we

played little rugby but Idid some training

under the eye of people associated with the

Warrington club, where the manager was

Emiyn Jenkins. It was not possible to take a

rugby career any further until Ihad finished
exams and l e f t schoo l .

the ‘A’ team in addi t ion to the other

responsibilities. There were some great players

there including Brian Bevan. Brian would keep

away whilst Itrained the others and he and I

would have aseparate session afterwards.

At the request of Derek Hunt who had become

coach at Leigh Icame back to perform asimilar
r o l e . I l e f t a f t e r asho r t wh i l e bu t came back

when Iwas asked by Kevin Ashcroft. Here I

stayed under several managers having taken

over as Caretaker Coach following Kevin’s

departure.

However on leaving school Ihad to do national

service where my corps was dedicated to

Rugby Union. During this time we won the Army

Cup which was probably due to having aside

full of notable players, many of whom were
internationals with Scotland, Wales and

England, including my co-centre Jack Matthews

who captained Wales.

The club at that time was in something of an

upheaval but Iwas pleased to be involved in

the development of such players as John

Woods and Des Drummond who Iput in the

team when he was apure novice in the game.

On leaving the Army Iwas again approached by

the people Ihad trained with and asked to meet

Emiyn Jenkins who had become the manager

of Leigh. Isigned for Leigh through Warrington

and Wigan had shown interest.

My last years at Leigh were with Alex Murphy

and Ipride myself in being involved in the

Championship and Lancashire Cup winning
team.Ihad 10 years at Leigh as aplayer, being

associated with many great players over that
period. On finishing playing because of a
b r o k e n c o l l a r b o n e I w a s a s k e d t o b e c o m e

fitness and sprint trainer at Warrington. Iwas

there for afew years during which Itook over

After Leigh Igot acall from Roy Lester to assist

him at Fulham and subsequently Carlisle and

finishing direct involvement with our game when

asked by Tony Barrow to go to Oldham (I had
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Just alittle question to get the memory ticking. Can you name all of

the players above? We will be printing the names in next week’s

programme, so don’t worry, we will put your mind at rest then.

Bill Kindon

out of touch with attitudes and playing standards

after the years of discipline in League.

trained Tony during my time at Leigh). Here

again we had some success and Iwas pleased

to have trained the young Tommy Martyn (now

at St. Helens), ihad played with his uncle Mick

and trained his dad Tommy.

Nowadays Ienjoy involvement with Past Players

Associations both at Leigh where Iam now and

with many other clubs. Our Association are

eager and dedicated supporters of the present

side and we desperately want success for the
club.

More recently Iwas asked to coach Heaton Moor

Rugby Union where we managed to get

promotion after many lean years but frankly Ifelt

'Vas aBraitiley dbfender Is about to tackle him.
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FOR GREAT

V A L U E A M D

FRIENDLY

STAFF YOU

WON'

CO-OPE

FOOD I

Higher Fold Estate,

Higher Fold

8am-10pm 7Days

Ellesmere Street, Leigh

MONDAY-SATURDAY 8am-8pm

SUNDAY I0am-4pm

co-operative
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I
Rodent Control

Insect Control

Bird Proofing Systems

Suppliers of Electronic Fly Killers and Fly Screens
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DOMESTIC PEST CONTROL

I
Mice

Rats

Ants

Fleas

Wasps

And all crawling insects
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Junior
WELCOME to today’s Junior Centurions page.

This week’s match has something of acarnival

atmosphere surrounding it as it forms part of

the Borough of Leigh Centenary Celebrations.

Widnes game, there were some problems

experienced with the organisation at the Auto Quest

stadium especially regarding coaches. Despite

Widnes being informed that there would be five

'official' supporters coaches going to the game from

Leigh, after the coaches had dropped off they were

moved (we think by the police). However no one was

informed where the coaches had been parked, and
so far as Icould tell there was no announcement

over the stadium public address system regarding
the location of the coaches.

The Oldham game was specifically selected as the

Leigh Centenary match as the Town of Oldham

celebrates its 150th anniversary this summer. There

will be plenty of entertainment around the ground for

the younger supporters today with many attractions

to enjoy. There will also be aJunior rugby match

taking place both before the match and at half time
between an under 11’s team from Oldham and an

under 11 's team from Leigh. The two teams comprise

youngsters selected from the various amateur clubs

in the Oldham and Leigh Districts.

Widnes are desperately trying to prove that they

justify aplace in Super League at the moment,

without having to do it on the pitch. Maybe they

ought to think about getting their organisation right

as they might have to deal with more than one away

supporters coach more often if they do get into

Super League. We can only apologise to any

supporters who experienced difficulties after the

game.

The clubs which comprise the Leigh District are

Westhoughton, Leigh Miners-Rangers, Leigh East
and Golborne Parkside. We would like to wish all of

the Oldham supporters who have made the trip this
afternoon awarm welcome to Hilton Park. The

Oldham club have been going through some hard

times recently in much the same way as we have

endured at Leigh. This year we have turned the
corner and after all of the heartache of the last few

years, the good times are returning to Hilton Park. I

hope this gives heart to the Oldham supporters, as

proof that things can and do change for the better.

I'm sure that it won’t be long before Oldham can put

all of the recent traumas behind them and get back

to the top. The main thing is to keep supporting your

team through the hard times because believe me,

when the good times return it makes it all the more

enjoyable.

We had another Junior Centurions coach trip to the

Widnes game last week. The winners of the picture

quiz on the trip were: 10's and under -Martin

Grainey; 11’s and over Shuttleworth.

Both won aselection of bags of sweets, and a

camera. Don’t forget to vote for your Junior
Centurions Man of the Match towards the end of

today’s game. You can pick up aform at the Tuck

Shop. The winner of the award at Barrow was the

ever popular Tim Street. Well done Tim.

JUNIOR JOKES

Last week's defeat at Widnes was disappointing for

everyone but we mustn’t get too downhearted. The

team played their hearts out and defended

magnificently, they couldn’t have given any more. The

support at Widnes was again fantastic, even in defeat

the Leigh supporters were raising the roof at the end

of the game in saluting the brave Leigh players.

Which insect lives on nothing?
Amoth -because i t eats holes!

What do you call an eighty year old ant?

An antique.

What’s white, fluffy and floats?

Acat-emeringue.There are still plenty of games to go, and both

Hunslet and Hull KR have tricky away games to face

while in theory, we have an easier run in to the end of

the season. It’s not all over yeti With regards the

What did one black cat say to the other?

Nothing -cats can’t speaki
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Jan 31 NORLAND (SCCCSrrfflomrfj

Feb 7YORK WASPS

1131 42-6 Donlan Afkwfighl Hadcroll KPurtill Ingram Palel Dean Street

1546 16 -12 Donlan Arkwriflht Hadcroll Kendrick Ingram

Murray Whittle Cruicbhant Liku Fairclourjli Costello Jenkins Bowker Kendrick

Fairclougb Costello Jenkins Bowker NormanStreet Murray Wbittle Cruicbbarrk LikuKPurtill Patel

14 Barrow ffCCC# Bomb)

21 Dewsbury Rams

1485 33 -16 Donlan Innram KPurtill Kendrick Hadcroll Patel

Donlan ArKwriabt Kendrick Habcrofl Ingram Patel

Murray Street Jenkins Whittle Liku Costello Fairclougb Hiabam Platt Parr CWinnIielJ

Liku Parr Fairclougb Costello Jenkins Hilton CWinntield

Kendrick Liku Fairclougb Lewis Purcill Bowker Jenkins

Liku Kennedy Fairclouab Arkwright Intiram Pucill Lewis

Liku Kennedy Fairclougb Pucill

Faitclounb Pucill

Liku Kennedy Fairclougb Arkwright Pucill Bowker Cruicksbank

1314 16-31 KPurtill Street Murray Whittle

28 WidnesVikinasFSCCCaAflmjmJJ

Mar 7WHITEHAVEN WARRIORS

4054 17 -20 Donlan Burrows HadcroR KPurtill Arkwright Palel

1124 24 -20 Donlan DPurtill KPurtill Kendrick HadcroB Palel

Street Murray Whittle

Street Murray Whillle

14 Rochdale Hornets 1203 40 - 22 Donlan DPurtill Ingram Kendrick Hadcroll KPurtill Dean

1603 16 - 12 Donlan Hadcroll Ingram Kendrick DPurtill SPalel Dean

1261 44 - 26 Donlan Winnlield Ingram Kendrick D, Purlill S Palel Dean

Street Murray Whillle

21 FEATHERSTONEROVERS Street Murray Whillle Kennedy Liku

Street Murray28 Barrow Border Raiders

Apr 2WIONES VIKINGS 2750 22 -23 Donlan Winnlield KPurlill Kendrick Ingram SPalel Dean Street Murray Whillle Kennedy Liku Fairclougb Arkwright Bowker Pucill Norman

2100 26 -16 Donlan Arkwright Ingram KPurtill Wingfield SPalel Dean Street Whittle Kennedy Liku Bowker Cruicksbank Norman Lewis Pucill

Pucill Lewis S Palel11  Lancashire  Lynx

18 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

777 44 - 24 Donlan Hadcroll Criuckshank Arkwright Winglield Bowker Hilton Street

1902 28 - 16 Donlan Hadcrott Ingram Arkwright Wingfield Fairclough Hilton Street

1300 34 - 22 Donlan

Murray Whittle Norman Kennedy Fairclough Liku

Murray Whillle Cruicksbank Liku Kennedy Bowker Norman S Palel Pucill

Cruicksbank Liku Kennedy Pucill Norman25 Swinton Lions Hadcroll Ingram Arkwright Wingfield Fairclough Flillon Street Murray Whillle Bowkes KPurlill

May 9WORKINGTON TOWN 1484 42 - 10 Donlan Winglield Hadcroll Ingram Arkwrighl Fairclough Purlill Streel

1023 16 - 25 Donlan Winglield Hadcroll Ingram Arkwright Fairclough Purlill Street Murray Whittle Parr Cruicksbank Hilton Palel Costello Winglield Jenkins

2419 27 - 20 Donian Wingfieid Hadcroll Ingram Arkwrighl Fairclough Purliil Streel Murray Whillle Cruicksbank Liku Kennedy Parr Burrows Palel Waterworth

1887 12 - 35 Arkwrighl Winglield Hadcroll Ingram Burrows Fairclough Purlill Slreel Murray Whillle Cruicksbank Liku Kennedy Pucill Palel Kendrick Jenkins

Purlill Street Jenkins Whillle Kennedy Cruicksbank Fairclough Murray

679 38 -9Donlan Hadcroll Kendrick Kerr ingram Patel Purliil Slreel Arkyytighl Whillle Kennedy Cruicksbank Fairclough Murray Pucill Liku Bowker

1147 14-12 Donian Hadcroll Kendrick Kerr Arkwrighl Palel Purlili Street Murray Whillle Kennedy Cruicksbank Fairclough Pucill Ingram Bowkei Jenkins

Arkwright Bowker Purlill Street Jenkins Pucill Kendrick Ctuickshank Kennedy Murray Whillle Patel Ingram

Kendrick Cruicksbank KennedyMurray Pucill Burrows Liku

Cruicksbank Liku Kennedy Hilton Norman Parr

16 Bailey Bulldogs

23 HULL KINGSTON ROVERS

30 Hunslel Hawks

Jun6 OONCASTER DRAGONS Kendrick Ingram Patel Bowker

11  Bramley

20 York Wasps

27 DEWSBURY RANIS 2049 24 -10 Donlan Winglield Hadcroll Kerr

Jul 4Whilehayen Warriors 953 16- 22 Donlan Winglield Hadcrott Ingram Arkwrighl Palel Streel Jenkins

11 ROCHDALE HORNETS 1568 34 -20 Donlan Ingram Hadcrott Kendrick Arkwrighl Bowker

2145 24- 18

Anderson Cniickshank Kennedy Halliwell Palel Murray Pucill

Slreel Arkwrighl Whillle Anderson Cruicksbank Kennedy Higham Pucill Palel Norman

Anderson Kendrick Kennedy Cruicksliank Hadcroll Whittle Norman

Higham Cruicksbank Anderson Kendrick Kennedy Norman Halliwell Palel

Slreel Higham Whittle

18 Fealherslone Royers Donlan Winglield Hadcrott Kerr

25 BARROW BORDER RAIDERS 1720 32 -26 Donlan Winglield Ingram Kerr Arkwrighl Bowker Palel Slreel

Kerr Arkwrighl Bowker Purlill Streel

Higham Pucill

Aug 1Widnes Vikings 5230 9-6 Donlan Winglield ingram

8OLDHAM

15 LANCASHIRE LYNX

22 Keighley Cougars

29 SWINTON LIONS



TOP PRICES
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COPPER
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Tel :  0161 790 5105
0161 790 2878 after 6pm 0161 790 6905

PARR BRIDGE WORKS,

MOSLEY COMMON ROAD,

TYDLESLEY



Today's Line-ups
LEIGH CENTURIONS OLDHAM

TGDG SPONSORED BY TGDG

□□1. SDONLAN Leach Brierly Accountants 1. ALEUILA □

2. CHALLIWELL Critchley Consulting Limited 2. AMEAD

3. PWINGFIELD Haworth &Associates □3. EJACKMAN

4. PANDERSON Monks Worid Travel □4. KBRENNAN

5. PKENDRICK Montford Transport Ltd, Leigh 5. JMcNICHOLAS

6. JARKWRIGHT DJB Electrical 6. DWEBSTER □

Grainey Builders7. KPURTILL 7DBROWN

□□8. TSTREET Lambs Pharmacy 8. LCASEY

9. AMURRAY Hargreaves Transport 9. JHOUGH

10. JCLEGG10. DWHITTLE F&M McGuinness

11. HCRUICKSHANK 11. PROUNDMick Lynch

12. JKENNEDY 12. MMADERSMLogan &Sons

13. ISINFIELD13. AFAIRCLOUGH Best Building Supiies

14. KKERR ESB Motorcycies, Boiton 14. PCROOK

15. DINGRAM ESB Motorcycles, Bolton 15. MPERRETT

16. PNORMAN Tony’s Fish &Chips 16. JNAOIOLE

17 MHIGHAM Tony’s Fish &Chips 17. EPERALTA

Referee: M r A B a t e s Touch

Judges:

M r D C L o w e

M r I F a i r w e a t h e r

F o u r t h M r C W a l k e r

Official:


