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Red Rose Trophy at Spotland, Rochdale
VWorkington Town

Sunday 5th July 1998 k.o.3.00 pm
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chairman's

CHATTER
THE visit of Workington Town takes on added

importance after the disappoint ing events at
Barrow last Sunday. Perhaps the team thought,
l i ke I d id , t ha t when ou r opponen ts we re reduced

to 12 men we had won the game. Unfortunately we
all found to our cost that the game
of Rugby League is one in which
t e a m w o r k a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n c a n

make all the difference, indeed our

l a d s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e m s e l v e s

this season, but on Sunday we got
what we deserved -nothing! It is

n o w i m p o r t a n t t o p i c k u p t h e

p i e c e s a n d t a k e i t o u t o n

Wo r k i n g t o n t o d a y ! W i t h t h i s b e i n g

the last game in the Red Rose

Championship, agood per¬
formance and aconvincing win
wou ld be espec ia l l y we lcome as i t

may propel us into the final of the

competition...and achance to
further enhance out trophy cabinet!

Events off the field have again taken the
headlines over the last couple of weeks, as seems

to be the norm within Rugby League, with the
ongoing ‘feud’ between Super League and FASDA
making most of the news. Having only been "on
the inside” of the game for ashort time, Ican tell

you what immediately becomes apparent is the
f a c t t h a t c l u b s a r e o n l y l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e i r o w n

interests. Most of you would perhaps think that is

the way is should be and obviously, at the end of

the day Iwill do my level best for ‘our ’ club.
However, Icannot help wondering if the
in t roduct ion of the News Corporat ion monies to al l
t h e c l u b s c a m e w i t h a s e t o f b l i n k e r s f o r c l u b

representatives to wear. Isay that
because at the present time there

i s no rea l f o rward , l ong te rm
planning for our game -at all levels

-and such short-sightedness can
only be harmful.

We a t O ldham are in aun ique

pos i t ion , as Ihave sa id p rev ious ly,

because we are not tainted (and i

use that word specifically) by Sky
m o n e y. I h o n e s t l y d o n o t b e l i e v e

that people have given sufficient
thought to what happens to their
c l u b s , o r t h e s p o r t , w h e n t h e

money has run out. It is blatantly
o b v i o u s t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e

comparatively little or more likely, no monies from

future Sky deals and the consequence of that and
any remedies to it are, unfortunately, still only at
the back of peoples minds. The leadership of the

game needs to present astrong and united front if
these challenges are to be met and Ifor one hope
that they are not found wanting.

Be noisy.

C h r i s t o p h e r H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L l I D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax; 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Lot te ry Manager
Scott Claber

Head Coach

Paddy Kirwan

Assistant Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Physiotherapist
Steve Wanless

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper
J a c k R o s c o e

Club Doctors

D r Z , A h m e d

D r P. K e r s h a w

Chairman

Christopher Hamil ton

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stuart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

Media &Marketing Manager (Hon)
Brian Walker

Club Secretary

Michele Fitzpatrick

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Club Shop Manager
C h r i s O t t

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e fl e c t t h o s e o f

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.
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Oldham Evening Chronicle's

HALSTEADRoger
W I T H a p o l o g i s e s f o r

continuing the theme I

touched on in the last

programme, Iwould like

to draw Super League’s

a t t e n t i o n t o d a y t o t w o

Division Two games

taking place in Red

Rose territory.
T h e fi r s t i s h e r e a t

Spotland and features
Oldham

Workington.
T h e o t h e r i s 3 5

mi les away i n P res ton

where Lancashire Lynx

will be entertaining
B a r r o w B o r d e r R a i d e r s

at Deepdale.

There will be more spectators at Spotland than

at Deepdale -and in comparison with top Super

L e a g u e g a m e s t h e r e w i l l n o t b e a b i g c r o w d a t
either.

It goes without saying that Paddy Kirwan’s men
wil l have to play better than they did last week at

B a r r o w w h e n t h e i r f o u r m a t c h u n b e a t e n r u n c a m e t o

an end.

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e t r i p t o C r a v e n P a r k -

O ldham’s fi rs t s ince 1989 -p roved once more tha t

the heartbeat of Rugby League in the old, traditional
towns is still strong and healthy.

Iwas particularly delighted to hear that Barrow
are redeveloping the main stand and that it will be

named after Willie Horne, that genius of goalkicking

and outside-half player, who was such akingpin of
the great Barrow side of the 1950s.

Another member of that side, Reg Parker, was

present at the game and he was quick to tell me
how impressed he has been w i th the work o f the

new Barrow Board and i ts ambi t ious p lans for the
club in the future.

No doubt, the men in charge at Workington will

b e j u s t a s a m b i t i o u s . . . . a n d w e a l l k n o w w h a t

Christopher Hamilton and his three fellow directors

are achieving on the new Oldham club’s behalf.
Unlike, Barrow and Workington, the Roughyeds

do not have aground to call their own. Nor do they

have any Murdoch funding in their inaugural season,
b u t I a m s u r e l o t s o f c l u b s w i l l b e l o o k i n g w i t h

interest at how Oldham go on this season.

They wi l l perhaps be used as abenchmark for

the future in the event of those clubs outside Super

League finding that they have to go it alone without

financial help from above.

Oldham are flying the flag for the traditionalists

and are fighting back in some style with the backing

o f a m a g n i fi c e n t b a n d o f s u p p o r t e r s a n d a l o t o f

assistance f rom the town’s business community.

I h a v e b e e n p l e a s a n t l y s u r p r i s e d a t t h e

standard of rugby in Div is ion Two and the way in

w h i c h c l u b s l i k e L a n c a s h i r e L y n x , B a r r o w a n d

Workington are striving so hard, like Oldham, to

show that Rugby League doesn’t begin and end with

Super League.

To be honest , Iam en joy ing the rugby at th is

l eve l f a r mo re t han Supe r League . I can ’ t pu t my

finger on the reason why.

It’s Just feels better: it feels like the old Rugby

League when Workington, Oldham and Barrow were

s t r o n g a n d h e a l t h y. . . w h e n t e a m s p l a y e d R u g b y

League i ns tead o f fi ve d r i ves and ak i ck . . .when a

stand off wore No.6 and ablind side prop

N o . 1 0 . . . w h e n Te d d y C a h i l l p l a y e d f u l l - b a c k f o r

R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s a n d w h e n y o u w o n d e r e d w h a t

things were coming to if there wasn’t aMyler in the
W i d n e s s i d e .

Clubs l ike Oldham, Barrow and Workington are

w o r k i n g d e s p e r a t e l y h a r d t o b r i n g b a c k t h e

atmosphere and the spirit of those real Rugby

league days. All power to their elbows.

versus

But those fans who are present at Division Two

m a t c h e s w i l l b e J u s t a s p a s s i o n a t e a n d J u s t a s

keyed-up as those watching Super League....so
much so that Ican well imagine the telephone lines

between Spotland and Deepdale will be kept busy

this afternoon as the Oldham and Lynx clubs fight
for information about what is happening on the

other side of the county.

In terms of the Red Rose Trophy -and

qualification for the inter-county final and the
c h a n c e o f a £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 w i n n e r s p r i z e - O l d h a m a n d

Lynx go into today’s games locked together at the

top of the table.

Each has seven points from five games, so
everyth ing wi l l h inge on the outcome of Oldham v

Workington and Lynx vBarrow.

Rugby league can a lways throw up the added

shock, and both Oldham and Lynx will have to guard
against over-confidence and wi l l have to put as a

p r i o r i t y t he need fo r aw in -even by one po in t t o

enhance their standings in the race for the Second

Division Championship and promotion.

V i c t o r y f o r D i v i s i o n T w o p o i n t s i s m o r e

important than awin for points in the subsidiary
tournament, but Ihave no doubt at all that if and

when Oldham and Lynx do enough groundwork to
get on top they will each be seeking the tries and
goals needed to finish top in the Red Rose.

Assuming fo r amoment tha t bo th Oldham and

Lynx do the business and win -and Iam well aware

that assumptions can be very dangerous things in

professional sport -the Roughyeds need to win by
14 or more points MORE than the margin with which
Lynx beat Barrow.
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O l d h a m R L F C

The Roushyeds
Amega

L a b e l s L t d

LansQOwne

Roofing
Supplies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and s la tes

bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 655 4041/3783

Fax (1161 655 4043

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

HAMILTON

COMPANY

ACCOUNTANTS ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

7 R e t i r o S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L 1 I S A

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Tel 0161 624 2550

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 11 0 8 4



O l d h a m R L F C

rhe Roushyeds
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LEVER’S Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

FISH &CHIPS
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

TO
For prompt &personal attention

O l d h a m R L F C Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602U n i t s 2 & 3■Market Hall

Oldham
BRITANNIA MILL WILLOW STREET ●OLDHAM

Trade WelcomeMon-Sat 11.00-5.30

MERCEDES-BENZ

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

NEW &USED SPARES

D r o n s fi e l d s ( O l d h a m )

Delph New Road

Delph

01457 871717

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

● Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A L W A Y S ●



Don Yates

On This Day
Don Yates recalls this day in history
IT WAS on th is day in 1958, Saturday

5th July, that one of the most dramatic

matches in Anglo-Australian test history was

fought out before acrowd of 33,563 at the
Brisbane Exhibition Ground.

Great Britain had lost the first test so

had to win in Brisbane to stand any chance

of retaining the Ashes. After five minutes

prop-forward and skipper Alan Prescott (St .

H e l e n s ) b r o k e h i s a r m b u t c o u r a g e o u s l y

played on for 75 minutes in that condition.

T e n m i n u t e s l a t e r s t a n d - o f f D a v e B o l t o n

( W i g a n ) b r o k e h i s c o l l a r b o n e a n d w a s

eventua l ly fo rced to re t i re f rom the match.

O the r i n ju r i es su f fe red by B r i t a in i nc luded

Warrington fullback Eric Fraser bursting a

blood vessel in his elbow, Warrington centre

J im Chal l inor suffer ing abadly bru ised

s h o u l d e r a n d S t H e l e n s l o o s e - f o r w a r d V i n c e

Karalius badly bruising his spine. All five

p l a y e r s h a d t o r e c e i v e h o s p i t a l t r e a t m e n t

a f te r the match . Desp i te these ser ious se t

backs, Britain produced amagnificent

performance which resulted In a25-18

victory and eventual retention of the Ashes.

The head l i ne In the Sydney Te leg raph the

following morning read, ‘AUSTRALIA

O U T C L A S S E D B Y AT E A M O F C R I P P L E S ’ .

Sadly, on the same day, Saturday 5th

July 1958, former Australian back-row test

forward Frank Burge died aged 63 years.

Burge was aprolific try scorer who, in a

career embracing 213 first grade matches,
scored 218 tries. He toured Britain with the

1921-22 Kangaroos, scoring 33 tries in 23

tour games. Five of those tries were scored

i n a 2 9 - 6 v i c t o r y o v e r L a n c a s h i r e o n t h e

Everton soccer ground. The Toffees thought

that he would make an excellent goalkeeper

and chased h im fo r weeks , o f fe r i ng h im a

£3,000 signing-on fee, an amazing sum of

money in those days. Burge declined the

offer, preferring instead to play the game he
loved.

On Sunday, 5th July 1992, New Zealand

met Papua New Guinea at Carlaw Park,

Auckland in aWorld Championship qualifying

match. The Kiwis had to win by amargin of

109 points in order to qual i fy for the final .

New Zealand scored two tries in the opening

f o u r m i n u t e s a n d r a n i n 1 3 t o u c h d o w n s

altogether but they had to settle for a66-10

victory. Winger Richie Blackmore led the try

scoring with three but full-back Matthew

Ridge could land only four goals from ten

attempts before handing over the substitute

Daryl Halligan who converted all three of his
efforts.

Four years previously, on Tuesday 5th

J u l y 1 9 8 8 , P a p u a N e w G u i n e a e n j o y e d a

more comfortable evening when they

registered a38-12 victoy over Waikato at

Huntly.

It was on this day in 1924, Saturday 5th

July, that the British Lions defeated Central

Queensland 34-20 at Rockhampton. Swinton

winger Frank Evans led the scoring with three

of the eight British tries.
T h e l a s t B r i t i s h t e a m t o w i n a t e s t s e r i e s

i n A u s t r a l i a w e r e t h e 1 9 7 0 L i o n s w h o , o n

this day, Sunday 5th July, defeated Southern

N e w S o u t h W a l e s 2 4 - 1 1 b e f o r e a 7 , 7 9 6

crowd at Wollongong. Stand-off Roger

Millward was outstanding in that match,

scoring ahattrick of tries and three goals

just 24 hours after starring in Britain’s third

test victory.

Back t o B r i t a i n whe re , on t h i s day i n

1996, Friday 5th July, Bradford Bulls pulled

o f f a r e m a r k a b l e 5 0 - 2 2 v i c t o r y o v e r S t .

H e l e n s a t O d s a l . I t w a s S a i n t s ’ b i g g e s t

d e f e a t o f t h e s e a s o n b y f a r b u t t h e y

r e c o v e r e d t o c l i n c h t h e S u p e r L e a g u e

Championship to go alongside their earlier

Challenge Cup victory.

CDO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



C o m m e n t s f r o m

FHE COACH
r

T H E l a s t t w o w e e k s h a v e s h o w n h o w

quickly fortunes can change for any team,

i n a n y s p o r t . A t h o m e t o p r o m o t i o n

favourites Lancashire Lynx we produced

our best attacking display of the season

for the last twenty minutes of

t h e fi r s t h a l f . A f t e r g o i n g

down 10-2 we produced
some excellent football and

s u p p o r t p l a y t o s c o r e 1 8

p o i n t s w i t h o u t r e p l y .

I n s t r u m e n t a l i n a l l f o u r t r i e s

w a s M i c k M a r t i n d a l e ,

producing asuperb inside

pass for Stephen Wilde to go

49 yards to the corner them

putting in Aidie Mead at the

corner, being involved in the build up to

S tephen Wi lde ’s second t r y and then

crashing over himself before halftime.

In the second ha l f Lynx came out

really strongly and in this tough second

p e r i o d w e g a v e a w a y t o o m a n y s i l l y

penalties and got drawn into playing one

man rugby. This allowed Lynx to play most

of the second half in our territory. With the

amount of pressure and territorial

advantage they had I thought i t was a

g rea t de fens i ve e f fo r t on ou r pa r t t o

r e s t r i c t t h e m t o t w o t r i e s , b o t h f r o m fi e l d

kicks.

At Barrow, we expected atough

physical game and that is exactly what we

got. We gave away asoft try in the first

few minutes but then competed well for

the whole of the firs t ha l f . Iwas fa i r ly

confident going in at half time

4 - 2 d o w n , e s p e c i a l l y a s

Barrow had just had aplayer
s e n t o f f . F o r t h e fi r s t 1 0

m i n u t e s o f t h e s e c o n d h a l f

we applied all the pressure

b u t f a i l e d t o c r o s s t h e l i n e . A

couple of mistakes in their

25 allowed Barrow off the

h o o k a n d g a v e t h e m t h e
c o n fi d e n c e t o c o m e b a c k a t

us. Even so with 20 minutes

remaining the game was there for the

taking but for some reason we got the

Jitters and handed over the ball in our own
h a l f o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s . B a r r o w t o o k f u l l

advantage of our mistakes and scored 3

tries directly from our loss of possession.

Our defeat squeezes up the division

y e t a g a i n a n d k e e p s B a r r o w i n t h e

promotion hunt. We have to pull away from

the defeat, learn where we went wrong

and put it right the next time we visit
Barrow.

Today, we enter ta in Work ington, who

will be looking to avenge the defeats we

i n fl i c t e d o n t h e m a t D e r w e n t P a r k a n d

obviously is it important for us to perform

well to ensure aplace in the Battle of the
R o s e s fi n a l .

Overall, Stephen Wilde deserved his

man of the match award, but there were

o t h e r b i g p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m M i c k

M a r t i n d a l e , A fi L e u i l a , P a u l R o u n d a n d

Mickey Edwards when he came on a

substitute.
Paddy Kirwan

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1998

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEE
Founded 1914

Founded 19H

[family finance \family finance
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B E A N
BLAINEY’S

BAKERS

EARLY BIRD

AND CATCH

T H E K I W I S
1 s t To s t S a t u r d a y 3 1 a t O c t o b e r 1 9 9 8

McAlpine Stadium, Huddersfield

High Class Bakers
and Confectioners

2 n d Te s t S a t u r d a y 7 t h N o v o m b c r 1 9 9 8

f t e e b a k S t a d i u m , B o l t o n

3 r d Te s t S a t u r d a y 1 4 1 h N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 8

Vicarage Road, Watford

ADULTS E17 CIS £10

CONCESSIONS £9 £8 £5

H E L P E F I S C I O & D I S A B L E D F R E E AT A L L M AT C H E S

73, Lees Road,

Oldham.
R u g b y L e a g u e

9
8

Series
CHEAr BBiTAIN V

Ticket HOTLINE

Tel : 0161 -624-7391 0113 232 9444
M o n d a y l o F r i d a y 9 . 0 0 a m t o 5 . 0 0 p m

Medlock
LIMITED

The Medlock Team wish the Oldham players, staff and

directors every success for the future and look forward to

us being amajor force in Rugby once again

CD
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
\Ne may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

B.D.S., V.U. Mane

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

Dental

Surgeon

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

●Lottery

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm

Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

S t J o h n ’ s S t r e e t L e e s O l d h a m

Tel 0161 624 2306Tel 01457 872108

Hyneswood

Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone;
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:

0161-627 4367

V est

Oldham Roughyeds



>>

Junior

Roushyeds
Sponsored^
by Broadham
Plant Hire

'h

T H E D A Y I W A S M A S C O T

My name is Sarah Robinson. Ihave been an

Oldham fan for as long as Ican remember. I

go to all the matches mostly with my dad

and grandad.

H I T O A L L T H E J U N I O R R O U G H Y E D S

W e w i s h t o s e n d o u t a w a r m O l d h a m

Rugby League welcome to the Players,
S u p p o r t e r s a n d J u n i o r m e m b e r s o f

Workington.
What awonderful achievement for

Oldham Rugby League to have reached the

top of the Second Division. Well done to all

the Players, Coaching staff and the
Directors.

O u r M a s c o t f o r t o d a y ’ s m a t c h i s L i s a

Wooley. L isa is 10 years o ld. Her favour i te

player is Brian Quinlan.

JULY BIRTHDAYS

We would like to wish Happy Birthday to

the Junior Roughyeds sharing birthdays in
July.

Lauren Wolstenholme

Danny Leech
Dean Leech

Michael Gough
K i m B r o a d b e n t

Alison Newton

Andrew Hali

2nd July

4th July

8th July

8th July

16th July

17th July

18th July

W h e n I w a s p i c k e d o u r f o r m a s c o t

against Barrow Iwas delighted and so were

my family even though it as my second time.

My favourite players are Mick Martindale
and Neil Flanagan. Ienjoyed the day and a
good win too. WELL DONE OLDHAM.

The next Junior Roughyeds meet ing wi l l be

begin at 7pm at the Pennine Lounge on the

6th July 1998.

T h e M a s c o t f o r t h e d a y a g a i n s t B a r r o w

B r a v e s o n t h e 1 7 t h M a y w a s S a r a h

Rob inson . Th i s wha t Sa rah though t o f he r

day:-
Debra Rafferty

BOOKS:

OLDHAM RLFC Acomplete His tory

1876-1997 by Michael Turner

ARugby League Winner
by John Etty

The Struggle for the Ashes
V a r i o u s F r a m e d P r i n t s

An Ideal Gift for any Rugby Fanatic

Roughyeds Car S t i cke rs
Bench Jackets

M a n a g e r s J a c k e t s
Micro Jackets

Rain Jackets

Repiica Shirts Home/Away

Po lo Sh i r t s (C lubc res t )
V a r i o u s C o l o u r s

Polo Sh i r ts (Roughyeds)
A v a i l a b l e i n R e d o r B l u e

S w e a t s h i r t s ( R o u g h y e d s )
Available in Red

Jogging Bottoms

Available in Navy or Grey

R o u g h y e d s S c a r v e s
Wool Hats

(Clubcrest or Roughyeds)
Kit Bags

Pin Badges
Tracksuits

Adult £34.99

Child £29.99

Adult £16.99

Child £13.99

Adult £17.99

Child £14.99

Adult £25.99

Child £19.99

Adult £16.99

£19.00

£7.99

£7.99

£14.99

£1.00

£49.99

£54.99

£23.99

Adult £25.99

Child £22.99

£2.75

£1.99

£9.99/£8.99

£4.99

Adult £3.99

Child £1.99

£17.99

£1.50

Adult £59.99

Child £47.99

£7.99

Key R ings
C a r M i n i K i t s

C l u b / R o u g h y e d s T i e s

T-Shi r ts (Var ious Designs)

(Just in for Summer!)
Match Videos £9.99

THE CLUB SHOP IS OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00am -5.00pm
Phone 0161 627 2141

SHOW YOUR TRUE COLOURS! SUPPORT THE ROUGHYEDS

Video’s of all Oldham's Matches (Flome &Away) can be ordered for only £9.99!!!

New Match Video

Ordering Service!

***
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Wilson IrvingA'

CELEBRITY
.O

“STRONG BY NAME,

STRONG BY NATURE”

WILSON

O L D H A M R L F C A N D

CAPTAIN OF THE

FIRST WORKINGTON

T E A M i n a n i n t e r v i e w

with Brian Walker.

w i th loca l Jus t i ce o f the Peace Mrs Fanny Yearn

where he struck up an immediate friendship with
fe l iow lodger and young Welsh pro Verdun

Rhydderch and was also in good company with
fe l low Cumbr ians Fred Ashwor th , Joe McNal ly and

Bert Ambler already at the club.

Wilson Irving's name appeared for the first

t ime on the fi rs t team shee t on the 5 th February

1938 for the home game against Huddersfield

who by coincidence the same day paraded their
new capture from Oldham, full back Bob Cattlin.

The young scrum half was soon introduced to
Rugby League reality and spent the next five

weeks on Wainright Ward, Oldham Royal Infirmary

recover ing f rom acar t i lage opera t ion !

I r v i n g ’ s O l d h a m c a r e e r w a s s o o n s e v e r e l y

curtailed by military call up prior to the outbreak of
the Second World War.

Marrying Waterhead girl Elsie Taylor just before
the Christmas of ‘39 the only rugby Wilson was to

play before the cessation of hostilities was the

occasional Union game with the Royal Artillery.
Returning to Watersheddings in the Spring of

1945 co inc ided w i th the news tha t a t tempts were

being made to get a

professional Workington side
into the soon to be reformed

Rugby League Championship.

W i l s o n n o t o n l y r e c e i v e d t h e
invitation to return to Cumbria

but to captain the new

c l u b . Te r m s w e r e q u i c k l y s t r u c k

wi th O ldham and I rv ing d id
indeed captain the side in their

first match against Broughton

Rangers which they won 27-5 in
front of a4000 crowd.

Workington finished that
first season 19th out of a

League of 27. Wilson Irving

played for 3more seasons (also
r e p r e s e n t i n g C u m b e r l a n d ) a n d
with the arrival of the mercurial

G u s R i s m a n i n 1 9 4 6 t h e

springboard was in place for the

W o r k i n g t o n t e a m t o w i n t h e

League Championship in 1951

and the Challenge Cup at Wembley in ‘52!
Ihad the pleasure to meet up with Wilson

before the Oldham game at Derwent Park last
m o n t h . N o w 7 9 W i l s o n h a s n o t h i n g b u t p l e a s a n t
m e m o r i e s o f h i s t i m e i n O l d h a m a n d w i t h h i s w i f e

s t i l l r e t u r n s t o t h e t o w n o n o c c a s i o n s .

He rightly points out that what Workington
ach ieved in the la te 40 ’s can be mi r ro red by the

Roughyeds in the 90’s!

-- ■’>

"'s.■ +

IRVING,

J i m m y P a r k i n s o n
f o r m e r O l d h a m a n d

C u m b r i a n f u l l b a c k a n d

t h e n O l d h a m c l u b o f fi c i a l

knew the Cumbrian

rugby scene better than most. Jimmy had turned
up in the sleepy Moss Bay area of Workington,
booked aroom at the Moss Bay Hote l , p laced 100
£ 1 n o t e s a r o u n d t h e t a b l e a n d w a i t e d f o r t h e

k n o c k o n t h e d o o r .

Workington Zebras scrum half, Wilson Irving,

had just returned north after turning out the
previous Saturday for Oldham ‘A’ against Halifax

A’ - ‘S t rong by name. S t rong by na tu re ’ read the

green final headl ines on the

M u m p s S t a t i o n n e w s s t a n d . B y

the t ime the s team t ra in pu l l ed

out on the first leg of the long BH
return journey to Cumberland, UB
the young scrum half had half a
dozen copies tucked under his HH
arm. To protect his Rugby Union

a n o n y m i t y ‘ S t r o n g ’ w a s t h e

name pencilled into the Oldham

team sheet. U B
To an 18 year old Cumbrian

miner having spent his first ever

night away from home (not to
mention in an hotel -the Red

L i o n , C r o s s S t r e e t , w h e r e t h e

trams kept him awake all night) B
his impression of Oldham was aW
bit like what you would expect fc
from an Oldhamer who in 1938 ' v
left the town to arrive in

Manhatten!

He had plenty to re lay back

to his father about his cotton town experiences
espec ia l l y the news he had been o f fe red £100 to

take the pro ticket -‘Ask for £110 came the reply’.
Never before having seen £100 In one place

at one time, Wilson did not take too much

persuading part icular ly as the offer was to inc lude

accommodation and ajob on the Watersheddings
groundstaff.

‘Digs’ were in Carlton Avenue, Watersheddings

CjD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Frank Fos te r

INTERVIEWS
also had much praise for the ball winning skills of

the Kevin Taylor/Ken Wilson partnership and full
back Martin Murphy who Frank reckoned was every

bit the equal of GB star, Paul Charlton. Amongst

his playing colleagues at his other clubs, Roger
Mi lward a t Hu l l K . R. and Har ry Archer a t

Workington are singled out for special praise.
Renowned fo r be ing one o f t he games

" h a r d m e n ” , w h e n a s k e d a b o u t h i s " h a r d e s t "

opponents Frank l ists Derek Turner, who like
himself was never the biggest man in the pack and
a s o m e w h a t l e s s t h a n o b v i o u s c h o i c e t h e e x

Swinton half back George Parkinson.
After h is spel l w i th Oldham, Frank went on to

be the coach at Barrow for ten years and he still
l i v e s i n t h e F u r n e s s t o w n .

He plays bowls, has four grandchi ldren,

spends time at his caravan in the Southern Lakes
and still watches “Super League” on TV, which

Frank descr ibes as adi fferent sport -but he enjoys
it all the same.

Following on from
the recent article

which featured ex

“ R o u g h y e d s ” l o o s e
forward

Tu r n e r, t h i s w e e k w e
are treated to an

e x p o s e f r o m a n o t h e r

formidable Oldham

f o r w a r d f r o m t h e

p a s t , F r a n k F o s t e r a

ball playing prop
forward of the

highest calibre and
excellent field kicker

t a k e s t h e s p o t l i g h t ,

again the subject of
an interview with

Brian Walker.

Frank signed for Oldham in January 1972,

having already played for six years at Workington,

six years at Hull K.R., and two years each at
B r a d f o r d N o r t h e r n a n d B a r r o w. S o i t w a s a s a

seasoned professional with test match and county
h o n o u r s t h a t F r a n k a r r i v e d a t Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s .

Strangely enough Frank's one test appearance

was in the loose forward position against the
1967 touring Australians. However, it is as a

tough, uncompromising and extremely skilful prop
f o r w a r d t h a t F r a n k i s b e s t r e m e m b e r e d . O f h i s

f r o n t r o w c o n t e m p o r a r i e s h e r a t e d , a m o n g s t

others, Dennis Hartley, Cliff Watson, Mick Clark
and John Warlow. His main regret was missing out

on the 1968 Wor ld Cup se r i es i n Aus t ra l i a when

Hull K. R. team mate Bill Holliday was selected,
though unfit, and did not play in any of the games.

Frank says that the biggest influence on his
career were three times GB tourist Brian Edgar and

Cumbrian rugby guru Tom Mitchel l , the long

serving Workington Town official, who instilled into
his charges a“proud to be Cumbrian” mentality.

Of his t ime at Oldham he remembers that after

his arrival the playing fortunes of the club, which

had been struggling, turned round completely and
all but one of the remaining thirteen first team

fixtures were won with the only defeat coming to a
last minute try at Warrington. The decision to

come to Watersheddings came after an approach

by coach Graham Starkey and Frank’s opinion was
that with players of the quality of Irving, Murphy,

McCone, Wilson and recently signed Cliff Hill, the
prospec ts looked good.

Recalling his Oldham days he thought Bob
Irving was among the best team mates he ever

p layed w i th and was amazed tha t O ldham
managed to retain his services for so long. He

Derek

1

Ateam photograph of the 1972 Oldham squad
featuring Frank Foster and further details of that

season are included in todays “From the Pen of
Michael Turner”.
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VISITORS
throughout both good and bad times.
His experiences within the game will be
a v e r y u s e f u l a s s e t t o t h e m a n y

youngsters now progressing through the
r a n k s a t D e r w e n t P a r k .

NICKY CRELLIN

Forward. Agentle giant of ayoung man,
who is another Junior product from
Town’s Academy school. Still very much
on alearning curve but looks capable of
making abig impact in Rugby league,
once he acquires an aggressive streak.

S T E V E M A G U I R E

F o r w a r d . A n e w r e c r u i t t h i s s e a s o n t o

the Town ranks, but of course not a

stranger to the Derwent Park set up. He
originally came to Town in 1982 as a
stand o ff and remained for five years ,

e n j o y i n g m i x e d s u c c e s s d u r i n g s o m e

l e a n y e a r s f o r t h e C l u b . H e

subsequently has served Barrow and
W h i t e h a v e n a s a c r e a t i v e b a c k r o w

forward very effectively. Now he can
demonstrate those matured talents

‘ b a c k h o m e ’ , a n d w i l l s u r e l y p r o v i d e

effect ive input for the less experienced

members of the Town camp.
ANTHONY SAMUELS

Forward. Arough, tough, New Zealand
impor t , who firs t ly came to our shores

a n d t r i e d h i s l u c k w i t h W i d n e s b e f o r e

trekking further north. Hopefully will
real ly sett le in here at Workington and

can add some much needed qualities,

of strength and aggression, to the Town
pack.

M A R K K E E N A N

Back . An ex -Academy p roduc t who i n

those early days starred as awily, tricky

and aggressive scrum half. Progressed
through Alliance football in similar
f a s h i o n , t h e n w a s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a

v e r y t a l e n t e d w i n g e r i n To w n ’ s
superleague days. Injury has enforced a

longer-than-wished-for lay off recently,
b u t o n c e f u l l y r e c o v e r e d ‘ K e e n o ’ w i l l

return to tantalise and torment

opposing defences.
M I K E B E T H W A I T E

Back . Ano the r ta len ted p laye r p lagued

by injuries. Mike’s career with Town saw
him initially take on the number six
J e r s e y , a l w a y s b e i n g a p r o m i n e n t

m e m b e r i n t h e A l l i a n c e g r a d e , w i t h a

good kicking game. Achange to the

hooking role never hampered his abil ity,

and indeed he became an

a c c o m p l i s h e d n u m b e r n i n e d u r i n g t h e

club’s superleague spel l .

G R A E M E C L O S E

Diminu t i ve u t i l i t y back who has l inked

up with Town following spells with
Sal ford and Warr ington, pr ior to which

h e l e a r n e d h i s t r a d e a s a J u n i o r i n

Wigan. Has akeen 'footballing brain’
and has made an immediate impact in

t h e D e r w e n t P a r k r a n k s a s a n

organiser.
S T E V E A R N O L D

Back. First graduated into League life
wi th t he Woo ls ton ama teu r c l ub , t hen

moved on to Warrington’s pro club. Now
the former Wolves junior has Joined the

Town Wi lderspool br igade at Derwent
P a r k . P l a y s i n t h e t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o r

f u l l b a c k w i t h e q u a l d i s t i n c t i o n . H a s

deceptive pace and tackle-beating

ability.
MATEAKI MAPI

Winger/centre. Made the long Journey

from the beautiful island of Tonga to
s e e k a L e a g u e c a r e e r . A S o u t h S e a s

‘flying machine’ who made an

immediate impact with Town fans

although primarily araw recruit learning
t he RL t r ade . He has now made ab ig

i m p r o v e m e n t i n h i s d e f e n s i v e g a m e

w h i c h , a l l i e d t o h i s w e l l d o c u m e n t e d

p a c e , ( i e . a f o r m e r O l y m p i a n ) m a k e s
h i m a f o r c e t o b e r e c k o n e d w i t h i n t h i s

division.

D E N N I S B I B B Y

Three-quarter. It must be said this

young Penr i th man has endured asee¬

saw Town career. An Academy product

w i t h c o m m i t m e n t t h a t w a s s e c o n d t o

n o n e , D e n n i s i n v a r i a b l y s t r u g g l e d t o

make first team ranking, having aloan
spell at Carlisle to gain experience. Now
b a c k i n T o w n c o n t e n t i o n h e i s k e e n t o

p r o v e h i s w o r t h , a n d w a s v e r y
i m p r e s s i v e i n t h e e a r l y s e a s o n
encounters.

CARL RODEN

Halfback. AWarrington Academy

g r a d u a t e , w h e r e h e i s s t i l l h i g h l y

regarded, who Joined Town last season.

Carl plays either six or seven, although
r e c e n t t r i a l s a t h o o k e r h a v e a d d e d a n

extra dimension to his skills. His game
p l a n e f fi c i e n c y i s e x c e l l e n t , b e i n g a

r e l i a b l e d i s t r i b u t o r a n d t a c t i c i a n .

CRAIG FISHER

Scrum Half. Former Town Academy
r e g u l a r , n o w a c c e p t e d a s a fi r s t t e a m

corner stone. Anippy runner is ‘k ipper ’ ,

probably prefers a‘dry track' in keeping
with all the games diminutive tricksters.
H e h a s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d h i s r o l e a s t h e

team’s number one goalkicker, and is
becoming increasingly reliable in that
vital trade.

DAMIEN WHITTER

F o r w a r d . A n o t h e r f o r m e r W i l d e r s p o o l

player. Damien’s physique and visual
presence was exactly what was required
t o s c a r e o p p o n e n t s a n d b o o s t t h e

rather lightweight looking Town pack of
l as t season. When e i ther d r i v ing in a t

fi r s t m a n ( a l w a y s a d a u n t i n g t a s k ) o r

holding the defensive line Damien has

provided rock sol id effect iveness.

DANIEL SOWERBY

H o o k e r . A l w a y s r e g a r d e d a s t h e ‘ M r

Fitness’ of Denwent Park. Daniel never

stops work ing throughout agame.
J o i n e d To w n i n ‘ 9 5 a s a r a w A c a d e m y

recru i t , in i t ia l ly as aback. However the

move to the pack brought out the best

f r o m a t a l e n t e d y o u n g m a n w h o c a n

generate so much enthusiasm for rugby
league that he will make it to the top

surely.

SCOTT WALKER

Forward. Origins at Hensingham, then
S c o t t m o v e d s o u t h f o r a s p e l l a t

W i d n e s . H i s r e t u r n t o C u m b r i a h a s s e e n

h i m d o n t h e c o l o u r s o f m a i n r i v a l s

Whitehaven, Egremont Rangers, and
n o w T o w n . H e s e e m s w e l l s e t t l e d a t

D e r w e n t P a r k , w h e r e f a n s e n j o y t h e

sight of his aggressive charges.
BARRY WILLIAMS

F o r w a r d . J o i n e d To w n f r o m C a r l i s l e ,

hav ing had ap rev i ous success fu l l oan

s p e l l . N o o n e c a n d e n y o p i n i o n s t h a t

Baz is atop class player, with talent to

burn. His abi l i ty to charge and ‘offload’

i s s e c o n d t o n o n e i n t h e g a m e .

Unfortunately his Town career has been

rather of astop-start fashion owing to
niggling injuries. Once fully pain free
and 1001% fit Barry will be utilised as a

major destruct ive weapon for Town, no

doubt about it.

JASON MOORE

Forward. AMaryport lad who Joined

To w n f r o m t h e f a m o u s E l b r a R a n g e r s

a m a t e u r s . J a s o n i s a c h u n k y b u t v e r y

m o b i l e f o r w a r d w h o t a k e s a l o t o f

putting down when he hits the line at
p a c e , a n d i s a l s o a k e e n d e f e n s i v e

worker never tak ing abackward step.

PETER RILEY

Forward. Along-serving ‘Townie’ having
Just completed his benefit year. Peter
h a s h a d a r a t h e r y o - y o To w n v o c a t i o n

but served it with creditable distinction

a n d h a s r e m a i n e d l o y a l t o t h e C l u b

PERSONAL Masonij Cleaning &Restoration Co. Ltd.

TYRES, SERVICES &EXHAUSTS
Beever S t ree t , O ldham

Tel 0161 624 2826

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1998

S T O N E C L E A N E R S & R E S T O R E R S

Contact Mike Blandford on 0161 652 5445
A l l t h e L u c k i n t h e Wo r l d

to the ‘98 Roughyeds

St
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Harlequins
Cabaret Bar
Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife

Top Cabaret Acts ❖Live Sky Sports

❖English Horse Racing ❖

Cabaret

Bar
tm ●, .

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard
Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

HARLEQUINS
liiltistt

PuiOob
Europe

PiT]ue
Saotiaeo III

Cabaret

I Bar
Mediterranean

FULLY AIRCONDITION

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

●BP 79 54 60

fari.nl
'^Jl

Lixal 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden

PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0

tLiavTitiig

(jT)



MATCH BY MATCH 1998

®®®99IT 0IMT ^At1
Rssutl

F-A
JANUARY

LMitlRQbInton RgundJidunan
Gu«il Hough Midon

MtNIebolH Barker Fisnagan38-18 Meed Ect*n(ey Wilde1Thun ROCHDALE H(Lew Cup)

18 Sue HEWORTH(iU.CC3rdRR«>i«na) A3.00

K3.00

Fl«<nb>gEckertMyShew Pmcatt RohiAMnMaden
Beikr

Round
Mead Cooper Paoegee2943 36-14 Wilde Oiggie

FEBRUARY

FlemingEckenley CleggMvtlndale RobintoflMaden Ounllan
Barker

Round
Mead Cooper McNIcholai Flanagan

4ST9
Wilde OIggitISun WIONES|RlCC3rdRod) H3.00

APRIL 1998

H4.00IBfrt LANCASHIRE LYNX

Maden VatleyMartindala Rohinson RoundSinlleld ShawClegg Hough EdwardsCooper McHIcholas Baker FlanaganOarkes Leulla13 Mon WORKINGTON TOWN A3.B0 1344 22-18

VarleyRound Preicotl
Shaw

Martlndale RohlnsoA
Maders Hough Edwards Sinlleld

Barker FILeulla Cooper Eckersley igan
A7.45 1069

10-12 Wilde Darkes
22 Wed BRAMLEY

Clegg Shaw
Martlndale Rohinson Round

Edwards
Sinlleld VarleyMaders HoughEtkeraley Barker FlanaganOarkes

Leulla Cooper26 Sun DONCASTER DRAGONS A3.00 1030 20-8

MAY

SinHtld Eheseolt
Madlndale VarleyMadioia ShawRoond Hough Edwords

Eckersley Barker FtanganMead Oarkes Uuila
Wilde

H3.00 2921 32-804Mon BRAMLEY

Prescottvarley CleggNedioie Merllndeie
Hough EdwardsBarker FlanaganLiuiia Oartee Eckersley1929 28-20

BATLEY BULLDOGS
H3.00

ShawCleggNadiole
Marlindale SinHfld VarleyEdwards MadersRound

oarkes Eckersley
Berkar Flenegi

13-4
Wllkinsen Mead Liuiia17 Sun BARROW BORDER RAIDERS H3.00 1967

Piescoll
Maad Sinlleld varleyShaw Nadiole Martlndale

Round Hough Edwards
Eckersley Barker Flanagan

Oarkes CooperA3.00 1482 6-27 Wilkinson
24 Sun YORK

Prescott RoundMarlindale SIntleld varleyEdwards Nadiole
Shaw

RohinsonEckersley Wilkinson Flanagan16-18 Wilde Mead Daites31 Sun RR LANCASHIRE LYNX A3.00 1351

JUNE

Vailey Round
Marlindale Mead CleggShaw Sinlleld

NadioleKoughCooper Eckersley Wilkinson FlanagarWilde Datkes LeullaA3.00 1057 27-107Sun RR WORKINGTON

varleyCrook EdwordsKaflole SlnHeld
Hound

Proctor
Eckertley Wilkinegn FlanaganCooper32-1Son RR BARROW BRItthMUM)

Edwords Shaw
Nadiole Martiftdale

Crook
Sitrfield

Wilkinson Hough
Uello Cooper Eckersley25-2D Wilde Mead19 Ffi RRLANCASHIRELiWItaMnto) HT.30 1856

Mead Crook Varlay
Shaw

Nadiole Martlndale
Prettor Hough EdwardsWilkinson

Daikes Leulla28 Sun RR BARROW BORDER RAIDERS AS.OO 1333 2-19 Wilde

Appearances &Scorers . . . .Season 1998 to da teJULY

H3.0BSSun RR WORKINGTON

Goals D.G. PtsSubs TriesAppsGoals DG PtsSub TriesApps19 Sen RR FINAL 83 2Joe McNicholas

Aidie Mead

Joe Nadiole

M i c k P r e s c o t t

Andy Proctor

Brian Quinlan
Darren Robinson

Paul Round

Graeme Shaw

Ian Sinfield

Nathan Varley

Steve Wilde

C h r i s W i l k i n s o n

Does not include Law Cup and Friendlies

2 89Craig Barker

Jason Clegg

Sean Cooper
Paul Crook

Richard Darkes

Craig Diggle

Chris Eckersley

M i c k E d w a r d s

Neil Flanagan

Andy Fleming

John Hough
A fi L e u i l a

Martin Maders

M i c k M a r t l n d a l e

128 3 31 626 Sun LANCASHIRE LYNX A3.00

49 13 111
45 11AUGUST 143

5324 811
H3.002Bun WORKINGTON

1262822
821 7322 816 Sun DONCASTER K3.n 11

126 3889 2 2
A3.1S 823 Sun BATLEY 10 3 21214 3

6 42
30 Sun BARROW BORDER RAIDERS A3.D0

1 1016413
2051020SEPTEMBER 511

19 3 418
1

6Sun YORK
1612 4

Best W îsheS for the Seosott Healthcare Group pic
All photographs by kind permission of the Oldham Evening Chronicle

w h o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w e g r a t e f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e .

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A V M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



●●

.W-'m'V//,. ,ii;;

-\I,'wu I’ ■

n-
i'

Ai
'M'

.tn .'●'

r

«!
IM

/i
V, r/} ■ ‘i!(

/●

#'

Tun
9

tiu:*

-la
» ● .■

'0;
r.uxrT .curTT

/Jrt- «.v>

/i
/> ●/.

rTur^

«

>-.A!,v *^ft

\d V

nOFI
Oft,'V FF»O

V

■-w itrr?v*Q^“®n

nm
LULCrn

6Uf^

owTP.-

i

624 6648r-"*.

If
\

r-

^lySo4 i^outA
,.-M
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/acciobnt^
[assistajjce^

Back Row: Michael Edwards, Chris Eckersley, Brian Quinlan, Nathan Varley, Paul Round,

,Graeme Shaw, Keith Atkinson, Craig Diggle, Sean Cooper.
Middle Row: Paddy Kirwan (Coach), Darren Robinson, Graig Barker, Richard Darkes,

Jason Clegg, Martin Maders, Andy Fleming, Afi Leuila, Steve Wanless (Physio),
Mick Coates (Asst. Coach),

Front Row: Michael Prescott, Steven Wilde, Neil Flanagan, John Hough, Ian Sinfield

Aidrian Mead, Joe McNicholas. r\
CO



Sam Shepherd, Int GSenior Referee 1960-7̂

S a m S h e p h e r d , o n e o f
O l d h a m s m o s t f a m o u s

r e f e r e e s , f o r m e r h e a d ¬
master, now retired, lives

In the town, rare ly misses

a n O l d h a m g a m e a n d i s
s t i i l a c t i v e a s a r e f e r e e s

assessor.

memor ies o f p layers and games gone by. We are
i n d e e d i n d e b t e d t o t h e C h a i r m a n a n d h i s B o a r d f o r

their courage in resurrecting professional Rugby in
the town.

Anyway to the point -my interest in refereeing
began in 1957 encouraged and stimulated by R.L.
( D i c k i e ) T h o m a s a n d s u b s e q u e n t i y i j o i n e d t h e
O l d h a m R e f e r e e s S o c i e t y. B y t h e 6 0 ’ s w e c o u l d
boast 4Grade 1Refs, Dick ie Thomas, A lex Giwons,

Terry Keane and myself. Currently Alan Burke is our

only Grade 1but we must not forget our quota of top
class touch Judges, Paul Hewitt (officiated at
Wembley on 3occasions), John Ward (can also claim

Wembley on his CV), and of course Fred Royales and
Tony Martin both operate on the Super League lines.

Without doubt the most distinguished Oldham

r e f e r e e w a s B i l l M c C u t c h e o n . S i g n e d i n 1 8 9 1 b y
Oldham from South Wales the three quarter was to

gain 7Welsh RU International Caps and win aTriple
Crown medal. Retiring as aplayer Bill was to go on to
be an International Referee, club committee member
and was President of the Club when Oldham won the

Challenge Cup in 1925.
Iwas fortunate to have officiated at atime when

there were p lenty o f re feree ing ‘charac ters ’ -C lay,

Wilson, Manley, Gelder, Coates, Davies and Geraghy,
spring readily to mind. Regrettably though there is
now aserious shortage of quality officials, although I
find no lack of advise for the ref from those around

me at the games! They SOUND knowledgeable, so to

find out Ipose 2very basic questions-

a ) W h e n t h e r e f e r e e a w a r d s a p e n a l t y , i s h e

penalising aplayer or the team? and b) what are the
4 c h o i c e s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e k i c k e r a f t e r a p e n a l t y
award?

Reading the superb recent

programme article by

'Guest Wr i ter” George Worth ington cer ta in ly s t i r red
some fond memories! George now living in Devon is

both aformer Oldham head teacher and neighbour of

m ine . For years George was amember o f the o ld

Oldham club and aregular of Watersheddings ‘E’
stand. Incidentally George can been seen on page 35

of Michael Turners Oldham R.L. ‘bible’ standing on

the terraces of Hunslet’s old Parkside ground clad in

overcoat, cap and gloves, shielding his eyes from the
winter sun! (Did Isay winter?)

One of my earliest of many fond memories of
the Oldham club was being persuaded by my father
to travel down from York to watch the ‘54 Lancashire

Cup Final against Barrow. As usual, father wanted to

be able to ‘ lean' against abarrier, so Ispent from 1

o’clock ‘ t i l 3watching the grass grow and alas what
was to come later was not much more exciting -the

Oldham team was never in i t , even though we had

already beaten them twice that season! Anyway we

were already into the 14 match unbeaten run against
Wigan and with hindsight Isuppose we all eventually
t o o k s o l a c e f r o m t h a t .

To the more recent past . What an emot ional

experience it was on New Years Day at Spotland to
see Oldham turn out in the old familiar strip. Jogging Regards, Sam Shepherd.

Iva Slateloose

Guest Writer
HIS EXPERIENCE WILL PROVE INVALUABLE Old bugger

p a s t h i s b e s t

H A S N O W B R O K E N I N T O T H E F I R S T T E A M S Q U A D - W e

have alot of injuries

EQUALLY AT HOME AS... -Doesn't know what his best

position is

H I G H LY T H O U G H T O F B Y T H E C O A C H I N G S TA F F - Ye s

man!

WILL ADD COMPETITION FOR PLACES -Not good enough

to be first choice

H A S H A D E X P E R I E N C E I N S Y D N E Y C L U B F O O T B A L L -

Overpaid, talentless Aussie

B E E N I N V O L V E D I N R U G B Y L E A G U E M O S T O F H I S

ADULT LIFE -Can’t get aproper job

T R A I N E D H A R D I N T H E O F F S E A S O N U n fi t !

ELDER STATESMAN -Played when Jeff Grayshon was a

P E N P I C T U R E S - W H A T T H E Y R E A L L Y M E A N

RENOWNED FOR HIS TACKLING -Can't catch or pass a

ball

ONE FOR THE FUTURE -Not much good, but we need him

to make up the squad.
PLAYER WITH ALOT OF POTENTIAL -Useless

ASTRONG RUNNER -Can't tackle

E X P E C T I N G G R E AT T H I N G S T H I S S E A S O N - H o p e l e s s l a s t

year

C H U N K Y B U T M O B I L E Yo u f a t b a s t a r d !

STEPPED UP FROM THE ACADEMY SIDE -We don’t pay

enough to get decent players
S P E L L S W I T H M O R E C L U B S T H A N Y O U C A N C O U N T -

Trouble Maker!

VERY POPULAR WITH THE CROWD -Dirty Sod!

NEVER SHIRKS ACHALLENGE -Thick as two short planks

ALWAYS READY TO OFFLOAD -Doesn’t like being tackled

SPEEDY AND ELUSIVE -Fanny merchant!

boy

GOOD UNDER AHIGH BALL -Can’t bend down

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



F r o m T h e

EDITOR
knows why there was such alarge difference

i n O l d h a m ’ s a t t e n d a n c e s b e t w e e n t h e fi r s t

g a m e s p l a y e d a t B o u n d a r y P a r k a n d
Spotland and the second game at each

venue. Except , o f course, tha t January 1s t

and May 4th were both Bank Holidays. This
suggests that publ ic hol idays produce better

attendances which also suggests that the
l o s s o f t h e G o o d F r i d a y fi x t u r e a g a i n s t

L a n c a s h i r e Ly n x w a s a b i g g e r c a t a s t r o p h e

than at first sight appears.
T h e s e c o n d f a c t o r I w o u l d t h r o w i n t o t h e

equat ion is the ex t raord inary fix tu re l i s t . I t
can be of benefit to none of the Second

Div is ion s ides to have th ree home games,

fol lowed by three away, fol lowed by another

three at home. Spectators who only attend at

home and are on alimited budget become

s e l e c t i v e , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y a t t e n d a s a

family. Some will attend two out of three,

others perhaps only one out of three and I
have no doubt that some have said to

themselves, ‘I’ve seen Barrow once, so I’ll

miss the next Barrow game and watch

Lancashire Lynx instead’ . Of course ground

availability is part of the reason for the way

the fixtures fall, but this only emphasises the

need to be in control of your own destiny with

aground of your own or one in which you
have avested interest.

Finally, Iwatched Swinton play Widnes in

an excellent First Division game afortnight

ago. All the game lacked was acrowd better

than the 1,349 who did attend. Now if all the

p e o p l e I s a w s a t o u t s i d e t h e p u b s a n d

parked in the retail parks on my way to the

ground had actually been at Gigg Lane ...!

ARECENT le t te r in League Express f rom a

reader in Workington purported to show that

attendances for summer rugby in 1997 were

higher in the first half of the season than in
the second.

A n o b v i o u s e x p l a n a t i o n w o u l d b e t h a t

fans o f c lubs w i th d isappo in t ing resu l ts do

not attend in such large numbers once they

see how their Club’s season is going. Since,

however, we are talking averages here, would

t h i s n o t b e o f f s e t b y s u p p o r t e r s o f

s u c c e s s f u l c l u b s a t t e n d i n g i n g r e a t e r
n u m b e r s a s t h e s e a s o n r e a c h e d i t s c l i m a x ?

Our correspondent’s view was, Ibel ieve, that

s u m m e r r u g b y w a s a f a i l u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y

because July, August and September are
peak holiday months.

Now, while Iam not necessari ly agreeing

with th is v iew, Ihave always been surpr ised

that rugby league did not test the water first

before going over lock, stock and barrel to

summer rugby. After all major companies like
C a d b u r y o r I C I s p e n d m i l l i o n s o n t e s t

marketing any new product they are thinking

of introducing. Not so rugby league. We Just
took aleap in the dark. And since many

s u p p o r t e r s r e m a i n u n c o n v i n c e d a b o u t

s u m m e r r u g b y i t m i g h t , a t t h e v e r y l e a s t ,

have been agood idea to undertake a

thorough-going stat ist ical analysis of several

seasons of winter rugby to ascertain what

t rends and pat te rns app l ied and whether a

switch of seasons might reasonably have
been expected to produce an improvement in
overall attendances.

A l l o f w h i c h l e a d s m e t o P a u l M a r s h a l l ’ s

letter in the last programme. In short no-one

«
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F r o m t h e

Supporters Club
match within areasonable t ime prior to kick off and

depart for home immediately after the match.
W A T E R S H E D D I N G S 1 0 7 B R A N C H

We w i l l b e t a k i n g c o a c h e s t o a l l a w a y m a t c h e s ,
m e m b e r s o f a l l b r a n c h e s w i l l r e c e i v e d i s c o u n t . W e w i l l

be doing afree draw every week for one person to
receive free travel.

We get there in time to mix with the Supporters -if
we don't break down HA HA and get to talk to the

players after the match. To reserve your seat contact

Debbie on 633 0849 or Cathy 624 2942. We would
a l s o l i k e t o t h a n k t h e W h e a t s h e a f a t B a r r o w f o r t h e i r

D U T Y F R E E S H O P P I N G

Looking to the future, we are considering the

p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f o r g a n i s i n g a s p e c i a l C h r i s t m a s
Shopping Weekend to either Bruges or Paris, including

atrip to aHypermarket on the outskirts of Calais on

the return journey. The trip will include aone night stay
on the continent and aChannel crossing by Le Shuttle.

Itineries for both trips are now available and if you
are interested please contact either Alice (633 6780)

or Trevor (628 8006) for acopy and further details.
AWAY TRAVEL

We will be organising coach travel to all away matches

this season, with coaches depart ing from the Black

H o r s e p u b l i c h o u s e o n R i p p o n d e n R o a d ,

Watersheddings. Seats on the coaches can be reserved
by contacting Joyce (665 1832) prior to match day.

Members of the main branch of the Supporters
Club receive adiscount on the above prices.

Please contact Joyce (665 1832) for details of the

departure time and prices for the future away matches.
T h e s e c o a c h e s a r e s c h e d u l e d t o a r r i v e a t t h e

hospitality.
Ladies, the 107 branch will be having anight to

remember -we will be having aLadies Night on 22 July

at Mr Wrigleys - for more detai ls contact Debbie or

C a t h y o n t h e a b o v e n u m b e r s o r t i c k e t s c a n b e
purchased from Marie at Mr Wrigleys.

Yours secretary
Debbie Holmes

OLDHAM

ROUGHYEDS

and

Become AWinner

W i t h O u r W e e k l e y L o t t e r y . . .

*7^ S<!itccuCei^
99

£ 2 5 0 R o l l o v e r e a c h w e e k

I f Y a n k e e I s N o t W o n !

H e l p Y o u r s e l f ! H e l p Y o u r C l u b !

T o J O I N P H O N E S c o t t o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

dDO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



From the Pen of . .

Michael Turner
To tie in with the feature on ex Roughyed (and Workington Town) forward Frank Foster
elsewhere in the programmes, today we iook back at the 1972-73 season and ask...

Was it really aquarter of acentury ago?
AFTER the successful run in at the conclusion

of the 1971-72 season when 12 of the last

13 league matches were won, the fo l lowing

campaign was ant ic ipated wi th ameasure of

o p t i m i s m a n d c o n fi d e n c e t h a t h a d b e e n

den ied the Roughyeds suppor te rs fo r qu i te
some time.

Martin Murphy remained as safe as ever

at fu l l back. Mick McCone was at r icky and
e l u s i v e s c r u m h a l f a n d t h e w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d

Wilson/Taylor front row partnership ensured a

more than equal supply of possession, th is

being at atime when the art of actually
winning the ball at ascrum was sti l l evident.

Tony Wainwr ight was s igned f rom Leeds to
add some flair to the three quarter l ine and

F r e d F l a i l a n d J o h n n y F a r r e l l c a m e f r o m
B l a c k p o o l t o b o l s t e r t h e b a c k r o w o f t h e
forwards.

The team possessed two excel lent “bal l

players” in Frank Foster and stand off Cliff Flill

and no one benefited more directly from their
distribution than second row forward Bob

Irving who scored 13 tries. Flowever, Bob was

but one of seven Oldham players who scored

ten t r ies or more. This feat has only been

bettered on two occasions, not surprisingly by

the great 1950’s side in 1957-58 and 1958-
59 when e igh t Roughyeds go t i n to doub le

figures. Top of the list was Mike Elliott with 20
t o u c h d o w n s a n d t h e o t h e r s w e r e N o r m a n

Hodgkinson (18), Tony Wainwright (16), Phi l

Larder and Bob Irving (13), Tommy Davies and

Kevin Taylor (11). Larder also landed 127

goals to finish top points scorer with atotal of
293, this being the era of the three point try.

Elliott was an “ever present” playing in all 43
o f t h e fi r s t c l a s s m a t c h e s .

M o s t n o t a b l e m e m o r i e s o f t h e s e a s o n

include:-

A s a d e x i t f r o m t h e L a n c a s h i r e C u p

fo l lowing Foster ’s d ismissal a t Sal ford -The

crowd invading the pitch when Great Britain

w e r e d e f e a t e d 1 8 - 1 5 a t Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s -

M u r p h y ’ s w o n d e r t r y i n t h e B B C F l o o d l i t

Trophy at Leigh -The “special” train to Flull in

the Challenge Cup -Larder's eleven goals at

Blackpool.

O l d h a m 3 0 v W h i t e h a v e n 1 3 A u g u s t 2 3 r d , 1 9 7 2
Back Rotv; Tommy Davies, Bill Churm, Bob Irving, Martin Murphy, Mike Elliott, Geoff Munro, Ken Wilson, Frank Foster,
Keith Jackson. Front row. Mick McCone, Phil Larder, Joe Collins, Cliff Flill, Kevin Taylor, Norman Hodgkinson, Mascot

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing TEAM PHOTOS of the “Roughyeds of

Yesteryear'. I f anyone has any photos that they think would be of interest piease contact Brian Waiker,
0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5
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Trife

IVILSONS TROPHIES
t B t h e

191 LEESRI), OI.DHAM

LANCS, 01.4 ILS

FAX: (0161) 628 6058

e-mail: Trophics@dial.pipcx.com

ByBby UaBMe

FREEPHONE 0800 W6 933
YES●TROPHY DI9C0UNT9

● F R E E C O M P U T E R I 9 E D E N G R A V I N G

●MAH ORDER 9PECIALI9T9

●TOP QUALITY AWARD9

●GLA99AWARD9

● F R E E C ATA L O G U E W I T H P R I C E D

● R U G B Y C L U B 9 P E C I A L I 9 T 9

●BPEOLAL 0FFER9 &PROMOTLON9

Ym

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

For all your Trophy, Award and Presentation Requirements

Free engraving only applies when trophies are purchased form Wilsons Trophies. Etching
on glass is extra, if you require your dub motif and lettering please ring for aquote tWt ) i s q i i t h u H t y - - -

Saddleworth

S p o r t s & U n i f o r m

One Stop Shopping for all your

sporting needs at your friendly
family shop

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5,30pm ●Saturday
9.30am to 5.30pm

W e w i l l r e s e r v e a n y i t e m o n

P A Y M E N T O E A S M A L L D E P O S I T

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire OL3 7JJ

Tel . 01457 872515

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

Park i ng a t t he Doo r ■Visa ●Access ●Sw i t ch ●Amex

dD
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i f y o u ^ r c n o t

satisfied with your

bank, convert

The Royal Bank

of Scotland
For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’ s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland

please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager

on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Offtee: 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

MONARCH

METALS

Locally

Manufactured

Radial Fit Coupling

B o l t s F o r M a r i n e

AND Power

Industries

Worldwide

Buyers of Industr ia l Cable,

Sw i t chgea r, Mo to rs and
N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s

A l s o W o r k s C l e a r a n c e s

Unit 17 Monarch Mill

Jones Street, Royton
O l d h a m O U 5 A H

Tel /Fax 0161 665 1819

Uncouth Road

Firgrove, Milnrow
Rochdale OL16 3DD

Tel 01706 638842

Fax 01706 647494
Pi lgr im In ternat iona l L td .

Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB
Tel : 0161 -624 8005 Fax: 0161 -626 4945Proprietors: Paul Neville, Alan Watson
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Andrew Greenhalgh,R IReporter Jhe Advertiser

GUEST WRITER
LEAVING Spotland

after the first game in

Roughyeds’

t e m p o r a r y s u m m e r

season in Rochdale, I

heard acouple of

O l d h a m f a n o p i n i n g

that this was, in their

w o r d s , “ b e t t e r t h a n

Super League".
Now

making amuch yearned for return to their
home club.

A n d i t s h o w s o n t h e p i t c h . W h a t e v e r

team the coach chooses to pu t ou t seems

in little danger of being accused of not

showing enough effort.

Now contrast al l that to the days when

Oldham was aSuper League club. Crowds

s imi lar in s ize to today turned up week in

w e e k o u t t o w a t c h a t e a m w h i c h

underperformed, provided minimal value for

money and gave no impression of even

pretending to care. What was the slogan?

“No Guts, No Glory"? Well, no glory it was
then.

these

w o r d s c a m e a f t e r a

32-8 win which would

have warmed the

hardest of Oldham hearts, but even so, the

s e n t i m e n t w a s t h e r e a n d I a m o f t h e fi r m In the seasons which, on paper, looked

like Oldham’s glory days -when the team

were in the sport’s top division -do any of

you reading this really think that acrowd of

pushing 2,000 people would have made the

trip to Rochdale on awet Sunday afternoon

to watch aSecond Div is ion ( that ’s SECOND

DIVISION, folks) game against Barrow? No,

m e n e i t h e r, e s p e c i a l l y n o t w h e n t h e

alternative was to stay in and watch genuine
w o r l d c l a s s f o o t b a l l f r o m t h e w a r m a n d

s e c u r e c o m f o r t o f t h e i r o w n a r m c h a i r s .

Okay, so for many there is only one

sport and football is for soft southerners

only, but you get my point. For anewcomer

to Oldham like myself, it is truly stirring to

see abevy of fans in Roughyed’s shirts

going to the match at the weekend. Yes, it is
u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h e t e a m h a s b e e n f o r c e d

to start in the bottom division, but the fans

belief that they were not referring just to the

victory.

Oldham is atown rich in Rugby League

heritage and ateam in any such town will

always have support, but the devotion of

Oldham’s support suggests to me that the
f a n s a r e h e r e f o r o t h e r r e a s o n s t h a n t h a t

they always have been and always will be.

They are here because they see aclub

which does not take them for granted or

t r ea t t hems as an un fo r t una te l y necessa ry

evil.

In contrast to other clubs in any of the

three divisions, the people behind

Roughyeds could quite clearly be counted

pure ly as Oldham fans, i f money and
c i r c u m s t a n c e s h a d n o t a l l o w e d t h e m t o

m a k e t h e l e a p f r o m t h e t e r r a c e t o t h e

boardroom.

Thei r honesty wi th the fans - i tse l f

s t e m m i n g f r o m b e i n g r e a l - l i f e f a n s
t h e m s e l v e s - h a s c o m m u n i c a t e d i t s e l f t o t h e

players, alot of whom are Oldham lads

can rest assured in the knowledge that they

are amongst the best in the country. Super

League included.
Andrew Greenhaigh

GARFORTH GLASS, MIRROR AND
PICTURE FRAMING CENTRE

Springhead, Oldham

Tel . 0161 624 7495

Good Luck to the Roughyeds

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham

Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1998

to the Roughyeds
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Dave HadfiekA'
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D a v e H a d fi e l d T h e I n d e p e n d e n t a n d O p e n R u g b y C o l u m n i s t

E d i t o r / A u t h o r o f O u t s t a n d i n g R . L . B o o k s X l l l W i n t e r s a n d X l l l W o r l d s

ONE o f the few d isadvantages o f cover ing

Rugby League for anational newspaper is that

l i f e i s i n e v i t a b l y d o m i n a t e d b y t h e S u p e r

League fixture list.

Not that there has been too much wrong

will watching that level of competition this

s e a s o n ; I ’ v e s e e n f a r m o r e e n g a g i n g ,

compe t i t i ve ma tches t han I have one -s i ded

affairs and for that, after the procession that

was last season, I’m heartily grateful.

But there is good stuff going on below

Super League that , i f I ’m not carefu l , Ican

lose track of completely. That’s why you will

o c c a s i o n a l l y s e e i n t h e c o l u m n s o f “ T h e

Independent ” amatch repor t f rom Dewsbury

or Bramley. It’s all part of keeping your feet

on the ground and staying in touch with what

is happening out there -in the real world.

Like Super League, Ihave to say that the
First and Second Division fare I’ve seen this

year has been notable for its close scorelines

and general unpredictability. That, after all, is

wha t you wan t . I t doesn ’ t ma t t e r t ha t t he

players of, say, Doncaster and Workington fall

some way be low the s tandard o f sk i l l and

fitness required for Super League. If it ’s l ike

against like, it can be equally compelling.

But -and i t ’s abig “but” - there must be

something to play for. There are clubs in the

First and Second Division who know that,

the field and rise through the pyramid

structure to play in the Premiership.

I t wou ld be foo l i sh fo r Rugby League,

which fights amuch harder battle for is share
of publ ic accla im and recogni t ion, to create

any closed shops, because there is no surer

way of killing interest.

Oldham are among the c lubs who have

shown tha t i t i s poss ib le to sus ta in aso l id

suppo r t base ou t s i de Supe r League , bu t I
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e c h a n c e - h o w e v e r r e m o t e - o f

r i s i n g t h r o u g h t h e r a n k s i s a n e s s e n t i a l
element.

Look at the First Division this season, for

instance. Clubs in contention for the top five

can offer their supporters matches that mean

something and, although they are not exactly

beating the doors down, interest is sustained.

But what happens i f the side that wins

the play-off final is turned away from Super

League in away that makes i t obvious that

the trap-door is permanently nailed shut? How
much interest will there be next season? Far

less, Ifear.

Of course, there must be criteria applied.

Football does that, as several winners of the
G M V a u x h a l l C o n f e r e n c e h a v e d i s c o v e r e d .

T h e r e a r e s t a n d a r d s t h a t m u s t b e m e t b e f o r e

c l u b s a r e p r o m o t e d a n d i f W a k e fi e l d ,

Dewsbury or in ayear or two’s time -Oldham

can ’ t o r won ' t mee t those s tandards , t hen

they don’t deserve to be elevated.

But, if they do, the prospect of afuture in

the top flight has to be there as an incentive.

Iagree with Sir Rodney Walker when he says

t h a t a n y t h i n g l e s s t h a n t h a t w o u l d b e a

betrayal o f the pr inc ip les of “a fa i r go" for
which the sport is supposed to stand.

b a r r i n g a s e r i e s o f u n i m a g i n a b l e m i r a c l e s ,

they are never going to rise to Super League

level. But there must be the opportunity for
t h e m t o d o s o i f t h e u n t h i n k a b l e s h o u l d

happen.

T h a t , o f c o u r s e , i s o n e o f t h e g r e a t

s t r e n g t h s o f f o o t b a l l i n t h i s c o u n t r y. O n e

reason it holds the attention so firmly at all

levels is that it is possible for ateam playing
on apark p i tch to improve i tse l f on and off Dave Hadfield.

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1998 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d

M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t W o r k S e r v i c e s t o t h e W a t e r I n d u s t r y

V o l u m e W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n S e r v i c e

W a t e r M e t e r A n c i l l a r y D e v i c e s a n d R e m o t e R e a d i n g

W a t e r B u d g e t P a y m e n t S y s t e m s

N e w W a t e r S u p p l i e s a n d L e a d R e p l a c e m e n t S e r v i c e s

For these and other services, contact:

N e w E a r t h H o u s e ● 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d ●O l d h a m O L I 3 PA

Telephone:  0161 678 6354 ●Facsimi le :  0161 628 5197
e-mail chrisjay@newearth.u-net.com Website http://www.business.u-net.com/-newearth

Country Oven (mic) Ltd,
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , O ldham, Lancs 0L4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

STEEL TRADING LTD

S t e e l P a r c e l s a t Tr a d e P r i c e s

Fax. 01925 657765

Un i t 2 /3 ●Warr ing ton Cent ra l Trad ing Es ta te ●Bewsy Road ■Warrington WA2 7LP

Tel . 01925 231123
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Don Yates ...Statistically

SPEAKING
RESULTS OF PREVIOUS OLDHAM-WORKINGTON

TOWN REGIONAL MATCHES
IN 1962 the Rugby Football League Introduced
aFirst and Second Division fixture structure

after 47 seasons of single division rugby. At the

same t ime they in t roduced an Eas te rn and
Western Division Championship. The formula

for the competition was that each club played

eight matches, four at home and four away, and

the top fou r teams then p layed-o f f fo r the

Championship.

In 1962-63, the Roughyeds won only five of

their eight regional matches and so failed to

qualify for the play-offs.The fol lowing season

Oldham were more successful, losing just one

match and qualifying to visit St. Flelens in the

semi-finals. Unfortunately, the Roughyeds lost

at Knowsley Road and their hopes of ever lifting

the Western Division Championship died with

that defeat, for the competition was disbanded
a f t e r t h o s e t w o s e a s o n s .

This season the Red Rose Championship

has come into being and this afternoon reaches

its conclusion, hopefully with Oldham clinching

the title. Whichever club heads the table by the

end of play today qualifies for the Inter-Pennine

Cup Final. That final is to be staged in Yorkshire
i n two weeks t ime .

Obviously this is the first time that Oldham

have entertained Workington Town in the Red

Rose Trophy although they did win 27-10 at
D e r w e n t P a r k i n t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n . T h e

Roughyeds avoided Town in the two seasons of
the Western Division Championship between

1962 and 1964 but they have met ten times in

ano the r reg iona l compe t i t i on wh i ch i s now

disbanded -the Lancashire Cup. Oldham have

had by far the better of the exchanges in those
ten matches, winning eight and losing Just

tw ice . Work ing ton ’s so l i t a ry w in a t O ldham

came in September 1947 when they won. 13-3

at Watersheddings in the quarter finals only to

lose at Belle Vue Rangers in the semis. Since

then Work ington have los t four consecut ive

regional matches at Oldham. This afternoon the
Roughyeds aim to extend that sequence albeit
at their adopted home here at Spotland.

1 9 4 6 - 4 7 L a n c s C u p . R o u n d 1

First leg

Second Leg

1 9 4 7 - 4 8 L a n c s C u p

Quarter Final Oldham 3W.Town 13

1 9 5 0 - 5 1 L a n c s C u p

Quarter Final W.Town 8Oldham 15
1 9 5 2 - 5 3 L a n c s C u p

Quarter Final W.Town 13 Qldham 10
1 9 5 4 - 5 5 L a n c s C u p

S e m i F i n a l W . T o w n 1 3 O l d h a m 2 0

1 9 6 8 - 6 9 L a n c s C u p

Quar te r F ina l O ldham 7W.Town 5
1 9 8 3 - 8 4 L a n c s C u p

Round 1

1 9 8 6 - 8 7 L a n c s C u p

Quarter Final Oldham 46 W.Town 13
1 9 8 8 - 8 9 L a n c s C u p

Round 1

1998 Red Rose

Trophy

W . T o w n 2 O l d h a m 8

O l d h a m 1 9 W. To w n 1 0

O l d h a m 2 6 W. To w n 2 0

O l d h a m 6 4 W . T o w n 2

W. To w n 1 0 O l d h a m 2 7

RESULTS OF OLDHAM MATCHES IN THE

WESTERN DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP

18 O l d h a m 8

Barrow 0

Leigh 10
O l d h a m 2

W’haven 9

O l d h a m 1 5

R’dale 7

O l d h a m 1 7

O l d h a m 2 4

R’dale 4

O l d h a m 9

B’pool 13
O l d h a m 6

Barrow 5

Leigh 0
O l d h a m 5

O l d h a m 1 1

1962-63 Whitehaven

Oldham

Oldham

Rochdale H.

Oldham

Barrow

Oldham

Leigh

1963-64 Blackpool B.
Oldham

Barrow

Oldham

Leigh
Oldham

Oldham

Rochdale FI.

St. Flelens

(Semi Final)

17

16

10

40

13

22

24

10

13

15

18

2

32

12

3

22

S p e e d y H i r e C e n t r e s

( N o r t h e r n ) L t d .
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the Season

Keyin /^Tershaw Associates

Commercial, Criminal &Private Investigations

Tel 0161 343 6510

Best wishes to the Oldham RLFC team for

the Season -Gain promotion!
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Roughyeds

Notice Board
P L A Y E R ’ S K I T S P O N S O R S H I P Why not sponsor your favourite player?

Ful l Ki t for the season £200,

B o o t s £ 5 0

Shi r ts £50 ,

S o c k s £ 2 0

Tr a c k s u i t s £ 4 5 ,

S h o r t s £ 2 5 ,

Training Kit £40
All sponsorship will be acknowledged in the

programme.
O T H E R S P O N S O R S H I P O P P O R T U N I T I E S A R E

AVAILABLE:

Match Sponsorship, Associate Match

Sponsorship, Matchball Sponsorship, Man of the

Match Sponsorship, Roughyeds Match Day Club
+ P r o g r a m m e a n d E l e c t r o n i c S c o r e b o a r d
Advertising.
Deta i ls f rom the Club Offices: 0161 628 3677

Neil Flanagan Sponsored by
New Earth Water Services Ltd.

Steve Wild Sponsored by
Holmes &Gilmore pic

Joe Nadiole Sponsored by
Saddleworth Sports

Michael Edwards Sponsored by
Mick Harrop

Domino Engineering Ltd

Craig Barker Sponsored by
Mrs Caroline Barker

John Hough Sponsored by
Platt &Hill Ltd

Mr Wrigleys ‘Penny Rush’ Bar
Every Tuesday Night -‘Roughyeds Night’

View on the ‘Big Screen’: The previous weekend’s Roughyeds Game!
Commences 8.00pm Prompt

H e l p R a i s e F u n d s f o r t h e C l u b !

167 Union Street (opposite the Evening Chronicle Offices)
Tel . 0161 627 3999

Adesignated Roughyeds Players &Supporters Area! -(.John Smiths Smooth fl.20 Pint!)

OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD

INAUGURAL GOLF CLASSIC

SPONSORED BY

R O YA L B A N K O F S C O T L A N D P L C

Prize Sponsors

Required

Prize Sponsors

Required

This fund raising event is now fuiiy subscribed but
prize donations wouid be greatiy appreciated!

Please contact Brian Walker on 01457 875084 or

Chris Roberts (Oldham Golf Club Captain) on 0161 633 5399

Away Travel ..Away Travel »,Away Travel
LANCASHIRE LYNX (26th July, 1998)

DIRECTIONS TO DEEPDALE M62 to M60 TO M61. Then take A59 towards

Preston. After one mile take second exit at roundabout onto Blackpool Road,
continue for 1.5 miles to crossroads with A8083 Deepdale Road. Turn left onto
this road for the ground.

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Taking Oldham
forward

i

t, ;

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

is the driving force behind the continued

regeneration and revitalisation of the

Borough.

Counci l endeavour has enabled Oldham

to become acentre of real opportunity

within the North West region.

It has made possible anew and still

expanding Town Centre, 14 new schools

in as many years, Oldham Sixth Form

College, amulti-million pound

programme of building and

environmental regeneration, thriving and

growing development sites and much.

much more.

The Council values its role in serving

the local community -and in taking

O l d h a m f o r w a r d .

O L D H A M D D D D
Enquiries on 0161 911 4708

Metropolitan Borough D



T o d a y ' s S p o n s o r s OLDHAM

Coach: Paddy Kirwan

IStephen WILDE
2Richard DARKES

Match

Manchester Airport pic
3 A fi L E U I L A

4Sean COOPER

Associate Match

George Sumner Ltd

5 C h r i s E C K E R S L E Y

6 C h r i s W I L K I N S O N

7Neil FLANAGAN

8Andrew PROCTOR

Associate Match

Ken Winstaniey &Son

9John HOUGH
1 0 M i c k E D W A R D S

11 Graeme SHAW

l2]oeNAIDOLE

Man of the Match

Monarch Metals Ltd

l3MickMARTINDALE

14 Adrian MEAD 16 Nathan VARLEY

15 Paul CROOK 17 Paul ROUND

T o d a y ’ s O f fi c i a l s WORKINGTON TOWN

Coach:
Tonight’s Referee

M r R . C o r n i s h
IWillie RICHARDSON

2Richard HENARE

3Steve ARNOLD

4 M a t e a fi M A P I

5Andrew LITTLE

6Steve MAGUIRE

7Graeme CLOSE

8 P e t e r R I L E Y
SPONSORED BY:

9Carl RODEN

iO Ricky WRIGHTCo operative Insurance

&

11 Barry WILLIAMSMizuno
12 Steve HEATON

:
Touch  Judges

M r N . F a r r i m o n d

Mr W. Ecc leston

13 Anthony SAMUEL

14 Chris SULLIVAN 16 Nicky CRELLIN

15 Craig ARMSTONGI7 Mark TUBMAN

Tonight’s Ti'itrrm
A f t e r t h e M a t c h v i s i t

Mr. WRIGLEYS

Matchball Sponsor
MATTHEW BROWN PLC


