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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chairman’s Chatter
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Chairman

C h r i s t o p h e r F i a m i l t o n

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stewart Flardacre

Sean Whitehead

M e d i a & M a r k e t i n g M a n a g e r ( H o n )
Brian Walker

Club Secretary
Louise Wilson

L o t t e r y M a n a g e r

Scott Claber

Head Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Assistant Coach/Alliance Coach

Graeme Bradley

Physiotherapists
Alison Boyd (1st Team)

J o h n a t h a n T h o m a s ( A l l i a n c e )

T r a i n e r - C o n d i t i o n e r

To n y O g d e n

Kitman

Neil Flaughton

Timekeeper
John Barrett

Club Doctor

D r P h i l K e r s h a w

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Statistics

John Blair

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

A J L a w C u p W i n n e r s 1 9 9 8

Tr a n s P e n n i n e C u p

F i n a l i s t s 1 9 9 8

WELCOME to everyone from
F l u l l K . R . t h i s a f t e r n o o n f o r

agame that takes on anew

i m p o r t a n c e a f t e r l a s t

S u n d a y s r e s u l t a n d

performance at Feather-

s t o n e . T h e s c o r e l i n e w a s a

r e c o r d d e f e a t f o r t h e c l u b

and not apleasant fx
experience in any sense of^

the word for anybody - . ' j
associated with the club, ^
particularly the fans who *
made the journey.

Since we played Flull J
K.R. and gained acreditable ™
draw at Craven Park early in

t h e s e a s o n o u r f o r t u n e s _

have contrasted greatly,

with both sides doing what most experts would have predicted -

namely Flull K.R. having avery good consistent season with

only the occasional blip, whilst ourselves have staggered for a

variety of reasons. At this moment in time Rovers look agood

bet not only for the top five but also the Grand Final. Let’s hope

that defeat today doesn’t affect them too much!

Over the past few days Rochdale have parted company

with coach Deryck Fox and with the other coaching casualties

so fa r i t jus t goes to show tha t even w i th £325,000, as

opposed to our £165,000, i t doesn’t mean you wil l be any
more successful.

Most of you will also have seen the recent headlines

regard ing the Assoc ia t ion o f Premiersh ip C lubs “a l leged”

partial return to awinter season. To put the record straight at

the last meeting clubs did not vote to change the playing

season and the matter was not even discussed as an agenda

item. The situation at the moment is that the game has a

whole host of things to consider as it contemplates the way

forward and for once hasty, rash, ill-informed decisions should

not be made. We may well change the playing season but lets

only do it once we know all the implications.

Best wishes.
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C h r i s H a m i i t o n

jThe views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily
{reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

Country Oven (mic) Ltd.
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

oO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
ON the face of it there looks to be considerable merit in Bob McDermott’s proposals to start the new
Northern Ford Premiership season on Boxing Day and run through to July.

Iwill discuss the finer points of McDermott’s master plan in the programme for the next Oldham

match at Spotland on Wednesday when McDermott, chairman of the organisation which represents
clubs outside Super League, will be here with his club, Dewsbury.

Suffice to say at this stage that my quick check around many of the Premiership clubs
indicated that there will be plenty of support in principle for this latest move to try to get
more fans on the terraces.

Ineed to get two things off my chest, however, because they bug me no
end and they often crop up when folk who should know better say they are

puzzled by falling attendances because we are talking about “the greatest
game in the world” at atime when “the product has never been better".

Afew home-truths might be more appropriate and, in the long term, might I—:
benefit our sport far more than constant references to hackneyed platitudes

which might toe the party line but which merely represent PR at its very worst.

Try telling the millions who watch football across the world that little rugby
league is "the greatest game”. Or for that matter see if cricket lovers will
agree with you, or those who like rugby union, not to mention the vast

audiences that turn out in the States to watch ice hockey or American
football.

1

As for rugby league being better than it has ever been ...POPPYCOCK.

The players, I’m sure, are faster, bigger, fitter and stronger, but good ̂
rugby league 1999 style is all about yardage, completing your sets of six, ̂
playing in the right areas of the field, agood kicking game and an
e n t h u s i a s t i c c h a s e .

You can listen to any coach you choose from top of Super League to

the lower reaches of the Northern Ford Premiership and, give or take a
few variations on atheme and adifferent accent or two you will be given an
almost identical run-down of what is required by his team. ●

In the last 30 years or so we have gone from one extreme to the other -

from an era in which coaching usually meant afew laps of the pitch and a

game of tig-and-pass to adecade in which coaching techniques and ideas have
become so uniform and sophisticated that they tend to produce contests that
are predictable in their pattern, i f not their outcome.

Rugby Union used to bore the pants off League fans when the fly-half
would instinctively hammer the ball into touch on the full when he got it from
the scrum.

Ifear League fans now take asimilar view of the almost inevitable kick

for territorial position nearing the end of the set of six.

And what about those scrums? Oh, and whatever happened to the ^
specialists ...like the ball-handling prop, the footballing loose-forward who

would combine with his scrum-half to weave magic at the back of the pack, the ‘
ball-winning hooker, the stand-off who could make the ball talk or the centre

who would regularly send in his winger for 20 or 30 tries aseason.

When examining the cause for dwindling crowds we must
ake the dreadful mistake of assuming that the

ne is as near perfect as we are ever likely to get it.
There are awhole multitude of reasons for pO'

attendances, but high up on that list is aserio
.shortage of craft, skill and old-fashioned cro

pleasing rugby.

In recent years the Rugby League fan has v
with his feet. Fie wants to see more rugby,

drives and then the inevitable, boring kick
"territorial position.

Bring back the rugby for which traditional rugby ’
;ague was renowned. Then you’ll bring back the fans ,
winter OR summer. ’

lOt

Finest^BNu
In Luxury

1/ Coach Travel

The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

Chadderton,

Oldham OL9 9LE y j
l\ Tel: 0161 633 3870 Jk

0161 345 934^^ffi
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 5 5 4 0 4 3

Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

^5.

1

Crf n
0

■5 ●

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

W E ’ R E A L L S E T . . .

-to provide afirst class building

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition \work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantiing and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 3PY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 ●Fax: 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
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LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH F r CHIP

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit

For prompt &personal attention

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

Best Wishes

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ■

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00 -5.30

Trade Welcome
0161 633 0074

DRONSFIELDS

DELPH NEW ROAD, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New 3Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

O



M I C K C O A T E S

Game On ●●●

'CoxexsQ WdixiaCkDxxTa
IwUUdP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a f o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

T e l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
“THE produc t on the park has never been

better’’. How often have you heard this? Tell a

lie often enough and people will come to believe

it’s the truth. Well, I’m sorry, but Ifor one don’t
believe it!

ago were every bit as good as the supposed

elite of the junior ranks now?

I’m sorry to appear so negative because

there are plenty of knockers of Rugby League

a r o u n d a l r e a d y a n d I f o r o n e , d e s p i t e m y

criticisms, will never give up on my favourite

sport. But Rugby League followers are not idiots

and aren’t taken in by ‘hype’ and ‘spin’. Too

many have been a l i ena ted by the cava l ie r

attitude of the last few years. To those who say

‘there is no alternative’, Isay there is ALWAYS

an alternative. And that alternative begins by

looking after everyone in the family of R. L.

clubs, stabilising the finances, and providing

rules and competitions that are not constantly

changing -sometimes halfway through aseason

-thereby debasing the game and its values. It’s

time to restore some honour to our sport.

If the promoters of Super League wish to

say players are bigger and stronger than ever

before, Iwill agree. If they want to say players

are fi t ter and faster than ever before, Iw i l l

agree. And if they want to say preparation and

p lann ing a re be t te r than ever be fo re , Iw i l l

agree. And so they should be because players

and coaches are now ful l t ime professionals

and there would be something seriously wrong if
full- timers could not improve on the standards

a c h i e v e d b y p a r t - t i m e r s . B u t t h e q u e s t i o n
r e m a i n s : i s t h e s k i l l l e v e l a n d t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t

value provided by our best players comparable

to that of the players of yesteryear?

Personal ly, Ibel ieve not. Ino longer see

b a i l h a n d l i n g p r o p s o f t h e q u a l i t y o f M i c k

Morgan, Brian Hogan or Brian McTigue -Ino

longer see classical loose-forwards in the mould

of Terry Flanagan, Harry Pinner, Mick Crane,

‘Knocker’ Norton, Doug Laughton, Johnny

Whiteley, Derek Turner or Ken Traill. Where now

are the quick silver scrum-halves in the Keith

Hepworth, Gary Stephens, Tommy Bishop, Frank

Pitchford, Alex Murphy, Stan Kielty, Gerry Helme

style? And do you remember the days of the

d e a d l y w i n g m e n : D r u m m o n d , S m i t h a n d

Atkinson, Sullivan, Stopford, Boston, Van

Vollenhoven, Prinsloo, Freeman, Etty? Why, even

the minnows had wingmen to fear and excite:
what about Alan Snowden at Hunslet and Peter

Goodchild at Bramley and Doncaster?

Rose tinted glasses? Well, maybe. But if

I’m that far off the mark can anyone tell me why
spectators are staying away in droves when ‘the
produc t on the fie ld has never been be t te r ’?

And if I’m that wrong can someone tell me

why when Iwatch State of Origin on Sky Ifeel

l i k e I ’ m w a t c h i n g a d i f f e r e n t g a m e , s o f a r

a d v a n c e d b e y o n d o u r s t a n d a r d s a r e t h e

Australians? And, having seen an odd match of

A c a d e m y f o o t b a l l , I h a v e t h e f e e l i n g t h a t

Saddleworth Rangers Under 18s of adecade

the

sUppHef
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A U t T B >
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T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEEH

Founded 1914
Founded 1914

\family finance \faniily finance
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If you^re not

satisfied tvith your

hank  ̂ convert

Lansdowne Tradinc

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank
of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB

Registered in Scotland

4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
No. 90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

^Seton ^choJn
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesPIcHealthcare

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
We may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own

petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm

Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 S t J o h n ’ s S t r e e t L e e s O l d h a m

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S Ttiomas

Cook

—w—

RICHARD

MOTOR GROUP

ELLEN

» E D E L L E ^fACCIDENT^
ASSISTANCE

UPHOLSTERY. LTD

The Royal Bank
of Scotland



JUNIOR

Roughyeds
Leo took me to do some exerc ises and pass the

ball. Then we went to have our picture taken with 2

l inesmen and the referee, Red Ed and Vinny Lion.

Then Iran off with the Red Ed and Vinny the Lion. I

went to watch the match. We did not win but I

enjoyed my day anyway.

H I T O A L L T H E J U N I O R

ROUGHYEDS

M a y w e w e l c o m e t o

Spotland Hull Kingston

Rovers’

S u p p o r t e r s a n d J u n i o r

members.

Players,

Stefan Holmes

I w r i t e t h i s a r t i c l e

af ter re turn ing home
f r o m t h e F e a t h e r s t o n e

R o v e r s g a m e . I a n d

m a n y o t h e r w e r e

extremely wet and cold.
T h e l e s s s a i d t h e b e t t e r

Ithink!

M y D a y a s a M a s c o t

My day had finally come but I

was very nervous and cold.
When Iran out with Leo

Casey Istarted getting abit

calmer. When Igot onto the

pitch Ishook hands with the
referee and the linesman

then Iflipped the coin. They

c h o s e h e a d s a n d t h e c o i n

l a n d e d o n h e a d s s o w e

kicked to them. The best thing was Igot to keep

the coin. Ihad agreat time, but unfortunately we

ended up losing.

Debra Rafferty

But what agreat turn out we had at Boundary

Park against Rochdale. Well done to all the staff

and supporters who made it agreat success.

Iwould like to thank the Junior Roughyeds

and their parents for making the Kosovan Albanian

c h i l d r e n v e r y w e l c o m e a t o u r J u n e J u n i o r

Roughyeds meeting. This was held at the Clayton
A r m s b e f o r e t h e R o c h d a l e m a t c h . E a c h J u n i o r

Roughyed was presented with acommemorative
cer t ificate f rom Chr is Hami l ton.

Each child was given abig bag full of goodies

from the club and Iwould l ike to give ahuge

THANKS to S tuar t Gough who p rov ided a fabu lous

buffet for the Junior Roughyeds meeting which was

great ly appreciated. You're astar Stuart, and

thank you for your on going support of the Juniors.

The next Junior Roughyeds meeting will be on

Monday 12th July at 7.00pm, at Pennine Lounge,

Mumps Br idge , O ldham,

We will have four players attending to join in

the fun, so see you there.

David Gough

David Gough

The Mascot for today is ZOE

B U C K L E Y. Z o e i s 1 0 y e a r s

old. Her favourite player is

John Hough. Have agreat

day.

J u n i o r J o k e s :

J: How do you tell if you've

got astupid dog?

A: It chases parked cars.

J: What do you call agirl
w h o m a k e s a n i m a l s b e t t e r ?

A: Yvette

Zoe Buckley

Debra RaffertyM y D a y a s a M a s c o t

M y v i s i t t o S w i n t o n w a s

b r i l l i a n t I r e a l l y e n j o y e d m y

d a y a s O l d h a m ’ s m a s c o t .

Before the match Ihad my

photo taken with Daniel
Brown then Red Ed. Then I

stood waiting for Leo and

w h e n t h e t e a m c a m e o u t , I

ran out at the side of Leo.

R a c i s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e

C O M M U N I T Y A N D R A C I S M H A S N O PA RT TO P L AY I N O U R S P O RT.

R a c i s t l a n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

SUCH CONDUCT WILL FACE THE SEVEREST PENALTIES AVI ILABLE.

We must all TACKLE RACISM AND ENSURE THAT RUGBY

L E A G U E I S A G A M E F O R A L L .

Stefan Holmes

Tota l F i tness

Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

l[]



AN INTERVIEW BY

DAVID TOPLISS CAPTAIN OF
awarded the Lance Todd Trophy. Throughout his
t i m e w i t h h i s h o m e t o w n c l u b t h e h a l f b a c k w a s

chased by most of the top sides including Wigan,
S t . H e l e n s a n d L e e d s w h o s a w h i m a s a r e a d y

m a d e r e p l a c e m e n t f o r t h e I I I f a t e d M i k e
Shoebottom.

‘ S t o p To p l i s s a n d y o u s t o p Wa k e fi e l d ’ - a n d

David Topl iss was tak ing more than h is fa i r share

of poundings! In 1982 Wakefield were approached

by the then crack Hull outfit and, short of cash,
agreed afee. This t ime Topliss welcomed the
approach and over the next three seasons was to

win every major domestic honour, visiting Wembley
o n t w o f u r t h e r o c c a s i o n s .

C o m p a r i n g h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e r e c o r d a g a i n s t

h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s w o u l d a t fi r s t a p p e a r

d isappoin t ing - jus t four Great Br i ta in appearances.

A l l f ou r were aga ins t Aus t ra l i a sp read ove r th ree

different tours being selected twice against the
1973 Kangaroos and once each aga ins t the 1979

and 1982 tour ists when, against the lat ter, he was

a l s o s e l e c t e d a s c a p t a i n . H e a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d

England on two occasions (against France and the
Aus t ra l i ans ) . Se lec ted fi f t een t imes f o r Yo rksh i r e ,

Top l iss was amember o f the County Championsh ip

winning side on five occasions.
D a v i d To p l i s s i s p r o u d o f h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e

h o n o u r s a n d s t r o n g l y m a k e s t h e p o i n t t h a t h i s

loyalty to the struggling Trinity side did not enhance

his International selection chances remarking that
' I t w a s m o r e d i f fi c u l t t o b e d r o p p e d f r o m t h e

International scene than gain aplace within it!’

It should be remembered that throughout
D a v i d ’ s c a r e e r c o m p e t i t i o n f o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l

outhalf spot was fierce coming from the likes of
Roger Millward, Steve Nash, Ken Gill, John Holmes,

John Woods, Bill Francis, Steve Hartley, Steve

Evans and Tony Myler.

To p l i s s ' s f o r m e r t e a m - m a t e a n d b a l l p l a y i n g

prop Mick Morgan had been on the Watersheddings
s c e n e f o r a c o u p l e o f s e a s o n s a n d w i t h c o a c h

Frank Myler had guided Oldham to the first division
5 th spo t . Ha l f back and u t i l i t y p layer Pau l Tay lo r

h a d r e t u r n e d t o A u s t r a l i a a n d b o t h p l a y e r a n d

c o a c h s a w t h e H u l l s k i p p e r a s h a v i n g t h e

ingredients to take the club to further success. The

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s o u t fi t h a d a l s o a c q u i r e d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r w a r d D a v i d H o b b s a n d A u s t r a l i a n s

David Liddiard, Gary Warnecke and Mai Graham.

F r o m m i d O c t o b e r t o m i d J a n u a r y D a v i d

T o p l i s s w a s o u t h a l f f o r t h i r t e e n s u c c e s s i v e

\
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IN THE middle o f an icy January in 1986 Oldham

outhal f David Topl iss was pul led out o f h is

wrecked car suffering afractured skull. Up to that
m o m e n t t h e r e h a d b e e n t a l k i n t h e t o w n o f

p e r h a p s l o n g o v e r d u e fi r s t d i v i s i o n g l o r y a n d

anticipation for the forthcoming Challenge Cup

was high. The team that season ended up a
credi tab le 9th and only narrowly lost to Cast ie ford

in the Challenge Cup semis. At that fateful

moment in wintry Wakefield the Topliss ingredient
was los t to the team and any reasonab le chance
of honours severely dented.

From the age of eight Topi iss had fol lowed in

h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ’ s f o o t s t e p s a s a n a r d e n t

Featherstone supporter but ten years later the by
now exciting, lightning fast and elusive eighteen
year old outhal f took the decis ion to turn pro wi th

arch-rivals, but home town club, Wakefield.

T h e T r i n i t y s i d e h a d j u s t l o s t t h e 1 9 6 8

Challenge Cup final, to Leeds, changes were afoot
and outhalf Harold Poynton, then thirty two, was
due to retire. David took the opportunity with both
hands (so to speak!) and his i l lustr ious pro career

had begun.
There were no medals to be won with the Belle

Vue outfit although Topliss captained the side in
t h e 1 9 7 9 W e m b l e y d e f e a t b y W i d n e s a n d w a s

PACKAGING LIMITED
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S



BRIAN WALKER WITH

OLDHAM &GT BRITAIN
were not abad side and it

was just bloody stupid that a

quar ter of the league was to

suffer re legat ion.

T o p l i s s r e t u r n e d t o

W a k e fi e l d a s p l a y e r / c o a c h

and the following season saw
both Wakefield and Oldham

p r o m o t e d b a c k t o t h e fi r s t
division.

D a v i d c e l e b r a t e s h i s

5 0 t h b i r t h d a y t w o d a y s
before the millennium. He is

o n e o f t w o p a r t n e r s i n a

Wakefield based heating and

plumbing merchants and will
f u r t h e r c e l e b r a t e

a n n o u n c i n g h i s r e t i r e m e n t .

H e i s a l s o c u r r e n t l y a c t i v e

w i t h i n t h e g a m e a s a r a d i o

c o m m e n t a t o r w i t h b o t h R a d i o

L e e d s a n d L i v e R a d i o .

P r e d i c t i o n s a r e t h a t h e

will soon acquire aposition

w i t h a S u p e r L e a g u e c l u b a s
Football Director.

David, an early birthday toast from al l Oldham

fans and former col leagues.

by

matches the team los ing on ly tw ice . Winn ing had

n o w b e c o m e a h a b i t a n d t h e c l u b w a s i n a s t r o n g

posi t ion in the higher reaches of the first d iv is ion.

After Topliss’s accident all but four of the remaining

League games were lost.
However, the club reached the Challenge Cup

semis and were drawn against Castleford the game

to be played at Central Park. Oldham lost 18-7.
Mick Morgan whilst an Oldham player had earlier in

the season joined the Castleford commercial staff
and Frank Myler had questions about both his
c o m m i t m e n t a n d fi t n e s s . W h i l s t s e l e c t e d a s a

member of the cup squad Morgan was to be the
man lef t out . David Topl iss is convinced we would

have beaten the Yorkshire team with Morgan in the

pack. Mick had never played at Wembley and would
have relished the chance to have one last throw of

the dicel

To p l i s s r e t u r n e d t o t h e t e a m t h e f o l l o w i n g

season but by h is own admi t tance never qu i te got

o v e r t h a t c a r a c c i d e n t . H o w e v e r , d u r i n g t h a t

campaign we fell just short of knocking over the
undefea ted Auss ies and beat Wigan on those two

unforgettable Watersheddings nights. Alas, we

managed to lose our last six league games ending
the campaign in 13th position and with three others
the club was relegated. David points out that we David Topliss in his Hull F.C. days

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

i3l3!l 0161-284 9000



IN TOWN TODAY

HULL KR
TABLE-topping Hull KR come to Spotland

today with sights set on aSuper League
piece.

for this season after picking up awinner’s

medai in iast year ’s Grand Finai at the

McAipine. Coming with him to Humberside

for 1999 is Jon Wray, a former Mor iey

RUFC, Engiand Coits and Engiand U21 RU

wingman. He aiso has experience with

Cast ie ford Tigers and can be adead iy
finisher.

Fifteen wins and adraw give them a
one point iead over Leigh Centurions in the
r a c e f o r t h e N . F. P. L . t i t i e . T h e R o b i n s ’

t h r e e d e f e a t s h a v e a i i b e e n o n t h e i r

traveis, at Barrow, Dewsbury and Leigh.

Oidham of course being the only team to
take apoint at Craven Park.

Hull KR are coached by Dave Harrison,
an ex-Cowley G.S. product. He captained

Lancaster University at R.U. before playing
with Waterloo. Signing for St. Helens in

1 9 8 4 h e e n j o y e d f o u r s e a s o n s a t

Knowsley Road before Joining Hull KR. His

coaching career began as assistant at

Scarborough Pirates before returning as
c o a c h t o t h e R o b i n s ‘ A ’ t e a m . H i s

influence on his side obviously runs deep

as near ly al l h is p layers l is t “ t ra in ing’

among their favourite hobbies!
Thirteen out of nineteen first team

squad players were born in Hull with five
having played for the Sharks as well as the
R o b i n s . F o u r o f t h e s e a r e H o o k e r M i k e

Dixon, areal livewire around the play-the-

ball; Chris Kitching, apacey stand-off or

c e n t r e w h o l i s t s d a n c i n g a m o n g h i s

favourite recreations; Rob Danby, an ever¬
present in the centre last season and a

D.I.Y. enthusiast; and Andy Smith, ahard¬

hitt ing loose-forward and former Sharks

Alliance Player of the Year.

Rovers also boast three players with

Wakefield Trinity connections. Utility player
Kevin Gray spent time at Belle Vue, but is

the fifth player who has also played at Hull
Sharks as well as on loan at Rochdale and

Hunslet. At 6’ and nearly 14 stone he
a d d s p r e s e n c e t o t h e b a c k d i v i s i o n . I a n

Hughes is aformer Trinity and Sheffield

Eagles back-rower, coming to Craven Park

The local lads are Prop Craig Hardy

k n o w n a s ‘ h a r d - h a t ’ ; C h r i s C h a r l e s , a

loose-forward and electrician; ex-Skirlaugh

winger Paul Rouse; powerful prop Alex

Thompson, who at 6’4” and 17 stone can

b e h a r d t o h a n d l e , a n d w h o h a s s e e n

service with Sheffield Eagles; hooker Rick
Chamberlain, aGreat Britain U21

international: and three long-serving

Rovers who have given sterling service

over the years. First of these is big prop

Des Harrison, probably playing his last

season and respected throughout the

league. Second-row Paul Fletcher is in his

testimonial season and never gives less
than 100%. And scrum-half and assistant

coach Wayne Parker, now in his second

spell at Craven Park after playing with

H a l i f a x , a n d w h o i s w e l l k n o w n a s t h e

scourge o f O ldham Bears in p rev ious
seasons.

A l s o e x - H a l i f a x i s t h r e e - q u a r t e r

Richard Smith, afast and elusive Irish
international.

Finally, Rovers’ overseas players are

David Luckwell an ex-Canterbury Bulldogs
back-rower; Whetu Taewa aNew Zealand

born centre with aChallenge Cup winners

medal whilst at Sheffield Eagles, plus
e x p e r i e n c e w i t h A u c k l a n d W a r r i o r s a n d

North Queensland Cowboys; and the
in imi tab le Stan ley Gene, aPapua New

Guinea in ternat iona l r igh t ly nominated

Division One Player of the Year in 1998.

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA



V

A.BARET Bar

Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖English Horse Racing ❖

UBar

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Gtheir son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

Pvkaob

HARLEQUINS
Bfltisti

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

SaotiatolII

Cabaret

Bar

fi
Mediterranean

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

●S 79 54 60

Vj, .KII
CardenlljjiinoiM

hr.

Local 1B -Tenerife Royal Garden
PLATA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0



^Pilgrim
W I I M T E R N A T I O N / \ L

Locally
Po

ENG

Pilgrim
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DON YATES

Dawn Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

T H I S a f t e r n o o n ’ s v i s i t o r s

to Spotland are the
Northern Ford Premier¬

s h i p f a v o u r i t e s H u l l

Kingston Rovers, whose

fol lowers wil l be hoping
that the Robins replace
arch rivals Hull F.C. in the

S u p e r L e a g u e n e x t
s e a s o n . T h e r e n e v e r i s ,

and never has been, any
love lost between these

H u m b e r s i d e r i v a l s a n d

m a t c h e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o

rea l l y a re the u l t ima te
‘derby’ confrontation. The Robins have met the

Airiie Birds 198 times in competitive matches,

including nine meetings in various cup finals.
They have met in three Yorkshire Cup finals, two

Player Trophy finals, aFloodlit Trophy Finai, a
Premiership final, aChampionship final and, as

far as Rovers’ fans are concerned, that never to

be forgotten Challenge Cup final at Wembley in
1980.

impressive was Hull KR’s march to Wembley

which began with an 18-13 win at Wigan.

Castleford (28-3) and Warrington (23-11) were
b e a t e n a t C r a v e n P a r k b e f o r e t h e R o b i n s b e a t

Halifax 20-7 in the semi-finals at Headingley.
Wembley housed acapacity crowd of 95,000 for
the historic final with the teams l ined up as
follows:

Hull FC: Paul Woods; Graham Bray, Graham

Wa l te r s , Tim W i i by, Pau l P rend i v i l l e ; John
Newlove, Clive Pickerill; Keith Tindall, Ronnie

Wileman, Charlie Stone, Charlie Birdsall, Sammy

Lloyd &Steve Norton.
Substitutes, Brian Hancock &. Vince Farrar.
Hull KR: David Hali; Steve Hubbard, Mike Smith,

Steve Hartley, Clive Sull ivan, Roger Millward,

Allan Agar; Roy Holdstock, David Watkinson,
Brian Lockwood, Phil Lowe, Paul Rose &Len

Casey.
Substitutes, Phil Hogan &John Millington.

The match was hard, exciting and had its
f a i r s h a r e o f c o n t r o v e r s y. F i v e t r i e s w e r e
disallowed and Ron Wileman could have been

sent off in the incident which saw Roger Millward
b reak h i s j aw. I t was a t yp i ca l Humbers ide
‘derby’.

Hul l FC had enjoyed s l ight ly the bet ter
Championship season than Hull K.R. during that

1979-80 campaign. They ended the season in
third position whilst the Robins were seventh.
H o w e v e r , R o v e r s h a d d r a w n 2 0 - 2 0 a t t h e

Boulevard early in the season and then beat the

Airiie Birds 29-14 at Craven Park the following
Good Friday. In between those matches, the
H u m b e r s i d e r s h a d m e t a t t h e B o u l e v a r d i n

December when they contested the last ever

final of the BBC2 Floodlit Trophy. Hull won that
trophy with a13-3 victory watched by arecord

c rowd f o r t ha t compe t i t i on o f 18 ,500 . The
a t t e n d a n c e w a s n o b i g s u r p r i s e a s t h e

Humbers iders had at t racted the two h ighest
aggregate league attendances of the season.

Hull FC averaged 10,021 whilst Hull KR were
watched by an average crowd of 6,953.

B i g c r o w d s w e r e a l s o a f e a t u r e o f t h e

Challenge Cup competition. There were 9,018 at
t he Bou leva rd fo r the v i s i t o f Cumbr ian amateu rs

Millom in round one whilst the biggest crowd of
the season outside Wembley, 20,827 watched

Hull win at Bradford in the quarter-finals. Equally

First score went to Rovers after Just eight
m i n u t e s w h e n S t e v e H u b b a r d s c o r e d o f f a

superb Brian Lockwood pass. Paul Woods fouled

Hubbard in the act of scoring and so Rovers
were awarded another kick at goal. Although

Hubbard missed the conversion attempt he
made no mistake with the penalty. Rovers went
7-0 up five minutes later when Hubbard landed

a n o t h e r p e n a l t y f o l l o w i n g f u r t h e r H u l l
i n d i s c r e t i o n s . A f t e r h a l f a n h o u r H u l l s c o r e d

through Tim Wiiby but, on the stroke of halftime,

Millward dropped agoal so at the interval the
Robins led 8-3 .

Ten minutes after the break Sammy Lloyd

landed apenal ty, h is on ly success f rom five

attempts, but at 8-5, the match was wide open
again. Steve Hubbard landed another penalty
five m inu tes f r om t ime and t ha t ’s how the ma tch

finished.

10-5 to Rovers.

Not aclassic, but OH! how those Rovers

fans enjoyed it.

t n a n u f a c t u r e d h y d r a u l i c e q u i p m e n t f o r t h e
v e r a n d A l a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

[ N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E

n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B
TEL:0161 624 82 18 FAX: 0161 6264945
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship
Mike Prescott

Hayneswood

Engineering Sales Ltd.
St Johns Mi l l

St John Street, Lees
0161 620 5337

Li

Craig Barker

Blaineys High Class
B a k e r & C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73 Lees Road, Oldham
0161 624 7391

John Hough

Nancy &Gerald

Fitzgerald

zl

Josh Bostock■ ! Emerson Jackman Brian Quinian
David Macauley
Chartered Surveyor

‘Watersheddings’, Long

JHouse Lane, Poulten le Fylde
H01253 883833

Ann &Anita

Bateson

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

07970 728501

r:X

Daniei Brown ;u A fi L e u i i a

Levers Fish &Chip
Restaurant

O l d h a m M a r k e t H a l l

0161 633 0074

Paui Round

Pennine Fencing &

Landscaping
01706 659703

A l e x L o r d

Graeme Shaw

Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

Britannia Mill, Willow

Street, Oldham
0161 627 4237

Leo Casey M i c k M a r t i n d a i e

G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

Oldham

0161 624 4301

David &Michael

Gough

Joe McNichoias

Howard Houghton
Flooring Contractors Ltd.
579 Huddersfield Road

Waterhead

0161 627 2142

Jason Ciegg Nathan Variey

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161643 2487

Alpha Photography
Milnrow

01706 642446 E iA i[l

Adrian Mead

North Ainley &Co.
Solicitors

34 Clegg Street,
Oldham

0161 624 5614

Gary Couiter

Chaddy Pratts IB'

. l . - n r - -

Paui Crook

J. W. Lees &Co Ltd

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Laurent Minut

Kwikprint Ltd.

Union Street,
Oldham

0161 626 7666

-*.■

h-. w-iH
J.

M i c k F a r r e i i

J. W. Lees &Co Ltd

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

M i c k C o a t e sEmmanuei Peraita

S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
Oldham

0161 624 5962

- * - . ' S D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
01457 871717:: p

1
—TT-

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Target F in ish ing
Serv ices L td .

Bleasby Street, Oldham
0161 626 7436

M a r k P e r r e t t

Venda Valet Service

Neville Street Ind. Est.

Chadderton

0161 633 3793

Graeme Bradiey
kf'

Stuart Cummings/

McVites Penguin

i

P'W.
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Boundary Park Rugby Ground
IDON'T think there would be too many dissenters

with Chris Hamil ton's opening phrase of his

programme notes for the Charter Day game
a g a i n s t H o r n e t s - ‘ W E L C O M E T O O L D H A M ' .

Certainly not me. Iam afounder member of the
‘ p l a y i n O i d h a m b r i g a d e ' . A s u c c e s s f u l

professional rugby league side playing hopefully in

anew, joint stadium within the Borough is amust
-o r shou ld be ! You ’ ve go t t o be l i eve me I s ta r ted
t o w r i t e t h i s a r t i c i e b e f o r e t h e C h r o n i c l e a r r i v e d

biazing the headiine, ‘Lords ruiing may scupper

Spor ts Park ’ (someth ing about crown green
bowi ing ! ) -Th is a r t i c le may now need anew t i t le -

M O S E S H A M I L T O N L E A D S R O U G H Y E D S B A C K T O

PROMISED GROUND'.

B O U N D A R Y PA R K R U G B Y G R O U N D - W E R E

WE THERE F IRST? I t has been we l l documented

that On Sunday 10th of January 1982 the Latics
a n d O l d h a m R u g b y L e a g u e C l u b , w h o w e r e

b i d d i n g f o r p r o m o t i o n , j o i n e d f o r c e s t o c r e a t e

l o c a l s p o r t i n g h i s t o r y . W i t h t h e r u g b y c l u b ’ s

Watersheddings ground frost-bound their ‘home’
game against Yorkshire rivals Batley took place
a t Bounda ry Pa rk , whe re t he p i t ch was p ro tec ted

by undersoil heating. The result, avictory for
Oldham by 17-9 in the first ever rugby league
match a t Boundary Pa rk ’ .

The fact is that the first rugby ieague game
t o o k p l a c e a t B o u n d a r y P a r k o n t h e 1 4 t h o f

S e p t e m b e r 1 9 0 1 - W E R N E T H V O L D H A M ' A ' . To

explain-

Watercolour of Werneth vOldham ‘A’, at Boundary Park; 14th September 1901

I



B y B R I A N ^
WALKER 'Were mthere first?

^y\y-

I n S e p t e m b e r 1 8 9 5 t h e t o w n ’ s fi r s t

p r o f e s s i o n a l s o c c e r t e a m O L D H A M C O U N T Y

FOOTBALL AND ATHLETIC CLUB, playing at Hudson
Fold, Westhulme made an attempt to introduce

professional soccer to the rugby mad Oldham
public. In July 1896 the first sod was cut at their

n e w s t a d i u m ‘ T H E A T H L E T I C G R O U N D ’ , t h e

Boundary Park embryo. In 1897, having moved
i n to t he i r new s tad ium, t he c l ub was soon unde r

severe financial strain and, failing to pay the rent,
went into liquidation. The new ground, boasting

two stands, lay dormant .

P i n e V i l l a , a n a m a t e u r s o c c e r t e a m , w e r e

formed in 1894 and played in the Oldham Junior

League on land at the side of the Pine Mill,

Oldham. In 1899 they gained entry into the better

standard Manchester Alliance league, took on the

lease to the ATHLETIC GROUND, and changing
t h e i r n a m e t o O L D H A M AT H L E T I C , m o v e d i n . I n

1900 having performed well in the Manchester
A l l i a n c e t h e b y n o w ‘ L a t i c s j o i n e d t h e s e m i

professional Manchester League. During their first
season (1900-01) the club hit financial troubles

and fell into dispute with the landlords. Like their

predecessors they could not pay the rent and mid¬

s e a s o n m o v e d o u t a n d i n t o O L D H A M C O U N T Y ’ S

o l d s t a d i u m a t H U D S O N F O L D .

t housand . The i r B lock Lane g round l acked

spec ta to r comfor ts so the c lub ‘upped s t i cks ’ and

moved into the ATHLETIC GROUND. Playing in the
L a n c a s h i r e C o m b i n a t i o n t h e y p l a y e d m o s t l y t h e

s e c o n d t e a m s o f L a n c a s h i r e ’ s s e n i o r c l u b s . S o

their inaugural game at the new stadium was on

the 14th of September 1901 against Oldham ‘A’,
T H E F I R S T R U G B Y L E A G U E M A T C H A T B O U N D A R Y

PARK.

Oldham, when Watersheddings was unfit
p layed seve ra l o f t he i r ‘A’ t eam games the re , as

they had at the old Block Lane ground.
O l d h a m A t h l e t i c w e r e n o t t o m o v e b a c k t o t h e

by now BOUNDARY PARK for asecond time until
1 9 0 6 w h e n l o c a l b r e w e r s J W L e e s h a d s e c u r e d

t h e l e a s e a n d t h e y w e r e e l e c t e d t o t h e F o o t b a l l

League in 1907.
T H E R E Y O U H A V E I T

W H I S P E R . S o n o M o s e s H a m i l t o n ! B u t m o v i n g

away f rom the wh ims ica l and on to amore se r ious

n o t e , p e r h a p s t o c o i n c i d e w i t h J W L e e s

announcing they are now prepared to dispose of
t h e i r s h a r e s i n t h e L a t i c s , s o m e o n e c a n a t l a s t

get to grips with the rent situation. Perhaps it

may have to wai t for the new owners. For over a

hundred years it’s been aproblem. Some fans
t o l e r a t e t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n e a s i e r t h a n o t h e r s ,

but recently most have voted with their feet.

3 , 0 0 0 a t B o u n d a r y P a r k c o m p a r e d t o 7 0 0 , 9 0 0

and 1,000 at the last three Spotland matches.

T h e y a r e p r e p a r e d t o ‘ s l e e p w i t h t h e e n e m y ’ f o r

only so long. Most would say ‘lets get home’,
cer ta in ly fo r next season!

L A T I C S B Y A

So yet again the ATHLETIC GROUNDS lay
dormant.

WERNETH, aforce in local rugby, played at

BLOCK LANE, CHADDERTON and, whi ls t accept ing

being second fiddle to the powerful OLDHAM club,
regu la r l y a t t rac ted c rowds o f th ree to fou r

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !

A r e Yo u I n t h e R o u g h y e d s ’ G r e a t W e e k l y L o t t e r y ?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The pr ize s tar ts a t £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0161 628 3677 AND ASK FOR SCOTT

yy

Get

ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMISSION

VWHILE YOU play! v

All ^

T h i s f o r o n l y

V £ 1 A W E E K y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391



JMICHAEL TURNER
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TODAY we welcome Hull Kingston
Rovers to Spotland for the return
fi x t u r e a f t e r o u r c r e d i t a b l e d r a w a t

N e w C r a v e n P a r k b a c k o n M a r c h

17th.

T h e fi r s t t i m e t h e t w o c l u b s w e r e

in opposition was for afriendly game
in Hull on April 7th 1900 when the

Roughyeds won by fourteen points to
n i l . T h i s w a s t h e fi r s t s e a s o n a f t e r

R o v e r s w e r e a d m i t t e d t o t h e s e n i o r

section of league competition. The
first competit ive match took place

again in Hul l on September 27th

1902. Oldham again returned home
the victors by the margin of seven

points to two. Joe Ferguson and Sam

Lees Jnr kicked agoal each with the
only try of the game being credited to

winger Frank Spottiswoode.
Oldham Team: T. Sel lars; S. Wil l iams,

T. Cash, ,  E.  Pearce,  F.  Spot t iswoode;

S. Lees Jnr, A. Lees; J. Ferguson, J.
Wilkinson, G. Frater, H. Topham, H.

Ellis, J. Owens, H. Vowles, H.
Broome.

*.

B e f o r e t h e d r a w n m a t c h e a r l i e r t h i s

season, the last game between the clubs

was aRegal Trophy second round tie at
Watersheddings on December 4th 1994.
O l d h a m w o n 2 8 - 0 w i t h t r i e s f r o m S c o t t

Ranson, Joe Faimalo, Shaun Irwin, David

Jones and Darren Abram with four goals

from Paul Topping. The attendance was
2,277.

O l d h a m Te a m : W. G i b s o n ; D . J o n e s , S .

Irwin, D. Abram, S. Ranson, P. Topping, M.

Crompton; I. Sherratt, D. Stephenson, J.

Temu, G. Lord, J . Fa imalo, M. Kui t i , SUBS:

I. Green, D. Bradbury.

Over the years the two clubs have
featured in some titanic struggles in major

Rugby League fixtures. The epic, three

match. Challenge Cup semi-final in 1964
w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d i n R o v e r s r e a c h i n g

Wembley for the first time. The second
division Premiership final at Old Trafford in

1990 when Oldham came back from being
well behind to record a30-29 victory and
p e r h a p s m o s t f a m o u s o f a l l t h e 1 9 2 5

Challenge Cup Final at Headingley when the
Roughyeds hit top form to take the trophy

for the second time in their history with a
sixteen points to three success.

I t i s h o p e d t o c o n t i n u e t h i s f e a t u r e i n t h e p r o g r a m m e s h o w i n g p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e ‘ R o u g h y e d s o f Ye s t e r y e a r ’ .

I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n W a l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aqualifi assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and ^

Health &Safey Audits. ^
Commercial Insurance Brokers

C a s t l e H o u s e . S c h o fi e l d S t r e e t , O l d l i a m . O L S I Q L

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

d i v f n

Gyoo dw fn

BE,S".T-O l d h a m C h a m b e r



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!

Hyneswood

J^ngineering
Sales

Ltd.

NEEDS

T
Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:

0161-627 4367

Registered in England No. 2223541

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
w o r k m a t e s i n t h e Ya n k e e ?

H e l p U s - H e l p Yo u r s e l v e s

If you are interested

phone Scott on

0161 -628 -3677Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds
or

Write to him at the Club Offices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform We’ve Cured
Headaches fo r
THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,

F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a j o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

1PLATT& HILL.
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

O ldham 0L8 2LZ❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ■Switch ■

Delta ●Soi.o ●Amkx Tel. 0161 621 4400 .Fax: 0161 621 4408



Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

W-
wr^<

'.Vi .
■ m

il;

-^ ^'

For the best coverage i
of a l l oca l news and

sport.

Read Roger
Halstead’s news and

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

/
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Pumps/\
R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N 6 - T & C

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D M O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

HAND RAIL -N.D.F PROFILES

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Tel . 0161 678 6111 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

As approved distributor for

many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, tve
support an extensive stock

range tvith guaranteed delivery
and unrivaUed technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u c b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

O N E o f t h e

proudest moments

in British rugby

ieague history took

p i a c e e x a c t l y 8 5

y e a r s a g o , o n

S a t u r d a y 4 t h J u l y

1914.

On that day Great Britain met Australia at

Sydney Cricket Ground in the deciding third
t e s t o f t h e 1 9 1 4 t o u r . T h a t m a t c h w a s o n e o f

the many las t minu te changes fo rced upon

B r i t a i n b y t h e A u s t r a l i a n s w h i c h t o t a l l y

disrupted the tourists’ playing and training

plans.

occasions. Australia have won the last twelve

A s h e s s e r i e s . T h e l a s t t i m e G r e a t B r i t a i n

claimed the Ashes was on this day in 1970,

Saturday 4th July. Sydney Cricket Ground was

a g a i n t h e s e t t i n g f o r a d e c i s i v e t h i r d t e s t

w h i c h , o n t h i s o c c a s i o n , a t t r a c t e d a n

attendance of 61,258. Britain scored five

tries to Australia's one in their 21-17 victory,

t h e fi n a l t o u c h d o w n c o m i n g f r o m s t a n d - o f f

Roger Mi l lward (Hu l l KR) who a lso landed

three goals.

There were five Hul l KR players on the

1979 tour of Austra las ia, Phi l Hogan, Br ian

Lockwood, Mike Smith, David Watkinson and

R o g e r M i l l w a r d , w h o w a s m a k i n g a t h i r d

successive trip. On Wednesday 4th July 1979

Britain met Western Division at Orange in a

match which involved three of those players.

Brian Lockwood and Phil Hogan formed the

s e c o n d - r o w w h i l s t D a v i d W a t k i n s o n w a s o n

the bench. Britain won the match 19-12 with

Hogan scoring one of the three British tries.
In 1995 the international action had

moved on to New Zealand when, on Tuesday

4th July, the BARLA under-18s opened their

tour of New Zealand with a16-8 victory over

Canterbury at Christchurch Showground.

There were two Humberside juniors involved

i n t h a t m a t c h , p r o p D a v i d H o l d s t o c k a n d

substitute Matt Farmer, both of West Hull.

There was athird West Hull Junior in that tour

squad, Steve Hepworth, but he did not play in

that match. Surprisingly, no players from the

O l d h a m a r e a w e r e s e l e c t e d f o r t h a t t o u r

although Dr David Atherton, who is connected

with Higginshaw, accompanied the party.

F i n a l l y , i t w a s o n t h i s d a y i n 1 8 9 9 ,

Tuesday 4 th Ju ly, tha t the Oldham Ath le t i c

f o o t b a l l C l u b w a s o f fi c i a l l y f o u n d e d b y

m e m b e r s o f t h e P i n e V i l l a F C w h o h a d

themselves been formed two years previously.

JULY

4

T h e L i o n s w o n t h e fi r s t t e s t 2 3 - 5 b u t t h e n

l os t the second in te rna t iona l 12 -7 on ly 48

hours after their first test victory. Amazingly,

the Australians then decided to play the third

test on the following Saturday. That is, all

t h r e e t e s t s i n e i g h t d a y s . T h e L i o n s h a d

suffered severa l in jur ies in the second test

and went into the final test with adepleted

team which played under protest. There were

three Oldham players in that third test team,

full-back Alf Wood, centre Billy Hall and prop

Dave Holland. Britain suffered further injuries

in the game and at one point were reduced to
ten men.

D e s p i t e a i l t h e s e p r o b l e m s B r i t a i n

de fended magn i ficen t l y and s t i l l f ound the

t ime and energy to bui ld up a14-0 lead, Alf

Wood hav ing landed two penal t ies and two
conversions. Late in the match Australia

s c o r e d t w o t r i e s a n d t h r e a t e n e d t o s n a t c h

victory and with it the test series but Britain

held out to win 14-6 in amatch which ever

s i n c e h a s b e e n k n o w n a s ‘ t h e R o r k e ’ s D r i f t

Test ’ .

T h e r e h a v e b e e n 3 8 t e s t s e r i e s b e t w e e n

Great Britain and Australia with each nation

h a v i n g l i f t e d t h e A s h e s o n n i n e t e e n

Wherever you see this sign you con be assured

of an efficient and prafessional approach

to any p rope r t y ma t te r

7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne |J

RYDER (g?
DUTTON

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 VALUERS AND S< IRVETORS



[ft Alliance Div One
O L D H A M 1 0

F E A T H E R S T O N E 3 4
Alliance

IFirst
Division

Fixtures

W H A T s t o o d o u t w a s t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n

s i ze be tween Fea the rs tone ’s p l aye rs ,

l a r g e l y g r a d u a t e s f r o m t h e c l u b ’ s

Academy side and therefore regulars on

the weights at the Lionheart Stadium’s

excellent facilities, and Oldham’s. Apart

from Craig Barker and the experienced

backrow of Perrett, Peralta and Prescott,

O l d h a m fi e l d e d a t e a m p r e t t y w e l l a l l

f r e s h f r o m t h e a m a t e u r r a n k s . N o t

surprisingly the lads struggled to cope

and at 10-28 at half-time looked likely to

t a k e a h a m m e r i n g . T h a t t h e y d i d n o t ,

c o n c e d i n g o n l y o n e f u r t h e r s c o r e , i s

m u c h t o t h e i r c r e d i t a n d a l l c a n t a k e

pride in their second-half tackling stint.

O l d h a m ’ s t r i e s c a m e f r o m P e r a l t a a n d

Barker with Coates kicking agoal.

■ f-

Coach Graeme Bradley

Mar 16 Batley Bulldogs H

25 Leigh Centurions H
31 Hunslet Hawks H

April 8 Featherstone R. A

14 Dewsbury Rams H
24 West Cumbria A

28 Swinton Lions A

May 5 Keighley Cougars H

13 Dewsbury Rams A
19 Swinton Lions H

29 Barrow B. R,

June 10 Rochdaie Hornets H

12 West Cumbria H

19 Batley Bulldogs A 1 8 - 3 6
23 Featherstone R. H 1 0 - 3 4

July 1 Keighley CougarsA
10 Barrow B. R. H

14 Hunslet Hawks A

21 Leigh Centurions A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd
Aug 14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd

18 Rochdale Hornets H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd

Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final
25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

6-40

26-14

29-29

4-39

P

24-10

36-24

8-22

4-25

28-39

24 -42

16-44

A

P

JUST INI -JUST INI -JUST INI

A N e w R a n g e O f P o l o s h i r t s - f T S h i r t s

Av a i l a b l e F r o m T h e C l u b S h o p

A l l S i z e s , S u p e r C o l o u r s

S o P a y U s AV i s i t

64, Union Street, Oldham
F o r D e t a i l s T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999



AcmPomr focused service Po Phe waPer indusPctf
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n & M a i n t e n a n c e

Pre installation Surveys

I n s t a l l a t i o n o f A u t o m a t i c M e t e r

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
"New Earth House' 159 Huddersfield Road, Oldham. OLl SPA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s
Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 3 5 4 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 5 1 9 7

e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

Q V'WDH
a m e m b e r o f t h e

iNTEX ISO 9002 MTKMM.

ACCKtKrATnil

OfCERmCATIOli

Delivery Management
and Support Sen/ices

REGiSTER^COKPAMY

At l an t i c G roup P l c
BSENIS09002 CerttflcoleNo.9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business
& O L D H A M R . L . F . C .

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems

contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard

Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge

F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s

0161 -366 6535

0161 -339 6140

0161 -624 2550

0161 -681 5600

[27]
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Player Sponsorship
t4 I' C

F
*

●.|C-

A
Ji ,A--

A eujn: pi -

4?.P«N

hr

f l
V

4l

'●!||
pS®s3r«'

V

yJ
\

r

5%^
■ r»■S'"

Back Row (I to r): Gary Coulter, Nathan Varley, Jim Rogers, Adam Browne, Gary Keegan, Craig Barker,
Paul Round, Chris Coop, Adam Baker, Robert Ward, Mick Farreil, Daniel Wood

Front Row: Jason Brassington, Rhys Winston, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Michaei Coates, Craig Milner

Jim Rogers -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Browne -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Gary Keegan -sponsored by
Saddleworth Heating Limited

Stamford Road, Oldham
Tel 0161 665 3454

Chris Coop ■sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Baker -sponsored by

Harry Long (0/M) Ltd

Lower Victoria Street, Chadderton
Tel : 0161 626 9175

Jason Brassington -sponsored by
Gaskell &Co. Estate Agents

148 Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 620 1427

Rhys Winston -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

David Lewis -sponsored by
P l a t t & H i l l F o a m & F i b r e F i l l i n g s

Belgrave Mill, Fitton Hill Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 621 4400

Michaei Coates ■sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Warren Druggitt -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Henry Broomhaii -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Craig Miiner -sponsored by
M i c k H a r r o p

Domino Engineering

Andrew Livesey -sponsored by
National Westminster Bank plc, N. E. Manchester Business Centre,

10 Yorkshire St, Oldham. Contact Robert Dolan Area Sales Business Advisor

Tel: 0385 371395 Promoting Small Businesses in Oldham

NB: Some Players featured in the above team group are already sponsored in the group on p. 19.

Speedy H i re Cen t res (No r the rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season



by Match Analysis 1999Match

©®©11

IIJANUARY

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879

L6-12 2500

L12-34 1000

Casey

Round

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley Martindaie

Quinlan 1G Martindaie

Q u i n l a n G C o u l t e r T

Coulter

Coulter

Boslock

Leuila T

Prescott

Barker

Prescott

Fitzpatrick

A . N . Q t h e r T

Round

A.N.Qther

Fitzpatrick

Farrell G

Farrell

Quinlan Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook

Crook

Crook G

Barker

Barker

Farrell

Mead

ShawCleggLeuila17 Widnes

24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

Clegg ShawA.N.Qther Mead Leuila

Shaw Coulter Jackman

Quinlan Jackman

Perrett M a r t i n d a i e

Perrett S h a w

Round

Coulter

Coulter

Coulter

Peralta

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott IT

Perrett

Quinlan

Quinlan

Perrett

Peralta

Peralta

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook

Crook

Jackman

Jackman

Brown IT

Brown

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg IT

Clegg

Clegg IT

Clegg

1ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764

LO-30 1018

Minut 3G

Minut

Minut 2G

Mead 2T Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Bostock

Bostock ShawMead7Batley Bulldogs

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd WIS-IO 1620 Brown 1T1G ShawMead1T

Peralta CrookBostock Brown 1G28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd L2-18 1438

MARCH

Minut Mead

Quinlan 2G

Perrett

Perrett

Perrett

Brown 2T

Brown 1G

Brown

Brown

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Ciegg Shaw Perrett Martindaie

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda ie

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda ie

Peralta Martindaie

Coulter

Coulter

Jackman

Farrell

PrescottW24-20 1123 Minut 2G

Minut

Mead Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

B o s t o c k 2 T M c N i c h o l a s J a c k m a n12 BARROW B.R.

17 HuIlK. R.

21 Hunslet Hawks

28 WIDNES V IK INGS L IB -33

APRIL

2Doncas te r Dragons W27-12 878

5LEIGH CENTURIDNS L20-26 2163

L18-24 500

L14-43 1125

Clegg Shaw PrescottBostock IT McNicholas C r o o k

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

Jackman IT McNicholas 2T Wood3G

D8-8 2060 Mead

Clegg Prescott

Prescott

ShawPeralta

Shaw

L2-44 1533 Minut

Minut

Mead

QuintanMead

Prescott Martindaie V a r l e y

Prescott Martindaie V a r l e y

Prescott Martindaie IT Barker

Prescott Martindaie C r o o k e

Lewis Crook Peralta

Peralta

Farrell McNicholas IT Wood 1T3G1DG Brown IT

Farrell IT McNicholas Wood4G B r o w n

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s I T C r o o k

F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s W o o d I G B r o w n 1 T

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg ShawMinut Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Ciegg Shaw Quinlan

Varley

Barker

CrookMead 2TMinut

Clegg Shaw RoundBrownMinut 3G Mead11 Bramley

25 YQRK Clegg Round PeraltaVarleyMinut Mead IT

MAY

1 SILK CUT CC Final

3 Rochdale Hornets L18-29 1568

9 Keighley Cougars L28-32 1842

23 Swinton Lions

30 WHITEHAVEN W. L24-32 775

Prescott Martindaie 1T Quinlan

Quinlan Sinfield

Varley

Varley IT

Varley

Varley

Round Sinfield

Peralta

F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s C r o o k 5 G

Far re l l IT McNicho las 2T Crook

Farrell McNicholas C r o o k

Jackman McNicholas C r o o k

Brown

Brown IT, 3G

Brown IT, 4G

Brown 4G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Peralta Clegg IT

Round

Round IT

Round IT

Minut Mead

Mead

Mead

Mead

Wood

Coates

Coates

Fitzpatrick

Jackman

Prescott

Minut WoodIG

Jackman

Farrell

Clegg IT

Clegg 1T

Sinfield

Sinfield IT

Shaw Quinlan ITL24-31 1478 Minut

Shaw BarketMinut

JUNE

Brown 1G

Brown 3G

Brown 5G

Brown 1T1G

Brown

Clegg

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Barker

Hough IT

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Peralta Round

Round

Round

Round IT

Round

Varley Shaw IT Coates

Darkes

Farrell

C o a t e s 1 G

Perrett

Darkes

Barker

Barker

Barker

Hough

Jackman IT

Jackman IT

Jackman

Peralta

Peralta

Sintield

Prescott

6Workington Town W22-17 1148 Minut IT M e a d

9FEATHERSTONE

13 ROCHDALE

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS D20-20 1013 Far re l l

27 Featherstone Rovers L6-61 1437 Farrell 1T1G M e a d

Leuila IT

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Sinfield

Farrell McNicholas Crook 2T

Farrell McNicholas Crook 1T

Darkes IT McNichoias C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas IT C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas C r o o k

Clegg Varley ShawL18-25 901

W26-18 3023

Minut Mead

Mead

Mead

Clegg Varley

Peralta

Peralta

ShawMinut IT

Clegg ShawIT Jackman

JackmanShaw

JULY

4HULLK. R.

7DEWBURYRAMS

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 UNCASHIRE LYNX

29 York

H

H

A

H

A

H7.45

A

H7.45

K

A
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.

The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
locat ion and exce l lent communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.oldham.gqv.uk ̂
I

O L D H A M D O O D
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T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

*
C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

I M i c k F A R R E L L

2Adrian MEAD

3Ian SINFIELD

4Richard DARKES

5Joe McNICHOLAS
6Paul CROOK

7Daniel BROWN

8Leo CASEY

9John HOUGH

10 Jason CLEGG
IIPaul ROUND

12 Emmanuel PERALTA

13 Graeme SHAW

14 MarkPERRETT

15 Criag BARKER

Associate Match

Lansdowne Roofing

Associate Match

Royal Bank of
Scotland

Man of the Match

Goodwin Best

Match Ball

Doughtys Gym
16 Emmerson JACKMAN

17 Mike PRESCOTT

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s

Coach Dave Harrison

IRichard SMITH

2Jon WRAY
3Paul FLETCHER

4Whetu TAEWA

5Lee SIBARY

6Stanley GENE
7 C h r i s K I T C H I N G

8David LUCKWELL

9Richard CHAMBERLAIN

1 0 A l e x T H O M P S O N

IIAndy SMITH
12 Ian HUGHES

1 3 C h r i s C H A R L E S

14 Wayne PARKER
15 Mike DIXON

Today’s Referee
Mr S teve N icho lson

Touch Judges
M r P e t e W h a r t o n

M r P a u l G r i r a s h a w
16 Craig HARDY
1 7 D e s H A R R I S O N

^ A F T E R T H E N A T C H V I S I T N R W R I G L E Y S

ym.


