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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chairman’s Chatter
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Chairman

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stewart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

Med ia &Marke t i ng Manage r (Hon )

Brian Walker

Club Secretary
Louise Wilson

L o t t e r y M a n a g e r

Scott Claber

Head Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Assistant Coach/Alliance Coach

Graeme Bradley

Physiotherapists

Alison Boyd (1st Team)
J o h n a t h a n T h o m a s ( A l l i a n c e )

T r a i n e r - C o n d i t i o n e r

Tony Ogden

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper
John Barrett

Club Doctor

D r P h i l K e r s h a w

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Statistics

John Blair

Programme Editor

Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

A J L a w C u p W i n n e r s 1 9 9 8

Trans Penn ine Cup
F i n a l i s t s 1 9 9 8

T O N I G H T w e a r e b a c k a t

S p o t l a n d a f t e r a v e r y

successful evening at

Boundary Park last Sunday.
G a m e s s e e m t o b e

coming thick and fast at the
moment, so to have won

two and just lose to
F e a t h e r s t o n e i s n o t a b a d

a c h i e v e m e n t . L e t ’ s h o p e
that we have now turned the

c o r n e r a n d t h a t o u r l u c k

s t a r t s t o g e t b e t t e r. T h e

in jury to Nathan Var ley is
n o t a s s e r i o u s a s fi r s t

f e a r e d b u t h i s e a r l y

d e p a r t u r e f r o m t h e

Rochdale game just
u n d e r l i n e s h o w o u r s e a s o n

has gone.

Ithought the ‘ turnout’ last Sunday was tremendous and

the support the players got vocally made adifference. It again

underlined the potential in the town and we are striving to get

the Club as strong as possible to utilise that potential. Nobody

has amagic wand to make things click from the word go, but

believe me this Club is making rapid strides even if they are
not a l l ev ident to the fans a t th is moment in t ime.

Batley will provide us with another test this evening but

after the 30-0 defeat in the first game of this season the lads
s h o u l d n e e d n o m o t i v a t i o n w h a t s o e v e r t o t a k e o n t o t h e fi e l d

with them. Batley are ahard-working side so we will need to

concentrate for the full game.

At the present time the RFL is working on proposals for

News Corporation Distributions for the Year 2000 and beyond.

If the changes are made that Ifeel are necessary, the the good
of the game (and by that Imean the survival of the game) then

we are about to enter the most impor tant t ime s ince the

breakaway to form the Northern Union.

Clubs cannot carry on being run simply chasing adream.

There has to be alarge dose of reality delivered to them, and

now is the time. It all sounds very serious and it certainly is -I

see it almost as a‘now or never’ situation. Only time will tell if

the game has the nerve and foresight to see it through.

Enjoy the game.

Christopher Hamilton

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y

REFLECT THOSE OF THE MAN/^EMENT_AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.

Country Oven (mic) Ltd.
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

oO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
THE tremendous success of last Sunday night's big Charter Day celebration event at Boundary Park
provided plenty of food for thought.

First of all, congratulations are in order to Chris Hamilton, his fellow directors, and all the office staff
in Union Street. They must have put in weeks of work to organise an event of that scale and the smooth
running of the entire operation was no doubt due to the preparation that had taken place, the
attention to detail and the professionalism of the many people who were involved in the planning.

It was agreat pity that the RAF Falcons parachute team was unable to drop in because of
the cloud cover and that there was insufficient wind in Boundary Park to get the balloons
airborne, but we won’t blame the Roughyeds for that.

It was good to see all four sides of the stadium open and an attendance

of 3,023 which generated aterrific atmosphere, assisted in no small measure
by the numbers of enthusiastic youngsters.

The half-time display by the young people who will be representing the

borough of Oldham at avariety of sports in this weekend's Greater Manchester
Youth Games was anice touch which reminded us appropriately that this was not

just aRugby League occasion but an event of wider significance in which the

Roughyeds had been given the responsibility of playing aleading role in the
Borough’s 150th Anniversary Celebrations.

They shouldered that responsibil i ty magnificently on anight which
enhanced the belief that future success of professional sport in the town -and
by that Imean Oldham Athletic as well as Oldham RLFC -will depend to some
degree on close links with Oldham Council and the local sporting community as a
whole.

If the future lies with our young people they have to see practical evidence
of the development of links between Council, the Roughyeds, Athletic, the
schools, amateur sporting organisations and local youth groups.

Roughyeds have launched aCashback scheme which encourages
schools and youth organisations to raise funds by bringing groups of — -

youngsters to home games. One hopes last Sunday’s game was merely
the start and that promotions like this will continue to be extended and I
developed.

It isn’t easy, of course, when the team is playing out of town and that brings
me to another point. We got asample last Sunday of what will be within the

Club’s grasp if and when the proposed new stadium is up and running in
Oldham.

It can’t come quickly enough. The players were delighted to be back on

home soil, to be playing in front of agood crowd and to feel part of an
“occasion” that had the name of Oldham running right through it.

To stage such an event, of course, requires facilities and the fact that the
organisers had to use agiant marquee on the car park and make extensive use
of the Clayton Arms -and I’m sure they were extremely grateful for that -does
tend to under l ine the fact that Boundary Park’s corporate hospi ta l i ty faci l i t ies

are extremely l imited by 1999 standards.
The Club knows and accepts that and does, indeed, put it forward as one

of the main reasons for agreeing in principle to push for the new stadium.

Congratulations are due also to Brian Walker and his helpers for organising
the turn-up of around 90 former players. To get so many ex-players to turn up was

atriumph for sheer hard work and determination, but it also proved that players of
yesteryear can still play arole in the Club’s future.

It would be apity if the Club were to lose touch with
3m again now the big event is over. The old boys
r rov ide the base fo r an assoc ia t i on tha t wou ld no t

only provide social activities for its members, but from
which could be developed the basis for an active ^'
support group.

Finally, well done to coaching staff and players, a
Oh, and aword or two for Stuart Cummings. It was aJ
pleasure to see aNorthern Ford Premiership game ’

handled by aSuper League referee -and good to see

an Oldham win on such an important occasion.
Two wins out of three now. Whisper i t , but things

’ht be on the up and up.

In Luxury
R' Coach Travel

The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

Chadderton,

k \ O l d h a m O L 9 9 L E

i\ Tel: 0161 633 3870
Fax; 0161 345 9347
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

Fax 0161 655 4043
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
W E ’ R E A L L S E T . . .

-to provide afirst class building

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 SPY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 ●Fax: 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
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LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH Ft chip

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

For prompt &personal attention
TO

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3■Market Hall

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL WILLOW STREET ●

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00 ■5.30

Trade Welcome
0161 633 0074

DRONSFIELDS

DELPH NEW ROAD, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New (S Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

O



M I C K C O A T E S

Game On ●●●

WELCOME to all the Batley players,

officials and, most important, their

travelling fans.

We have just passed the half-way

stage now and with us having got

two wins in the past week let ’s

hope for abetter second half to

the season.

We are still in need of team

s t r e n g t h e n i n g b u t a s i t s t a n d s

there is nothing to report.

Abig thank you to everyone

who attended the Rochdale game

which was played in Oldham. “It

really did feel good”. All those

kids running on the field to

c o l l e c t t h e b a l l o o n s b e f o r e

kick-off Just wouldn’t have

been there if we had played

at Rochdale, and having a

c r o w d i n a l l f o u r s t a n d s o f

the ground was great.

T h i s i s a b i g t h a n k

y o u f r o m m e a n d t h e

p l a y e r s I t w a s m u c h

appreciated.

Let’s hope for agood

game and agood result

f o r O l d h a m

crossed.

fingers

Mick

P V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Tel . 0161 624 5962 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
Halifax. Add to these Ellery Handley (St. Helens),
J o h n K e r r ( S h e f fi e l d ) a n d M a i R e i l l y

(Huddersfield). Then look to the Northern Ford

Premiership and ahost of fine coaches: Dave
Harrison (Hull K.R.), Neil Kelly (Dewsbury), David

Plange (Hunslet), Peter Roe (Featherstone), Andy
Platt (Workington), David Ward (Batley), Paul

Charlton (Barrow), Mike Ford (Bramley), Mike

Gregory (Swinton), Deryck Fox (Rochdale), Colin
Whitfield (Widnes). And what do they all have in

common? They're all British and they’re all good.

So, instead of reaching for the guns let’s hope

that there are no more coaching casualties this
season after the recent spate of blood -letting.

Indeed, wouldn’t it be interesting if there were a

rule barring clubs from firing their coaches in the
middle of aseason? Now that would put some

people’s judgement to the test!

WHO WOULD be acoach? With coaches losing

their Jobs thick and fast it begs the question,
‘what price failure?’ And what constitutes failure

anyway? Only one team can win the Challenge

Cup and only one team can win the Grand Final
i n each d i v i s i on . A re the res t f a i l u res? Or under

the current system can we add four more clubs

in each division to the list of successful sides by

virtue of reaching the play-offs? That still leaves

at least 21 teams, assuming no side wins two

competitions, that will have failed, at least

Judging by the reaction of Directors whose first
response to alowly league position is to reach

for the shotgun.
But is this ahealthy reaction? How can any

club sustain along-term development plan if at

the first sign of stormy seas the man at the helm

is made to walk the plank? And, if he has a
contract which has to be paid up, is this not a

complete waste of much needed funds. And

w h e n t h e n e x t a p p o i n t m e n t i s a n o b s c u r e

Australian (John Harvey -who he?) or abig name

Brit (not many of those around, however), both
expensive options, doesn’t it leave you

questioning the Judgement of the people making

the appointment?

So, how exactly do you measure success?

Well, in the current climate any team which
c a n i m p r o v e i t s a v e r a g e a t t e n d a n c e i s

successful (Castleford).

Any side which finishes higher up the league
ladder than the previous year is successful

(Wakefield, Leigh, Workington).

A n y c l u b w h i c h c a n d e m o n s t r a t e a

production line of talent coming through the
junior ranks is successful (Hull F.C., Salford,

Batley).

the df f11: JaI

ba LLsbp(31.1 et

td the

R U a b y b e e a b e

Any club able to balance the books and
ma in ta in a team fo r spec ta to rs t o wa tch i s

successful (Oldham).

And any s ide which ho lds out hope o f bet ter

things to come -after all along injury list can
r u i n a n y t e a m ’ s c u r r e n t s e a s o n - i s a l s o

successful (Swinton, Rochdale).

And, as for coaches, consider the following.
Arguably the two best coaches in British Rugby

League currently, given their resources, are Andy
Ke l i y a t Wakefie ld and John Pend lebury a t

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEE
Founded !9!4

\family finance \family finance
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satisfied with your
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Lansdowne Tradihc

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank

TllC of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland

4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton -Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
No. 90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

^Seton ^ho/n
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesP/cHealthcare

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LW AY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
l/l/e may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,

Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S Tliomas
Cook

?^cheS\

»EDELLE«ACCIDENT

ASSISTANCE
UPHOLSTERY LTD

The Royal Bank

of Scotland



JUNIOR

Roughyeds
HI TO ALL THE

JUNIOR

ROUGHYEDS

May we ex tend a

very warm Oldham

welcome to our

After we arrived we went onto the pitch

for alook round. When it was time to get

ready Igo t changed in the boardroom

a n d t h e n I w a i t e d f o r t h e p l a y e r s t o

come out. Leo Casey took me out on to

t h e p i t c h a n d I s h o o k h a n d s w i t h t h e

referee. Af ter Ihad my picture taken I

ran off the field to watch the game. I

can’t wait to be mascot again and

hopefully we will win this time!

good f r iends f rom

Batley.

We hope the

B u l l d o g s J u n i o r s ,

s u p p o r t e r s a n d

officials enjoy their
visit.

❖❖❖Si

Debra Rafferty

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We would like to send out Happy

Birthday wishes to the Junior Roughyeds

having birthday’s in June.

❖

The lucky Junior Roughyed to be chosen

as mascot against Rochdale was James

Hutch inson . James i s 9years o ld and

at tends St . Mar t in ’s Schoo l . He p lays

rugby for St. Anne’s.

J a m e s ’ f a v o u r i t e p l a y e r i s J a s o n

Clegg. James was busy after his mascot

dut ies as he is one of our very hard

working Ballboys. We hope you had a

fabulous day James.

Callum Casey
N i c h o l a s Wa t t e r s o n

J a m e s M i l l s

Frankie Byrne
John Wood

Paul Rafferty

6th

10th

19th

8th

18th

28th

Hope you all enjoy your day.

❖❖❖ ❖❖❖

The mascot for the day against Bramley
w a s L u k e H a m i l t o n . T h i s i s w h a t L u k e

though of his day.

My Day as aMascot

by Luke Alexander
Hamilton

I w a s m a s c o t f o r t h e

B r a m l e y g a m e . I

travelled on the team

coach with my brother,

J o r d a n , a n d m y d a d .

W e l l , e n j o y t h e g a m e e v e r y o n e a n d
c o m e o n O l d h a m - l e t ’ s h a v e a w i n !

■ ‘
Debra Rafferty

R a c j s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e

C O M M U N I T Y A N D R A C I S M H A S N O PA RT TO P L AY I N O U R S P O RT.

R a c i s t l a n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

S U C H c o n d u c t w i l l f a c e t h e s e v e r e s t p e n a l t i e s a v i i l a b l e .

W e m u s t a l l t a c k l e r a c i s m a n d e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y

l e a g u e i s a g a m e f o r a l l .
Luke Hamilton

Tota l F i tness

Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds



FORMER PLAYERS

CHARTEl
I

SUNDAY’S Boundary Park gathering of almost 100 former Oldham club stalwarts was aresounding

success. Celebrations, sweetened further by knocking out an exciting victory over Hornets, went on

well into the night and some seriously believed the firework display on Oldham Edge had been laid on

just for them! The evening will now hopefully provide the springboard for avibrant and well subscribed

ex p iayers assoc ia t ion .

An especiai thanks to everyone (particularly the Supporters Club) who spent agood part of their

weekend in helping

p r e p a r e f o r t h e e v e n t ,

p r o v i d i n g a w a r m w e l c o m e

f o r s o m e w h o w e r e

m a k i n g t h e i r fi r s t t r i p

b a c k t o t h e t o w n s i n c e

iast representing the club

on the field.

km●

J3H

5*1^
%

Hooker Len McIntyre forms a
new front row with Oldham

Supporters Margaret Ogden &
Sylvia Patterson.

ijuXi
Brian Walker

Some of the action -

I
i r J i

I
m
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J o e C o l l i n s , c o l u m n i s t D o n Ya te s a n d

John Etty

5 0 ’ s s t a l w a r t s D e s M c K e o w n a n d

Harold Lomas

B a r b a r i a n A d r i a n A l e x a n d e r w i t h f o r m e r

coach &player Eric Fitzsimons

■
m-

<i;

fc-J

I

iw;(
7fob

i*!*:
s

ll IV,<

50's squad Alan Kellett, Jack Doughty,
Alan Jones, Frank Stirrup &Alan Davies

From the s ix t ies Trevor S imms, John

D o n o v a n a n d J i m M c C o r m a c k

Welsh International Norman Harris

with fellow Welshman Bob Pugsley

PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

[12:



TURN OUT IN FORCE!

through Hunter

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

iSlIii 0161 284 9000



T O D A Y ' S V I S I T O R S

Batley Bulldogs
understudy to Glen Tomlinson, which kept him out of the side. A
talented player.

GARY LORD Prop/Second Row

Gary joined from Wakefield in January 1999. Tremendous track
record having held his place at Super League level throughout
his career. Club Captain. Fitness fanatic. Ex Oldham Bears.

MARK CASS Hooker/Scrum Half

Rated as the best bargain ever when he signed from Hull F.C. in
1992. Previously played with Middleton. Past Player of the Year.

Has played over 160 games for the Club, scoring 40 tries.
Known as "Classy Cass”

CHRIS McWlLLlAM Prop Fonward

Chr is i s an Aust ra l ian o f Scot t i sh descent who s igned f rom

Keighley Cougars having played with Ovenden Amateurs. Leads
by example. Puts atremendous amount of effort into his game
having played over 80 games for the Club. Well respected by his
colleagues.

ANDY WRAY Prop/Second Row

Previously with Featherstone Rovers, now asettled first Team
member. Very good Clubman. 21 appearances in his first
season. Highly rated.

BRETT PATTERSON Stand Off/Second Row

Played 9times with Dewsbury Rams last season scoring nine
tr ies, Austral ian from New South Wales, At 6’ 3” tal l weighing

17 stone apower to be reckoned with. Very useful addit ion to

the Bulldogs Squad for 1999.

JOHN CLARKE Hooker/Loose Forward

Another new rec ru i t John had aspe l l a t Huns le t Hawks las t

season but suffered abad injury. Now gett ing back to fitness.

GB Academy International. Joined Oldham from the East Leeds
side after asuccessful Junior career.

N E I L B R A D B R O O K S e c o n d R o w

Neil Joined in the 1997 season following spells at Hunslet
Hawks, Doncaster and Feathers tone Rovers . He p layed most

from the subs bench last season but always impressed when he

got his chance. Highly rated by coach David Ward.
TONY WALTON Second Row

Joined the Cub from Doncaster in the 1993 season. BARLA GB

player with well over 100 appearances for the Club. Missed out
on the F ina l o f t he Trans Penn ine Cup , bu t he go t a r i ch l y

d e s e r v e d W i n n e r s M e d a l i n 1 9 9 8 .

GRAHAM MIDDLETON Prop/Second Row

Graham joined from the Leeds club in the Autumn of 1993.
Although injury and dispute interrupted Grahams career, he is a
real battler and has fought his way back into contention.

DARREN MOXON Prop/Centre

Darren Joined Batley from Bradford Northern in 1992, and has
played mostly at centre with agreat deal of success. His best
season saw him score 27 tries and equal the Club’s post war try

scoring record. Following abad knee injury Darren is now back,
chomping at the bit to get back into the first team.
PAUL HARRISON Centre/Loose Forward

Paul Joined the club from Hull in 1994 and he has played 90
games for the club. Took on the loose forward berth most
successfully last season and had had atremendous start to the

1999 season. Younger brother of Karl.
G R A N T M I E R S S e c o n d R o w

Young, talented Australian. Joined the Club from Quiton
A.R.L.F.C. where he had atremendous 1st season, taking home

atreasured medal f rom the Trans Pennine Trophy. Back for a

second spell.
L E E B A R D A U S K A S

Recently Joined the club from Castleford. Still only 19 with Super
League experience and aspell at Bradford Bulls. Good ball
handler.

DAVID WARD Head Coach &Football Director

As ap layer Dav id had ad is t ingu ished career w i th Work ington

Town and Leeds as aHooker and Captain. He also has twelve

Caps for Great Britain. He started his coaching career in 1986

with Hunslet and during his spell there they became Champions
o f D i v i s i o n 2 a n d w e r e b e a t e n fi n a l i s t s i n t h e D i v i s i o n 2

Premiership. He was then coach at Leeds before taking up his

fi r s t s p e l l a t B a t l e y b e t w e e n 1 9 9 1 a r i d 1 9 9 4 . H i s l a s t

a p p o i n t m e n t a s c o a c h w a s a t F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s b e f o r e

commencing his present spell with the Bulldogs. As aBatley lad

he is apopular choice of coach among players and supporters

alike and is so well respected that he has been invited onto the
B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s a t t h e C l u b .

JEREMY DYSON Full Back/Centre

F i r s t j o i n e d B a t l e y i n t h e 1 9 9 2 / 9 3 s e a s o n f o l l o w i n g a v e r y

successful BARLA GB Tour of New Zealand, having played at Hull

K .R . P layed h is Jun io r rugby a t Shaw Cross and Thornh i l l ,

Schoolboy Honours, Yorkshire U16s -19s and BARU GB U19s.

CRAIG LINGARD Full Back/Centre

Joined the Club in 1998 after aspell at Sheffield Eagles. Played

Junior and Schools Rugby with Sharlston, Featherstone Juniors,

Crofton and Yorkshire Schools. Very highly rated prospect.

NICK SIMPSON Full Back/Centre

Signed in 1998 from Bradford Bulls. Played for Dudley Hill as an

a m a t e u r. To u r e d A u s t r a l i a w i t h B A R L A G B U 1 9 s . R e c e n t l y

graduated having represented Yorkshire and England University
sides.

SIMON JACKSON Full Back/Stand off

Signed for Bulldogs Academy in 1995, and progressed through

the Alliance side into first team squad. Fast, elusive runner.

LEE BARGATE Winger/Centre

Lee is in his second spell at Batley, having initially signed from

M i d d l e t o n A m a t e u r s i n 1 9 9 0 . H e t h e n w e n t t o F e a t h e r s t o n e

Rovers before being persuaded to return to Mount Pleasant by

David Ward. Regular first teamer in 1998.

STEVE WALKER Centre/Wing/ Full Back

Signed from Dudley Hill in 1992. Played over 130 games for the

Bulldogs in all three positions and has scored 54 tries.

W A Y N E F L Y N N C e n t r e

Jo ined the Bu l ldogs dur ing the c lose season f rom She ffie ld

Eagles, Wayne suffered abad injury and never really established

himself at the Eagles. Previously starred with Trinity and was a

GB Academy player. Great acquisition for the Bulldogs.

ROGER SIMPSON Centre/Winger/Stand off/Full Back

Roger signed for the Bulldogs in January 1996 as part of the

deal that took Glen Tomlinson to Odsal. Capped for England v

France in 1995, but he deserved more Honours, 56

appearances sco r ing 28 t r i es fo r Ba t ley. Ve ry popu la r, we l l

respected.

PAUL GLEADHILL Winger
Paul followed coach David Ward at the start of the 1998

season, hav ing prev ious ly p layed a t Feathers tone Rovers . A

speedy and elusive winger, he is already making his mark having

played 24 games and notched 14 tries.

RICHARD PRICE Stand off/Goal Kicker

Signed from Sheffield Eagles in 1996. Broke Club Points Scoring

record in 1997 whilst scoring 22 tries and 110 goals, atotal of

308 points. To date he has scored well over 500 points for the

Club.

GARY BARNETT Scrum Half/Loose Forward

Signed from Bramley in 1995. Also coaches Stanningley Open

Age side very successfully. Batley’s Players’ Player of the Year
f o r t h e 1 9 9 8 s e a s o n .

N I G E L C R A V E N S c r u m H a l f

First signed for the Bulldogs in 1990. Very loyal to the Club.

Previously p layed wi th Bat ley Boys and Shaw Cross, and as

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F CTe l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Li t t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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^^Harlequ
Cabaret Bar

I

Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor t s

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis their son Billy

of the Tenerife Supporters Club
wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
BtUisVi

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Cabaret

Bar
Medifenanean

r FULLY AIRCONDITiON

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

■H-79 54 60

Garden
ifODINSo-

Local 2B-Ifenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEo
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DON YATES

Down Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a b a t l e y m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

of tries as Wigan coasted home 27 -0. Batiey’s

semi-finai opponents were the Roughyeds who

w e r e m i s s i n g f o u r t o u r i s t s , S i d R i x , E r n i e
Knapman, Bob Sioman and Aibert Brough. Batiey

were aiso understrength with their skipper and

inspirationai ioose-forward Frank Galiagher aiso
on board S.S. Moldavia sa i i ing towards the

adventure and intrigue of Australia. Mount
Pieasant housed acrowd of 9,500 who saw the

Gailant Youths puil off their biggest win of the
season 38 -0.

Despi te Bat ley 's crushing v ictory, Wigan

were stiil favourites to iift the titie when they met

at the Cliff, Broughton in afinal which attracted
acrowd of 13,729 and which, incidentally, was

refereed by Mr F. Mills of Oldham. The teams

lined up as follows:

Batley: Joe Robinson;Bryn Williams, George

Davidge, Flarry Rees, Bert Murray;Willie Scott,
Ike Fowler; George Ramsbottom, A. Brooke, J.

Leeming , S , Smi th , George Doug las &Fred
Carter.

Wigan: S. Oakley; J. Armstrong, Jerry Shea,

Tommy Parker, Attie van Fleerden; Syd Jerram, G.
Owens; A. Webster, H. Banks, F. Brown, George

van Rooyen, Fred Roffey &Percy Coldrick.
Batley began well and took the lead within

five minutes when winger Bert Murray crossed

for atry. This score gave the Gallant Youths
confidence and they con t inued to domina te

throughout the first half although the only other

score was apenalty from Oakley which reduced

Batiey’s half time lead to 3-2. After the break

Wigan were expected to race to v ic tory but
Batley continued their assault on the Wigan line

and it was only amatter of time before their lead
was increased. When Wigan did crack, once

again it was winger Murray who scored the try.
Rees added apenalty short ly afterwards and

then converted atry from Leeming which gave

Batley an unassai lable 13 -2lead. Armstrong

did score atry for Wigan which Oakley converted
l a te on bu t tha t was how the match fin ished w i th

Ba t l ey dese rved 13 -7w inne rs and League

Champions for the first and, so far, only time in
t h e i r h i s t o r y.

■BATLEY have been

Icrowned Champions of
■the Rugby League on just
Ione occasion. That was

75 years ago, back in the
1923-24 season when

the league table had a
much different look

about it than it does

today.

.\

a^

\
(There was just one

league, in those days

consisting of 27 clubs

and all clubs did not play

each other, hence the necessity of atop four

play off. Not only did clubs not play each other
but one club, St. Helens Rees, played only 32

matches whilst some played 34 matches, some

36 matches and four c lubs , Wigan , Leeds ,
Halifax and Hull played 38 matches. The final

table, therefore, was decided on apercentage

basis. Wigan were top with 82%, Batley second
with 71%, Oldham third on 67% and Leigh fourth

with 63%. Bramley were bottom on 21% and

Rochdale Hornets ended the season in eighth

posi t ion wi th 58%. Super League giants St .
Helens, Hull, Wakefield Trinity, Warrington,
Salford and Bradford Northern all finished in the

lower half of the table. Wigan won the Challenge

Cup, bea t ing O ldham before aWor ld record
crowd at Rochdale, Hull won the Yorkshire Cup

and St. Helens Rees won the Lancashire Cup.

The County Championships went, predictably, to

Wigan and Batley whilst the pie-eaters had the

top scorers, winger Johnny Ring crossing for 49
tr ies and ful l back Jim Sul l ivan landing 158

goals, aremarkable 78 more than his closest
rival.

W i g a n w e r e fi r m f a v o u r i t e s t o l i f t t h e

Championship despite the fact that five of their

players were absent en route to Australia with
the 1924 Lions. However, despite missing Jim

Sullivan, Johnny Ring, Danny Hurcombe, Tommy

Howley and Jack Pr i ce , Wigan comfor tab ly
disposed of Leigh in the Championship semi¬

final. Winger Attie van Heerden scored ahattrick

manu fac tu red hyd rau l i c equ ipmen t f o r t he
w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

I N E E R I N G T H E E U T U R E
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m t J K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 82 18 FAX: 0161 6264945

[it:
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship
PI

3 Mike Prescott

Hayneswood

Engineering Sales Ltd.
St Johns Mi l l

St John Street, Lees

0161 620 5337

Craig Barker

Blaineys High Class
B a k e r & C o n f e c t i o n e r s

V^73 Lees Road, Oldham
'0161 624 7391

John Hough

Nancy &Gerald

Fitzgerald

HI fed
w Josh Bostock Emerson Jackman Brian Quinian

David Macauley
Chartered Surveyor

‘Watersheddings’, Long

House Lane, Poulten le Fylde

M01253 883833

-a,
Ann &Anita

Bateson

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

07970 728501
-4

7

Daniei Brown |£U Afi Leu i l a

Levers Fish &Chip
Restaurant

O l d h a m M a r k e t H a l l

0161 633 0074

Paui Round

A l e x L o r dPennine Fencing &

Landscaping
01706 659703

Graeme Shaw

Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

Britannia Mill, Willow

Street, Oldham

yfi 0161 627 4237

Leo Casey M i c k M a r t i n d a i e
p-

David &Michael

Gough

G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

Oldham

0161 624 4301

■or'-

Joe McNichoias

Howard Houghton

Flooring Contractors Ltd.
579 Huddersfield Road

Waterhead

0161 627 2142

Nathan Variey

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Jason Cieggi]

Alpha Photography
Milnrow

01706 642446r'

£A

Adrian Mead

North Ainley &Co.
Solicitors

34 Clegg Street,
Oldham

0161 624 5614

Gary Coulter

Chaddy Pratts HP

1
Paul Crook

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Laurent Minut

Kwikprint Ltd.

Union Street,
Oldham

0161 626 7666

Emmanuel Peralta

S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
Oldham

0161 624 5962

M i c k C o a t e sM i c k F a r r e i i

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
01457 871717

\ L&

T
T-r

Graeme BradleyKevin Fitzpatrick

Target F in ish ing
S e r v i c e s L t d .

Bleasby Street, Oldham
0161 626 7436

M a r k P e r r e t t

Venda Valet Service

Neville Street Ind. Est.

Chadderton

0161 633 3793

m-'
a ●I

4- Stuart Cummings/

McVites Penguin

1
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GUEST WRITER

Monday, February 15

was, in my view, Leo

ICasey’s finest hour -at
Ileast, the first of
Iseveral finest hours -in

Ian Oldham jersey. The
Iway he drove in, and
Itackled down the

middle, during the first
_20 minutes in the cup-

tie against Dewsbury suggested that he

knew he was on for initial impact, and

then perhaps again off the bench for the

final quarter. But no. He just kept up the

commitment, non-stop, until his suffering

was relieved with the game virtually won.
Talk about leading from the front! Ithought
that he, with the rest of the front row not

f a r b e h i n d , w a s t h e m a i n r e a s o n f o r a

superb v ictory, and one that was very

important indeed in giving both players
and supporters confidence that we could

hold our own in this year’s Division 1. To

concede nothing in the 2nd half against a

side forecast to be challenging in the

Division was quite remarkable, especially

after the awful final quarter display in the
previous match at Batley.

Leo’s performance, and the way it was
c h e e r e d w h e n h e w a s a n n o u n c e d a s m a n

of the match, set me thinking about the

way RL crowds in general react to former
players. There are players, like him, who

are regarded as ‘one of ours’, wherever

they are playing, and whose return is

genuinely treated as acoming home. Andy
Goodway was another, of course. Similarly,

there are others who are sti l l regarded

with affection even when they are currently

playing elsewhere -Barry McDermott, Mike

Ford and Richard Russell are surely three

recent examples. The loyal supporters do
not resent such players leaving, in an

attempt to ‘better themselves’, especially
w h e n t h e c l u b h a s b e n e fi t e d i n t e r m s o f

t r a n s f e r i n c o m e . T h i s i s i n c o n t r a s t w i t h

the equivalent in soccer, for example,
when there is almost always less than-

f r iend ly g r ie f handed ou t to re tu rn ing
players from the bulk of supporters.

It has always been thus, of course, at
l e a s t a s f a r a s O l d h a m

are concerned. In the

aftermath of our great

1950’s side, it always

seemed wrong to see
A l a n D a v i e s i n t h e

Wigan str ip, or Derek
T u r n e r a t W a k e fi e l d . O n

a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t
note, though, although

i t is a lways great to

see them at Oldham games, even though

they were popular when they were here,

somehow John Etty and Ike Southward

w e r e a l w a y s u l t i m a t e l y B a t l e y a n d
Workington men respectively. In less dated

times, Ray Ashton, Chris Joynt and Tommy

Martyn are ‘ours’, whereas Mick Burke or

David Hobbs, whatever good they may

have done during their time with us, were
surely really Widnes and Featherstone at

heart respectively.

Of course, it works the other way too.

Whenever Alex Murphy, or Andy Gregory,
were rumoured to be about to change

clubs, Iam sure Iwas not the only one

who prayed they would not find their way

●f
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Derek Turner
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WILSON
e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e

c h i p s a r e d o w n , o r

occas iona l l y i n a los t
c a u s e . I w a s o n e o f

those at Whitehaven to

watch an infamous

O l d h a m d e f e a t i n

February 1984. 8-42 it
was, and the home

side had not won a

game all season until
we arrived! But even amongst the

mayhem, Paddy Kirwan grafted non-stop -
and that at t i tude is surely at least as

much the reason why he is held in such

affection as his famous try against Wigan.

And surely, it is this crucial attribute of
e f f o r t w h i c h i s t h e r e a s o n w h y t h e

remaining, sadly very small, bedrock of
Roughyeds supporters have been so much
b e h i n d t h e b u n c h o f p l a y e r s C h r i s

Hamilton has brought together after the
demise of the Bears. Let us hope, as we

emerge over the next few years to take our
rightful place in the higher echelons of the

game, that the management is able to

recruit players whom growing crowds will

regard as “ours” too.

t o Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s . T h e y w e r e g r e a t

players, but had been reviled on the

Oldham terraces so often that it just would
not have been possible ever to take them

to our hearts, Iam sure. Isuspect that

quite along list of names to add to those

2could be generated, too!
r—c-

%

PJ

a W h a t i s i t , t h e n ,

"that determines who
realgenerates

affection? It certainly

isn’t aquestion of

^birth. Although
f'■( obviously Barry Mac is

and always will be an
O l d h a m e r b o r n a n d

Paddy Kirwan

>

I
1 bred, Alan Davies, Syd

Little and Charlie

Winslade, to name but three obvious

1950’s examples, were born agood way
f r o m t h e t o w n b u t a r e n o l e s s t r e a s u r e d

for that. Similarly, although it would be

g r e a t t o s e e l e s t y n H a r r i s a n d P a u l

Scuithorpe in Oldham shirts some time (1),

and they have the home town qualification,
somehow Idon’t think they would generate

the same degree of affection as, say,
Martin Murphy.

Maybe the crucial attribute is effort.

Charlie Winslade

Ian Wilson

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !

Are You In the Roughyeds’ Great Weekly Lottery?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The prize starts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

a

Get

ASyndicate

T O C E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMLS.SION

^WHILE YOU play! x

All ^
T h i s f o r o n l y

V £ 1 A W E E K y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391

21



MICHAEL TURNER
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First Time-Last Time
TODAY we welcome the Batley Bulldogs to

S p o t l a n d f o r o u r r e t u r n m a t c h f r o m t h e

opening game of the season when the

Yorkshlremen ran out convincing winners by
30-0.

B a t l e y , l i k e O l d h a m w e r e f o u n d e r

m e m b e r s o f t h e N o r t h e r n U n i o n a n d t h e fi r s t

fi x t u r e b e t w e e n t h e t e a m s u n d e r t h e n e w

code took place at Watersheddings on

October 5th 1895. The newspapers of the

time reported that the game was played in

d r e n c h i n g r a i n . T h i s k e p t t h e a t t e n d a n c e

down to 4,000 which represented amodest

c r o w d f o r t h o s e t i m e s . O l d h a m w o n t h e

match by eleven points to nil thanks to atry

each for Joe Lawton, Bob Edwards and Jim

M e r r i l l w i t h o n e c o n v e r s i o n f r o m S a m L e e s .

T h i s w a s t h e fi r s t h o m e w i n f o r t h e

Roughyeds in the Northern Union.

Oldham Team: HEagiand; JHurst, HVarley,

SLees, ITaylor; JLavirton, ALees: EBonser,

EHughes, TFurniss, JMerrill, REdwards, R

Wylie, JLees, AChilds.

The last time Batley came to Oldham

was in last year ’s second division fixture at

Boundary Pakr on May 10th when Oldham

r a n o u t w i n n e r s b y 2 8 p o i n t s t o 2 0 . T h e

Bulldogs gained revenge in the return match
at Mount Pleasant and also won the Trans-

I

Vintage Oldham vBatley act ion

Fred Ashworth, with Albert Brough in support, brings
down the Batley loose forward in the drawn game

(8-8) at Watersheddings on December 18th 1926.

useful crowd of 4,120 turning up to see the

debut making Tommy Martyn score atry and

k ick three goa ls . The other Oldham scores

c a m e v i a t r i e s f r o m A n d y R u a n e , K e v i n

Meadows and Richard Irving. Current club

captain Leo Casey was also in the side.

O l d h a m Te a m : R R u s s e l l ; S R o b i n s o n , K

Meadows, RIrving, PLord; TMartyn, MFord;

LCasey, ARuane, JFairbank, JFieldhouse, S

Allen, JCogger. Subs: BClark, CMcAlister.

Pennine Cup Final which was again played at

Batley.

The last time the “Gallant Youths

played at Watersheddings was on October
2 9 t h 1 9 8 9 . O l d h a m w o n t h e m a t c h 2 2 - 4 o n

t h e i r w a y t o p r o m o t i o n t o t h e o l d fi r s t

division. The club had appeared in the

Lancashire Cup Final two weeks previously
a n d t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e t e a m m a d e f o r a

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programnie showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds oe Yesteryear’.

Ie anyone has any photos that they think would be of interest please contact

B r i a n Wa l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l Tu r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Gyro dw in

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham.OL8 1QL
G o o d i v t no
B^,S' T/iOldham Chambek

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!

Kyneswood

Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

NEEDS

ff
Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
w o r k m a t e s i n t h e Ya n k e e ?

Fax:

0161-627 4367 H e l p U s - H e l p Y o u r s e l v e s

Registered in England No. 2223541 If you are interested

phone Scott on

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds
0161 -628 -3677

or

Write to him at the Club Ojfices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform IYeVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,

F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a . i o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over
acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

,j; highest guality

iriv right here in
Oldham.

❖

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

1PLATT&HILL.
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

❖

E a . s y P a r k i n g ■Visa ■Mastercard ●Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ■Amex Tel .  0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408



Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
Ha s tead ’s news and

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

Pumps A
i

R I G H T AT T H E H E A R T O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N G - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D M O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

HAND RAIL -N.D.F PROFILES

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 ●F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

As approved distributor for

many of Europe's leading

manufacturers, ive
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivaUed technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

//lA
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u g b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

attracted aground record attendance of

57,212 despite the fact that eight players, six

f rom Br isbane and two f rom the Chargers ,

were absent on international duty.

N o t a l l a t t e n d a n c e s i n B r i s b a n e h a v e

been so encouraging, however. On this day in

1979, for instance, Monday 18th June, only

3,245 bothered to turn up to watch the British

L ions bea t B r i sbane 10 -7 . Cur ren t Ba t ley
c o a c h D a v i d W a r d w a s a m e m b e r o f t h o s e

1979 Lions but he did not play in that match.

Two years previously, on Saturday 18th

June 1977, Ward did play at Lang Park as it

w a s k n o w n t h e n , w h e n G r e a t B r i t a i n m e t

Australia in the World Cup competition. He

hooked for Britain that afternoon and gave the

L ions amp le possess ion as the Kangaroos

were pu t under te r r i fic p ressure dur ing the

first half. At the interval Britain led 5-4but

Ward was injured late in the first half and his

withdrawal from the game early in the second

h a l f w a s t h e t u r n i n g p o i n t o f t h e m a t c h .

Australia got on top thereafter and went on to
win 19 -5.

T u e s d a y , 1 8 t h J u n e 1 9 8 5 w a s a

significant day in the career of former Batley

centre Andy Williams. It was on that day that

he turned professional. Joining the Gallant

Yo u t h s f r o m t h e B a t l e y B o y s j u n i o r c l u b .

Wil l iams went on to make 173 appearances

for Batley during the following seven seasons,

scoring 67 tries and acouple of dropped

goals. Back to international action and to
Sunday, 18th June 1995 when, at the Olympic
Stadium, Montreal and before apal t ry crowd

of 514, Canada entertained France. The

Frenchmen proved too powerful for the
C a n a d i a n s w h o w e r e o v e r w h e l m e d 7 2 - 3 2 .

T h r e e m e m b e r s o f t h e s u c c e s s f u l F r e n c h

teams are currently playing for English clubs,

stand-off Fablen Devecchl (WIdnes), prop

Frederic Teixido (Sheffield Eagles) and
second-rower Gael Tallec (Castleford).

R U G B Y L E A G U E I s

arough, tough

sport

occasionally

m a t c h e s d o e r u p t

Into violence. That

I s e x a c t l y w h a t

happened 67 years

ago, on Saturday 18th June 1932, when
Great Britain met Australia in atest match

which, ever s ince, has been known as the

‘Battle of Brisbane’. The action began at the

very first scrum when Leeds prop Joe
T h o m p s o n w a s k n o c k e d u n c o n s c i o u s .

Second-rower Mart in Hodgson (Swinton) and

hooker Les White (Hunslet) suffered wounds

which required stitching during the mayhem

which followed. Australia did not escape

u n s c a t h e d e i t h e r . B a c k s E r n i e N o r m a n a n d

F r a n k M c M i l l a n s u f f e r e d c o n c u s s i o n , h a l f ¬

backs Eric Weissel, ankle injury, and Hector

Gee, gashed mouth, also required hospital
treatment whilst loose-forward Frank

O’Connor suffered abadly cut eye and hooker

Dan Dempsey broke h is wr is t . The match?

Australia led 10 -0at half time and went on

to win 15 -6with Hector Gee scoring acouple
of tries.

and

Twenty two years previously, on Saturday
18th June 1910, Britain had also met

Australia, although on that occasion in Sydney

and, remarkably, took on Newcastle and

District the very same afternoon. Britain won

the test match 27 -20 with Hunslet prop Bill

Jukes scoring ahattrick of tries whilst 80

miles up the coast, the rest of the tour party,

plus ahandful of guests, beat Newcastle 24 -

8 . T h e a t t e n d a n c e a t S y d n e y f o r t h e t e s t

match was aWorld record 42,000.

On Friday, 18th June 1993 the ANZ

S t a d i u m , B r i s b a n e s t a g e d i t s fi r s t m a t c h

under floodlights. Brisbane Broncos beat Gold

Coast Chargers 14 -6in that match which

Wherever you see this sign you con be assured
of on efficient and professional approach

to any property nnafter
7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER

DUTTON
^ T E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 ID SURVEYORS

&



ROUGHYEDS

'jl Alliance Div One
I

OLDHAM struggled to raise ateam for the
v i s i t t o C r a v e n P a r k a n d c r a s h e d t o a 4 2 - 2 4

defeat . In are la t ive ly poor d isp lay the

stand-out player was Emmanuel Peralta

whose performance earned arecall to the

first team squad for the trip to Workington.

Jason Brassington grabbed two tries, with

Barker, Quinlan and Winston also on the
scoresheet.

A t M a n o r P a r k R o c h d a l e ’ s O l d h a m

p l a y e r s p r o v e d b e t t e r t h a n O l d h a m ’s

O l d h a m p l a y e r s i n r e c o r d i n g a 4 4 - 1 6

victory. Does money talk or what?

Although Oldham disappointed after a

br ight start , the team’s young players,

many of them new signings, have to regard

each outing as alearning experience and

as atremendous opportunity to carve out

aplace in the professional game.

A d m i t t e d l y a b i t m o r e g u i d a n c e a n d

encouragement from the senior players

called into the ranks would help, but when

t h e c h a n c e i s t h e r e i t n e e d s t o b e s e i z e d .

Tr ies came f rom M&yers, Quin lan and

Perrett with Quinlan landing 2goals.

Tomorrow comes abig test at Mount

Pleasant against League Leaders Batley

Bulldogs. Now there’s atest and ahalf!

Alliance

First

Division

FixturesCoach Graeme Bradley

M a r 1 6 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s H

25 Leigh Centurions H
3 1 H u n s l e t H a w k s H

April 8Featherstone R. A

14 Dewsbury Rams H
24 West Cumbria A

28 Swinton Lions A

May 5 Keighley Cougars H

13 Dewsbury Rams A
1 9 S w i n t o n L i o n s H

29 Barrow B. R.

J u n e 1 0 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

12 West Cumbria H

1 9 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s A
23 Featherstone R. H

Juiy 1 Keighley CougarsA
10 Barrow B. R. H

14 Hunslet Hawks A

21 Leigh Centurions A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd
Aug 14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd

1 8 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd

Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final
25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

6-40

26-14

29-29

4-39

P

24-10

36-24

8-22

4-25

28-39

24-42

16-44

A

S u p p o r t e r s C l u b N o t e s The date of the FUN DAY will be

announced soon. If there is anyone out there
with any ideas or help just get in touch with

The committee would like to know if

anyone has any ideas or venues where we

could hold our open meetings, so that we can
get around and meet you the supporters. This

will also give you achance to meet the

committee and put any ideas forward you may
have.

me.

Thank you to everyone who has put their

names forward for the supporters rugby team.
W e s t i l l n e e d m o r e , e i t h e r m a l e o r f e m a l e s o

come along. Don’t be shy, give me aring and

Join in the fun.

Please come forward and ring DAVID on
345 8566 anyt ime. Hope to hear from you
soon. Cheers,

Do not forget on SUNDAY 4th JULY we are

holding asponsored WALK. This will start from

OLDHAM to SPOTLAND. We would like your
help with this such as walkers and sponsors. David Patterson

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999

[26]



AcmPomr focused service Po Phe wuPer MusPrij
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n & M a i n t e n a n c e

Pre installation Surveys

I n s t a l l a t i o n o f A u t o m a t i c M e t e r

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
New Ear th Wate r Se rv i ces L im i ted
“ N e w E a r t h H o u s e ” 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d , O l d h a m . O L l S PA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s

Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 3 5 4 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 5 1 9 7

e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

©
a m e m b e r o f t h e

tNTEX ISO 9002 WTIOMU.

uxtsutaxm

OFComnuTin

tOCK]Delivery Management
and Support Sen/ices

REGISTERED COMPANY

At l an t i c G roup P l c B5ENIS09002 Certificate No. 9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business
& O L D H A M R . L . F . C .

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems
contact:

0161 -366 6535

0161 -339 6140

0161 -624 2550

0161 -681 5600

Hyde -Stephen Howard

Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge

F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s
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SLUMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANYBODY

COULD HAVE.

SluujbetlaiK
Slumberland Quality Group

Pbi- a(leejjer, sounder sleep



O L D H A M R L F C A L L I A N C E a n d U N D E R 2 1

lo^ol

Player Sponsorship i

Back Row (I to r): Gary Coulter, Nathan Varley, Jim Rogers, Adam Browne, Gary Keegan, Craig Barker,
Paul Round, Chris Coop, Adam Baker, Robert Ward, Mick Farrell, Daniel Wood

Front Row: Jason Brassington, Rhys Winston, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Michael Coates, Craig Milner

Gary Keegan -sponsored by
Saddleworth Heating Limited

Stamford Road, Oldham
Tel 0161 665 3454

Jim Rogers -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Browne -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Jason Brassington -sponsored by
Gaskell &Co. Estate Agents

148 Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 620 1427

Chris Coop -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Adam Baker -sponsored by

Harry Long (0/M) Ltd

Lower Victoria Street, Chadderton
Tel : 0161 626 9175

Michael Coates -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Rhys Winston -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

David Lewis -sponsored by
P l a t t & H i u F o a m & F i b r e F i l l i n g s

Belgrave Mill, Fitton Hill Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 6214400

Craig Milner -sponsored by
M i c k H a r r o p

Domino Engineering

Warren Druggitt -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Henry Broomhall -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Andrew Livesey -sponsored by
National Westminster Bank plc, N. E. Manchester Business Centre,

10 Yorkshire St, Oldham. Contact Robert Dolan Area Sales Business Advisor

Tel: 0385 371395 Promoting Small Businesses in Oldham

NB: Some Players featured in the above team group are aiready sponsored in the group on p. 19.

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season

L29J



Match by Match Analysis 1999
IT «O’ S' 9‘B* S s “S’ ©® ©8 10 12

I"I |.U| It
JANUARY

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879

L6-12 2500

L12-34 1000

Mead Farrell 6

Farrell

Quinlan Jackman McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook

Crook

C r o o k G

darker Casey

Round

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley Martindale

Quinlan 1G Martindale

Q u i n l a n G C o u l t e r T

Coulter

Coulter

LeuilaT

Prescott

Barker

Prescott

Fitzpatrick

A . N . O t h e r T

Round

A.N.Other

Fitzpatrick

17 Widnes

24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

1 ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764 MinutSG

7 Batley BulldogsLO-30 1018 Minut

15 DEWS. RCC4th Rd W18-10 1620 Minut2G

28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd L2-18 1438 Minut

MARCH

12 BARROW B.R. W24-2Q 1123 Minut 2G

Minut

L2-44 1533 Minut

Mead IT Leuila Jackman

Jackman

Clegg Shaw

A.N.Other Mead Leuila Farrell Shaw Bostock

Mead 2T Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Bostock

Bostock

Bostock

Bostock

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Brown IT

Brown

Brown 1T1G

Casey Hough Clegg 1T Shaw Coulter Jackman

Quinlan Jackman

Perrelt M a r t i n d a l e

Shaw

Round

Coulter

Coulter

Coulter

Prescott IT Perrett

PeraltaCrook

Jackman

Jackman

Casey Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Perrelt

Quinlan

Quinlan

Mead IT Casey Clegg IT Shaw

Mead Brown 1G Casey Hough Clegg Peralta Perrett Crook

Leuila Bostock 2T McNicholas Jackman Brown 2T Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Perrett Martindale

Quinlan 16 Mar t inda le

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Martindale

Coulter

Coulter

Jackman

Prescott

Peralta

Quinlan 2G Peralta

PrescottMead

Mead

17 HullK. R.

21 Hunslet Hawks

28 WIDNES V IK INGS L18-33

APRIL

2Doncas te r Dragons W27-12 878

5LEIGH CENTURIONS L29-2B 2163

11 Bramley

25 YORK

D8-8 2080 Leuila

Leuila

Bostock IT McNicholas

B o s t o c k M c N i c h o l a s

Crook Brown 1G

Brown

Brown

Shaw Perrett

PerrettCrook Clegg Peralta Prescott Shaw

Minut Mead Leuila Jackman IT McNicholas 2T WoodSG Shaw Farrell Perrett Quinlan

Minut Mead IT

Mead 2T

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s I T W o o d 1 T 3 G 1 D G B r o w n I T

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s W o o d 4 G B r o w n

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s I T C r o o k

Casey Hough1T

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Prescott Martindale Var ley

Prescott Martindale V a r l e y

Prescott Martindale IT Barker

Prescott Martindale C r o o k e

Lewis

Quinlan

Varley

Barker

Crook

Crook

Round

Round

Peralta

Minut Casey Clegg Shaw Peralta

L18-24 500

L14-43 1125

Minut 36 Mead Brown Clegg Shaw Peralta

PeraltaMinut Mead IT F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s W o o d I G CaseyBrown IT Clegg Varley

MAY

1 SILK CUT CC Final

3 Rochdale Hornets L18-29 1568

9 Keighley Cougars L28-32 1842

23 Swinton Lions

30 WHITEHAVEN W. L24-32 775

Minut

Minut

Mead Wood Farrell McNicholas

F a r r e l l I T M c N i c h o l a s 2 T

Farrell McNicholas

Jackman M c N i c h o l a s

Crook 5G

Crook

Crook

Crook

CaseyBrown

Brown IT. 3G

Brown IT, 4G

Brown 4G

Hough

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

Clegg IT

Round

Round1T

Round1T

Prescott Martindale IT Q u i n l a n

Quinlan Sintield

V a r l e y S i n fl e l d

Varley IT Sintield 1T

Varley

Varley

Round Sintield

PeraltaMead WoodIG Casey

Casey

Casey

Clegg

Clegg IT

Clegg IT

Coates

Coates

Fitzpatrick

Jackman

L24-31 1478 Minut Mead Jackman Shaw Prescott

Prescott

Quinlan IT

BarkelMinut Mead Farrell Shaw

JUNE

6Workington Town W22-17 1148 Minut IT

9FEATHERSTQNE

13 ROCHDALE

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS

27 Featherstone Rovers

Mead Leuila IT Farrell McNicholas Crook 2T Brown 1G

Brown 3G

Brown 5G

Clegg

Casey

Casey

Barker

Hough IT

Hough1T

Peralta Round

Round

Varley

Varley

Varley

Shaw IT Coates Darkes Hough

Jackman IT

Jackman 1T

Jackman

Peralta

Peralta

L18-25 901

W26-18 3023

H7.45

MeadMinut

Minut IT

Leuila Farrell McNicholas

Darkes IT McNicholas

Crook IT

Crook

Shaw

Mead Leuila Clegg Round Shaw Farrell Barker

A

JULY

4HULLK. R.

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 LANCASHIRE LYNX

29 York

H

A

H

A

H7.45

A

H7,45

H

A
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.

The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
l oca t ion and exce l len t communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.oldham.gov.uk

OLDHAM DDDD ^
Metropolitan Borough O

K.



T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

ILaurent MINUT

2Adrian MEAD

3 A fi L E U I L A

4Richard DARKES

5Joe McNICHOEAS
6Paul CROOK

7Daniel BROWN

8Eeo CASEY

9John HOUGH

10 Jason CEEGG
II Paul ROUND

12 Nathan VAREEY

13 Graeme SHAW

14 MickPARREEL

15 Criag BARKER

Match Ball

Swanns of Chadderton

IVe apologise to

anyone who did not

manage to buy the

special souvenir

p rogrammes aga ins t

Rochdale last week.

Because of the

demand we have now

reprinted and anyone

wishing to purchase

the programme can

contact Scott at the

Club Shop. 16 Emmerson JACKMAN
17 Emmanuel PERALTA

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s

Coach David Ward:

IJeremy DYSON
2Eee BARGATE

3Wayne FLYNN

4Roger SIMPSON
5Paul GLEDHILL

6Richard PRICE

7Gary BARNETT

8Gary FORD
9John CEARKE

1 0 C h r i s M c W I E L I A M

Tony WALTON
12 Grant MIERS

13 Paul HARRISON

Craig EINGARD

Today’s Referee
Mr Peter Taberner

i

11

Touch Judges

M r D a v e B l o o d

Mr Paul Taylor I14 16 Steve WAEKER

Iq <S1 17 MOYONf

A


