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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chairman’s Chatter
TONIGHT we entertain Leigh

who have made avery

encouraging start to the
season. Iknow Chairman

Mick Higgins has not had

things easy in his t ime at

the club and it is good for

him and his col leagues to

be enjoying better times.

I c e r t a i n l y h o p e t h a t

our players won’t be reading

these notes as they seem
to extend the hand of

Oldham Rugby League
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friendship to the opposition

when they go onto the field.

In far too many games we

are playing catch-up football
and produces

mistakes. Regardless of the

result at Doncaster we will be looking at the league table and
thinking “if only". Ican’t help believing that on far too many
occasions it’s not the opposition that beats us but ourselves.

B u t t h a t s i t u a t i o n w i l l r e m a i n u n t i l w e i e a r n f r o m i t . I t ’ s n o t

good saying the same thing each week; the players have to
learn. The main difference this season is that once you give a
lead away the premiership teams don’t let it slip. We have to

start dominating teams from the start and let them take the

risks. We have the players who can do it -we have already
seen that -but we need to see it more often. Despite this it is

ce r ta in l y no t a l l doom and g loom, and the p laye rs mus t

remember that EVERYBODY at the Club from the Board, to the

Coaches, to the spectators want them to do well.

Iwonder what the Rugby League world thinks of London

Broncos getting to Wembley? No doubt everybody will say that

it is good for the game but Ineed somebody to explain that to

me because is it good for the game if London can only muster

say 5,000 fans on May 1st? If they win will their attendances

at Super League games dramatically increase? They certainly

didn’t when Sheffield won last year and Idon’t think London

will be any different. If that is the case then Ifor one need to

know what the game’s strategy is.

Enjoy the game!

that

Christopher Hamilton

PHE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY;CT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LtD.
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O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
AS REGULAR readers of this programme might have guessed, I'm on my new-stadium hobby-horse

just at present. ..and this evening’s visit of Leigh to Spotland takes me back to the far off days of

my youth when Iused to watch rugby league regularly from the main stand at Kirkhall Lane.
Kirkhall Lane? Yes, that’s what the old ground was called before it became Milton Park and I

was lucky to have spent many happy hours of my youth watching all-time Leigh greats like
Jimmy Ledgard at full-back, ascrum-capped Trevor Allen in the centre, Charlie Pawsey in the

pack and aflier on the wing called Billy Kindon.
Years later came fiery Stan Owen and one of the most prolific forward try-scorers in

the history of the game, the dashing Mick Martyn.
At least one man who will be here from Leigh today -that great club

servant Tommy Sale -will recall those magical days of long ago with great rmM
affection. But Idigress.

It’s difficult, you see, to think about immediate post-war Leigh without iSP
letting one’s thoughts wander to the Ledgards, the Allens and the Kindons,
but the real purpose of this exercise in nostalgia is to talk not about the 3*
wonderful players who graced Kirkhall Lane, but about Kirkhall Lane (or “
Hilton Park) itself.

At risk of being shot down by somebody with knowledge of the club’s

history -and idon’t mean my old mate John Stringer -Iwould venture to ,

suggest that the fabric and structure of Hilton Park changed little from the ^
early 1950s to the late 1990s.

At least, the old ground has survived ...which is more than can be .'ll*

said for numerous rugby league grounds which were steeped in tradition ̂
and brimming over with character.

Among the casualties were Watersheddings, Thrum Hall, Craven
Park (Hull KR), Station Road, Fartown, Crown Flatt, The Athletic 

Grounds, McLaren Field, Tatters Field, Parkside and the original

Naughton Park, admittedly rebuilt and redesigned and renamed the -̂ S
Autoquest Stadium. ? ^

There will be more casualties too. Central Park, of all places, is going; V
Wilderspool may be, even Knowsley Road. If Hilton Park can hang in there,
all power to its elbow, but all the indicators point to afuture in which most

clubs will be looking ahead to the next century with plans to go into new
stadia, either wholly. Jointly or partially owned by the local authority.

Who would have thought, nearly fifty years ago, that the ground made

famous by floodlights and McDonald Bailey would survive Central Park or |
Station Road? It’s afunny old game, or it would be if the issues facing

Rugby League as we look towards 2000 and beyond were not so serious.
New stadia MUST replace the old if the game as we know it today is - r

to have ahalf-decent chance of appealing to the sporting interests of ■

future generations of northern folk.
The leisure market has never been more competitive. And when Isee

Oldham Roughyeds with no home to call their own and Oldham Athletic

battling to avoid relegation to Nationwide Division Three anxiety begins to ;
overcome me.

0'
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Professional sport in Oldham needs amajor tonic

1new stadium would provide it.
Those Athletic fans who desire to hang on to

loundary Park are letting their hearts rule their
heads. And Ifear that if the opportunity to build

Inew stadium is not acted upon NOW it might be “
lost for ever. ^

The entire country is in stadium mode. Not ̂
even Wembley can resist the groundswell support Hj
for anew, modern image and state-of-the-art S

facilities. l b

Can Milton Park resist? Can Boundary Park ̂
sist? Isubmit that, certainly in Oldham’s case, the ^
ment for anew stadium is crystal clear. B

*

In Luxury
mY Coach Travel

r
ml

The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

Chadderton,

k\ O l d h a m O L 9 9 L E

i\ Tel: 0161 633 3870
Fax; 0161 345 9347

a

o



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand tiles and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 5 5 4 0 4 3
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED
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ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
W E R E A L L S E T . . .

-to provide afirst class building

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demoiition, Dismantiing and Asbestos
Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 3PY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 Fax; 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
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LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH fj CHIP

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

For prompt &personal attention
TO

Joinery: 0161 bTJ ATil
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 - M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL WILLOW STREET ■

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00 -5.30

Trade Welcome
0161 633 0074

DRONSFIEUDS

DELPH new road, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE
TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares
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M I C K C O A T E S

Game On
WELCOME to the Leigh team and their fans, and

congratulations to Ian Millward and his players

for the start they are enjoying to this season.

U n l i k e t h e m w e a r e s h o w i n g n o

c o n s i s t e n c y a t a l l , a n d t h e g a m e a g a i n s t

Widnes showed just that. Widnes started at 3

o’clock and we started at 3.20 gifting them an

18 points start then losing the game by 17

points.

A t t h i s m o m e n t t h e t a s t e o f

disappointment is still strong in my mouth
a n d a s I t h i n k b a c k i t m a k e s m e f e e l s i c k !

Idon’t like losing and no one involved in

spor t should, but by the same ru le Ican

except adefeat when we have given our all

and not been good enough. “But” that isn’t

quite the case: Ibelieve we are capable of

beating some of these teams and beating

t h e m w e l l , w h i c h i s w h y I ’ m s o

disappointed.

Some players, and I’m sure you and

they know who they are, come off that

field exhausted and deserving to be

winners the disappointment is written

on their faces. But some, well Ican’t

print my thoughts on them.
Ican’t and won’t make excuses

to the paying spectators, but Iwill
deal with it the best ican with the

tools provided and if that means

putting ayoung kid in there Iwill.

Anyway, to today’s game, I

expect areal clash in the front

r o w , w h e r e o u r s h a s b e e n o u r

consistency. The same can be

said about Leigh and it could

well be an area where advantage

can be gained, if it lives up to its

b i l l ing, Leo &Cleggy vStreet &
W h i t t l e i s w o r t h t h e e n t r a n c e f e e

alone.

Enough has been said, now

let’s hope for aclean fight and give

t h e O l d h a m f a n s s o m e t h i n g t o
shout about.

Mick

P V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH
Tel . 0161 624 5962 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
IGOT my wish ( just ! ) for an appearance at

Wembley for London Broncos. Iknow this wil l

not be universally popular, but it is to be hoped

that such an appearance will stir some interest

in the capital because, believe it or not, there

are some fanatical London followers. Just as

there are fans of northern clubs, some indeed

who have fo l lowed London rugby s ince the

days of Fulham. I t is acredi t to coach Dan

S t a i n s ( w h o s o u n d s l i k e a c h a r a c t e r f r o m

Captain Pugwash: all the more so if you call

him Dick Stains as the Daily Mirror did) and

captain Shaun Edwards and the whole team,

t h a t t h e y o v e r c a m e a l l t h e o d d s t o b a t t l e

through.

must be pleased that Leigh have the ability to

put points on the board. Skipper Craig Dean,

the best scrum-half outside Super League, is

the key play-maker, so Oldham will have to be

on their mett le to prevent h im dictat ing the

play. With the worst scoring record in the

League, Oldham will have to make sure they

tackle tenaciously and do not concede early

points as they did against Hunslet and Widnes.

The h igh ly p romis ing debu t a t s tand-o f f o f

Danny Wood -the biggest breath of fresh air to

hit Oldham since Tommy Martyn -augurs well

f o r t h e f u t u r e . W i t h Wo o d a n d M a r t i n d a l e i n t h e

same side Oldham hopefully have the players

to open up defences. Enjoy the game and get

behind the lads.

That said, London will start second

f a v o u r i t e s t o L e e d s R h i n o s w h o s e

p e r f o r m a n c e s i n d i s p o s i n g o f W i g a n , S t .

Helens and Bradford -the biggest and best RL

h a s t o o f f e r - m a r k t h e m o u t a s a t r u l y

formidable team. Despite that the Broncos

defensive toughness wil l ensure the game is
f a r f r o m o n e - s i d e d a n d w i t h a fi n i s h e r o f M a r t i n

Offiah’s quality, already the leading try-scorer

in 1999, anything could happen. So let’s hope

f o r a n e n g a g i n g a n d t h r i l l i n g c o n t e s t o n

We m b l e y ’ s l a s t C u p F i n a l d a t e b e f o r e i t s

redevelopment.

Meanwh i l e , back a t t he Nor the rn Fo rd

Premiership, Easter weekend will take us to a

quarter of the league programme completed.

B a r e l y S p r i n g a n d a q u a r t e r o f t h e g a m e s

gone; bring on Summer rugby! Already some

shape is developing to the league table. Hull

KR and Hunslet are the early pace setters,

much as expected, with Dewsbury, third last

y e a r , a l s o i n t h e f r a m e . W i d n e s a n d

Featherstone are beginning to recover from a

slow start, but the surprise under-achievers are

Keighley and Swinton. Today’s visitors, Leigh

Centurions, have got away to agood start, new

coach Ian Millward having made an immediate

impact. Although concerned at what he

perceives as his team’s defensive frailties, he

the

heU sHttsLleh
th the

.WUHby LsMdue

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Vour Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC eve ry success i n 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Rktiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEE B
Foundtd 1914Founded 1914

\family finance\family finance
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oL If you^re not

satisfied with your

bank  ̂ convert

T
S

s

Lansdowne Tradino

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank
of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Seotland

4Lansdowne Road -Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
No. 90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Seton ^cho/n
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies
Healthcare PIc

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s s t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
\Ne may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

S.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

● C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own

petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S TTiomas
Cook

RICHARD

MOTOR GROUP

1^

ELLEN

^ E D E L L E ^rACCIDENT\

ASSISTANCE

UPHOLSTERY ■ LTD

The Royal Bank
of Scotland
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JUNIOR

Roughyeds
H I T O A L L T H E J U N I O R R O U G H Y E D S

A w a r m O l d h a m w e l c o m e t o t h e

players, supporters and junior members of

Leigh Centurions

Laurent Mlnut and

Daniel Wood.

Daniel was

great with the kids
and said how

much he was

looking forward to
h i s fi r s t s e n i o r

game for Oldham

the next day

against Widnes.

We wish you well,

thank you to all the

p l a y e r s f o r t h e i r
time.

The Mascot for

t o d a y ’ s m a t c h i s
Jonathan Fullerlove.

Jonathan plays rugby for

Royton Tigers. He also

enjoys playing footbal l

(we will have to cure him

of that)! Jonathan

attends Thorpe Primary

Jonathan Fullerlove School in Royton. Have

agreat day Jonathan.

Debra Rafferty

W e h e l d t h e M a s c o t D r a w f o r t h e n e x t

f o u r g a m e s . T h e f o u r l u c k y J u n i o r

Roughyeds selected were Luke Hamilton,

Laurence Raffer ty, K im Broadbent and

Rachel Goodwin. Congratulations to all of

you.

T h e M a s c o t f o r t h e

d a y a g a i n s t H u n s l e t
H a w k s w a s E m m a

Buckley.

Emma had agreat

day. Lots of her family

came to watch her being
Mascot.

All the children were then escorted to

a w a i t i n g c o a c h t o t a k e u s t o t h e

Manchester Storm game and with acrowd

of 7,000 we didn’t lose one Junior

Roughyed. PHEW! Wow, what anight! The

atmosphere was great, the children had

lots of refreshments and still managed to

Join in with all the songs, and the dancing.
A l l t h e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e a d u l t s h a d a

tremendous time. Iwould like to say abig

thank-you on behalf of all the Junior
R o u g h y e d s t o C h r i s H a m i l t o n f o r

organising our tickets to the STORM.
Thanks

Emma Buckley

E v e r y b o d y u s e d t o s a y h o w c o l d

Watersheddings was. Hunslet have got a

great new Stadium, but when will they be

able to afford to put some sides on that

stand -it was freezing!

MANCHESTER STORM /KENTUCKY
FRIED CHICKEN

On Saturday the 27th March the Junior

Roughyeds were treated by the Club to a

night out. This night replaced the April

J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s m e e t i n g . T h e n e x t

meeting will now be at the Pennine Lounge

on May 10th.

We all had agreat time. The children

enjoyed tea at Kentucky Fried Chicken, the

new Junior Roughyeds sponsor.

Four players came along; Leo Casey
(for crowd control) , Emmanuel Peral ta,

Debra Rafferty

R a c i s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e

C O M M U N I T Y A N D R A C I S M H A S N O PA R T TO P U Y I N O U R S P O R T.

R a c i s t l a n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

SUCH CONDUCT WILL FACE THE SEVEREST PENALTIES AVI ILABLE.

W e m u s t a l l t a c k l e r a c i s m a n d e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y

L E A G U E I S A G A M E F O R A L L .

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

11



S T E V E B R A D Y . . . .

Rugby Leaguer
compete with the big boys in the game

and make it up into Super League -if that

is what they desire. There are precious

few “sugar daddies” with money to burn

willing to invest millions into premiership

sides, so the directors and coaches have

to do it the hard way by developing the

young ta len t tha t i s in abundance a l l

around them.

And isn’t it much more satisfying to

see ayoung Oldham lad run onto the pitch

for his debut, than aformer Super League

s ta r, mak ing t he mos t o f h i s ea rn i ng

potent ia l in the twi l ight o f h is p lay ing

c a r e e r ? B o t h O l d h a m a n d L e i g h a r e

refreshingly free of such players.

It is so very different to the Leigh and

Oldham sides of decades gone by, when

the sides were packed with the very best

stars in the game. And an Oldham vLeigh

clash would attract five-figure crowds, at

either Hilton Park or Watersheddings.

Times have changed, but everything

goes in circles. Oldham and Leigh’s match

today will be as full-blooded and exciting

as any clash between the sides in the

past. The difference is that, behind the

s c e n e s , b o t h c l u b s a r e w o r k i n g

progressively towards abright and healthy

future. And it won’t be long before that

hard work pays off and the “glory days"

return.

OLDHAM versus Leigh. It’s going to be

some match today. The Centurions are red

hot at the moment, with Aussie coach Ian

Millward inspiring his young side to great

things. But the Roughyeds are more than

ahandful, particularly at home, as Widnes

discovered last week. Since the two old

d i v i s i o n s w e r e m e r g e d t o f o r m t h e

Northern Ford Premiership, the gap

between the best and the rest of the

professional game has narrowed.

Despite Oldham’s position deep down

in t he t ab le , and Le igh ’s l o f t y pe rch

towards the top, the resu l t o f today ’s

m a t c h w i l l b e d i f fi c u l t f o r a n y o n e t o

predict.

That has been one o f the b igges t

bonuses of the independent nature of the

Association of Premiership Clubs.

Standards have risen throughout as clubs

take a rea l i s t i c v iew o f what i t w i l l take to

s u c c e e d i n t o d a y ’ s m o d e r n b u s i n e s s

environment.

Gone are the days when clubs in the

l o w e r d i v i s i o n s w e r e t h e pension

schemes" for top flight players. Clubs like

Oldham and Leigh understand that the

future belongs with the youth structure at

t he c l ub , and the l i nks w i th l oca l ama teu r

sides.

Only through youth development will

clubs in the Premiership ever be able to

PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS
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HALFTIME QUIZ

1, Who has recently left Doncaster Dragons after playing 6
games?

2. What is the nickname of Melbourne?

3. What were the colours of Leeds Parish church?

4, Which Australian scored ahat trick ot tries in the 1966 Ashes

Test series?

5. Who were Division Two champions in 1975/76?

6. Which Sydney club did the great Dally Messenger play for?

7. Who has recently secured a£15,000 sponsorship deal with
NAAFI?

8. Who won the 1955 Australian vFrance Test series?

9. Who kicked 6goals and scored atry for Widnes in the win over
Barrow?

10. Who scored 4tries for Hunslet in the victory over Oldham?

11. Who scored over 2,000 points for Widnes between 1966 and

1978?

12. Which Australian winger made his Test debut at Boothferry
Parkin 1982?

13. Which Sydney club did Kiwi Mark Graham play for?

14. Who recently came back from 8-20 to win 26-20?

15. Which club are currently at the bottom of the National
Conference League?

16. Who scored the only try at Wembley in 1970?

17. Where did Australia play Papua New Guinea in July 1988?
18. Who was the first ever top four play off?

19. Who did Wigan defeat in the 1984 Challenge cup semi-final?

20. Where was the match played?
21. Whose stand was destroyed by fire in 1985?

22. Who left Wigan for Leigh for £5,000 in 1950/51?

23. Who did Leeds beat in the 1957 semi final?

24. Where was the match played?

25. What was the first year that all the four semi finalists came
from York?

26. Which year were all four from Lancashire?

27. Which team have played in 7semi-finals?

28. Who scored in 37 consecutive games for St Helens between
65 and 66?

29. What nationality was he?

30. Whose players went on strike in 1977/78?

31. Which team does the book "Old Faithful' cover?

32. Who published the Rugby League who's who?

33. Who won man of fhe match on his test debut against
France?

34. Which Kiwi won the Lance Todd Trophy in 1951 ?

35. Who was the first woman representative on the RL Council?

36. Which Leigh player toured Australia with the Lions in 1979?

37. Which player won "All Four” medals in aseason on two

occasions?

i)

fStep back in time with some of the ̂
stories covered over the past 50 years

1952...MAR 29 ■ ‘ PR INCE OF STAND-OFFS ’

‘Barrow's fortunes will depend on Ted Toohey,

and one of the princes of stand-off’s, Billy
Horne. Last year Billy was indeed
disappointed in not leading Barrow to victory
at Wembley. This season he is playing better
than ever and Welshman Thomas is in for a

hot time. Billy is the brains of the Furness

side, in fact he is an inspiration.’

1972.. .MAR 29 - ‘FOX CLOSE TO YET

ANOTHER MILESTONE’

'NEIL FOX...a name which has spelled success
in Rugby League for 16 great seasons.
Now another milestone has fal len to the

Wakefield Trinity centre. It came with his

300th try, which brought his points total in
excess of 4,650.

Neil is now also approaching another highlight

in his Rugby League career...his 600th senior

game.'1955...MAR 30 -‘BARROW &WORKINGTON

IN FINAL'

‘WE will probably upset some of our readers

in Hunslet and Featherstone when we suggest

that Barrow and Workington Town will fight it

out in the final of the Rugby League Challenge
Cup Final at Wembley on April 30. The
disappointed readers may however have their
last laugh on us after Saturday’s semi-finals.’

1976...MAR 31 -‘COSLEH QUITS’

‘KEL Coslett's decision to end his playing

career after 14 years at the top with St Helens

could open the door for him to turn to

coaching.

But he says he has no definite plans in his
direction, and adds that he has not applied for

the Saints’ coaching job.’
1 9 6 6 . . . . A P R 1 - ‘ M U R P H Y W I T H D R A W S -

BROOKES BROUGHT IN'

‘BRICKBATS, not bouquets, have been
showered on the Rugby League international
Selection Committee since the tour party to
Australia was made known. The ommission of

some great favourites, the fact that the party is
suspect in goal-kicking ability and contains
some players not long recovered from serious

injury, have since become big bones of

contention. There has been one change from

the original 26. Alec Murphy, the St Helens
skipper, maned as acentre, withdrew for

business reasons and was replaced by Ian

Brooke, the Bradford Northern threequarter.’

1992...APR 2 ■ ‘YOUR LAST CHANCE’

‘ANDY GREGORY’S return to in ternat ional

rugby could have taken another step nearer

last night.

Great Britain officials were expected to meet

the 30 year old Wigan half back after their

championship match at Hull KR. The move
fol lowed revelat ions earl ier this week that

Gregory, who quit international rugby after the

2-1 series defeat by the Kangaroos in 1990

was reconsidering his decision.’

^»i/oar

Tack le i t . . . ^very Monday

●>10!a U!A9>| Of? lEUBUJBJJBd

:s9|6b3 p|9!pqs ‘80 luosbiH ailllAA uqor Z£ IspoOM uqop ’98 luojBuuaqjaH qjB>| -gg :pjORunoi/j
390 ‘t'S -mm ifBnH '88 issauumg zz JinH ‘L8 IsjaAoy auoisjaqtBay 'oe tBOutv mos

SZ :u08||!>j uan QZ imBqpio IZ :086l. 9Z :696L ‘92 luinipBJS |Bspo >2 :u9ABq9t!q/v\ ‘82 :ub63

9or ZZ :sj0Aoy 0uoiSjaqiB93 ●iz :sp993 ‘pBoy puB|i3 ’02 :>ijoa '6 L:xb|!|bh ‘8 L:e66b/\a ebBBM
●Z :̂s9puA^ol uB|v -gi. ;A9|J8A9g -gi. isoouojg uopuo-j >i. lAoupAg qiJOM -gi. laqjojgoug 'Zi

^uouno ABy 'll labuBid PIAeq 'OL :Ajnqsi|BS '6 laouBjy -g lanBesi AqBny s93!AJ0$ paujQLUoo ●/
:sqjnqns uj0|SB3 'g iMOJjeg -g Isuiaji u3>|'t? :>|3B|q anig 'g liujots '2 IPISPH^S 'I:sJ8A^suv

38. Who were the only team to be beaten by Bridgend Blue
Dragons?

39. Who appeared in four consecutive Sydney Grand Finals in the
80s?

40. Who kicked 8goals for Leeds in the 1979 Premiership Final?

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161-284 9000



T O D A Y ' S V I S I T O R S

Leigh Centurions
AFTER the traumas of 1998 Leigh approach the new

s e a s o n w i t h b a t t e r i e s r e - c h a r g e d . H i g h i y r a t e d
A u s s i e I a n M i l l w a r d h a s t a k e n o v e r a s H e a d C o a c h

with Norman Turiey as his Assistant and Mark Baiiey
(ex St .Heiens, wi th coaching exper ience at Hal i fax

Biue Sox) running the Ai i iance. Last summer Leigh

and Widnes suffered when moved up to Division 1as

t h e y w e r e o n i y g i v e n S k y D i v i s i o n 2 m o n e y t o

operate with. This season they are on amore ievei
piaying field.

Most of last season’s young squad of largely
local talent are still on the books. New signings

inc lude sc rum ha l f C ra ig Dean (Le igh bo rn ) f rom

Halifax; David Whittle, prop forward from Wigan, who

was ab ig h i t dur ing a loan spe l l l as t season; p rop
C h r i s P a r r f r o m R o c h d a l e a n d t w o A u s s i e f o r w a r d s o f

h i g h r e p u t a t i o n i n H e a t h C r u i c k s h a n k a n d J a m i e
Kennedy (ex Hull K. R.). With evergreen Tim Street

leading from the front, Leigh expect to have apack

capable of giving live wires Dean, Safraz Patel and

Anthony Murray room to get attacks going.
IAN MILLWARD -Head Coach

In his playing career he represented New South Wales

Schoolboys and lllawara Steelers. His coaching career

began a t Wo l l ongong Un ive rs i t y and con t i nued a t
lllawara. Joined Leigh in time for 1999 season.
NORMAN TURLEY -Assistant Coach

I n h i s p l a y i n g c a r e e r h e p l a y e d f o r j u s t a b o u t

everyone, except Le igh , h is home town c lub . Has

coaching experience with Trafford Borough,

Whitehaven and Workington. At Leigh he was

Assistant to Keith Latham last season before taking
over as Head Coach for the latter part of the season.
M A R K K A Y - F u l l B a c k . F o r m e r B . A . R . L . A Y o u t h

International and Player of the Year.

PHIL KENDRICK -Cent re s igned f rom Widnes las t

year.
J A M I E K E N N E D Y - A u s s i e b a c k r o w f o r w a r d w h o h a s

played for St. George and was last season with Hull K.

CHRIS PARR -Prop p rev ious l y w i th Rochda le and

Oldham, Signed 1999.

SAFRAZ PATEL -Promising half back who made his

debut two years ago. Missed most of last season due

to injury.

ANDY PUCILL -Very experienced prop, previously with
Swinton and Huddersfield.

KIERAN PURTILL -Versatile back signed from Wigan.

Brother of Dean Purtill, Leigh’s leading points scorer
in 1997.

D AV I D S M I T H - B a c k r o w f o r w a r d s i g n e d f r o m
Huddersfield in 1997.

TIM STREET -Prop forward, wel l known to Oldham

fans, in his third spell with Leigh, having first been

signed from Wigan in 1989. Can be relied on to lead
f r o m t h e f r o n t .

PAUL WINGFIELD -Goal k icking winger who singed

from Warrington in 1998.

JAMES ARKWRIGHT -Le igh born. Can p lay in any

back position. Signed from St. Helens last year.
DEAN CONWAY -Prop forward who graduated from

the Academy, making his debut in 1996.

JOHN COSTELLO -Hardworking prop or second row

s igned f rom Le igh Eas t i n 1991 . Team cap ta in i n
1998.

HEATH CRUICKSHANK -Signed this season. Played

previously for Canberra and Gold Coast.

CRAIG DEAN -Sc rum ha l f s i gned by Ha l i f ax f rom

Leigh East. Just signed by his home town club and

has taken over as captain.

STUART DICKINSON -Promising young winger signed

from the Academy
S T U A R T D O N L A N - F u l l b a c k o f w h o m m u c h i s

expected as his confidence develops. Son of ex Leigh
and G.B. centre Steve.

A N D Y F A I R C L O U G H - J o i n e d t h e C e n t u r i o n s f r o m

Wigan St. Patricks in 1997. Good footballer who can

play equally well In anumber of positions.
M A R T I N G O U L D I N G - F r o n t o r s e c o n d r o w f o r w a r d w h o

joined Leigh from Wigan St. Patricks.

ALAN HADCROFT -Strong running centre signed from

Leigh East in 1995.

DAVID HILL -Leigh's longest serving player who has

been granted avery deserved testimonial this season.

Centre or wing.

SCOTT HILTON -Promising half back who made his
debut in 1997.

DAVID INGRAM -Now p lay ing mos t l y on the w ing

having had spells at stand off and centre. Hoping for

an injury free season.
N I C K J E N K I N S - A u s s i e h o o k e r w h o h a s b e e n w i t h

Leigh for two years, having played in various parts of
the world.

R.

TAU LIKU -

Prop or second row.

Signed in 1994.

P l a y e d f o r To n g a i n

■95 World Cup.

P r o b a b l y fi t t e r t h a n

ever. Big season
expected.

A N T H O N Y M U R R A Y - H o o k e r o r h a l f b a c k w h o h a s

re tu rned to h is home town a f te r spe l l s a t Wigan ,

Warrington and Widnes.
PAUL NORMAN -Forward p rev ious l y w i th O ldham.

Signed 1999.

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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Cabaret Bar

n Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖ L i v e S k y S p o r t s

❖English Horse Racing ❖

Cabaret

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis fr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Bfitis''

Pu^Qub

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Pirpie

Santisgo III

Cabaret

Bar

OPEN TIU UTE

Seven days aweek

●S 79 54 60

,Garden HAaiEflniNS
Conpoatcla C a i N i r t t

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEo
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DON YATES

Down Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a l e i c h m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

T H E S U C C E S S o f l a s t

September ’s Aus t ra l i an
type end-of-season play-off

e n s u r e s t h a t t h e p r e v i o u s

method of deciding the

Championship has gone
f o r e v e r . T h e r e i s n o d o u b t

that Wigan's Grand Final

victory at Old Trafford was
a s p e c t a c u l a r o c c a s i o n

■H and created more interest

B| than is normally generated
|H when aChampionship is

decided merely on home

and away results.

However, there have

mbeen occasions when the
t r a d i t i o n a l s y s t e m d i d

bring about thrilling
c o n c l u s i o n s t o t h e s e a s o n

a n d o n e s u c h o c c a s i o n w a s i n 1 9 8 2 w h e n L e i g h

were last crowned Champions of the Rugby

Football League.
Before the start of the 1981-82 season, most

Leigh followers would have been content for the

club to just maintain their First Division status.
Their supporters, therefore, were delighted with

Le igh ' s ea r l y season fo rm. They l i f t ed the
Lancashire Cup and, alongside Widnes, Hull and

Hull Kingston Rovers, were making adetermined
challenge for the title. During the middle of the

season Leigh established aclub record winning
sequence of 14 matches, asequence which left

Leigh on the brink of Championship success.
On the final weekend of the season the top of

the First Division table read as follows:

1st Widnes, played 29, 47 points, scoring
difference +252

2nd Hull, played 29, 45 points, scoring difference
- ) - 3 2 0

3rd Hull KR, played 29, 45 points, scoring
d i f f e r e n c e - i - 2 5 4

4th Leigh, played 28, 45 points, scoring difference
- r 2 1 2

title would go to the Boulevard. Leigh’s

Championship aspirations rested on Hull beating
Widnes, whilst they themselves had to beat Hull

KR and then win at Whitehaven the following

Wednesday.
Acrowd of over 18,000 saw Hul l beat Widnes

21-3 and the majority then stayed on to hear the
result of the match at Hilton Park which had kicked

off an hour after the Boulevard game. They were

disappointed as Leigh won 18-10 to take the title
race to the final match of the season at

Whitehaven three days later

Awin there would give Leigh the title so a
good following made the journey to the Recreation

Ground, swelling the gate to 5,611. The teams for
that memorable match were as fo l lows:

Whitehaven: Tony D’Leny; Mai McClure, Brian
Rose, Joe Stewart, Bob Mackie: Steve Lane, Arnie

Walker; Steve Phythian, Mike Barwise, Gordon
Cottier, Mike Taylor, David Martin &; Milton
Huddart.

Substitutes, Ian Litt &Jeff Simpson.

Le igh : M ick Hogan ; Des D rummond , S teve
Toml inson, Steve Donlan, Phi l Fox; John Woods,

David Dunn; Derek Pyke, Ray Tabern, Tony Cooke,

Tommy Martyn, Eric Chisnall &Ian Potter
Substitutes, Roy Howarth &Mick McTigue.

Although bottom of the First Division table

and with nothing but pride to play for, Whitehaven
put up atremendous show. Leigh were decidedly
second best in the first half which ended with

Whitehaven in front 4-1. Mai McClure had scored

the Whitehaven try and Arnie Walker had added a

dropped goal . Le igh ’s on ly response was a

dropped goal from Steve Donlan. Surely Leigh
would not blow the chance of lifting the title for the
first time in 76 years with defeat against the
d i v i s i o n ’ s b o t t o m c l u b ?

There were many more anxious moments in
the Leigh camp at the start of the second half
b e f o r e a D e s D r u m m o n d t r y p u t L e i g h b a c k o n

c o u r s e . F u r t h e r t r i e s f r o m D a v i d D u n n a n d M i c k

Hogan, together with aRoy Howarth dropped goal,
put the game beyond Whitehaven’s reach.

The final score was 13-4 and Leigh were

Champions after one of the most exciting finishes
ever to aLeague Championship campaign.

On that final Sunday, Widnes travelled to Hull

where victory would give them the title no matter
what the other results decided. Leigh entertained
Hull KR so i f both Humberside clubs won then the

manu fac t i i r ed hyd rau l i c equ ipmen t f o r t he
W G T a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

[ T S T E E R I N G T H E F U T E I R E
[ n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 8218 FAX: 0161 6264945
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Picker Sponsorship
Mike Prescott

Hayneswood

Engineering Saies Ltd.
St Johns Mi i i

St John Street, Lees
0161 620 5337

Craig Barker

Biaineys High Ciass
B a k e r & C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73 Lees Road, Oidham

0161 624 7391

John Hough 1.

Nancy &Geraid

Fitzgeraid

●'tS!

h''
Josh Bostock Emerson Jackman JBrian Quinian

■ David Macauiey

HChartered Surveyor
I‘Watersheddings’, Long

JHouse Lane, Poulten te Fylde
101253 883833

uAnn &Anita

Bateson

Moorside Eiectricai

Contractors

07970 728501

IKS.1

I

Daniei Brown Afi Leu i i a

Levers Fish &Chip
Restaurant

O i d h a m M a r k e t H a i i

0161 633 0074

Paui Round

Pennine Fencing &

Landscaping
01706 659703

A i e x & V i c t o r i a

Lord

nEi.

Graeme Shaw

Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

Britannia Miii, Wiiiow

,.j S t r e e t , O i d h a m
W^ 0161627 4237

Leo Casey M i c k M a r t i n d a i e

G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

Oldham

0161 624 4301

David &Michael

Gough

,1 Joe McNichoias

Howard Houghton
Flooring Contractors Ltd.
579 Huddersfield Road

Waterhead

0161 627 2142

Jason Ciegg Nathan Variey

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161643 2487

ry

r— Alpha Photography
Milnrow

01706 642446f^
Adrian Mead

North Ainley &Co.
Solicitors

34 Clegg Street,
Oldham

0161 624 5614

Gary Couiter

Shaddy Platts

im

Paui Crook

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

Middleton Junction

0161643 2487

Laurent Minut

Kwikprint Ltd.

Union Street,
Oldham

0161 626 7666

fJ*

Emmanuel Peralta

S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
Oldham

0161 624 5962

M i c k C o a t e sM i c k F a r r e l l

J . W. Lees &Co L td

Brewers

■IMiddleton Junction
0161 643 2487

i.

D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
01457 871717

●H'

i-''
L

Graeme BradleygKevin Fitzpatrick
KTarget Finishing

C S e r v i c e s L t d .
:W Bleasby Street, Oldham

0161 626 7436

M a r k P e r r e t t

Venda Valet Service

Neville Street Ind. Est.

Chadderton

0161 633 3793

Stuart Cummings/

McVites Penguin

>

PTSr
L h
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O L D H A M R L F C

The Roughyeds-Stats
A p p e a r a n c e s & S c o r e r s . . . S e a s o n 1 9 9 9

A p p s S u b T i n e s G o a l s DG PtsA p p s S u b T r i e s G o a l s D G Pts

J. Bostock

D. Brown

L. Casey

J. Clegg
G. Coulter

P. Crook

MFarrell

J. Hough

E. Jackman

A. Leuiia

JMcNicholas

7 3 12 5M. Martindale

A. Mead

L. Minut

E. Peralta

M. Perrett

M. Prescott

B. Quinlan

P. Round

G. Shaw

D. Wood

8 4 3 22 8 3 12

8 8 7 14

8 2 8 2 5

1 5 4 4

4 1 8 1 4

1 3 4 4 8

8 1

6 1 1 4 7 1

8 1 3 6

8 3 12

The above appearances &scorers do not include any stat ist ics from Law Cup or fr iendly matches

iZ)

/a ■J?

*///////if^
5^ 0<Zj

#/
of <§● cT 9 9 * / <2j Qj12}

V/ -v/

Barrow 30-10

c^
26-44 18-12

Batley

Bramley

Dewsbury

Doncaster

Featherstone

14-12 8-14 300

14-12 58-24

35-8 31-16

20-29 22-18

32-18 32-12 28-12%

Hull KR ■8-6 12-0 12-2

a Hunsiet 30-18 14-26 44-2 48-6

Keighley

Lancashire

Leigh

O L D H A M 2 4 - 2 0

42-16 30-16 8-10

0^ .13-12 22-12

16-12 24-20 16-12

18-33

a Rochdale 26-10 22-27 22-40

§ Swinton 23-8 19-29 10-21

Whitehaven 24-12 28-6

W i d n e s 3 4 - 1 6

Workington

York

30-12 6-2 .

22-16 22-22 14-21 26-14

20-20 32-6 16-15



T H E I N C O R R I G I B L E

Iva Stateloose
I v a ’ s a t o Z o f R u g b y L e a g u e

is for: Absent Friends. Last seen on the rails at the Cheltenham Gold Cup: ‘bye, 'bye Maurice,

is for: Bullettes who got the Bullet from the Bulls, proving that the self-proclaimed ‘people’s team’ don’t value

the people's participation as much as they like to boast about,

is for: Caisley, the people’s Mephistopheles -acunning cat. Hydra-headed C.C. to replace his erstwhile
enemy/friend Mo?

is for: Dodgy Deal, the staple diet of RL through the ages. You need aDiploma or Degree to spot the Derek
Pyke damaged knee or the 37 year old centre who suddenly lost four years on the way from Oldham to
Whitehaven.

A

B

C

D

is for: Enormous Ego, usually associated with players at Wigan (but also elsewhere)
who march into the club office demanding pay parity (or more) when

they discover what their team-mates (mates?) get. [Ref: Ultimate

Warrior by Dean Bell, aman remarkably free of such behaviour], t

is (or was) for: Feeding, the once frequently heard mantra of the

supporter everywhere. Do you realise there is awhole generation now

whose only idea of feeding has something to do with McDonalds?

E

F

is for: Good Lord, it’s Goodway, the Golden Boy of Great Britain

coaching. Or, for Gerremonside, still the favourite cry of the lesser
spotted speccie despite referees taking defenders so far back they’re

nearly in the Car Park. (Bring back 5yards, say I).

G

is for: Hull, Hell and Hetheringtons, from all of which the Good Lord Deliver Us!H

is for: Incorrigible Iva the Irascible Initiator of Irreverent Irony.I

... to be continued

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E ! ^ ’
A r e Yo u I n t h e R o u g h y e d s ’ G r e a t W e e k l y L o t t e r y ?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The prize starts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

((

Get

ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMISSION

^WHILE YOU play! >

All ^

T h i s f o r o n l y

V £ 1 A W E E K y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
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MICHAEL TURNER*

iFirst Time-Last Time
I n e x t e n d i n g a " R o u g h y e d ” w e l c o m e t o t h e

players, officials and supporters of the Leigh
club, we are once again playing host to one of

the founder members of the Rugby League
(Northern Union).

T h e fi r s t e n c o u n t e r b e t w e e n t h e c l u b s

under the “new” code was at Leigh on
November 9 th , 1895 when Oldham suffered

defeat by six points to nil. The return match

was at Watersheddings on
April 13th 1896 and this time the spoils went

to the “Roughyeds" who emerged victorious
23 -4in

front of a5,000 attendance. The Oldham

points came courtesy of tries by Arthur Lees
and Alf Childs and two each for wingers Tom
Martin and ex-Leigh favourite. Jack Hurst. Sam
L e e s c o n v e r t e d o n e o f t h e t o u c h d o w n s a n d

the scoring was completed by athree point

penalty goal from full back Harry Eagiand.

Oldham team: HEagiand; JHurst, W
McCutcheon,

SLees, TMartin; HVarley, ALees; EEtchells,

REdwards, RWylie, R.H. Moore, EHughes, J
Lyons, JLees, AChilds.

PRIOR TO THE s ta r t o f t h i s cu r ren t season

Leigh won afr iendly match 34 -12 at Hi l ton

Park. However, for the last first class fixture

between the two clubs one has to go back to

Apr i l lOth 1994. Again Hi l ton Park was the

venue and Oldham were despera te fo r the

points to avoid re legat ion. Af ter amiserable

star t to the season the “Roughyeds” recent

form had improved tremendously under the
influence of coach Bob Lindner. Leigh were
w e l l a d r i f t a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e t a b l e b u t w e r e

hoping to at least, end the season with a

flourish. However, Oldham were “up” for the

occasion and the match was effectively
settled in the first ten minutes during which

Australian full back Wally Gibson
r a c e d i n f o r a h a t t r i c k o f t r i e s .

T h e s t a r p e r f o r m e r s o f t h e

g a m e w e r e h a i f - b a c k s M a r t i n

Crompton and Glen Liddiard,

b a c k e d u p b y a f o r c e f u l

p e r f o r m a n c e f r o m B a r r i e

McDermott in the pack. Other

tries were scored by Crompton,

Nigel Heslop, Shaun Irwin and
D a r r e n A b r a m w h o a l s o a d d e d

three goals.

The final score Leigh 8Oldham

34, attendance 2,750

Oldham team; WGibson; N

Heslop, SIrwin, DAbram,

SRanson; GLiddiard, M

Crompton; ISherratt, JClarke,

BMcDermott, RLindner, A

Goodway, MKuiti.

Subs: SKerry, STupaea.

-'^**»*ST

Oldham prop forward Harry Ogden in action against Leigh at Watersheddings
on October 20th 1951. Other Oldham players are Charlie Winsiade (left) and
Ken Jackson.

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’.

If anyone has any photos that they think would be of interest please contact

B r i a n Wa l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l Tu r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

G 0 o d i v i n

ri WIBA'J Castle Hou se, Schofiel dStreet. Oldham,OL8 IQL
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

[22J



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!
Byneswood
Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

NEEDS

I
Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
workmates in the Yankee?

H e l p U s - H e l p Yo u r s e l v e s

If you are interested

phone Scott on

0161 -628 -3677

Fax:

0161-627 4367

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds
or

Write to him at the Club Ojfices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform IVeVe Cured
H e a d a c h e s f o r

THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,
F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a j o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the
■highest quality
.right here in

Oldham.
Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

^PLATT &HILL,
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ■Switch ■

Delta ●Solo ■Amex Tel. 0161 621 4400 ●Fax: 0161 621 4408
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Marshall

Pumps
R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N C - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D n O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

HAND RAIL -N.D.F PROFILES

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0161 678 6111 ●Fax 0161 627 0913

As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, tve
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivaUed technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

m
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfleld Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u g b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

OLDHAM supporters who thrilled to the exploits of the great Roughyeds team of

the mid-1950s will forever be grateful to the junior clubs of Leigh who
produced no fewer than five backs who figured prominently for Oldham

during that era. They were full back Bernard Ganley, half-back Frank

Stirrup, scrum-half Frank Pitchford, utility player Frank Daley and Alan

Davies, regarded by many as the greatest centre of his era and

certainly the greatest centre ever to play for Oldham. It was on this
day in 1959, Sunday 5th April, that Davies made one of his 20 test

appearances. He was at centre in the British team which lost 24-15

to France in Grenoble. Also playing in that match was second-rower
Charlie Winslade who was making his one and only appearance for
Great Britain.

The traffic of players between Leigh and Oldham has not been

all one way however. It was on this day in 1947, Saturday 5th April,
that Leigh defeated Liverpool Stanley 16-2 in aNorthern League
match at Holden Road. Al l four tr ies in that match were credited to

Leigh centre Ted Kerwick who had been signed from Oldham earlier

in the season. Kerwick made 202 appearances for Leigh and scored

71 tries before moving on to Workington Town.
Forty years later, on Sunday 5th April 1987, Leigh enjoyed an

excellent 46-8 home victory over Wakefield Trinity in aFirst Division

match. Amongst the Leigh try scorers that afternoon were acouple of
former Oldham juniors, centre John Henderson, ex-Saddleworth Rangers,

and scrum-half Mick Ford who began his career with St. Annes.

That same afternoon, Sunday 5th April 1997, was asignificant day in the

career of Ian Sherratt, the former Waterhead junior who turned professional with
Bradford Nor thern . He la te r re turned to Oldham when he was t rans fer red to the

Roughyeds and it was on this day that he made his debut for his home town club.
Unfortunately it was not asuccessful debut as Oldham lost 24-22 at Barrow in a
First Division match.

Two years ago, on Saturday 5th April 1997, Steve Elsworth of Watersheddings
Wa n d e r e r s h a d a m u c h m o r e s u c c e s s f u l a f t e r n o o n w h e n h e t r a v e l l e d o v e r t o

Halifax for aPennine League match against Lonsdale. The Wanderers were in

unstoppable form that afternoon and crushed Lonsdale 106-6. Elsworth's
contribution to that victory was immense, five tries and 15 goals for apersonal

tally of 50 points.

It was on this day in 1904, Tuesday 5th April, that the first ever rugby league
international was played. The match was between England and Other Nationalities

and was staged at Central Park, Wigan. There were five Oldham players involved in
that historic match. Winger Frank Spottiswoode and loose-forward Joe Ferguson

were in the England line-up whilst on the opposite side were centre David Lewis,'
second-row Dai Thomas and prop George Frater who skippered the exiles. Other

Nationalities won the match 9-3 with Thomas scoring one of their tries.

Finally, it was on Wednesday 5th April 1995 that the Rugby League Council met

at Headingley to discuss apossible move to summer rugby. It was at this meeting
that Chief Executive Maurice Lindsay informed the Council of Sky TV and Rupert

Murdock’s interest in forming aSuper League. The Rugby Revolution was about to take

off and, as they say, the rest is history.

Wherever you see this sign you can be assured
of an efficient and professionai approach

to any property matter
7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER (S?
DUTTON

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 VALUERS VD SURVEYORS



ROUCHYEDS

'fl Alliance Div One
I
n

A L L I A N C E T E A M M A T C H R E P O R TA L L I A N C E D I V I S I O N O N E

PWDLFA

54011?5 78 47
DPTS;.

O L D H A M 2 6

LEIGH 14

Dewsbury Rams

Keighley Cougars5 311148 96 52 7
WestCumbria

Leigh Centurions
Hunslet Hawks

Batley Bulidogs
Featherstone Rovers 4202100110 -10 4

Swinton Lions

Oldham
Barrow BRaiders

R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s 5 0 0 5 1 1 0 1 8 2 - 7 2 0

8

5311142110327

530212292306

530212798296

6303 136125 11 6 ON AFOUL night Leigh had first use of
t h e e l e m e n t s a n d w i t h e x - fi r s t t e a m

s k i p p e r J o h n C o s t e l l o p l u s e x -
O l d h a m e r s C h r i s P a r r a n d P a u l N o r m a n

in the pack soon ran up a6-0 lead.

Oldham, despite finding it difficult
to get out of their own half, stuck to

their task, tackling tenaciously and
w e r e r e w a r d e d o n t h e i r fi r s t s e r i o u s

attack by aMike Prescott try. Leigh,

however, continued to have the better

of the play adding apenalty goal and a

converted try for a14-4 halftime lead.

Showing good discipline and

lasting the pace better, Oldham

dominated the second half. Astrong

back row of Ward, Prescott and Varley

provided the platform for influential

half backs Barker and Wood to open up

the Centurions’ defence. Wood,

perhaps trying too hard to impress in
the first-half, showed his class to score

afine try, adding to scores by Round

and Ward, ail of which Wood duly
c o n v e r t e d . P r e s c o t t ’ s s e c o n d t r y

c o m p l e t e d a h i g h l y s a t i s f a c t o r y

second-half in which Leigh failed to

score. Only aweek after the Batley

d e f e a t a n d a l r e a d y O l d h a m h a d
claimed their first points, acredit to
club and coach.

3 1 0 2 60 81 -21 2

2 1 0 1 32 54 -22 2
5 1 0 4 88 164 -76 2

Alliance

First

Division

FixturesCoach Graeme Bradley

M a r 1 6 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s H

2 5 L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s H
3 1 H u n s i e t H a w k s H

Aprii 8Featherstone R. A

1 4 D e w s b u r y R a m s H
24 West Cumbria A

2 8 S w i n t o n L i o n s A

M a y 5 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s H

13 Dewsbury Rams A
1 9 S w i n t o n L i o n s H

29 Barrow B. R.

J u n e 1 0 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s A

12 West Cumbria H

19 Ba t i ey Bu l l dogs A
23 Featherstone R. H

J u l y 1 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s A
10 Barrow B. R. H

1 4 H u n s l e t H a w k s A

21 Leigh Centurions A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd
Aug 14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd

1 8 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd
Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final

25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

6-40

26 -14

A

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999
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AcusPomr focused service Po Phe wnPer indusprij
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

Water Meter Instal lat ion &Maintenance

Pre installation Surveys

Installation of Automatic Meter

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
New Ear th Wate r Serv i ces L im i ted
“New Earth House" 159 Huddersfield Road, Oldham. OLl SPA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s
Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Tel: 0161 678 6354 Fax :0161 628 5197
e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

a m e m b e r o f t h e

INTEX ISO 9002
ACOeXHIKM

DFCfRDFICIITin

Delivery Management
and Support Services

REGISTFRED COMPANY

At l an t i c G roup P l c BSEN ISO 9002 Certificate No. 9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O
Chartered Accountants

Registered Auditors

●Trust Accounting

●Computer Services and Advice
●Government and Local Authority

●Grant Applications

●Conference and Seminar Room

Available by Appointment

Wilh over 25 years in the profession we are
ideally qualified to provide advice to all sizes

of business, to include all aspects
of accountancy, auditing, taxation, etc.

FSPF.CTAT.T.Y YOUR SELF

ASSESSMENT PROBLEMS

F O R Y O U R F R E E I N I T I A L

CONSULTATION

TELEPHONE

Stephen Howard IJohn Mills

Preparation of Accounts ●

Taxat ion Advice ●

Auditing ●

Payroll, Bookkeeping and VAT Services ●

Management and Financial Service *
New Business Presentat ions ●

Partners: John Milts llb, fca, fcca &Stephen Howard fcca

LIBRARY CHAMBERS, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 1ND

T e l e p h o n e 0 1 6 1 3 6 6 6 5 3 5 F a x 0 1 6 1 3 6 7 S 5 8 a
Authorised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales to carry on Investment Business
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AJNH" BODY
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Slumberland Quality Group

For a(iee})er, sounder sleep



ABRIAN WALKER INTERVIEW WITH ...

Lett (Drop Goal!)
Lancashire County and Great Britain

International honours during his stay

at Watersheddings.

It’s 35 years this month (how time

flys) that Oldham Roughyeds played

those Kingston Robins in the 1964

Challenge Cup Semi .Losing 5-3

until McIntyre dropped that goal in

what everybody except referee David
D a v i e s c a l c u l a t e d t o b e t h e l a s t

minute, and at 5-5(a dropped goal

was 2points at that time) it seemed

t o t h e O l d h a m h o r d e s t h a t D a v i e s w a s

reluctant to blow giving the Robins a

last chance to make awinning score!

Len main ta ins Dav ies never gave
O l d h a m a b r e a k a n d s t i l l b l a m e s t h e

referee for abandoning the first replay

a t S t a t i o n R o a d w i t h O l d h a m i n t h e

lead.

Len McIntyre learned his rugby in

Wigan where he still lives. He has just

retired and relaxes by playing golf. He

remembers fondly his time at Oldham

and points to Charlie Winslade, Ken

Jackson and Dave Parker as being the

exceptional forwards at the club, “

And you need look no further than

Johnny Noon, Dennis Ayres and Alan

Davies to emphasis the quality of the
backs”.

B E T W E E N 1 9 5 8 a n d 1 9 6 6 h o o k e r L e n

McIntyre played 212 first team games

for Oldham, scoring many tries, his

special i ty being his abi l i ty to duck

under the opposing defence to score

from dummy half. Whilst also having

something of agoalscoring reputation

for both his previous clubs Barrow and

St. Helens he only ever scored one

goal for Oldham and it’s certainly the

scoring of that goal for which Len is

best remembered. Perhaps unfair ly

so, as Len had some cracking games

f o r t h e c l u b a n d g a i n e d b o t h

Len, aregular visitor to the town

restricts his rugby to the TV these

d a y s b u t w e a r e h o p i n g f o r h i s

company at today’s game!

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season



Match by Match Analysis 1999
^^^H. ^ ^ IT nr ©®©

8

rj
12

I°I IIJANUARY

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879

L6-12 2500

Mead Farrell G

Farrell

Quinlan

Leuila

Jackman

Jackman

Jackman

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Barker

Barker

Farrell

Casey

Round

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley

Quinlan 1G

Quinlan G

Martindaie

Martindale

Coulter T

Coulter

Coulter

Bostock

Leuila T Prescott

Fitzpatrick

A.N.Other T

Round

A.N.Other

Fitzpatrick

17 Widnes

24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

1ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764

7 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s L O - 3 0 1 0 1 8

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd W18-10 1620

28 Whitehaven CC 5lh Rd L2-18 1438

MARCH

12 BARROW B.R.

17 HullK. R.

21 Hunsiet Hawks

2 8 W I D N E S V I K I N G S L 1 8 - 3 3

APRIL

2 D o n c a s t e r D r a g o n s A

5 L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S H

11 Bramley

14 FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H

25 YORK

Mead IT Crook
Clegg Shaw Prescott

BarkerL12-34 1000 A.N.Other Mead Leuila Crook G Clegg Shaw

Minut 3G Mead 2T Leuila Bostock

Bostock

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Brown 1T

Brown

Brown 1T1G

Brown 1G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg 1T Shaw Coulter

Quinlan

Perrett

Perrett

Jackman

Jackman

Round Peralta

Prescott

Prescott

Prescott IT Perrett

Minut Mead Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Crook Clegg Shaw Coulter

Coulter

Perrett

Quinlan

Quinlan

Minut 2G Mead IT Jackman

Jackman

Clegg 1T Shaw Martindale Peralta

Minut Mead Bostock Clegg Peralta Shaw Coulter Prescott Crook

W24-20 1123

D8-8 2080

Minut 2G Mead Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Bostock 2T McNicholas J a c k m a n

Bostock IT McNicholas C r o o k

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

L e u i l a J a c k m a n I T M c N i c h o l a s 2 T Wo o d 3 G

Brown 2T

Brown 1G

Brown

Brown

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg Shaw Perrett Martindale

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Peralta Martindale

Coulter

Coulter

Jackman

Farrell

Prescott

Peralta

Quinlan 2G Peralta

Prescott

Shaw

Quinlan

Minut Mead Clegg Shaw

L2-44 1533 Minut

Minut

Mead Peralta Prescott

Prescott

Perrett

PerrettMead Clegg Shaw

A

H

MAY

1 S I L K C U T C C F i n a l

3Rochdale Hornets

9Keighley Cougars

23 Swinton Lions

A

PWD

651

LFAPts

0874411

1171 70 10

1156 123 1 0

2177 119 8

2121 104 8

2107 74 7

2104 91 7

2114 88 6

3981346

3114 179 5

3100 91 4

4104102 4

4971004

3110124 4

5110179 3

3521353

4841152

562962

A

Hull KR

Hunsiet

Leigh

Dewsbury
Widnes

Batley
York

Featherstone

Lancashire Lynx

Workington

Keighley
Whitehaven

Swinton

Barrow

Doncaster

Oldham ,
Rochdale

Bramley

A
6 05

30 WHITEHAUENW. H

Q. 65 0
JUNE 6 4 0

T3
6Workington Town

13 ROCHDALE HORNETS

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS

27 Featherstone Rovers

A 6 4 0

Ow 63

63

K (Boundary Park) 1

1H7.45

0) 5 3 0A

63 0JULY

c
E 6 2 1

4HULLK. R.

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 LANCASHIRE LYNX

29 York
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.
The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham
and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
location and excellent communications links

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.0ldham.g9v.uk ,
i.'-:

O L D H A M O D O D
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T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h ; M i c k C o a t e s

ILaurent MINUT

2Adrian MEAD

3 A fi L E U I L A

4Emmerson JACKMAN

5Joe McNICHOLAS

6Danny WOOD
7Daniel BROWN

8Leo CASEY

9John HOUGH

10 Jason CLEGG

11 Graeme SHAW

12 Emmanuel PERALTA

13 M ick MARTINDALE

14 Mick FARRELL

15 Mike PRESCOTT 17 Mark PERRETT

Associate

Match Sponsor
Reddish

Demolition Ltd

Man of the

Match Sponsor
O.R.L.F.C. Lottery

The Yankee
66

16 Brian QUINLAN

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s LEIGH CENTURIONS

Coach: Steve Hampson
IStuart DONLAN

2Paul WINGFIELD

3Dave INGRAM

4Phil KENDRICK

5Dean PURTILL

6 S a f r a z P A T E L

7Craig DEAN
8 T i m S T R E E T

9Anthony MURRAY
10 David WHITTLE

II TauLIKU

12 Jamie KENNEDY

13 Andy FAIRCLOUGH

14 Andy PUCILL
15 James ARKWRIGHT7 Heath CRUCKSHANK

Today’s Referee
Mr P. Taberner

Touch Judges

M r I . F a i r w e a t h e r

M r S . To r d o f f

Reserve G. Maxwell
16 Radney BOWKER

A F T E R T H E H A T C H V I S I T N R W R I C L E Y S


