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AFTER the disappointment of recent weeks we now

find ourselves playing our last game of the season

for l i t t le else other than pride. It is unfortunate the

way things have gone because the season had

promised much over the last six months. To end up

with nothing is hard to accept but it

also beggars the question ...have

we ended up with nothing?

My answer to that is, certainly

not, although the playing side of
t h e C l u b h a s n o t a c h i e v e d w h a t

everybody, and that is including the

players, hoped it would do it is off
the field where Iwould like to think

that significant progress has been

made. From afan ’s po in t o f v iew I

accept that it is sometimes difficult

to see beyond what the team

a c h i e v e s o n t h e fi e l d . F r o m o u r

perspective, as aBoard, we obviously see things

di fferent ly and there wi l l hopeful ly be some

developments over the course of the next few
w e e k s w h i c h w i l l i n d i c a t e t h a t w e h a v e b e e n

tightrope and to have achieved that Iwould suggest

is to have made significant progress in our first
year. We made acommi tment to yourse lves a t the

outset to be honest. Ifeel that we have done this

and it is our intention to continue in this way. Iam

sure that many of you are only too

wel l aware of the ser ious problems

that the game is facing and that

h a s c e r t a i n l y n o t h e l p e d u s t o

s tab i l i se t he C lub i n i t s f o rma t i ve

months. Although promotion has

not been achieved the players have

given their all and on behalf of

everybody at the Club we thank
t h e m f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s .

The support we have received

throughout the season has been
t remendous and we apprec ia te the

backing each and every one of you

J u s t a s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s e n d ahas given us
season anew ray of hope springs ready for each

coming season. The Board has learned an
enormous amount during this season and we now

start planning for next year.

Finally congratulations to York for securing one

of the three promotion spots. They have deserved
i t o v e r t h e s e a s o n a n d w e w i s h t h e m w e l l n e x t

working continuously since the Club was formed to

achieve much more than just putting ateam on the

pitch.

As well as doing all the day-to-day things

involved in operating aClub we have ensured that
the Club has not p laced i tsel f on afinancial

year.

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L l I D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
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D r P. K e r s h a w

Chairman

Christopher Flamilton

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stuart Flardacre

Sean Whitehead

Media &Market ing Manager (Hon)
Brian Walker

Club Secretary

Michele Fitzpatrick
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Neil Gibbison
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C h r i s O t t
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The views expressed in this MATCHDAy'magazine bd' Ndf TlECESSARILY REFLECT those'OF
THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.
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IF the Oldham

board thought the
autumn of 1997

w a s a b u s y o n e ,

w h e n t h e y w e r e

building up for the
launch of the new

c l u b , t h e y c a n

expect the 1998

version of the

season of mists

and

f r u i t f u l n e s s t o b e

p o s i t i v e l y t a i l o r
m a d e f o r t h e

c l u b w h i c h e x p i r e s o n D e c e m b e r 3 1 s t , a

date at which players aged 24 or over

automatically become free agents under

t h e t e r m s o f t h e n e w B o s m a n - t y p e

legislation.

Oldham, therefore, must decide which

players they wish to keep and then set

about the task of making them offers for

next year.

As if that little lot wasn’t enough there

are on-going plans in the pipeline for other

schemes, connected with the futuremellow

development of the club, which have not

yet been revealed.

That, then, is apotted version of what
n e e d s t o b e d o n e o n t h e d o m e s t i c s c e n e .

A t R F L a n d F A S D A l e v e l s t h e r e a r e a l s o

major decisions to be made which will have

adirect influence of the future prospects of

the Roughyeds.

Asub-committee of the RFL, which

includes Oldham's Chairman, is currently

c o n s i d e r i n g t h e a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r

membership of Division Two by Fiemel

F l e m p s t e a d a n d o n e o t h e r c l u b , w h o s e

identity has not yet been revealed.

FASDA, meanwhile, is working hard to
d e v i s e a fi x t u r e f o r m u l a f o r t h e 1 9 c l u b s

currently outside Super League, to continue

the debate on areturn to winter rugby and
to decide how best to allocate the £10.8m

a v a i l a b l e t o F A S D A c l u b s a s a o n e - o f f

payment.

The Roughyeds Chairman wi l l have

plenty to say at those crucial meetings and

Ihave no doubt he will also be taking more

than apassing interest in the outcome of

the proposed public inquiry to be held soon

in to the need fo r anew mul t i -purpose

sports stadium in the town.

I t a l l a d d s u p t o a n a u t u m n a l c l o s e

season of high drama for Roughyeds’ fans,

who should be suppl ied with plenty of

information to keep rugby to the forefront

during the winter lay-off.

workaholic.

At club level. Chairman Christopher
F l a m i l t o n a n d h i s t h r e e f e l l o w D i r e c t o r s w i l l

have to go into conference soon to decide

upon asenior coach to succeed Paddy
Kirwan.

A r e v i e w o f t h e c l u b ’ s c o a c h i n g

a r r a n g e m e n t s h a s b e e n p r o m i s e d a f t e r

today’s final Second Division game of the

season against York.

Mick Coates, Paddy’s No. 2for most of

the season, stepped into the breach when

Kirwan was dismissed afortnight ago.

N o w , t h e D i r e c t o r s m u s t d e c i d e

whether Mick is the man for the Job on a

p e r m a n e n t b a s i s o r w h e t h e r t h e c l u b

should look outside the Roughyeds camp
f o r i t s n e x t t e a m b o s s .

If they opt for the latter course and

advertise the job I’m sure there will be no

shortage of applications from coaches who

must recognise the club’s potent ial for

future growth in atown that is steeped in

Rugby League.

There will be enough decisions to be

made on coaching alone to keep the four

D i r e c t o r s o c c u p i e d f o r m o s t o f w h a t

remains of September.

Then come the players. Each of the

Roughyed’s players has adeal with the

CD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and s la tes

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Uni t E l Brooks ide Business Park

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161655 4041/3783

Fax 0161 655 4043

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

HAMILTON

COMPANY

ACCOUNTANTS ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
7Ret i ro S t ree t , O ldham OL1 1SA

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Tel 0161 624 2550

Fax 0161 6211084
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LEVER’S Oldham Joinery
Nanufacturers

FISH Ff CHIPS
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit

For prompt &personal attention

Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602

BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ■OLDHAM

Trade Welcome

Best Wishes

TO

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham

Mon-Sat 11.00-5.30

MERCEDES-BENZ

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

NEW &USED SPARES

D r o n s fi e l d s ( O l d h a m )

Delph New Road

Delph
01457 871717

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●



Don Yates

On This Day
Don Yates recalls this day in history

It was on this day in 1956, Thursday

6th September, that Lancashire defeated
Cumberland 42-21 in aCounty

Championship match at Central Park,

Wigan. Oldham winger Terry O’Grady
s c o r e d f o u r t r i e s f o r L a n c a s h i r e a n d h i s

cen t re A lan Dav ies a l so sco red a t r y.

Another Roughyed in the Lancashire side
w a s s c r u m - h a l f F r a n k P i t c h f o r d w h i l s t t h e

Cumbrian pack included prop Sid Lit t le

(O ldham) and second- rower Geoff

Robinson, then of Whitehaven but later of
Oldham.

TFIE record point scorer of the York club is

Vic Yorke, acapable prop-forward who,

between 1954 and 1967, scored 2,159

points for the Minstermen including 1,060

goals. It was on this day in 1958,

Saturday 6th September, that Yorke played

asignificant role in aremarkable league
match i n wh i ch Yo rk de fea ted Wh i t ehaven

37-24. Second-row forward Basil Watts

s c o r e d t h r e e o f t h e fi v e Yo r k t r i e s t h a t

a f t e r n o o n b u t i t w a s V i c Yo r k e w h o t o o k

the eye with eleven successful goal kicks.

Another unusual scoring feat occurred

six years previously, on Saturday 6th

September 1952, when Bradford Northern

defeated Batley 64-5.

Fifty-eight of Bradford’s points that day

were scored by New Zealanders. Full-back

Joe Phillips led the rout with atry and 14

goals whilst other Kiwi scorers were Bob

Flawes (4 tries). Jack McLean (3 tries) and

Bill Seddon (2 tries). Playing aless

significant role in that match was John Etty
who was on the wing for Batley before

moving to Oldham.
T h e s e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d K i w i s w o u l d

have been useful to the 1961 New

Zealand tourists who, on Wednesday 6th

September, lost 21-11 against Yorkshire

on the Fiull KR ground. Playing scrum-half
f o r Yo r k s h i r e t h a t e v e n i n g w a s J e f f

Stevenson o f York wh i ls t h is s tand-o f f was

Alan Kellett of Oldham.

T h e A u s t r a l i a n t o u r i s t s o f 1 9 3 3 a n d

1952 suffered no such problems. On

W e d n e s d a y 6 t h S e p t e m b e r 1 9 3 3 t h e

Kangaroos beat Bramley 53-6 with winger

Alan Ridley scoring four of their 13 tries

and on Saturday 6 th September 1952

prop-forward Albert Paul scored three of
t h e i r 1 2 t r i e s w h e n t h e A u s t r a l i a n s w o n

54-4 at Keighley.

Friday 6th September 1968 was a

memorable day in the career of Phil Larder
for it was on that day that he made his

debut for Oldham, scoring atry in a17-5

Lancashire Cup-tie victory over Rochdale

F l o r n e t s a t t h e A t h l e t i c G r o u n d s . I t w a s

perhaps appropriate that the other Oldham

try scorers that evening were winger Mike
El l i o t t and hooke r Kev in Tay lo r, bo th

players who showed great loyalty to the

Roughyeds. Larder was signed from Sale
RUFC and spent 12 years with Oldham,

appearing in 328 matches and scoring
111 tries and 475 goals for atotal of

1,283 points. Fie then had aspell with
Whitehaven before moving into coaching

w i t h W i d n e s , S h e f fi e l d E a g l e s a n d

Keighley as well as the Great Britain team.
Anothe r p laye r who was to coach

Great Britain later in his career, El lery

Flanley, switched clubs on this day in

1991, Friday 6th September. Flanley joined
Leeds from Wigan that day in a£250,000
deal which was arecord for the Headingley

club. Flanley made 114 appearances for
the Loiners and scored 106 tries, aterrific

ra t io fo r a loose- fo rward . A f te r leav ing

Leeds, Flanley moved to Australia where

l a s t s e a s o n h e w a s p l a y i n g f o r t h e
Balmain club.

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



C o m m e n t s f r o m
r

FHE COACH
AWARM welcome to York our visitors s e n t i m e n t a r e w h a t c o u n t . I a l s o

today. Ibelieve our toughest match believe that when we put our game

of the season was when we travelled together we can beat anyone in this

t o R y e d a l e S t a d i u m a n d I d o n o t d i v i s i o n ,

expect today to be any different, with

York aiming at the Championship

and ourselves striving to finish on a

winning note.

Ido not believe that

it has been avery long

season, especially when

y o u c o n s i d e r t h a t w e

h a v e p l a y e d o n l y 2 0

league games (and the

Trans-Pennine Final).

There have, and I’m

sure you will agree,

c e r t a i n l y b e e n s o m e t w i s t s a n d

t u r n s ! T h e fi r s t t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e

s e a s o n w a s o b v i o u s l y w h e n w e

r e c o r d e d o u r b e s t r e s u l t s . A f t e r

raising expectation levels It was a

shame that we slipped off the pace

and found ourselves on the fringe of

the promotion race.

Ican certainly put hand on heart

and say we are abetter side than we

have been showing, but in

professional rugby, results and not

My debu t p rog ramme p iece i s

w r i t t e n a f t e r t w o d e f e a t s . T h e r e a r e

some fine players here at Oldham

w h o I a m s u r e w i l l h a v e

a s u c c e s s f u l c a r e e r a t a

higher level.

A l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f

the lads are only young

and have alot of rugby

ahead of them.

Hopefully today they will

play with plenty of fire in

t h e i r b e l l i e s a n d h a v e a

real desire to win and, if anybody is

answering prayers, then the ball will

bounce our way!

Last, but certainly not least, on

behalf of myself and the players we

would like to thank you all for your

magnificent support throughout the

season.

You really do deserve something

to shout about and we will be doing

our best for you this afternoon.

M i c k C o a t e s

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1998

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
MEETING THE NEEDS OF FAMIL IES FOR OVER E IGHTY YEARS

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

T)rr

ULiLj
Drr

ULjLj
Founded 1914

founded 1914

\family finance \family finance

CD OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB %
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B E A N

EARLY BIRD

AND CATCH

T H E K I W I S

BLAINEY’S

BAKERS
1 s t To s t S a t u r d a y 3 1 s t O c t o b e r 1 9 9 8

McAlpino Stadium, Huddersfield

0n

High Class Bakers
and Confectioners

9 2 n d T e s t S a t u r d a y 7 t h N o w o m b c r 1 9 9 8

R e e b o k S t a d i u m , B o l t o n

3 r d Te s t S a t u r d a y 1 4 t h N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 8

Vicarage Road, Watford

ftPULTS £17
CIS

CONCESSIONS
£9 £8 £5

H E L P E R S C 1 0 & D I S A D L E D F R E E A T A L L M A T C H E S

73, Lees Road

Oldham.

3

Ru^by Leag\ue

9
8

S^ies
GAEAT BRtTAIN V ZCAtAND

Ticket HOTLINE

0113 232 9444Tel : 0161 -624-7391
F r i d a y 9 . O O a t i.OOnmMonday

Medbck
LIMITED

The Medlock Team wish the Oldham players, staff and

directors every success for the future and look forward to

us being amajor force in Rugby once again

CD
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
\Ne may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental

Surgeon

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

● C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will

do it for you ?)

●Lottery

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

St John’s St reet Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306Tel 01457 872108

Hyneswood

Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:

0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:

0161-627 4367

V1

Oldham Roughyeds



Junior

Roughyeds
Sponsored
by Broadham
Plant Hire

Plant Hire for sponsoring the Junior Roughyeds this
season and providing amatch shirt for each mascot.

HI TO ALL YOU JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS

We wish to send out awarm Oldham Rugby League

welcome to a l l the Players, Suppor ters and Junior
members of York on their first visit to Boundary Park.

We would like to send out Happy Birthday wishes to

the following Junior Roughyeds who have birthdays in

September:
Zoe Buckiey
Emma Buckley

Megan Hartley
Kieran Aitken

J a m e s P e m b e r t o n

Lee Reed

Maria Holmes

To m S l a t e r

Freddie Fallas

M a r k B r o c k l e h u r s t

Jordan Hamilton

Thank you.

Here's what some of our lucky Mascots thought of their

day as Mascot:

S A M K E R S H A W - W H A T A D A Y ! ! !

When Iwas standing at the top of the p layers
entrance Iwas very nervous. When the players had

finished warming up Iwent onto the pitch and had my

photo taken with my favourite player (Paul Round). Ithen
went back into the players entrance, the ref blew his

whistle to signal the players to come out of the dressing
rooms.

9th September
15th September
15th September

16th September

24th September
24th September

24th September
24th September

27th September
27th September

30th September

It seemed ages before Workington finished going out
of the players entrance. Then Neil Flanagan advanced
round the corner. Iknew what Ihad to do. Icame out to a

loud cheer, Iwarmed up with the players and went to the
c e n t r e a n d s h o o k t h e h a n d s o f t h e o f fi c i a l s a n d t h e

Workington capatin. We won the toss ahd Mr Flanagan
said "We'll stay the same”. Iwent back to the line and
stood with Red Ed and all of the players for aminutes
silence. Then Iran off.

We won the game 12-9. WELL DONE LADSlil

W e l c o m e t o o u r M a s c o t o f t h e d a y E M M A

CAMERON. Emma is 8years old and her favourite player
i s A fi L e u i l a . E m m a w a s t h r i l l e d t o b e c h o s e n a s M a s c o t .

We hope you enjoy your day.

JUNIOR ROUGHYED PLAYER OF THE SEASON

The Junior Roughyeds have voted for their player of

the season, it was avery close contest between Micky
Edwards and Afi Leui la -but Afi won by two votes.

Congratulations Afi.

Here are aselection of comments made by the Junior

Roughyeds about Micky Edwards.
● H e ' s d e a d h a r d

●He’s got pace and he gives 100% in every game
●He’s the player who has played the best throughout the

season

●He is outstanding and Ilike how he plays

●When he gets the ball Oldham always attack

●He’s agood player, he is funny and he is friendly
●He does agreat impression of Grant Mitchell!

H e r e a r e a s e l e c t i o n o f c o m m e n t s a b o u t t h e w i n n e r - A fi

Leuila

●He’s good at playing and he is friendly
●He's good at passing the ball and scoring tries
●Ilike his fast running down the wing
●He scores some good tries

●He is agood strong player and if given the right chance
he can run like the wind

●Afi is fast, tough and good
●H e i s b r i l l !

●He gives 100% in every game he plays and was funny
when 1met him.

The presentation for the Junior Roughyed player of

the season will be made at the presentation evening to be
held on Friday 25th September at the Queen Elizabeth
Hall.

KELLY HULBERT

Ke l l y Hu lbe r t was the Masco t aga ins t Ba t l ey

Bulldogs away on the 23rd August.

n
NIGEL SCOTT

Nige l was the Mascot aga ins t
Doncaster on the 16th August.

S A M A B B O T T - M Y D AY

It was avery hot sunny day. Ihad alot on my mind

and Iwas quite nervous when we got there and Ididn't
know where to go. Ifelt great though.

When we finally got in we went in the changing

rooms of the Roughyeds. Ifelt really silly. Iwas in the
wrong colour kit because Barrow play in blue and white
and our away kit is the same colour. So we had to get a
shirt off someone in the crowd. Ifelt brilliant when Ihad

the right kit. Iwent on the pitch and the Ref said to our

player if 1was playing and he said hopefully in the future.

JAMES HITCHINSON (Aged 8) -MY DAY AS MASCOT

As Iarrived at the ground with my family Iwas very
excited at being the Roughyheads mascot. Imet Caroline

and she took me to the players entrance. Here Iwas
introduced to ’’Red Ed the Roughyhead” he was really

funny and gave me an autographed programme.
Before the game Ihad my photograph taken with

Micky Edwards my favourite player. My big moment was
nearly here. The Oldham players came out of their

changing room. Andy Procter gave me the ball. Ithen led
the team out onto the pitch. Ifelt so proud. Ishook hands
wi th the Doncaster capta in and the match offic ia ls

following which Itossed the coin.
Ihad afabulous day and thank all those involved at

O l d h a m R u g b y L e a g u e a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e J u n i o r
Roughyheads.

B R O A D H A M P L A N T H I R E

A s t h e s e a s o n c o m e s t o a c l o s e I w o u l d l i k e t o

congratulate all the lucky Junior Roughyeds who were
chosen as Mascots over the season. They all did a
tremendous Job on the day and Iknow they all enjoyed it.

Well done all of you and good luck to the other Junior

Roughyeds. It may be your turn next season to be chosen.
Iwould like to take this opportunity to thank Broadham Debra Rafferty

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Phil Larder

GUEST WRITER
One of the great at t ract ions of the 1970s was the

wing partnership of Mike Eliiott and Phil Larder. A

m u c h u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d p l a y e r , L a r d e r w a s a fi n e

attacking centre and goalkicker. Short, perhaps,

o f that b i t o f ‘dev i l ’ that put the l ikes o f Les Dy l

and Syd Hynes in front of him. Larder nevertheless

h a d t h e q u a l i t y t o b e c l o s e t o G r e a t B r i t a i n

selection. Nationally, however, Phil became better

known after his retirement, for it was in his various

ro les as RL Di rec tor o f Coach ing, ass is tant coach

t o M a l c o l m R e i l l y a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y a s G r e a t

B r i t a i n C o a c h i n h i s o w n r i g h t , t h a t h e b e c a m e

a r g u a b l y t h e m o s t i n fl u e n t i a l s i n g l e fi g u r e i n

raising the standard of the British game to match

t h e A u s t r a l i a n s . L a r d e r ’ s 1 9 8 8 C o a c h i n g M a n u a l
r e m a i n s T H E t e x t b o o k t o r e a d o n t h e i n t r i c a c i e s o f

t he modern game. Here Ph i l La rde r exp la ins how

he came to leave RL for ajob with the RED. If you

never read another a r t i c le on Rugby League read

this one for an analysis of what is wrong with the

administrat ion of our game.

stand in each section of the ground, added up gate

rece ip t s and w ro te p ro jec t s on o the r f und - ra i s i ng

opportunities.

Dur ing Geography the ch i ld ren p lo t ted rou tes

from Whitehaven, Barrow, Leigh and Hull KR,

Dur ing Eng l ish they wro te about the p layers ,

staff and completed match reports.

For pro jects they designed banners, made up

tunes, compi led scor ing stat ist ics and wrote stor ies

a b o u t t h e g a m e . T h e C l u b a l s o t o o k o v e r 1 , 0 0 0

chi ldren in agreat convoy of buses to Wembley for
the 1993 Great Britain -New Zealand test.

The Secondary schools were also targeted. The

Ove rseas p l aye rs we re qua l i fied as Coaches and

IREMEMBER th row ing aba l l abou t w i th my dad in

t h e b a c k g a r d e n o f o u r h o u s e i n H a v e n L a n e ,

Moors ide , when he sudden ly sa id ‘Why don ' t you

come with us to watch the rugby this afternoon?’

A c h a n c e c o m m e n t , a q u i c k a c c e p t a n c e b y a

six year old who did not know what he was getting
into, and my first visit to Watersheddings which was

to have such agreat influence on my l i fe . Now 45

years later, working for the Rugby Footbal l Union I

am sti l l aRugby League fanatic.

R u g b y L e a g u e a s a g a m e i s t h e b e s t i n t h e

W o r l d - b y f a r . B u t a s a s p o r t i t w o r r i e s m e . I t

worries me alot. To explain Imust tell you of events

which involved me personally.

In 1994, after taking First Division Widnes to
W e m b l e y, I s u r p r i s e d t h e r u g b y l e a g u e w o r l d b y

becoming the Team Manager/Coach of Keighley
Cougars, aclub which had finished 7th in Division
Two.

Phil Larder takes apass in his Union days.

emp loyed t o wo rk i n t he schoo l s , t each ing rugby

league in the physical education curriculum.

C l o s e w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s w e r e a l s o m a d e

w i t h t h e K e i g h l e y Te c h n i c a l C o l l e g e . G r o u p s o f

s tudents v is i ted Cougar Park to p rac t ice pa in t ing ,

decorating, plumbing and general ground

improvement.

M a r y C a l v e r t w a s a p p o i n t e d t o o v e r s e e t h e

p r o j e c t a n d o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 p u p i l s e a c h y e a r w e r e

influenced by the scheme. She a l so i nvo l ved the

C l u b i n t h e fi g h t a g a i n s t c r i m e , p a r t i c u l a r l y d r u g

abuse. The crime rate in Keighley began to drop and
i n 1 9 9 5 i t w a s t h e l o w e s t i n Y o r k s h i r e . T h e C h i e f

But Keighley Cougars in 1994 were special. A
new Board o f D i rec tors headed by Cha i rman Mick

O’Neil had taken over the Club at the beginning of

the 1991/92 season, and introduced Cougarmania.
The ground and terracing had been repainted, anew

s tad ium and c lubhouse bu i l t , and average c rowds
h a d i n c r e a s e d f r o m 4 0 0 t o 1 5 0 0 .

Cougarmania was carefully thought out. A
clever policy aimed at selling rugby league into the

community, and presenting the other rugby league
c l u b s w i t h a b l u e p r i n t f o r t h e f u t u r e . A c l a s s r o o m
w i t h a r e s i d e n t s c h o o l t e a c h e r w a s b a s e d a t t h e

Club so that the majority of primary school children

cou ld be taugh t the re fo r amonth every academic

y e a r . A l l t h e l e a r n i n g w a s r e l a t e d t o K e i g h l e y

Cougars and rugby league.

Dur ing Maths the ch i ld ren measured the area
of the pitch, worked out how many spectators could

C o n s t a b l e a t t r i b u t e d i t s s u c c e s s t o K e i g h l e y

Cougars.

T h e s e p r o j e c t s g a v e t h e C o u g a r s a m a s s i v e

p rofi l e i n t he commun i t y, and t he Ke igh ley News

car r ied s to r ies each week wh ich made in te res t ing
news on pages other than the sports page.

The Community began to embrace rugby
league at the Cougars. New spectators, the majority

of them women and ch i ldren, began to a t tend the

games, and crowds began to increase.

T h e n e w f a n s h a d t o b e e n t e r t a i n e d , a n d
C h a i r m a n M i c k O ’ N e i l w a s t h e m a n t o d o i t . M i c k

had enjoyed his youth, none more so than when he

w a s e m p l o y e d b y B r i g i t t e B a r d o t i n h e r C l u b i n

Monte Carlo as adisc jockey. Just the experience to

entertain the spectators. Match day at Cougar Park

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B
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Phil Larder . ..continued

GUEST WRITER
games in 13 days, and with several
injuries to key players, our form
wobbled and two defeats brought us

straight back into the promotion dog
fight.

became an event with pre-match

entertainment, and even music

during the games. Every player

was given his own signature tune
a n d n o s o o n e r h a d h e t o u c h e d

the bal l down to score atry than

his tune was blaring out of the

very loud and very clear PA
system.

But Cougarmania was at its

highest. The Sheffield and
Wa r r i n g t o n p e r f o r m a n c e s h a d
caught the Imagination of the town
a n d h o m e a t t e n d a n c e s s o a r e dOther Clubs began to take

an interest, none more so than
P e t e r D e a k i n w h o u s e d t h e

s c h e m e a s a b a s i s w h e n h e

moved to Bradford Northern (later

t o w a r d s t h e 6 , 0 0 0 m a r k , m a k i n g

Keighley the best supported team

after Wigan, Leeds and St. Helens.
The suppor te rs fo l l owed us on ou r

away journeys with an estimated
3,000 following us to the Recreation
Ground to give Whitehaven its

highest crowd for five years.
A s t h e e n d o f s e a s o n

approached Keighley and Batley
were 4points clear of the chasing
pack and promotion was within our

grasp.

Bulls).
T h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s w e r e

adamant that Cougarmania
n e e d e d s u c c e s s o n t h e fi e l d . I

was appointed as Coach for the

1994/95 season and given
£100,000 to spend, Isigned
Andre Stoop (London Broncos),

Neil Kenyon (Warrington), Simon
Irving (Leeds), Chris Robinson

(Halifax), Grant Doorey (Manly),
Darren Fleary (Dewsbury) and
Shane Tupaea (Oldham).

I w a s a p p o i n t e d t o w i n

promotion to Division One and I
noted the Rugby League Bye-Law
at the beginning of the season,
which stated quite clearly that the top two teams in
Division Two at the end of the season would be

promoted. Clear, concise and in tablets of stone.
We trained hard during pre-season as Imade

s u r e t h a t w e w o u l d b e t h e fi t t e s t t e a m i n t h e

competition, before Ibegan to improve their tactics.
The previous season Keighley had scored more

points than any other Division Two team but
finished adisappointing 7th. Defence was obviously

the key, and that could easily be made stronger.
By the time the Regal Trophy was upon us,

Keighley were at the top of the table, 4points in
front of Batley. Huddersfield and London Broncos.
We were on top form and delighted to draw first
Division Sheffield Eagles in the third round, who had
beaten Oldham at the Don Valley Stadium the week

b e f o r e . O u r fi r s t - h a l f p e r f o r m a n c e w a s a w e s o m e ,

and although the Eagles hit back strongly In the last
quarter we defeated them 26-10 before 4,156
spectators. Our next opponents were Warrington,

currently in fourth place in Division One and in front
of 5,750 spectators were leading as the stadium
circle signalled the end of 80 minutes. The bumper
crowd watched spellbound as in the third minute of
extra t ime Jonathan Davies scored under the posts

and kicked the conversion to earn an 18-20 victory.

Unfortunately the Cup games drained us

mentally and physically. Having to play four league

Magnet -our major sponsors -
confirmed a£200 ,000 pe r year sh i r t

s p o n s o r s h i p f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g
season as long as we were in
Division One which guaranteed

televised games. After negotiations
Magnet agreed to advance us a
loan and the decision was made to

immediately strengthen the squad with the signing
of an international stand-off.

The Board were convinced that Cougarmania

would continue to expand as long as the team were

delivering the goods on the field of play. The games
with Sheffield and Warrington had suggested that

the existing squad would be strong enough to hold
its own when promoted, but amid-table position
w a s t o b e t h e a i m . A s a r e s u l t w e a p p r o a c h e d

Sheffield Eagles for the Great Britain stand off
Darryl Powell, and after lengthy negotiations signed
him on April 4th for aClub record fee of £130,000.

Unknown to the world of rugby league, April 4th
was also the day that Maurice Lindsay, Chief
Executive of the RFL, would meet with Rupert

M u r d o c h a n d s i g n t h e S k y S u p e r L e a g u e

sponsorship for £87 million.
The outcome was that Division One was to be

reduced to 12 teams, including Paris and London

Broncos, and there was to be no promotion.
The Cougars went into the last game of the

season having to defeat bottom club Highfield by
more points than Batley had to beat Swinton to

guarantee the Championship. The town of Keighley
was in uproar following the Super League news, yet
4,500 fans travelled to Spotland (the venue had
been changed to accommodate the fans) to support
the team. As it happened Swinton defeated Batley,

Phil Larder scores his first try for

Oldham against Blackpool Borough.

Cj?)O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8
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GUEST WRITER6^

but that result was insignificant as Keighley broke
the Division Two record smashing Highfield 104-4.
T h e f a n s w e n t w i l d a s t h e S e c o n d D i v i s i o n

Championship Trophy was presented, Maurice
Lindsay made awise decision not to attend.

The Cougars completed the season by winning
the Premiership defeating Huddersfield convincingly
at Old Trafford prior to the Wigan/Leeds game, and
took great delight in smashing fourth placed London
B r o n c o s i n t h e s e m i fi n a l 3 8 - 4 .

Keighley Cougars began the 1994/95 season,
like all the other clubs, in good faith. Their target
was promotion, and they achieved it in fine style.

could no longer be paid. The Cougar classroom no
longer exists. Powell and Fleary were given to Leeds
in order to save on contacts. King and Parsons

returned to the Gold Coast Chargers, Pinkney and
Wood were sold to Sheffield Eagles and Critchley to
Castleford. Only 1,200 spectators turned up to the
last home game and the team is fourth from bottom

of avery weak Division Two.

Iam sorry to go on, but rugby league worr ies

me. The game is great but the administrators do not

realise what makes the game so great, and that is
you -the spectators. The life blood.

This is Keighley -over 5,000 spectators lost
to the game.

I n t h e s a m e y e a r H u l l , W i d n e s a n d S a l f o r d

w e r e r e l e g a t e d a m o n g w i t h b o t t o m c l u b s

Featherstone Rovers and Wakefield Trinity. At the
beginning of the season the Rugby League Bye-Laws
stated that the bottom two would be relegated -but
five dropped.

You the spectators of Oldham, Iam sure, have

your own complaints.

D o y o u n o t a g r e e t h a t t h e R F L h a s w a s t e d

millions in Paris, and in so doing gave Paris help
which ultimately caused Oldham to be relegated and
which bankrupted the Club?

H o w m a n y m i l l i o n s h a v e b e e n p u m p e d i n t o

London, and are now ear-marked for Gateshead and
South Wales?

How many mill ions of pounds have been spent

on second rate overseas players, who prevent our
own youngsters from gaining experience? They then
take the money back wi th them to Austra l ian bank
accounts.

0’

f.

f

k t

i
They played entertaining and winning rugby and

their support increased to over 6,000 on occasions,
m a k i n g t h e m t h e f o u r t h b e s t s u p p o r t e d t e a m i n

British rugby league.

They worked particularly hard in the community
and se t an examp le wh i ch was l a t e r t o be mos t

successful at the Bradford Bul ls. In order to finish

the season in style, and in order to prepare
themselves for asuccessfu l first season in Div is ion

One they purchased Darryl Powell the Great Britain

stand off. To do this they used aguarantee of
sponsorship money which was to be paid by Magnet
as soon as promotion was achieved.

The about turn by the RFL, the moving of the
goal posts which denied promotion, announced two

weeks before the season’s end has virtual ly
destroyed the Club. The inspirational Chairman Mick

O’Neil is disillusioned and has left. Mary Calvert

Whilst all this has been happening how much
have the RFL invested in developing the grass roots
in the North West which we know can produce real
talent?

How much money has been given to the
amateur Clubs who attract all the new youngsters
into the game or invested in promoting rugby league
in the schools?

We, who live in the North West, love the game.
We have been brought up in it. Our fathers played,
and the i r fa thers be fo re them. I t i s i n our b lood ,

Rugby League is ours -but we have been abused.

The game of rugby league is still great. But
what of the sport?

Ifeel that it quickly needs to change its entire
outlook before it does itself irreparable harm.

PERSONAL Masonry Cleaning &Restoration Co. Ltd.

TYRES, SERVICES &EXHAUSTS
Beever S t ree t , O ldham

Tel 0161 624 2826

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1998

S T O N E C L E A N E R S & R E S T O R E R S

Contact Mike Blandford on 0161 652 5445

A l l t h e L u c k i n t h e Wo r l d

to the ‘98 Roughyed.s

CjT)
4Si\

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Harlequins
Cabaret Bar

Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabaret Acts ❖Live Sky Sports

❖English Horse Racing ❖

Cabaret^

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Btltisii

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard
Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Pifiaob
Europe

Pirque

Sutiiio III

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranean

FULLY AIRCONDITION

OPEN TIU UTE

Seven days aweek

S79 54 60

iDi
BAAUQQIXS

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden

PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0
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Harlequins
Cabaret Bar
Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife

Top Cabaret Acts ❖Live Sky Sports

❖English Horse Racing ❖

Cabaret^

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Gtheir son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard
Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Pir1>aDb
Europe

Suiliafoin

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranezn

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

S79 54 60

IDIRoyal
Carden

Ut

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Carden

PLATA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO
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T h e S l a t e l o o s e T r i l o g y - P a r t F o u r - A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

You will receive aseason ticket for next year and

your name wi l l be flashed on our electronic
scoreboard at each home match.

Are you atrue Roughyed ?
J O I N K I D N E Y L I N E N O W !

Sick of being spear tackled -possible brain damage,

twisted, broken necks, hair amess?
The ref. didn’t spot it, nor did that bloke on the

touchline with his guide-dog -No more worries!

Try the new Yamaguchi Headgear -with integral
air-bag (patent pending). Asensor connected to the
eyelids will trigger the air bag discretely concealed at
the top of the headgear.

If you feel yourself being turned upside down in
the tackle, and feel another spear-tackle coming on,
simply blink three times and the airbag will instantly
inflate to cushion the imminent blow.

From now on play the game with added
confidence in the certain knowledge that your skull
will remain intact!!

Buy your Yamaguchi Headgear solely from our

UK stockist at Slateloose Marketing (U.K.), Wellyhole
Street, Oldham.

N . B . I t i s t r u e t h a t d u r i n g t r i a l s , t h e a i r b a g s

accidentally inflated in the dressing room in reaction
to the smell of liniment. Our scientists assure us that

these teething troubles have been ironed out.

Only £19.99 (Inc p&p) -PLAY SAFE.

DEFEND YOURSELF

Taking up the hard yards, risking abroken nose or
black eye? -no more!

Simply wear your Kelvin Skerrett Memorial
armguard/rolling pin to deflect high tackles.

Lightweight, made from carbon fibre and other
materials. Available in many club colours.

Wear an armguard and asmile!

F O R G E T L I F E L I N E O R C A S H L I N E

JOIN KIDNEYLINE!!!

This exciting new project will fly you directly to Bombay
where our expert surgeons will neatly and painlessly
remove one of your kidneys.

While you bask in the Indian sunshine for a
week’s recuperation, £5000 will be transferred to the
Roughyed account to boost funds.

W O R K W A N T E D

Ex Tour De France masseur seeks work preferably

with aSuper League Club.

Wide knowledge of vitamins, blood tonics and
muscle enhancement products.

Improvements

impossible...

guaranteed, detection

Contact -Monsieur Louis D’ope,

Bastille Prison, Paris.

F R O M O U R S Y D N E Y C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Agents are scouring hostels, nursing homes and
lunatic asylums following the news that anew Super
League club is being formed in the U.K.

It is rumoured here that “Bruiser” Clarke, Wally

Gibson and John Cogger have already signed.
Names linked with the coaching position include

Artie Beetson and Rolf Harris.

LOST AND FOUND

Lost -Boundary Park area.

Large hat-pin, essential for team selection.
Would the finder please return to the

Oldham Club Shop.

STOP PRESS

Cent ra l Park sources deny tha t M ick Cass idy has

been loaned to Bel le Vue Aces Speedway Team in

order to speed up his six match ban.

Belle Vue have meetings every Friday, Saturday

and Sunday evenings which means that Cassidy will
have completed his ban on September 7th.

Gary Hethrington of Leeds is reported as saying -
“It 's an outrage, it brings the game into disrepute -

and Ithought of it first” -REUTERS

..Season 1998 to dateA p p e a r a n c e s & S c o r e r s

2015 5S u b T r i e s G o a l s D G Pts M i c k M a r t i n d a l e

Joe McNicholas

Aidie Mead

Joe Naidole

M i c k P r e s c o t t

Andy Proctor

Brian Quinlan

Darren Robinson

Paul Round

Graeme Shaw

Ian Sinfield

Nathan Varley

Steve Wilde

C h r i s W i l k i n s o n

1Apps

381 2Craig Barker

Jason Clegg

Sean Cooper

Paul Crook

Richard Darkes

Craig Diggle

Chris Eckersley

M i c k E d w a r d s

Neil Flanagan

Andy Fleming

John Hough

Emerson Jackman

A fi L e u i l a

Martin Maders
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1613 7 4131

413 1 11815 4 1

5 1 44 16 4 1

432 10 12 5 817

15 346 1 182 1 2

6 260 118 2 15

3 1224 12 73 616

14 4 21219 3

49 6 12

1728 321 7

2416 643 11

34 3 711332815

11 1
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F r o m T h e

EDITOR
THIS Season we have attempted to bring you a

programme with adifference. We hope we have

succeeded in our objective to make it the most

interesting programme in the League, a

p rog ramme wh i ch i s a ‘ good read ’ and no t

something you put down and forget about after

t w o m i n u t e s . To t h i s e n d w e i n v i t e d a n u m b e r o f

profess ionai Journal is ts , together wi th wel l -

known Rugby League figures and anumber of

past piayers to write articles. We hope this has

contributed to the quaiity of the magazine and

t h a n k a i i t h o s e w h o h a v e p a r t i c i p a t e d s o

wiilingiy.

KNOWiNG fuil weil that team seiection is aiways

atopic to get fans arguing and in view of team

of the week seiections etc. here is my

Division Two team of the year:

1 Steve Wilde

Neil Kite

Shaun Austerfield YORK

Dan Potter

Chris Eckersley

Richard Price

Gary Barnett

Shaun Wallis

M a r k C a s s

Jason Pekepo

Barry Williams

Wayne Freeman

M i c k M a r t i n d a l e

OLDHAM

BRAMLEY2

3

4 BRAMLEY

OLDHAM

BATLEY

BATLEY

BARROW

BATLEY

LANCS LYNX

WORKINGTON

BRAMELY

OLDHAM

5

6

7

8To our regu la r con t r ibu to rs Iex tend my

hear t fe l t thanks . Chr i s topher Hami l ton and

Paddy K i rwan we re a lways i n te l l i gen t and

t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g i n t h e i r a r t i c l e s , R o g e r

H a l s t e a d d i d u s p r o u d w i t h h i s p e r s o n a l

r e fl e c t i o n s , M i c h a e l T u r n e r i s t h e m a r k e r o f

Oldham's history and the prolific Don Yates is

so reliable and knowledgeable that it’s untrue!

Above all however, the enthusiasm, time and

h e l p p r o v i d e d b y B r i a n Wa l k e r h a s b e e n

unparalleled.

My thanks also to the Supporters Club

branches and Jun io r Suppor te rs and to a l l

advertisers and sponsors. Last, but not least,

many thanks to Pennine Printing Services who

have been exceptional in the quality of their

work.

9

10

11

12

13

14 Phil Jones

Lee Tichener

PJSoloman

Tony Miller

LANCS LYNX

YORK

LANCS LYNX

DONCASTER

15

16

17

Highlights of the Season:

1 Law Cup win

Defeat of Lancashire Lynx at Spotland

Eckersley’s try vBarrow

Leuila's hat-trick vWorkington

Eckersley’s hat-trick vDoncaster

2
All this said, we are already working on

w a y s t o i m p r o v e t h e p r o g r a m m e f o r n e x t

season and are always open to suggestions.

Please write in if you have any ideas.

3

4

5
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F r o m t h e

Supporters Club
O l d h a m R L F C S u p p o r t e r s C l u b ’ s

Presentation Evening

TO mark the end of the inaugural season of Oldham RLFC
(1997) the Supporters Clubs are organising aPlayer of
the Year Awards Presentation evening on Friday the 25th
September 1998 at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Oldham.

Although the main purpose of the evening will be to
present awards to those players who have excelled or
become firm favourites with the supporters, we believe

the evening will not only be an awards ceremony, but an
opportunity for everyone who has played their part this
year, the Directors, Players, Coaching Staff and
Supporters alike, to show their appreciation and celebrate

together the end of our first season and the successes
w e a s a C l u b h a v e a c h i e v e d .

T h e a w a r d s p r e s e n t a t i o n s w i l l c o m m e n c e a t
approximately 9.00pm thereafter the evening wi l l be
handed over to the Disco for everyone to enjoy the rest of

the evening dancing or Just celebrating what we hope will
be the ultimate prize of promotion.

T h e r e w i l l b e a f r e e d r a w f o r a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e

Supporters Clubs who attend the evening, so please

remember your membership card.
AVoting form for the Player of the Year will be sent

to all members of the Supporters Clubs within the next
few days.

We hope as many fans as possible will attend the
awards, which we hope will be both an enjoyable and

rewarding evening for both the Club and its supporters.
Tickets for the evening priced at £5.00 wil l be

available shortly from any of the Supporters Club officials
or the Club Shop.

Check out the local press or contact your Supporters
Club o ffic ia l fo r fu r ther de ta i l s .

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s 1 0 7 B r a n c h

WE would like to give DJ Brian from Mr Wrigleys abig

Thank You for doing agreat job at the Ladies Night which
was abig success -watch this space.

Forthcoming Events -Sports Day: Cricket match W107
versus Players, family fun etc. 20th September, starts
1.00pm at Austerlands. Everyone welcome. Come and
see if the Players can play cricket better than rugby!

OLDHAM

ROUGHYEDS

aa/d

Become AWinner

W i t h O u r W e e k l e y L o t t e r y . . .
99tt

£ 2 5 0 R o l l o v e r e a c h w e e k

I f Y a n k e e I s N o t W o n !

H e l p Y o u r s e l f ! H e l p Y o u r C l u b !

T o J O I N P H O N E S c o t t o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

(TT)O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



55 From the Pen of .

Michael Turner
A'

The MINSTER Men

T O D A Y f o r o u r l a s t m a t c h o f t h e s e a s o n w e w e l c o m e

the players, officials and supporters of the York club,

who will most likely be celebrating promotion, unless

there has been aseries of shook results the previous
weekend.

by asingle point. First ly by 4-3In the second round

a t Yo rk i n 1949 and by 6 -5a t Wa te rshedd ings i n

1976, again in the second round.

The only time York have won in Oldham was on

May 20 th 1979 . By co inc idence th is was the las t

game of the 1978/79 season and no doubt the

“ Wa s p s ” w i l l b e e a g e r t o e m u l a t e t h a t s u c c e s s

today. However, Iam sure that the Roughyeds will be

equally determined to end the first campaign for the

re-launched Club on awinning note and so an

exciting encounter can be anticipated.

Finally, Iwould l ike to thank all the supporters,

p l a y e r s a n d o f fi c i a l s w h o h a v e r a l l i e d r o u n d t o

main ta in the presence o f our g reat c lub in sen ior

Rugby League. As these notes are being written it is

s t i l l unc lear what leve l o f compet i t ion we wi l l find
o u r s e l v e s I n n e x t s e a s o n b u t n o d o u b t t h e s a m e fi r m

resolve to re-establish the Club will be in evidence

and the "Roughyeds” wil l hopefully go from strength

to strength.

Although York joined the old “Northern Union” In

1901, it was not until the 1923/24 season that they

were first In opposition against Oldham. The first
m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e t w o c l u b s w a s i n Y o r k o n

December 8th, 1923, when the home side recorded

anar row 7-5v ic to ry. The Oldham po in ts came f rom

atry f rom veteran centre Bi l ly Hal l and arare goal
f r o m i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r w a r d B o b S l o m a n . T h e r e t u r n

match on April 14th 1924 saw Oldham gain revenge

af te r ano ther t igh t encounter. Th is t ime a t ry f rom

S l o m a n w a s t h e o n l y s c o r e o f t h e m a t c h a s t h e

“Roughyeds” won by three points to nil.

I t is in terest ing to note that on the only two

o c c a s i o n s t h e c l u b s h a v e c l a s h e d i n t h e R u g b y

League Challenge Cup both games saw Oldham win

An historic photo from the second ever visit of York to Watersheddings on December 15th 1924. The image
shows the teams ieaving the fieid at the conclusion of the match with Oldham captain Herman Hilton in the
centre of the photo with one of the Corsi brothers on the extreme left. This match, which was played in atrocious
conditions, ended in an Oldham victory (15-0) and saw the Welsh born Corsi brothers in opposition with Joe

playing for Oldham and Jack and Angelo turning out for York.

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing TEAM PHOTOS of the “Roughyeds of
Yesteryear’. If anyone has any photos that they think wouid be of interest piease contact Brian Walker,

0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5
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rhe Roushyeds
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IVILSONS TROPHIES
1 9 1 L E E S R l ) , O L D H A M

LANCS, OL4 ILS

FAX: (0161)628 6058

c-maii: Trophies(@dial.pipex.com

FREEPHONE 0800 146 933
●TROPHY DmCOUNTB YEa

JfES● F R E E C O M P U T E R / B E D E N G R A V I N G

●MAH ORDER BPECIALIBTB

●TOP QUALITY AWARDB

● G L A B B A W A R D B

● F R E E C A T A L O G U E W I T H P R I C E B

YES

JCES

YES

YES

YES● R U G B Y C L U B B P E C I A L I B T B

● B P E C I A L O F F E R B & P R O M O T I O N B YES

For all your Trophy, Award and Presentation Requirements

Free engraving only appUas when trophies are purchased Torm Wilsons Trophies, etching

on glass is extra. Uyou require your dub motif and lettering please ring for aquote fV!
E n a r a v i n a . a n d g l a s s E t c h i n g . I s

Saddleworth

S p o r t s & U n i f o r m

One Stop Shopping for all your

sporting needs at your friendly

family shop

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5.30pm ●Saturday
9.30am to 5.30pm

W e w i l l r e s e r v e a n y i t e m o n

PAYMENT OF ASMALL DEPOSIT

9 3 C h e w Va l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire OL3 7JJ
Tel . 01457 872515

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

P a r k i n g a t t h e D o o r ●Vi s a ■A c c e s s ■Switch ■Amex

CS)
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Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

If you^re not

satisfied nvith your

bank  ̂ convert

The Royal Bank
of Scotland

For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

MONARCH

METALS

Locally

Manufactured

Radial Fit Coupling

B o l t s F o r M a r i n e

AND Power

Industries

Worldwide

Buyers of Industr ia l Cable,

Sw i t chgear, Mo to rs and

N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s

A l s o W o r k s C l e a r a n c e s

Unit 17 Monarch Mill

Jones Street, Royton
Oldham 0L2 5AH

Tel /Fax 0161 665 1819

Uncouth Road

Firgrove, Milnrow
Rochdale OL16 3DD

Tel 01706 638842

Fax 01706 647494
Pi lgr im In ternat iona l L td .

Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB
Tel : 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945Proprietors: Paul Neville, Alan Watson

CTT)
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Treize Tournoi
D o n Ya t e s l o o k s a t t h e w i n t e r f a r e

Saturday, 31st October

Saddleworth Rangers vSt. Patricks
Saturday, 7th November

S t . A n n e s v B e v e r l e y

Saturday, 14th November

Saddleworth Rangers vWoolston Rovers
Saturday, 21st November

St. Annes vSaddleworth Rangers
Saturday, 28th November

S t . A n n e s v W e s t H u l l

Saturday, 5th December

Silk Cut Challenge Cup, first round
Saturday, 12th December

Saddleworth Rangers vWest Hull
Saturday, 19th December

Silk Cut Challenge Cup, second round
Saturday, 2nd January

St. Annes vLeigh Miners
Saturday, 9th January

Saddleworth Rangers vWalney Central
Saturday, 16th January
S t . A n n e s v L o c k L a n e

Saturday, 23rd January
Saddleworth Rangers vLeigh Miners

Saturday, 30th January
BNFL National Cup, second round

Saturday, 6th February

S t . A n n e s v S k i r l a u g h

Saturday, 13th February
BNFL National Cup, round three

Saturday, 20th February
Saddleworth Rangers vEgremont Rangers

Saturday, 27th February

S t A n n e s v H e w o r t h o r B N F L N a t . C u p , R . 3

Saturday, 6th March

Saddleworth Rangers vLock Lane
Saturday, 13th March

S t A n n e s v S t P a t r i c k s o r B N F L N a t . C u p , R . 4

Saturday, 20th March
Saddleworth Rangers vThornhil l

Saturday, 27th March
BNFL National Cup, Round 5

Saturday, 10th April
BNFL National Cup, quarter-final

Saturday, 24th April
BNFL National Cup, semi-final

Saturday, 22nd May
BNFL National Cup Final

THE winners of this season's exciting Second

Division Championship chase will join the First

Div is ion Premiership final ists to form athree

pronged British challenge in Le Treize Tournoi
-the European Cup.

A l l t h r e e B r i t i s h c l u b s v i s i t F r a n c e o n t h e

weekend of October 3rd/4th to take on the

three French challengers, Limoux, Villeneuve
and St. Esteve.

T h e a c t i o n m o v e s a c r o s s t h e C h a n n e l t o

England the following weekend -October
l O t h / l l t h - t h e n b a c k t o F r a n c e o n O c t o b e r

17th/18th before the final round of matches
i n B r i t a i n o n O c t o b e r 2 4 t h / 2 5 t h . T h e t o p

Bri t ish c lub f rom the four prel iminary round

matches will meet the top French club in the

final which will be staged in Toulouse on

Sunday 1st November.

Apart from Le Treize Tournoi, local
followers of the game will be able to watch top
c l a s s a m a t e u r a c t i o n f r o m t h e P r e m i e r D i v i s i o n

of the National Conference League throughout

the w in te r months . S t . Annes , who p lay a t

Higginshaw Road on Oldham Edge, and
Saddleworth Rangers, who play at Shaw Hall
Bank Road in Greenfie ld , a re a t home on

al ternate Saturdays throughout the season.

The fixtures for the 1998/99 season are as

follows:

Saturday, 12th September

St Annes vWalney Central

Saturday, 19th September
S a d d l e w o r t h R a n g e r s v A s k a m

Saturday, 26th September

St. Annes vEgremont Rangers
Saturday, 3rd October

Saddleworth Rangers vHeworth
Saturday, 10th October

S t . A n n e s v T h o r n h i l l

Saturday, 17th October

Saddleworth Rangers vBeverley
Saturday, 24th October

S t . A n n e s v A s k a m

GARFORTH GLASS, MIRROR AND
PICTURE FRAMING CENTRE

Springhead, Oldham

Tel . 0161 624 7495

Good Luck to the Roughyeds

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham

Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1998

to the Roughyeds

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



50 Neil Tunnicliffe RFl Chief Executive

GUEST WRITER.SO'

A'

I ' M D E L I G H T E D t o h a v e b e e n i n v i t e d t o

wr i te th is a r t i c le , towards the end o f what

has been avery eventful and chal-lenging

season -my first as Chief Executive of the

Rugby Football League.

It seems ashort, but also avery long

time since the first week in January when I

was invited to succeed Maurice Lindsay -

initially for an interim three-month term,

prior to afull appointment by the Board of

Directors on (appropriately enough, some

might say) 1April. To my mind, at the start

of the year, we were in abit of ahole, and

I s e t m y s e l f t h r e e p r i o r i t y a r e a s f o r

attention if things were to improve.
T h e fi r s t o f t h e s e w a s t h e

management at Red Hail. We’d never had

the structures of aproper business -no

job descriptions, no terms and conditions

of employment, no appraisal system, no

health and safety or equal opportunities

policies. It’s taken some time to put these

things in place, but I’m much happier now

that we run atighter ship, and that the

people who work here know where they

stand and what they are supposed to do. I

believe we are amuch more productive
u n i t a s a r e s u l t .

S e c o n d , I w a n t e d t o a d d r e s s t h e f a c t

that our game’s sponsorship portfolio was

despera te l y t h in . S i l k Cu t have been

tremendous sponsors of the Chal lenge

Cup bu t , e l sewhe re , compan ies have
f u l fi l l e d t h e i r c o n t r a c t s w i t h u s b u t n o t

then renewed them. This has been amajor
source of concern, and we have been

doing alot of work to try to rebuild the

Rugby Footbal l League’s reputat ion as

sponsor-friendly and asound investment.

So far this year we have attracted new

names to our game in Thomson ESG and

Brannigans, and we have afew more in

the p ipel ine who -fingers crossed -wi l l
c o m e o n b o a r d . B u t t h e r e i s s t i l l a l o t o f

w o r k t o d o i n t h i s a r e a .

T h i r d , t h e r e w a s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e

international scene was in disarray. We
had an old International Board which had

not been disbanded, anew one which had

not been formally constituted, and Icould

not have told you who Great Britain were

playing this year, let alone into the next

century. Now we have real progress in that

area; as from mid-August, anew unified

Rugby League Internat ional Federat ion

with adefinite brief and purpose, and an

international calendar which begins with

the impending visit of the Kiwis to play

t h r e e Te s t s a g a i n s t G r e a t B r i t a i n i n

November this year, and which includes

the return of the World Cup to these
s h o r e s i n 2 0 0 0 .

There is still along way to go before

the Rugby Football League gets to where I

want it to be. In asense, we are alot like

the new Oldham club; starting again this

y e a r w i t h n e w g o a l s a n d a m b i t i o n s ,

needing to consolidate but also to grow

and succeed, and encountering afew

setbacks along the way. In both our cases,

t h e r e i s n o s h o r t a g e o f e f f o r t o r

enthus iasm. I ’m sure that , i f we both s t ick

with it, the glory days which we remember

f rom the no t - too -d is tan t pas t a re jus t

around the corner once again.
Neil Tunnicliffe

Chief Executive

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1998 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA

m
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N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t W o r k S e r v i c e s t o t h e W a t e r I n d u s t r y

V o l u m e W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n S e r v i c e

W a t e r M e t e r A n c i l l a r y D e v i c e s a n d R e m o t e R e a d i n g

W a t e r B u d g e t P a y m e n t S y s t e m s

N e w W a t e r S u p p l i e s a n d L e a d R e p l a c e m e n t S e r v i c e s

For these and o ther serv ices , contac t :

N e w E a r t h H o u s e ● 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d ●O l d h a m O L I 3 PA

Telephone;  0161 678 6354 ●Facsimi le :  0161 628 5197
e-mail chrisjay@newearth.u-net.com Website http://www.business.u-net.com/-newearth

Country Oven (mic) Ltd,
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , O ldham, Lancs 0L4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

STEEL TRADING LTD

Stee l Pa rce l s a t Trade P r i ces

Fax. 01925 657765

Uni t 2 /3 ●Warr ing ton Cent ra l Trad ing Es ta te ●Bewsy Road ●Warr ing ton WA2 7LP

Tel . 01925 231123
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SLUMBERLAND.

T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

ANYBODY

COULD HAVE.

?«>■'

Shimberiand
Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, somider sleep



DownDon Yates

Memory lane
Don Yates looks back to aseason of success for York

F o r m e r W a k e fi e l d T r i n i t y c o a c h B i i l

Kirkbr ide was eventuai ly appointed coach at

Clarence Street but his first match in charge

did not augur well for the new season -a47-8
defeat a t Leeds in the Yorksh i re Cup. Two

weeks later Wigan visited Clarence Street
w h e r e Y o r k p r o d u c e d a m u c h b e t t e r

performance and an encouraging 22-17 victory

over the Championship favourites. By the end

of September York led the Second Division
table with that month ending with a52-8

victory over Dewsbury which featured five tries
f rom John Cross ley and e leven goa ls f rom

Chris Gibson on his debut. Crossley continued

to score with amazing consistency as the
season wore on. He played in all 28 league
m a t c h e s a n d s c o r e d a c l u b r e c o r d 3 4 t r i e s i n

those games. York won all their home games
but suffered defeat at Swinton, Huddersfield

and on the grounds of the three clubs who
accompan ied them in to D iv i s ion One ,
Whitehaven, Fulham and Wigan. However, York

s h o w e d m u c h m o r e c o n s i s t e n c y t h a n t h e i r

rivals and a22-16 victory at Doncaster in the

penultimate match of the campaign clinched
the Championship for the Minstermen.

Alas, York found life in Division One during

the 1981/82 campaign just as painful as was

their previous sojourn in the top flight. They
were relegated and have spent only one
season in the top division since then. They are

currently fighting, not only for promotion, but
for their very existence because another
season in Division Two could see the Club go

to the wall.

Of course we wish the club well in their

fight for existence but Oldham, too, are at a
vital point in their rehabilitation so amatch full
o f c o m m i t m e n t i s a s s u r e d a s t h e c u r t a i n f a l l s

o n t h i s h i s t o r i c s e a s o n f o r t h e r e f o r m e d

Roughyeds.

SPORTING interests in the City of York have

always included rugby league although success
in recent seasons has principally involved the

amateur clubs of the Minster City, Heworth,

who opened the season here at Boundary Park

last January, were founder members o f the

National Conference League and have always

been aprolific source of young talent. In recent

seasons they have been Joined by Acorn and
New Earswick All Blacks so the amateur game

in York is as healthy as anywhere in the game.

Unfortunately the York professional c lub

have never been one of the glamour clubs of
our code. They have won the Yorkshire Cup on
three occasions - in 1922, 1933 and 1936 -

and have also appeared in three other county

c u p fi n a l s . T h e b i g g e s t d a y i n t h e C l u b ’s

history was probably their visit to Wembley in
1931 when they lost to Halifax but, apart from

the Yorkshire Cup, the only other trophy lifted

by York was the Second Division Championship
in season 1980/81.

York had been re legated f rom the Fi rs t

Division in 1980 after Just one season in the

top flight. Five of their players stayed in
Division One -Alan Maskill transferred to

Hali fax, Nei l Lean to Leeds, Barry Banks to

Hull whilst Billy Harris and Terry Day Joined
Wa k e fi e l d Tr i n i t y. To m a k e m a t t e r s w o r s e ,

coach David Doyle-Davidson resigned and

S a l f o r d ' s S t e v e N a s h d e c l i n e d a n i n v i t a t i o n t o

fil l his shoes. At that point, York’s hopes of

filling one of the four promotion spots, let
alone winning the title, were grim to say the

least. Wigan, relegated with York, were quickly
installed as promotion favourites and, as the

newly formed Fulham club continued their
impressive recruitment campaign, it looked as
i f t h e L o n d o n e r s w o u l d b e t h e i r c l o s e s t

challengers.

S p e e d y H i r e C e n t r e s

( N o r t h e r n ) L t d .
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the Season

.^evin .Kershaw Associates

Commercial, Criminal &Private Investigations

Tel 0161 343 6510

Best wishes to the Oldham RLFC team for
the Season -Gain promotion!
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RoughyedsA'

Notice Board,0'

P L A Y E R ’ S K I T S P O N S O R S H I P
O l d h a m R L F C S u p p o r t e r s C l u b

Neil Flanagan Sponsored by
New Earth Water Services Ltd.

Steve Wild Sponsored by

Holmes &Gilmore pic

Joe Nadiole Sponsored by

Saddleworth Sports

Michael Edwards Sponsored by

Mick Harrop

Domino Engineering Ltd

Craig Barker Sponsored by
Mrs Caroline Barker

John Hough Sponsored by
Platt &Hill Ltd

Paris
4th -6 th December 1998

£75.00 per person
(based on 2people sharing aroom)

Why not join us on our

pre-Christmas Shopping Trip to the French Capital

●See the sights of Paris

●Optional Evening River Cruise

●Visit to Hypermarket on the return journey

●3Star Hotei accommodation for 1night

●Travel by Executive Coach

●Channel crossing by “Le Shuttie”

If you are interested in the above please contact

Alice Collinge el the Supporters Club (0161 633 6780)
for fur ther detai ls

M r W r i o l k y ’ s ‘ P e n n y R u s h ’ B a r

Every Tuesday Night -‘Roughyeds Night’
View on the ‘Big Screen'” The previous weekend's Roughyed.s Game! Commences 8.00pm Prompt

H e l p R a l s k F u n d s f o r t h e C l u b !

167 Union Streei (opposite the Evening Chronicle Ofeices) Tel. 0161 627 3999

Adesignated Roughyeds Players &Supporters Area! -(John Smiths Smooth £1.20 Pint!)

Oldham Challenge Cup winning team and officials 1926/27

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Taking Oldham
forward

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

is the driving force behind the continued

regeneration and revitalisation of the

Borough.

Counci l endeavour has enabled Oldham

to become acentre of real opportunity

within the North West region.

It has made possible anew and still

expanding Town Centre, 14 new schools

in as many years, Oldham Sixth Form

College, amulti-million pound

programme of building and

environmental regeneration, thriving and

growing development sites and much.

much more.

The Council values its role in serving

the local community -and in taking

O l d h a m f o r w a r d .

O L D H A M D O O D
Enquiries on 0161 911 4708

Metropolitan Borough D



T o d a y ’ s S p o n s o r s OLDHAM

fsm oates

Match
IStephen WILDE

Oldham Metropolitan
Borough Council

2Adie MEAD

3 A fi L E U I L A

4Brian QUINLAN
Associate Match

Sp edy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd

Associate Match

Downham Train Epstein

Man of the Match

Goodwin Best Insurance

Brokers

5Ricahrd DARKES

6Paul CROOK

7Craig BARKER
8Paul ROUND

9John HOUGH
lOMichaal EDWARDS

11 Joe NADIOLE
12 Martin MANDERS

13 Ian SINFIELD

14 Emerson JACKMAN 16 Mick MARTINDAIE

15 Nathan VARLEY 17 Jason CLEGG

T o d a y ’ s O f fi c i a l s YORK

Coach:
Today’s Referee

M r S . N i c h o l s o n IJohn STRANGE
2 A l e x G O D F R E Y

3Fata SINI

4Shaun AUSTERFIELD

5Leigh DEAKIN
6 M a r k C A I N

7 M i c k C R A N E

8Lea TICHENERSPONSORED BY:

9Alan PALLISTER
Cooperative lostirance

10 Steve HILL

0
&

Mizuno

Touch  Judges
M r G . W a l l a c e &

R. Southward

Reserve Mr I. Smith

11 Andy HILL

12 Craig BOOTH
13 Matt LAMBERT

14 Andy PRESTON 16 Paul PARLEY

15 Gareth DOBSON 17 Andy PRECIOUS

A f t e r t h e M a t c h v i s i t

Mr. WRIGLEYSToday’s rj^iVTig
Matchball Sponsor
D E R E K A N T H O N Y L T D


