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A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E

Mayor of Oldham
Message from the Mayor of Oldham 199912000

Counci l lor John B. Battye

●ar

i m

■ r \

tis with great pleasure that Oldham Council welcomes you all to

Boundary Park today as amajor part of the 150th Anniversary

celebrations of the founding of the Borough of Oldham.

The Charter of Incorporation of the Borough was granted by Queen

Victoria 150 years ago today on 13th June 1849.

It is entirely appropriate that Oldham Rugby League Football Club,

with its long tradition of success dating back to 1876, and our hosts today,

Oldham Athletic AFC founded 100 years ago, should be part of these
celebrations.

I

We hope the many young people here today enjoy the atmosphere

and the pre and post match entertainment and remember the day for years
to come.

At the end of the match you are invited to join the procession from

Oldham Town Centre to Oldham Edge where there will be aspectacular

firework display to bring down the curtain on today’s celebrations.

Asuccessful professional rugby league side is an important asset to

the Borough and hopefully it will not be too long before the Roughyeds’

permanent home is back in Oldham at the new stadium.

Enjoy your evening along with our friends and supporters from
Rochdale.

Mayor and Leader of the Council,

Counci l lor John B. Bat tye

o



M E S S A G E S F R O M T H E

Rt Hon Michael Meacher MP &Phil Woolfls MP

H O U S E O F C O M M O N S

LONDON SWIA OAA

keenly anticipate the local derby against the old ‘enemy’ Rochdale Hornets. This of course goes
back to the first Northern Union match that took place in 1895 and Iam pleased that the
tradition continues.

1think this is agood opportunity to express my appreciation to the officials and supporters
of Rochdale Hornets RLFC and Rochdale FC for their support and encouragement in enabling the

Roughyeds to share the Spotland ground through these difficult times.
Iwould also like to welcome Oldham RLFC home for this special match which celebrates

the 150th anniversary of the Borough. It is my sincere hope that we will soon see the return of the
Roughyeds to Oldham permanently.

Finally, Iwould like to offer my best wishes to everyone associated with the club and hope
that the spectators and the people of Oldham will continue to get behind the team and give them
every support in the future.

Good luck and best wishes.

The Rt Hon Michael Meacher MP, Oldham West <& Royton

I

H O U S E O F C O M M O N S

LONDON SWIA OAA

ssterday that the founding match of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd. took place
lornets at Spotland and yet, already, 18 busy months have passed. The
opening New Year’s day crowd overwhelmed the outnumbered Rochdale

supporters as much as the players on the pitch did their opponents.
Congratulations to all those involved since those beginning heady days -the fact that we are

still here is testament to all the hard work and, in the words of the famous pop song, “things can

only get better”. And they will.
The rules governing TV sponsorship have meant that the Roughyeds have not had their fair

slice of the financial cake yet. However, as the club begins to look forward, the future holds much
promise for better times. The team is in good spirits and behind the scenes staff are grafting hard.
Success does not come overnight, it has to be planned and worked for. 1know that solid
foundations are being laid for the future and the supporters are very much part of that.

Oldham without aRugby League team is simply unthinkable. As we celebrate 150 years of
our Borough’s foundation, 1look forward to many years to come of successful Rugby League.

Phil Woolas MP, Oldham East &Saddleworth

o



CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chaiman’s Chatter
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone; 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Chairman

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stewart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

Media &Marketing Manager (Hon)
Brian Walker

Club Secretary
Louise Wilson

L o t t e r y M a n a g e r
Scott Claber

Head Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Assistant Coach/Alliance Coach

Graeme Bradley

Physiotherapists

Alison Boyd (1st Team)
J o h n a t h a n T h o m a s ( A l l i a n c e )

T r a i n e r - C o n d i t i o n e r

Tony Ogden

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper

Lou Laverty

Club Doctor

D r P h i l K e r s h a w

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Statistics

John Blair

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

A J L a w C u p W i n n e r s 1 9 9 8

Trans Penn ine Cup
F i n a l i s t s 1 9 9 8

W E L C O M E t o O l d h a m -

l i t e ra l l y ! Un fo r tuna te ly fo r

several reasons Iwill only be

able to offer that phrase once

this season. As things stand

i t i s e n t i r e l y fi t t i n g t h a t

tonight’s game should be in

the Borough as it is exactly

150 years ago today tha t

Oldham celebrated receiving

its royal charter.
T o m a r k t h e o c c a s i o n t h e

board have spent a

considerable amount of time

and money putting together
a l l t h e a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h w e

hope you will all have taken

advantage of before you are

reading this article. As aclub

Oldham Rugby League felt it was very important to be part of the

150th celebrations and we have worked closely with Oldham

Council to organise what we hope will be amajor part in avery

significant day for the town. Abig vote of thanks for all their efforts

on behalf of the club are due to the office staff, namely, Tracy,

Louise, Scott and Yvonne. Ionly hope that as you read this it’s not

bouncing down.

Turning to the rugby and it is also fitting that tonight’s game is

against our local rivals. They have already beaten us twice this

season so now is agood time to reverse that particular trend.

Those of you who made the long journey to Workington saw a

performance full of guts and determination and the players

answered alot of questions that day. Hopefully we will have picked

up afurther two points against Featherstone on Wednesday and be

looking to keep the run going tonight. This season has been very

frustrating and that has been underlined in our attempts to

supplement the playing staff recently. We have worked hard on

several deals only for things to fall down for different reasons but

undaunted we are currently active on several fronts and hope to

have some news soon. May Ialso take this opportunity to thank

you for your support so far this season: believe me everybody is

working hard to take this club forward.

Enjoy the game.

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

I T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y

bEFLECT THO_SE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF PLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.

Country Oven (m/c) Ltd.
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

3O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
CAN YOU imagine, for amoment, what life must have been like in Oldham 150 years ago

today? You think that’s difficult then look ahead 150 years and t ry to p ic ture what i t

might be like in the year 2149.

Vivid in the memory of hundreds of older people in today's Boundary Park crowd

will be the Oldham of clogs and shawls, of mules and looms, of spinning sheds and

mill chimneys, of cobbled streets with back to backs and outside loos, of football

specials and full house crowds at Boundary Park and Watersheddings.

This night of civic celebrations is more atime for looking

forward than for glancing back, but it does no harm to consider
where we’ve come from before we map out the direction in which we

wish to go over the next 150 years.

Much of our heritage has gone. Cotton is King no more. We have

los t P l a t t B ro the rs , t he o r i g i na l Tommyfie ld - and dea r o l d

Watersheddings.

But professional rugby league and soccer is still playing an ^
important roie in the life of the borough, as it has done for more than „

acentury.

The magical sporting days of the Roaring Twenties, when arecord

28,000 crowd packed into Watersheddings on the very day that more :|S
than 30,000 rubbed shoulders at Boundary Park here on the other ..Jh
side of town, will never return.

They have gone for ever like the rattle, the Green Final,

the flat-capped crowds and the Saturday tea time queues iMB
outside the Chronicle office waiting for ‘the Green’ to hit the streets WW

with the latest news, views and hot gossip from the two clubs.

We live in adifferent sporting world in 1999, but we must guard W
against agrowing belief that the small-town club has no key role to

play in its local community. g
if Oldham is proud of its identity and passionate about its 1

independence, geographically situated as it is in such close proximity M
to Manchester, it will recognise -as I’m sure it does -that both

Athletic and the Roughyeds can be two of its finest ambassadors.

Both clubs can still tug at the heart strings of thousands of

O l d h a m e r s a n d b o t h c o n t i n u e t o p r o m o t e t h e b o r o u g h ’ s n a m e , -■

ac ross the coun t r y i n t he case o f A th le t i c and ac ross the no r the rn ■

part of England in the case of Oldham Roughyeds. | |
The success and fa i lu res o f the two c lubs have been, and w i l l m

continue to be, closely linked with the fortunes of the borough. T

As we plan for the next 150 years we see that |
3l authorities throughout England are working ■

nore closely than ever before with their local ]
football and rugby clubs to provide facilities 1
w h i c h w i l l e n a b l e c l u b s t o m e e t a n d o v e r c o m e
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Finest^S^
In Luxury

Coach Travel

the challenges that lie ahead.

O ldham, I ’m su re , w i l l be no excep t i on .

Flappy anniversary, old friend, and here’s to *

the next 150 years

The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

Chadderton,

O l d h a m O L 9 9 L E

i\ Tel: 0161 633 3870 /A
Fax: 0161 345 9347

and ab i r t hday p resen t

in the shape of anew stadium. What apresent

lat would be!

O



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

Fax 0161 655 4043
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

WE’RE ALL SET . . .

-to provide afirst ciass buiiding

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos
Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 3PY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 ●Fax; 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
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LEVER’S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH Ff CHIP

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

For prompt &personal attention
TO

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ●

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00-5.30

Trade Welcome

0161 633 0074

DRONSFIEL.DS

DELPH NEW ROAD, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

>rv..
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M I C K C O A T E S

Game On
WELCOME to Rochda le and a l l the i r fans !

Well we are at the halfway stage of the

season and there have been plenty of mixed

fortunes. Deryck Fox and the players have

put some good results together of late and

their confidence must be good.

On the other hand we have lost far too

m a n y g a m e s f o r c o m f o r t . M o s t

disappointment is when we get within

sight of awin and then press the self

destruct button. There are no excuses for

this!

More disappointment came last week

when Leo Casey was suspended for one

match, but in h is absence the lads al l

dug in and we got amuch needed win

against aWorkington side that was

going for their 5th win on the trot. I t

was one of those few games this

s e a s o n w h e n t h e b a i l b o u n c e d f o r u s

a n d I ’ l l t e l l y o u i t w a s m u c h

needed.

This week is abusy one with

3 fi r s t t e a m m a t c h e s a n d t h e

U21s playing last Thursday.

This year of course is the

1 5 0 t h c e l e b r a t i o n y e a r a n d

hopefully we can contribute by

gaining awin today. If this

week goes well then after the

game there might well be a

celebration going on. Hopefully

the second half of the season

will give us the wins we did not

get in the first half.

A n y w a y, l e t ' s h o p e f o r a

good game with plenty to cheer.

Enjoy the game.

.I

i

Mick

ScOX£3®(l WdocdiDWCJ
P V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v o f o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Tel . 0161 624 5962 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4

L*j



GUEST WRITER

John Huxley
From the ‘Ginger Group’ o f the 1960s to the

collapse of the Bears Roger has followed the club on a

day-to-day basis.

His knowledge of the game is second to none in
the med ia wor ld and the peop le o f O ldham have

benefitted from his commitment and professionalism.

There have been so many great days for the club

in my time with the game.

Agreat win over Wigan in the Challenge Cup in
1987 thanks to Paddy K i rwan ’s t r y, re fe ree John

Mean’s decision to abandon amatch with Leigh after

two massive punch-ups.

And the players too. Tug Wilson, Billy ‘Cheyenne’

Walker, Kevin Taylor, Martin Murphy, Norman
Hodgkinson, Adrian Alexander, Bob Mordell, Phil Larder,
Mike Elliott, John Winton, Johnny Farrell, two Yanks who

paid ashort v is i t in the 1970s, Frank Foster, Terry

Clawson, Mick Morgan and so many others who all
made it worthwhile watching Oldham.

Great club, great town and great people. Long live

Oldham Roughyeds!

ITHINK that it is fair to say
t h a t O l d h a m ’ s n e w

management have not been
given enough credit for what

they have ach ieved s ince

they picked up the pieces

, left by the collapse of the
, Super League Bears.

The sport in the town

is fortunate that agroup of
people were prepared to put
t h e i r h e a d s a b o v e t h e

parapet and keep the

professional game alive in
the town.

Oldham without aprofessional Rugby League club

would have been like Stan Laurel without Oliver Hardy;

E rn ie W ise w i t hou t E r i c Mo recambe o r B lackpoo l
without the tower. Inconceivable!

As somebody whose Rugby League education was

honed by serving with the Oldham Chronicle in the early

1970s my impressions of Oldham Rugby League Club

are still formed by life at Watersheddings.
Regular meetings with larger than life characters

such as Frank Diskin, Arthur Walker, Martin Murphy,

Johnny Blair, Len Robinson, John Stringer, Ray Hatton
a n d A l e x G i w o n s S e n i o r h a v e l e f t a n i n d e l i b l e m a r k o n

my professional and personal life.
It was never dull at Watersheddings. Something

was always going off up there and, thankfully, for a

journalist who under-studied the inimitable Roger

Halstead that did make life agreat deal easier.
The night they sold Alan Rowley to Leigh stands

o u t . T h e n c h a i r m a n A r t h u r Wa l k e r c o u l d n ’ t r u s h m e i n t o

the committee room quickly enough to tell me that they
had picked up acreditable transfer fee of £5,000.

And commi t tee e lec t ions in the o ld days le f t

General and European elections way behind when it

came to excitement and political Jockying.
What Iam real ly saying is that the c lub is an

essential part of the social fabric in Oldham. The men
a n d w o m e n w h o c a r e f o r t h e c l u b a l s o c a r e a b o u t

Oldham as atown. Their civic and sporting pride are the
same thing.

Oldham are Rugby League legends. The great

team of the 1950s, four successive Challenge Cup final
appearances but no Wembley, Bernard Ganley's goal-

k icking and hover ing over the lot the reputat ion of

having the coldest ground in the game,
Watersheddings.

Earlier Imentioned Roger Halstead. Very few clubs
can have had their affairs so ably covered for so many

years by one man. To those of us who work in the

media Roger is Oldham.

■ rr
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to the

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THETHE

Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

Oldham RLFC every success in 1999
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S E O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BB HHH-(

Founded !9RFounded 191

{family finance \family finance
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if you^re not

satisfied with your

bank  ̂ convert

Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank

of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No.

4Lansdowne Road -Chadderton -Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

^Seton ^hoin
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesHealthcare PIc

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
We may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

—B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S Ttiomas
Cook

O

RICHARD

.MOTOR GROTIP

ELLEN
fs

^ E D E L L E ^fACCIDENT^
ASSISTANCE

U P H O L S T E R Y . L T D

The Royal Bank

of Scotland

[1^



GEOFF COOKE

Sapere Aude
IN 1799 Britain was at war with Napoleon

B o n a p a r t e . G e o r g e I I I w a s k i n g a n d

W i l l i a m P i t t t h e Yo u n g e r w a s P r i m e

Minister. Income Tax had recently been

introduced for the first time to pay for the

On the big stage Europe had seen a
year of revolution in 1848. Britain was in

dispute with Greece over trading rights,

which Victoria’s bellicose Prime Minister,

Lord Palmerston successfully enforced in
1850.war.

On the sporting scene cricket was

the only truly organised activity, but the
T e n H o u r s A c t o f 1 8 4 7 w o u l d b e t h e

Oldham, meanwhile, was on the verge
of the Industrial Revolution. Yorkshire

Street had recently been completed as the

main route for the coaching traffic using

the turnpike routes between Lancashire

and Yorkshire. As manufacturing grew the
surrounding rural areas lost population to

Oldham where 5,906 people were now

engaged in manufacturing occupations as

a g a i n s t o n l y 4 2 i n a g r i c u l t u r e ( 1 8 0 1

census). There was as yet no organised
sport.

fo rerunner o f o rgan ised work ing c lass

spor t in the fo rm o f bo th soccer and

rugby.
I n 1 8 9 9 t h e B o e r W a r s t a r t e d . L o r d

Salisbury was Prime Minister. The T.U.C.

already existed and in 1900 the Labour

P a r t y w o u l d b e f o u n d e d . O l d h a m ’ s
p o p u l a t i o n w a s n o w 1 3 7 , 2 4 6 ( 1 9 0 1

census). The Town Hall had been extended
(1879), the Royal Infirmary built (1870-

73), the Library, Art Gallery and Museum

completed (1881-85) and the School of

Science and Art rebuilt to be in keeping

with the Lyceum (1881). Thus did aproud

town proclaim its self confidence.

What carried Oldham’s name beyond
t h e c o n fi n e s o f s o u t h - e a s t L a n c a s h i r e

other than cotton spinning, engineering

and electrical engineering (Ferrantis was

established at Holl inwood in 1896) was

the formation of Oldham Rugby Football

C lub whose fi rs t game was p layed a t

G l o d w i c k i n O c t o b e r 1 8 7 6 a g a i n s t

Sta lybr idge. By 1889 Oldham R.L.F.C.
were established at Watersheddings. In

1895 Oldham were one of the breakaway

clubs which pioneered the Northern Union

and by 1899 had already been Lancashire

Champions (1897-8) and Challenge Cup

Winners, defeating Hunslet at Fallowfield

by 19 points to 9before agate of 15,763.
A l s o i n 1 8 9 9 w a s f o r m e d P i n e V i l l a F . C .

f o r e r u n n e r o f O l d h a m A t h l e t i c , a s e c o n d

major promotional vehicle for carrying the

name of the borough across the world.

Continued on following page

ftf*
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Yorkshire Street about 1849

B y 1 8 4 9 O l d h a m h a d e x p a n d e d

enormously. The 1801 census gave the

population as 12,024; by 1851 this had

more than quadrupled to 52,820.

Sanitation was virtuaily non-existent and

poiicing the town was anightmare. Poor

Law, anti-Corn Law and Chartist agitation
t h r e a t e n e d O i d h a m w i t h t h e u s e o f

m i l i t a r y f o r c e a n d u n d e r t h e s e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n u m b e r o f c i t i z e n s f e l t i t

w o u l d b e b e t t e r t o b e i n c o n t r o l o f t h e i r

o w n a f f a i r s . H e n c e t h e m o v e s f o r a

Charter of Incorporation which was duly

granted in June 1849.

Tota l F i tness

Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

1
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GEOFF COOKE

Sapere

The Victorious Chalienge Cup Squad of 1899

population of the borough had peaked in
1911 at 147,483). The town had spun

more cotton than anywhere else in the

world shortly before the First World War

and had enjoyed more public houses per

head of popuiation than any other town in
Br i ta in . The s lump in the th i r t ies and

increased competition from the Far East

had, however, already sewn the seeds of
decline in the textiie industry by 1949.

On the ieisure front Oldham

R e p e r t o r y T h e a t r e C l u b o p e n e d o n

January 30th 1938 and c inemas were
abundant. Oldham R.L.F.C. had enjoyed

By the centenary of the incorporation

of the borough the worid had changed

again, two Worid Wars saw to that. In

1949 Mao Tse Tung came to power in
C o m m u n i s t C h i n a . N . A . T . O . w a s f o r m e d

that same year, in Britain the N.H.S. and
the Welfare State had been founded. The

coal industry, railways, road transport,

electricity and gas had been nationaiised

Food rationing was stiii in force, india,
Pakistan and Burma were now

independent.

In O ldham in 1949 the popu ia t ion

w a s a r o u n d t h e 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 m a r k . ( T h e

PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS



(continued)

success in the early years of the century

and were Chal lenge Cup Final ists four

years in succession from 1924 to 1927.
B u t i n 1 9 4 9 t h e c l u b w a s i n t h e d o l d r u m s

Challenge Cup semi-finals, the club’s

home at Watersheddings was lost before

even the club itself was liquidated.

1999, however, sees Oldham fighting
b a c k o n a l l f r o n t s . T h e r e a r e a m b i t i o u s

plans for fur ther redevelopment of the

town and plans, too, to build anew
s t a d i u m t o h o u s e t h e t w o c l u b s w h i c h

carry the town’s name. Oldham R.L.F.C.

(1997) Ltd. is the phoenix rising from the

ashes and despite its current lowly status

is well placed to take advantage of further

changes in the administration of Rugby

league. As ever the town’s sports clubs

epitomise the indomitable spirit of Oldham

and its people. SAPERE AUDE. DARE TO
B E W I S E .

finishing adisappointing 23rd in the

League and exiting the Chailenge Cup in

the third round against that years losing

Finalists, Halifax. Irving Barraclough

finished leading scorer with 55 goals and

Itry.

The 150th anniversary of Oldham’s

status as aborough sees Britain at war

again, in Kosovo. As in 1949 Labour are in
power, but this time seem more intent on

privatisation than nationalization and,

a r g u a b l y , o n r e f o r m i n g r a t h e r t h a t

establishing welfare. Abroad Communism

has collapsed in Europe and the E.C. is

the dominant issue of the day.

The borough o f O ldham has been

t r a n s f o r m e d . B i g g e r n o w, s i n c e l o c a l

government reform in 1973, the town’s

p o p u l a t i o n h o v e r s a r o u n d t h e 2 2 5 , 0 0 0

m a r k . T h e t o w n c e n t r e h a s b e e n

c o m p l e t e l y r e d e v e l o p e d a n d t h e o l d

coaching route through the town would
now be hard to follow. The old industries

of the Industrial Revolution have gone to

be replaced by l ight industry and the

service sector, although unemployment is

h i g h e r t h a n o n e w o u l d w i s h . T h e

population, too, has changed with many

ethnic minority groups adding to the rich
diversity of the town’s culture.

On the sporting front the glory days of
t h e 1 9 5 0 ’ s f o r O l d h a m R . L . F . C . a r e a

distant memory, if memory at all. Indeed

t h e r e c e n t g l o r y h a s a l l b e l o n g e d t o
O l d h a m A t h l e t i c d e s p i t e t h e i r c u r r e n t f a l l

from grace. So bad did the fortunes of the

rugby c lub decl ine that despi te recent

Acknow ledgements : Har t l ey Ba teson -

History of Oldham
M i c h a e l T u r n e r -

Oldham RLFC -The Complete History

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000



T O D A Y ' S V I S I T O R S

Rochdale Hornets
the Oldham amateur scene. Ano-nonsense prop he is an important

squad member and has regularly captained the Alliance team. A
model pro, soon to have atestimonial.

CHRIS HILTON (Centre)

Plucked from alocal amateur club he is in his second spell at

Hornets. Extremely strong on defence and near the opponents' try
line. Determined to make the most of his latest opportunity in the

pro-game.

LEE HUDSON (Winger)

Signed for Hornets in January after impressing during aloan spell.
Previously spent three years on Salford Reds books. Apowerful, wide
player who finds space with his elusive jinking runs and has scored
several important tries already this season.

CHRIS KELLY (Scrum Half)

Hornets have monitored his progress ever since his days in Widnes’

Alliance Team and swooped to sign him at the end of March. He is a
pacey scrum half with an excellent try to games ratio and also has a
good kicking game.

MATTY KNOWLES (Prop Forward)

Atall and powerful prop with good hands and able to punch holes in
the best defences to make yards and score tries. One of Hornets
most eye-catching players this term and starting to achieve his
potential. Signed from Swinton but was previously 5years at Wigan.
Toured with GB Academy in 1994.

STEVE MARSH (Centre/Winger) (Ex-Blackbrook, Salford Reds)
Signed during the season after impressing as atrialist. Always likely
to make good yards as he is apowerful runner with the ball and can
break the tackle. Defends well and has already shown he can score

tries.

CHRIS McKinney (Second Row)

Another signing from the Oldham Bears, Chris’ uncompromising hard
hitting style make him afavourite with the fans. Never gives less than
100% and is an important player for Hornets.

DANNY SCULTHORPE (Prop forward)

(Ex-Leeds Rhinos, Warrington Wolves)
With youth still on his side Danny has the ability to follow in the
footsteps of his brothers Paul and Lee by going to the top. Askilful
ball player, powerful runner and rugged tackier and has unusually
good tactical kicking ability for aprop.
MICK SHAW (Hooker)

Signed from Siddal amateur club, Mick has Super League experience
with the Leeds Rhinos. He’s aiivewire player who scores tries and
makes big yards with his pace and jinking runs from dummy half.
Voted fans player of the year in 1998.

WILLIE SWANN (Half Back)

Signed from Super League club Warrington Wolves. Willie’s
experience, skill and try scoring ability coupled with his enthusiastic

tackling completes Hornet’s best half back pairing for years. A
Western Samoan International he comes from alarge Kiwi rugby

playing family. Team captain.
DAVID STEPHENSON (Loose Fotward/Hooker)
Another player with recent Super League experience at Hull Sharks. It
was amajor coup when David signed for Hornets before the start of
the current season. Astrong running, tenacious forward, with agood
pair of hands who leads by example with his all-action style. An ex-
O l d h a m B e a r .

STEVE WILDE (Full Back)

Signed from near neighbours Oldham in November 1998. Tall, strong
running and pacey, he is ahighly rated player. Reliable under the high
ball and an excellent one on one tackier with the knack of scoring

important tries.

DERYCK FOX (Player/Coach &Scrum Half)
Aproduct o f S t John F isher amateur c lub . Deryck s igned for

Featherstone in 1983. He made his full Great Britain debut against

France in 1985, taking the man of the match award. He was an
automatic choice in the Yorkshire team that monopolised the War of

the Roses series between 1985-89. He toured New Zealand and

Papua New Guinea in 1990 and took part in afull Lions tour to
Australia and New Zealand in 1992. Deryck was the captain of the

‘ m i d w e e k t e a m ' i n 1 9 9 2 , a t e a m w h i c h r e m a i n e d u n b e a t e n

throughout the tour, Deryck's last appearance for GB was the World
Cup Final vAustralia at Wembley in 1992. He played for Bradford
Bulls from September 1992 until May 1998 when he joined Rochdale

Hornets as Player Coach.
JON ASTON (Prop Forward)

Signed from Hull Sharks in 1998, after previously being on loan. Jon
carries the ball well and is astrong, powerful and dependable
performer. He has tremendous stamina, leads from the front and has
an eye for atry scoring opportunity.

MARTIN BUNCE (Wing/Second Row)

Been at Hornets since May 1994 having signed from Oldham
amateur club Waterhead. Hard and very strong no nonsense player
who runs way above his weight and tackles tenaciously. Versatile
player with agood try scoring record.
ANDY BURGESS (Back Row Forward)

Signed from Salford Reds in December 1998 after 10 years at the
Willows. An intelligent, ball playing loose/back row forward and
current Irish International. His progress this year has been hampered

by injury.

STEVE CAMERON (Prop Forward)

Product of Hornets Academy, he made his debut in the successful
1997 Second Division campaign. Steve is apowerful runner who can
break the first tackle and has agood future if he continues to
develop at the same rate.

SEAN COOPER (Centre)

Signed from Oldham in November 1998, Sean is apowerful player
with asafe pair of hands and experience in the top flight. Having

played with him previously at Bradford he was one of Fox’s first new
signings in the close season.
MICK COULT (Centre)

Signed from Hunslet Hawks after asuccessful loan spell last year
and is avaluable member of the squad due to his versatility. Astrong

running and hard tackling player with an eye for atry scoring
opportunity.

PHIL COUSSONS (Winger/Centre)

Signed in December 1998, another former Salford Reds player who
has GB Academy honours to go with his Super League experience. A
hard working, pacey three-quarter who can tackle, Phil is capable of
scoring tries from anywhere on the field.
ANDY EYRES (Winger)
Signed from Keighley Cougars at the beginning of the 1998 season.
Andy is avastly experienced player. He is aquality player, is reliable
under the high ball and had an excellent season in 1998, scoring

several important tries from the wing.

PETER FITZGERALD (Stand Off/Fuil Back)

Signed from York Wasps during the 1997 close season, this Aussie
is extremely skilful both with the ball in his hands and with the boot.

Aprolific points scorer throughout his career, he missed most of the
1998 campaign with abroken leg but is now reaching his best form
again.

ROB HALL (Prop Forward)

Joined Hornets promotion winning team in 1989 having come through

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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Harlequins
Cabaret Bar

n Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖ L i v e S k y S p o r t s

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS

Hni Btltisli
a^

§J ■ aumiWT!

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Pangue

SuiUagoIll

Cabaret
C=

Bar
Mediterranean

FULLY AIRCONDITION

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

S7954 60

Roval
Carden

Corapwlrt, jrtU*

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden

PLAlfl DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO
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DON YATES

The Life and Times of aRoughyed
D o n l o o k s b a c k a t a l m o s t 5 0 y e a r s a r o u c h y e d

IIRECKON that Ihave been
Ipretty lucky in life. For one
IIhave always enjoyed
Igood health. Another
Ireason is that Ihave been
Iin employment all my adult
Ilife, the past 27 years with
Ithe same employer.
JHowever, that employment
Iceases at 5pm on Tuesday
I7th December 1999. Not

Ithat Iam counting. Iam
*happily married to avery

patient rugby widow, have abrilliant daughter and
now alittle, well not so little, grandson who, sadly,

by agreat misfortune of birth, is aYorkshireman.
Ihave been much, much more fortunate. Iwas

born and bred in Oldham. Born Just across the land

from this stadium at vyhat was then Boundary Park

Hosp i ta l . Iwas b rought up in Greenacres , in a two

up, two down relic of the industrial revolution called

29, Wrigley Street. It was there where my mother

t a u g h t m e l e f t f r o m r i g h t a n d r i g h t f r o m w r o n g .

Being from that part of the town my father took me

up to Watersheddings and in t roduced me to rugby

league. That had aprofound effect on the rest of

my life. As ayoungster Iplayed for Strinesdale with
the likes of Jimmy Russell, Trevor Gerard and Terry
Fogarty. Then for Werneth with Kevin Taylor and Phil

Larder before moving on to Platts, it was whilst at
P l a t t s t h a t I r e a c h e d t h e p i n n a c l e o f m y p l a y i n g

ca ree r. We p l ayed Sadd lewo r th Range rs a t Shaw

Hil l Bank Road and Ihad the dist inct ion of scor ing

al l our s ide’s points . We lost 79-2. I t was around

t h a t t i m e t h a t I d e c i d e d t h a t m y r u g b y l e a g u e

career should take on adi fferent d i rect ion. Perhaps

I c o u l d b e a r e f e r e e , o r a r e p o r t e r ? O r m a y b e j u s t

settle for being afan.

Being an Oldham follower in the 1950's was
great. Iwas at Odsal along with 62,216 others to
see the Roughyeds win the Championship in 1957.
I w a s s t o o d b e h i n d t h e g o a l s w h e r e C o l i n H u t t o n

missed the la te convers ion leav ing O ldham 15-14
i n f r o n t . I a l s o w a t c h e d t h e h a t t r i c k o f L a n c a s h i r e

C u p F i n a l v i c t o r i e s i n 1 9 5 6 , 1 9 5 7 a n d 1 9 5 8 .

Fabulous t imes. There have been some f rust ra t ing
m o m e n t s t o o . O n fi v e o c c a s i o n s I h a v e t r a v e l l e d

with Oldham to Chal lenge Cup semi-finals. And five

t i m e s I h a v e t r a v e l l e d h o m e c r e s t f a l l e n . I w a s a t

Swinton in 1964 when, eight minutes from time,
Hu l l KR l ooked Wemb ley bound a t 14 -7 i n f r on t .

Eight minutes later we were level and looking good
a s w e m o v e d i n t o e x t r a t i m e . G e o f f R o b i n s o n

s c o r e d a n d w e l e d 1 7 - 1 4 . T h e R o u g h y e d s w o u l d

have scored again but, in cricketing parlance, bad

l i g h t s t o p p e d p l a y. N o fl o o d l i g h t s i n t h o s e d a y s .

The Roughyeds were in Division Two then and had
beaten three First Division clubs to get that far. The

second replay at Fartown was one match too far for

the Roughyeds who looked jaded and flat as the
Robins went on to win 12-2. it is totally irrelevant I

k n o w b u t , a t t h e fi n a l w h i s t l e , i t w a s d a r k e r a t
Huddersfield than it had been at Swinton.

The rol ler coaster r ide which encapsulates the

emotions of being aRoughyed fan was adequately
c o v e r e d b y e v e n t s w h i c h o c c u r r e d d u r i n g t h a t

e v e n t f u l 1 9 8 6 - 8 7 s e a s o n . I n N o v e m b e r t h e

i n v i n c i b l e A u s s i e s w e r e r o c k e d a n d a l m o s t

d e f e a t e d a t Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s b e f o r e t h a t n e v e r - t o -

be-forgotten cup tie against Wigan the following

February. Little did Iknow, as IJumped about after
Paddy Kirwan’s match winning try, that less than
t h ree mon ths l a t e r Iwou ld see my he roes bea ten

54-12 on the same Watersheddings pi tch by Leigh.

Days later we were relegated.

M e m o r i e s s i n c e t h e n h a v e i n c l u d e d t w o

thrilling Old Trafford victories against Featherstone

and Hull Kingston Rovers and two miserable
seasons of Super League. What’s super about four

drives, abit of apassing move and then hoof the
ball skywards?

Eventually the trauma of the death of the

B e a r s w a s r e p l a c e d b y t h e e a u p h o r i a o f t h e

Roughyeds reborn. Today’s team may not be the
best we have ever had, but at least it’s here.

As the Town ce lebra tes i ts 150th Ann iversary

at tonight’s match I, hopefully, will arrive Just in
time for kick off after travelling back from last

night’s France-BARLA match. During the trip Iam
s u r e t h a t a t l e a s t o n e F r e n c h m a n w i l l a s k m e

w h e r e I a m f r o m . " I a m f r o m t h e n o r t h o f

England.
Oldham,

bandage
built...

earth”.

....from

tubular

. , ’ ’ I w i l l p r o u d l y s t a t e ,
‘‘the home of the

. w h e r e S p o r t s p a r k 2 0 0 0 w i l l b e

.and where they play the greatest game on

manv i fac t i i red hydrau l i c equ ipment fo r the
» w e r a n d A l a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 82 18 FAX: 0161 6264945
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship
Mike Prescott

Hayneswood

Engineering Sales Ltd.
St Johns Mi l l

St John Street, Lees
0161 620 5337

Craig Barker

Blaineys High Class
B a k e r & C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73 Lees Road, Oldham
0161 624 7391

John Hough

Nancy &Gerald

Fitzgerald

r v > ' 7 ;

Josh Bostock Emerson Jackman JBrian Quinian

IDavid Macauley
IChartered Surveyor
T‘Watersheddings', Long
JHouse Lane, Poulten te Fylde
I01253 883833

Ann &Anita

Bateson

Moorside Electrical

Contractors

07970 728501-is: ●●

/

Paui RoundDaniel Brown Afi Leu i l a

Levers Fish &Chip
Restaurant

O l d h a m M a r k e t H a l l

0161 633 0074

A l e x L o r dPennine Fencing &

Landscaping
01706 659703

Graeme Shaw

Oldham Joinery

^Manufacturers
Britannia Mill, Willow

.Street, Oldham

■g* jfi 0161 627 4237

M i c k M a r t i n d a l eLeo Casey

David &Michael

Gough

G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

Oldham

0161 624 4301JS

Joe McNicholas

Howard Houghton
Flooring Contractors Ltd.
579 Huddersfield Road

Waterhead

0161 627 2142

Nathan Varley

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

Jason Clegg
\/

« ^ n s - « Alpha Photography
Milnrow

01706 642446

"LlV" R-1

Adrian Mead

North Ainley &Co.
Solicitors

34 Clegg Street,
Oldham

0161 624 5614

Gary Coulter

Chaddy Pratts W.
i

Laurent Minut

Kwikprint Ltd.

Union Street,
Oldham

0161 626 7666

Paul Crook

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487
n■w. If*

M i c k C o a t e sEmmanuel Peralta

S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
Oldham

0161 624 5962

M i c k F a r r e i i

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161 643 2487

D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
01457 871717

L

% Graeme BradleyM a r k P e r r e t t

Venda Valet Service

Neville Street Ind. Est.

Chadderton

0161 633 3793

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Target F in ish ing
Serv ices L td .

Bleasby Street, Oldham
0161 626 7436

Stuart Cummings/

McVites Penguin

^«rr

r?,.
●<!
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D O N Y A T E S S E L E C T S A

X I I I O l d h a m - A
T H E TO W N o f O l d h a m h a s b e e n a r i c h s o u r c e o f

rugby talent ever since the breakaway of 1895

which led to the eventual formation of the Rugby

Football League. Contrary to common belief, ahigh

percentage of these players have spent at least

part of their careers with the Roughyeds. Ihave

selected ateam of Oldham born players which, I

suggest, would give any side arun for their money.

At full back Ihave chosen the versatile lestyn

Harris skipper of Challenge Cup winners Leeds,

last season's JJB Man of Steel and Players Player

of the Year. Although only 22 years of age, Harris

has already played in seven tests for Great Britain

and looks certain to lead Wales in next year’s

World Cup Competition. Harris is aproduct of St.
A n n e s j u n i o r s w h o m a i n t a i n s h i s i n t e r e s t i n t h e

local amateur game by coaching the Shaw Rhinos

junior side. Aprolific point scorer.

establish in the early years

of the game.

T h e o t h e r c e n t r e s p o t

would be occupied by Billy

M i t c h e l l , a f o r m e r S t .

Mary's junior who played in
o v e r 3 0 0 m a t c h e s f o r t h e

Roughyeds either side of
the Second World War.

Although Mitchell never

played representative rugby

he was well respected by

h is fe l l ow p ro fess iona ls who a l l rea l i sed wha t an

outstanding talent he was.

L e f t w i n g e r Te r r y

O’Grady a lways p ra ised

M i t c h e l l f o r t h e h e l p h e

gave him in the early years

of his career. O’Grady was

also aproduct of St. Mary’s

Juniors who went on to play
1 4 t i m e s f o r L a n c a s h i r e

a n d i n s i x t e s t s f o r G r e a t

Billy Mitchell

Winger George Tyson

was an outstanding winger

in the early days of our
game,

c o m p e t i t i o n w a s n o t a s

frequent as it is nowadays

and Tyson only played in
four tests for Great Br i ta in .

T h r e e o f t h o s e t e s t s c a m e

during the first test series

against Australia when the

Kangaroos toured Br i ta in in

1908. Tyson scored t r ies in a l l three tests

including the late match winner in the decisive

third test. Tyson was signed from Werneth and

scored 111 tries from his 246 appearances for

the Roughyeds.

Tyson’s centre partner would be Sam Lees, a

versatile back and accurate goal kicker. Lees was

aregular in the Lancashire county side and a
m e m b e r o f t h e O l d h a m t e a m w h i c h w o n t h e

Challenge Cup in 1899. He was signed from

Leesfield Trini ty Juniors, aclub he helped to

Internationa

Britain, touring Australasia

in 1954. Adevastating

finisher, O’Grady enjoyed

success with both Wigan and Warrington after

leaving Watersheddings.

Lightening fast utility back Des Foy played the

majority of his rugby in the centre spot but Iselect

h i m a t s t a n d - o f f , t h e

position he played in during
o n e o f h i s t h r e e t e s t

a p p e a r a n c e s . F o y i s a

product of Saddleworth

Rangers who began h is

p r o f e s s i o n a l c a r e e r w i t h

Widnes before moving back
to Oldham in 1982. He was

one of five Oldham players
who toured Australasia with

Terry O'Grady

George Tyson

^=3# w . .

(

Des Foy

Ci>



T E A M O F R O U G H Y E D S

champion Team
B a r r i e M c D e r m o t t w h o b o t h l e a r n e d t h e i r r u g b y

wi th Waterhead Jun io rs . Jackson was amember o f

that great Roughyed team of the mid-fif t ies,

winning two test caps and selection as a1958

British Lion. Unfortunateiy aknee injury sustained

eariy in that tour brought his career to apremature

close but as aprop-forward in an era when scrums

really were scrums, he was an invaluable member
of the team.

If Ken Jackson was aprop-forward from the

old school, then Barrie McDermott is the epitome

o f t he mode rn day f o rwa rd . He began h i s

professional career with Oldham, then moved to

Wigan and is now at Leeds where he is something

of acult figure. McDermott has won three caps for

Britain but is likely to be representing Ireland in

next year's World Cup. Adouble cup winner this

year -with Leeds at Wembley, where he scored

that memorable blockbusting try, and with

Waterhead here at Boundary Park where he was

assistant coach to the Standard Cup winners.

Hooker is another position which throws up a

number of candidates. Edgar Brooks was afine

ball winner and agreat character, Kevin Taylor was

areliable and loyal servant. Between them they
made over 700 appearances for the Roughyeds.

However, my hooker would be Nicky Kiss, the

Saddleworth Rangers Junior who spent all his

playing career with Wigan and who is currently on

the coaching staff at Halifax. Kiss never gave less

t h e 1 9 8 4 L i o n s a n d

t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f h i s

career represented Ireland.
S c r u m - h a l f M i c k F o r d

h a s h a d t h e m i s f o r t u n e o f

playing during an era when
several brilliant half-backs

w e r e a r o u n d . H e i s a

former St. Annes Junior

who has enjoyed success
with Wigan, Leigh, Oldham,
Castleford and now

Bramley where he is p layer -coach. My two

outstanding memories of Ford are the 1985

Challenge Cup Final at Wembley when Ithought he

should have been awarded the Lance Todd Trophy

and the the John Player Trophy Final when he led

Castleford to that amazing 33-2 victory over Wigan.

Ford made only two test appearances for Great

Britain but he toured Australasia in 1988 when he

s k i p p e r e d t h e L i o n s i n

several club matches.

Without

outstanding half-back and
c l e v e r t a c t i c i a n .

There have been a

n u m b e r o f o u t s t a n d i n g

^Oldham born prop-forwards
including Harry Ogden and

' R o d M a r l o r b u t t h e t w o I g o

f o r a r e K e n J a c k s o n a n d

i

doubt an

Ken Jackson
continued on page 26

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !
A r e Yo u I n t h e R o u g h y e d s ’ G r e a t W e e k l y L o t t e r y ?

I f N o t . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The prize starts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

yya

^^Get
ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMISSION

VWHILE YOD play! x

All ^

T h i s f o r o n l y

V £ 1 A W E E K y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
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MICHAEL TURNER

#

L I K E o u r s e l v e s R o c h d a l e

H o r n e t s w e r e f o u n d e r

m e m b e r s o f t h e N o r t h e r n

Union in 1895 and aithough
fi x t u r e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c i u b s

p r e - d a t e d t h e b r e a k a w a y b y

a i m o s t 2 0 y e a r s , i t w a s a t

Wate rshedd ings on November
30th 1895 and the first

“Rugby League" de rby ma tch

w a s c o n t e s t e d b y t h e s e t w o
East Lancashire rivais.

Oidham won the match by
t h i r t een po in t s t o e i gh t . The

Roughyeds po in ts came f rom

a t r y e a c h ( 3 p o i n t s ) f o r
Chariey Bradbury and Bob
E d w a r d s w h i c h w e r e

supp iemented by apena i ty
goai from Sam Lees (3 points)

and adrop goal f rom Jack
Hurst (4 points).

Oldham Team: H. England;C. Bradbury, S.

Lees, W. McCutcheon, J. Hurst, H. Varley, A.
Lees; E. Bonser, T. Furniss, J. Merriii, R.

Edwards, R. Wyiie, J. Lees, A. Chiids, E.
Etchells.

Attendance: 11,000

The return fixture was aiso piayed at

Watershedd ings due to the temporary
suspens ion o f Rochdale ’s Ath le t ic Grounds.

This game was played on March 21st 1896

with Oldham complet ing the double by
sixteen points to three.

The last meeting between the clubs was

of course the League match at Spotland on
May 3rd when Hornets ran out winners by 29
-18 and prior to that there was the Law Cup

match on New Year’s Day when Hornets
proved much the stronger side in a48 -10
v i c t o r y. T h e l a s t s e n i o r c o m p e t i t i v e m a t c h

before this season was in the Challenge Cup
4th Round on February 9th 1997. The match

was p layed a t Boundary Park w i th Oldham

‘Bears’ progressing to the next round after a

comfortable 48 -6triumph.

The last League encounter took place at

S p o t l a n d , a s l o n g a g o a s A p r i l 9 t h 1 9 9 3 .

T h i s w a s i n t h e d a y s o f t h e ‘ e i g h t c l u b ’

second division. Oldham won the game 32 -

18 on their way to promotion, iva Ropati (2),

Wally Gibson, Tommy Martyn and Ben Olsen

scored tries with Steve Kerry adding six
goals.

O l d h a m Te a m : W. G i b s o n ; S . R a n s o n , D .

Abram, I. Ropati, A. Phillip; T. Martyn, S.

Kerry; I. Sherratt, J. Graziano, B. McDermott,

R. Phillips, S. Tupaea, B. Olsen, Subs; D.

Bradbury, M. Solomona.

Attendance: 1,929

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’.

I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n Wa l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l Tu r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquali^ assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits,

nee Brokers

Castle Hou se, Schofi el dStreet, Oldham,OLS IQL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

God^o div Pn

Co. ercial Insii
G o o d i v f n

O l d h a m C h a m b e r



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!

Amyneswood

^iTngineering
^ales
^Ltd.

NEEDS

f
Registered Office;

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
w o r k m a t e s i n t h e Ya n k e e ?

Fax:

0161-627 4367 H e l p U s - H e l p Yo u r s e l v e s

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds

//you are interested

phone Scott on

0161 -628 -3677
or

Write to him at the Club Ojfices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform IYeVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,

F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a j o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

^^ fillings of the
iSy highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

a ■

r- ■ rwiM
V

:A,

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

1PLATT&HILL.
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ■Visa ■Mastercard ■Switch ■

Delta ●Solo ■Amex Tel. 0161 621 4400 ●Fax: 0161 621 4408



Oldham

Evening

Chronicle',

For the best coverage;. |
o f a I o c a I n e w s a n d

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

Marshall

Pumps
I

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N G - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D n O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

H A N D R A I L - H . D . E P R O T I L E S

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

RLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 ●F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

approved distr ibutor for

many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, tve

support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivalled technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

///A
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel :  0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u g b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

1 9 8 2 t h a t B A R L A t o o k o n t h e N o r t h e r n Z o n e

at Lac. There were two local juniors on that

tour, Pete and Dave Gr imbley of St . Annes

and both played in that match, Pete on the

wing and Dave at scrum-half. BARLA won 17-

14 with Pete Grimbley scoring two of their
five tries.

T H I S E V E N I N G ’ S

m a t c h i s t h e o n l y

professional
fixture scheduled

to be staged in

Oldham

1999. That sad

sta te o f a ffa i rs would be unheard o f years

ago but playing rugby in the English summer

would also be unheard of prior to 1995.

Action before then would be taking place

down under in Aus t ra l ia wh ich was exac t l y

the case 33 years ago, on Monday 13th June

1 9 6 6 , w h e n t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s v i s i t e d

Newcastle. The home side were roared on by

apartisan crowd of 13,125 who so inspired

their heroes that Great Britain were only able

to w in 5 -2 . The B r i t i sh t r y was sco red by

winger Berwyn Jones of Wakefield Trinity and

converted by Arthur Keegan (Hull). Included

i n t he L i ons l i ne -up t ha t day we re cen t re

Frank Myler (Widnes) and second rower Terry

Fogarty (Halifax), both of whom were to play
f o r a n d c o a c h H o r n e t s l a t e r i n t h e i r c a r e e r s .

Myler, of course, also coached the

Roughyeds.

Another tourist included in that 1966 trip

was utility back Ken Gowers (Swinton), a

Rochdale lad whose father Walter played for

H o r n e t s a n d w h o a l s o t o u r e d A u s t r a l a s i a .

W a l t e r G o w e r s t o u r e d i n 1 9 2 8 a n d i t w a s o n

this day of that year, Wednesday 13th June

1928, that the L ions v is i ted L ismore where

they defeated the Far North Coast by 20

points to nine. Full-back Walter landed a

solitary goal for Britain that evening although

the L ions were wel l on top throughout and

c r o s s e d f o r s i x t r i e s .

Last night the Great Britain amateurs
were in the south of France but seventeen

years ago they were further afield in Papua
New Gu inea . I t was on Sunday 13 th June

JUNE

13
during

It was on this day in 1990, Wednesday

13th June, that Queensland entertained New

S o u t h Wa l e s i n t h e t h i r d S t a t e o f O r i g i n

match of the season before asell out

31,500 crown at Lang Park, Brisbane, NSW
h a d w o n t h e fi r s t t w o m a t c h e s a n d l o o k e d

set to record awhitewash when they led 10-

4late in the first half. However, former

Oldham player-coach Bob Lindner was in

inspirational form for the Maroons who came

b a c k t o e q u a l i s e b y h a l f t i m e a n d t h e n

snatch a14-10 victory with alate try from

substitute Steve Jackson (Western Suburbs).
I n 1 9 6 4 F r a n c e w e r e o n t o u r d o w n u n d e r

where, on Saturday 13th June, the first test

was staged at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

The French put up abrave performance but

were beaten 20-6 by aKangaroo team who
w e n t o n t o w i n t h e o t h e r t w o t e s t s . C e n t r e

Claude Mantoulan (XIII Catalan) landed three

penalties for France whilst all four Australian

threequarters scored tr ies, Mike Cleary

(South Sydney), Reg Gasnier (St. George),

Greame Langlands (St. George) and Ken

Irvine (North Sydney). Langlands also added

four goals.

Twenty seven years later, on Thursday
13th June 1991, France suffered amuch

heavier defeat when they met New Zealand

at Carlaw Park, Auckland. The Kiwis rans in

e l e v e n t r i e s t o w i n 6 0 - 6 a n d i t w a s n o t u n t i l

t h r e e m i n u t e s f r o m t i m e t h a t s t a n d - o f f

skipper Giles Dumas got France on the

sco reboa rd w i t h aconso la t i on t r y wh i ch he

converted himself.

Wherever you see this sign you can be assured
of an efficient and professionai approach

to any property matter
7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER (S?
DUTTON

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 ' A L U E R S A N D S U R V E '



DON YATES'

Chamvion Team(cant’d)
L

continued from page 21

than 100%. His commitment was unbel ievab le and

another unbelievable fact was that he only made
one test appearance for Great Britain.

former St. Annes Junior began his professional

career with Warrington and has since had spells

with Leeds and Featherstone Rovers before joining

Sheffield Eagles. Ahard running prop he has

p layed i n fou r t es t ma tches , t ou red New Zea land
and t he Sou th Pac i fic w i t h G rea t B r i t a i n i n 1996

and skippered England against Wales last season.
A n o t h e r s u b s t i t u t e

would be Terry Flanagan,
p r i n c i p a l l y a l o o s e - f o r w a r d

but aversatile player who

displayed outstanding ball¬

playing ski l ls dur ing his

career at Oldham, his only

professional club. Flanagan
made

Second-row forward

Herman Hilton joined

Oldham from Healey Street
J u n i o r s i n 1 9 1 3 a n d w e n t

straight into the first team.

He remained there until his

retirement in 1925. He

toured Australasia with the

1 9 2 0 B r i t i s h L i o n s a n d

appeared in seven test

matches. Hilton had every

attribute required by atop

class second-rower, speed, size, tackling ability
and agood pair of hands. Certainly one of the
World's best forwards of his era.

My other second-row forward would be Terry

Fogarty. Although he was born in Glossop, he was

brought up in Oldham, however, and played his
early rugby with Strinesdale and then Saddleworth

Rangers. Fogarty turned professional with Halifax

and then joined Wigan, returned to Halifax and

ended his playing career with Rochdale Hornets.

During ahighly successful club career, Fogarty won
numerous honours, the highlight of which was his

winning of the very first Harry Sunderland Trophy
for h is magnificent performance in the 1965
Championship Final. He represented Great Britain

whilst with all three of his professional clubs and

he toured Australasia with the 1966 Lions. Fogarty
was an extremely ski l l fu l forward on attack as wel l

as acapab le de fende r.

At loose-forward Iwould have the current

Great Britain international Paul Sculthorpe. He is a

former Waterhead Junior who turned professional

with Warrington and who was then transferred to

St. Helens for £370,000. He is still only 21 years
of age but has already made 11 test appearances

and should be around for several years to come.

Sculthorpe is agood all-round forward combining
solid defence and excellent ball handling skills
with natural speed, strength and afine tactical
brain.

Herman Hilton
four test

a p p e a r a n c e s a n d t o u r e d

Australasia in 1984. He is

aformer Saddleworth Terry Flanagan

Rangers Junior.

J - -1 U t i l i t y back Tommy
C a s h w a s a v e r s a t i l e b a c k

w h o j o i n e d O l d h a m f r o m

W e r n e t h J u n i o r s i n 1 9 0 2 .

Although atalented
a t tacker. Cash was a lso an

effective defender despite

1HI.S his small stature. Aprolific
t ry scorer, Cash lef t Oldham

in 1920 when he joined

Coventry.
Tommy Cash P r o b a b l y t h e m o s t
versatile player to come from Oldham is Richard

Russell. He is another product of Saddieworth

Rangers who served Wigan, Oldham, Castleford

a n d n o w B r a m l e y . R u s s e l l h a s p l a y e d

professionally at full-back, wing, centre, stand-off,
hooker and loose-forward. His versatility makes
him the ideal subst i tute.

So there is my team. If nothing else, my
selection indicates the strength of rugby talent

produced by this town and, remember, these

players represent only the tip of the iceberg.

Literally hundreds of Oldhamers have gone on to
p lay p ro fess iona l rugby and Iam su re tha t

hundreds more will follow In their footsteps. Long

may that tradition continue and long may rugby
league thrive in Oldham, ahotbed of northern

sporting culture.

No team nowadays goes into amatch without

three prop-forwards so the first name on my
substitutes bench would be Steve Molloy. This

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999



t4 customr focused service fo ffe wafer indusprij
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

Water Meter Instal lat ion &Maintenance

Pre installation Surveys

Installation of Automatic Meter

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
New Ear th Wa te r Se rv i ces L im i ted
“New Earth House’ 159 Huddersfield Road, Oldham. OLl SPA

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Tel: 0161 678 6354 Fax :0161 628 5197
e-mail lnfo@newearth.co.uk

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s
Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

& 7® a m e m b e r o f t h e

INTEX ISO 9002 MIIKMM.

ACCflEOtTAnOH

CfORTWCATlOf

MCTEJDelivery Management
and Support Services

REGISTERED COMPANY

A t l a n t i c G r o u p P l c BSEN ISO 9002 Certificate No. 9662

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O

Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business
& O L D H A M R . L . F . C .

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems
contact:

0161 -366 6535

0161 -339 6140

0161 -624 2550

0161 -681 5600

Hyde -Stephen Howard
Ashton -John Mills

Oldham -David Savidge

F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s

27
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SLUMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANY BODY
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Slmnbeiland
Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleep



O L D H A M R L F C A L L I A N C E a n d U N D E R 2 1

Player Sponsorship

Gary Coulter, Nathan Varley, Jim Rogers, Adam Browne, Gary Keegan, Craig Barker,
Paul Round, Chris Coop, Adam Baker, Robert Ward, Mick Farrell, Daniel Wood

Front Row: Jason Brassington, Rhys Winston, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Michael Coates, Craig Milner

Back Row (I to r):

Gary Keegan ■sponsored by
Saddleworth Heatinb Limited

Stamford Road, Oldham
Tel 0161 665 3454

Adam Browne -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Jim Rogers -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Jason Brassington -sponsored by
Gaskell &Co. Estate Agents

148 Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 620 1427

Adam Baker ■sponsored by

Harry Long (0/M) Ltd

Lower Victoria Street, Chadderton
Tel : 0161 626 9175

Chris Coop -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Tel 0161 624 2250

Michaei Coates -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

David Lewis -sponsored by
P l a t t & H i l l F o a m & F i b r e F i l l i n g s

Belgrave Mill, FItton Hill Road, Oldham
Tel : 0161 621 4400

Rhys Winston -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Craig Miiner -sponsored by
M i c k H a r r o p

Domino Engineering

Henry Broomhaii -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Warren Druggitt -sponsored by

The Supporters Club

Andrew Livesey -sponsored by
National Westminster Bank plc, N. E. Manchester Business Centre,

10 Yorkshire St, Oidham. Contact Robert Doian Area Sales Business Advisor
Tei: 0385 371395 PromotingSmali Businesses in Oidham

NB: Some Players featured in the above team group are already sponsored in the group on p.19.

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season



'Match by Match Analysis 1999
© ©

10 11 12

II IIJANUARY

1 Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879 Mead

17 Widnes

24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

1 ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764 Minut 3G

7 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s L O - 3 0 1 0 1 8 M i n u t

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd W18-10 1620 Minut 2G

28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd L2-18 1438 Minut

MARCH

12 BARROW B.R. W24‘20 1123 Minut 2G

D8-8 2080 Minut

L2-44 1533 Minut

Minut

Farrell G Quinlan

Leuila

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Barker

Barker

Farrell

Casey

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley

Quinlan 1G

Martindale

Martindale

Coulter!

Coulter

Coulter

Bostock

Leuila! Prescott Round

A.N.Other

Fitzpatrick

L6-12 2500 Meadi!

L12-34 1000 A.N.Other

Farrell Crook Shaw Prescott

Barker

Fitzpatrick

A . N . O t h e r !Mead Leuila Crook G Round Clegg Shaw Quinlan G

Mead 2! Leuila

Leuila

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg 1! Shaw Coulter

Quinlan

Perrett

Jackman Round Peralta

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott 1!

Perrett

Quinlan

Quinlan

Perrett

Peralta

Peralta

Mead Bostock Crook Brown

Brown 1!1G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Clegg Shaw Jackman

Martindale

Shaw

Coulter

Coulter

Coulter

Leuila

Leuila

Jackman Clegg 1! Shaw

Mead Bostock McNicholas Jackman Brown 1G Clegg Peralta Perrett Crook

Mead Leuila Bostock 2! McNicholas J a c k m a n

Bostock 1! McNicholas C r o o k

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

Jackman 1! McNicholas 2! WoodSG

Brown 2!

Brown 1G

Brown

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Perrett

Quinlan 1G

Quinlan 1G

Martindale Coulter Prescott

Peralta

Prescott

Prescott

Quinlan 2G

Perrett

Perrett

Perrett

Peralta

Prescott17 HullK. R.

21 Hunslet Hawks

28 WIDNES VIKINGS L18-33

APRIL

2Doncaster Dragons W27-12 878

5LEIGH CEN7URI0NS L20-26 2163

11 Bramley

25 YORK

Mead Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Clegg Shaw Martindale Coulter

JackmanMead Clegg Martindale

Martindale

Shaw

Mead Brown Casey Clegg Shaw Farrell Quinlan

Minut

Minut

Meadi!

Mead 2!

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

Farrell McNicholas 1! Wood 1!3G1DG Brown 1! Casey Hough 1!

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Prescott Martindale V a r l e y

Prescott Martindale Va r l e y

Prescott Martindale 1! Barker

Prescott Martindale C r o o k e

CrookLewis

Quinlan

Peralta

Peralta

Peralta

Peralta

Farrell 1! McNicholas W o o d 4 G

F a r r e l l 1 ! M c N i c h o l a s 1 ! C r o o k

Farrell McNicholas W o o d I G

Brown

Brown

Brown 1!

Clegg Shaw Crook

RoundL18-24 500

L14-43 1125

Minut 3G

Minut

Mead Casey

Casey

Clegg Shaw
Varley

BarkerMeadi! Clegg Varley Round

MAY

1 S I L K C U ! C C F i n a l

3 Rochdale Hornets L18-29 1568

9 Keighley Cougars L28-32 1842

L24-31 1478

30 WHI!EHAVENW. L24-32 775

Minut

Minut

Minut

Minut

Mead Wood Farrell McNicholas

F a r r e l l 1 ! M c N i c h o l a s 2 !

C r o o k 5 G Brown

Brown 1!, 3G

Brown 1!, 4G

Brown 4G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough 1!

Hough

Hough

Peralta Prescott Martindale 1! Quinlan

Quinlan Sinfield Coates

Varley

Va r l e y 1 ! S i n fi e l d 1 ! F i t z p a t r i c k

Varley

Varley

Round Sinfield

Mead WoodIG

Jackman

Farrell

Crook ClEBS Round Jackman

Prescott

Prescott

Peralta

23 Swinton Lions Mead Farrell M c N i c h o l a s

Jackman McNicholas

Crook

Crook

Clegg 1!

Clegg 1!

Round 1!

Round 1!

Sinfield Coates Shaw Quinlan 1!

Mead Shaw Barker

JUNE

6Workington !own W22-17 1148

9FEA!HERS!ONE ROVERS H

13 ROCHDALE H0RNE7S

18 BA7LEY BULLDOGS

27 Featherstone Rovers

Minut 1! Mead Leuila 1! Farrell McNicholas C r o o k 2 ! Brown 1G Clegg Barker Peralta Round Varley Shawl! Coates Darkes Hough Jackman

H7.45 (Boundary Park)

H7.45

Hi, everyone from the Supporters Club Committee.

After our first open meeting at Mr Wrigley’s you will have read in the Oldham Chron. about our social evening on SATURDAY
12TH JUNE at Mr Wrigley’s, which, hopefully was agreat success.

The committee would like to know if anyone has any ideas or venues where we could hold our open meetings, so that we can

get around and meet you the supporters. This will also give you achance to meet the committee and put any ideas forward you
may have.

A

JULY

4HULLK.R.

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLE! HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 D0NCAS!ER DRAGONS

H

A

Do not forget on SUNDAY 4th JULY we are holding asponsored WALK. This will start from OLDHAM to SPOTLAND. We would
like your help with this such as walkers and sponsors.

The date of the FUN DAY will be announced soon. If there is anyone out there with any ideas or help just get in touch with me.

Thank you to everyone who has put their names forward for the supporters rugby team. We still need more, either male or
female so come along. Don’t be shy, give me aring and Join in the fun.

Please come forward and ring DAVID on 345 8566 anytime. Hope to hear from you soon. Cheers,

H

A

H7.45

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 LANCASHIRE LYNX

A

H7.45

David Patterson
H



W H A T W E A R E

Celebrating
A S h o r t H i s t o r y o f O l d h a m B o r o u g h

in the early nineteen-fifties to 13 with atotal
of 52 councillors.

In August 1887, following apetition to the

Privy Council and after much opposition from
outside, the Borough was granted its own
Court of Quarter Sessions, which meant that

most cr iminal offences commit ted wi th in the

Borough could be tried at the Quarter
S e s s i o n s i n Q l d h a m r a t h e r t h a n i n

Manchester. The first Court was held on 27th

Q c t o b e r 1 8 8 7 .

Under the Local Government Act 1888,

Qldham was raised to County Borough status

making it an autonomous local government
unit which had control of the police, roads,

elementary education (and later secondary
education), transport, water and the fire
brigade
responsibilities were removed in the 1960s.

By the Local Government Act of 1972,
Local Government in England and Wales was

reorganised with effect from 1st April 1974.
The Queen, by Charter on 23rd November

1973, granted the District Borough Status -
such status to take effect from 1st April 1974.
Qn that date the new Metropolitan Borough

came into being, having been formed from the

County Borough of Qldham, the Urban
D i s t r i c t s o f F a i l s w o r t h , C h a d d e r t o n ,

Crompton, Royton and Lees in the Lancashire
County Council area and the Urban District
Council of Saddleworth in the area of the

West Riding of the County of York.

w F R Q M 1 8 2 7 t o

I1849 the Township
Iof Qldham was

governed by abody
o f r e s i d e n t s k n o w n

jjl by the somewhat
P' misleading title of
fPolice Commis-

t:

^ ■  Hp sioners. They were a
" B “ n o n - e l e c t e d b o d y o f

Bproperty owners and
professional men. Every

townsman who received £50 per annum from

property or paid £30 in rent was entitled to be
aCommissioner. It was this non-elected body
which ran the town.

In 1848 there were 360 residents entitled

to sit as Commissioners. They had the power

to levy taxes up to and not exceeding 2/6d
(12.5p) in the pound and were responsible for

sanitation, repair of highways, the lighting of

streets, control of police and the fire brigade.
The front of the Qld Town Hall was built by the
C o m m i s s i o n e r s i n 1 8 4 1 .

This body seemed to be fairly efficient

and enterprising. However the town had a
reputation for inadequate public services and
lack of amenities. The local police force was

unable to cope with recurrent outbursts of
violence and lawlessness.

In 1833, the year after Qldham had

become aParliamentary Borough, anumber
of powerful citizens were pressing for
municipal status. This first attempt to gain a
Charter of Incorporation failed.

In 1849 due to further problems, mainly

with policing, apetition written on 100 sheets
of parchment was drawn up and presented to
the Privy Council asking for the Charter to be

granted.

although some of these

Despite continued opposition and
following an official enquiry, the Charter of
Incorporation of the Borough of Qldham was
finally granted on 13th June 1849 and
delivered to the Town Hall on 14th June

where it was put on public display.
Qriginally the Borough comprised eight

wards, each one eiecting three Councillors
a n d a n A l d e r m a n . I n 1 8 8 7 t h e n u m b e r o f

wards was increased to 12, increasing again

[IT



. A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E

iRt Hon Robert Sheldon MP

H O U S E O F C O M M O N S

LONDON SWIA OAA
y4

'^1

a
^'1

R
obert Sheldon welcomes the participation of Oldham Rugby League Football Club in the
150th Celebrations of the founding of the Borough.

Rugby League is an essential part of the Oldham scene and the opportunity for the Club
once again to play in Oldham as part of the Borough’s celebrations is awelcome reminder of the

close links between the town and the sport. The expectation now is that apermanent presence in the
town for the Club will be actively encouraged.

Ido hope that the Club’s participation in the 150th Celebrations will lead to agreater
appreciation of Rugby League’s importance in the town. Ishall, like so many others, be taking part
in the weekend’s activities and shall be expressing my appreciation of the role of the Club even
though Ishall, unfortunately, not be able to join you at the game.

With all good wishes for your future success.

The Right Hon. Robert Sheldon MP

for Ashton ULyne, Droylsden, Failsworth and Hollinwood

Our Special Thanks For Support Today From the Following:-

DR SYNTAX

93, Union Street,

O l d h a m O L l I P E

0161 627 4859
T h e B o d y S h o p - M a n c h e s t e r

L o r d s C a t e r e r s
mmSUNDAY

Mirror
Sweets

C h r i s W o o d

R u g b y F o o t b a l l L e a g u e

UK

C o n t i n e n t a l S w e e t s U K

Welcome To All The Oldham Ex Players -Enjoy The Day!
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.

The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
location and excellent communications links

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.oldham.gov.ulc^^^

O L D H A M D c r a b
Metropolitan Borough O



●J: VT o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

Match

Oldham Metropolitan

Borough Council

Associate Match

Speedy Hire
Alexandra Hotel

Cable North West

Lees Village Service
Station

Midland Bank 4Zk

Matchhall
Irene &Edward Turner

Man of the Match
O l d h a m C h r o n i c l e

ILaurent MINUT

2Adrian MEAD

3Emmerson JACKMAN

4 M i c k E A R R E E E

5Joe McNICHOEAS
6Paul CROOK

7Daniel BROWN

8Eeo CASEY

9John HOUGH

10 Jason CEEGG
11 Paul ROUND

12 Nathan VAREEY

13 Ian SINEIEED

14 Michael COATES

15 Graeme SHAW

-ii

16 Mike PRESCOTT

17 Brian QUINLAN

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

Coaeh: Deryck Fox
IMarkPOWEEE

2Andy EYRES
3Phil COUSSONS

4Sean COOPER

5Fee HUDSON

6 P e t e r F I T Z G E R A E D

7 C h r i s K E L E Y

8Jon ASTON
9David STEPHENSON

10 Martin BUNCE

1 1 C h r i s M c K i n n e y

12 MickCOUET

1 3 C h r i s N E W A E E

14 Steve MARSH

15 Willie SWANN

Today’s Referee

Mr Stuart Cummings

Jm

}I
Touch Judges

Mr Pete McLaughlin
M r C h r i s L e e

Welcome to all the

Oldham ex-players -

Enjoy The Day!

16 Rob HALL

17 Deryck FOX

A F T E R T H E N A T C H V I S I T N R W R I G L E Y S


