
O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E £ 1 . 5 0

i



Sill

fi®

WORKINGTON TO\

R-L-F'C
*

m

Club Officials 1999

Club President: U.K Wjlson
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S:Directors:
mm<G. Tubman (Chairman)
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I' (fUmif, Ji)nnovari,

HI>!i!, ti-.’.lk, Wll.ariMin,

tffi0m

Eil
■

*k. kiikunmi, \\'ai tv
i

TOWNPatrons:
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welcome you to

Derwent Park Stadium
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Senior Vice-President: ].S. Williams

Vice-Presidents:

■, p::|.iAiiche»nfE Chalton,
B. Edgar, K. Davies, J, Elliot,
G.W. Graham, R.V. Graves,

K. Irving, J.D. Nelson, R.B. Viney,
I.l|. Yeovvart,

R.L Council Rep: J.C. Donovan

Deputy: MCunningham

Chief Executive: J.C. Donovan

Football Manager; Mrs. J. Kennedy

Finance Manager; RCaunce

Pools Manager: K. Ray

Commercial Manager: Ms. A. Cowan

Company Secretary; J. Aitcheson

Schools Liaison Officer: M, Cunningham

Junior Development Officer: M. Cunningham

Head Coach: A. Platt

Assistant Coach: D. Robley

Academy Coach: P. Penrice

Acadmey Administration: K. Singleton

Kit Supervisor: J. Woolaghan
Medical Officers:

Mr. D. Richards, Dr. K.R. Joy

Hon. Surgeon: Mr. M. Griess Mdi(Orch)FRCS

Physiptherapist: Mark Frazer

Time Keeper: G. Short

Programme Contributors:

K. Singleton, P. Williamson, R. Coulter,
P. Gilmour Jnr.

P r e s s O f fi c e r : W. H a r r i s o n
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H O N O U R S B O A R D

Rugby League Championship Winners Runners Up 1958

Second Division Championship Winners: 1993/94

Third Division Runners Up: 1992/93

Western Division Championship Winners:  1962/63

Challenge Cup Winners: 1952, Runners Up: 1955,1958

Divisional Premiership Winners: 1993/94, Runners Up: 1992/93

Lancashire Cup Winners: 1977, Runners Up: 1976,1978,1979

Lancashire League Championship Runners Up; 1950/51,1961/62

Wigan Sevens Winners: 1978

National Sevens Winners: 1958

Lancashire Shield Winners: 1966/67,1967/68,1971/72
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If we arc

to get to

the play¬

offs and do

anything
the lads

need

vociferous

support

and we

need bodies

through the
turnstiles

ii

We're on aroll but where is

everyone?

H's confusing to say the least, last
\-ear the club almost went out of

b u s i n e s s b u t t h e f a n t a s t i c

support given by people to the
club through the newspapers,
petitions and by their presence at
● îdlford was probably the major
nason why we are here today.
Iast year was nightmare in terms
of performance on the field and
yet we still managed crowds of
around 700. Here we are 7th in

the :division with the lads

5lay|ng some of the best rugby 1
lave seen at Derwent Park,

looking for atop five place and
we struggle to get 800 people. If
ueare to get to the play-offs and
do anything the lads need
\'ociferous support and we need
bodies through the turnstiles to
be- ib le to o f fe r them decen t

i ncen t i ves . The c lub has sa id a l l

along it will invest any upturn in
support back to the players
(whilst remaining within the
salary cap of course). Afterall it is
these lads that have got us where
we are. They are ateam that
dc'-erve good support, so if you
know anyone who perhaps
signed apetition or travelled to
S.tlford and they are not coming
to support us then take the time
to ask them why.
' I his afternoon we have made

into aspecial day for the kids.
Iree entry, bouncy castles, face
nainting and the like. The
lerwent Lounge in open from 12

noon with the Swinton game
being screened at 1.00 p.m. After
the game we have have an
e v c e l l e n t e n t e r t a i n e r i n ' F i z z e r '

and the Man of the Match award

will be made at approximately
5.00 p.m.
Oldham provide us with the
opposition today hot of their
defeat by "Jermings Team of the.
Week" Whitehaven (I wonder

who chose that?). By all accounts
they played really well and but
for the last ten minutes or so

could have had the game sewn
up. Andy will have no doubt run
the ru le over Oldham and wi l l be

fully informed so here's hoping
we can make i t four out of four.

On to something less pleasant.
We, as club have been reported to
the Rugby League concerning
Rac ia l Abuse f rom an e lemen t o f

our supporters. The actual game
in question was the York game.
The Club will make it's position
clear. ANYONE found using
racial abuse in this ground will
be ejected and banned from this
club for l i fe. There is no room or

excuse fo r behav iour o f th is k ind

in society today. We will be
asking the support groups to
help us stamp out this cowardly
behaviour by getting their
members to report anyone being
abusive in general (not just
racially). This is not the first
incident or t ime that this club has

been reported, indeed an
incident of verbal abuse occurred

at Lancashire Lynx this year and
acouple of seasons ago asimilar
racial abuse complaint was made
to the author i t ies about our c lub.

Workington Town believes in
equal opportunit ies for ALL

regardless of creed or colour.

Enjoy the game

tt

Boardroom Brief



WTR Reels and Spools

was formed in 1988

and over the last 11

years we have

grown

into the

largest

independent

chipboard

reel

manufacturer

in Great Britain,

supplying reels

f r o m P r e s t o n t o

Poland.

oSimply -the best!
REEL MANUFACTURER 01900 66140



The players and officials of

Oldham together with their

vociferously passionate

and loyal supporters were
u n d e r n o i l l u s i o n a s t o t h e

size of the task facing them
in the Ford Divisional

Premiership. While the first
half of the season has

tended to reinforce that

view, the side bearing the

Oldham club's hopes has

p e r f o r m e d f a r m o r e

creditably than their results
to date have shown.

Avery close home defeat

neighbours

Whitehaven confirmed my

thoughts, and while the
c o n fi d e n c e i n o u r s i d e i s

growing, other clubs in this

division are beginning to sit

up and take notice of the up
t u r n i n o u r r e s u l t s . A s o n e

o f t h e f o r m s i d e s i n t h e

division at the moment, all

Iour opponents from
now until the end of

Lthe season are going
1to try that little bit
Iharder to defeat us.

■T h e t e a m t u r n e d i n

Ianother tremendous

performance last

Sunday aga ins t

Swinton Lions, and

again played some

great football and fully

deserved to win. Craig

Stalker once again had a

great game and is maturing

every week, and fu l l y
deserved the man of the

man award.

I b e l i e v e t h e c l u b h a s m a d e

great strides in the last few

months, and full credit

must go to the Directors for

backing me, and allowing

to sign the players Ineeded
to take th is c lub forward. I

felt before the Hull K.R.

match that we would need

aseason in which to find

our fee t , bu t so fa r the

performances of the side

have exceeded my

expectations. This is avery

competitive league, and to

be pushing for atop five
position and aplace in the

Play-Offs is no longer a
dream, it is an achievable

target!

,What we do require is more

support . Enjoy today's

g a m e , b u t t r y a n d

encourage your family and

friends to join us here at
Derwent Park.

Ibelieve the club

has made great

s t r i des i n t he

last few months,

and full credit

must go to the

Directors for

^backing me, and

allowing to sign

the players I

needed to take

t h i s c l u b

forward

i-

by our

Enjoy the game,

Andy.

Teaib Mat ters
with Andy Platt



JOHN ALLEN

Sponsored by

Travellers Rest Supporters Club
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ANTHONY SAMUELS

Sponsored by SWAN BEARINGS

Stanley Street, Workington.
Telephone:  01900 64961

PETER RILEY

THE TRAVELLERS REST

SUPPORTERS CLUB

Telephone:  01900 64394



It is difficult to pinpoint why
attendances at our Ford Divisional

Premiership Clubs are so poor.
Dewsbury, despite turning in top
performances on aweekly basis are
still struggling to break four figures.
Our neighbours Whitehaven have
seen their crowds slip below seven
hundred, while here at Workington,
the crowds are continuing to drop
slightly on aweekly basis, despite,
the fact that we have won more

games this season, than the previous
f o u r c o m b i n e d , a n d m o r e

importantly, the side are playing
entertaining rugby.
It is commendable that the board are

trying their hardest to bring in
paying spectators through the
turnstiles, and the family ticket, face
painting and bouncy castles etc. are a
brave effort, but these 'gimmicks' will
either bring one or two extra people
in, or make it acheaper day out for
the families that already attend
games. If this is the case, then the
average takings 'per head' could be
down on last week's gate, even if
there is abigger crowd!
Don't misinterpret what it is I'm

saying, I'm not knocking the club at
all, what I'm trying to do is work out
where the crowds have gone.
Is everyone going to the speedway
on aSaturday night? To be honest
I've never been for twenty years, and
Ididn't l ike it then, but I 'm well

aware that some of our supporters do
go to both, and maybe they can't
a f f o r d t o w a t c h t h e C o m e t s o n a

Saturday and the Town on aSunday.
One thing Ihave noticed this season
and that is the number of visiting
supporters coming to Derwent Park
is nothing like it was the last time we
were in Division One. Featherstone,

Widnes and Keighley all had an
excellent away following, but you
could probably bring their combined
support to Workington on one coach

now.

Going by my own feelings, Ifeel that
I'm suffering from 'rugby fatigue'. I
don't have the hunger and will to
watch the sport Ilove as often as I
used to. Iused to crave the start of the

rugby season, buying the papers
every night to see who had signed for
who, and please forgive me if I'm
wrong, but is rugby league the only
live sport in North of England you
can watch for twelve months of the

year?

Since the advent of summer rugby, I
have ,watched rugby league
constantly. Whether it's standing at
the Athletic Ground, Maryport on a
Saturday afternoon watching the
amateurs, or taking in ajunior game

on aSunday morning. Come
February it's the turn of the
professionals, and achoice of at least
two live games aweek on Sky or
coming to Derwent Park to watch
Town.

Ibelieve rugby league is very rapidly
reaching its own saturation point,

and this is not just happening in West
Cumbria at Workington and
Whitehaven, it is happing in Super

League with average attendance's
slowly starting to dip.
Idon't profess to know the answer as
to how we can 'stop the rot', but
identifying the problem is astart, and
maybe, just maybe the RFL will see
t h i s a r t i c l e a n d c o m b i n e t h e i r

marketing brains in an effort to find a
solution.

My own opinion -well for what it's
worth Iwould like to see both the

amateurs and professionals back on a
parallel season. If this means the
amateurs change to the summer, then
so be it. As Iwrite this it's pouring

down, so don't give me the hard
grounds routine. Flaving played on
hard grounds in summer and winter
Iknow which one Iprefer!!!!

ht Talking with Paul Williamson●●●●



Ignoring the two second half
t r i e s S w i n t o n n o t c h e d i n a s

many minutes, Ithought last
Sunday saw Town's best display
of 'total rugby' this current
season. Obviously that 'Lion's'
hotspot cannot be totally
shelved, ignored, and forgotten
because such defensive lapses
can, and do, cost dearly at times.
The Workington 'against' total is
not really in keeping with a

team seeking aplay off place,
but to counterbalance that

problem area on the plus side of
t he co in t he ' f o r ' t o t a l i s now

looking very impressive. And

public needs added spice to lure
them from their armchair, as

they enjoy apost Yorkshire
pudding slumber. What is the
answer? Ijust wish Icould
suggest amagic formula to
attract the extra purse holders.
T h e e r a o f l o u d m u s i c a n d

dancing girls is on the wane as
pre match amusement is it not?

(We have loud girls and dancing
m u s i c o f c o u r s e , w h i c h i s

entertaining to some Iguess.)
Personally Itend to be sort of
selfish, Imean something like I
enjoy the matches and if those
e x - T o w n i e s m i s s o u t i t i s t h e i r

problem. Unfortunately though,
on abroader scope the club does
need more good folk joining us
regulars to build for that future

accomplishment already blue
printed.

So enough of the preaching to
you converted folk and on with
the action of today. June is here
and midsummer nights dreams

include. Town consolidating a
top five slot. The 'Roughyeds'
are having more of their

nicknames first syllable than
they probably bargained for as
they occupy alowly berth at
present, and tut, tut, they didn’t
'old out

they....??? Ihave aside bet that
Town wi l l fin ish above the

Warriors, and when our Gary
gave us ascore flash from

Spotland Iwas rubbing the
p a l m s w i t h a d d e d v e r v e ,

(makes 'em softer you know) as

another two points advantage in
the Northern Ford Premiership
table looked probable. (The
count down to August 1st.
continues of course,)

First though, let's get this
flaming June off to ahot start at
3.00 p.m. Today, and give more
evidence that Workington Town
are THE team to WATCH

Keith Singleton
writes

Derwent Reflections

LM6UI ysyscqoua
last week some really brilliant
tries were posted, following first
class handling and support play.
Idon' t on. aregular basis
mention individual efforts, but

the two tries from Craig Stalker
.were very much top drawer.

High speed running and timing,
at angles, which left the Lion's

tails twitching with admiration
I ' m s u r e . S i m o n K n o x t o o k h i s

opportunity to join the scoring
list with abomb, and capped his
best eighty in aTown shirt to
date. If it is high scoring action
you are after then Derwent Park
should be the target you aim for
on aSummer Sunday afternoon.
However I've got to admit that
l a s t w e e k s t u r n s t i l e r e t u r n o f

just over eight hundred was
disappointing, what have the
lads got to do to persuade the ex
patriots back? Keep on winning
of course is one solution, but I

feel the selective nature of the

//

Ithought
last

Sunday
saw

Town's

best

display of
'total

rugby'
this

current

last Sunday did

//

season



Down Under LeisureWORKINGTON
speedway

The UK's leading, longest established Rugby League mail order specialists

NEW RANGE OF "NRL" JERSEYS .

FROM AUSTRALIA BY "CCC" '

ALL SIZES S, M, L, XL, XXL,

PRICE: £55.00 +£3.50 p&p

KID'S JERSEYS £39.95 +£3.50 p&p

Tough  hardwear ing  appare l

Numbering &names also available "

HOME OF THE COMETS

EVERY

SATURDAY

NIGHT
ORDER FORM

Syou pr<^ ncgtaaH your

To; DOVW tasuRE, 106 G»i»n{»sm Way. BlBcJood. aoiton, tones.

816 5TA. T#l-. 0JM4 866763 <9am-S.3<tonJ Wfeefcdsys; 9wTt -12.3^ Sat}

the wfioas'fxpiftwfs!
aid

Commencing
20th March

See Local Press

for Fixtures

■Site.

NatTiS

ArSdfes

.TesNo.P(JS.KSR3<i.

i8!rc!c«0 my ( p a > < a 6 > V t o O a « r i i m i m t o f S T

106 GREENBARN WAY, BLACKROD, BOLTON, LANCS. BL6 5TA

CREDIT CARD FACILITY -Tel: 01204 696763

Up to date list available from above
TEAM WEAR ●KITS ●TACKLE BAGS

SHIELDS ●SHOULDER PADS ●HEADGUARDS

Mye
0'^

Bowman
.^

I

:i

pleased to provide acar
to Andy mt and wish Andy
„„d Workington Toton^on,

for season

~Clubbing for the Millennium
We are

OPENING HOURS

THURS -10 p.m. -1 .am.

FRI -10 p.m. -2a.m.

SAT -9.30 p.m. -2a.m.

OXFORD STREET

WORKINGTON

Telephone:  01900 871043
Office Hours: 01900 67365

success

®TOYOTA LILLYHALL

aDISTINGTON
■WORKINGTON

C u m m i n s 0 1 9 4 6 8 3 2 2 8 2

L u c a s ^



M e d i a S u p p o r t : S e ^ n t r y B o x 0 1 8 9 5 2 5 1 2 2 0
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» First introduction at Leeds was to Joe Thompson, followed by Mel Rosser. They gave him avery warm

welcome and he felt at home right away. Later on he met some of the game's finest "stars."
Iwonder how many readers have heard of the great Jim Bacon, Australian tourist 1920 and 1924, acen¬
tre or winger, scaling 14 stone and little short of even time on the track. Welsh hero Billie Bowen, Joe
Jones, Syd Walmsley, "Ginger "Thomas, Arthur Binks and 19 year-old local boy George Brou^ton, who
had just represented England afew months earlier.
Afew months after Jim's arrival at Leeds former opponents at Twickenham, Evan Williams and Willie

James joined the club. So there were at least eleven Internationals in the side.
Training was methodical but nevertheless enjoyable, and he soon became familiar with the new rules.
Brough trained hard and listened to the expert advice of such famous players as Thompson, Bacon,
Rosser and Bowen. He later recalled who ̂ ad he was that he heeded such sound advice.
Jim Brough's first game in the Leeds colours was against York at Headingly, and York in those days were
amuch different proposition to what they are today. Jim was the centre of attraction as he made his way
to the dressing-room to prepare for the game. The autograph hunters were ever so busy, and to have
signed for everyone, would, have meant missing the game.
However, Joe Thompson came to Jim's rescue, and he followed him into the dressing-room to prepare for
what he expected would be his toughest ever experience in Rugby League football. Facing York? No!
Playing under the critical eyes of aRugby League crowd. They were used to seeing the very best and he
was wondering how his best would appear to them.
The atmosphere in the dressing-room was decidedly different from atraining night. Jim Bacon was dis¬
cussing tactics with Joe Jones and Mel Rosser, while Arthur Binks and Billie Bowen were forming some
plan of attack. Everyone was. or at least appeared to be so deadly serious that Brough began to feel atri¬
fl e n e r v o u s a n d e x c i t e d .

When Joe Thompson shook him by the hand and wished him luck Jim's nervousness vanished, and he
went out on to the field quite confident that he would do myself justice. He really enjoyed the game. In
fact, he enjoyed it so much that he was disappointed when the referee called time!

By then Brough had got the hang of the game. He had been afraid to kick too near the touchline in case
he cleared it ̂ together and they had to scrum where he kicked from. It was not until near the end of the
game that Jim dared run into attack. However, there would be plenty of chances to try both in the next
game.

The next fixture was abig event in Rugby League football -the great Huddersfield team at Headingley.
Brough knew alittle of the history of Huddersfield by this time, for Duggie Clark had told him the whole
story when he tried to lure him to Fartown.

Clark captained the 'Claret and Golds" against Leeds. What acaptain, what aplayer. There has never been
either before or since abetter player than Clark. He was expert in everything -tackling, wheeling the

scrum, handling, and dribbling.
Jim had also heard alot about the "Headingley roar," and in less than thirty minutes of the Huddersfield

game he had experienced it all to himself.
Fielding aaHuddersfield clearing kick and beating acouple of opponents with aside-step. Brough slipped
down the touchline. The opposition closed in forcing him to kick. The bounce was very much in Brough's
favour, and with only the full-back to beat registered the first of his many tries for Leeds.

Did Isay the crowd roared? History records they almost lifted the roof off the stand and left Brough with
one of his most happy memories of Headingley and its sporting crowd. Jim saw Duggie after the match.
Clarke, forever the sportsman congratulated Brough on his display, but added: 'You should have been
wearing the Claret and Gold."
Jim, by now was now able to form an opinion of the two codes. He concluded beyond ashadow of adoubt
League football was faster and harder to play. The difference in numbers had much to do with this, but
the players were much fitter. There was little or no training in Rugby Union. The game was the thing, and
the result not so important as the afternoon's entertainment. Rugby League, on the other hand, was a
business. You stood or fell by your own ability and fitness.
With some clubs only the best will do, and for any man to constantly give off his best requires plenty of
hard practice. Training with men faster and more polished than yourself is bound to show an improve¬
ment. There will be apronounced speeding up of thought and action, and to remain in the top flight quick
thinking, harnessed to perfect action, is an absolute necessity.
Brough's form against Huddersfield immeadiately impressed the Cumberland County Commissioners,
and they handed him the full-back position against Lancashire in the first of the season's County
Championship games. This honour coming so early in his career was agreat encouragement.
The training was going down well and Jim anticipated Tuesday and Thursday evening with the the rest
of the Leeds boys. They congratulated him on his selection for Cumberland, but bigger things were in the
offing. An England cap for instance, and a, trip to Australia in 1928.
Jim Brough certainly meant to have them if at all possible. For the moment, however, there was the mat¬
ter of aduel with the greatest of all full-backs, Jim Sullivan. This game was down for decision in amat¬
ter of weeks, and Jim left no stone unturned in preparing for the test.

Sullivan was in great form at this particular time. He was on apedestal as firm as the rock of Gibraltar,
while he was playing in amighty team including such "stars" as "Van Heerden, Van Rooyen, David Booysen
(South Africa), Tommy Howley, "Danny" Hurcombe and Johnny Ring. But it was of "The Master" that
Brough was concerned with at that moment.

Jim Brough had first saw him play in an International game at Workington in season 1924-25 before sign¬
ing for Leeds. Not being familiar with the Laws of Rugby League football, his display did not impress the
young Brough a^eat deal, although he later admitted to keeping an open mind.
Later, when the became friends, Sullivan told Brough an amusing stor>’ about that first visit to

Cumberland. On the way back to Carlisle by car. his party stopped for adrink at alocal pub in Aspatria.
Naturally the main topic of conversation was the International match, and the visitors joined in without,
however, disclosing their identity.

Things were going very nicely when suddenly one old-timer burst in with: "And if that's the great Sullivan
he isn’t fit to tie Brough's bootlaces!" The landlord by this time had recognised his visitors and he whis¬
pered something Jim Brough’s supporter's ear, whereupon he made an excuse to leave without bothering

Plc^^
Places,

Games

and

AAemories

Boh Coulter

c o n c l u d e s h i s l o o k

at the life and

times of Cumbrian

Legend

Jim Brough

^0^

'4^

J IM BROUGH



to finish his pint.

Brough ofter recalled his first two encounters with the Wigan "star.” The
fi r s t w a s a t C e n t r a l P a r k i n 1 9 2 5 - J i m ' s fi r s t s e a s o n a t L e e d s . H e h a d

never received as much advice in all his life and before going on the field
all the Leeds players as well as Brough himself knew just what he had

to do. Within five minutes only the Leeds players knew!

Sullivan sent down abarrage that made Jim dizzy chasing him from one

side of the field to the other. How he weathered it would remain amys¬

tery for the rest of his career. He congratulated Brough after the match,

who was quite naturally very pleased, because praise from such aplay¬

er was praise indeed.

His second game against Sullivan at Headingley in the same season was

to remain for ever in Brough’s memory. As amatter of fact there were

many Leeds supporters who saw to that.

Jim was often asked if he still remembered the game against Wigan at

Headingley, when he took the ball out of Sullivan’s hands and scored

under the posts. That was alucky day, for he finished up by dropping a
goal from almost half-way.

As agoal-kicker, Sullivan stood alone -the world's best -even though

Brough did beat him in Australia for the 1928 World Championship. His
yearley averages were amazing and he always topped the hundred mark.

Whenever he placed the ball at fantastic distances teams offered alittle

prayer begging him to miss just once more -he rarely did!

In Australia, especially in the country games where scores were usually
high, Sullivan used to ask his teamates to go as near the posts as pos¬
sible when they scored so that he could set up arecord. Some of the

boys, out of sheer devilment, deliberately scored in the comer, but it

made no difference. Even when the fench round the pitch interfered with
his run he still managed to get them over and with room to spare.

His good form against Wgan, which Jim Brough tried hard to maintain

week after week was, he learned, pleasing certain members of the
Selection Committee. "Keep it up and you are certain to be selected to

play for England against the Other Nationalities at Whitehaven," he was
told.

To play for England in his native county and especially in his first sea¬
son as aprofessional? It hardly seemed possible. Still it was up to him.

If he could produce the form good enough to warrant selection he knew
he would get afair chance and would have the honour of playing for

England as aprofessional within ayear of playing at Twickenham.

Thursday, February 4th, 1926, was ared-letter day in Brough's Rugby
League career, for he occupied the full-back position for England against

O t h e r N a t i o n a l i t i e s a t W h i t e h a v e n . I n f r o n t o f h i m w e r e m e n w h o s e

names will live forever, and who will always be talked of wherever the

game is played. The opponents also were of the highest class, and led by
t h e P r i n c e o f f u l l - b a c k s . J i m S u l l i v a n .

Other Nationalities -J. Sullivan (W^n); EEvans (Swinton), M. Rosser
(Leeds), D. Booysen (Wigan), J. Ring (Wigan); D. Hurcombe (wigan), S.
Fowler (Batley); W. Hodder (Wigan), T. Sage (Hunslet), ESwan (Halifax),

J. T. Thompson (Leeds), R. Edwards (Rochdale Hornets), D. Dai Rees

(Halifax).

England -J. W. Brough (Leeds): S. Wallace (St. Helens Rees), C. W. Carr

(Barrow), J. Evans (Swinton). S. Rix (oldham); L. Fairclou^ (St. Helens),

J. Parkin (Wakefield Trinity); H. W. Burgess (Barrow), J. Bennett

(Rochdale Hornets), W. Cunliffe (Warrington), R. Taylor (Hull), S. Thomas

(Leeds), RGallagher (Batley).

Cumbrian's talk about this game even today, and of Bob Taylor running

the length of the field before it started, but that was Bob's way of gain¬

ing his second wind, and he did It before every match. He was agrand

forward and held the try scoring record for aforward with over thirty in
aseason.

Brough was quite satisfied with his form in this first International.

There were more the following season, and retaining his position in the

higher class was bringing him astep nearer atrip to Australia and New

Zealand as amember of the British team. Two of his Leeds colleagues,

Jim Bacon and Joe Thompson had been out with the 1924 team. Their

stories of the voyage and sights at the various ports of call, together with
all the wonders of Australia and New Zealand, made Brough long for the
commencement of the 1927-28 season.

Another of his colleagues, Mel Rosser -one of the best centres ever -

was just as keen as Brough was to make the ^ade. Excitement grew as
t h e d a t e f o r t h e s e l e c t i o n o f t h e t r i a l t e a m s d r e w n e a r . I n t e r n a t i o n a l

games were also looked upon as trials. Both were selected for the

England v. Wales match at Wigan.

Jim put in extra training in an effort to prepare himself for this very
important teast, for he was confident he could establish his claim to a

berth on the ship bound for Australia. However, afew days before the

International fate unkindly stepped in, and he sustained aseverely

sprained ankle at St. Helens. He missed the International; He missed

the first trial game; in fact he looked like missing the boat too!

He was out of action nearly four weeks. The injury improved very slow¬

ly, while all the time the newspaper critics were forecasting the team for
Australia, viz. -Full-backs, Sullivan and Brough (if fit). But Brough was

far from fit, and the strain was so bad that it was beginning to get him

down.

He was selected to play in the final trial. He worked overtime on the

injured ankle and got it reasonably fit enou^ to put in an appearance

at Rochdale.

Jim's trial was not the success he had hoped for. He was conscious of

the injury and afraid to let go. His opposite number, Walter Gowers

(Rochdale Hornets), was far superior on the day and, must have ̂ eatly
impressed the Selectors.

There was nothing Brough could do now; only afew days more and the

team would be announced. They were long days. On the fateful afternoon
h e w e n t w i t h R o s s e r t o t h e c i n e m a a n d f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e l e f t t h e s e l e c ¬

tion of the team to the members of the Tour Sub-committee, staying in
the theatre until we were sure they would have the job finished.

Like men who had just escaped aserious accident they emerged into the

street some hours later and bought an evening paper. "Read it out and

let me know the worst, Jim." said Rosser. "I’m in, Mel," Brough shouted

as he threw the paper into the air, "and so are you."

Both men sat down on the nearest door-step -too weak to stand -and

started to study the team. People passing too and fro gazed at them in

amazement as they read the following names.

Ftill-backs -J. Sullivan, J. W. Brough.

Wings -A. Ellaby, T. Askin, T. E. Gwynne, A. Ftodsham.

Centres -M. Rosser. J. Oliver, J. Evans, A. N. Other.

Outside Halves -W. Rees. L. Fairclough.

Scrum -J. Parkin, B. Evans.

Forwards -H. W. Burgess, N. Bentham, C. Dolan. H. Bowman. W. A.

Williams, R. Sloman, A. E. Fildes, H. Halfpenny, W. Bowen. W. Horton, H.

Young. EGallagher.

There was great disappointment Rochdale way when Gowers was left

out. Eventually Brough was moved up to centre and Gowers brought in

to the full-back position. Joe Thompson was looked upon as acertainty

in many quarters and his omission was the big surprise.
However, fortune smiled on Joe. For business reasons Frank Gallagher,

who had already made two visits "down under," and would have shared

with Jonty Parkin the honour of being the first to make three tours, had

to cry off.

It was ahappy moment for all of them when we stepped aboard the P&

0liner S.S. Cathay, their home for the next six weeks.

Brough played in four Test during the tour. And also won the World goal-

kicking competition at Toowoomba in opposition to the great Jim
Sullivan and Walter Gowers (his son Ken would also attain Test status).

T h e o d d s w e r e s o m u c h I n f a v o u r o f S u l l i v a n t h a t t h e d o n o r h a d

inscribed the medal ready for presentation. Sullivan's face was astudy
when Jim Brough read aloud the 'writing on the back.' To make matters

worse the winner cut up his boot laces and presented abit to his mates

a s a s o u v e n i r .

The final accolade came in 1936 when the highest honour attainable in

Rugby League was reached, an Invitation to captain aTouring team to

Australia and New Zealand. This was another successful Tour, to be fol¬

lowed by athird when Jim was selected as coach for the 1958 Tour.

Brough attained every honour in the game, the only medal which eluded
him being aLeague Championship Winners Medal. He played 442 games

for Leeds, scoring 37 tries and kicking 84 goals. When his playing days

ended Jim Coached Leeds, Workington Town and Whitehaven.

J I M B R O U G H F A C T F I L E

Cumberland appearances 24, 8tries, 6goals.

England appearances 18, 2tries. 4goals.
4County Championship Wnners Medals.

6Yorkshire Cup Winners Medals.

6Yorkshire League Championship Winners Medals.

3Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners Medals.

4Rugby League Championship Runners-Up Medals.

1King George VJubilee International Medal (Rest of the World v.

Fl-ance).

1First Floodlit Match -White City, London, 1952.

1World Goalkicking Championship Medal. Australia, 1928.
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CUMBRIA'S LARGEST

SPORTS &FITNESS CENTRE

J O E B I R K E T T
The Official Training Gym of

Building &Property
MaintenanceWORKINGTON TOWN R.LRC.

No Membership Required

Fully Equipped Gymnasium

Bodytone Aerobics

Step Fitness Sessions,

Boxing &Kick Boxing

S a u n a ’s & S h o w e r s

A l l W o r k U n d e r t a k e n

Free Estimates

Competitive Rates

8Schose Farm ●Workington

Telephone:  01900 601115

Waverley Hote PARK GATE
&Company Ltd

1Gordon Street ●Workington
Tel : 01900 603246

Fax: 01900 604745

1St Class Accommodat ion

with en-suite rooms

(Reduction for parties)

SPECIALISTS SUPPLIERS OF

ELECTRIC MOTORS, DRIVES,

MOTOR CONTROL GEAR

&AUTOMATION PRODUCTS

3Course Sunday Lunch only £5.00

Restaurant &Bar Meals Served Dady

12 -2.00 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. -9.00 p.m.

Best Wishes to

Workington Town R.L.F.C.

for season 1999
L I V E E N T E R T A I N M E N T

AND KARAOKE

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

L A R G E S C R E E N T. V F O R

ALL SPORTING EVENTS

Tel : 01228 528187

Fax: 01228 515692

E-mail: electrics@park-gate.demon.co.uk



Sky sports coverage of
Superleague can only be

described as superb, the action

in the majority of games is

very highly entertaining ,
however, of late the

commentary can only be best

described as annoying. Ihave

absolutely no doubt that it is a

tough job, but it seems that

Stevo always seems to go over

the top. the way that he got on

Brad Hepi's back was nothing

short of victimisation, having

refereeing experience myself. I

do not think many of his
tackles justified apenalty. In

his time Stevo was supposedly

a g o o d p l a y e r y e t h e

d e m o n s t r a t e s v e r y l i t t l e

understanding of incidents in

the game, for example when
t h e b a l l i s k n o c k e d l o o s e i n a n

impact tackle he like to go on

and on about ball stealing. I

knew there was areason why

my TV remote had amute
button. Incidentally, another

thing Ihave noticed is the
r e f e r e e s o n t h e t e l e v i s e d

games are making plenty of

blunders .Everyone knows
that blunders are inevitable,

even if not many understand!

Its disappointing that never
s e e m t o b e a d m o n i s h e d f o r

their performances. What

would they be like in the NFP
w i t h n o c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f r o m

t h e m a n i n t h e s t a n d o r t h e

v i d e o r e f e r e e ? I t s t i m e M r

M c C a l l u m s h o w e d h i s f a i t h i n

the ability of his referees by

giving them all achance in
front of the cameras.

FINAL THOUGHT: 2players

in the Cumbria Academy

squad-what an insult to the

depth of talent in Workington

and surrounding areas.

Si

I

by
PETER GILMORE

L e t ’ s g e t r e a d y t o G r u m b l e



DO YOU RECALL THIS WEEK IN....
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0)VM SCORgR§.4̂ .̂ TOY; WAffil

Q) GOA r̂̂ l̂f 2.(0
TOWN ĵ4̂ ; HA'GAk/ASKEW, CARR, RODG^Rk bORNYEAT, RISMAN,
JACKSON; HODGSON, ACKERLEY, HAYTON, HENDERSON, WAREING,
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I/I

'-SHEARMAN.
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,JOHNSON, FIUPO,TOWN SCORERS...  TRKS^ CHIU
~, GOALsrKirG HIN 3.

TOWN TEAM J.SMlTH, CHiLTCfJ;̂  BURNS/ALLEN, JOHNSON, CARTER,
KITCHIN, FILIPO, BETHWATTE, PHILLIPS, PALMADA, HOLGATE, NAIRN.

. SUBS;; ARMSTRONG, WHALLEY, GRIMA, HOWARTH. ^

r 1

^McDon^d's Haigh’s Butchers
17 Pow Street ●Workington

Tel : 602204

54 King Street ●Whitehaven
Tel : 692715

TM

McDonalds

are proud to be

associated with

WORKINGTON TOWN

Prime Fresh Meat

Home Made Pies

Ready Meals
F r e e z e r P a c k s

LUe are

fj TOWN

Here

Fife CENTRE

Guaranteed Quality
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always

^had asoft

;spot for

hOldham.

They

5always

managed

’to hang in

there

5against all

iS ^the odds

That was of course until Super
League and Murdocks millions

came along, then after selling

their ground in adesperate

attempt to "keep up with the

Joneses" they eventually folded. I

think my affinity with the

Oldham club was strengthened

after experiencing the horror of

Town nearly going bankrupt.
1genuinely hope that they can

recover to once again become a

force in rugby league, although I

doubt very much that they will

ever reach the dizzy heights of

Super League again.

Oldham have struggled to pick
up points this season, but were

un lucky to lose aga ins t
Whitehaven last weekend when

they appeared to have the points

'in the bag' entering the final

quarter of the game. We know
from last season that Oldham are

awell organised side, and we

will not have to let their league

position fool us as we continue

our climb up the table. Oldham
beat us four times last season,

including an opening day
reversal by 18-22 here at

Derwent Park in front of 1,344

spectators. Asimilar crowd and
result in Town's favour wil l do

very nicely this afternoon.

and has not let the side down. ,

API LEUILA -Only member of

the Bear's Super League squad to
join the 'new' Oldham team. Of

Tongan origin, Alfi is astrong
running three-quarter who likes

nothing better than to attack the ■ ' '
opposition.

BRAIN QUINLAN -Local bom

kicking centre or second row.
Missed most of last season

through injury

MICK FARRELL -21 year old

utility back was outstanding for
Rochdale in 1997, but had a

disappointing 1998. The ex-

Waterhead amateur had just
b r o k e n i n t o t h e fi r s t t e a m a n d i s

playing for his hometown.

JOE McNICHOLAS -This young
winger is one of the most

exciting prospects in the new

division. Having turned down
an offer from Bradford Bulls, Joe
was unfortunate to miss most of

'98 after breaking his leg in the

early season. Rochdale bom, he

is armed with pace and agreat

side step.
PAUL CROOK -Ha l f back who

p r e v i o u s l y p l a y e d w i t h

Dewsbury, Oldham Bears and

Hull Sharks. Creative player

who is happy at either stand-off
o r l o o s e f o r w a r d .

LEO CASEY -Now aveteran,

L e o h a d r e t u r n e d t o O l d h a m i n

the close season. Has

represented Ireland at

International level. This tough

prop forward was delighted to
be named as Captain for this

season 's campaign. H is

n

V*

■

m

Taking the field for the

"Roughyeds" today will be:-
A I D E M E A D

Oldham Bear Academy this

utility back is ahandy member

of the roughyeds squad. Played

on the wing so far this season

Product of

In Town Today.
m

OLDHAM



performances in 1999 have been outstanding
and he has certainly led by example.

JASON CLFGG -Formerly aBradford Bull
this prop has opened this season in

.barnstorming form. Scored atypical

rampaging try in the Law Cup against

Rochdale. 'Cleggy' is becoming afirm

favourite with the Oldham spectators with his

eye catching performances.

PAUL RpUNP -Now in his second spell with

Oldham, Paul in his second spell with
Oldham, Paul sareal veteran of the game.

Formerly aback rower he now tends to lead
frofn the front row. Former clubs Include St

Helens and Castleford, His leading of avery

young alliance side has brought him back into
.the first team, consideration.

D A N I E L B R O W N - A u s t r a l i a n h a l f - b a c k o r

hopker who played for Hull K.R. last season.

Good play maker and also an extremely hard

'working ladder. *

JOHN HOUGH -John will go down in the
club’s history books as the first player to

,jofficially; sign for the Roughyeds. Abright
future is predicted for this ex-Warrington
W o l v e s h o o k e r w h o i s r e n o w n e d f o r h i s h a r d

work and sportsmanship. John has been the
model of constancy this season and is very

popular among the Roughyeds spectators for

h i s 1 0 0 % c o m m i t m e n t s .

MARK PERRETT -This Welsh international is

another of the Roughyeds major close season

signings. Mar is ahard working prop or
second row who is determined to restart his

career after injury. He has just been called up

to the Welsh training squad and will be

looking to restart his season.

MIKE PRESCOTT -Another player who will

be determined to have agood season, after last

year was wrecked through injury. Mike is a
deceptively quick back row forward.

MICK MARTINDALE -Agood ball handling

loose-forward, 24 year old Mick was at Halifax

for anumber of years before joining his
hometown club via Wakefield.

GREAME SHAW -Hard working back row

forward signed from Bradford Bulls. Became
t h e n e w d u b ’ s fi r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n O c t o b e r

1998 playing for Scotland.
L A U R E N T M I N U T - F r e n c h f u l l b a c k w h o

signed from Villeneuve. Courageous tackier

and good under the high ball. Known as 'Mins'
t o h i s t e a m - m a t e s .

EMMANUEL PERALTA -Came to Oldham

w i t h h i s t e a m - m a t e L a u r e n t . ' M a n u ' i s n o

stranger to England having previously played

for Keighley.

RICHARD HENARE IN ACTION FOR TOWN IN LAST

SEASON'S GAME AGAINST OLDHAM



ALTHOUGH the original Oldham club fell by the wayside during the initial 'Murdock

Madness' and the club who arrive here today, have no connection with the former

club other than perhaps they both bare the name Oldham. It's fitting that we

should record the tradition the town of Oldham has for Rugby League,
writes MIKE BERRY

Watersheddings, play was interfered with to
such an extent that the match with Swinton was

ordered to be replayed. This took place on
February 25th, the result being adraw of three
points each.
The first New Zealand professional touring team

B a s k e r v i l l e ' s " A l l G o l d s - - v i s i t e d

Watersheddings on November 23rd, 1907, and
lost 8-7. George W. Smith, vice-captain of the
side, joined Oldham at the conclusion of the tour.
He continued to play until he broke his leg in a
match against Rochdale Hornets during 1906.
Subsequently he became Oldham’s traiiier and
resided in the district for many years after.
The tremendous local enthusiasm accorded the

Oldham team at this period may be judged from
the following incident which took place when
the players reached the final of the Northern
Union Challenge Cup in 1912. Coventry, Wigan
Huddersfield and Wakefield Trinity were their
victims in the earlier rounds and semi-final. The

final was regarded as acertain and 'easy' victory
f o r O l d h a m - a t l e a s t t o t h e O l d h a m

community.A tram-car was expensively
decorated and illuminated to await the victo^ at
Headingley, and to carry the team, complete with
the Cup, in splendour through the streets of the.
town.

Alas, the Dewsbury team showed their contempt
for an over optimistic town and there were many
sad faces in Oldham that evening, including the
driver of the special tram. Oldham were leading
5-3 when Avery was sent-off. Aman shqrt,
Oldham's defence contained aleak, which

Rhodes of Dewsbury, found to score atry and
Neary converted. The final whistle sounded with
the Yorkshiremen wiimers by eight points to five
points. The 1912 final was not the first instance of
the downfall of so-called favourites. It has

happened many times, and even in ordinary
League matches every club has its own little
stories. While enthusiastic supporters will smile
and appreciate the feelings of the Oldhamites
when the unused decorations were slowly taken
d o w n f r o m t h e t r a m .

In the year 1872 anumber of Rugby enthusiasts
met in the Prince Albert Hotel, Union Street,

Oldham, and formed what was later to become

the Oldham Football Club. As aresult of the

above meeting ateam was formed to play Rugby
Union football. Their first match was arranged to
be played on aground at the rear of the
Glodwick Spinning Company, on February 17th,
1873, with Stalybridge as opponents.

After avaried career the Watersheddings ground
w a s o b t a i n e d a n d u s e d f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e o n

September 26th, 1889. Swinton were the visitors
and before acrowd of 7,000 spectators defeated

Oldham by 2goals, 1try and 2minors, to 1
minor. The name "Watersheddings," while no
doubt amusing to some people upon hearing it
for the first time, nevertheless brings back
memories to the older supporter of many great
games and players in the history of Rugby
League.
In the first season of the Northern Union (1895-

96) Oldham t ied with Runcorn for the

Championship of the Lancashire Senior
Competition, and although the subsequent play¬
off at Broughton brought victory to Runcorn,
Oldham were for several seasons apower in the
code. Indeed, in the third season (1897-98) they

won the Lancashire Championship, while in the
Northern Union Challenge Cup they lost 3-0 in

the final to Batley.

During the following season 1898-99, Oldham
scored atotal of 432 points against 74 points by
their opponents. Victories were registered

against Warrington (35-0), and Wigan (43-0). It
was in this season that Oldham ,by defeating
Hunslet 19 points to 9points in the third
Northern Union Challenge Cup Final became
the first Lancashire team to win the Cup. They
scored 155 points in all the rounds including the
final, and had only 14 points against.
It was. in season 1900-01 that the famous

Cumbrian Joe Ferguson played his first game
with Oldham. An unusual incident is reported to
have occurred on January 12th, 1901. On account
of the great number of people on the ground at



On April 12th, 1924, Oldham lined-up against
Wigan in the Challenge Cup Final at Rochdale.
The ground was submerged by amass of
humanity -41,831 individuals to be exact.
Although Wigan, superbly led by the legendary
Jim SuUivan beat Oldham 21-4, they were far
from being down and out. They appeared in the
next three finals, establishing arecord -at that
time -in playing in four consecutive Challenge
Cup Finals. The team triumphed over Hull
Kingston Rovers and Swinton in 1925 and 1927,

and lost to Wigan and Swinton in 1924 and 1926.
This period was one of the most memorable in

Oldham's entire history, well served by ateam
containing such narhes as Sid Rix, Reg Farrar,
Evan Davies, George Hesketh, Bob Sloman,
Archie Brough, Herman Hilton and not
forgetting Joe Corsi.

Despite over thirty major finals, Oldham's great
dream -Wembley -was never to be realised. The
nearest they came was 1964, leading Hull
Kingston Rovers 17-14 in asemi-final replay with
twelve minutes remaining -the match was
abandoned. The Robins won the replay 12-2
One policy the club continued to follow from the
fledgling days of the Northern Union, when
Oldham were one of the most powerful sides in
the land, to more recent times. The

Watersheddings outfit had apenchant for
Cumbrian born players .... Owens, Dixon,
Fletcher, Kelly, Spottiswoode, Parkinson and
Robinson are names from another age, but all
were seasoned Cumberland County players
during service with the Lancashire (latterly
Greater Manchester) club.

Legendary Cumbrian Jim Lomas -first captain of
aBritish Touring party to the Antipodes -was
another Cumbrian to wear the famous red and

white hooped jersey; while both 'Pop' Shearman
and the immaculate Ike Southward left

Workington Town to join the 'Roughyeds.' Ike's
moves between the clubs twice breaking the
world transfer record with fees totaling
£21,652.10s -an astronomical amount of money

for aplayer in the late fifties and early sixties -his
31 tries in 1959-60 still stands as apost-war
O l d h a m r e c o r d .

But perhaps the Cumbrian who gave Oldham the
greatest service was the immortal Joe Ferguson
who made amammoth 626 appearances between
1899 and 1923.

Bom at Crosby Villa, Joe made his debut on 2nd

September 1899, against Morecambe and played
his final game more than 24 years later on 28th

August 1923, in an 'A' team Lancashire
Combination match against Wigan at the age of ^●&
44.

Joe had represented Lancashire County for she

seasons before arule change in 1906, gave
Cumberland first claim on his services, they
immediately made him captain -an honour he
held until 1923 -and during this period led his '
native county to two championships in 1909-10
and 1911-12..

An outstanding goalkicker,it was Joe’s boot that
brought the first of those titles with alast minute

drop-goal against Yorkshire. His superb kicking
was also amajor feature of Cumberland's 25-5
success over Baskerville's 1907-08 pioneer
tourists. 1

Agifted goalkeeper, Joe was tempted to take up.̂
soccer before and after his retirement from ^

Rugby League; in fact he won along-range
kicking contest with aclearance of 85 yards over

Sam McLure (Blackburn Rovers) and Liverpool'ŝ
Jack Cox.

Joe, however, never did take up soccer
professionally and sadly died in October 1936.'*

He was 57 years old.
Although Oldham has been famous for its “
players and its ability to produce grand Rugby-1
League sides, no history of the club could ignore
its contribution to the administrative side. ' ^
From that memorable day in August 1895, when
twenty-one of the leading Rugby Union clubs in
Lancashire and Yorkshire assembled in

Huddersfield to decide what combined action to

take against the English Rugby Union. Oldham's
Joseph Platt piloted the new Northern Union ,
through all its "teething troubles." He remained
Secretary for twenty-five years, resigning on June
10th, 1920.

Another link with the past was severed on July .
3rd, 1947, by the death, following an accident of
Mr George Frederick Hutchins. Mr Hutchins had

served as chairman and president respectively of .
the Rugby Football League, the Northern Rugby
Football League, Lancashire County Rugby*
League, Oldham and District Rugby League and *
the Oldham Football Club. He was also joint*
manager of the 1928 and 1932 Gt. Britain teams®
which toured Australia and New Zealand.

Whatever the future may hold for the present̂
Oldham club, the town can be proud of its ...
contribution to Rugby League Football, and irt I
return the code should be thankful of Oldham's*

existence.

m'
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12345 67 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
JANUARY

31 SKlRUUGH(SilkCut3} W

FEBRUARY

7HULL K.R.

14 Bradford Bulls

21 Hunsiet Hawks

28 Silk Cut Round 5

MARCH

7 DONCASTER DRAGONS D

14 BRAMLEY

21 YORK

28 Dewsbury Rams

Att

304 1,316 Stalker W l̂aa Allen Fortier Tubman(2T) Demse)’(iT} Rsher(5g) Armstrong .Roden Watt ̂ Williaim(2T) Samuels Knox Keenan Tunslall Craig Armstrong Riley

L14-21

L0-92

1,444

7,593

Roden

Close Armstrong Roden

Aniold(T) Stalker Wallace CodtraneBrandiwaitê G) Knox Oempsey Armstrong Fisher

Stalker Wailace(T) Keenan ForfeerBranthwaite(G) KnoxfF) Dempsey Armstrong
Arnold Stalker Wallace Keenan Branthwaite Knox

Riley Wjlliams(T). «ten

Riley Williams Forber

Riley Williams , Forber

Samuals

Samuals Fisher

Samuals Close

Fisher CraigArrastrotig Tubman Platt'

Allen Craig Amstrong Tubman

A l l e n B a r k e r R o d e nL 6-48 1,325

22-22 1,002 Arnold Wallace Keenan Cochrane Woodcock Dempsey Close (1T,SG) Armstrong Roden

Arnold Wallace Keenan CochraneWoakock(I) Dempsey Qose(31) ArmstrongJenkins

Arnold(T) Wallace Keenan CochraneWoodcock(T) Dempsey Close(3G) Armstrong(T) Jenkins(T)

Arnold Wallace Keer«n(T} Cochrane WoodcockDempsey Close(T,4G) Armstrongjenkinsd

Forber(2T) Williams Samuals Knox

Platt W!Biams{IG) Foriwr Samuals

Forber(T) Samuels Knox

Forber. Samuels .Knox

Fisher

Fisher

Barker Stalker Riley

W22-16

W26-14

L24-58

852 -Riley Knox Roden

904 Platt Fisher Riley Barker Roden

849 Platt Fisheif!) .KleyCl); Allen Roden
APRIL

2WHITEHAVEN

1 1 F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S L

18 Barrow Raiders

2 5 W I D N E S V I K I N G S

W30-16 3 , 1 2 4

10-15 1,007

Stalker(T) Wallace Keenan Cochrane Vfoodcock Dempsey{2F) Close Armstrong, Jenkins

Stalker Wallace Keenan Cochane(T) Woodcock Dempsey Close Armstrong Jenkins(T)

Stalker Wallace Keenan Cochrane WoodcockDempsey Clbse{T,26) ArmstrongJenkins

Stalker Wallace(T) Allen Cochrane Woodcock Roden(2T) Close(7G) Armstrong jenkins(T)

Platt Forber Samtieb(T),. Knox
Allen Samuels

Alien Samuels

Heaton ,Samuals Knox

:: Fisher

Knox Fisher(G)

Knox fisher(f)

Riley Alien

Platt Tunstall Heaton Riley

L 12-25 1,566 Platt ^Barker Beaton Riley
HuddartW30-24 1 , 1 0 5 Platt Fisher Riley Quayle

MAY

3Lancashire Lynx

9Leigh Centurions
1 6 L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X

23 Keighley Cougars
30 SWINTON LIONS

W

L10-42

W36-8

W18-22

W37-20

1,484 Stalker Wallace Allen Cochrane WoodcockRoden Qose(T,iG) ArmstrongJenkins

Stalker Wallace(T) Allen Keenan Woodcock Roden Close(T)(3G) Armstrong Jenkin(2T)

Stalker{T) W^lace Alfen(T) Keenan Woodcock Roden Dempsey{Tfi) Armstrong Jenkinsj?)
Stalker{2T) Huddart Allen(2T) Keenan Woodcock(T) Roden Dempsey(T26)Armstrong Jenkins

Piatt Heaton,

Forber

Forber

S a m u e l s , K n o x F i s h e r

S a m u e l s K n o x C o c h r a n e

Samuels Cnchran€(26) Fisher

forber Samuel Knox{T) Fisher(2Gdg)

Dempsey

Dempsey{T) Quayle

Ri!ey(T)

799 Heaton

Heaton

Platt

1,650 Knox R i l e y P l a t t

806 Platt W i l l i a m s H e a t o n Riley

JUNE

6OLDHAM

13 Batley Bulldogs

20 Hull Kingston Rovers

27 HUNSLET HAWKS

H3.00 p.m.

A3.15 p.m.

A3.00 p.m.

H3.00 pm
JULY

4Doncaster Dragons

11 Bramley

18 Yodc

25 DEWSBURY RAMS

AUGUST

1Whitehaven

8 R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

15 Featherstone Rovers

22 BARROW RAIDERS

29 Widnes Vikings

A3.00 p.m.

A3.00 p.m.

A3.00 p.m.

H3.00 p.m.

A3.30 p.m.

H3.00 p.m,
A3.30 p.m.

H3.00 p.m.

A3.00 p.m.

Stat Attack QFixtures qAppearances O



The In si time

, 1 i s h e r w a s

JcaUnnl in the
●niatill day

\Ifyogiamme, he
w a s a r a w

●l.yoH7igster plying
this trade in the

'A' team under

former coach
■■Km I ' ' i i rensen.

Tour years on

,and 'Kipper'has

Atalented junior player with the
Glasson Rangers club in Maryport,
Craig had an early taste of
representative honours representing
the North of England Under 16's
alongside Super League stars Paul
Sculthorpe, Daryl Cardis and Adam
Hughes. He signed for Town in
September 1994 making his debut off
the bench at Keighley. He marked his
home debut luith a'Man of the
Match' winning performance against
Hull K.R.

stadium will see the club's aim of

Super League status achieved in
the not too distant future.

m
3. What do you regard as the
highlight of your career so far?

Without doubt being selected for
t h e S c o t l a n d S t u d e n t s i n t h e

forthcoming Student Rugby
League World Cup.

4. Did your selection come as a
surprise?

Yes,  i t  just  came out  of  the blue.  1
was invited to play in atrial game
for the Scottish Exiles against the
Scottish Students. We won the

game 28-22 and Iscored 18 of
those points. Ithought 1played
pretty well, but it was still ashock
when 1received the call up. It
would be agreat experience if 1
can make the World Cup side, but
whatever happens 1am looking
fo rward to the event and i t was an

honour to get this far.

5 . W h o i s t h e m o s t i n fl u e n t i a l

p l a y e r y o u h a v e p l a y e d
alongside?

Mick Jenkins, although he only
arrived after season had started, 1

t h i n k h e h a s m a d e a t r e m e n d o u s

impact on the field. He is asuperb
organiser, and has been amajor
player in the club's revival.

6. What part of your game do you
feel you need to improve?

My defence -1 am working extra
hard with Stuart and Andy in
training to improve this part of
m y g a m e .

7. Is atop five play-off position a

realistic target?

Yes, Ithink it is if we can continue
t o b u i l d o n o u r r e c e n t f o r m . W e

have some tough away
coming up, and we hi
unlucky to drop points at home,
but we you can rest assured we
will be giving it our best shot!

Paul Williamson

1. You're now playing under
y o u r fi f t h s e n i o r c o a c h a t
Workington. How does Andy
Platt's preparation differ from
that of his predecessors?

established

.himself as an

.important

member of the

//(■■■'/ Inmj squad.

1think the biggest change has
come since the appointment of
S t u a r t W i l k i n s o n a s A s s i s t a n t

Coach. We now do more 'game
related training', which involves
working on our ball skills and set
moves in more of amatch day
scenario, i.e. after finishing
tackling excerises for example,
when we are both mentally and
physically tired, we will start
match day moves, and working
on completing our sets of six
tackles without dropping the ball.
If someone does drop the ball we
go back on the bags. After two or
three sessions on the bags, you try
very, very hard 'not' to drop the
ball. The aim of this is to help
develop our concentration level. .

m.

You

experienced plenty of ' lows'

during your t ime with Town,
how does it feel to be part of a
winning team?

Great, nobody likes to pick up
winning pay, or be the bottom of

table. The club is certainly
moving in the right direction.
This improvement on the field
and hopefully the modernised

have certainly2.

matches

ave been

the



TheThe TRAVELLERS REST

SHIP INNHigh Street, Workington
Tel : 01900 602064

Washington Street, Workington
Bar Meals, Sunday Lunches, Beer Gardens,

Ample Parking, Live Entertainment and

Monthly Rugby League Quiz Nights

Yo u r H o s t s : Go rd o n a n d An n

A W a r m W e l c o m e

Always Guaran teed ! !
Tel : 01900 604964

The Roya/ Oak
POW STREET, WORKINGTON

Good Bee r ~Good Food

G o o d L u c k T o w n

from Keith, Cath and Staff

Live Entertainment Every Sunday
All Welcome

Telephone: (01900) 872531

STAINBURN, WORKINGTON (A66)
B a r M e a l s & R e s t a u r a n t

Open 7Days (Except Mondays)

Major Credit Cards Accepted
Private Coach Parties

Functions: Weddings and Private Parties aSpeciality
Accommodation Available

Prices to suit all budgets

Tel: (01900) 603395

WORKINGTON TOWN R.L.RC.

would l ike to thank the

W E S T C U M B E R L A N D T I M E S & S TA R

for their continued support in supplying photographs for this match programme. If

you would like to order any photograph that is reproduced in this magaaine you can

do so by calling in at the Times &Star on Oxford Street, Workington.

Telephone: 01900 607620 for further details

T&MFEARON
3 V U L C A N S L A N E , W O R K I N G T O N

N E W S A G E N T S & S U B P O S T O F I C E

Newspapers ~Magazines ~Greetings Cards ~Sweets



LAKELAND

RACING

Cumbria’s Largest

Independent
Bookmaker

Branches in Co jskerm

and Ke

FREE

0800 521 i2



POWERED ACCESS
PLANT

NOW IN WHITEHAVEN
Tel : 01946 64613

Fax: 01946 691267

Red Lonning Industrial Estate, Whitehaven

PLANT

We’re waiting

,for you to drop in

We are pleased to be
associated with

Workington Town
delighted to supply

Rickerby
From powertools to

Regatta clothing or garden

machinery to farm supplies

give Rickerby a'try' first...

Fairfield Works ●Cockermouth

S01900 822279

Alongside Cockermouth Mart

and are

the half time draw prize

The Enterprise Centre
James Street, Carlisle.

Telephone:  01228 597 649



WORKINGTON TOWN R«L*F*C

TOWN &COUNTY

M o n t h l y D r a w

1st Prize: £4000

2nd Prize: £500 ●3rd Prize: £300

4th Prize: £200 ●5th Prize: £100

6th -9th Prizes: £50

10th -25th Prizes: £25

Tickets only £2.00 per month

Ticket agents always required
Generous Commissions Paid

Tel: Keith Ray on 01900 603609
for further details

The Derwent Lounge
N o w a v a i l a b l e f o r P r i v a t e F u n c t i o n s

We will cater for your occasion
B u s i n e s s o r P l e a s u r e

Tel: 01900 603609for details

OPEN E¥ERY IIAfCH DAY UNTIL LATE
D r i n k s ● B a r S n a c k s ● S a n d w i c h e s e t c .

'̂ he Perfect Match at Half-Time, Full Time or Anytime





Drama and

excitement

plaifed out

in front of

small but

appreciative

audiences

are the order

of the day

for the 1999

Sorthern

Ford

,Premiership

Who could go through a
days fixture schedule in this
Division and forecast the lot

correctly? Only agenius or a
nutter, Iguarantee that. Look
at the latest batch last

weekend, pride of place in
the coupon busters stakes
going to Rochdale Hornets

who put asting in the Rams
tail all right and on the
'woollies' own midden at

that. Perhaps other shocks

weren't of such ahigh
voltage but still sent atingle
or two through punters pens,
i.e. Keighley gaining the
spoils at Batley, Fev spoiling
Yo r k s u n b e a t e n h o m e r u n

and Whitehaven ridding
t hemse l ves f o r t he second

t i m e t h i s s e a s o n o f t h a t

gates are nothing short of
scandalous, indeed Ihave a

suspicion that such as
Bramley and Lancashire
Lynx will not be continuing
the fight in the new
m i l l e n n i u m , a s a m a t t e r o f

fact it's probably aworry for
s o m e o t h e r o u t fi t s a l s o . T h e

m y s t e r y t o m e i s w h e n

comparing R.L. with Britain's
outright number

spectator sport, soccer, as I

do as afan of both, Iquestion
what is this magnetic, almost
lemming like, appeal that
soccer has on the general
public. Imean is the round

ball game so much more
e n t e r t a i n i n g ? I a m a M a n
United devotee, (John Walsh

follows City and pigeons,
h m m m I d o s e e t h e

connection, but must keep it
clean..) And yet appreciate
watching Town with equal
relish, am Ieasily pleased
t h e n o r w h a t ? A n s w e r s t o

please.
Optimistically speaking as it
were, Ido hope millions will

be out shouting on their
favourite premiership team
f r o m t h e t e r r a c e s t h i s

afternoon. The two best

prospects of ahot match
today, apart from our game
heremf course, looking to be
at Featherstone where

Dewsbury hope to recover
from last weeks stinging, and
at Cougar Park where the
Robins will be watching out
for the Cats as they try and
knock them off their lofty
perch.

one

'Pelican syndrome' (a much
publicised ailment by the
W h i t e h a v e n N e w s i n c a s e

you don't know of it) all very
good away wins in avery
-ompetitive premiership

w o r l d . A s 1 Walshy
NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP

have said

e a r l i e r f u l l o f

drama and

excitement

each week.

So then why
don't the,

public show
more

affection by
rolling up in
d r o v e s a t

PWDLFADPts

15 11 1 3 312213 99 23

1411 Q 3 372237135 22

1511 0 4 407318 89 22

15 10 05408224184 20

15906 343267 76 18

I S 8 1 6 3 0 7 2 3 2 7 5 1 7

15816 30/232-32 17

14 8 1 6 339371 40 17

14 8 0 6 310292 18 16

15 7 0 8 389380 9 14

15 7 0 8 254258 -4 14

14 608271302-31 12

Hull K.R.

Dewsbury Rams
Leigh Centurtons
Hunslet Hawks

Widnes Vikings
York Wasps
TOWN

Featherstone

Keighley Cougars
Barrow B.R.

Bramley
Rochdale Hornets

Whtehaven Warriors 15 609305356-51 12

Swinton Liotts

Lancashire Lynx
Oldham

Doncaster Dragons

every
arena..?

W h a t ’ s t h e

problem?
Three figure

15 5010 322350-28 10

15 3012 238541-303 6

13 2110 225364-139 5

15 2112 258442-184 5

P l u g s a n d P o i n t s
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M A S S I V E S AV I N G S O N A D U LT S & C H I L D R E N S

ffflesse

V IS IT OUR NEW STORE ON POW STREET, WORKINGTON

TEL 01900 606535

JJB SPOBTS STOiES ABE OPEII THBOUSHOiT TIE UK. '
wmi HIM WEBSITE; mww.jjln.ea.ak
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ANDY PLATT

Sponsored by MYERS &BOWMAN

Lillyhall ●Distington ●Workington
Telephone:  01946 832282

M A R K W A L L A C E

Sponsored by DERWENT PRESS PRINTERS
Carnegie Annex, Vulcans Lane, Workington

Telephone:  01900  602894

PAUL FORBER BARRY WILLIAMS

Sponsored by ISIS NIGHTCLUB

Oxford Street ●Workington
Telephone:  01900 871043

Sponsored by
CHRIS WATSON &GUY MILLS

MICHAEL DEMPSEY

Sponsored by
CHARLOTTE CUNNINGHAM



WORKINGTON TOWN
R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B

::ully supports me

Let sTackle Racism in Rughy League
u 7?

campaign, and welcomes all players and spectators

irrespective oi.meir etlinic or racial origins.

Racism nas no place witnin our game, and racist

cnants are totally unacceptable.

P EVERYONE to enjoy tease allow he same.



crowd of spectators they could

also play abit, however despite
winning the remaining fifty
minutes by 18-10 it was never

going to enough to stop the
Welsh travellers from taking the

two points on offer. Too little too

late, as it happened, althoû  as
Isuspected the huge Cardiff
pack did tire asmidgen.

For West Cumbria they had a
tireless worker in hooker Carl

Sice who gave anon stop eighty
minute effort to earn the vote as

man of the match. Other big raps

were earned by yormg centre

Scott Chilton, with hard working

forwards Wayne Bums and

Steve Cutts catching my eye,
wh ich rem inds me Imus t t hank

Mr. Richards the doctor on duty

who was certainly abusy man
aU afternoon. Not that it was a

dirty encounter at all, just hard
and fair. Well that was unti l aU

hell broke loose approximately
t e n m i n u t e s f r o m t i m e .

Following which, the decisions

by the match officials made the

hair on the back of my neck

stand up in anger, even more so
af te r the match when Iheard a

couple of Cardiff perpetrators

celebrating their escape from

admonishment, ooh they did

annoy me.

For the record if you keep them,

the West Cumbria points were

via tries from Carl Sice, Jamie

Nixon and Ryan Campbell. With

three goals from Jamie Nixon to
boot.

A b l a n k w e e k e n d f o r t h e

Alliance team leaves this page

for the sole use of Academy

crack. And aack the academy

team did last Sunday when a

huge squad of beefy Welshmen
came to town.

Cardiff have, or had not enjoyed

agreat start to this season, until

last Sunday unfortunately. The

'titanic taffy's' would not be sunk

as big as they were, boy do they

eat the right stuff in the valleys or

what (does size really matter

1

AJ-'-'vV:- ●

West Coast

Connections
though ?~Ihope not!). Indeed

the big lads could play abit of

rugby too, obviously refreshed

following an overnight stay in

Carlisle they powered into a

commanding 28 point

advantage by the opening half
hour. The ra ther she l l shocked

West Cumbrian's were really

disturbed by the salvo, but did

repair their (leaking) defence
a f t e r t h a t

rather tragic

op enih g
span. Once

they got back
into anormal

stride West

Cumbria

showed the

ever

increasing

A L L I A N C E D I V I S I O N O N E

PWDLFADPts

1310 03371231140 20Batley Bulldogs
Fea the rs tone Rove rs 11 803357231 126 16

Dewsbury Rams
WEST CUMBRIA

Leigh Centurions

Keighley Cougars
Hunslet Hawks

Swinton Lions

Barrow BR

Oldham

Rochdale Hornets

11704 254198 56 14

11614 279251 28 13

11605 257238 19 12

12 525269286-17 12

11506 258237 21 10

9414218227 -9 9

10 406207281 -74 8

10 208166300-134 4

9009150306-156 0
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Official
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of the

RFL Premiership



Topica l
i

1. 'W|ioirtte

2. ,Who was named recently as the BAR^A League's. fi
/^ohffe%i^ce Player of.the^SfifT- ^ '''

3. ;Which team currently tops the Alliar̂ ce First Division? /

\/C O1. '

4. NWhichPremiershijK êam-losf their unbeaten home record
l4st-^u:h.day?' . '' ,

i^rch e'x-ToWn st^s.scored fpi
last Sunday?

Which club enjoyed arecord Super League crowd
last week?

new-eoach"bl eRoVers? / I
.18;

/1
rfti \ t

K

\\/

iirii'

\

5. R e d s V H u l l

6.

W h i c h f a m o u s A u s t r a l i a n f o r w a r d h a s a n n o u n c e d h i s

retirement from the game?

7.

Which Aussie club^s plan aplaying tour of England

later this year?

Which team have recently lost their RFL membership?

mm

Which top British half-back has announced he wishes to

play for Wales in the World Cup?

10.

See Question 5
■
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Derwent Press

Printers

FOR ALL YOUR

PRINTING REQUIREMENTS

VIDEO SERVICES

DOMESTIC-COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Beta SP ●DVC PRO ●DV CAM

S - V H S ●V H S

Invoice Sets

Programmes

Wedding Stationery

R a f fl e T i c k e t s e t c .

Digital Recording

Non L i nea r Ed i t i ng

WEDDINGS

SPORTS

DUPLICATION

CONVERSIONS

C I N E TO V I D E O

S L I D E S / P H O T O S T O V I D E O

O V E R 1 5 Y E A R S R E C O R D I N G

6f EDITING EXPERIENCE Carnegie Annex 'Vulcans Lane

Workington ●Cumbria ●CAM 2BT

Tel 01900 602894 (Office)
F a x 0 1 9 0 0 6 0 2 8 9 1

e-mail derwentpress@btinternet.com

PRO-CAM:

01900 872808/66611
Mobile: 0374 880 570

Unit 1, Carnegie Design Centre, Workington

Workington Town

wish to thank the following

companies for their

generous boot sponsorship

T U B R O S E N G I N E E R I N G L T D

new balance-

SWAN BEARINGS CUMBRIA



WORKINGTON TOWN
Today's ̂

Sponsors:
Match Sponsor:

T H E B R I E R Y

I

I1. CRAIG STALKER

2. ANTHONY HUDDART

3. JOHN ALLEN

4 . M A R K K E E N A N

5. MATTHEW WOODCOCK

6. CARL RODEN

7. MICHAEL DEMPSEY

8. COLIN ARMSTRONG

9. MICHAEL JENKINS

10. ANDY PLATT

11. PAUL FORBER

12. ANTHONY SAMUELS

13. SIMON KNOX

Wi

Man of the Match:

NEWLANDS

NUSING HOME

Substitutes

14. CRAIG FISHER

15. BARRY WILLIAMS

16. PETER RILEY

1 7 . S T E V E H E A T O N

r.jT-i

Today's Officials

Referee:

Mr. R. Silverwood

Touch Judges:

B. Sharrock (Red)

N. Byers (Yellow)

1. LAURENT MINUT

2. ADRIAN MEADE

3. EMMERSON JACKMAN

4 . M I C K F A R R E L L

5 . J O E M c N I C H O L A S

6. PAUL CROOK

7. DANIEL BROWN

8. LEO CASEY

9. JOHN HOUGH

10. JASON CLEGG

11. PAUL ROUND

12. NATHAN VARLEY

13. IAN SINFIELD

Substitues

14. CRAIG BARKER

1 5 . G R E A M E S H A W

1 6 . M I K E P R E S C O T T

17. KEVIN FITZPATRICK
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