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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

chairman’s Chatter
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Chairman

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stewart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

Med ia &Marke t i ng Manage r (Mon )
Brian Walker

Ciub Secretary
Louise Wilson

L o t t e r y M a n a g e r
Scott Claber

Head Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Assistant Coach/Aiiiance Coach

Graeme Bradley

Physiotherapists

Alison Boyd (1st Team)
J o h n a t h a n T h o m a s ( A l l i a n c e )

T r a i n e r - C o n d i t i o n e r

Tony Ogden

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper

John Barrett

Ciub Doctor

D r P h i l K e r s h a w

Ciub Dentist

Neil GIbbIson

Statistics

John Blair

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Ciub Honours

A J L a w C u p W i n n e r s 1 9 9 8

Tr a n s P e n n i n e C u p
F i n a l i s t s 1 9 9 8

TONIGHT we entertain

Doncaster, in what has

become agame of vital

importance for the Oidham

club. Our las t five games

have been nothing short of

d i sas t r ous cu lm ina t i ng i n

S u n d a y ’ s e m b a r r a s s i n g

performance and score

line against Widnes. That

was the lowest point since
t h e c l u b w a s r e - f o r m e d

and it gave me immense

displeasure to be at the
h e l m o f t h e c l u b o n s u c h a

humiliating day.
There are now two

ways the players can go.
F i rs t l y t hey can th row in

the towel or secondly (and I’m sure this is the option they

will take) they can regain the pride and commitment they
s h o w e d e a r l i e r i n t h e s e a s o n w h e n w e p r o v e d t h a t w e
w e r e n ’ t o u t c l a s s e d i n t h i s d i v i s i o n . T h e e n d o f t h e s e a s o n

probably can’t come quickly enough for many of you but

there is no way that Iwill raise the white flag and the board,

coaching staff and players should all be looking to win every
game between now and the end of the season.

By the t ime you are read ing these notes some very

important decisions will have been made about the future of

the game. These will involve News Corporation funding for
the next few years, the structure of the division, and

probably most important of all for you the fans, when the
season will start and finish.

Ihave been heavily involved with the production of the

strategy document which wi l l have been presented to the

clubs by Neii Tunicliffe and Ifeel that if clubs accept that we

are now at awatershed in the game then we have achance

to make afuture - let ’s hope so.

F ina l l y, p lease ge t beh ind the team ton igh t . We a re

starting afive game season and Iwant to give you

something to shout about.

Thank you for your support.

Chr is topher Hami l ton

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y

lEFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.

Country Oven (m/c) Ltd.
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Weig ley Street , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads
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O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
CLUBS in the Northern Ford Premiership, which met this afternoon for what was expected to be aliveiy

and provocative debate on key issues affecting next season, are bracing themseives for tough times
ahead.

Many changes are already taking place in the boardrooms of several clubs -and finance, or a

lack of it, is the key issue.

The casualties include some of the biggest names in the game, notably two Hull KR
directors in Colin Hutton and Phil Lowe.

In total , five directors of the Craven Park club have been ousted by the
administrators, but it will be the loss of Hutton and Lowe, two men who have

devoted years of service and hard work to the Robins, which will be felt most

by those of us who have been in and around Rugby League for the past 30 to

40 years.

Idon’t know Phil Lowe as well as Iknow Colin Hutton, asincere and true

gentleman of Rugby League who, quite by chance, helped to shape the destiny

of professional rugby league in Oldham in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

As Hull’s full-back in the 1957 championship final at Odsal he missed an

all-important penalty which gave Oldham anarrow one-point win -and the

championship trophy.

Seven years later he was coach of Hull KR when the red, red Robins went

bob, bob bobbing along to Wembley courtesy of that controversial cup semi¬

final replay at Station Road when the tie was abandoned for bad light with
Oldham ahead in the first period of extra time.

Colin and Irecalled that crucial turning point in Oldham’s history only
afew weeks ago when the Rovers were here at Spotland.

L i t t l e d id we know then tha t t h i s e lde r s ta tesman w i th a l i f e t ime ’s

experience and know-how would soon be lost to the game.

To many of us Colin Hutton WAS Hull KR in much the same way that we

probably find it hard to imagine atrip to Widnes without bumping into Frank

Myler or big Jim Mills.

They were still there, as large as life, when the Roughyeds took something

of ahammering at the Autoquest Stadium last Sunday -two great servants of

club and game who have seen the good times and the bad times and who,

somehow, continue to represent the very foundations of the club to which

they have devoted much of their l ives.

To the new, younger breed of club administrators, whose business,

academic and professional skills are essential at aperiod of the game’s

evolution when the balance sheet is perhaps more important than the tackle

bag, the old-timers are worth their weight in gold as sounding boards on rugby
matters.

Anyway, that brings me back to where Icame in -balance sheets.

York Wasps may be the subject of atakeover bid by aformer chairman o1

Halifax, Ron Dobson, and Keighley Cougars are looking for anew chairman after

the resignation of Howard Carter.

It's all to do with money. Well, not quite all. Listen I
what Dobson has to say about his proposed bid for ;

fork.

"I would run atight financial ship and Iwould W

have my accountants look through everything first. 1^
would want to be hands-on and Iwould want Maurice ^

Bamford involved, not as acoach, but as afootball-J

type manager. His experience and knowledge would jl

be Invaluable.” . |
Maurice Bamford ...another Colin Hutton, “

nother Frank Myler, another Jim Mills. Food for

jght, yes?

The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

o



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Unit El Brookside Business Park

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 5 5 4 0 4 3
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

^5-

‘i
o

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

W E ’ R E A L L S E T . . .

-to provide afirst class building

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 3PY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 Fax; 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )

O



LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH Ff CHIP

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

For prompt &personal attention
TO

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL WILLOW STREET ■

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00-5.30

Trade Welcome
0161 633 0074

DRONSFIELDS

DELPH new road, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

O



M I C K C O A T E S

Game On ●●●

W E L C O M E t o D o n c a s t e r .

Well what can be said to make anybody
invo lved wi th the c lub, whether a fan in an

official capacity or aspectator, to make them

feel alittle bit better! The answer is abig fat
■NOTHING'.

There is no hiding place, and whatever

fans might think or feel, it’s ten fold for

myself and Graeme. It just doesn’t taste
nice.

V-

H o w d i f f e r e n t d i d t h e t e a m l o o k

without our regular props? The physical

presence at Widnes was non-existent.

We need players who can play at the

level that the top half of our division offers

week after week, or even fringe Super
League players.

A n o t h e r a r e a t h a t s o m e f a n s a r e

blaming is myself! Ihear what some

minorit ies say, that Ihave coached only
a m a t e u r s i d e s . B u t t h e fi v e s e a s o n s I

had charge of Saddleworth were very
successfu l , and what was achieved

is unlikely ever to be matched. But

there Ihad the main ingredients to

make agood side. Ihad agood

size squad of good players. We
also had ahome where we could

train anytime and play there
w e e k a f t e r w e e k . H e r e t h e s i z e

of the squad has been tested

to the extreme, and then asked

to do it all again the following

match regardless, sometimes

alittle unfairly. And because of
that commitment they have my

respect, Ionly wish more could
be done.

Anyway, those who turn up

try to give the team alift. They
n e e d y o u r s u p p o r t m o r e n o w

than at any time this season.

Enjoy the game.
Mick

COHObG XA/dcDGDctDWa
limiUdP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

T e l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
“ S U C C E S S I S H O W H I G H Y O U B O U N C E

WHEN YOU HIT BOTTOM

Patton

L a s t w e e k ’ s h e a d l i n e i n t h e A d v e r t i s e r -

‘Oldham hit rock bottom’ -was, in view of the

84-0 defeat at Widnes, somewhat

p r e m a t u r e . L e t u s h o p e t h a t i f i t w e r e

repeated this week it would be true. Because

once you hit bottom, the only way is up. We

always knew 1999 was going to be adifficult
season, but Iimagine no-one could have

predicted just how difficult back in February.
I n r e c e n t w e e k s O l d h a m f a n s h a v e h a d t o

absorb aheavy dose o f rea l i sm and i t has

b e e n b r o u g h t h o m e t o u s h o w h a r s h a n d

unforgiving the world of professional sport
can be. With due respect to our opponents,

it is to be hoped that the games against

Doncaster and Lancashire Lynx can provide
the ton ic we a i l need in the shape of four

much needed points. Certainly agood result

or two before the season’s end would put

everyone in abetter frame of mind and might
enable some optimism to be rekindled during

the close season. It would then be up to the
R . F . L . i n i t s d e c i s i o n s a b o u t a l l o c a t i o n o f

finance, length and timing of season, and

fixture format to generate some interest for
2000. And, of course, it would help if there

were some positive news from either Oldham

Borough Council or Oldham Athletic (or both)
about areturn of the Rugby League Club to

the town. We might then, as Patton did,
begin to bounce back.

t o O l d h a m a t W i d n e s l a s t w e e k .

C o n s e q u e n t l y w e h a v e s e e n a r e t u r n t o

massive scores and one-s ided games. Time
f o r a n o t h e r r e - t h i n k ?

General George

❖❖

AS an aside to the Ellery Flanley affair. Back

in the days of the Roughyed Fanzine before

the birth of the Bears, we asked Ellery for an

i n t e r v i e w. Ve r y o p t i m i s t i c i n v i e w o f h i s

known antagonism to media exposure!
F loweve r, sho r t l y be fo re h i s depa r t u re f o r

Australia Ellery took the time and trouble to

te lephone h is regre ts a t no t be ing ab le to

ass is t us . Jus t goes to show tha t E l l e ry ’s

attention to detail does extend to everyone.

the official

h^ll. syppLlef

to the

huahy Leaawfe

TFIE R.F.L. got one change right not so long
ago! Namely, that having scored, the scoring

side kicked off. The change back to the team
which has conceded points re-starting play

means aside can spend an awfully long time

without possession, which is what happened the authority...

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

RFF\JLjLj
Founded !9!4

\ jamily finance \family finance

'8^



.L if youPre not

satisfied with your

bank  ̂ conrert

T4

S

Lansdowne Tradinc

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank
of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB

Registered in Seotland

4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
No. 90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Seton ^choin
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesHealthcare PIt

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

o



Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
We may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

D.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will

do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 S t J o h n ’ s S t r e e t L e e s O l d h a m

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S Ttiomas
Cook

—

RICHARD

.MOTOR GROUP

ELLEN5
«EDELLE«fACCIDENTS

ASSISTANCE

UPHOLSTERY. LTD

The Royal Bank
of Scotland



JUNIOR

Roughyeds
H I T O A L L T H E J U N I O R R O U G H Y E D S

W e w i s h t o s e n d o u t a w a r m O l d h a m

R u g b y L e a g u e w e l c o m e t o D o n c a s t e r

Dragons, to their players, supporters and
J u n i o r M e m b e r s .

Thanks to all the Junior Roughyeds who

came to the Ju ly meet ing . Many thanks to

the players, Leo Casey, Emerson Jackman,

Emmanuel Peralta and Joe McNicholas; they

were great sports and joined in all the fun

and games.

We will not be having aJunior Roughyeds

meeting in August but we are holding an end

of season disco. We have got agreat D.J.
booked for the evening who plays loads of

party games for the children and adults to

Join in.

The date is the 17th September at the

Pennine Lounge (more details later). It’s

going to be agreat night.
Debra Rafferty

The Mascot for

t o d a y ’ s m a t c h i s

Cal lum Casey. Cal lum
h a s w o r k e d h a r d a l l

The referee gave

me a£1 in the tunnel

before the players

came out.r.. s e a s o n a s o n e o f o u r

ballboys. His favourite

p l a y e r i s , y e s ! , y o u

guessed, (h is dad)

Leo Casey,

Have agreat time

Ienjoyed running

on the pitch with Leo

Casey because he i s

my favourite player.

When Igot into
the centre Ihad to

t o s s t h e c o i n a n d

h a v e m y p h o t o g r a p h
taken.

Callum.

Ca l l um Casey

Chr i s topher Ta rken te r

The Mascot for the home game against

Dewsbury was Christopher Tarkenter.

Christopher had this to say about being

the mascot.

I rea l ly en joyed my day and would look

forward to doing it again.

Debra Rafferty

My Day as aMascot for Oldham

by Chr is topher Tarkenter.

IWAS mascot against Dewsbury.

Igot anew shirt f rom the shop and
s o m e r e d a n d w h i t e s o c k s f r o m D e t r a .

When we got to Spotland lots of people

kept telling me how smart Ilooked but Iwas

v e r y n e r v o u s .

R a c i s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e

COMMUNITY AND RACISM HAS ND PART TO PLAY IN OUR SPORT.

R a c i s t l a n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

S U C H c o n d u c t w i l l f a c e t h e s e v e r e s t p e n a l t i e s a v i i u b l e .

W e m u s t a l l t a c k l e r a c i s m a n d e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y

LEAGUE IS AGAME FOR ALL .

Tota l F i tness

Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

[UJ



The Frank Pitchford
BARELY

stone, just five
f o o t f o u r t h e

fi f t e e n y e a r o l d
w a s a t r a i n e e

miner at Leigh's
Bickershaw

colliery,

exactly
m o t h e r s d r e a m

b u t t h i s w a s F r a n k

P i t c h f o r d s l o t ! I n

was now taking shape and in turn the speedy
scrum half was drawing attention from journalists

and League hierarchy alike. That season Oldham
won the Lancashire League (the club’s first trophy
for over 20 years) were runners up to Barrow in the
Lancashire Cup and reached the League

Championship Final at Maine Road narrowly losing
7-3 to Warrington. Pitchford scorer of Oldhams only
try that day was proclaimed by Warr ington’s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c r u m h a l f G e r r y F l e l m e t o b e “ t h e

mos t p rom is i ng , f as tes t and i n t e l i i gen t s c rum ha l f
in the world".

T h e t e a m f o r t h e 1 9 5 4 / 5 C h a m p i o n s h i p fi n a l

was : - S t i r rup , Bar row, Crackne l l , Dav ies , O ’Grady,

Daiey, Pitchford, Ogden, Keith, Jackson,
Winsiade, Littie, Goidswain.

W h e n F l e l m e m a d e t h o s e c o m m e n t s h e c o u l d

not have foreseen that the game he had played
against France the previous Autumn was to be h is

last at International level being replaced against

the 1955 touring Kiwis by Jeff Stevenson. The
Leeds scrum half held the position until the 1958
t o u r o f A u s t r a l i a .

S t e v e n s o n w a s s e l e c t e d f o r t h e 1 9 5 8 t o u r b u t

withdrew, Pitchford added in his place. The touring
squad now included just two scrum halves both yet
to make thei r in ternat ional debut , Alex Murphy and

Frank Pitchford. Murphy as expected got the nod
for the first Test on Sydney Cricket Ground with the

Lions ( inc lud ing Oldham’s A lan Dav ies) fi rm

ten

Not

every

1950 that was

l i f e . I t w a s i n

industrial and pit

towns like Leigh,
Oldham

Wigan.

and

Whilst he had

captained

school rugby side the skinny scrum half had taken
many abuffeting and understandably when leaving
school turned h is a t tent ion to soccer. For aseason

and half he played inside r ight for the local
technical college, talented enough to attract the
attention of pro side scouts.

Afootballing brain combined with aturn of

speed you had to see to bel ieve, aj ink and
sidestep that was the envy of every other half
back, Pitchfords love of rugby soon had the better
of him. Flaving put on afew pounds he was back in
his favourite scrum half spot with amateur outfit St
Joseph’s of Leigh.

Within the next 6months offers to turn pro
came in f rom bo th Sw in ton and Sa l fo rd . Se lec ted

for Leigh towns amateur side to play Leigh ‘A’
Frank’s potential was spotted by Oldham scout
Jack O’Neil pipping both the Manchester sides for
Frank’s signature.

Pitchford arrived at Watersheddings at the
beginning of the 1952-53 season and by
Christmas was making his debut in the senior side
at Liverpool forming ahalf back pairing with the
mercurial Frank Stirrup. The team that day was:-
Ratchford, Platt, Mitchell, Davies, Emmitt, Stirrup
Pitchford, Anthony, Keith, Day, Winsiade,
Toml inson, Goidswain.

The two half back spots were contested for by
Pitchford, Stirrup and Frank Daley and it was
season 1954-5 before Frank could c la im the scrum

ha l f spo t t o be h i s own . The famous 1950 ’s s ide

F r a n k P i t c h f o r d
the

No time to change! Frank off to training straight from

the pit -collected by Bernard Ganley.

PACKAGING LIMITED
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S



Story B y B R I A N W A L K E R

favourites but took a25-8 mauling. Nineteen year
old Murphy also took ahammering from Aussie
s c r u m h a l f H o l m a n .

There had been early disagreements on the

tour between players and officials that came to a
head a f te r t he fi rs t Tes t de fea t . The second Tes t

was at Brisbane and not just Oldham fans but the

League fraternity now expected Pitchford to get his
chance. The selectors probably influenced by fellow

St. Helens players Alan Prescott (tour captain),
Vince Karalius and Abe Terry included Murphy and
t o t h e f u r t h e r d i s m a y o f O l d h a m s u p p o r t e r s
e x c l u d e d A l a n D a v i e s . T h e L i o n s w o n 2 5 - 1 9 ,

Murphy had ablinder and was acert for the third

and deciding Test back at Sydney Cricket Ground.
Indeed Murphy kept his place but the softener

was that Davies was recalled. Murphy again had a

stunning match with Alan Davies scoring the try
that turned the game. Australia 17, Britain 40. Alex
Murphy had secured first shot at the scrum half
berth for years to come.

Pitchford scores against York backed by Alan Davies.

Note the straw on the pitch and also stored down the
touchline.

Pr io r t o t he 1958 t ou r t he O ldham s ide had

won th ree consecu t i ve Lancash i re Cup fina l s w i t h

Frank Pitchford playing akey roll in all three. They

beat St. Helens at Wigan in 1956, Wigan at
Swinton in 1957 and St . He lens in 1958 th is t ime

at Swinton.

Undoubtab ly P i tchfords most memorable
moment (coupled with being amoment of sheer
relief) was hearing the final whistle of the famous

15-14 Championship Final defeat of Hull before
almost 70,000 spectators at Odsal in 1957.

The side had just won the Championship for
the first time in almost 50 years. For seventy
seven minutes Pi tchford had played abl inder

providing winger John Etty with pinpoint passes for
both his tries. However, with just three minutes

remaining and Oldham winning by just 4points
Frank put out along pass interceptered by Hull's
winger Cowan who scored just wide of the posts.
H u l l ’ s C o l i n H u t t o n m i s s e d t h e c o n v e r s i o n a n d

Oldham scraped home 15-14. P i tchford had turned

away unable to watch the conversion attempt until
t h a t i s h e h e a r d t h e b o o m i n g v o i c e o f l o o s e

forward Derek Turner “you only needed to die with

the baii you bioody idiot -you WILL watch the
bloody kick! and i f Iget losing pay YOU wil l
bloody well make it up!"

The team tha t day : - Gan ley, Crackne l l ,
Davies, Ayres, Etty, Daley, Pitchford, Jackson,

Keith, Vines, Little, Winslade, Turner.

The 1958 Lions:

Back: Huddart, Terry, Carlton, P. Jackson, Karalius,

Fraser, Davies, K, Jackson, Sullivan, Challinor.

Middle: Ackerley, Moses, Murphy, Mitchell, McTigue.

Front: Martyn, Pitchford, Prescott, Bolton, Ashton.

(Photograph courtesy of Robert Gate’s "Ashes II")

Murphy being injured, Pitchford made his
international debut on the second leg of the tour

being selected for the First Test at Auckland
against New Zealand. Britain lost 15-10, Murphy
returning for the second and final Test with the
British winning to square the series! Fate had
played its hand and Murphy as far as international
recognition was concerned, was now in the driving
seat.

Franks only other full international came in

1962 losing to France 23-13 in Perpignan! (continued on page 14)

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000 illiia



The Frank Pitchford Story (cont..)

would have been hard to argue. What Ido know is

that because we d idn’ t and because the team only

domina ted the Eng l i sh l eague scene fo r a
comparatively short period of time the side, whilst
the most enter ta in ing Ihave ever seen, can not be

compared with the true greats Huddersfield around
the time of the first world war, Wigan of the
1990’S

Vli

r
On the other hand whilst Frank Pitchford may

have been eclipsed on the international front and,

I, having had the advantage of talking over the
years to many of his comtempories, including Alex
Murphy, am convinced that he just had the edge
over Murphy at club level. Agood scrum half has
got to play behind agood pack and both Murphy

and Pi tchford d id. Frank though a lways seemed to
have ‘the Indian

■sign’ over Murphy,
Bmuch as did for
ainstance, Oldham

Iwingman John Etty
Bover St. Helen’s
■ Tom

1Vollenhoven.
mFrank

HPitchford didn’t
Ileave the club
Puntil 1962 having
ihad at least one

ymore serious shot
aat the Challenge

1Cup (captaining
■* the side against
1Hull in the 1960

semi defeat). He

Jfollowed his great
i| pal Alan Davies to

both

playing at the Twin
To w e r s i n W i g a n s

d e f e a t b y S t .
Helens. Frank

p l a y e d o n l y 2 8

g a m e s f o r t h e
C e n t r a l P a r k o u t fi t

and retired.

F r a n k P i t c h f o r d p l a y e d 3 0 5 g a m e s f o r

O l d h a m s c o r i n g 1 0 5 t r i e s ! H e d i e d f r o m a h e a r t

a t t a c k i n 1 9 8 9 . H i s w i f e , M a r y, s t i l l l i v e s i n t h e

L e i g h a r e a a n d d o t e s o n t h e i r s i x g r a n d c h i l d r e n

(all football supporters!).

1

P i t c h f o r d a n d T u r n e r d i s c u s s t a c t i c s w i t h e x W e i s h

International Bryn Day!

T h e r e h a d b e e n m a n y s a l a d d a y s a t
Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s b e t w e e n 1 9 5 4 a n d 1 9 5 9 s o t h e
e v e n t s o f O c t o b e r 1 9 5 9 m u s t h a v e b e e n a l l t h e

more earth shattering. They certainly shook the
club and for that matter, the world of Rugby
League, to its foundations.

I t started with the news that c lub official Jack

Lewthwaite had resigned because of certain
p a y m e n t s a n d p r o m i s e s m a d e t o p l a y e r s . C l o s e

behind came the resignation of high profile Oldham
club and Rugby League Chairman Frank Ridgeway,
A f t e r t h a t t h e d r a m a b u r s t o n t o t h e n a t i o n a l s c e n e

when ten O ldham o ffic ia l s were expe l led f rom the

sport by the Rugby League!

T h e y s t o o d a c c u s e d o f m a k i n g i l l e g a l
paymen ts t o p l aye rs bu t mo re was t o come . One

player (Frank Pi tchford) was suspended unt i l ‘ loans

from the club’ were repaid and others were given
s t r i c t d e a d l i n e s t o p a y b a c k m o n i e s l o a n e d t o
them. The issue went to court and the Oldham

officials cleared of breaking the laws of the game,
subsequent ly re instated but the loans ceased!

Some, more knowledgeable of the times and
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a n I , p i n p o i n t t h i s e v e n t a s t h e

beginning of the clubs decline. It seems more than
c o i n c i d e n ta l t h a t w h e n t h e l o a n s ‘ d r i e d u p ’ s o m e

p l a y e r s c h o s e t o l e a v e . I t h i t P i t c h f o r d q u i t e

differently, most scrum halves are extrovert in
character and would have brushed off any cr i t ic ism

and suspicion. Pitchford could not. Just the

opposite, aquiet and unassuming man, it hurt but

he stayed with the club.

B y s o m e , t h e O l d h a m s i d e o f t h e m i d / l a t e
5 0 ’ s w a s d e e m e d a t t h e t i m e t o b e t h e b e s t i n t h e

world. Idon’t know. The fact that the club never

graced the Wembley turf to me says something.
Perhaps i t lacked just a l i t t le b i t of steel . Ido th ink

if we had managed to win the Challenge Cup it

'W*
Van

*"

fa
[S

I

Ms* IWigan
mfA T

a

Atyp ica l P i tch fo rd b reak on the

New Zealand leg of the 1958
Tour

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F CTe l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

f

Cabaret

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis {j their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Btttlsli

[Pariiaub

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Pirqie
Su)tii|oni

Cabaret

Bar
MediUrranean

J FULLY AIRCONDITION

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

●S 79 54 60

Royal
Garden

HABLEOniNS
●●

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
?WA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEo

[15]
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DON YATES

Down Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a d o n c a s t e r m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

T H E R O U G H Y E D S ’ a i m t o

complete arare league

d o u b l e t h i s e v e n i n g
w h e n b o t t o m c l u b

Doncaster visit Spotland.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r t h e

Dons , be ing bo t tom o f
t h e t a b l e i s n o t a n

u n f a m i l i a r p o s i t i o n .

Since being formed in

1 9 5 1 , D o n c a s t e r h a v e
ended aseason at the

b o t t o m o f t h e t a b l e 1 3

times, including five
c o n s e c u t i v e s e a s o n s b e t w e e n 1 9 5 6 a n d 1 9 6 1 .

In fairness to Doncaster, during their 48 year

e x i s t e n c e . S u p e r L e a g u e g i a n t s B r a d f o r d
N o r t h e r n a n d H a l i f a x h a v e a l s o e n d e d a s e a s o n

McCurrie, Lee Hansen, Aiden Halliwell, Paul

Myler and David Hulme.

Substitutes: Tony Thorniley and Scott Walker.

Workmen and inmates f rom the nearby

Lindholme Prison had been working frantically

ail week on the stands and terracing at the

Tattersfield ground in order to get the stadium

passed by ground safety officials in t ime for

kick-off. They just succeeded, for their efforts

were on ly approved an hour before k ick-o ff

when queues had begun to form outside the

ground. The attendance for that Widnes match

was 3 ,221 , modes t by some s tandards bu t

exceptional at Doncaster around that time.
T h e l o c a l s i n t h e c r o w d w e r e t r e a t e d t o

another rarity as the Dons completely outplayed

opponents who had been amongst the game’s

paceset ters dur ing the previous decade. An

early try from Dave Evans set Doncaster on

course for amemorable victory. They led 13-2
at half-time and went on to win 21-6 with

further tr ies from Jamie Bloem (2) and Alex
G r e e n w h o a l s o l a n d e d t w o c o n v e r s i o n s a n d a

dropped goal. Widnes could only reply with a

Tyrer penalty and atry from Darren Wright.

That victory took Doncaster to the top of

t h e t a b l e , a t r e m e n d o u s a c h i e v e m e n t e v e n

though the Dons only held that lofty position for

48 hours. Victories by Castleford, Wigan, Leeds
a n d B r a d f o r d N o r t h e r n l a t e r t h a t w e e k e n d

relegated Doncaster to fifth position and gave

the top of the table amore familiar look. Seven

days later Tattersfield housed its biggest ever

c r o w d w h e n 6 , 4 4 0 c r a m m e d i n f o r t h e v i s i t o f

L e e d s . D o n c a s t e r l o s t t h a t m a t c h a n d , i n f a c t ,

won only three more matches throughout the
rest of the season.

T h e D o n s fi n i s h e d b o t t o m o f D i v i s i o n O n e

and were duly relegated. Since then things have

gone from bad to worse with Doncaster’s very
existence in doubt on acouple of occasions.

But, like Oldham, they have pulled through and

long may they continue to fly the rugby league

flag in South Yorkshire.

in bottom spot. Oldham have never finished

b o t t o m , a l t h o u g h i n 1 9 7 0 o n l y s c o r i n g

d i f f e r e n c e k e p t t h e m a b o v e b o t t o m c l u b

Blackpool Borough after both finished with 12

points.

Doncaster’s history, however, has not been

all doom and gloom. Indeed, during 1994 they

enjoyed ashort spel l at the very top of the

Champ ionsh ip tab le . The Dons had ga ined

promotion to the top division with alast gasp

win at Batley in Apri l 1994 and four months

later they opened their First Division campaign

with an equally sensational victory. A29-20 win

o v e r S t . H e l e n s a t K n o w s l e y R o a d . T h e

following Friday, Doncaster entertained Widnes

in the Sky TV match. The line-up for that game
w a s a s f o l l o w s :

Doncaster: Jamie Bioem; Mark Roache, Martin

R o w s e , D a v e E v a n s , M a x To m l i n s o n ; A l e x

Green, Brendan Carlyle; Glyn Lingard, Sonny

Whakarau, Vila Matautia, Tony Miller, Audley

Pennant and Rocky Turner.

Substitutes: Ian Fletcher and Wayne Jackson.

Widnes: Christian Tyrer; Jason Green, Karle

Hammond, Darren Wright, Adrian Hadley; David

Ruane, Chris Kelly; Andy Ireland, Steve

m a n u f a c t n r e d h y d r a u l i c e q u i p m e n t f o r t h e
w e r a n d A l a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

I N E E R I N G T H E E U T U R E
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 82 18 FAX: 0161 6264945
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship
Mike Prescott

Hayneswood

Engineering Sales Ltd.
S t J o h n s M i l l

St John Street, Lees
0161 620 5337

HCraig Barker

MBla rneys H igh C lass
*Baker &Confectioners

fv " 73 Lees Road, Oldham

John Hough

Nancy &Gerald

Fitzgerald
I>

ti
Josh Bostock Emerson Jackman Brian Quinian

David Macauley
Chartered Surveyer

‘Watersheddings’, Long

House Lane, Poulten le Fylde

01253 883833

Ann &Anita

Bateson

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

07970 728501

m m-
Daniei Brown Afi Leu i i a

Levers Fish &Chip
Restaurant

O l d h a m M a r k e t H a l l

0161 633 0074

Paui Round
/

Pennine Fencing &

Landscaping
01706 659703

A l e x L o r d

Graeme Shaw

Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

Britannia Mill, Willow

Street, Oldham
0161 627 4237

Leo Casey M i c k M a r t i n d a i e

G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

Oldham

0161 624 4301

David &Michael

Gough

Joe McNichoias

Howard Houghton
Flooring Contractors Ltd.
579 Huddersfield Road

Waterhead

0161 627 2142

Jason Ciegg Nathan Variey

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

*1
/

Alpha Photography
Milnrow

01706 642446

mVm-' I

Adrian Mead

North Ainley &Co.
Solicitors

34 Clegg Street,
Oldham

0161 624 5614

Gary Couiter Richard Darkes

Chaddy Pratts Roughyed Times
ORLFC Fanzine

Paui Crook

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Laurent Minut

Kwikprint Ltd.

Union Street,
Oldham

0161 626 7666

M i c k F a r r e i i

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Emmanuei Peraita

S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
Oldham

0161 624 5962

M i c k C o a t e s

D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
01457 871717

/* L

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Target F in ish ing
S e r v i c e s L t d .

Bleasby Street, Oldham
0161 626 7436

M a r k P e r r e t t

Venda Valet Service

Neville Street Ind. Est.

Chadderton

0161 633 3793

Graeme Bradiey
i

/

Stuart Cummings/
McVites Penguin

■ Sf
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TONIGHT

ONCASTER
TONY MILLER

L o n g s e r v i n g . S e c o n d r o w. F o r m e r l y w i t h
Featherstone Rovers

GUY ADAMS

Livewire Flooker formerly with Huddersfield.

GAVIN MORGAN

Prop Doncaster Toll Bar amateur now running

hard at Doncaster Dragons.

DARREN SUMMERILL

Second Row. Alocal lad formerly with Keighley
Cougars.

BILLY CONWAY

F o r m e r W a k e fi e l d T r i n i t y f a v o u r i t e . Ve r y
experienced player. Always gives 100%.

COLIN CARTER

BARLA International from Hull. Very good hands -
one to watch for.

G R A H A M S O T H E R N W O O D

L o o s e f o r w a r d . F o r m e r C a s t l e f o r d , F e a t h e r s t o n e ,

Hunslet and Keighley forward.

GARETH PRATT

Prop. Hardworking, former Dewsbury player.

L E E M A H E R

Fullback. Exciting fullback with pace who picked

up the Dragons' Man of the Match against
O l d h a m S t A n n e s .

RICHARD HEWITT

In his second spell with the club. Had some time

playing RU in South Africa. Centre or second row.

JIMMY WALKER

Pacey half back. Also at home in the centre.IAN WATSON

Awinger with pace who is exciting to watch in full
flight. KIEREN ALLEN

F o r m e r W a k e fi e l d a n d H u n s l e t h a l f b a c k . C l u b

Captain. Has alot of experience.A L F I E G O U L B O U R N E

Ex-Oldham Winger. The Dragons’ leading tryscorer
t h i s s e a s o n . J A M I E B A R T L E

Signed from Sheffield RU. Also played for Orrell.

St John Ellis’ first signing.

IAN ST JOHN ELLIS

Coach . Former ly w i th York , Cas t le fo rd and

Huns le t . Has awea l th o f exper ience a t the
highest levels.

PAUL LISTER

Prop. Signed from Eastmoor ARFC Wakefield.

ARRON CAMPBELL

Winger on loan from Hunslet.

DARYL DEROSE

Second row. Astrong running second rower

formerly playing for Huddersfield.

CRAIG MOORE

Centre. An acquisiton from York Wasps who runs
a n d t a c k l e s h a r d .

JOHN OKUL

Centre. Powerful Papua New Guinian centre
formerly with Hull K.R.

JOHN BRUCE

Ahard working prop forward who has returned to

the Dragons after spel ls with Dewsbury and
Batley.

DAVID MYCOE

S t a n d O f f . F o r m e r S h e f fi e l d a n d H u n s l e t S t a r .

Good kicker. Good hands.



T H E I N C O R R I G I B L E

Iva Slateloose
IM//\S recently able to interview the well

respected ex-player, now top coach, Celery

Fanley: this is what he had to say:-

O n C l u b D i r e c t o r s -

Most d i rectors are men of the h ighest

i n t e g r i t y . T h e y a r e u p r i g h t , h o n e s t ,

c o u r t e o u s a n d p o l i t e . C o n t r a r y t o p o p u i a r

o p i n i o n m o s t o f t h e m h a v e a t s o m e t i m e

organised booze-ups in bre\A/eries, and very

successfuiiy, too. aDirector can always be

reiied upon to return ateiephone cail. A

Director is except ionai ly knowiedgeabie
about Rugby League footbali and those v\/ho

piay it and would never, of course, sanction

the signing of an Austraiian second-row
f o r w a r d w h o w a s a s m u c h u s e a s a f a r t i n a

s p a c e s u i t . A s t u t e D i r e c t o r s w o u i d a i w a y s

see the vaiue of raiding an aiiing ciub for its
best players, as for example acertain loose-

f o r w a r d w i t h H a i i f a x B l u e s o x . L e t ’ s f a c e i t

some of my best friends are ciub Directors.

Unfortunateiy most of them are at Wigan.

O n D i r e c t o r s o f F o o t b a l l -

Some of my best friends in Rugby League

are Directors of Footbail. Unfortunately none
o f t h e m a r e a t S t . H e l e n s .

On Media and Marketing Men -

Some of my best friends in Rugby League

are Marketing Men. Unfortunately none of
t h e m a r e a t S t . H e l e n s .

On the Press, Radio and TV -

Ijust love giving interviews to the seekers

after truth whose Journalistic talent would

never allow them to betray atrust, nor twist
o n e ’ s w o r d s f o r t h e s a k e o f a s e n s a t i o n a l

story. They could never, for example, invent

amischievous story that Iwanted to offload

Keiran Cunningham and Tommy Martyn.
Some of my best friends are media men and

I l o v e t h e m a l l .

O n R e f e r e e s -

Merry whistle-blowers are the salt of the

e a r t h , t o t a l l y i n f a l l i b l e , t r u s t w o r t h y a n d

unbiased. Some of my best friends are
referees. Unfortunately, none of them ever
c o n t r o l s a S t . H e l e n s

fixture. f t

SO THERE YOU ̂
HAVE IT and if you U
believe any of the L
above you’d better

w a t c h o u t f o r l a r g e

p o r c i n e d r o p p i n g s f r o m

the sky. Get yourself a

big umbrella!

6
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T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !

A r e Yo u I n t h e R o u g h y e d s ’ G r e a t W e e k l y L o t t e r y ?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The pr ize s tar ts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0161 628 3677 AND ASK FOR SCOTT

a yy

^Get
ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMISSION

V W H I L E Y O U p l a y ! >

All ^
T h i s f o r o n l y

V£1 AWEEK y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
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IMICHAEL TURNER
r-'M

MFirst Time-Last Time4
ryr.

o n F e b r u a r y 1 5 t h 1 9 9 5 . O l d h a m

approached this game with much caution

due to the fac t that exact ly one year

ear l i e r they had su f fe red ahumi l ia t ing

20 -0defeat in the Challenge Cup on the

same ground.

The match proved to be another

tough fixture but the Roughyeds

e v e n t u a l l y p r e v a i l e d 2 2 - 1 4 , t h a n k s

mainly to the superb goal kicking of New

Z e a l a n d e r W i l s o n M a r s h w h o s e s e v e n

goals paved the way for the Oldham

success. The try scorers were Mike Kuiti

and Wally Gibson.

Oldham Team: WGibson; DJones,

MKuiti, DAbram, ABelle; WMarsh,

SGartland; 1Sherratt, DStephenson,

JTemu, PDavidson, JFaimalo, IGreen.

Subs: GLord, PNorman

TODAY we welcome to Spotland the

players, officials and supporters of the
D o n c a s t e r c l u b .

The ‘Dons’ were admitted to the

Rugby League for the 1951/52 season.

Flowever, it would be twelve years before

t h e y p l a y e d t h e i r fi r s t g a m e a g a i n s t

Oldham. That second division match was

p layed a t Watershedd ings on October

12th 1963. The Roughyeds, who would

go on to finish the season as champions,

were in a r i ch ve in o f good fo rm and

e m e r g e d f r o m t h e g a m e w i t h a n

impressive victory by forty five points to

th i r teen. Sk ipper, Frank Dyson k icked

nine goals to supplement the nine tries

from Mike Elliott (2), Peter Smethurst (2),

Brian Lord, Trevor Simms, Jack Pycroft,

Len McIntyre and Geoff Robinson.

T h e a t t e n d a n c e w a s 5 , 6 2 1

Oldham Team: FDyson; MElliott,

BLord, PSmethurst, TSimms;

VNestor, JPycroft; CBott,

LMcIntyre, KWilson, GRobinson,

HMajor, DParker.

The return match three weeks

l a t e r a t Ta t t e r s fi e l d w a s a m u c h H

more keenly contested encounter

with Doncaster giving table topping

Oldham afright before going down

by twelve points to six.

P r i o r t o t h i s s e a s o n t h e l a s t

m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s w a s

afirst division match at Tattersfield 1980.

■?s

Clive Hunter scores his first try for Oldham in the game

against Doncaster, at Watersheddings, on March 30th

I t i s h o p e d t o c o n t i n u e t h i s f e a t u r e i n t h e p r o g r a m m e s h o w i n g p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e ‘ R o u g h y e d s o f Ye s t e r y e a r ’ .

I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n W a l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aqualip assured, professional

review cfyour commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House.Schofield Street. Oldham.OL8 1QL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

G o o d i v f n

G o o d i v i ' n

B.'^eS'.TyO l d h a m C h a m b e r



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!

Hyneswood

Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

NEEDS

T
Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
workmates in the Yankee?

Fax:

H e l p U s - H e l p Y o u r s e l v e s0161-627 4367

If you are interested

phone Scott on

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds
0161 -628 -3677

or

Write to him at the Club Offices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform We've Cured
Headaches fo r
THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,

F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a j o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest guality

right here in
Oldham.

❖

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

IPLATT&HILL,
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ■Visa ●Mastercard ■Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ■Amex Tel. 0161 621 4400 -Fax: 0161 621 4408



Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

PumpsA
R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N 6 - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I Q D M O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

HAND RAIL -N.D.F PROFILES

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Tel . 0161 678 6111 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

As approved distributor for

many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, tve
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivalled technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

m
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel :  0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161633 2250

ML



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u g b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

TWO YEARS ago ,

Wednesday

30th July, clubs

outside the Super

League

engaged In the
Divisional

Prenniership.

S e v e r a l p l a y e r s w i t h O l d h a m c o n n e c t i o n s

were Involved in those matches. Andy

Proctor, ex Saddleworth Rangers and later to
become aRoughyed before moving on to

Bramley, was in the Wakefie ld Tr in i ty pack

which laid the foundations for a31-22 victory
o v e r F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s . A t l o o s e - f o r w a r d

for Trinity was Sonny Whakarau, amember of

the Doncaster team during their First Division

d a y s , w h i l s t f o r m e r S t . A n n e s p r o p S t e v e

Mol loy appeared fo r Rovers in tha t match .

Back-row forward Mike Kuiti, once of

O ldham, was in the second- row fo r Ba t ley

who lost 18-14 at home to Dewsbury whi lst

the former Oldham ut i l i ty back Jamie Bloem

landed six goals for Widnes as they defeated
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s 5 0 - 1 0 . A t s c r u m - h a l f f o r

Hornets that evening was Richard Pachniuk,

the ex-Oldham hooker who caused so many

problems for the Roughyeds in the last home

match when he was playing for Hunslet. One

of the Rochdale substitutes against Widnes
was Brian Quinlan, now on Oldham’s books

although currently staying away from the

club. That match, incidentally, was switched
f r o m W i d n e s t o R u n c o r n b e c a u s e o f

recons t ruc t i on work a t Naugh ton Park and

the attendance was adisappointing 893.
Four years previously, on Friday 30th July

1 9 9 3 , t h e G r e a t B r i t a i n u n d e r 1 8 s m e t

A u s t r a l i a i n t h e fi n a l m a t c h o f t h e i r t o u r

‘ d o w n u n d e r ’ . T h e A u s s i e s w o n 1 5 - 8 w i t h t h e

B r i t i s h p o i n t s c o m i n g f r o m a c o u p l e o f

Cumbrians, both of whom have since turned

professional . Centre David Seeds, Kel ls but

now at Whitehaven, grabbed the British try.

with Jonathan Roper, Hensingham but now at

Warrington, adding acouple of goals. The

p i c k o f t h e B r i t i s h t e a m , h o w e v e r , w a s

hooker Jon Clarke, then of East Leeds but

later of Oldham before moving on to Hunslet

and then his current club, Batley.

I t w a s o n t h i s d a y i n 1 9 1 0 , S a t u r d a y

30th July, that Great Britain registered a

remarkable victory over New Zealand in the

only meeting between these countries during
t h a t fi r s t e v e r B r i t i s h L i o n s t o u r o f

Aus t ra l as i a . The ma tch was s taged a t t he

Domain Cricket Ground, Auckland and the

Kiwis led 15-10 at half time. After the break,

however. Great Britain staged an amazing

recovery and went on to win 52-20 with the

speedy Oldham back- row forward Ber t

‘Slosher’ Avery crossing for three of the
twelve British tries.

Four years later the Lions were back in

N e w Z e a l a n d w h e r e t h e y w o n a i l s i x

matches. On Thursday 30th Ju ly 1914 they

beat Wanganui 57-12 with Oldham full-back
Alf Woods landing nine goals.

The British Lions registered another high

scoring victory over Kiwi opposit ion in 1958.

Tha t day, Wednesday 30 th Ju l y, t hey bea t

Wellington 62-20 and, in so doing, crossed
f o r 1 6 t r i e s . T h r e e o f t h o s e t o u c h d o w n s w e r e

cred i ted to w inger Ike Southward who a lso

landed seven goals for atotal of 23 points.

Wellington were also involved in a

n o t a b l e m a t c h e x a c t l y 2 1 y e a r s l a t e r , o n

Sunday 30th July 1989. That day Well ington

e n t e r t a i n e d C a n t e r b u r y i n a P r o v i n c i a l

Championship match. Canterbury led 16-4 at

half-time but Wellington fought back during
an ext raord inary second ha l f to w in 22-18.

Lead ing the recovery were M ike Ku i t i (ex -

Oldham), who scored atry, and Sonny

Whakarau (ex -Doncas te r ) , two p laye rs who

g r e a t l y i m p r e s s e d d u r i n g s u c c e s s f u l

campaigns playing here in Britain.

on

were

Wherever you see this sign you oon be ossureci
of on efficient and professional approach

t o any p roper ty ma t te r

7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER (S?
DUTTON

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 VALUERS iND SURVEYORS

3E



ROUCHYEDS

'fl Alliance Div One
I
n

O F F - F I E L D e v e n t s o v e r s h a d o w e d t h o s e o n t h e

field of play in both these fixtures. At Flunslet

it was abreakdown by one type of coach and

at Leigh by the other type. The mechanical

kind may turn out to be the easier of the two

to fix.

Il* JAlliance
-First

Division

^Fixtures Although newcomers Danny Webster and

M a r t i n M a d e r s s h o w e d u p w e l l a t S o u t h

Leeds Stadium together with Mick Farrell, the

conceding of eleven tries told its own story.

As with the first team, things just go from bad

t o w o r s e . S c o r e r s : T r i e s b y K e n n y a n d

Maders. Farrell two goals.

At Flilton Park the red carding of Graeme

Bradley made bigger headlines than the

performance on the field. The Australian’s

reluctance to accept the referee’s Judgement

w a s c e r t a i n l y a t a l k i n g p o i n t a n d w i l l

undoubtedly put him in trouble at Red Flail.

On the field the highlight was the return

to Oldham colours of big prop Danny Guest

w h o s e p e r f o r m a n c e w a s g o o d e n o u g h t o

catapult him into the senior side at Widnes.

Early on Oldham were overwhelmed by the

C e n t u r i o n s , b u t h i t b a c k i n t h e l a s t t e n

m i n u t e s t o g i v e t h e s c o r e l i n e s o m e

respectabi l i ty. Tr ies by Duckett , Guest,

Fitzpatr ick and Farrel l . Goals by Farrel l and

Davies.

Coach Graeme Bradley

F-A

6-40

26-14

29-29

4-39

M a r 1 6 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s H

2 5 L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s H
3 1 H u n s l e t H a w k s H

April 8Featherstone R. A

1 4 D e w s b u r y R a m s H
24 West Cumbria A

2 8 S w i n t o n L i o n s A

M a y 5 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s H

13 Dewsbury Rams A
1 9 S w i n t o n L i o n s H

29 Barrow B. R.

J u n e 1 0 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

12 West Cumbria H

19 Ba t l ey Bu l l dogs A
23 Featherstone R. H

J u l y 1 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s A
10 Barrow B. R. H

1 4 H u n s l e t H a w k s A

21 Leigh Centurions A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd

Aug 14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd
1 8 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd

Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final

25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

P

24-10

36-24

8-22

4-25

28-39

24-42

16-44

A

P

18-36

10-34

32-24

16-26

12-64

20-40

JUST IN! -JUST IN! -JUST IN!

A N e w R a n g e O f P o l o s h i r t s + T S h i r t s

A v a i l a b l e F r o m T h e C l u b S h o p

A l l S i z e s , S u p e r C o l o u r s

S o P a y U s AV i s i t

64, Union Street, Oldham

F o r D e t a i l s T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999

[gj



AcmPomr focused service to Pfe wmPer il1dusPr̂ f
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n & M a i n t e n a n c e

Pre installation Surveys

I n s t a l l a t i o n o f A u t o m a t i c M e t e r

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
’ N e w E a r t h H o u s e " 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d , O l d h a m . O L l S PA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s

Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0161 678 6354 Fox :0161 628 5197

e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

Q V'e
a m e m b e r o f t h e

INTEX ISO 9002 MTIOWU.

UtR&XTATKM

OfCERDFlUTIOt

Delivery Management
and Support Services

REGlSTfRCOOlHPANy

A t l a n t i c G r o u p P l c
BSENIS09002 Certificate No. 9662

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business
& O L D H A M R . L . F . C .

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems

contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard

Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge

F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s

0161 -366 6535

0161 -339 6140

0161 -624 2550

0161 -681 5600
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SLUMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANYBODY

COULD HAVE.

mm
Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleej)
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Player Sponsorship
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Back Row (I to r): Gary Coulter, Nathan Varley, Jim Rogers, Adam Browne, Gary Keegan, Craig Barker,
Paul Round, Chris Coop, Adam Baker, Robert Ward, Mick Farrell, Daniel Wood

Front Row: Jason Brassington, Rhys Winston, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Michael Coates, Craig Milner

Jim Rogers -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Browne -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Gary Keegan -sponsored by
Saddleworth Heating Limited

Stamford Road, Oldham
Tel 0161 665 3454

Chris Coop -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Baker -sponsored by

Harry Long (0/M) Ltd

Lower Victoria Street, Chadderton
Tel : 0161 626 9175

Jason Brassington -sponsored by
Gaskell &Co. Estate Agents

148 Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 6201427

Rhys Winston -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

David Lewis ■sponsored by
P l a t t & H i l l F o a m & F i b r e F i l l i n g s

Belgrave Mill, Fitton Hill Road, Oldham

Tel : 0161 621 4400

Michaei Coates -sponsored by

T h e S u p p o r t e r s C l u b

Warren Druggitt -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Henry Broomhaii -sponsored by

T h e S u p p o r t e r s C l u b

Craig Milner -sponsored by
M i c k H a r r o p

Domino Engineering

Andrew Livesey ■sponsored by
National Westminster Bank plc, N. E. Manchester Business Centre,

10 Yorkshire St, Oldham. Contact Robert Dolan Area Sales Business Advisor

Tel: 0385 371395 Promoting Small Businesses in Oldham

NB: Some Players featured in the above team group are already sponsored in the group on p. 19.

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season

[29]
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Match by Match Analysis 1999
tt ■S’ ©S’10

L!JII
JANUARY

1RochdaleH. (Law C] L10-46 2879 Mead

17 Widnes

24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

1 ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764 Minut36

7 Bailey Bulldogs LO-30 1018 Minut

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd W18-10 1620 Minut 2G

28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd L2-18 1438 Minut

MARCH

12 BARROW B.R. W24-20 1123 Minut 2G

17 HuIlK. R.

21 Hunslet Hawks

28 WIDNES VIKINGS L16-33

APRIL

2 Doncaster Dragons W27-12 878

5 LEIGH CENTURIONS L2D-26 2163

11 Bramley

25 YORK

Clegg T Shaw Coulter

Coulter

Boslock

LeuilaT

Prescott

Barker

Prescott

Fitzpatrick

A.N.Olher T

Farrell G

Farrell

Quinlan

Leuila

Leuila

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Barker

Barker

Farrell

Casey

Round

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Varley Martindale

Quinlan 1G Martindale

Q u i n l a n G C o u l t e r T

L6-12 2500

L12-34 1000

Mead IT

A.N.Other

Crook Clegg Shaw

Mead C r o o k G Clegg Shaw Fitzpatrick

Mead 2T Leuila Bostock

Bostock

Bostock

Boslock

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook

Crook

Jackman

Jackman

Brown IT

Brown

Brown 1T1G

Brown 1G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg IT Shaw Coulter J a c k m a n

Quinlan Jackman

Perrett M a r t i n d a l e

Shaw

Round

Coulter

Coulter

Coulter

Prescott IT

Perrett

Quinlan

Quinlan

Perrett

Peralta

Peralta

Crook

Mead Leuila

Leuila

Clegg Shaw Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Mead IT Clegg 1T Shaw

Mead Leuila
Clegg

Peralta Perrett

Mead Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Boslock 2T McNicholas J a c k m a n

Bostock IT McNicholas C r o o k

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

Jackman 1T McNicholas 2T Wood 3G

Casey Clegg Shaw Perrett M a r t i n d a l e

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Peralta Martindale

Coulter

Coulter

Jackman

Farrell

Prescott

Peralta

Prescott

Prescott

Quinlan 2G

Perrett

Perrett

Perrett

Peralta

Prescott

Brown 2T

Brown 1G

Brown

Brown

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Casey Clegg ShawMinut

Minut

Minut

Mead

ShawL2-44 1533 Mead Casey Clegg Peralta

Mead Casey Clegg Shaw Quinlan

Minut

Minut

Minut 3G

Minut

Mead IT

Mead 2T

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Farrell McNicholas IT Wood 1T3G1DG Brown 1T

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s W o o d 4 G

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s I T C r o o k

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg

Clegg

Clegg

Clegg

Shaw Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Martindale

Martindale

Martindale IT

Martindale

Varley

Varley

Barker

Crooke

Lewis

Quinlan

Varley

Barker

Crook Peralta

Peralta

Peralta

Peralta

Brown Shaw Crook

Round

Round

Brown ShawL18-24 500

114-43 1125

Mead

F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s W o o d I G Brown IT Casey Varley

MAY

1 S I L K C U T C C F i n a l

3Rochdale Hornets

9Keighley Cougars

23 Swinton Lions

30 WHITEHAVEN W.

Varley

Varley

SInfield

Peralta

Quinlan IT

Barket

L18-29 1568

L28-32 1842

L24-31 1478

L24-32 775

Minut

Minut

Minut

Minut

Mead Wood Farrell McNicholas

Farrell IT McNicholas 2T

Farrell M c N i c h o l a s

Jackman McNicholas

C r o o k 5 G

Crook

Crook

Crook

Brown

Brown IT, 3G

Brown IT, 4G

Brown 4G

Hough

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Peralta Prescott Martindale IT Quinlan

Sinfield

Sinfield

Sinfield IT

Round

Jackman

Prescott

Mead Wood 1G

Jackman

Farrell

Casey Clegg Round

Round IT

Round IT

Quinlan

Varley

Varley IT

Coates

Coates

Fitzpatrick

Mead Casey Clegg IT

Clegg IT

Shaw

Shaw PrescottMead Casey

JUNE

Leuila IT

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Sinfield

Farrell McNicholas Crook 2T

Farrell McNicholas Crook IT

Darkes IT McNicholas C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas IT C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas C r o o k

ClBjg Barker

Hough IT

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Peralta Round

Round

Round

Round 1T

Round

Varley

Varley

Varley

Peralta

Peralta

Shaw IT Coates

Daikes

Farrell

Coates 1G

Perrett

Darkes

Barker

Hough

Jackman IT

Jackman IT

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman6Workington Town W22-17 1148 Minut IT

9 F E A T H E R S T O N E L 1 8 - 2 5 9 0 1 M i n u t

W26-18 3023 MinutIT

Farrell

Mead

Brown 3G

Brown 5G

Brown 1T1G

Brown

Clegg Shaw Peralta

Peralta

Sinfield

Prescott

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

13 ROCHDALE

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS D20-20 1013

27 Fea lhers tone Rovers L6-61 1437 Far re l l lT IG

Clegg Shaw Barker

Barker

Barker

Mead Clegg Shaw IT

Clegg ShawMead

JULY

L22-44 1190

7 D E W B U R Y R A M S L I Z - 2 8 8 5 9

LI 6-55 843

18 HUNSLET HAWKS 112-56 896

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS H7.45

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 UNCASKIRE LYNX

29 York

4HULLK. R. Darkes

D a r k e s B r a s s i n g t o n L e u i l a I T

Mead Brassington Leuila

Mead Brassington IT Leuila IT

Leuila

Cowan Mead Farrell IT M c N i c h o l a s

Mead McNicho las

D a r k e s M c N i c h o l a s I T

Darites McNicholas

Jackman M c N i c h o l a s

Crook

Coates

Borwn 3G
Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Prescott

Hough1T

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clew
Round Shaw IT Jackman Brennan IT

Brown 1T2G F r a s e r

Jackman IT F r a s e r

Brown 2G B r o o k

Brown P e r r e t t

Barker

Round

Sinfield

Jackman

Guest

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Maders

Sinfield

Shaw Peralta

Peralta

Nadiole

Brennan

Brown 1T2G

Brennan

Brennan

Clegg Jackman

Round

Round

Round

11 Barrow B.R. Coates Clegg Shaw

Webster

Webster

Shaw

Crook Mead Peralta MadersLO-84 3136

A

H7.45

H

A
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.

The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
l oca t ion and exce l len t communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk
web-site www.oldham.gov.uk ., ,,

O L D H A M o n a O
Metropolitan Borough O



●J ■■  rii-7:T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

1Paul CROOK

2Adie MEADE

3 A fi L E U I E A

4Emerson JACKMAN

5Joe McNICHOLAS

6Danny WEBSTER
7Keith BRENNAN

8Mike PRESCOTT

9John HOUGH
10 Emmanuel PERALTA

11 Paul ROUND

12 Graeme SHAW

13 Daniel BROWN

14 MarkPERRETT

15 Danny GUEST

Associate

Match

Royal &Sun
Alliance

Man of the

Match

Henkel Industrial

Adhes ives L td
16 Joe NAIDOLE
17 Ian SINEIELD

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s

Coach: Ian St. John Ellis
1Lee MAHER

2Aaron CAMPBELL

3James MOSLEY
4Richard HEWITT

5John OKUL
6Kieran ALLEN

7David MYCOE

8John BRUCE

9Billy CONWAY
10 Paul LISTER

11 Darryl DEROSE

12 Guy ADAMS
13 Graham SOUTHERNWOOD

1 4 C h r i s W AT S O N

15 Dean ANDREWS

Today’s Referee

Mr Julian King

J

Touch Judges

M r S t e v e To r d o f f

Mr Steve Ellaby 16 Chris PARR

17 Gavin MORGAN

A F T E R T H E N A T C H V I S I T N R W R I 6 L E Y S


