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CHRISTOPHER HAMILTON

Chairman’s Chatter
Oldham Rugby League

Football Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

ANOTHER

welcome to everyone tonight

only ashort number of days
after

performance

Dewsbury. The lads played

like we knew they could and

everyone now has to strive

to try and produce that level

of performance on amore

consistent basis. The way

the crowd got behind the
t e a m i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f w a s

magnificent and the players

were commenting on it in

the dressing room after the

game. We now face along

trip to Whitehaven in the
n e x t r o u n d b u t I ’ m s u r e

everyone will agree that if

we play like we did against Dewsbury we are capable of winning.

It has also been interesting reading some of the comments

of our Super League counterparts concerning the Challenge

Cup, and the fact that they don’t like arandom draw. The beauty

of arandom draw is that it keeps the romance alive for players,

officials and supporters alike and as soon as you change that

you have lost the appeal of the cup competition. Unfortunately
at the present time it seems that nobody wants any stability in

this game, and the sooner people real ise the damage that

causes, the better the game, on and off the field, will be.
Before that we entertain Featherstone and they are another

team whom Iexpect to at least make the top five this season. It

means therefore another tough challenge for our lads tonight

but one which they will relish and one in which your vocal

support can play an important part.
Its been ahectic few days with the result of the public

enqu i ry i n to the new s tad ium and , fo l l ow ing the sa le o f
Watersheddings, John Prescotts “OK” is amajor step forward

for the Club. Hopefully some of the doubters in the town will

realise that anew stadium can be aflagship for the borough

and matters can perhaps now move more quickly than they
have.

TS WARM

M o n d a y ’ s e p i c

against

Chairman

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stuart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

M e d i a & M a r k e t i n g M a n a g e r ( H o n )

Brian Walker

Club Secretary

Jenni Murgatroyd

L o t t e r y M a n a g e r
Scott Claber

Head Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Physiotherapist

Alison Boyd

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper

J a c k R o s c o e

Club Doctors

D r Z . A h m e d

D r P . K e r s h a w

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Statistics

John Blair

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

A J L a w C u p W i n n e r s 1 9 9 8

Tr a n s P e n n i n e C u p

F i n a l i s t s 1 9 9 8

Enjoy the game and shout the lads on to victory,
Best Wishes,

Christopher Hamilton

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y

REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OlDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.

Country Oven (mlc) Ltd,
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads
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O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
ENVIRONMENT Secretary John Prescott's decision to approve Sports Park 2000, after apublic enquiry,
was just the tonic Oldham Roughyeds required as they prepared to square up to the demands of the

Northern Ford Premiership.
A30-0 defeat at Batley in the opening game put everyone at the club on a"downer”, but four

days later came the much-delayed and long-awaited verdict from the Government on the plans to
centre amassive £20 million leisure complex around anew stadium on Clayton Playing Fields.

It was athumbs-up for the stadium....and as far as professional sport in Oldham is

concerned that was the most positive signal yet that both Oldham Roughyeds and Oldham
Athletic can look to an uncertain future with at least ahint of confidence and conviction.

What disappoints and saddens me about the whole stadium issue is the ,
amount of opposition to it within aborough, soon to celebrate its 150th
Anniversary, which once boasted that, in many walks of life, its sons and sN
daughters could match the achievements of the nation’s best.

In the theatre, music and sport Oldham has arich heritage going back
across the 150 years that will be celebrated in some style this summer,

Sport has been to the forefront of Oldham life throughout the last century, p*"

Which northern town gave Walter Winterbottom, David Platt and many other big |
names in soccer? In the world of cricket no prizes for guessing where Michael \
Atheton was reared. Or which Central Lancashire League club gave Geoff

Pullar to Lancashire and England, Malcolm Flilton, (the only man to bowl out
Don Bradman twice in one match), to Lancashire and England, Jim Flilton to |T
Somerset, Keith Andrew to Northants and Jack Dyson to Lancashire, not to
mention his feats with Manchester City.

The list is endless. In Rugby League, Oldham men have played
significant roles in the history of the sport since Joseph Platt became the

breakaway code’s first secretary in 1895. ^
The history of the game is filled with the achievement of Oldham

men and Oldham teams, both at Watersheddings and on foreign fields.

In recent times, the town provided the Rugby League’s Director ot̂ W
Coaching and later Great Britain boss in Phil Larder. It produced the man widely '̂
recognised as one of the leading marketing whizkids in sport, Peter Deakin. W

And you’ve only to look around the leading clubs to pick an entire team of Wj
Oldhamers, from lestyn Flarris at full-back to Paul Sculthorpe at loose-forward. 4

Why, it’s only nine years since Athletic were in the semi-final of the y
Littlewood Cup at the same time as Oldham Rugby met Warrington in the 1
semi-final of the Challenge Cup. A

Latics got to Wembley, Oldham didn’t. But what an achievement for a m

town the size of Oldham to produce semi-finalists in competitions of such ’M
stature. ^

Less than adecade on, times have changed. But how can so many f
Oldham peop le ques t ion or oppose anew s tad ium when towns l i ke <
Warrington, Widnes and St. Flelens, which don't even have aprofessional

soccer team, are looking bravely to the future and putting their stadia in place? i
In these days of centralisation, towns like Oldham are in grave danger of

losing their identity and nothing gives them an identity more than pro football or J
rugby league teams. Whoever heard of Accrington? I

A n e w s t a d i u m m u s t b e t h e c e n t r e p o i n t o f O l d h a m

Dfessional sport into the next century. If not, the
clubs could wither and die as the years unfold.

,And once they’ve gone how much longer before

pother institutions fold? Flow much longer before
,Oldham becomes little more than north-east̂  ̂

Manchester?

Acry f rom the hea r t . You be t i t i s . And I ’ l l be

crying right through the 150th birthday celebrations J||H
if the town fails to grasp the opportunities to set the

s t a g e f o r a n o t h e r 1 5 0 y e a r s o f s p o r t i n g
achievements.

The Finesl^^B
In Luxury

Coach Travel '

m

/

I
The Travel Centre,

Cobden Street,

Chadderton,

0L9 9

633 3

345 9
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

hoofing
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Unit El Brookside Business Park

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 5 5 4 0 4 3
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

Fi'il

Ik’

ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

W E ’ R E A L L S E T. . .

-to provide afirst class building

contracting business -

there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

New Willow Mill

Bell Street. Oldham OL1 SPY

Tel : 0161-665 1199 ●Fax: 0161-627 1409

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
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LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Nanufacturers
FISH fj CHIP

RESTAURANT
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

For prompt &personal attention
TO

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ●

OLDHAM
Mon-Sat 11.00 -5.30

Trade Welcome
0161 633 0074

DRONSFIEL.DS

DELPH NEW ROAD, DELPH, OLDHAM OL3 5DE

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717 FAX: 01457-871940

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares
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M I C K C O A T E S

Game On
W E L C O M E T O a l l F e a t h e r s t o n e o f fi c i a l s ,

p layers and spectators . Ihope your journey

home Is not too happy.

We l l , w h a t a d i f f e r e n c e a w e e k m a k e s !

After our disappointing start to the League at

Batley, Isaid in Monday night’s notes that

we are not 30 points worse than Batley and

Monday ’s resu l t w i l l hope fu l l y back tha t

argument.

What we need to do now is carry that

performance into tonight ’s game. I f

anything, we need to improve on that and

earn the respect of opposing teams and

our spectators.

It was noted by several players and

o f fi c i a l s t h e w a y t h e s p e c t a t o r s g o t

b e h i n d u s i n t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f t h e

game, and bel ieve me i t makes a
di fference. Lets hope for lots of noise

off you ail tonight.

Monday night of course was acup
match, and we now have ajourney to

Whi tehaven. I t ’s ad i fficu l t t r ip , but

i t ’ s a l so one tha t we can go t o

knowing that if we perform we are

more than capable of aresult.

Then it gets the hair up on the
b a c k o f t h e n e c k b e c a u s e t h e

next round is the quarter finals.

Well, I’m wandering off course
abit there from what is i

happening tonight. f

Acouple of p l e a s i n g

per formances on Monday but ^

I ’ m a f r a i d o u r w e e F r e n c h m a n

may be missing tonight; he’s
b e e n i n t h e w a r s a b i t s i n c e h i s

arrival but the injury to his ankle?

looks certain to keep him out of

ton ight ’s game.

Anyway Ihope it is agood

game, and of course the better

side to win!

■{,

4

\*
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SaaoxscBfj: \!r7fi[ix£lgD\»a
P V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Tel . 0161 624 5962 ■F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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FROM

The Editor
T H E N E W S T H A T t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l

Sportspark 2000 Stadium plan is to get

the go-ahead is good ne\ws indeed. The

prospect of Oldham R.L.F.C. and Oldham

Athletic playing at the new ground by 2001

is truly amouthwatering one. And should

anyone doubt the wisdom of the scheme

t h e y n e e d o n l y t o l o o k a t w h a t t h e

McAlpine stadium has done to revive the

fo r t unes o f p ro fess iona l r ugby i n t he

shape of the Huddersfield Giants, aclub

which now has the best arena in Rugby

League, the best coach in the world and a

bright future in Super League.

S o , c o u l d S p o r t s p a r k 2 0 0 0 h e l p

catapult Oldham back to Super League

status? Who knows? But ask anyone in

Derby, Middlesborough, Sunderland or

B o l t o n - t o n a m e a f e w - w h e t h e r n e w

f a c i l i t i e s c a n b e t h e c a t a l y s t w h i c h

improves on-field performance and see

what answer you get. Do you think anyone

in those towns would honest ly want a

return to their old grounds? Of course it is

n i c e t o h o n o u r t r a d i t i o n , b u t t h i s c a n b e

achieved in amyriad of ways as Oldham

have tried to do in their choice of colours,

t he i r n i c kname and t he Ha l l o f Fame . Bu t

w h e n i t c o m e s t o c o m f o r t l e t ’ s h a v e t h e

best and say goodbye to make-do-and-

mend, second-rate, Victorian, past their

sell by date facilities.

WITH BOTH LAST year’s finalists already

eliminated the Silk Cut Challenge Cup is

certain to generate plenty of interest. With

other Super League big guns certain to be

k n o c k e d o u t i n t h e n e x t r o u n d t h i s c o u l d

j us t be the yea r o f an unde rdog l i ke

C a s t l e f o r d , H u d d e r s fi e l d o r L o n d o n . J u s t

th ink what an appearance at Wembley

would do for the profile of the game in

t h e i r a r e a i f e i t h e r o f t h e l a t t e r t w o c o u l d

qual i fy, and though fol lowers of Wigan

won’t agree, doesn’t the current

unpredictability of the competition make it

so much more enthralling than the era of

one club dominance?

The fourth round didn’t really throw up

any major surprises, although Rochdale

Hornets wil l have been disappointed to

lose against York, and Barrow to go down

to Leigh. In view of Dave Hadfield’s article

I n t h e D e w s b u r y p r o g r a m m e i t i s

interesting to note that the only clubs to

overcome opposition placed higher than

themselves in 1998 were Salford (against

Sheffield) and Widnes (against Keighley),

both of whom had home advantage. (This

was written before Oldham vDewsbury).

This probably means that the intriguing

t i e s i n t h e fi f t h r o u n d a r e H u d d e r s fi e l d v

Salford and Warrington vHalifax. Home

advantage is likely to prove decisive in

each case. And my t ip for th is year ’s

w i n n e r s ? I t h a s t o b e B r a d f o r d B u l l s .

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

RFF
Drr

ULjLj
Founded 1914

Founded 1914

\family finance f a m i l y fi n a n c e
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if you^re not

satisfied with your

hank  ̂ convert

T
S

Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d .
The Royal Bank

of Scotland

F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

Extenders

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

Europe

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager

on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel. 0161 626 1141 ●Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobile 0976 937181

Best Wishes for the
1999 Season Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS
Seton ^ho/n

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companiesPIcHealthcare

Telephone

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904
Established 1947

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G
P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering

Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ

Tel 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
We may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

ffThy put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm

Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Tel 01457 872108 St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306

Oldham Roughyeds in partnership with

SAINSBURY’S

i'%

RICHARD

MOTe« GROVI

/

ELLEN

^EDELLE‘fACCIDENT^
ASSISTANCE

THE
UPHOLSTERY. LTD

COMMUNICATIONS

CENTRE

(UK) LIMITED

The Royal Bank

TttC of Scotland



JUNIOR

Roughyeds
HI TO ALL THE JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS

A v e r y w a r m O l d h a m w e l c o m e t o t h e

players, supporters and juniors of Featherstone
Rovers.

T h e J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s h e l d t h e i r fi r s t

m e e t i n g o f t h e s e a s o n o n M o n d a y 8 t h

February. Lots more Junior Roughyeds enrolled

on the evening. It was great to have so many

come along. Any Juniors wishing to enrol can do

so at the Club Shop, Union Street, Oldham.

Four players attended the Juniors meeting
a n d w e r e g r e a t s p o r t s a s a l w a y s . T h o s e

attending were;- Afi Leuiia, the Junior Player of

the Season last year, Jason Clegg, who was a

great favourite, Josh Bostock, who was treated
t o a w a r m O l d h a m

w e l c o m e , a n d M i c k F a r r e l l ,

who had agreat time with

the games even though his
t e a m c a m e l a s t .

T h e O l d h a m m a s c o t

for today is ZOE BUCKLEY.

Z o e i s 9 y e a r s o l d . H e r

f a v o u r i t e p l a y e r i s J o h n

Zoe Buckley Hough.

WANTED
Debra Rafferty

The mascot for the day at Batley on Sunday 7th

February was MEGAN HARTLEY. Megan had a

great time although it was very cold.

BALLBOYS/BALL GIRLS FOR
A T E A M M A T C H E S

We a re l ook ing fo r Ba l l boys /Ba l l g i r l s f o r

t h e s o o n t o b e f o r m e d O l d h a m A l l i a n c e

team.

We require 6-8 reliable young people over

the age of 13, as most of the matches will
be p layed mid week in the evening.

The matches w i l l be p layed a t Cast le ton

Gabr ie l s Ground i n Cas t l e ton , Rochda le .

You do not need to be aJunior Roughyed,

but aknowledge of the game would be an

advantage.

If you are interested or want more details

contact Debra Rafferty on

678-8256 or contact Jenny at

O.R.L.F.C. on 628-3677.

I WA S r e a l l y e x c i t e d . A s I c o u n t e d t h e

hours down Igot more and more nervous. Ihad

my picture taken with Afi. He’s my favourite

player. It was that cold I

cou ldn ’ t fee l my fingers ,

( s u m m e r r u g b y w h a t ’ s

that?). Iran on the pitch

with Leo, i t was fantastic

b u t I w a s s t i l l v e r y

nervous. When the ref

tossed the coin Batley

won. Even though Oldham

lost the game Istill had a

great time.

Megan Hartley

Debra Rafferty

Tota l F i tness

Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

11



BRIAN WALKER

Watersheddings
By now everybody with apassing interest in the Oldham Club will be aware that Oldham MBC have
insisted that the street names within the new Watersheddings Housing Development will be sympathetic

to what went on there during the previous 110 years -the sport of rugby and those who played it! This

was well documented in the press during the close season.
It was pleasing to see this featured article in The South Wales press last week.

SOUTH WALES

Monmouthshire Edition

I
y-

Tribute: Street named after former Cross Keys rugby player
¥

X

r

Marje Le Clare, ot Daniel Place, Pi l l , with aphotograph of her brother, Alex
Giwons, when he was capped for Wales against England in 1938. Mr Giwons,

also pictured above, has had astreet named after him in Oldham.

HAVING astreet named after you is something

usually reserved for the very famous -and the dead.

But former Cross Keys Club rugby player, Alex

Giwons will soon see astreet plaque erected bearing
the name Giwons Fold in Oldham where he lives.

Newport-born Alex Giwons, now 85, travelled

(continued on opposite page)

PACKAGING LIMITED
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

[1^



Revisited
to Oldham in January, 1933 to play half-back for

Oldham Rugby League Club.

Sixty-six years later, he is one of four former

club players being honoured by the council.

The Old Rugby Green development is being

built on the spot where Watersheddings Rugby Club
once stood.

The streets will be named after the great in

Oldham’s rugby history -including Welshman Alex
Givvons.

Alex Givvons was regularly capped for Wales.

Sixty years after he first went to Oldham RC,

he was still employed as their kit man.

His sister. Marge Le Clare, 80, of Daniel Place,

Pill, treasures newspaper cuttings and photographs

cataloguing Alex’s rugby career.

“He was so well-respected. People still ask me

‘How’s Alex’?” said Marge. “I am so proud of him”.

Marge and Alex last got together about 18

months ago but they keep in touch by phone.
W h e n h e fi r s t h e a r d t h a t a s t r e e t w a s t o b e

named after him Alex said: “It is agreat honour for

me. Ican’t really believe it to tell the truth.”

Aspokesman at Oldham council said; “In Mr

Givvons case, we don’t normally do this before

someone has died, but he has such along a

distinguished career with the club that we had a

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to reward this.”

Alex was born in Newport in 1913 and

discovered rugby at nine, at High Cross School,

Emlyn Street.

He played half-back for Pill Harriers RC before

moving to Cross Keys.

In January 1933, Alex moved to Oldham and

rema ined the re , excep t f o r ab r i e f spe l l a t
H u d d e r s fi e l d i n t h e m i d 4 0 s , f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s

playing days.

ABLUE commemorative plaque is to be piaced within the smaii park at the junction of
Counthill Road and Ripponden Road. This area is to be upgraded by builders Roland

Bardsley during the next few weeks and the piaque is expected to be unveiled early

spring. The foilowing pians have now been received:-

TREVOR BRIDGE
associates

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

Environmental Planning

7-9 St Michael's Squat

Ashton-und«r-Lyne

Lancs OL6 6LF

Tel : 0161-308 376S

Fax: 0161-343 3513

Email: TBHdgeA@aol.coin

Plinth of locally quarried stone with

plaque fixed to it. 2.0m high.

Plinth surrounded by paved

area with low hedges and

specimen trees.

’foject

WATERSHEDDING STREET

WATERSHEDDING, OLDHAM

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

i33i!i 0161-284 9000 iliiEI
13



T O N I G H T S V I S I T O R S
m

Featherstone Rovers 4
K E V I N H O B B S - H e a d c o a c h

Ta k e s o v e r a s H e a d C o a c h a f t e r c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c c e s s

with the Rovers Al l iance and Academy teams. Last
season he was Assistant to Steve Simms, whom he

helped to bring dramatic success at the end of the

season. Featherstone were out of the top five before a
headlong dash of famous victories took them to the
Grand Final.

MATT BRAMALD -Full Back or Winger

Matt was aclose season signing from Dewsbury. He is

the type of player who can sniff out atry from nothing.
Last season he was leading try scorer at the Rams and

Rovers were fortunate to gain his signature. An exciting

player, especially when he joins the line.

IAN THOMPSON -Winger

C o m e s f r o m t h e H u n s l e t a r e a a n d w a s o r i g i n a l l y

snapped up by Wigan. He became avictim of the salary
cap, forcing the Lancashire club to release him.

Featherstone were quick to snap up the pacy youngster.

An excit ing player, who could easi ly fil l Karl Pratt 's

position. Has just broken into the first team this year.
MARTIN LAW -Centre

Was Wakefield’s 'Man of Steel' last year. Originally he

played in the pack but made the successful transition to

the backs. Big and strong he is likely to be abig asset
t o h i s new c lub .

CARL HALL -Centre

He was greatly honoured to be asked to skipper the side
by Kevin Hobbs. He has had previous experience with

Doncaster, Bradford and Leeds, as well as abrief spell

with Mosley R.U., where he was not happy. Avery strong

player, who can be used in the second row if necessary.

JAMIE STOKES -Winger

He was an Academy tour ist at 17. Aproduct of the
Dewsbury area. Very fast and exciting, he has the ability

to reach the top.
RYAN HORSLEY -Stand Off

As alife long Rovers supporter Ryan was happy to sign

for Rovers from nearby Trinity, where he played alot on
the wing. Prefers the half back position .
PA D D Y H A N D L E Y - S c r u m H a l f

Signed from Heworth by Leeds Rhinos in 1996. Used as

autility player alot last season but would like to make

the scrum-half berth his own. Atricky customer.
HITRO OKESENE -Prop

Nick-named 'The Maneater'. The giant Kiwi played for

Hull Sharks last season and was snapped up by Rovers

when his contract ended. Avery strong, bal l p laying
forward, who tackles with power.

STUART DICKENS -Prop

Incredibly at 18 has made the position his own. Must

have agreat future. Plays with power and experience
above his years. Avery good goal kicker. An Academy
international.

RICHARD

Hooker

Formerly played with Sheffield
Eagles. One of the best in the

game. Very lively about the

park. Last season scored 18

tries and kicked 83 goals to
become leading points scorer
f o r R o v e r s .

CHAPMAN

N E I L L O W E - S e c o n d R o w

Another young player who is agreat prospect. Academy
interhational with only one season under his belt. Looks

to have agreat future. Pace combined with asure
defence.

S T E V E C O O L E R - S e c o n d R o w

Another young player who forced his way into the team

at the end of last season. Again another young Rover
who looks an outstanding prospect.
RICHARD SLATER

Loose Forward

Atackling machine. The

l o n g e s t s e r v i n g p l a y e r o n
Feathers tone 's books , who
made the short journey from

Wakefield. An outstanding

defender, whose technique,

style and workrate are all
f a n t a s t i c . H e c o m b i n e s t h i s

with great ball handling. [

BRENDON TUUTA -Loose Forward

Toured Great Br i ta in wi th the Kiwi 's before jo in ing
Featherstone Rovers. ANew Zealand international who

has also played Super League for Castleford Tigers and

Warrington Wolves. Back for asecond spell with Rovers.
Hugely popular.
J A M I E C O V E N T R Y - S t a n d O f f

Has pace to spare. Avery relaxed player, defensively

sound and an outstanding stand-off. Had Super League
exper ience wi th Cast le ford Tigers and Huddersfie ld
Giants.

ASA AMONE -Utiiity Player

Tongan international. Very powerful. Signed from Halifax

Blue Sox. Turns many agame when coming off the
bench. Takes three or four men to stop him.
MICKY CLARKSON -Second Row

Another p layer f rom Wakefie ld Tr in i ty. Tremendous
worker. Fast and strong. Began his career with Stanley
Rangers.

DANNY EVANS -Utility Player

Can fill any pack position. Came through the Club’s
juniors. Powerful forward who always gives 100 per cent.

Strong family ties as his father and grand-father played
with the Club before him.

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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ARLEQUINS
Cabaret Bar

n Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖ English Horse Racing ❖

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Paikaub

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Pirque

Sail tu|o III

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranean

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

S'79 54 60

IM.
Garden

HABLCQaiNS
atNuti

O-

Coaporielt
Bar

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PUYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEo

LWJ
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DON YATES ^

Dawn Memory Lane >.
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a f e a t h e r s t o n e m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

=F=

□ I T M A Y B E b e c a u s e I a m

■growing old but there are

Icertain things in life which

H1am beginning to dislike.
HThe wearing of baseball

Hcaps the wrong way round;
Hthat dreadful noise which
I b l a s t s o u t a t S a l f o r d

Hunder the guise of pre-
■match entertainment;

Imobile phones ringing our
Ion railway trains; summer

Hrugby; I’ve never liked
HManchester United; field
■goals instead of dropped

■goals and, come to think

Iabout it, the wearing of
Ibaseball caps the right

speccies. The last right decision you made ref,

ye l led avo ice f rom the c rowd, ‘was when you pu t

the right boots on the right feet.’ And Rovers were

winning 31-0 at the time!!

Yes Featherstone is arugby town alright and

so i t was appropr ia te tha t , in 1987, when Papua-

N e w G u i n e a m a d e t h e i r fi r s t t o u r a g a i n s t

professional opposition, that tour began at Post

Office Road.The l ine up for that historic match was

a s f o l l o w :

Rovers: Chris Bibb; David Jones, Danny Beach, Ian

Smales, Richard Marsh; John Crossley, Deryck

Fox; Tim Blatter, Tony Staniforth, Gary Siddal, Alan

Dakin, Peter Smith &Paul Lyman. Substitutes,

Paul Geary &Keith Bell.

P-NG: Ma th ias K i t imun ; James Kap ia , Lau ta A to i ,

Bal Numapo, Kepi Saea, Darius Haili, Tony Kila;

Joe Tep, Roy Heni, Ati Lomutopa, Mathias Kombra,
Bernard Waketsi &Arebo Taumaku. Substitutes:

D a i r i K o v a e & T h o m a s R o m b u k .

The Kumuls displayed arefreshing brand of

attacking rugby that afternoon which brought

several bouts of spontaneous applause from an

app rec ia t i ve aud ience . S tand -o f f Da r i us Ha i l i had

the distinction of scoring the first try of the tour in
t h e s e v e n t h m i n u t e a n d M a t h i a s K o m b r a a d d e d

another shortly afterwards. Bal Numapo converted

both to put the Kumuls 12-2 in front, Deryck Fox

having landed apenalty for Rovers. Peter Smith

r e d u c e d t h e a r r e a r s b e f o r e h a l f t i m e a n d t h e n ,

during afive minute spell early in the second-half,

Ian Smales scored one try, converted it, and put
R i c h a r d M a r s h o v e r f o r a n o t h e r . R o v e r s w e r e 1 6 -

12 in front and heading for victory. However, the

Kumuls, with total disregard to what for them were

u n f a m i l i a r c o n d i t i o n s , t u r n e d t h e g a m e r o u n d i n

the closing quarter. Kepi Saea and Thomas

R o m b u k s c o r e d t r i e s , B a l N u m a p o c o n v e r t e d t h e

first and Papua-New Guinea had won 22-16.

We came away from the match having been

richly entertained, been present on an historic

o c c a s i o n , a n d w i t h m e m o r i e s o f r u g b y m a d

F e a t h e r s t o n e f u r t h e r e n h a n c e d .

■,'R '

:

way round.

There are certain things which do make life

tolerable. My grandson, even though he does wear

abaseball cap; travelling through Leigh where all

the playing fields have rugby posts, not soccer just

rugby league posts; the financial tangle which

rugby union has got itself into; eating dinner at the

Town House in Greaves Street; and Featherstone.

Yes, Ilove Featherstone. It’s arugby league

town. Even progress has not altered the fact that

F e a t h e r s t o n e i s a r u g b y l e a g u e t o w n . T h e

amalgamation of Travellers Saints and Jubilee has

r e s u l t e d i n a s u p e r b c o m p l e x a p p e a r i n g a t M i l l

P o n d S t a d i u m a n d a n e v e n b e t t e r t e a m c a i l e d

Featherstone Lions. The reconstruction of Post

O f fi c e R o a d h a s l e f t R o v e r s w i t h t w o s u p e r b

stands in abr i l l iant , compact , l i t t le ground but one

wh ich s t i l l has charac te r. Tha t qua in t scoreboard ,

manually operated, not aneon monstrosity. That

damned slope which Rovers have mastered so

tha t i t ’s more d i fficu l t to p lay down i t than up i t .

A n d t h e n t h e r e ’ s t h e s p e c t a t o r s . To t a l l y b i a s e d

and offering ferocious advice to visitors and

referee alike. Irecall visiting Post Office Road not

long ago when even Ithought the referee was

having agood game. Not so the Featherstone

manu fac tu red hyd rau l i c equ ipmen t f o r t he
w e r a n d A l a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

U S T E E R I N G T H E E U I T J R E
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

TEL:0161 624 82 18 FAX: 0161 6264945
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T O D A Y ' S G U E S T . .

E r i c F i t z s i m o n s
I W A T C H E D t h e “ r e - b i r t h ” o f O l d h a m R L F C a t

Spot land last year and Imust admit , I fe l t a

buzz as the red and white hoops crossed the

touchline at the start of the game. My first year

as aspectator in 22 years of the game of RL,

and suffering in my new role. My wife, Liz, had

the benefit of my expert game commentary.

Needless to say she’s pleased I’m back in the

g a m e n o w. T h a t g a m e w a s w o n o n s h e e r

enthusiasm. What agreat spectacle when the

underdog has his day ...the feelings flow from

field to terrace, players begin to ride the high

waves . . . tack les become easier, recovery is

quicker, you are in control and you can sense

victory. The performance had alittle hint of

Paddy Kirwan about it.

Tw o w e e k s a g o , B r a m l e y w e r e o n t h e

receiving end. Leigh Miners Rangers, coached

by my old mate Ian Taylor, really hit the high

w a v e s a n d d e f e a t e d u s b y t a k i n g t h e i r 3

chances. Bramley scored twice but “bombed”

ten others. And Iask myself “who would want
to be acoach”?

E r i c F i t z s i m o n s

E R I C F I T Z S I M O N S w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e

Oldham first team squad between 1978 and

1981. Threequarter and prolific goalscorer he

w a s o n e o f o n l y a h a n d f u l o f O l d h a m

goalkickers to kick more than 100 goals in a

season. Eric also played for Hunslet where he

is still their record goalscorer.
A s t h e O l d h a m C o a c h h e s u c c e e d e d i n

winning both the 1987/88 second division

Championship and the second division

Premiership Final vFeatherstone at Old
Trafford.

. . . a n d I a n s w e r m y s e l f

"Well, it’s better being here than in the crowd!”.

A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n f o r y o u : w h a t h a v e

Oldham, Lynx, Swinton and Bramley got in
common?

Answer: they are all squatters!

Who would have thought that ateam like

Oldham with such RL history and such aweight

of talent could end up squatters at asmaller

town which, until recently, were always viewed
a s a l so - ra n s t o O l d h a m. Th e re ’s n o t mu ch t o b e

gained from travelling down

(Bad) Memory Lane; the new

regime must a im to get i t

r igh t because, i f they do,

they’ll find awell of support.

Evidence of that support has

been demonstrated lately,

and regrettably, at aseries

of funerals ...Karl, Roy and

t h e n B r i a n . G o d B l e s s t h e m

a i l , t h e i r f a m i l i e s a n d t h e

people who travelled to
m o u r n w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s . . .

i t ’s astrong local f ratern i ty

and we should all be proud

to be apart of it. Oldham

l a d s f r o m L e e d s , S h e f fi e l d ,

Hull, St.Helens, Warrington,

1.. ' Continued on following page



TODAY'S GUEST ( c o n t i n u e d )

Eric Fitzsimons
Salford, Rochdale and Bramley were all there.

Look at the progress of other local successes;

Peter Deakin, ahuge success in the world of

Rugby in both codes; their kid, Steve were on’t

teily when th’Eagles won t'cup last year; Corky,

an influence on so many youngsters in the

Oldham area now playing roles in both codes;

Phil Larder, who’s got abig input in the RFU

N a t i o n a l s e t - u p ; R a y H i l l , t h e f r i e n d l i e s t

Marketing man in the world (and he’s not abad

Vets player either you know). Ithink sometimes

we can be too negative, just look at what we

have, and be proud of it!

Head on the b lock t ime ;

Mike Ford has agreat future as aCoach.

He ’s taken on ave ry d i f ficu l t j ob , bu t he ’s

handling it very well. It’s early days and as yet

he's still laying down foundations. "Two losses

from the first two games, how can you stick

your neck out with astatement like that, Eric?”

I t ’s easy to forecast when every th ing ’s

rosy in the garden I’ve never seen ateam make

as much progress in ashort space of time. He

ins i s t s on h igh s tandards and s t rong se l f -

discipline. He’s awinner, watch this space!

Eric Fitzsimons holds aloft the 1988 Second Division Premiership Cup along with Mel Graham.

Featherstone 26, Oldham 28.
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T H E I N C O R R I G I B L E

Iva Stateloose
Little Mo-Peep has lost his sheep

And doesn’t know where to find them;

Leave them alone, and they’ll come home,

Wagging their tails behind them.

There was ayoung winger called Mead

Very quick on his feet, yes indeed!

Could he go past ’em?

Or would he just blast 'em?
Or burn them all off with his speed?

Little Mo-Peep fell fast asleep,

And dreamt he heard them bleating;

But when he awoke he found it aJoke,

For they were at ameeting.

Asecond-row fon«ard named Shaw

Would always want to do more;
He’d follow the ball

And t ack l e t hem a l l

To prevent any kind of ascore.Then up he took his little crook.

Determined for to find them;

He found them indeed, but it made his heart bleed.

For they’d put his power behind them.

Awell-known player called Round

Could always gain lots of ground;

Quick off the mark,

He’d run down the park

Leaving tacklers

scattered ("A*
around. W ' V

It happened one day as Mo-Peep did stray

Into ameadow near by.

There he espied two leagues side by side.

Which brought atear to his eye.

He heaved asigh and wiped his eye,

And set off for the borders.

To try to forget his last lousy bet
To make little clubs obey orders.

T h e r e w a s a s c r u m - h a l f

called Brown

A n A u s s i e w h o w a s n e w

to the town;

His passing was

great

Fast, accurate, straight

Bringing Oldham a
certain touchdown.

So now Mo-Peep has cause to weep

As others rise to fame;

For his vision has gone to have only one

Super League of the Rugby League game.

I v a ’ s C h a l l e n g e :

Compose your own limerick. Best efforts will be published. Free rugby ball for the

ONE JUDGED TO BE BEST. ENTRIES FROM JUNIOR ROUGHYEOS ESPECIALLY WELCOME.

Closing dates for entries (return to Club Shop) Friday 19th March.

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !

Are You In the Roughyeds’ Great Weekly Lottery?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?

The prize starts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK
t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R

RECENTLY WON

£4500!!!
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

a

Get^

ASyndicate

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

AND EARN COMMISSION

V W H I L E Y O U p l a y ! >

All ^

T h i s f o r o n l y

V£1 AWEEK y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
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MICHAEL TURNER

Ik First Time-Last Time
■ 4

A W E L C O M E t o F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s f o r o u r day with the others coming from Evan Davies,

Maurice Tighe and Herman Hiiton. The goal kickers

seem to have had an off day with scrum half Tighe

only managing to convert two to the tries.
The return match at Featherstone amonth

la ter was amuch c loser a f fa i r w i th the Roughyeds

completing the double by means of aJim Finnerty

try. This was the only score of the match in a3-0
w i n f o r O l d h a m .

T h e O l d h a m t e a m f o r t h a t fi r s t m a t c h 7 7

years ago was as fo l lows: E . Knapman; J .

Finnerty, W. Hall, E. Davies, R. Farrar; J.

Donovan, M. Tighe; F. Brown, A. Tomkins, R.

Marlor, T. Rees, H. Hilton, J. Collins. Attendance:

7,000

open ing F i rs t D iv is ion “home” fix ture fo r the 1999

s e a s o n . I a m s u r e e v e r y o n e c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e

“ R o u g h y e d s ” w i l l b e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o a

continuation of the fine history of encounters

between these two famous members of the Rugby

League.

The first meeting between the clubs took

place at Watersheddings on February 18th 1922

(Rovers' first season as asenior club) with victory

going to the “Roughyeds” by 28 points to 5. Star
o f t h e s h o w f o r O l d h a m w a s t h e H a l i f a x b o r n

wingman Reg Farrar who crossed for five ties. This

was the season that Reg set the club try scoring
r e c o r d w i t h 4 9 t o u c h d o w n s , w h i c h w a s a l s o t h e

top tally for all of the Rugby League in the 1921-

22 season. In all Oldham scored eight tries that

T H E L A S T m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e c l u b s t o o k

place at Post Office Road on April 23rd 1995. This

was the last match of the 1994-95 campaign and
t h i s t i m e i t w a s R o v e r s t u r n t o c o m p l e t e t h e

double with a36-14 victory, having already won at

Watersheddings 20-10 earlier in the season. This

was the last game “Pre-Super League” and with

the c lubs to be inc luded a l ready decided, i t might

have been expected to be atame end of season

w i n d d o w n f o r t h e t w o t e a m s . N o t a b i t o f i t ! T h e

m a t c h w a s a b r u i s i n g e n c o u n t e r l i k e s o m a n y

before between these two great trans-Pennine

r iva ls and the heated exchanges culminated in the

d i s m i s s a l o f O l d h a m p r o p J a s o n T e m u fi v e

minutes from the end of the game. Frenchman

F r e d e r i c B a n q u e t h a d a m a t c h t o r e m e m b e r w i t h

s e v e n g o a l s a n d t w o t r i e s a n d t h e R o v e r s p a c k

was in dominant form with current "Roughyed”

skipper, Leo Casey leading the charge. The

Oldham po in ts came f rom th ree t r ies f rom Dar ren

Abram and Joe Faimalo with Paul Topping landing

three goals.

Oldham Team: P. Topping; A. Gouldbourne,

M. Neal, D. Abram, P. Davidson, S. Gartland, M.

Crompton; C. Richards, D. Stephenson, J. Temu,

G. Lord, J. Failmalo, M. Kuiti, Subs: G. Burns, D.

Bradbury. Attendance: 3,284

Martin Murphy breaks clear supported by Norman

Hodgk inson -O ldham vFea the rs tone Oc tobe r 2nd
1971.

It is hoped to continue this feature in the prograiviivie showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’.
I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n Wa l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l Tu r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and

Health &Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

Castle Hou se, Schofi el dStreet. 01 dh am ,0 L8 1QL

Tel : 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goo dw in

0/E
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O l d h a m C h a m b e r



IVILSONS TROPHIES
Hyneswood

Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

1 9 1 L E E S R D , O L D H A M

LANCS, 01.4 ILS

FAX: (0161) 628 605fi

e-mail: Trophics@dial.pipcx.com

FREEPHONE 0800 146 933
YES●TROPHY DI9C0UNT9

●FREE C0MPUTEW9ED ENGRAVING

Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

YES

YES●MAH ORDER 9PECIALI9T9

YES●TOP QUALITY AWARD9

●GLA99AWARD9 YES

●FREE CATALOGUE WITH PRICE9 YES

Fax:
RUGBY CLUB 9PECIALI9T9 YES

0161-627 4367
●9PECIAL OFFER9 Sr PR0M0TI0N9 YES

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds

For all your Trophy, Award and Presentation Requirements

Free engraving only applies uten trophies are purchased lonn Wilsons Trophies. Etching
on glass is extra. IT you require your dub motff and lettering please ring Tor aquote M

Engraving, and glass Etching, is completed on our premises.

Saddleworth Sports

AND School Uniform IITeVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE Roughyeds

S u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,
F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r

A L L M a , i o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o

C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f

School Uniform

Personal Service Guaranteed

M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

Manufacturers

of upholstery

fillings for over

acentury, Platt
&Hill make

foam and fibre

fillings of the

highest quality

right here in
Oldham.

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

Platt &Hill

^PLATT &HILL.
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS i

Belgrave Mill

Fitton Hill Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ● S w i t c h ●

Delta ●Solo ■Amex Tel .  0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408
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For the best coverage i
of a l l l oca l news and -

sport.

Read Roger
Flalstead’s news and

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.
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Pumps A
'x/

RIGHT AT THE HEART OF THINGS Y

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I N G - T & G

SAWN CARCASSING -BEADING

P E R I O D N O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

H A N D R A I L - I f . D . E P R O F I L E S

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

BLOCKBAORD -HARDBOARD

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

A s a p p r o v e d d i s t r i b u t o r f o r

many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
and unrivalled technical

expertise

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

///A
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



DON YATES

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u c b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

AFTER THE disappointing defeat at Batiey two weeks ago, Oidham wili be hoping to

turn things round this evening when Featherstone Rovers visit Spotland for

Oldham’s first home league match of the 1999 campaign. Rfteen years ago, on

Sunday 19th February 1984, Whitehaven were able to turn things round in

spectacular fashion. In those days, of course, professional rugby league was
played in the winter and Whitehaven were preparing for their 24th match of

the season. The previous twenty three matches had all ended in defeat

with no fewer than 793 points conceded. Unfortunately Whitehaven's next

opponents were Oldham and the Roughyeds crashed to a42-8 defeat at

the Recreation Ground. Loose forward Milton Huddart led the scoring
spree with ahattrick of tries in what was adismal afternoon for the

Roughyeds.

It was on this day in 1993, Friday 19th February, that centre Darren

Abram was signed by Oldham from Rochdale Hornets. Abram enjoyed

over four years with the Roughyeds during which time he made 127

appearances and scored 64 tries and 11 goals. He moved on to

Lancashire Lynx in December 1997 after the previous Oldham club folded.

Four years later, on Wednesday 19th February 1997, another centre was

on the move although the move was from rugby league to rugby union. The

player concerned was Vaiga Tuigamala who, after three successful years with

Wigan, joined Newcastle RUFC. Tuigamala had joined Wigan from New Zealand

rugby union in January 1994 and he made 102 appearances for the pie-eaters,

scoring 62 tries and 3goals. He represented Western Samoa in the 1995 World

Championships. On the same day Wednesday 19th February 1997, it was announced

that Richard Branson had bought 20% of the shares in the London Broncos. Branson’s

interest and involvement in rugby league was abig boost to the game, so if anyone

knows of another millionaire looking to invest in rugby league, point him in the direction
o f C h r i s H a m i l t o n .

The weather on that Wednesday, 19th February 1997 was not too clever. As a

result, the Standard Cup semi-final between Higginshaw and Waterhead, which was

scheduled to be staged at Saddleworth, was postponed because of awater logged

pitch. Two years previously, on Sunday 19th February 1995, aStandard Cup semi final

did go ahead as scheduled at Hollinwood where Saddleworth Rangers defeated

Waterhead 18-2. On Saturday 19th February 1994, St. Annes crashed out of the

National Conference League Cup when they lost aquarter final tie at Walney Central by

22 points to 4.

It was the first round of the Challenge Cup on Saturday 19th February 1938 with

the Roughyeds facing Batiey at Watersheddings. It proved aclose fought and exciting

encounter which looked like going Oldham’s way as the match moved into stoppage

time. The Roughyeds led 7-6 with stand-off Mick Downey having scored the only try of the

match and full-back Tommy Rees adding acouple of goals. Loose-forward George Brown

had landed three penalties for Batiey to keep them in contention but then, with the last

kick of the match, scrum-half Dicky Ralph dropped agoal, worth two points in those days,

so Batiey went through 8-7. Finally, just to prove that it hasn't all been doom and gloom for

Oldham on February 19th, in 1989 the Roughyeds beat Hull 9-7 in ahome First Division
match.

Hi?

Wherever you see this sign you con be assured
of on efficient and professional approach

to any p roper ty ma t te r

7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middlaton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER

DUTTON
E S TAT E A G E N T S

Tel . 0161 652 1234 VA L U E R S A N D URVEYORS
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ROUCHYEDS

Sfl Alliance Div One
This season the newly formed Alliance team will play

IN Division One of the Alliance and all home games

WILL BE PLAYED AT CASTLETON GABRIELS F.C.

❖❖❖

Their Butterworth Park Ground is at the junction

of Heywood Road and Chadwick Road, Castleton.

❖❖❖

To get there take the A627M at Chadderton,

coming off at the first turning sign posted

Middleton (Siattocks Link Road). Turn right at the

roundabout into Middieton Road towards

Castleton, keeping ‘All in One Garden Centre’ on

your right, under the M62 and through the lights.

Pass Castleton Railway Station on the left go over

the railway bridge and turn immediate left into

Heywood Road. The ground is 300 yards on the

right.

Graeme Bradley -new Alliance Coach

Alliance First Division Fixtures

Feb 24 Le igh Centur ions A
M a r 3 S w i n t o n L i o n s A

17 Batley Bulldogs H

31 Hunslet Hawks H

April 8Featherstone R. A

14 Dewsbury Rams H

24 West Cumbria A

M a y 5 K e i g h l e y C o u g a r s H

13 Dewsbury Rams A

19 Swinton Lions H

29 Barrow B. R.

J u n e 1 0 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s A

19 Batley Bulldogs A
23 Featherstone R. H

July West Cumbria H (Date to be con')

1 Keighley Cougars A

10 Barrow B. R.

14 Hunslet Hawks A

31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd

A u g 4 L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s H

14 Alliance Challenge Cup -2nd Rnd

18 Rochdale Hornets H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup -3rd Rnd

Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final

25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

THERE ARE 2Alliance Leagues this season to

be known as the Championship and the First

Di v i s i on . The re w i l l be 2 5 c l u bs i n t o t a l w i t h 14

teams in the Championship and 11 in the First.

The Championship is made up primarily of

t h e S u p e r L e a g u e r e s e r v e s i d e s w i t h t h e

exception being the inclusion of Widnes.
G a t e s h e a d w i l l n o t fi e l d a s e c o n d t e a m i n t h i s

their inaugural season.

Lancashire Lynx, Bramley, York, Doncaster
and Hul l KR wi l l a lso not field reserve teams th is

season.

A

P r o m o t i o n i s o n e u p a n d o n e d o w n

providing the promoted club meet the minimum

ground requirement criteria. Hemel Hempstead
f o r i n s t a n c e w o n t h e A l l i a n c e F i r s t D i v i s i o n l a s t

season but having failed this season to secure

ag round t ha t mee ts t he Leagues m in imum

standard w i l l p lay ins tead in the Sou thern
Conference.

Clubs are required to include in the squad

8players under 21 years of age. The following
s e a s o n t h i s w i l i i n c r e a s e t o 1 0 a n d t h e s e a s o n

a f t e r t h a t t o 1 2 .

H

PERSONAL EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999

26



AcusPom focused service Po Pk waPer iudusPrtj
Management &Direct
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s

Water Meter Instal lat ion &Maintenance

Pre Installation Sun/eys

Installation of Automatic Meter

Reading Systems

Diligence Testing
N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
"New Earth House' 159 Huddersfield Road, Oldham. OL1 3PA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s

Water Leak Detection &Repair

Water Supply Pipe Tracing

Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0161 678 6354 Fax ;0161 628 5197

e-mail info@newearth.co.uk

amember of the

iNTEX ISO 9002 MnOHN.

Delivery Management
and Support Sen/ices

oFommoTioti
REGISTERED CXIMPAMY

A t l a n t i c G r o u p P l c BSENIS09002 CeftificateNo.9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O
Chartered Accountants

Registered Auditors

●Trust Accounting

●Computer Services and Advice

*Government and Local Authority

*Grant Applications
●Confe rence and Seminar Room

Available by Appointment

With over 25 years in the profession we are
ideally qualified to provide advice to all sizes

of business, to include all aspects

of accountancy, auditing, taxation, etc.

ESPECIALLY YOUR SELF

ASSESSMENT PROBLEMS

F O R Y O U R F R E E I N I T I A L

CONSULTATION

TELEPHONE

Stephen HowardIJohn Mills

Preparation of Accounts ●

Taxat ion Advice ●

Auditing ●

Payroll, Bookkeeping and VAT Services *

Management and Financial Service ●
New Business Presentat ions ●

Partners: John Mills llb, fca, fcca &Stephen Howard fcca

LIBRARY CHAMBERS, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 1ND

T e l e p h o n e 0 1 6 1 3 6 6 6 5 3 5 F a x 0 1 6 1 3 6 7 8 5 8 4
Authorised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales to carry on Investment Business
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SLLIMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANYBODY

COULD HAVE.

Sliimberland
S l u m b e r l a n d Q u a l i t y G r o u p

Eor adeepei’, sounder sleep



STAFF PROFILE

Scott Claber
back to where it belongs.
What do you enjoy about your job?

M e e t i n g p e o p i e . T h e c i u b h a s s o m e

t r e m e n d o u s i y d e d i c a t e d s u p p o r t e r s w h o

back the club to the hilt. They understand
our s i tuat ion and cont inue to show support .

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e r e i s a l s o a n e l e m e n t

who like to knock everything but offer no

ideas and no realism. They do not realise the

h a r d w o r k t h a t i s r e q u i r e d t o r u n a r u g b y
club.

How do you see Oldham developing in the
future?

Hopefu l l y w i th s t rong foundat ions and
common sense management the club will get

stronger and stronger. Iwould love to see us

one day signing the best young players from

within the town and see us playing at the top
level.

What would you do to improve R.L. in

general?

The game is crying out for strong leadership

and di rect ion. Iwould love somebody to say

this is the format and we are going to stick

with it for the next five years.

Hobbies/favourite relaxation:

Spending time with my girlfriend, Catherine.

Watching rugby and football, reading, going
to concerts and having the occasional drink!
Favourite film:

The Godfather

Favourite TV:

Auf Wiedersein Pet, Our Friends in the North,

I’m Alan Partridge.
Favourite music:

Depeche Mode. Various 60’s and 80’s music

Favourite reading:

John Harvey, Ian Rankin and of course Roger
Halstead!!

Favour i te o ther R.L. c iub/ground:

Ground has to be Watersheddings. So many

memories and great atmosphere, especially
night games. Also like the quiet, relaxing

atmosphere of Post Office Road.

Favour i te other spor t :

Football.

Name:

Scott Claber

Age:
26

Born at:

Oldham

Educated at:

Counthill School, Oidham

Qualifications:

8 G C S E s , 1 ‘ A’ L e v e l , B A ( H o n s ) B u s i n e s s
Studies

Prev ious employment :

L i t t lewoods Home Shopp ing and Boots The
Chemist

Fi rs t in terest in or invo lvement wi th Rugby

League:

Going to Watersheddings with my family. My

grandparents have watched Oldham for over
fi f t y y e a r s . F e e l s l i k e I h a v e a s w e l l
sometimes!!

Current job and responsibiiities:

Actual title is Lottery Manager but we all muck
in. Irun “The Saturday Yankee’’ and liaise with

our agents and members.

Ambitions/future plans:
To h a v e a s u c c e s s f u l c a r e e r a n d s e e O l d h a m

Speedy H i r e Cen t res (No r t he rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season
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Match by Match Analysis 1999

®®®“S’8 12

”I II
JANUARY

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879

17 Widnes

Mead Farrell G Quinlan Jackman McNichoias C r o o k

Jackman McNichoias C r o o k

J a c k m a n M c N i c h o i a s C r o o k G

Barker

Barker

Farrell

Casey

Round

Round

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T Shaw Varley Martindale

Martindale

C o u l t e r T

Coulter

Coulter

Bostock

Leuila T

Prescott

Barker

Prescott Round

Fitzpatrick A.N.Other

A.N.Other TFitzpatrick

CleggL6-12 2500 Mead IT F a r r e l l

L12-34 1000 A.N.Other M e a d

Leuila

Leuila

Shaw Quinlan 1G

Clegg Shaw Quinlan G

FEBRUARY

1ECCLES CC 3rd Rd W26-7 1764

7Bat ley Bu l ldogs

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd W18-1D 1620

19 FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H7.45

28 Whitehaven CC 5th Rd

MARCH

7HullK. R.

14 BARROW B.B.

21 Hunslet Hawks

MinutSG M e a d 2 T

Minut

Minut2G Mead IT

Leuila Bostock McNichoias Crook B r o w n I T

Bostock McNichoias C r o o k

B o s t o c k M c N i c h o i a s J a c k m a n B r o w n 1 T 1 G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Shaw Coulter Jackman Round Peralta Prescott IT P e r r e t l

Perrett Peral ta

Quinlan

LO-30 1018 Mead Leuila

Leuila

Brown Clegg Shaw Quinlan Jackman Coulter

Coulter

Prescott

Clegg IT Shaw Perrett Martindale Prescott

A

H <z>

,e- p-o

.6 J- ,<z?A ,o

///>'///^ i ” . i - ' .
<&“ <? < 5 ° ^^^

F9 Sj28 WIDNES VIKINGS H
■k-

is SOSOAPRIL

2Doncaster Dragons

5LEIGH CENTURIONS

SO SO

A

H Barrow

Batley

Bramley

Dewsbury

Doncaster

18-12

A11 Bramley
30-0

25 YORK H

MAY

1 S I L K C U T C C F i n a l

Featherstone 32-12

Hull KR3Rochdale Hornets

9Keighley Cougars

23 Swinton Lions

30 WHITEHAVEN W.

A

A

Hunslet
A

Keighley

Lancashire

42-16
H

JUNE 13-12

6Workington Town

13 ROCHDALE HORNETS

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS

A

Leigh

OLDHAM

16-12

H (Boundary Park)

H7.45

Rochdale27 Featherstone Rovers A

JULY
Swinton 10-21

4HULLK. R. K

Whitehaven

Widnes

Workington

11 Barrow B.R.

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS H7.45

AUGUST

8Leigh Centurions

A

H 30-12

A

14-21

York

A



<?s
JT>-

O

ir

>

H
tn
CO

Oldham Council is proud to celebrate

the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.

The Council is committed to continuing the good work

of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,

environmental, educational and recreational aspirations
into the new Millennium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
locat ion and exce l lent communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.
* ■

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512

email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk
web-site www.oldham.gov.uk

●●●●●●●●● ' ^●-  ’

'1' -

■■  ■■

O L D H A M C J O D D
t ■

Metropolitan Borough O



T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s

C o a c h : M i c k C o a t e s

ILaurent MINUT

2Adrian MEAD

3Aft LEUILA ! i i

4Josh BOSTOCK | |
5Joe McNICHOLAS j
6Emmerson JACKMAN

7Daniel BROWN | i j

8Leo CASEY | |
9John HOUGH ;

10 Jason CLEGG

IIGraeme SHAW j i

12 Mark PERRETT | |
13 Mick MARTINDALE ; i |

14 Gary COULTER 16 Brian QUINEAN
15 Mike PRESCOTT 17 Emmanuel PERALTA

Match

Reddish Demolition

Associate Match

Neil Gibbison

Man of the Match

Saturday Yankee

Promotions

F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R ST o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s
MMS.

Coach: Kevin Hobbs

IMatthew BRAMALD

2Jamie STOKES

3Carl HALL

4Martin LAW

5Ian THOMPSON

6Ryan HORSLEY

7Paddy HANDLEY
8Stuart DICKENS

9Richard CHAPMAN

10 Hitro OKESENE

IINeil LODGE

12 Steve DOOLER

13 Richard SLATER

Today’s Referee
M r C . A . M o r r i s

i*

Touch Judges
Mr P. Taylor &

Mr P. Brooks

Reserve Mr D. Anse l l 14 Jamie COVENTRY 16 Asa AMONE

15 Danny EVANS 17 Micky CLARKSON
m‘

A F T E R T H E N A T C H V I S I T N R W R I C L E Y S


