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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

chairman’s Chatter
W E L C O M E b a c k t o S p o t l a n d

a f t e r t w o v e r y h a r d g r u e l l i n g

games at Hull KR and Hunslet,

T h e r e i s c e r t a i n l y a
r o l l e r c o a s t e r f e e l a b o u t o u r

s e a s o n s o f a r a n d I k n o w t h a t

M i c k a n d t h e p l a y e r s a r e

working

c o n s i s t e n c y. L o o k i n g b a c k a t

t h o s e t w o a w a y g a m e s w e

probab ly p i cked up one more

point than anybody expected us

to, and for the performance at

H u l l K R t h e t e a m d e s e r v e s a n

e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f c r e d i t .

Like everyone else however they

have to realise that ali the hard

work counts for nothing i f you

then turn in the type of

performance like the one at

Hunsiet when quite frankly we got what we deserved. It certainly hasn't

been an easy s ta r t to our Premiersh ip campa ign , w i th th ree away

games against the teams that now lie 1st, 2nd and 4th in the table but

if nothing else we have seen at first hand the standards we need to

achieve to make amark in this League. By the the time you read these
n o t e s w e w i l l k n o w w h a t f a t e a w a i t s J o s h B o s t o c k w h o w a s c a r r i e d o f f

at Hunslet. Lets keep our fingers crossed for Josh that it is not too

ser ious . Our v is i to rs f rom Widnes have a lso had what they wou ld

consider an indifferent start to their season and we must hope that we
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to get some

make sure it continues todayl

Seriously though there is agreat deal of talent in their squad and

you can see why they feel they have the team to take them to the Super

League. Games against teams with the tradition of Widnes are what we

all wanted to see when we formed the new Club and Ihope that today

we do ourselves justice.

The Al l iance team final ly star ted the season wi th atough game

a g a i n s t a B a t l e y t e a m t h a t w a s p l a y i n g i t s s i x t h g a m e ! T h e

circumstances in which the team had prepared were not ideal, but it

was areal pleasure to watch the game without feeling all the pressure

that is associated with matchdays for the first team. The attendance

was encouraging and there is alot more to come as Graeme gels the

side together. One spectator said Ihad arrived at half time -how dare

they -Ihad been in the cupboard putting more money in the meter to

make sure that both sides of the floodlights were working!!

Enjoy the game!

Chr istopher Hamil ton

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y

REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF PLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.
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O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
IMAKE no apology for once again using the facility of the Roughyeds match-day magazine, to which

Iam invited to contribute, to push for public support of the proposed new stadium in Oldham.

As an avid reader of the paper that employs me -like you, Ihope -Ihave been following

closely the lively debate on the stadium issue in letters to the editor.

One or two points have struck me forcibly, not least the vast amount of column inches

devo ted to po l i t i ca l and soc ia l i ssues th rown up by the s tad ium proposa ls , bu t

comparatively few letters discussing what the stadium is all about -sport.

We hear constantly about John Battye, Hire Target, the Clayton Action Group, B&

Q, the Council, road congestion, town greens, but very little indeed about

what it would all mean to Oldham Roughyeds, Oldham Athletic, sport in

the town at amateur level and the possible provision of more sporting

facilities in atown with great traditions of sporting excellence.

Why should this be? Is no one interested in the sporting issues? Are

the pro-stadium elements complacent? Are they apathetic? Why is it that P*
stadium debate has become abattle ground for local politics? *

There are many people inside and outside the Chronicle who are far

better qualified than Ito debate the aforementioned political and social *
matters -and debate must have its place in the democratic order of

things.

y-

It seems to me, however, that the silent majority are once again J.
missing awonderful opportunity to take part in that debate. The ‘‘antis’’

would have us believe that the whole town is vigorously opposed to the

stadium; that it is some sort of play-thing for John Battye; that the

only other people who want it are the Roughyeds because they don’t
have astadium of their own anyway.

In short, it is time for those with an interest in Oldham sport -be

it rugby league, soccer, rugby union, avariety of other winter sports or even

traditional summer activities such as cricket and bowls -to stand up and be
counted.

W h a t d o Y O U t h i n k o f t h e n e w s t a d i u m ? W h a t c o u l d i t d o f o r Y O U R

sport, or YOUR team? What could it do for future generations of sports

loving Oldhamers, who no longer have Watersheddings and whose much

loved Boundary Park (and rugby folk who ‘lost’ Watersheddings will surely

know how Latics fans feel about BP) is rapidly growing old and being left

behind in the race to put new stadiums in towns all around the country?

In my home town of Rochdale we have Morrisons on the old Athletic

Grounds and Asda on that former bastion of CLL cricket and stage for
many of world cricket’s immortals, Dane Street. What would the late,

great Cec Pepper have had to say about that?

T i m e m o v e s o n , o f c o u r s e . B u t t h e r e i s a s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o o u r h o m e

town tradit ions and inst i tut ions -and most of you reading this wi l l be
Oldhamers -if the old is not replaced by the new.

Watersheddings WAS oid. Boundary Park IS old. Not
T i i l l i o n m i l e s f r o m h e r e t h e r e a r e n e w s t a d i u m s

hous ing new spor ts impor ted f rom across the

wAtlantic and already proving immensely popular.

Oldhamers, you can search for many heroes

in your sporting history and find them in their '

h u n d r e d s . I n t h e n e w c e n t u r y t h e r e w i l l b e

hundreds more in the sports that are part of our

national heritage such as soccer and rugby, of S
both codes. K

We must not fail future generations. Agree?

len stand up and be counted and get out your pen

paper to tell the world.
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
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bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n
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Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos
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Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors
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Tel : 0161-665 1199 ●Fax: 0161-627 1409
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LEVER'S Qldham Joinery
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M I C K C O A T E S

Game On ●●●

WELCOME to Widnes and all their travell ing

supporters. Well, each team we play just lately

seem to be the fancied side for winning the

competition: Hull K. R. title favourites, Hunslet

hotly fancied for doing well and, today, Widnes,

who have made it known they want to push for

Super League.

So where do we see ourselves? Well, if

you asked' me last Thursday morning after

the Hull K. R. game Iwould have said about

half way, but on Monday after Hunslet you

would have been hard pressed to believe

me.

First the Hull K. R. game was agreat

result and we are justified in believing we

c o u l d h a v e w o n “ b u t ” f o r a l l o u r e f f o r t s w e

only got the one point.

Then the Hunslet game and the hard

work that got us the point at Hull was sadly

missing; there were some good points,

notably the performance of the front row

in both games, but unfortunately there
were alot of lows.

We have to get some

consistency; if we get that in our

performances then the results wil l

follow.

One more low key is that we

may be without Jason Bostock for

some time after the injury to his
knee.

Anyway, enough doom and

gloom; this will all be behind us

if we get aresult today and set

ourselves up for the busy Easter

w e e k e n d p r o g r a m . B y t h e n

teams wi l l have p layed 7or 8

games and the League will begin

to take shape.

Anyway, no doubt we will be

written off as no hopers, in which

case “things can only get better".

Enjoy the game and get behind the
lads.

Mick

□□xosil WdoodJoD'
I W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s ‘deAPVCu

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

T e l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
survive” ...“Why don’t we find areas that

are already strong in rugby, and why don’t

we put money into them?” ... “I would far

rather we were putt ing money into the

exist ing c lubs in strongholds of Rugby

League, and supporting those clubs, than

on frol ics that are probably doomed to
failure”.

THROUGHOUT the last decade ‘expansion’

has been the buzz -word i n rugby. I n

Australia the rivalry between the ARL and

Super League spawned ahos t o f new

clubs. Yet, even before the current merger

o f i n t e r e s t s i n t h e n e w N R L , c l u b s w e r e

being dumped. Gone are Perth Western

Reds, Adelaide Rams, South Queensland

Crushers and Gold Coast Chargers, none of

which were in areas duplicating existing

t e a m s a n d t a p p i n g i n t o a p r e - e x i s t i n g

support base as with the Hunter Mariners.

Now Penrith Panthers, ARL Champions but

adecade ago, are also under threat while

lllawarra Steelers have had to merge with

St. George Dragons to secure any kind of

future. Can you imagine that? It is like St.

Helens and Wigan being forced to combine

to preserve the future of the gamel And we

all saw how popular the idea of mergers

w a s i n E n g l a n d b a c k i n 1 9 9 5 . S o i f

Australia, World leaders in rugby league,

cannot sustain teams in major centres like

P e r t h , A d e l a i d e o r P e n r i t h w h a t p r i c e

expansion in Britain?

All of which brings me to the recent

comments of Wigan Coach John Monie and

his Oldham based Chairman Peter Norbury.

Speaking on GMR Monie said, “I don’t think

t h a t m o v i n g 2 5 A u s t r a l i a n s u p t o

Gateshead is really agood move" ...“If I

had anything to do with it I’d take an area

like Cumbria that has good grass roots and

has always been arugby league place, and

Iwould try and get ateam up there".
Welcome to the Club, JohnI Because

isn’t this what many of us have been saying

for years.

And Peter Norbury went even further:” I

may be proved wrong, but Ican’t see how

Gateshead in the long term is going to

After nearly 20 years in various guises

London Broncos still operate largely on the

basis of Austral ian players. How many

Londoners have played for the London

clubs? And in acity of over eight million

London have yet to prove they can attract a

bigger audience than, say, Widnes. Now

don’t get me wrong; Iam not advocating

that London be disbanded and Isincerely

h o p e t h a t t h e B r o n c o s c a n d e f e a t

Castleford to secure aplace at Wembley, if

only so that Shaun Edwards and Martin

Offiah, two of Rugby League’s al l - t ime

greats, can grace the hallowed turf once

more. But doesn’t it make you wonder if all

the money spent in London had been spent

d i f fe ren t l y, say in buy ing as tad ium to

provide apermanent base instead of

pu rsu ing anomad i c ex i s t ence , t hen a

better outcome might have been achieved

than is currently the case?

And doesn’t it also make you wonder if
w i t h a l i t t l e m o r e f a i r n e s s t h e l i k e s o f

Doncaster, Workington and Oldham might

have been saved from ruination by their

flirtation with Super League? And shouldn’t

Keighley and Batley have had their chance

after winning promotion fair and square?

And what price Wakefield with every

conceivable obstacle put in their way?

Yes, what price “expansion”? Perhaps

s o m e o n e w o u l d l i k e t o p r o v i d e u s w i t h a

cost-benefit analysis of the last ten years!

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

Oldham RLFC every success in 1999
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

RFFULiLi RFFULiLi
Founded 19U

Founded 19H

\family finance \family finance



if you^re not

satisfied with your

hankf convert
S

li'

UNSDOWNi Trading

S e r v i c i s L t d .
The Royal Bank

TliC of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Scotland

4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ●Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181
Registered in No. 90312

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

^Seton ^cho/n
Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesHealthcare PIc

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

Cross street Bottom o’th Moor

Oldham OL4 tJ®
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Tel 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
We may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

● C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(IVhy put in your own

petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306
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SAINSBURY’S Ttiomas
Cook

—^—
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JUNIOR

Roughyeds
HI TO ALL THE JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS

Welcome to the players, supporters and

junior members of WIdnes Vikings.

T h e w i n n e r w a s

c h o s e n b y t h e
players

W e o n l y h a d 4

entries but they were
all really good. Well
done to all the

entries.

M U M & M E

M y m u m l i k e s t h e

Roughyeds,

unt i l they lose their
game.

My mum shou ts fo r
Oldham

again and again and again.
Next time you see her at the match

don’t be blinded by the sun

Make your way behind her
and h i de beh ind he r bum.

The lucky mascot for
t o d a y ’ s m a t c h i s E m m a

Cameron. Emma is 8years

old. Her favourite player is
Afi Leuila. Have agreat day
Emma.

T h e O l d h a m m a s c o t

f o r t h e B a r r o w g a m e a t

S p o t l a n d o n F r i d a y 1 2 t h
M a r c h w a s J a m e s T r e v o r .

James plays rugby for St.

Anne’s U.9s. He has also become amatchday
ballboy. James said,

Emma Cameron

Debra Rafferty

“My Day as Mascot”
I W A S t h e m a s c o t w h e n

Oldham played Barrow on
Friday the 12th March. I

have always wanted to be
m a s c o t f o r O l d h a m . W h e n

I w a s o n t h e p i t c h I w a s
passing the ball to Leo

Casey, it was great. Iwas
chosen to be one of the

ball boys and we won the

Laurence Rafferty Age 6
M Y M U M S A S U P E R M U M

My mums asupermum

She’s always good to me.
She washes, cooks and cleans

While Iam fast asleep
She feeds and l ooks a f t e r me

She’s never anagging hen

If Icould give her amark
It would be 10 out of 10

J a m e s T r e v o r

match which made it even better.

BIRTHDAYS

We wish to send out Happy Birthday wishes to

all Junior Roughyeds having birthdays in March.
7th March

18th March

Lauren Pemberton 24th March

Carl Clare

Lisa Wooley

Nigel Scott
R O U G H Y E D M U M ’ S A R E T H E B E S T !

At the last Junior Roughyed meeting there was
aMother ’s Day competit ion. Stella Greenhaigh

won abox of gift wrapped chocolates for her
mum with the following poem:

My mum’s the best
sometimes she is apest.

My mum is sweet
sometimes she has smelly feet.

My mum is anag

and she has afag.
But Ilove my mum alot.

She has given me everything
Ihave got.

Jessica Rafferty Age 10
MY MUM

My mum had me on the 24th of the third
She sings as nice as ahappy blackbird.

She’s very talented when it comes to cooking
Ithink she’s very good looking.
Her name i s Ka th ,

When she gets annoyed she takes arelaxing
bath

She is not shy
Neither sly.

My mum likes to share
She l ooks a f t e r me w i t h a l o t o f ca re .

Lauren Pemberton Age 10.

Leo Casey
Stefan Holmes

26th March

27th March

27th March

MANCHESTER STORM

The next Junior Roughyeds meeting will be a
trip out. We will be meeting and having tea at

Kentucky Fried Chicken then catching acoach
to the Manchester Storm match on Saturday
27th March.

Iknow we will all have agreat time.
Debra Rafferty

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

11



A C H R I S T M A S F A I R Y !

ITh ink Not ! ^
CHRISTMAS Fairy! -Not arecommended

outburst just before the Boxing Day clash

of the front rows of arugby league pack,

e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e o p p o s i n g p r o p

happens to be John Brian Hogan! Not

unless you wanted a‘Quick kiss on the
misletoe’!

Brian Hogan played just 34 matches

for the Oldham Club, enough though, to

seal the 1981/2 second division

championship and provide aspringboard

to gain atop eight spot in the following
s e a s o n ’ s fi r s t d i v i s i o n - a f e a t n o t

achieved by the Club for over 20 years!

The long haired firebrand never

outstayed his welcome. Aged 33 on his

arr ival at Watersheddings, Hogan's CV

a l ready boas ted spe l l s a t S t He lens ,

Wigan, Workington, Bradford, Widnes,

back to Wigan, and on again to Widnes. As

short as Brian Hogan’s stay at Oldham

was, he will remain one of the most fondly
remembered and often talked about

players in the history of the Club.

Today Brian Hogan (aged 51) lives with
h i s w i f e i n S t . H e l e n s a n d i s t h e S a l e s

Manager for awindow manufacturer. He is

not involved within the game in any official

capacity but keeps an interest watching

the sport on TV and paying the occasional

visit with Doug Laughton to Knowsley
Road.

Along with the reputation of being one

of the best ball playing forwards the sport

h a s e v e r p r o d u c e d , a l s o w e n t t h e

reputation ‘Do not light the blue touch

paper’ (not ever!). Not admitting to the

number of times he was dismissed during

his career, i t is amazing therefore that

Brian’s attitude to rugby is the same as it
i s t o l i f e i t s e l f : ‘ I t ’ s n i c e t o b e n i c e ’ .

Hogan well remem-bers the call from
t h e t h e n O l d h a m C o a c h a n d e x - W i d n e s

star Frank Myler looking for on the field

direction for his young, up and coming

stars Ashton, Worrall, Flanagan, Goodway,
Kirwan etc.

1982, Brian Hogan backed up by Ray Ashton v

Cardiff (Away)

Awelcome 1981 Chr is tmas p resen t
f r o m W i d n e s w a s h o w t h e a r r i v a l o f

England forward Brian Hogan was greeted.
W h a t t h e O l d h a m f a n s w e r e n o t t o k n o w

was that Hogan would have returned to his

old club by the cessation of the following

Chr is tmas fes t i t i v i tes . Not the longest

servant the Roughyeds ever had on their
books!

E PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

3.2:



AN INTERVIEW WITH

JOHN BRIAN HOGAN
b y B r i a n w a l k e r

Not taking too much

persuasion Hogan arrived

for his first training stint at

asnow/bound ‘Sheddings.

Myier expiained that due

to the unpiayabie state of

the training pitch the
session \«ouid be heid in

the Counthiii School gym. B
Told  to  run  up  Counth i i i  ^
Road to ‘Limber up’, Myier V
would then take the j
o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n t r o d u c e M

Hogan to his new team B
mates. Never known for yl

I

his enthusiastic approach

to training, Hogan
suggested that if he was 1983. Return to Widnes. Hogan in the Widnes front row. Oldham win

23-13.
e x p e c t e d t o p l a y t h e

following Sunday no way would his legs
t a k e t h a t a m o u n t o f s t r e s s a n d s t r a i n a n d

who could ‘Run abit’, ‘fight abit’ and ‘play

abit’, he names Vince Karalius and Doug

Laughton as having the most influence on

his career and Tommy Bishop as the best

on-field organiser and handler of arugby

ball. He played in 2Challenge Cup finals

and 5times for England.

I t best sums up the man and the

player that soon after his return to Widnes

(probably the only player ever to sign for

the same Club 3times!) Oldham were the

vis i tors and the young Watersheddings
t e a m e n d e d t h e m a t c h 2 3 - 1 3 v i c t o r s .

Despi te being h i t in the back pocket ,

Hogan privately took great pride in that

Oldham performance. Hogan was sent off

for a‘stiff arm ’on Mick Morgan!

John Brian Hogan enjoyed his

contr ibut ion to rugby league - the best

years of his l i fe.

far better to relax his aching limbs in the

Watersheddings bath. Thus Hogan was
i n t r o d u c e d t o h i s n e w m a t e s - s t i l l i n t h e

bath! It worked. Making his debut at home

to Huyton he was nominated Man of the
Match!

Starting his career as aball playing

centre to St Helens crack winger Tom Van

Vollenhoven, Hogan moved into the

second row before making his name at

p r o p . H e r e m e m b e r s w i t h a m u s e m e n t t h e

times during his debut that Vollenhoven
w a s b u n d l e d i n t o t o u c h a f t e r t h e d e f e n c e

swallowed his outrageous dummies!

Hogan ra tes Cast le ford ’s 18 s tone

p rop Denn i s Ha r t l ey t he ha rdes t and

toughest opponent he ever played against.

Describing himself as ‘a big, fit, young lad’

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0161 284 9000
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T O D A Y ' S V I S I T O R S

Widnes Vikings ̂
PHIL CANTILLON Hooker/half-back

Once o f W igan and Leeds and fo rmer GB
Academy international. Good dummy half player

with pace.

JIM CASSIDY Hooker/back row

Talented, versat i le forward wi th agood turn of
speed. Has ability to break games.

DEAN CROSS Wing/full-back

H i g h l y p r o m i s i n g t h r e e q u a r t e r . A s t r o n g

defender, brave and with good footballing skills.
FA B I E N D E V E C C H I S c r u m h a l f .

French international half-back impressed during

t h e T r i - N a t i o n s s e r i e s a n d s i g n e d f r o m
Villeneuve.

ANTON GARCIA Wing

Burst through last year to stake aclaim for first
team wing spot. Breaks tackles well and will

only get better.
PAUL MANSSON Stand off

New Acquis i t ion. Has crossed the Pennines

from Hunslet Hawks. His skill and experience

will prove vital.

NEIL MEASURES Prop

Should improve now he has recovered f rom

injury.

DAMIAN MUNRO Wing

Appeared briefly with Oldham before signing for
Halifax. Agood finisher who should grab plenty
of tries.

DANNY MYLER Centre/Stand-off

Has the attitude and ability to go along way in

the game.

KEVIN O’LOUGHLIN Loose-forward/centre

P l e n t y o f s k i l l , g o o d h a n d s a n d t a c t i c a l
awareness.

G E O R G E M A N N

Prop/second row

Newly installed as

captain. Vastly

experienced

forward with good

ball handling skills

a n d p l e n t y o f

pace.

G A R E T H A D A M S S e c o n d r o w

Signed from Swinton to add speed around the

field to the pack. Consistent and ahard worker.

STEVE ARGENT Prop

Former local Junior and Academy star. Started

to make afirst team impression at the end of
last season.

JAMES BRIERS Centre/Wing

Starting to fulfill promise shown when signed by

Widnes as aschoolboy. Abig season for him.
PAUL GARTLAND Hooker

Solid performer and afirst-class defender. Can
cover at stand-off if needed. Excellent squad
member.

LEE HANSEN Prop

Powerful Tongan International returning after

spells with Wigan and Keighley. Strong running
front-rower.

PAUL HARRIS Second row/loose forward

Hard working back row man needs aspell free
from injury to make areal impact.
M A R K H E W I T T S c r u m h a l f

To p p o i n t s s c o r e r l a s t s e a s o n . S u p e r b

goalkicker and agood organiser.
ANDY O’NEILL Second-row

Now established in the first team squad as a

grafting forward in attack and defence.
C H R I S P E R C I VA L C e n t r e

Made abig breakthrough last season. Ail-action

style makes him difficult to stop.

TERRY REID Prop

Improving all the time and now asolid squad

member to back up the first-choice props
J I M S A L I S B U R Y F u l l - b a c k

Developed well in first season to top try scoring

lists, and once away is rarely caught.

LOKENI SAVELIO Prop/second-row

Super League regular signed from Salford to

help beef up the Widnes pack.
D AV E S M I T H S e c o n d - r o w

Tough tackling young player who should benefit

from the experience around him in the pack.
JASON CRITCHLEY Centre

Returned to RL following aspell in Welsh RU
R I C H A R D E Y R E S B a c k R o w

J o i n e d W i d n e s f o r a s e c o n d s p e l l h a v i n g

recently played RU for Coventry.

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Li t t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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HARLEQUINS
Cabaret Bar

Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

f

Cabaret^

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis €j their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

Paiiaub

HARLEQUINS
Btttisli

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, cail in at the Hariequins
f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Puque

SentiiiollI

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranean

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

S7954 60

BMiijUlHS
w**

Local 1B -Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO



Locally
Po^

ENG
P i l g r i m )
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DON YATES

Down Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a w i d n e s m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

them crowned Champions with a19-14 winning
scoreline.

So the action moved on to Old Trafford

where acrowd of 30,786 saw the following two
teams line up to do battle:

Widnes: Alan Tait; Andy Currier, Jonathan

Davies, Darren Wright, Martin Offiah; Tony

Myler, David Hulme; Joe Grima, Phil McKenzie,

Derek Pyke , Ku r t So rensen , Pau l Hu lme &
Richard Eyres.

Subst i tu tes, Barry Dowd, Paul Mor iar ty,
Brimah Kebbie &David Smith.

Canberra: Gary Belcher; Matthew Wood,

Mai Meninga, Laurie Daley, John Ferguson;

Chris O'Sullivan Ricky Stuart; Steve Jackson,
Steve Walters, Glen Lazarus, Dean Lance, Gary

Coyne &Bradley Clyde.

Substitutes, Phil Carey, Paul Martin, Mark

Lowry &Craig Bellamy.

Canberra began in sensational fashion,

scoring tr ies through Mai Meninga and Chris
O’Sullivan in the opening eleven minutes.
Matthew Wood converted both and such was

Canberra's superiority at that stage that arout
looked on the cards. However, Widnes stuck to

their task and by half-time they were back in
c o n t e n t i o n a f t e r fi r s t P a u l H u l m e a n d t h e n

Martin Offiah scored. It was during the opening
fi f t e e n m i n u t e s o f t h e s e c o n d h a l f t h a t W i d n e s

grabbed the initiative. Jonathan Davies scored

an early try, taking areckless, head high tackle
from Laurie Daley in the process. Daley was

duly sin binned and by the time he returned

b o t h M a r t i n O f fi a h a n d R i c h a r d E y r e s h a d
scored fur ther t r ies to put Widnes 24-12 in

front. Darren Wright was next to score and a
third goal from Jonathan Davies saw Widnes
s t r e t c h t h e i r l e a d t o 3 0 - 1 2 . S t e v e W a l t e r s

scored a la te t ry fo r Canber ra conver ted by
Chris O’Sullivan but that was where the scoring
ended.

T H E R E i s n o d o u b t t h a t

f r o m t h e m i d - 7 0 s t o t h e

m i d - 9 0 s t h e m o s t

successful club in Britain

were Widnes. During that

period the Chernies
c o l l e c t e d n o f e w e r t h a n

28 ma jo r t r oph ies and
were involved in

n u m e r o u s h i g h p r o fi l e
matches. The most

sensational occasion

during this glittering era
f o r W i d n e s c a m e a t O l d

T r a f f o r d i n O c t o b e r 1 9 8 9

w h e n t h e C h e r n i e s m e t

C a n b e r r a f o r t h e W o r l d

Club Challenge.

W i d n e s h a d q u a l ¬

ified for that final by first winning the 1988-89

Stones Bitter Championship and then defeating

French Champions St. Esteve 60-6 in aone¬

sided European play-off. The visit of Widnes to
O l d h a m t h a t s e a s o n p r o v e d t o b e a n o t h e r

memorable occasion, i f only for the thunder,

l i gh ten ing and spec tacu la r ha i l s to rm wh ich

b a t t e r e d W a t e r s h e d d i n g s t h r o u g h o u t t h e

Chernies’ 35-16 victory.

In the meantime Canberra were winning
the Australian Premiership for the first time in

their short history. But they were doing so the

hard way. They ended their league programme

in fourth position in the league table so faced a
difficult path to the final through the play-offs.

F i rs t o f a l l they beat Cronu l la 31-10, then

eliminated Penrith 27-18 before reaching the

final with a32-16 victory over South Sydney.

The Grand Final against Balmain attracted a

ground record attendance of 40,500 to the
Sydney Football Stadium. Balmain, with Andy

Currier in their line-up, led 12-2 at half-time in a

thri l l ing encounter which went into extra time
after Canberra had fought back to equalise at

14 -14 . Ad ropped goa l f r om fo rmer O ldham
s t a n d - o f f C h r i s O ’ S u l l i v a n b r o k e t h e d e a d l o c k

before Canberra added a late t ry which saw

W i d n e s w e r e 3 0 - 1 8 w i n n e r s a n d

Champ ions o f t he Wor ld f o l l ow ing asupe rb

e v e n i n g ’ s e n t e r t a i n m e n t w h i c h w a s
undoubtedly the highlight of aglorious chapter

in the history of the Widnes club.

manu fac tu red hyd rau l i c equ ipmen t f o r t he
i v e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

□S T E E R I N G T H E E U r U R E
I n t e r n a t i o n a 1 L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 8218 FAX: 0161 6264945
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Evening Chronicle whose

co-operation we gratefully

acknowledge.

Back Row (left to right) Kevin Fitzpatrick, Daniel Brown, Mick Farrell, Craig Barker, Emerson Jackman,

Middle Row: Emmanuel Peralta, Josh Bostock, Jason Clegg, Gary Coulter, Graeme Shaw, Nathan Varley,

Mike Prescott, Brian Quinlan,

Front Row: Mark Perrett, Laurent Mlnut, Joe McNIcholas, John Hough, Leo Casey, Paul Crook, Adrian Mead, Afi Leuila

The ©Bdhaim C© Pproudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.
For information or aprospectus about our full StcI part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.
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T O D A Y ' S G U E S T

Ruglv LeagueGraham Clay
R u g b y L e a g u e W o r l d
e d i t o r G R A H A M C L A Y

w a s i n t h e c r o w d a t

^YSydney’s Olympic
' " S t a d i u m a s A u s t r a l i a

claimed the world

r e c o r d f o r a R u g b y

League crowd.

in was the 98,000 who saw Brett Kenny’s Wigan

defeat Peter Sterling’s Hull at Wembley in 1985.
Now that was acrowd, and legend has it that

another 10,000 people were crammed in Wembley

Stadium that day!
Maybe the relative silence In Oz was because

arriving fans were simply knocked breathless by

the sheer scale of the place. It is, in every sense,

a g i g a n t i c s t a d i u m .

Its own sprawling road and rail network, the

huge esca la to rs tha t t ranspor t you fo rever

upwards, the arching roof that would comfortably
span four jumbo jets, the world’s biggest video
screens.

■i

■ i

E A R L I E R t h i s m o n t h - o n

March 6th, to be precise -

Australia’s new Olympic
Stadium in Sydney opened

i ts gates for the firs t t ime and immediate ly
welcomed anew world record crowd.

O d s a l ’ s p r o u d c l a i m t o f a m e h a d b e e n

snatched away after 45 years. The 102,569 that

stood on railway sleepers and steep dirt bankings
had finally been overtaken, afeat many people

never bel ieved would happen.

And as alonely Pom present at the big night -

and my grandad who’d been at Odsal in ‘54 would
expect it of me -1 had to argue, maybe it didn’t.

The official figure was 104,583, on the face
of it anew League record. But amid the

celebrations, Icontinued to wave the flag for
Br i t a i n . Was i t r ea l l y t ime t o r e -w r i t e t he reco rd

books?

Entering the stadium is like walking into a

posh ho te l . A l l t he pub l i c concou rses a re t h i ck l y

carpeted and frosted glass walls flank each level.
Then you step out into asmall section and

the enormity of it all smacks you in the face. Down
each touchline, tier after tier of seating reach

skyward, sandwiching row after row of corporate

hospitality boxes.
A t e a c h e n d , s l a b s o f s e a t i n g s t r e t c h

endlessly backwards. Looking out on this great

expanse, you can just make out the bodies of

continued on page 20

the

sUppllfeh
tR the

Nuaby Leaaue

Allow me to put my case.

The even t was adoub le heade r, no t aone -o f f

like the Halifax-Warrington Challenge Cup Final

replay.

And if you take into account the changeover

between the departing Manly and Newcastle fans

after the first game, and those arriving purely for
the second game between Parramatta and St

George- l l lawarra, Idoubt whether there were
actually 104,583 inside the stadium at the same
time.

O f fi c i a l s a d m i t t e d t h a t w h e n t h e fi r s t g a m e

kicked off, only 89,000 were inside the stadium.
A n d w h i l e i t i s i n d i s p u t a b l e t h a t 1 0 4 , 5 8 3

people passed through the turnstiles at some

stage of the evening, another suit leaked out that
the crowd peaked at just over 100,000.

But I’m being aspoilsport. Let the Aussies
wallow in their glory.

Because there’s one thing they will never take
f r o m u s B r i t s .

Atmosphere.

Even wi th 100,000 p lus ins ide the monol i th ic

heap of concrete and steel, the noise wasn’t on a

pa r w i t h even a run -o f - t he -m i l l League game ove r

h e r e . I c a n h o n e s t l y s a y t h a t 1 5 , 0 0 0 s c r e a m i n g
B u l l s f a n s a t O d s a l m a k e m o r e n o i s e t h a n t h e

Sydneysiders managed.
Prior to Sydney, the biggest crowd Ihad been

the t y . . .



T O D A Y ' S G U E S T (continued)

Graham Clay
continued from page 19

hundreds of people streaming in like scurrying
ants.

but in the meantime, Stadium Australia -to give it
i t s o f fi c i a l n a m e - h a s a q u a i n t t r i b u t e t o t h e

stadium that previously held the world record.
J u s t l i k e O d s a l , i t h a s s t i c k - d o w n a r t i fi c i a lIt really is an incredible feat of architecture.

But strangely, bits of it are only temporary.
After the Olympic Games next year, the two ends

will be down-sized to reduce the capacity to amere
80,000.

corners!

Incredible. A$690 million project has

deliberately incorporated the one thing for which
Odsal has copped universal der is ion!

Not on ly tha t , the p i tch isn ’ t even the

standard width. Artificial run-off strips have to be
placed over the track on each touchline.

I t 's good to see the Aussies respect ing

The whole thing was designed with this in

mind. Apparently, officials reckon its capacity will
be tested only six times before the Games, and
t h e r e f o r e t h e e n d s h a v e b e e n b u i l t w i t h a

maximum life span of Just five years!

The rebuilding of the ends will mean that the

stadium will transform into arectangular shape.

Odsal!

Next they'll be wanting to import the thick fog
that descended in the days of winter rugby!
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T H E I N C O R R I G I B L E

Ivtt Stateloose
Oh! What aShow!

( I t never ceases to amaze everyone else either: I t

c e r t a i n l y e x p a n d s t h e v o c a b u l a r l y o f o f f e n s i v e

expressions.)

Oh! What aCircus,

HAVE you ever studied speccie speak? Here’s afew

examples to warm your cockles (What are cockles

anyway?)

..2,278 on astinking afternoon to see the visit

of, let’s face it, last season’s basement Super League

club is, Ifeel, apretty reasonable turnout”. (So now we

know why London Broncos can’t get adecent crowd!)

.Ifound them (Cas Fans) rude, offensive and

utterly disgusting.” (Apart from which they were quite
nice, really.)

"... Iappreciate the appalling decisions made by

the referee ...” (WIdnes vLeigh)". ..Another whinging Northern bigot”. (Not Kevin

Maguire, surely?)

"... Referee Kirkpatrick’s awesomely

pathetic performance ..."

(Castleford v

Wakefield) ^
(Guess
whose team

lost!)

"... The game wasn’t offered £87.5m just to prop

up its existing clubs and carry on as it was". (And there

w a s m e t h i n k i n g t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o L o n d o n a n d

Gateshead S.L.E. was intended to have aclub (clubs?)

in Europe -you know Efor Europe!)

". ..Did Leeds actually have amascot during their

first Super League campaign?” (Who the hell cares?

Anyway Ronnie was still roaming the Massai Mara till

Gary Heth touched his horn with gold).

"... Ialso

agree that Odsal

is not exactly

perfect...”

Understatement of

the century.)

" . . . I t w a s a t o t a l e m b a r r a s s m e n t t o m e a s a

Salford fan of 47 years.” (Thought you might have had

enough practice by now.) r
f

"... The rubbish

you print in your letters

column” (Who rattled

this one's cage,

then?)

“Union takes itself far too seriously." (Is this a

League fan Isee before me ...?"

1
V.\“ I t n e v e r c e a s e s t o a m a z e m e t h e i n c r e d i b l e

support and atmosphere created by H.K.R. supporters.” .HV

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !

A r e Yo u I n t h e R o u g h y e d s ’ G r e a t W e e k l y L o t t e r y ?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The pr ize s tar ts a t £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK

t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

^Get
ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMIS.SION

V W H I L E Y O D p l a y ! >

All n

T h i s f o r o n l y

V£1 AWEEK y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391



MICHAEL TURNER
lt:4,

MFirst Time-Last Timem

TO D AY W E w e l c o m e W i d n e s , o n e o f t h e f o u n d e r
m e m b e r s o f t h e N o r t h e r n U n i o n i n 1 8 9 5 . I n t h a t

firs t season af ter the “breakaway" , our firs t
N o r t h e r n U n i o n c l a s h w i t h t h e “ C h e r n i e s ” t o o k

p l a c e a t W i d n e s o n O c t o b e r 2 6 t h 1 8 9 5 . T h e

Roughyeds returned with the points after a13-0
v i c t o r y a n d c o m p l e t e d t h e d o u b l e a t

Watersheddings on February 15th 1896. This time
the margin was 21-0. The Oldham points came
f r o m t w o t r i e s c o n v e r t e d f r o m J a c k H u r s t a n d o n e

each f rom Arthur Lees and Tom Mart in. Sam Lees

converted three of the tries and Harry Eagland
landed apenalty goal. It is interesting to note that

in those days the try was worth three points, the
conversion two points and the penalty goal three
p o i n t s . T h e a t t e n d a n c e w a s 1 0 , 0 0 0 a n d t h e
O l d h a m t e a m w a s a s f o l l o w s :

H. Eagland; T. Martin, S, Lees, W. McCutcheon, J.
Hurst; H. Varley, A. Lees; E. Bosner, E. Hughes, J.

Merrill, R. Edwards, R. Wylie, A. Childs, E. Etchells,
F. Worra l l .

C o m i n g r i g h t u p t o d a t e W i d n e s d e f e a t e d t h e

“Roughyeds" in apre season friendly game in
January this year by twenty points to six. The last
s e n i o r m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e t w o t e a m s w a s i n t h e

Challenge Cup last season. This was athird round
tie played at the revamped Naughton

Park/Autoquest Stadium on February 1st. The
Vikings proved too strong for Oldham in this first

m a t c h f o r t h e r e l a u n c h e d c l u b a g a i n s t s e n i o r

opposi t ion af ter they had defeated the York
amateur outfit , Heworth in the previous round. The

final score of 48-8 underl ined the superiori ty of the

home team in front of agood attendance of over
fou r and aha l f thousand spec ta to rs .
O l d h a m T e a m :

S. Wilde; S. Diggle, A. Mead, S. Cooper, J.

McNicholas; C. Barker, N. Flanagan; P. Round, J.
Hough, M. Maders, B. Quinlan, G. Shaw, M.
Martindale. Subs: D. Robinson, C. Eckersley, J.

Clegg, A. Fleming.

Goals: Quinlan 2

Try: Hough
Attendance: 4,579

Vintage action -Oidham 16 vWidnes 2, February 21st 1925
Sid Rix manages to put in akick despite the attention of two Widnes defenders. The two other Oldham
piayers in the centre of the photo are Aibert Brough (behind Rix) and Ambrose Baker (behind the baii).

I t i s h o p e d t o c o n t i n u e t h i s f e a t u r e i n t h e p r o g r a m m e s h o w i n g p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e ‘ R o u g h y e d s o f Ye s t e r y e a r ’ .

I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n W a l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 IQL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goo dwin

B'-E i

^bhba\
O l d h a m C h a m b e r



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

The Saturday

Yankee!

Hyneswood

j^ngineering
Sales

Ltd.

NEEDS

T
Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

We need help with our

Lottery

●Could you collect in your area?

●Could you interest your
w o r k m a t e s i n t h e Ya n k e e ?

H e l p U s - H e l p Yo u r s e l v e s

If you are interested

phone Scott on

0161 -628 -3677

Fax:

0161-627 4367

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds
or

Write to him at the Club Offices

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform
WeWe Cured

Headaches fo r
THE Roughyeds

S u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,
F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a j o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

❖

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w Va l l e y R o a d , G r e e n e i e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

1PLATT&HILL,
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ■Mastercard ■Switch ●

Delta ●Solo ●Amex Tel .  0181 621 4400 .Fax:  0161 621 4408



Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

For the best coverage |
of a l loca l news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’ s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

Pumps A
R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N G - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D M O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

HAND RAIL -H.D.F PROFILES

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

As approved distributor for
many of Europe's leading

manufacturers, tve
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivaUed technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

m
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfleid Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u c b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

This af ternoon 's v is i tors to Spot land are Widnes, one of the favour i tes for the

Northern Ford Premiership and aclub who have ambitions of returning to their

haicyon days of the 70s and 80s. it was on this day in 1981, Saturday
28th March, that the Chernies enjoyed one of the many big cup victories

of that era. That day they met neighbours Warrington at Wigan in the
semi-final of the Challenge Cup. Warrington led 7-0 late in the first half

of that tie but Widnes failed to get ruffled and hit back to win 17-9.
Full-back Mick Burke, later to join Oldham, scored atry and four goals
in that match.

Eleven years later, on Saturday 28th March 1992, Wigan met

Bradford Northern in another Challenge Cup semi-Final which was
staged at Burnden Park, the old Bolton Wanderers soccer ground. It
was expected to be aclose match but Wigan winger Martin Offiah

put paid to that theory by running in five tries as the pie-eaters
coasted to an astonishing 71 -iO victory.

Leigh registered an even more comfortable victory on this day
in 1976, Sunday 28th March. That day they entertained Doncaster

in aSecond Div is ion match and beat them 75-3. Cent re Mick Stacey

led the scoring spree with two tries and 15 goals and there was also a

try for former Oldham scrum-half Cliff Sayer. Another former Roughyed
in the Leigh line-up that afternoon was prop-forward Geoff Fletcher.

In 1982, Sunday 28th March, Oldham were running up the points

when Blackpool Borough visited Watersheddings for aSecond Division
match. The Roughyeds won 66-7 with winger Geoff Munro running in four

tries and centre Mick Parrish claiming 27 points with three tries and nine
goals. Parrish played and scored in every Oldham match throughout that 1981-
82 season.

Next weekend is Easter which means the staging of the Standard Cup Final.
On Good Friday, 28th March 1975 the trophy went out of town to Rochdale after

Mayfield had defeated Higginshaw 11-5 in the final.
Eleven years later, Good Friday 28th March 1986, Mayfield were again in the

final although on that occasion Waterhead lifted the trophy, winning 13-8. That day
asubstitute, Waterhead’s Gary Dobbs, was awarded the Ben Powell Trophy as
man of-the-match.

Afurther eleven years on. Good Friday 28th March 1997, Dobbs was again a

Standard Cup winner although he was playing against Waterhead that day when
Saddleworth Rangers won the trophy 25-12. Full-back Kevin Fitzpatrick, now a
member of the Roughyeds’ Alliance team, was atry scorer in that final. Next

weekend the final will be played on Easter Monday 5th April at Boundary Park with
an 11.00am kick-off and i t ’s Shaw Rhinos v. Waterhead.

Staying with the amateurs, twelve months ago, Saturday 28th March 1998
was amixed day for our local amateurs. Waterhead recovered from a14-6 deficit
t o d r a w 1 5 - 1 5 a t h o m e t o H a y d o c k , Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s Wa n d e r e r s w o n 2 4 - 2 0 a t

Silsden Park Rangers after trailing 10-0 early on but the Higginshaw ’come back’

was not so successful. They were losing 30-4 early in the second half at Folly Lane

and, although they staged astirring revival, they still lost 38-20. Both our Conference

League clubs won however. Saddleworth Rangers beat Walney central 44-21 at
Greenfield where that man Kevin Fitzpatrick again scored atry and St.Annes won 30-
24 at Beverley where the Saints full-back Mark Whitehead went one better, he scored
two tries.

\'

>1

Wherever you see this sign you oon be assured
of on efficient and professional approach

to any p roper ty ma t te r
7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER <SP
DUTTON

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 VA L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S



ROUCHYEDS

'jl Alliance Div OneK

A L L I A N C E T E A M M A T C H R E P O R TA L L I A N C E D I V I S I O N O N E

P W D L For Agst Diff PTS
112578478

43I 0I 1876427

530212798296

6303136125II6

1110480245

017640364

0 2 100 110 -10 4

41 0 3 62 132 -70 2

2 0 0 2 26 57 -31 0

1 0 0 I 6 40 -34 0

Rochdale Hornets 4 0 0 4 94 138 -44 0

Tuesday 16th March, 1999
O L D H A M 6 B A T L E Y 4 0

Dewsbury Rams 54 0
West Cumbria

Hunslet Hawks

Batley Bulldogs

K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s 4 2
L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s 3 2
F e a t h e r s t o n e R v s 4 2

Barrow Border

Swinton Lions

Oldham

YOU GET used to it. Batley turn up with a

massive pack of forwards featuring the likes

of Darren Moxon, Will Cartledge and Neil

Bradbrook behind which ac lever, qu icks i lver

scrum-half in Nigel Craven, starts spraying
out telling passes and it’s deja-vu time.

Oldham compete manfully for 30 minutes

but the withdrawal of props Chris Coop and
t h e n P a u l R o u n d - a f t e r h e ’ s b e e n a w a r d e d a

penalty try -leaves Oldham light on beef.

When Gary Coulter goes off in the

second half it’s floodgates time and Batley

take full advantage. Craven grabs two tries

and flying 17 year old winger Carl Riley

finishes with ahat trick. Scoring out wide

stops Batley running up 50 as the goal kicks

keep going astray.

For Oldham Coulter does enough to grab

the subs spot at H.K.R., but the outstanding

displays come from the aggressive Mick

Farrell in the backs and the talented Danny

Wood at loose forward, posting awarning to
Paul Crook, Emerson Jackman and Mick

M a r t i n d a l e t h a t t h e n u m b e r 6 a n d 1 3 s h i r t s

c o u l d b e u n d e r t h r e a t .

Defeat: yes, but the big picture is that

Oldham are back in the Alliance fold. Regular

practice, regular matches, top class coach -

the only way is up!

Alliance First Division Fixtures

M a r 1 6 B a t l e y B u l l d o g s H 6 - 4 0

3 1 H u n s l e t H a w k s H

April 8Featherstone R. A

14 Dewsbury Rams H

24 West Cumbria A

2 8 S w i n t o n L i o n s A

M a y 5 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s H

13 Dewsbury Rams A

1 9 S w i n t o n L i o n s H

29 Barrow B. R.

J u n e 1 0 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s A

12 West Cumbria H

19 Ba t l ey Bu l l dogs A

23 Featherstone R. H

J u l y 1 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s A

10 Barrow B. R.

1 4 H u n s l e t H a w k s A

21 Leigh Centurions A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd

A u g 4 L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s H

14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd

1 8 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd

Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final

25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

A

H

R a c i s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e

C O M M U N I T Y A N D R A C I S M H A S N O PA RT TO P U Y I N O U R S P O RT.

R a c i s t u n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

s u c h c o n d u c t w i l l f a c e T H E S E V E R E S T P E N A L T I E S A V I I L A B L E .

W e m u s t a l l t a c k l e r a c i s m a n d e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y

L E A G U E I S A G A M E F O R A L L .

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999



t4 cusPomr focused service Po Pfe waPer indusPrif
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n & M a i n t e n a n c e

Pre installation Surveys

i n s t a i l a t i o n o f A u t o m a t i c M e t e r

Reading Systems

Diiigence Testing
New Ear th Wate r Serv i ces L im i ted
" N e w E a r t h H o u s e " 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d , O l d h a m . O L l S PA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s

Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Suppiy Pipe Tracing

Civii Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0161 678 6354 Fax ;0161 628 5197

e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

®
a m e m b e r o f t h e

INTEX ISO 9002 MTIDMU.

UCKOnKTIOII

OFCERTinUTin

sonuDelivery Management
and Support Services

REGISTERED COMPWfY

A t l a n t i c G r o u p P l c BSEN ISO 9002 Cetttficate i-Io. 9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O
Chartered Accountants

Registered Auditors

●Trust Accounting

●Computer Services and Advice

*Government and Local Authority

●Grant Applications

●Confe rence and Seminar Room

Available by Appointment

With over 25 years in the profession we are

ideally qualified to provide advice to all sizes
of business, to include all aspects

of accountancy, auditing, taxation, etc.

ESPECIALLY YOUR SELF

ASSESSMENT PROBLEMS

F O R Y O U R F R E E I N I T I A L

CONSULTATION

TELEPHONE

Stephen Howard IJohn Mills

Preparation of Accounts ●
Taxat ion Advice ●

Auditing ●

Payroll, Bookkeeping and VAT Services ●

Management and Financial Service ●
New Business Presentat ions ●

Partners: John Mills llb, fca, fcca &Stephen Howard fcca

LIBRARY CHAMBERS, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 1ND

T e l e p h o n e 0 1 6 1 3 6 6 6 5 3 5 F a x 0 1 6 1 3 6 7 S 5 S a
Authorised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales to carry on Investment Business
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SLUMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANYBODY

COULD HAVE.

I«v,

S l u m b e r l a n d Q u a l i t y G r o u p

Ed’ adeepei; sounder sleep



O L D H A M R L F C

The Roughyeds-Stats
A p p e a r a n c e s & S c o r e r s . . . S e a s o n 1 9 9 9

A p p s S u b T r i e s G o a l s D G P t s A p p s S u b T r i e s G o a l s D G Pts

J. Bostock 7 3 12 A. Mead

L. Minut

E. Peralta

M. Perrett

M. Prescott

B. Quinlan

P. Round

G. Shaw

M. Martindale

The above appearances &scorers do not include any statistics from Law Cup or friendly matches

7 3 12

D. Brown 7 3 3 22
7 7 14

L. Casey

J. Clegg

G. Coulter

7
1 5

7 2 8

4 4

1 5

7 1 4

P. Crook

J. Hough

E. Jackman

4 1

3 3 4 8
7

1
5 1

6 1
A. Leuila

McNicholas

7

47

/■J?

^<?'
/

CO Co

/#/' /
<f 4

Ati?
/

Q?

Barrow 30-lQ 18-12

Batley

Bramley

Dewsbury

Doncaster

Featherstone

14-12 8-14 30-0

14-12

35-8 31-16

20-29 22-18

32-12 28-12

Hull KR 8-6 12-2

Hunslet 14-26 44-2 48-6 :

Keighley

Lancashire

42-16 30-16 8-10

0= 13-12 22-12

Leigh

O L D H A M 2 4 - 2 0

-SS
lG-12 24-20 16-12

Rochdale 26-10 22-27 22-40

Swinton 23-8 19-29 10-21

Whitehaven
c^

28-624-12

C^ W i d n e s 3 4 - 1 6

Workington

York

30-12 6-2

22-16 22-22 14-21 V 26-14

32-6 16-15

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season



Match by Match Analysis 1999
©©-S’ ©ID 13

II IIJANUARY

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879

L6-12 2500

LI 2-34 1000

Mead Farrell G Quinlan Jackman McNicholas

McNicholas

Crook Barker Casey

Round

Hough ■

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley

Quinlan 1G

Quinlan G

Martindale

Martindale

Coulter

Coulter

Bostock

Leuila T

Prescott

Barker

Prescott

Fitzpatrick

A . N . O l h e r T

Round

A.N.Other

Fitzpatrick

17 Widnes Mead IT

A.N.Other

Farrell Leuila

Leuila

Jackman Crook

Crook G

Barker Clegg Shaw

Mead Clegg Shaw24 Leigh

FEBRUARY

1ECGLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764 Minu t 3G

LO-30 1018 Minut

15 DEWS.RCC4thRd W18-10 1620 Minut2G

19 FEA7HERSTQNE ROVERS H P

28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd L2-18 1438 Minut

MARCH

Jackman McNicholas Farrell Round Coulter T

Mead 2T Leuila

Leuila

Leuila

Bostock McNicholas Crook B r o w n 1 T

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

M c N i c h o l a s J a c k m a n B r o w n 1 T 1 6

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg IT Shaw Coulter

Quinlan

Perrett

Jackman

Jackman

Martindale

Round

Coulter

Coulter

Peralta

Prescott

Prescott IT

Perrett

Perrett

Peralta7Bat tey Bul ldogs Mead Brown Clegg Shaw

Mead IT Clegg IT Shaw Prescott Quintan

Mead Leuila Bostock McNicholas Jackman Brown 1G Casey Hough Clegg Perrett Shaw Coulter Prescott Quinlan Crook

W24-20 1123

D8-6 2080

L2-44 1533

Minut 26 Mead Leuila

Leuila

Bostock 2T McNicholas

B o s t o c k I T M c N i c h o l a s

B o s t o c k M c N i c h o l a s

Casey

Casey

Casey

Clegg12 BARROW B.R.

17 HullK. R.

21 Hunslet Hawks

28 WiONES VIKINGS

APRIL

2Doncaster Dragons

5LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Bramley

25 YORK

Jackman

Crook

Crook

Brown 2T

Brown 1G

Brown

Hough

Hough

Hough

Shaw

Shaw

Perrett Martindale

Martindale

Martindale

Coulter

Coulter

Prescott Quinlan 2G Peralta

PrescottMinut Mead Clegg Quinlan 1G

Quinlan 1G

Peralta

Prescott

Perrett

PerrettMinut Mead Leuila Clegg Peralta Jackman Shaw

H

R o u g h y e d s ’ S u p p o r t e r s C l u b
A

Dear F r i ends ,

First of all, Iwould like to thank you for
your support and kindness to me in the first

couple of weeks since my election. Icount it a

great honour to represent so many supportive
and committed fans and promise that Iwili do

all Ican to raise the profile of Oldham
Roughyeds i n and a round the a rea and

amongst the Supporters Clubs of teams that
visit us.

weii known to most of you and Iwill be relying
on them agreat deal to steer me in the right
direction. Joyce has agreed to arrange the

away travel, as she has done so well before

(Phew! One job gone) and Jack Roscoe is to be
Membership Secretary (Two down! delegation

is my favourite thing). Jack spends alot of time
helping out at the office so if you have any

questions about your membership, give him a
ring there and he will be very pleased to talk to

you. As soon as he has fathomed out how to
work the computer and the laminator your
membership cards and club information will be

winging their way to you. Only kidding! Jenni,
Scott and everyone at the club, yes, even

Chris, have been great in offering their help

and expertise assisting in setting up the
Supporters Club.

The Golden Gamble Draw which takes

place at home games is in the capable hands
o f Chr i s t ine Wi l cox our C lub Treasure r and Mrs

Sylvia Patterson. If you would like to get
involved with this and help sell the tickets on

match days, we would love to hear from you.
We also desperately need people to help out at
our Alliance games.

If you would be available to help in either

of these areas, please ring me or the office

and leave your name and telephone number
and we will contact you with details of what
w o u l d b e i n v o l v e d . N e i t h e r o f t h e s e t a k e t o o

much time. We need acouple of teams of

people to ensure there will always be enough
help with cover for hoiidays and unexpected

unavailability of collectors. So if you are going
to the game anyway why not get involved with
us?

H

A

H

MAY

1SILK CUT CC Final

3Roclidale Hornels

9Keighley Cougars

23 Swinton Lions

30 WHITEHAVEN W.

A

A

A

P l e a s e r e m e m b e r t h a t w e o n t h e

committee are eiected by you to represent you
so please do not hesitate to contact us about
any aspect of the Supporters Club. We need

your views.
Finally

Widnes Supporters, Team and Officials and

hope they enjoy their visit to Spotland. As a
Christian, at this time of year my thoughts turn
t o t h e d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f J e s u s a n d

similarly to Oldham and Widnes, two great
teams who have suffered adversity through no
f a u l t o f t h e i r o w n . W e c a n l o o k f o r w a r d a n d

rejoice in the continuing success of Widnes, A
O N C E M A G N I F I C E N T T E A M a n d O l d h a m

Roughyeds, THE BEST, both resurrected by the
love and commitment of their supporters.

God Bless.

H
As some of you may know Ihave not

been involved with Oldham for very long but as
all of you will know, once in its hard to get out.

Rugby League is such an addictive sport, like
the lager, it reaches parts in people that other

s p o r t s j u s t d o n ’ t r e a c h . I a m t h e r e f o r e ,
counting on all of you to pour in with help and

advice as to what you think goes down best
w i t h t h e b e s t , O l d h a m R L F a n s .

Most of the suggestions so far, have I
believe, been done before. They are agreat

way of raising funds and also (my favourite
part) of having abri l l iant t ime with lots of
people, with aheart for Oldham Roughyeds,

th is is apparent to everyone who at tends
t h e m . L e t ’ s h o w e v e r h a v e s o m e n e w i d e a s

please.

JUNE

6Workington Town

13 ROCHDALE HORNETS

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS

A

(Boundary Park)H

would like to welcome the
H7.45

27 Featherstone Rovers A

JULY

4HULLK.R.

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

3D DONCASTER DRAGONS H 7 . 4 5

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

13 BRAMLEY

22 LANCASHIRE LYNX H

29 York

H

A

H

A

A

H7.45
T h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e a r e Linda

A
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.
The Council is committed to continuing the good work
of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
l oca t ion and exce l len t communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.oldham.gov.uk
S'

O L D H A M D O D D
Metropolitan Borough O



●liFii;,T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

ILaurent MINUT

2Adrian MEAD

3 A fi L E U I L A

4Josh BOSTOCK

5Joe McNICHOLAS
6Paul CROOK

7Daniel BROWN

8Brian QUINLAN

9John HOUGH

10 Jason CLEGG

IIEmmerson JACKMAN
12 Graeme SHAW

1 3 M i c k M A R T I N D A L E

14 MarkPERRETT

15 Gary COUTLER

Associate Match

Sponsor

The Ellen Group pic

Matchball

Sponsor

H. Mullaney &Son Ltd

m
■■

■■■■

■*.-

Man of the Match

Sponsor

Mr Wrigleys Wine Bar
16 Mike PRESCOTT

17 Emmanuel PERALTAI

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s W I D N E S V I K I N G S

Coaeh: Colin Whitfield

IJim SALISBURY

2James BRIERS
3 C h r i s P E R C I V A L

4Jason CRITCHLEY
5Damien MUNRO

6Paul MANSSON

7Eabien DEVECCHI

8Lee HANSEN

9Phil CANTILLON

10 Lokeni SAVELIO

IIPaul HARRIS

12 George MANN

13 Jim CASSIDY
1 4 M a r k H E W I T T

15 Steve ARGENT

Today’s Referee
M r A . B a t e s

Touch Judges

Mr P. Meadows

M r A . D . P e r r i s

Reserve T. Brierley
16 Jason HUNTER
17 Richie EYRES

A F T E R T H E N A T C H V I S I T H R W R I G L E Y S

MW


