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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chairman’s Chatter

THE last few days have
been extremely difficult for
a variety of reasons. The
harsh realities of life in
professional sport have
been seen at the club.
Nobody is, or ever has
been, under any illusions
about the size of the job
we took on when we
started the new club.

What is needed right
now is some of the oid
bulldog spirit. Britain was
made Great as a result of
it and Brits are respected
around the world for it. At
times like this when it is
far easier to criticise than
to stick to your guns, those of us leading the club need to
be strong. Make no mistake about it | have the desire,
honesty and commitment to see this job through. Myself
and the board always knew that the early years would be
the hardest and if we weren't prepared to go through the
“pain barrier” then there would have been no club in 1997.
This is a fact and people shouldn’t forget it.

Don't misunderstand the situation — none of us are
happy to see the side struggling, but achieving success on
and off the field is not an overnight matter; we are all
learning all the time. We are also realistic enough to know
that spectators will not follow a losing side and you can rest
assured that we are trying to do all we can to turn things
around.

Hunslet are today's visitors and despite losing at Hull
KR last week, they have proved to be a very consistent side
this season. We lost heavily to them early in the season
and, hopefully, that can provide the motivation for the lads
to win today. If we do, it certainly won't be easy but now is
a good a time as any to get back an the winning trail,

Good luck to Danny Webster who should be making his
debut today.

Please give your vacal support to the team.

Christopher Hamilton
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THE Roughyeds have seven games left in which to pick up points in their push to ciimb a few places up the
MNorthem Ford Premiership table.

Four of those matches are at Spotland - against Hunslet today, Doncaster on Friday July 30th (7.45).
Bramley on Friday, August 23rd (T.45) and Lancashire Lynx on Sunday August 22nd (3.00pm).

These are the games which will largely determing whether the Roughyeds will rise significantly in the
league |ladder or continue to languish in the bottom three. y

The three away games are at Widnes, Leigh and York - this on the last day of the league season
and not many teams this year have come away from these venues with points in the bag, certainly not
from Widnes and Leigh.

Despite their surprise home defeat by inform Featherstone last Sunday - Peter Roe seems
o have made a big difference there - the Vikings are one of the form teams of the -
Premiership and are now starting to pull in the sort of crowds that will give real 8 ﬁ
support to their push for Super League status, a -

Last Sunday, they pulled in 3 885 - a most encouraging attendance for all at the
Autoguest Stadium and one which will make a lot of Oldham fans wonder what sort of
backing the Roughyeds would get if they were similarly placed In a new stadium and 5
with a real base to offer for elevation to the bigtima. 4

Leigh, undoubtedly the surprise packets of the season, have enjoyed a wonderful =
season under new Aussie boss lan Millward and come up with a success story that's
will give heart and encouragement 1o all those teams, Oldham included, which have
found it tough this year.

Leigh don’t forget, were the division’s also-ran last season and looked at one
stage as though they would never win a match again. :

Both these teams will be going hell for leather to cement their places in the top
five play-off by the time the Roughyeds take themn on in their own back yard.

And that brings us to today's game against Hunslet, currently places third n
the division with 15 wins from 21 games and, like Hull K, R, and Dewsbury, w hom
the Reughyeds played last week during a hectic spell of three games in egight
days, determingd not to slip up in the quest for play-off spots.

Mobody can write off anybody - we saw that with the Roughyeds battling 8
& draw at Hull K. R. and their shock win at Workington without Leo Casey and
John Hough - but it is fair to say that Mick Coates's men will have the most
realistic chance of picking up points from the forthcoming home games again:
Doncaster, Bramley and Lynx.

Six points from those matches would send everyone home for the winter in &
much happier frame of mind after a difficult period in which the club has been denied
the services of key men, either through injury or the sort of intemal problem which has
a habit of afflicting all clubs from time to time.

Qverall, | think it is fair 1o say that most teams would view the Roughyeds'
season asa disappointment - just as big a disappointment to chairman Chris
Hamilton, his fellow directors and the coaching staff, as to the the club's
supporters.

But perhaps we should not lose sighl of the fact that, despite being less than
two years old and despite having only a fraction of the Murdoch money enjoyed by
most of the other teams in the Premiership, the Roughyeds are only two points o8
behind Rochdale Hornets and within striking distance of Swinton given a good run to
the end of the season.

The season will certainly go down as a learning experience for the new club and
if those lessons can be put to good use who knows what might happen next year when Y
the playing field - at least in financial terms - will be more level than this time... just ask
Leigh. |

ghO'n(i' more point. Under Bosman, we are going to find that seasons are far mo
clearly defined than they ever were traditionally. There are goil .
to be big charges of playing staff at all clubs on an annual? .
basis as most players opt for short term, one year deals.
The days of ten year testimonials have gone. You
can gamble that all clubs will be rebuilding on a yearl
* basis and it naturally follows that we can stand by fo
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Coach Travel
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Cheuderton

huge Tluctuations in fortunes. from one season 1o the
next.

It says more for coach Millward's work behind the
scenes thal Leigh have gone from bottom to near-lop
without too much change in the playing register, but fml'n ﬁ
here on | daresay all clubs will be in the same boat as
hundreds of players come out of contract.

It will be like Euston Station - “all change”, | was told

by one Premigrship Chairman only the other day. | think he's
right, too. Watch this space.
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MICK COATES

Game On...

e Editor

WELCOME to all from Hunslet!

Well after a busy last week, when we
again played three games, and
disappointingly came away without a result, it
now looks like we can be safe in saying that
the remainder will be played at a rate of one
a week, which under the sweltering heat
we have been enjoying will be music to the -
players” ears. !

By the time the match comes round Sy
we may have a new player on board in '*
Danny Webster, who is travelling over as | T
write. We may also see the return of |
Martin Maders. My big disappointment \
with Martin is that | thought last year he
could have been a real big plaver in this
division. We'll just have to see how it
turns out now!

Well, the results have been
getting more disappointing as
start to finish this season, and tk
fans have been voting with thei
feet to show their disappointment
and those who have stayed hav
been airing their views wh
rightly or wrongly. But we
see the season through
which point there will be an
overall assessment carried
out. k

With the club then h
played in two seasol
hopefully being a bit wie
all their troubles,
financial hand outs bei
(not before time}, they

competitive club.
Enjoy the game.

AS the business end of the season approaches
it's time to see how the Northern Ford Premiership
is beginning 1o shape up. At the outset of the
season Hull K. R. were most people's favourites to
top the League and so far the Robins have fully
justified everyone's expectations, With the Craven
Park Board keen to replace their neighbours and
rivals, Hull Sharks, In Super League it remains to
be seen whether they can survive the play-offs,
something they were unabile to achieve last term.

My own personal favourites for honours at the
start of the season were Featherstone Rovers.
After a poor start to the campaign the Rovers,
under new coach Peter Roa, are putting together a
late run as they did last year. Last week’s victory
over Widnes at the Autoquest Stadium takes them
to within a point of the Vikings in sixth place.
Definitely the form team, Featherstone could just
edge out one of their rivals for a top five spot.

Current evidence suggests it's six teams for
five places. As | forecast at the start of the season
Dewsbury Rams and today's visitors, Hunslet
Hawks, are two of the others in the running for the
play-offs. On current form Dewsbury are the team
with the jitters. Three out of four defeats in June
and last week's draw at Keighley have done them
no favours, Hunslet, meanwhile, will be keen to
bounce back from last week's narrow defeat at
Hull K.R.

The sixth team in the frame are Leigh
Centurions. Last time Leigh competed on an
unequal share of NewsCorp funding, but this year
shrewd coach lan Millward has shown what can be
done with a level playing field. | have a soft spot
for Leigh since the days of John Woods and Des
Drummeond when they played such glorious football
and took out the Championship. Their lofty
pasition has been well eamed.

Of the other sides Keighley Cougars are the
biggest disappointment and their below par
performances have brought on a financial crisis.
York Wasps and Batley Bulldogs have done well on
their elevation from last year's Second Division,
though you might not think so on the evidence of
their attendances. Barrow have also had an
excellent season and, as | said back in February,
this is largely due to their home form, as Oldham
discovered last week.

Bramley and Workington have performed
much as expected and will be building for the
future. Whitehaven saw a lot of changes from

1998 and Kevin Tamati has done well to keep
them competitive. As | forecast Tamati's former
club, Lancashire Lynx, together with Doncaster
Dragons, have propped up the table for much of
the season. Each totters on the edge of crisis and
it is to be hoped they can pull through.

Finally the ‘local’ triumvirate of Swinton,
Rochdale and Oldham occupy places 14,15 and
16 in the league. All three are bitterly disappointed
with their season, although each has had to
contend with herrendous Injury problems which
have stifled progress. However, after the outgoings
at Grigg Lane | did say at the start of the season
that Swinton would suffer. And, despite the
enthusiasm of their local journalists, it was
obvious that Homets did not have a top five side.
And Oldham? Well, we all see things through rose-
coloured glasses! Bags of effart: not enough
class,
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JUNIOR

Roughyeds

HI TO ALL THE JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS
| would like to welcome Hunslet Hawks to
Spotland for today's match.

We hope the Hawks® Juniors, Supporters
and Officials enjoy their visit.

At the Junior Roughyeds' meeting held
on the 12th July we selected the mascots for
the remaining seven matches of the 1999
SEason.

| hope you all enjoy your day as Mascot.

The Mascot selected for the Dewsbury
Rams game was Christopher Tarkenter.
Christopher has waited a long time to be
mascot and he was very nervous on the
evening. It made his night when he had his
photo taken with Leo Casey.

The Mascot for the day at Boundary Park
was James Hutchinson.

James had this to say about his big day.

My Day as a Mascot

for Oldham
by James Hutchinson
When | got to

Boundary Park | was
excited because |
could see loads of
Oldham fans getting
their faces painted
and talking about the
James Hulchinsan match.

When Debbie called me in to be the
mascot | was even more excited.

After | was the mascot | was Ball Boy
and at half time | went on the pitch with the
Oldham Town Team.

| was proud because it was the hundred
and fiftieth anniversary of Oldham Borough.

At the end | saw the fireworks up on
Oldham Edge, then | went home.

My favourite player is Jason Clegg
because he always gives it his best and
plays hard in every game.

Ralferty

' GUEST WRITER |

TAN WILSON, RUGBY

SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

ON behalf of the Supporters Club
Committee we would like to invite you the
supporters to an open meeting with a
difference.

On WEDNESDAY 215T JULY we are
holding an open meeting at Dr Syntax pub
starting at 8.00pm. On the evening we
shall be having a guest speaker, buffet,
coffee and not forgetting the bar where the
first drink will be free.

We hope that everyone will be able to
attend, meet the committee and voice your
opinions.

But most of all enjoy yourselves at the
friendly event.

David

Racism In RuGBY
RucBy LEAGUE IS A GAME TO BE ENIOYED BY THE WHOLE
COMMUNITY AND RACISM HAS NO PART TO PLAY IN OUR SPORT,
RACIST LANGLAGE OR BEHAVIDUR WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN
THIs CLUB AND ANY MEMBER OR SPECTATOR ENGAGING IN
SUCH EONDUGT WILL FAGE THE SEVEREST PENALTIES AVIILABLE,
We MUST ALL TACKLE RACISM AND ENSURE THAT RUGBY

LEAGUE IS A GAME FOR ALL.

i H O E
|labourer is
| worthy of his
hire”. It's a
fairly well
known
statement,
though its
meaning is
not entirely
clear. But
. |there is an
awful lot of
talk around
at the moment to suggest that it is
certainly not true in professional
rughy league; that the players are
taking too much out of the game;
and that this is the reason for the
dire financial position of most clubs.
Graeme Bradley, in his excellent
and provocative column “The
Penguin Brief" (Total Rugby League,
Friday July 9th), has now joined the
same bandwagon. “Too many
ordinary players are getting paid too
much, which in turn allows the good
players to ask for even more”, he
concluded. “After watching every
team in the Northern Ford
Premiership, | can't see how anyone
can justify either paying or receiving
more than £15,000." It is
interesting, too, that in the same

fan Wiison

column, Graeme had done some
sums to estimate that Salford's
players had earned not far short of
£25,000 each on average so far this
season, on a conservative basis,
with 13 games still to play.

What, though, determines what
people earn? One thing is certain. It
is not some consensus view of what
they “deserve” | think everyone
agrees that nurses “deserve” more
than they get. And | saw an advert
for postmen last week, offering four
pounds something an hour, less
than half the current national
average pay rate; is that what is
“deserved”? And do top soccer
players “deserve” £50,000 per
week, or the Spice Girls what they
earn, or fat cat bosses their multi-
million share options and platinum
coated golden handshakes?

No, people don't get what they
“deserve”, they get what the market
pays. Most employers pay the
minimum they have to, to employ the
people they want to employ; and
workers earn the most they can to
do a job they are able to, and want
to, do. These two forces then meet
somewhere in the middle. And this
principle applies in rugby league, just
as it does in every other walk of life.

Graeme is right, of course, when

Total Fitness
Cromrorp STReeT, OLoHam TeL 0161 633 5653
Wish every success in 1899 to the Roughyeds

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS




LEAGUE EXPRESS

IN TOWN TODAY. .. .....

HUNSLET

he says that most NFP clubs -
presumably including us (!) - can't
afford to pay players more than
£15,000, certainly out of gate
receipts. And his article
demonstrates clearly that Salford
similarly can't afford to pay what
they are currently paying. Recent
experience at Halifax, Keighley and
Doncaster - and no doubt many other
less publicised places too also
support his case. But | don't think
that it is quite so simple as that.

P AT

Graeme Bradley “The Penguin Brief” {Total Rugby
League, Friday July 9th)

For example, what about Bradford
and Leeds? Their gate receipts are
huge, comparatively. And they
generate significant extra income
from rugby related commercial
activities. The result is presumably
that their players earn very healthy
wages - and good luck to them, | say.

Then let's take Wakefield last
season. On gate receipts,
presumably pay would have been
low. But they won the league, and
the Grand Final, and gained
admission to Super League,
eventually generating hugely
increased revenue; so presumably
pay has risen significantly.

The lesson is obvious, isn't it?
Players are entitled, like the rest of
us, to earn as much as they can,
and are certainly not responsible for
the financial ills of the game. These
are purely down, where they exist, to
irresponsible, not to say stupid,
management. Sensible club
management - and | am sure, after
our experiences with Oldham Bears,
that we all desperately hope that this
describes ours - would offer pay and
contracts which are tied, now and in
the future, to income generated by
the club. The player can then decide
whether he is prepared to play for
that income/contract. If he decides
it is not worth his putting his skills,
and his body, on the line for, he will
choose to do something else, or try
his luck somewhere else - at some
other club, if there is one prepared
to offer him more, or overseas, or in
some other sport (1) or wherever. In
the end, Economics rule, 0.k.?

lan Wilson Rugby LeagueExpress

Butch Fatnowna 24, Utility Back

Exceptional utility back with tremendous attacking flair, A
product of the Brisbane Bronce's youth set up. He has
also played for Penrith Panlhers and Workington in the
Super League before joining Hunslet via the Londan
Broncos.

Richard Barker 24, Winger

Richard is the reigning player of the season as voted for
by the supporter's club following another excellent seasen
in 1888 culminating in becoming top try scorer. He gains
many of his fans by his willingness to work in both attack
and defence.

Rob D'Arey 28, Centrg

Prolific try scorer whose size and strength mean he is a
constant threat to the oppenents line.

Shaun Irwin 20, Centre

Great Britain tourist who gave sterling service to
Castieford, Oldham and also caplained Featherstone to
the Grand Final in 1998, before returning 1o Hunslet
where he had previously had & period on extended loan.
lain Higgins 22, Centre /winger

Signed from London Broncas fallowing an impressive loan
spell last season. He had scored 8 tries In the 2 games
he played at South Leeds Stadium, which made him a
priority signing for the coach,

David Mycoe 25, Stand off

Recent signing from Wakefield Trnity after spending 7
seasons with Sheffield Eagles, where he proved 1o be a
prolific scorer. He also gained under 21 International
Honours,

Latham Tawhai 27, Scrum hallf

Kiwi signed from Kelghley who has been in excellent form
since his arrival at the end of the 1997 championship
winning season. A talented player, who, as captain, is a
key member of the team.

Craig Richards 29, Prop

Strang and powerful prop formally with Oldham and
Bradford. He is an experienced forward who collected
International Junior Honours.

Richard Pachnuik 27, Hooker

One of the most talented hookers in the game and
recently & target for Wigan. He is on a 2 year contract
from Rochdale having previously played for Oldham.
Richard Hayes 23, Prop

Richie signed from York in 1998 and has established
himself at the Hawks with his powerful running and
committed tackling.

Rob Wilson 26, 2nd row

£20,000 signing from Hull K, R. the big forward is a
gentle giant who is =een by many as a key player in

the 1999 season.

Jamie Thackray 12, Znd row

A product of the Hunslet Academy team, Jamie has
already established himself as a first team regular with a
very bright future,

Mike Fletcher 31, Loose forward

An exceptional goal kicker signed from Hull K.R. in the

close season, he is & very skilful ball handler. He also
had a testimonial at Hull last vear for his committed
service to the club.

David Plange 33, Winger

David took over from Steve Ferres in Movember 1998 as
Head Coach of the Hawks. The dynamic winger has played
for Doncaster, Castleford, Sheffield and Hull K.R. before
joining the Hawks and continuing the successful try
scoring rate achieved during his distinguished career,
including 2 Great Britain caps.

Lee St. Hilaire 21, Heoker/2nd row

Formerly spent 9 years with Huddersfield, as a winger
before successfully moving into the pack. Signed in 1996
by Castleford, but lack of first team opportunities saw him
maove to Hunslet, where he has impressed with solid
defensive displays and a winning attitude.

Mick Coyle 27, 2nd row/loose forward

He is Hunslet's longest serving player in his 9th season
with the Hawks. Over the years he has become a firm
favourite both with fans and players, due mainly Lo his
cansistently good performances in a Hawks shirt,

James Walker 21, Prop

Talented ball handling forward who served his
apprenticeship with the Bradford Bulls. Another with &
bright {uture, with the added bonus of possessing a fine
all round kicking game.

Chris Ross 20, Full Back/winger

A young Hunslet lad with massive potential. After a
successful period in the Hawks Academy, Chris has gone
on to become a first team regular.

Matthew Green 20, Hooker

Up and coming Hawk who is one of many potential stars
from the successiul Acadermy team.

Stephen Pamell 18, Full back

Has come through the Hunslel apprentice scheme. He is
a talented player with a bright future.

Steve Pryce 29, Prop

Signed from Yori in 1924, “Stevo’ has gone on o become
one of the most popular players at the club with his hand
warking, never say die attitude.

Adam Moore 18, 2nd row

Product of the Hunslet Hawks youth development whio has
forced his way into the first team squad with outstanding
Academy performances,

Chris North 23, Centre

Previously played for Oldham and Dewsbury. After time as
a fringe player Chiis has now pushed himsel to the fore
foliowing many excellent displays.

Lafaele Filipo 33, Prop

He has. played for Keighley and Workingten where his
strength and power caught the eyve of many.

Marcus Vassilakaplous Utility player

Dutstanding and wersatile ex Leeds Rhinos and Academy
International

Paul Cook Utility back

Recent signing from Huddersfield. Ex-Lleeds goalkicking
back, Representeg England in 1995 World Cup,

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRI_TISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

[3338 o161-284 9000 [I33H]

137

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM
Home of the Little Pickle & Spice Co.

Tel/Fax 0161 627 2027

Good Luck to Oldham RLFC
throughout 1999

CAPE MBS

Tel 0161 627 1006
Good Luck Oldham RLEC
LiITTLEBANK STREET, OLDHAM OL4 1JA
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HARLEQUINS
CABARET BAR

Northern Ford

Playa de las Americas - Tenerife
Top CABARET ACTS <+ LIVE SKY SPORTS
» ENGLISH HORSE RACING ¢

Official
Sponsors
of the

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis & their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club
wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and a long and successful future.

R | ™ HARLEQ“[NS If you choose Tenerife for your
Sadiaga 1l

RFL Premiership

iﬁsh Cabaret holidays, call in at the Harlequins
D “t for a real Oldham welcome. See
[t

W photos of the all-time greats, - —

."""’ulm m@ Seven days a week Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard Locally
‘ :P = k- § 79_5460 Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin . I rl m Po
Q%M 1 e Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co. ENG
INTERNATIONAL Pilgrim
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Down Memory Lane & SRS s ||2243
- _ : 3 G
DoN LOOKS BACK TO A MATCH FROM YESTERYEAR 2 F % % §_£ § ; E
= =]
THIS afternoon’s visitors In the meantime, Hunslet clinched the S & é = :2 2EGS2 E
to Spotland are Hunslet  Yorkshire Championship and then hammered 27 em S 3 0 =

whose history has  Broughton Rangers 28-3 to reach the League 5.5 T h] S ﬁg =

several parallels to that  Championship Final. Oldham’s semi-final victory & 3 . =S =@ 9

of the Roughyeds. Both, had been a little closer but a 12-5 home win = =+ ;ﬂ; o

for instance, have over Wigan enabled the Roughyeds to travel i3

Ml suffered spells without a

4 home. Thankfully,
i Hunslet are now based
in the well equipped
South Leeds Stadium
following an eleven year
nomadic existence
shunting between Leeds
Greyhound Stadium,
Batley, Elland Road and then Bramley.
Hopefully, the Roughyeds will not have to wait
s0 long before they are settled in a base within
the Borough of Oldham. Both clubs enjoyed
glittering success when playing at their original
grounds of Parkside and Watersheddings, with
the 1907-8 season being particularly
successful for both clubs.

The Roughyeds made a blistering start to
that campaign. It was the end of February
hefare they suffered their first defeat of the
season. By that time they were well on the way
to clinching the Lancashire Championship to fit
alongside the Lancashire Cup which had been
won the previous November.

Hunslet had also made an excellent start
to the season. They were undefeated until mid-
January but they then ran into a spell of
indifferent form which saw them lose five
consecutive matches. Fortunately they had
already lifted the Yorkshire Cup, beating Halilax
17-0 in the final. When the Challenge Cup came
round, Hunslet had recovered some of their
zest but a first round visil to Leeds certainly
wasn't the draw they had hoped for.
Nevertheless they won 14-5 whilst Oldham
were winning 13-2 at Dewshbury. The two clubs
were then drawn together at Parkside in round
two. The Roughyeds were favourites, but
Hunslet won 15-8 with winger Fred Farrar
scoring two of their three tries. Thereafter
Hunslet had little trouble in winning the trophy,
beating Hull 14-0 in the final.

down to Salford set on revenge in a final which
saw the following two teams in opposition:
Hunslet: Herbert Place; Charlie Ward, Walter
Goldthorpe, Bill Eagers, Billy Batten; Albert
Goldthorpe, Fred Smith; Harry Wilson, Bill
Jukes, John Willie Higson, Jack Randall, Tubby
Brookes and Tom Walsh.

Oldham: Dickie Thomas; George Smith, Tommy
Liewellyn, Billy Dixon, George Tyson; David
Beynon, Tom White; Jim ‘Bumper’ Wright, Joe
Ferguson, ‘Mad' Arthur Smith, Bert 'Slosher’
Avery, Joe Wilkinson and Billy Longworth.

The Roughyeds were contesting the second of
five consecutive Championship Finals and
fielded an experienced team containing eight
internationals.

Hunslet's strength lay in their pack, known
as the ‘Terrible Six" who provided the
possession and set up attacking positions for a
talented set of backs which included the
outstanding star of that era, Albert Goldthorpe,
affectionately known throughout the game as
‘Ahr Albert’. He was set for retirement after 21
years with Hunslet and needed just three goals
to become the first player to land 100 goals in
a season.

Ahr Albert indicated just how much he
would be missed in retirement by scoring the
try and two goals which gave Hunslet a 7-4 half-
time lead. Tom White had landed a couple of
penalties for Oldham but he could not convert
Bumper Wright's second half try so the match
ended in a 7-7 draw.

Albert Goldthorpe landed two more goals in
the replay seven days later at Wakefield and so
claimed his historic century of goals but it was
his brother Walter who received all the plaudits.
He scored both Hunslet tries as the Parksiders
won 12-2 to become the first team in the
history of the game to end a season holding
every trophy open for them to win.

Mike Prescott, Brian Quinian,

manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
wer and Marine industries Worldwide

INEERING THE FUTURE

[nternational Ltd Ripponden Road Oldham UK OL1 4SB
TEL:0161 624 8218 FAX: 0161 6264945

Back Row (left to right) Kevin Fitzpatrick, Daniel Brown, Mick Farrell, Craig Barker, Emerson Jackman,
Middle Row: Emmanuel Peralta, Josh Bostock, Jason Clegg, Gary Coulter, Graeme Shaw, Nathan Varley,

Front Row: Mark Perrett, Laurent Minut, Joe McNicholas, John Hough, Leo Casey, Paul Crook, Adrian Mead, Afi Leuila

OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS SEASON 1999




OLDHAM RLFC . . . .... The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship

IF you don't remember a half time
at Watersheddings with bags of
o Mintoes being thrown high into
the crowd and a threepenny
— oy bit flying in the opposite
T direction (usually viciously
aimed at the head of the
vendor!), blanket collections
for kids with rickets (this time
halfpennies aimed anywhere but
the blanket! (with the kids
mopping up and pocketing the
strays), football specials, Saturday nights after
the match at Hill Stores, Billingtens or Savoy
dance halls or one of Oldhams dozen or so flicks,
Latics continuously applying for re-election, the
Green Final cut into squares and nailed to the
inside loo door (most kids in Oldham from time to
time had bums that carried imprints of last weeks
sports headlines!) chances are you won't
remember PITCHIE. But you will have heard of
him. Little Frank was a BIG hero. An OLDHAM
hero. A WATERSHEDDINGS hero. MY hero. It was
that time when jeans were only worn by cowboys
or convicts, we didn't have a telly, no bugger had
heard of beef burgers and everything in Oldham
smoked, people, house chimney: mill
chmmeys .but we had OUR heroes§ o
HEROES.
It was the mid/late fifties and kids in pilg
like Rochdale and Ashton (but particul
Rochdale) would run around the streets with Rag
fastened loose at the neck cape like (why [Rithe
50's did all kids wear macs?) aspiring teJbe,
Zarro, Superman or Flash Gordon (yes ﬁh
Gordon!)....we Oldham lads had real he
(none cf those ‘tupenny Saturday memmg celular,
types for us! Well not unless you were one of the:
towns three Latics fans!) WE HAD THE BEST

RUGBY TEAM IN THE WORLD - and. if like me, you

lived up at Watersheddings they played where we
played right at the end of our streetl Davies,
0'Grady, Winslade, Goldswain, Jack

Pitehie the lot.., |

Saturdays were match days but Tues&ay and o)

Thursday nights were for training for that BEST
team in the world and for US too! It was training
night for me and my mates. You see | was Frank
Pitchford, my mate Chris Roberts was Alan
Davies, Kevin Taylor was Jack Keith {no wonder he
too became a hooker!), Alan Ogden (he was the
biggest and could pass a bit}) so he was Charlie
Winslade, Trevor Givwons was crack winger Dick
Cracknell {funny that because he had

knee trouble and was slower than
anyone elsel), Derek Dransfield
was tricky half back Frank
Stirrup, Roland Gaskell was
threequarter Dennis Ayres,
John “Eggo” Jackson was Billy
Bostan (yes Billy Boston -
“Eggo” today would have
learning difficulties but in
1956 was just bloody thick but
also big and fast claiming to be
100 yard champ of Chaucer St Techl)

The best team in the world trained on the
‘Sheddings training pitch (yes Oldham actually
had & training pitch!) and regularly 500 would turn
up to watch! We played behind the training pitch
‘stlcks - four, five or six a side. That was unless
that lot from Barrowshaw turned up, mugged
those of us they could catch and shot off with the

“balll In fact it was the club’s ball (kids in the 50's

shaw lot turnad upl)and | can still hear the
tolis roar of then club secretary Bert
ales - “Jenkins, therels another ball
s pay packets!’

1en that ﬁanwwshaw ot turned up | was
_!ad to be- Frank Pitchford the fastest

NEXT HOME PROGRAMME
FRANK PITCHFORD STORY -

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Target Finishing
Services Ltd.
| Bleasby Street, Oldham

0161 626 7436

Mark Perrett

Venda Valet Service
Neville Street Ind. Est.
Chadderton

0161 633 3793

Craig Barker John Hough M:::“ r‘:;esco!f
| 73 Lees Road, Ofdham Fitzgerald St John St.rﬂfwt. R
0161 624 7391 0161 620 5337
Josh Bostock Emerson Jackman Brian Quinlan
David Macauley
Ann & Anita Moarside Electrical wl:f':arrmd irgam
Bateson Contractors ‘atersheddi
| House Lane, Poulten le Fylde
07970 728501 il
Daniel Brown Afi Leuila Paul Round
Levers Fish & Chiy
Pennine Fencing & ol Restaurant i Alex Lord
Landscaping Ofdham Market Hall
01706 653703 0161 633 0074
[+ Mick Martindate Graeme Shaw
A el Oldham Joinery
G Barlow & Sons Ltd. David & Michael Manufacturers
: °§mm 2 Gough Britannia Mill, Willow
0161 624 4301 Street, Ofdham
0161 627 4237
Jason Clegg Joe McNicholas Nathan Varley
Ul o bt J. W Loes & Co Ltd
Alpha Pho : ontractors *u
mmﬂnf:ﬁmy ! | 579 Huddersfield Road Mmsz:'jﬁ i
01706 642446 Waterhead S
0161 627 2142 0161 643 2487
Gary Coulter Adrian Mead Richard Darkes
North Ainley & Co.
Chaddy Pratts Solicitors Roughyeds Times
34 Clegg Street, ORLFC Fanzine
Oldham
0161 624 5614
Paul Crook Laurent Minut
J. W. Lees & Co Ltd Kwikprint Ltd.
Brewers Unian Street,
Middleton Junction Oldham
0161 643 2487 0161 626 7666
Mick Farrell Emmanuel Peralta Mick Coates
Sunset Windows Ltd.
Selftaees dnidl Waddington Street Dronsfields Mercedes
Oldham
e brirpig 0161 624 5962 01457 871717

Graeme Bradley

Stuart Cummings,/
MeVites Penguin

sjo8jIyole




THE IHCORRIGIBLE

Iva Slateloose

MICHAEL TURNER ......

First Time-Last Time

Iva’s A 7o Z oF RUGBY LEAGUE contiueD......s

R is for Relegation the scourge of clubs down the ages, as Hull Sharks will shortly discover...Or for
Renaissance, the re-birth of Rugby League via Red Hall - Restore some romance and rectitude to the
rudderless rulers of the game.

5 s for Super League and the selfserving souls who run il. A wonderful concept ruined by greed and back-
stabbing.

S s also for Spectators without whom there is no game. And those spectators cannot understand why Super
League required separate admin. and marketing (I!) stafl and slapped down the likes of Widnes, Keighley
and Featherstone.

T Is for Tours and Tent Matches, something else the long suffering fan has had taken away. WIll it ever be
possible to plan another trip to Australia to support Great Britain as in 19927 Does anyone know or care
what a dream that was for the fans?

U is for undying and unequivocal support of the game. Despite current ynease Rughy league is still unequalied
and unrivalled for its on field skill, athleticism and honest endeavour.

V  is for voting with your feet. Mast, yacant terraces at too many malches provide a yalid verdict on the
perceived weakness of the game.

W is for Wakefield Trinity Wildeats whose wonderful results warm the hearls of all fans of NFPL clubs and
warm the wealthy wielders of power that ‘raditional’ clubs can still hack it.

X is for Xena, warrior princess, or Xares (@ hooker with Melboume Storm under
11s - Greek parents, you see). Well, can you do any better?
Could of course, be for xenophobia.. bul do we reglly hate those Aussies, Kiwis,
Samoans et¢. who dominate our game?

Y is for yovo clubs. The old four up, four down system crucified teams and nearly
bankrupted them all. Now, if only we'd had soccer's play-off system (including
a club in danger of going down as well as those fighting to go up) well...!
Controversial? Me?

Z is for gululand, Zambia or Zimbabwe, wherever the next target zone for the
expansionist zealots might be. Zeus Murdoch zooms Rugby league into the 21st
century on a zephyr of hope....

Ger
A SYNDICATE
TOGETHER AT WORK . ..
AND EARN COMMISSEON
WHILE YOU PLAY!

THIS FOR ONLY
£1 A WEEK

£4500!!!

For MORE DETAILS OR FOR AN APPLICATION FORM PLEASE PHONE

0161 628 3677 anD ASK FOR SCOTT

TODAY in welcoming our visitors to Spotland we
play host to Oldham’s first ever opponents in the
Morthem Unicn. That was way back on September
14th 1895, when the Roughyeds made the trip to
play Hunslet at their famous old Parkside ground.
There was much interest in the new competition
and so a special train was charered to ferry the
Oldham supporters over to Leeds, there to be
transferred to Hunslet by “wagonette". Great
things were expected of the Oldham team,
captained by the ex-Liversedge and England RU
international, Marry Varley and including county
players, Jack Hurst, Arthur & Sam Lees, Emanuel
Bonser and Bob Edwards. Also in the line up was
future club secretary, Bob Wylie, Alas, on this
momentous day the Roughyeds met with defeat by
16 points to 8. In the Hunslet ranks were the

famous Goldthorpe brothers Albert and Walter.
Oldham's points came via tries from the left wing
pair, Charley Bradbury and Sam Lees, who also
converted his own try.

Oldham team: D Lamonby; J Hurst, | Taylor, S
Lees, C Bradbury: H Varley, & Lees; E Bonser, E
Hughes, T Furniss, J Merrill, R H Moore, P Phillips,
R Edwards, R Wylie.

Attendance 6,000,

In the return match on January 18th 1896
Oldham gained revenge with a 17-4 victory at
Watersheddings.

The most famous meeting between the clubs
came in the Challenge Cup Final of 1899 at
Fallowfield, Manchester, when Oldham became the
first Lancashire club to win the trophy with a 199
SUCCEss.

Prior to the heavy defeat
Oldham suffered at the South
Leeds stadium earlier this
season the last first class
| fixture between the clubs was at

Elland Road in the fourth round
| of the Challenge Cup on January
30th 1994, At the time the
Roughyeds were going through a
bad spell of form in the pre
Super League first division.
However, they found enough
form to prevail on the day
despite a plucky performance
from the home team, eventually
running out winners by thirty
| points to twenty.

Steve Kerry kicked five
goals with tries from Nigel
| Heslop (2}, Paddy Mitchell,

| Scott Ranson and David Jones,
Oldham Team: S Ranson;
D Jones, 5 Irwin, N Heslop,
C McAlister: P Mitchell, S Kerry;
| | Sherratt, D Stephenson,
| B McDermott, | Green, S

mateh against Hunslet on September 2nd 1984,

Des Foy takes a pass from the grounded Simmy Homby. Action from the

Tupaea, M Kuiti.
Subs: A Goodway, D Bradbury.
Attendance: 1,257

IT 15 HOPED TO CONTINUE THIS FEATURE IN THE PROGRAMME SHOWING PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE ‘ROUGHYEDS OF YESTERYEAR',
IF ANYONE HAS ANY PHOTOS THAT THEY THINK WOULD BE OF INTEREST PLEASE CONTACT
BriaN WaiLker 01457 875084 or MicHaeL TurNer 0161-620-6005

BLAINEY’S BAKERS

High Class Bakers and Confectioners
73, Lees Roap, OLpHAM TEL: 0161 - 624 - 7391

Do Cianiei

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assared, professional
review af your commerctal risk inyurances. Exclusive facilities for
tocal bustnesses incorporating Risk Management and

& S.ff:gy Audits,
Commercial Insurance Brokers
Casrly Hawse, Schafreld Street, Oldkam,OLS 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Flealth
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Registered Office:
St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,
Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:
0161-627 4367

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to
Oldham Roughyeds

OvLpiiam RLFC’s
THE SATURDAY
YANKEE!

NEEDS

YOU

WL NEED HELP WITH OUR
LOTTERY
@ Could you collect in your area?

® Could you interest your
workmates in the Yankee?

HELP Us - HELP YOURSELVES
If you are interested
phone Scott on

0161 - 628 - 3677 J[

ar
Wiite to him air the Club Offices

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

SUPPLIERS OF SPORTS EQUIPMENT,
FoorweAR AND CLOTHING FOR
ALL MAJOR SPORTS

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS TO
CLUBS AND SCHOOLS

Phone or Fax for a Quetation

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF
SCcHOOL UNIFORM

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order Service Available
&

PropriETors: GEorr & Mamorie Cooke
93 CuEw VarLLry Roab, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 71J
Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 Hr ANSWERPHONE

»
o

- WiIsa - MASTERCARD - SWITCH -

Easy PARKING B ASTERC!
|I DELTA - SOL0 - AMEX

WEe’ve Curep
HEADACHES FOR
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholsiery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make
foam and fibre

fillings of the

- highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

Platt & Hill

PLATT & HILL QNN
F I gy Fitton Hill Road

Oldham OL8 217
Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

sport.

Read Roger
Halstead’s news and
views on Oldham
Rugby every

Wednesday night.

ARCHITRAVES - SHIRTING - T&G
SAWHN CARCASSING - BEADING
PERIOD MOULDINGS - GUTTER
HAND RAIL - M.D.F PROFILES
WINDOW MOULDS - SEANPLY
BLOCHBAORD - HARDBOARD

ALL THIS AND A LOT MORE AT

y// [ Georae Hill |

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OLB LB
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250




DON YATES

On

This Day

Don RECALLS THIS DAY IN RUGBY LEAGUE HISTORY

SEASON 1997
was not exactly
the most
successful season
in the history of
Oldham  RLFC.
They finished
bottom of the
Super League, winning only four league
matches plus a couple of Challenge Cup-ties.
But, on Friday 18th July 1997, they
succeeded where Super League giants
Bradford, St. Helens, Warrington, Halifax and
Castleford all failed. They beat Australian
opponents in the World Club Championships.
Morth Queensland visited Oldham that
evening and were beaten 20-16. Second-
rower Paul Davidson (2) And prop Brett
Goldspink scored tries with stand-off Luke
Goodwin adding four goals,

The only player who turned out that
evening and who is likely to be lining up for
the Roughyeds this afternoon is Afi Leuila
who was on the wing. His centre partner that
night was Jimmy Cowans, absent today
because of injury. At hooker was Jon Clark,
who later played for Hunslet but who is now
with Batley, whilst at centre was Howard Hill,
Hill had joined Oldham exactly three years
previously, on Monday 18th July 1994, when
he turned professional from the Hensingham
junior club. He made 50 appearances for
Oldham and scored nine tries before moving
on to Hull K. R. in December 1997. This
season he has been playing for Swinton. A
player who has been a loyal servant to
Hunslet, versatile back row forward Mick
Coyle, joined the Hawks on this day in 1990,
Wednesday 18th July. Coyle was signed from
Middleton (Leeds) amateur club and prior to
the start of this season he had made 184
appearances for Hunslet and had scored 45
tries and a dropped goal.

Hunslet have had several outstanding
back-row forwards down the years including
Harry Beverley, who toured Australia with the
British Lions in 1936. Beverley was at loose
forward for the Lions on Saturday 18th July
1936 when they met Australia at Sydney
Cricket Ground in the decisive third test
match. It was a typically torrid test in which
Ray Stehr (Australia) and Jack Arkwright
(Britain) were sent off, but the Lions clinched
the test series with a 12-7 victory.

Walter Guerin was another Hunslet back-
rower who toured Australasia. He went with
the 1914 Lions who, on Saturday 18th July
1914, met Hawkes Bay at Napier in New
Zealand. The Lions won easily enough 30-7
with Guerin landing five goals.

Between 1958 and 1966 the Sydney St.
George club dominated Australian domestic
rughy, winning the Premiership in each of
those eleven seasons. Because of that
dominance, in 1962, they were awarded a
match against the touring British Lions. That
match was switched from their Kogarah
lubilee Oval (capacity 24,000) to Sydney
Cricket Ground and, on Wednesday 18th July,
a crowd of 57,895 attended the match.
Great Britain silenced the multitude by
beating St. George 33-5.

Twenty two years later, on Wednesday
18th July 1984, Britain appeared before a
somewhat smaller crowd - 2,061 - when they
beat the New Zealand Central Districts 38-6
in Wellington. Oldham’s Terry Flanagan was
in the second row for Great Britain that
evening.

Finally it was on this day in 1896, Friday
18th July that the first sod of grass was laid
at Boundary Park, then the new ground of
the Oldham Athletic Football and Athletic
Club, later to become known as QOldham
Athletic F.C.

7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Wherever you see this sign you can be assured
of an efficient and professional approach
to any property matter

Also at Chadderton, Middletan, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley & Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER &
DUTTON

Tel. 0161 652 1234

ROUGHYEDS

Rfl Alliance Div One

Mar 16

April 8

May &

June 10

July 1

Aug 14

Sept 11

Coach Grasme Bradlay

| ALLIANCE

FiRsT

Division

FIXTURES
Batley Bulldogs H 6-40
Leigh Centurions H 26-14
Hunslet Hawks H 29-29
Featherstone R. A 4 -39
Dewsbury Rams H P
West Cumbria A 24 - 10
Swinton Lions A 36-24
Keighley Cougars H 8-22
Dewsbury Rams A 4.25
Swinton Lions H 28 -39
Barrow B. R. A 24 42
Rochdale Hormets H 16 - 44
West Cumbria H P
Batley Bulldogs A 18-36
Featherstone R. H 10-34
Heighley Cougars A 32-24
Barrow B, R. H 16 - 26
Hunslet Hawks A
Leigh Centurions A

Alliance Challenge Cup - 15t Rnd
Alliance Challenge Cup - 2nd Rnd
Rochdale Homets H

Alliance Challenge Cup - 3rd Rnd
Alliance Challenge Cup - Semi-Final
Alliance Challenge Cup - Final

KeiGHLEY 24 : OLpbHam 32
SHAW Rhinos’ scrum-half Keith Brennan
stepped into the fray for Roughyeds’ ‘A’ team
and dictated the course of the game against
a Keighley side which had beaten Oldham
comfortably 22 - 8 at Butterworth Park,

Another plus was the return of Jimmy
Cowan in the second-row, but unfortunately
Cowan was subsequently injured in a first
team game and could be ruled out for the
seasor.

Tries were scored by Druggitt (2), Mike,
Mayers, Brennan and Conway. Brennan
landed 2 goals and a drop goal and Conway a
drop goal.

OLpHam 16 : Barrow 26
22 points conceded in the ten minutes before
halftime cost Oldham dear against Barrow
Border Raiders.

After starting well with a Mayers try and
with Farrell at scrum-half and Conway in the
second-row standing out, ten minutes of
madness saw Oldham give themselves far
too much to do. As they did against
Featherstone, Oldham restricted their
opponents in the second-half with much
tighter defence. Mark Perrett scored two tries
with Farrell landing the goals but, as with the
first team, constantly playing ‘catch-up'
football is too demanding.

JUST IN! - JUST IN! - JUST IN!

A New Range Of Poloshirts + T Shirts
Available From The Club Shop
All Sizes, Super Colours
So Pay Us A Visit
64, Union Street, Oldham
For Details Tel: 0161 628 3677

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST & GARAGE SERVICES

Beever STREeT, OLbHAm Tel 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999

[ 26




A customer focused service to Fhe water inhstry

n

Management & Direct
Work Services

- W«
Meter Services

Water Meter installation & Maintenance
Pre installation Surveys

Installation of Automatic Meter
Reading Systems

Diigence Testing

New Earth Water Services Limited
*New Earth House® 159 Huddersfield Road, Oldham. OL1 3PA |

Networ k Services Tel: U1:I°f:?a oaaqlr:::?lgfzza 5197
Water Leak Defection & Repair " e-mall info@newearth.co.uk
Water Supply Pipe Tracing
Civil Engineering Support _|@
| INTEX® S eooz Y|
Delivery Management e %’"u‘é“‘"*

' and Support Services Arvrantic Grouve Prc e

SLLUMBERILAND.
ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO THE BEST SUPPORT

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporing Business ANY BODY

& OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

-
in Oldham & Tameside | C O [ J LD HA \ _jJ "

for all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems

contact.
Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535
Ashton — John Mills 0161 - 339 6140

Oldham — David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550
Failsworth — Peter Scholes 0161 - 681 5600

Slumberland Quality Group
F{)I' i [I(.'(‘ll('.T'.. S()I.II](l('T' SIE‘("I
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Coach: Mick Coates

3 1 Adrian MEAD
Assocuillte 2 Paul BRASSINGTON
. Matc 3 Afi LEUILA
O Reddish Demolition 4 Richard DARKES
‘{% 5 Joe McNICHOLAS
6 Mick COATES
% : Mgt(}:};; Ball 7 Daniel BROWN
A = (ShLari 8 Leo CASEY
— - Motorcycles 9 John HOUGH
' ; Man of the §
YEARS)D» Match 12 Graeme SHAW
Comet 13 Emerson JACKMAN

: 14 Stuart FRAZER 16 Emmanuel PERALTA
Oldham Council is proud to celebrate - 15 1an SINFIELD. . 17 ¥like SR ESCOT]

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough’s DL HUNSLET HAWKS |

municipal status in 1999. Coach: David Plange

1 Paul CROOK

Today’s Referee

The Council is committed to continuing the good work ] Mr Paul Lee 9 Richard RARER
of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham T 3 Shaun IRWIN

and in driving the Borough’s economic, social, | [ g 4 Butch FATNOWNA
environmental, educational and recreational aspirations = 1 | 5 lain HIGGINS

into the new Millennium. e, g 6 Marcus VASSILAKOPOULOS
S’ 7 Latham TAWHAI
8 Richard HAYES
9 Richard PACHNIUK
10 Steve PRYCE
11 Tony BOWES
_ 12 Mick COYLE
Mr Phil Brooks 13 Mike FLETCHER
Mr Chris Lee 14 Rob D’ARCY 16 Lee ST. HILAIRE
15 James WALKER 17 Rob WILSON

AFTER THE MATCH VISIT MR WRIGLEYS

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
location and excellent communications links
contact the Council’s Economic Development Department now.

Touch Judges

OLDHAM 520
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