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chairman's

CHATTER
WELCOME to Boundary Park for our second Home

game of the Season against Batley Bulldogs. We
e x t e n d a w a r m w e l c o m e t o K e v i n N i c h o l a s , D a v i d

Ward and al l the Officia ls, Players and Supporters

but hope tha t they re turn home d isappo in ted w i th
the result!

Our first Home game of the

S e a s o n a g a i n s t B r a m l e y l a s t
Monday turned into something of a

nightmare and Icertainly didn’t get
much sleep Monday night. Iam

sure the Players will be keen to get
that performance out of their

s y s t e m s t o d a y a n d g i v e y o u

something to cheer. Looking back

on the Bramley game there wasn’t

agreat deal wrong with our
attacking play but our defence,
which has been p re t t y good up to

then, fell apart and we paid the

ultimate price.

Plenty of people were quick to tell us about

our goal-kicking problem but Ican assure you that
both Paddy and Mick Coates and the Board have
b e e n a w a r e o f i t f o r s o m e t i m e . I t i s n o t a c a s e o f

j u s t s i t t i n g b a c k a n d h o p i n g t h a t w e c a n w i n

without having aregular goal-k icker but i t is
difficult to find someone capable of coming into

the side and holding down aplace on merit, rather
than just on the basis that aPlayer can kick goals.

We have been talking to several clubs for awhile
now to resolve this problem and with abit of luck

we may have an addition to the squad in time for
today’s game. If we haven’t, Ihope that you will

give Richard Darkes, or whoever else may be given

the responsibility, your full support
as without it aPlayer’s confidence
can soon drain away.

Although the performance last
w e e k w a s n o t w h a t w e h o p e d f o r,

w e w e r e e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e
a t t e n d a n c e a n d t h e r e i s n o d o u b t

t h a t t h e p o t e n t i a l i n O l d h a m i s
enormous. When Iattend FASDA or

Rugby League Council meetings

people are genuinely surprised at
the level of interest in the town

and we can all feel proud of being
Oldham Rugby League Supporters.

Ihope that today the Players can
get the right result in what will be adifficult game

against aBatley side that seems to have agood

mixture of youth and experience. Ialso hope that
people will not forget too easily that six months

ago there wasn’t aprofessional Club in the town
and everybody connected with the Club is giving
100% plus to the cause.

Best Wishes.

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L l I D J

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Lot te ry Manager
Scott Claber

Head Coach

Paddy Kirwan

Assistant Coach

M i c k C o a t e s

Physiotherapist
Steve Wanless

Kitman

Neil Haughton

Timekeeper
J a c k R o s c o e

Club Doctors

D r Z . A h m e d

D r P. K e r s h a w

Chairman

Christopher Hamil ton

Vice Chairman

Meivyn Lord

Directors

Stuart Hardacre

Sean Whitehead

Club Dentist

Neil Gibbison

Club Shop Manager
C h r i s O t t

Programme Editor
Geoff Cooke

Club Honours

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998

Media &Market ing Manager (Hon)
Brian Walker

Club Secretary

Michele Fitzpatrick

T h e v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s m a t c h d a y m a g a z i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e fl e c t t h o s e o f

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OlDHAM RLFC (1997) LtD.
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Oldham Evening Chronicle's

HALSTEADRoger
With eight Austraiian coaches at 12 Super

League clubs and the upcoming Aussie-style end-

of-season play-off, culminating in the Grand Final

at Old Trafford in October, there is agreat danger

t h a t t h e G r a n d F i n a l w i l l r e p l a c e t h e S i l k C u t

C h a l l e n g e C u p fi n a l a s t h e s p o r t ’ s m a j o r

showpiece event.

The Challenge Cup final’s claim to be No 1will

also suffer from the temporary closure of Wembley

after next year’s final.

The finals in the year 2000 and the year 2001
wil l have to be held elsewhere -Twickenham is one

of the possible venues -and by the time we return

to the new Nat ional Stad ium at Wembley in 2002,

the Grand Final may have snatched the init iative.

Iwish the Grand Final no harm. Long may it fill

O l d T r a f f o r d w i t h 5 5 , 0 0 0 f a n s a n d m a n y

thousands more watching on TV, but Iwon’t be

alone in mourning the Challenge Cup final’s loss

of status as the jewel in the crown of the only

compet i t ion tha t invo lves ALL pro c lubs and many

m o r e f r o m t h e a m a t e u r r a n k s .

The event was crying out for atop show at

Wembley this year and hats off to Sheffield Eagles

for ensuring that it was one of the best.

John Kear ’s men d id awonder fu l job , no t on ly

demolishing the hottest-ever Wembley favourites

but winning the hearts of anation that loves to

see the day of the underdog.

The Lance Todd Trophy went to Eagles play-

m a k e r M a r k A s t o n . H e w a s a w o r t h y w i n n e r, b u t

my vote was given to prop and skipper Paul

Broadbent who, with fellow front-row man Dale

Laughton, did as much as anyone to ensure that

Eagles got astranglehold where it mattered most

-in the pack.

T h e n e w O l d h a m c l u b c a n d r a w g r e a t

i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m S h e f fi e l d ’ s a c h i e v e m e n t i n

reaching Wembley, and going on to win the cup,

only 14 years after its formation.

P a d d y K i r w a n s a i d a s m u c h a t t h e p u b l i c

meeting which launched the Roughyeds last

autumn. I f he fel t i t then, he wi l l certainly think i t

now.

T H E d i s a p p o i n t i n g

crowd of only 60,000
f o r t h e S i l k C u t

Challenge Cup final

at Wembley perhaps

added weight to my
article in the match

programme for the

postponed game

against Lancashire

L y n x i n w h i c h I

advanced the argu¬

ment that we were

becoming aTV sport.

Idaresay millions
watched the Eagles

of Sheffield dare to

p e r f o r m t h e R u g b y

League version of the Full Monty by whipping

Wigan to some tune in the biggest Wembley upset

of the post-war period.

And of those millions agood percentage would

be based in the game’s heartland of Lancashire,

Yorkshire and Cumbria ...genuine RL fans who
c h o s e t o w a t c h t h e B B C v e r s i o n r a t h e r t h a n m a k e

the trip to the capital.

It has been widely suggested that the lowest

cup final gate for years was due to the relatively

small level of support generated by aSheffield

club based on the edge of League territory and in

aci ty far bet ter known for i ts soccer and i ts s teel

than for its rugby.

Certainly, it is true to say that there would

have been far fewer empty seats had Wigan been

playing Bradford Bul ls, St Helens, Leeds Rhinos or

even clubs with great RL tradit ions such as
Cast leford, Sal ford or several others.

B u t w a s t h e r e m o r e t o i t t h a n t h a t ? I f e a r t h a t

i n t h e h e a r t s a n d m i n d s o f m a n y l o n g - s t a n d i n g

enthusiasts of the sport the Silk Cut Challenge

Cup has been somewhat devalued by events of

the past two or three years.

To start with, it is no longer the great finale to

the season, the cl imax in the Spring to afull winter

of tough, tense competition.

The ear ly rounds, moreover, can be l ikened to

a p r e - s e a s o n t o u r n a m e n t i n w h i c h t h e y p r o v i d e

clubs with their first competitive action after along
a u t u m n - w i n t e r c l o s e s e a s o n .

And then we get the constant preaching that

Super League is THE most important competition

and that everything else pales into insignificance

alongside it.

So, let’s see, 14 years on from 1997 is the

year 2011. Let’s target that for the Roughyeds

fi rs t t r i p to Wembley and le t ’s hope tha t , by tha t

time, the Cup final is sti l l the premier event on the

RL schedule.

Sheffield Eagles went along way at Wembley

to making sure the oup final remains at No 1. Well

done. Eagles.

CD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



O l d h a m R L F C
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Amega
L a b e l s L t d

LansQOwne

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand tiles and slates

bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Uni t E l Brooks ide Bus iness Park

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 665 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 6 5 4 0 4 3

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

HAMILTON

COMPANY

ACCOUNTANTS ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
OLDHAM

7 R e t i r o S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L 1 I S A

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Tel 0161 624 2550

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 1 0 8 4

C£)



Oldham RIFC

rhe Roughyeds
r

LEVER'S Oldham Joinery
Manufacturers

FISH Ff CHIPS
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

TO
For prompt &personal attention

O l d h a m R L F C Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham
BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ●OLDHAM

Trade WelcomeMon-Sat 11.00 -5.30

MERCEDES-BENZ

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

NEW &USED SPARES

D r o n s fi e l d s ( O l d h a m )

Delph New Road

Delph
01457 871717

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

CD



Don Yates

On This Day
Don Yates recalls this day in history

UNTIL the switch to summer rugby, early May

was traditionally the climax of the rugby league

season when the leading clubs contested either

the Cup o r Champ ionsh ip fina l , somet imes

both. Immediately after the First World War, the

Lancashire Cup competition was also staged in

spring instead of autumn and it was on this day

in 1919, Saturday 10th May, that Oldham met

Rochdale Hornets in aunique Lancashire Cup

Fina l . I t was expected to be ac lose fought
affair and so acrowd of 18,617 were attracted

to the Weaste, Salford. As events turned out.

Hornets proved to be much the better side on

the day and they ran out comfor tab le 22-0

winners , second-row forward Sammy Car ter

crossing for two of their six tries.

1 3 - 9 . W i n g e r I k e S o u t h w a r d , l a t e r t o j o i n

Oldham, scored all the Workington points with a

try and three goals.

The 1967 Championship Final between

Wakefield Tr in i ty and St . Helens went to a

replay which drew acrowd of 33,537 to Station

Road, Swinton on Wednesday 10th May. Trinity
won 21-9 to l i f t the t i t le for the first t ime in thei r

history.

Twelve months ago, on Saturday 10th May

1997, Saddleworth Rangers won the Oldham

Amateur Championsh ip when they de fea ted

Waterhead 31-2 in the final which was staged
at Greenfield.

I t was on this day in 1978, Wednesday

10th May, that the BARLA open age team took

on the Northern Zone at Lae, Papua New

G u i n e a d u r i n g B A R L A’s t o u r o f t h e S o u t h

Pacific. It was atough match in which defences

were well on top. Northern Zone led 4-2 with

ten minutes remaining, full-back Rodney Som

h a v i n g l a n d e d t w o p e n a l t i e s t o o n e f r o m

BARLA’s Peter Glover. At that point BARLA

winger S teve Cr i t chenson was sen t o f f f o r
d i s s e n t t w o m i n u t e s l a t e r s e c o n d - r o w e r R o n n i e

Carter joined him after throwing apunch. This
seemed to incense the exciteable crowd of

5,500, several of whom invaded the pitch and

attacked the BARLA players. Fortunately no

injuries were sustained although the match was

abandoned. At hooker for BARLA that evening

was Geoff Cat l ing f rom the Heavy Wool len

District who turned professional with Dewsbury

shortly after the tour.

Asenior international between England and

F r a n c e t o o k p l a c e o n t h i s d a y i n 1 9 5 6 ,

Thursday 10th May. The setting was the lovely

city of Lyons with France making good use of

home advantage to win 23-9. England were in
the match up to half-time when they trailed by

on l y 4 -3 . The re was one Roughyed i n t he

English line-up, centre Alan Davies who scored

one of the English tries, the other two being
awarded to Mick Sul l ivan (Huddersfield) and

Colin Clifft (Wakefield Trinity).

Finally, it was on this day in 1992, Sunday

lOth May, tha t Wigan w inger Mar t in Offiah
s c o r e d a r e m a r k a b l e t e n t r i e s a t C e n t r a l P a r k

w h e r e L e e d s w e r e b e a t e n 7 4 - 6 i n t h e s e m i - fi n a l

of the Premiership competition.

>

■'N

Ike Southward

Thirty-nine years and another World War

later, on Saturday 10th May 1958, Wigan met

Workington Town at Wembley in the Challenge
Cup Final. The Riversiders were expected to win

comfortably but Town took an early 5-0 lead

and, but for aseries of injuries at atime when

substitutes were not permitted, they could have

pulled off ashock victory. As it was Wigan won

A O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Comments f rom

r H E C O A C H
r

THE support we have received at the attack into shape, and improving the

opening three away games, and bal l contro l . We obviously d id

especiaiiy the first home game against something right because we scored

Bramley has been terrific. It has seven tries and crossed the try line on
shown how important Rugby League is four other occasions only for these

efforts to be disallowed by

the officials.

We have now shown at

v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f o u r

opening matches that we

have the ability to match

any team in the division on
b o t h a t t a c k a n d d e f e n c e .

We now have to learn to

put both aspects of the

game together, consist¬

ently. We are still ayoung team,

learning about each other, and it is

important to take some positives from

the defeat by Bramley and improve on

the negatives.

One area that certainly needs to

be addressed is that of goal kicking.

The extra two points added to each try

can give amassive psychoiogicai

advantage, but can deflate ateam
when missed.

to the people of Oldham,

and how important an

Oldham team is to Rugby

League.

The crowd of 2,900 for

the first home game

against Bramiey wiil have

surprised many peopie in

the game, and certainly a
n u m b e r o f fi r s t d i v i s i o n

clubs who are struggling

w i t h i e s s t h a n a t h i r d o f t h a t n u m b e r .

As agame, the crowd were treated to

some very entertaining open rugby

with both sides contributing on attack,

to produce 16 tries. Taking no credit

away from Bramiey we did not do

ourselves justice defensively. In our

first three league games we conceded

only four tries, so it was ashock to

the system to concede nine tries in

one game.

Prior to the Bramley game our

defence had been sound, but our

control of the ball going forward had

iet us down during iong periods of the

first three games.

In the build up to the Bramley

game the emphasis was on getting our

Iexpect today's game with Batley

to be atough encounter. Batiey have a

lot of experience in their ranks, and I

am sure they wiil have abig say in
w h o w i n s t h e 2 n d D i v i s i o n

Championship.

Paddy Kirwan

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE

Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
Oldham RLFC every success in 1998

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

RFFXJLjiJ
roundtd i9H

\family finance[family finance

CD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



O l d h a m R I F C

rhe Roushyeds
r

BLAINEY’S

BAKERS

OLDHAM RLFC

CLUB SHOP
For all your Roughyed Souvenirs

High Class Bakers
and Confectioners Home and away

replica shirts now in
stock

See our new range of

framed rugby prints

73, Lees Road,

Oldham.

Tel : 0161 -624-7391 66 UNION STREET OLDHAM

Telephone 0161 627 2141

„....Medlock

The Medlock Team wish the Oldham players, staff and

directors every success for the future and look forward to

us being amajor force in Rugby once again

CD



O l d h a m R I F C

rhe Roushyeds
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Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
\Ne may not be aSuper Store

but we give Super Service

■B.D.S., V.U. Mane

●Sweets, Tobacco,

Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

Dental

Surgeon

●Attended Petrol

Service

(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

●Lottery

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am--10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm

Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306Tel 01457 872108

Hyneswood

|mgineering
Sales

Ltd.

Registered Office:

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:

0161-627 4367

V to

Oldham Roughyeds



junior
Sponsored ^
by Broadham
Plant HireRoughyeds

HI to all the Junior Roughyeds.

W e w i s h t o s e n d o u t a w a r m O l d h a m

Rugby League welcome to all the Players,
S u p p o r t e r s a n d J u n i o r m e m b e r s o f B a t l e y

Bulldogs.

O n S a t u r d a y t h e 2 n d M a y t h e J u n i o r

Roughyeds were very fortunate to be able to
w a t c h t h e O l d h a m P l a y e r s t r a i n i n g a t

B o u n d a r y P a r k . I k n o w t h e c h i l d r e n ( a n d

p a r e n t s ) e n j o y e d t h i s . W e t h e n h e l d o u r

month ly meet ing at the Clayton Arms.
Richard Darkes, Graeme Shaw, Adrian Mead

and Paul Round attended the meeting to sign

their Player Profiles.

T h e R o u g h y e d w a s l a u n c h e d l a s t

Monday at the Bramley match. The winner of
the prize for naming the Roughyed was won

by Mrs Shaw fo r "Red Ed the Roughyed” .
W e l l d o n e M r s S h a w .

T h i s s e a s o n w e h a v e t w o t e a m s o f

Ogden, Steven Fitton, Steven Wall, Emma

Buckley, Lisa Connor, Mark Brocklehurst,
Sarah Robinson, Lee Reed and Dawn Reed.

Well, what agreat day and agreat win at

D o n c a s t e r f o r O l d h a m . T h e a w a y s u p p o r t

was t remendous . I t was ave ry spec ia l day

for mascot Nigel Scott and his family too!

%I

Ballboys/Ballgirls for our home matches.
Iwou ld l i ke to thank the fo l l ow ing

children on behalf of ORLFC for volunteering

to be Ballboys/Girls. I’m sure they will do us

proud.
I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k G r a h a m A i t k e n f r o m

Royton Tigers who did ashort training course

on Saturday morning for the children. Bali
Boy/Ball Girl Team Ais made up of Freddie
Fallas, David Buchan, Kieran Aitken, Ashley Nigel Scott

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B S U P P O R T E R S S H O P

Replica Shirts Home/Away £9.99Adult £34.99

Child £29.99

Adult £16.99

Child £13.99

Adult £17.99

Child £14.99

Adult £25.99

Child £19.99

Adult £16.99

Match Videos

BOOKS:

OLDHAM RLFC Acomplete History

1876-1997 by Michael Turner

ARugby League Winner

by John Etty

The Struggle for the Ashes
Va r i o u s F r a m e d P r i n t s

An Ideal Gift for any Rugby Fanatic

Roughyeds Car Stickers
Bench Jackets

Managers Jackets
Micro Jackets

Rain Jackets

Polo Shirts (Clubcrest)
Va r i o u s C o l o u r s

Polo Shirts (Roughyeds)
Avai lab le in Red or Blue

Sweatshirts (Roughyeds)
Available in Red

Jogging Bottoms

Available in Navy or Grey

Roughyeds Scarves
Wool Hats

(Clubcrest or Roughyeds)

Kit Bags

£19.00

£7.99

£7.99

£14.99

£1.00

£49.99

£54.99

£23.99

Adult £25.99

Child £22.99

£4.99

Adult £3.99

Child £1.99

£17.99

Various Merchandise from the Old Club available at greatly reduced prices

J U S T A R R I V E D ! ! C L U B T I E S AT £ 9 . 9 9 A N D R O U G H Y E D S T I E S AT O N LY £ 8 . 9 9 ! ! !

THE CLUB SHOP IS OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00am -5.00pm

Phone 0161 627 2141

S H O W Y O U R T R U E C O L O U R S ! S U P P O R T T H E R O U G H Y E D S

CIDO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8
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VISITORS
D E R Y C K F O X - S c r u m H a l f

D e r y c k j o i n e d B a t l e y a t t h e
b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s S e a s o n f r o m
Featherstone Rovers. He has

prev ious ly en joyed an i l i us t r i ous
c a r e e r w i t h b o t h F e a t h e r s t o n e

R o v e r s a n d B r a d f o r d . H e h a s t w o

Caps for England whilst playing for
B r a d f o r d N o r t h e r n a s w e l l a s 1 4

Caps for Great Britain whilst in his

first spell at Featherstone and at

Bradford. He also played once for
G r e a t B r i t a i n U n d e r 2 1 ’ s a n d

B a t l e y a r e h o p i n g t h a t h i s
experience will prove invaluable to
a l l a t t h e c l u b t h i s S e a s o n . H e i s

another player born locally and has
r e t u r n e d t o h i s h o m e t o w n C l u b .

ROY POWELL -Prop/Second Row

and adrop goal.

ANDY WRAY -Prop/Second Row

Andy is on loan from Featherstone

until the end of July 1998. He is

another p layer persuaded to Join

Batley by David Ward and having
i m p r e s s e d i n t h e e a r l y A l l i a n c e

g a m e s h a s n o w b r o k e n i n t o t h e

first team squad.
G R A H A M M I D D L E T O N -

Prop/Second Row

Graham Joined Batley from Leeds
in 1993 and pr ior to the star t of
t h i s S e a s o n h a d m a d e 6 0

appearances scoring 7tr ies. He is

a n o t h e r p l a y e r w h o d u e t o a

dispute with the previous Board did

not play last Season but under a
n e w C o a c h a n d B o a r d h e h a s n o w

re-joined the Club and has

i m m e d i a t e l y m a d e h i s p r e s e n c e

felt in the First Team squad.
TONY WALTON -Second Row

T o n y J o i n e d t h e C l u b f r o m
Doncaster in 1993 and up until the
s t a r t o f t h i s s e a s o n h a d m a d e 1 0 4

First Team appearances scoring 19

tries. Due to injuries he played on

o n l y 1 6 o c c a s i o n s l a s t S e a s o n
scor ing 3 t r ies bu t shou ld p lay a

major part in the first team squad
t h i s S e a s o n .

PHIL MIRFIN -Second row/Loose
Forward

Phil Joined the Club from Castleford

in 1995 and is another player who

d i d n o t p l a y f o r t h e C l u b l a s t
Season due to adispute but has

n o w r e t u r n e d a f t e r i m p r e s s i v e

games in the Alliance and is again

part of the First Team Squad.
PAUL HARRISON -Centre/Second

Row/Loose Forward

Paul Joined the Club from Hull in

1994 and up until the start of this

season had played on 71
occasions scoring 21 tries. Due to

adispute with the Club he did not

p l a y l a s t s e a s o n a n d e v e n t u a l l y
w e n t t o Yo r k , b u t h a s n o w r e ¬

signed for Bat ley and is rel ishing
h i s n e w r o l e a s a L o o s e F o r w a r d

having previously played mainly as
a C e n t r e a n d o n o c c a s i o n s i n t h e

Second Row.

JONNY MORGAN -Second row

Johnny has Jo ined the Club th is

Season as yet another recruit from

F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s h a v i n g
previously played for Doncaster. He

has quickly establ ished himself in

the First Team Squad.

SIMON JACKSON

Simon signed for the Club in June
1 9 9 5 h a v i n g p r e v i o u s l y p l a y e d

Junior and Amateur Rugby league

for St. John Fisher. He is aproduct

of the Academy Team at Batley. He
b r o k e i n t o t h e F i r s t T e a m l a s t

s e a s o n a n d h a s n o w e s t a b l i s h e d

himself as aregular member of the
First Team squad at the age of 21.

LEE BARGATE -Wing/Centre

Lee is in his second spell at the

Club, having in i t ia l ly s igned f rom
M i d d l e t o n A m a t e u r s i n 1 9 9 0 . H e

then went to Featherstone Rovers

be fo re be ing pe rsuaded back t o

Batley by David Ward.

ROGER SIMPSON -Centre/

Winger/Stand Off/Full Back

Rover signed for Batley in January
1996 as part of adeal which saw
Glen Tomlinson transferred in the

opposite direction to Bradford

B u l l s . H e h a s r e c e n t l y h a d a

tes t imon ia l to recogn ise h is long
se rv i ce a t B rad fo rd Bu l l s du r i ng

which time he received one cap for

England against France in 1995.

H e h a s n o w p l a y e d s o m e 4 0

games for Batley scoring 21 tr ies
and is s t i l l capab le o f go ing the

length of the field.

PAUL GLEADHILL -Winger

P a u l c a m e t o B a t l e y w i t h D a v i d

Ward at the beginning of this

season having previously played at

Featherstone Rovers. As aspeedy
and elusive Winger he is a l ready

mak ing h is mark a t the C lub by

getting on the score sheet. Last

s e a s o n h e p l a y e d 2 2 t i m e s f o r

Featherstone scoring 13 tries.
R I C H A R D P R I C E -

Stand Off/Goal Kicker

R i c h a r d s i g n e d f r o m S h e f fi e l d

Eag les in 1996. Las t Season he
b r o k e t h e C l u b ' s p o i n t s s c o r i n g

record in 31 appearances scoring

22 t r ies and 110 goals making a

to ta l o f 308 po in ts . He has a lso

prev ious ly p layed for Hul l dur ing
which time he played twice for
G r e a t B r i t a i n U n d e r 2 1 ' s .

S T E V E W A L K E R -

Centre/Winger/Full Back
S t e v e s i g n e d f r o m D u d l e y H i l l
A m a t e u r s i n 1 9 9 2 a n d s i n c e t h e n

pr io r t o th i s Season has p layed

103 t imes fo r Ba t l ey sco r ing 48
tries and 16 goals. Last Season he

p l a y e d o n 2 2 o c c a s i o n s a n d

scored 11 tries and 10 goals.

■t.-

R o y h a s J o i n e d t h e C l u b t h i s
S e a s o n f r o m F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s

and was immed ia te ly made C lub

Capta in wh ich he appears to be

relishing. He played on 29
o c c a s i o n s f o r F e a t h e r s t o n e l a s t

Season and also had along and

d is t i ngu ished ca reer w i th Leeds .
W h i l s t a t L e e d s h e w o n a t o t a l o f

19 Caps for Great Britain as well

as 5Caps for Great Br i tain Under
2 1 ’ s . H e i s w e l l k n o w n f o r h i s

defensive qual i t ies and is aBatley
lad.

MARK CASS -Scrum Hal f /Hooker

M a r k s i g n e d f r o m H u l l i n 1 9 9 2

having prev ious ly p layed amateur
Rugby League in Middleton, Leeds.

Apast Batley Player of the Year, up

until the beginning of this Season

h e h a d p l a y e d 1 3 9 g a m e s f o r
Batley and scored 35 tries and a

drop goal. Last season he played

on 27 occasions scor ing 10 t r ies

CjD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Don Yates ...Statistically

SPEAKING
THE first opponents that the Roughyeds

entertained at senior ievei at Boundary

Park were Ba t ley. O idham bea t them

here in January 1982 when the match

w a s s w i t c h e d f r o m f r o z e n W a t e r -

sheddings to the eiectricaliy heated

pitch at Sheepfoot Lane. That was one

o f 7 3 c o m p e t i t i v e m a t c h e s b e t w e e n

these ciubs, 40 of which have been won

b y O i d h a m , 2 6 b y B a t i e y a n d s e v e n

ending aii square. The Gaiiant Youths

have only won at Oldham twice, both

l e a g u e m a t c h e s a n d b o t h b y a t h r e e

point margin. In April 1949 they won 5-2

and in January 1971 by 10-7. Batley’s

b igges t v i c to ry ove r O ldham came a t

Mount Pleasant in April 1924 when they

won aChampionship semi-final tie by

Y o u t h s w e r e b e a t e n 4 4 - 0 i n a s e c o n d

r o u n d P l a y e r T r o p h y t i e a t M o u n t

P l e a s a n t . S e c o n d - r o w e r P a u l R o u n d w a s

the try scoring hattrick hero of that win.

R E S U LT S O L D H A M - B AT L E Y M AT C H E S

D U R I N G T H E PA S T T E N S E A S O N S

Oldham 22 Bat ley 4

Batley 14 Oldham 30

90-91 Regal Trophy Batley 20 Oldham 16

89-90 League

League

D E TA I L S O F B R A M L E Y ' S L A S T V I S I T TO

WATERSHEDDINGS

Sunday 10th January 1982

Division Two

O L D H A M 1 7 B AT L E Y 9

half time 12-2

attendance 2,743

Oldham Tries: Phil Ward,

Adrian Alexander

Terry Flanagan

Mick Parrish (4)Goals:

Batley Tries: Mart in Savage
Goals: Henry Oulton

Oldham: Alan Taylor; Geoff Munro, Brian

Caffery, Mick Parrish, Phil Ward; Ashley

McEwan, Paddy Kirwan; Brian Hogan,

Alan McCurrie, Adrian Alexander, Bob

Mordell, Mick Worrall &Terry Flanagan

Substitutes; Ray Ashton &Alan Platt

Batley: Paul Storey; John Jones,

Malcolm Shaw, Steve Presley, Henry

Oulton; Trevor Briggs, Neil Pickerill; Mick

Frain, Brendan Cummins, Jimmy

Waltham, Alan Watts, Martin Whelan &

Martin Savage.

Substitutes; John Pitts &John Vodden

M i c k Wo r r e l l

38-0. Oldham’s biggest home win over

B a t l e y c a m e i n A u g u s t 1 9 6 3 w h e n

winger Trevor Simms scored ahattrick of

t r i es as t he Roughyeds won a league

match 44-7. But Oldham’s biggest ever

v i c t o r y o v e r B a t l e y w a s a c h i e v e d i n

N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 7 w h e n t h e G a l l a n t

CjDO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Iva Slateloose

one. But the referee said if the wind got

behind me I’d fiy down the wing iike abird.

Funny, I’ve always dreamed of doing that!

A n y w a y t h e y h a d t h e s e p l a y e r s w i t h

peculiar names, iasked this chap calied
F r e e m a n a b o u t h i s b o o t s a n d h e t o i d m e

to see Flardy and Wil l is. Abioke caiied

Tiffany invited me for breakfast. They had

two Gibbons but ididn’t find out if they

were abreeding pair. The ref said Eugene
C u r r i e w a s h o t t e r t h a n a v i n d a i o o . A n d

somebody told me this guy Goiden had

some special parts of his anatomy but I
didn’t know what he meant.

We Slew the Dragons by C.Barker

W E G O T i o s t g o i n g t o D o n c a s t e r.

Somebody said they piay at Beiie Vue and

we ended up in Wakefieid. Anyway they

toid us to think of it as aday at the Races
and if we found the race-course we’d be

alright, it was then that Ithought we’d be

facing the Marx Brothers. Id idn’ t fancy

having to mark that Groucho. Anyway,

eventualiy we got to the ground. This guy

was sei i ing amag cai ied ‘Who the Hell

was St. George Anyway?’. Ialways thought

they had St. Ledger in Doncaster. When

the teams came out they announced ‘Here

come the dragons’ but all their players had

Woolf on their jerseys. Ithought ‘Aye, aye

they ’ re t r y i ng to con fuse us he re ” . I t
w o r k e d f o r a b o u t 4 0 m i n u t e s t i l l N e i l

scored. At halftime Mr Kirwan told us they

were Woolfs in sheeps clothing. He must

have been right because in the second
half we fleeced them!

Sorry Lads. Only Joking!

SINCE the Junior supporters mascots have

b e e n w r i t i n g a b o u t t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s

watching Oldham Ithought I’d ask some of

the players for their views on tha games

they ’d f ea tu red i n . Th i s i s wha t t hey
wrote:-

My Trip to Workington by A. Mead

I ’ V E N E V E R t r a v e l l e d a s f a r b e f o r e . I

thought I’d gone to aforeign country. Neil

said that in the past everyone over 25

never went to Workington because you

couldn’t get back in time for last orders

and Cumbrian forwards always gave you a

right belting. Besides, the coach and the

kitman always won all your wages off you

a t c a r d s . I d i d n ’ t b e l i e v e h i m a t fi r s t , b u t

when Igot back to Oldham Iwas black and

blue and Ididn’t have enough money to go

for acurry with the lads. Iwas starving.

For some reason we only got Jam butties

after the match. Idon’t think Iwant to go

to Workington again. Ididn’t understand

what they were saying. Can anyone tell me
what a‘marra’ is?

AVisit to Bramiey by C. Eckersiey

IALWAYS thought Bramiey was where

apples came from, but Ididn’t see any
orchards. Not that Icould see much

anyway because it was persisting down,

we had to get changed in aswimming pool

under the South Stand. Ikept expecting

Sharon Davies to come past but all Isaw

were afew ‘floaters’. It wasn’t any better

ou ts ide . I kep t ask ing fo r an umbre l la

b e c a u s e m y d a d t o l d m e S t a n l e y

Matthews once played on the wing with

PERSONAL
TYRES, SERVICES &EXHAUSTS

Beever S t ree t , O ldham

Tel 0161 624 2826

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1998

Masonry Cleaning &Restoration Co. Ltd.

S T O N E C L E A N E R S & R E S T O R E R S

Contact Mike Blandford on 0161 652 5445

A l l t h e L u c k i n t h e Wo r l d

to the ‘98 Roughyeds

Cj±> O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Harlequins
Cabaret Bar

Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife
Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖English Horse Racing ❖

Cabaret

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis (j their son Billy

of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
PiriiOob

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins

f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,

Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

SuiliiCoin

Cabaret

Bar
Meditemneen

FULLY .\]RCONDITION

OPEN TILL UTE

Seven days aweek

S79 54 60

IGI
Royal

Garden
latNS

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Carden

PLATA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO

QD



MATCH BY MATCH 199^

i r e ■5?8Att Result

I"I
APRIL 1998 F-A

10 Fri LANCASHIRE LW H4.00

13 Mon WORKINGTON TOWN A3.00 1344 22-18 Oarkes Leuila Cooper McNicholas
CleggFlanagan Hough Edwards SInfield Shaw Matlindale Robinson Round Maders Varley

22 Wed BRAMLEY A7.45 1069 10-12 Wilde Darkes Leuila Cooper Eckersley Barker Flanagan Maders Hough Edwards Sinfield Shaw Martindale Robinson Round Prescott Varley

26 Sun DONCASTER DRAGONS A3.Q0 1050 20-S Wilde Darkes Leuila
Cooper Eckersley Barker MadersFlanagan Hough Edwards Sinfield Varley Martindale Robinson Round Clegg Shaw

MAY

4Mon BRAMLEY H3.00 2921 32-50 Mead Darkes Leuila Wilde Eckersley Barker RoundFlanagan Hough Edwards Nadiole Shaw Martindale Robinson Varley Sinfield Prescott

10 Sun BATLEY BULLDOGS H3.00

17 Sun BARROW BRAVES H3.LH}

over :n Yorkshire. The weekend following the
completion of the league programme Oldham lost 7-3
at Bradford in the Cup but Batley had aweek off after
drawing abye. It was adisastrous day for local clubs
wi th a l l five los ing away f rom home. Out w i th the

R o u g h y e d s w e n t O l d h a m J u n i o r s , b e a t e n 2 6 - 8 a t

Eastmoor; Dukin- field lost 31-3 at Manningham;
Rochdale Hornets beat Waterhead Hornets 63-3; and
Lees crashed 58-0 at St.Helens.

In the second round Batley faced atricky tie
against Bramley at Barley Mow where they had lost
earlier in the season. It was atough match but Batley
re turned home winners by 11 po in ts to n i l . At the
same time St.Helens beat Castleford 17-3.

Yorkshire Champions Brighouse Rangers visited
Mount Pleasant in round three, atie which attracted a

c r o w d o f o v e r 7 , 0 0 0 . A l a t e t r y f r o m c e n t r e J a c k
Goodall saw Batley progress by 6-3. St. Helens, in the
meantime, beat Wigan 11-0.

The Gallant Youths had the good fortune to be
drawn at home to Widnes in the quarter-finals and
they duly put paid to the Chernies by 10-0. St. Helens
defeated Tyidesley 12-0 and then beat Swinton 7-0 in

the semi-final which was played at Broughton.
Bdtiey's semi-final opponents were Warrington

with the match staged at Huddersfield in pouring rain.
Late in the match, with Batley leading 6-0, Warrington
asked the referee to stop the match because of the
deteriorating conditions. The referee agreed with their
request and the match concluded six minutes early.
Warrington later objected to the League and asked for

Don Yates D o w n the match to be replayed. The League ruled that it
was Warrington who requested the early finish, threw
out their objection, and fined them the princely sum of

24 Sun yORK A3.00

Memory
Lane

3 1 S u n R R L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X A3.00

£5.

The first Challenge Cup Final was staged at
Heading ley, Leeds and a t t rac ted acrowd o f 13,492

who saw the following two teams line up for battle.
B a t l e y : A r t h u r G a r n e r ; W a t t l e D a v i e s , D a i

Fitzgerald, Jack Goodall, Ike Shaw; Joe Oakland, Harry
Goodall; Mark Shackleton, Jim Gath, George Maine,
Bob Spurr, Fred Fisher, Charlie Stubley, J.Littlewood &
J.Munns.

JUNE

7Sun RR WORKINGTON A3.DQ

14 Sun RR BARROW |HR>clid>l(| H3.m

19 Fri RR LANCASHIRE LlalHofItiiilBl H7.3IJ

Z S S u n R R B A R R O W B R A V E S A3,00

St.Helens: Tommy Foulkes; Bob Doherty, David
Traynor, Jim Barnes, Billy Jacques; R.O’Hara, F.Little;
T.Winstanley, Kitty Briers, W. Winstanley, T. Reynolds,
Joe Thompson, T.Dale, S.Rimmer &Pug Whiteley.
An ear ly dropped goal by Joe Oakland, wor th four

points in those days, settled the nerves of the Gallant

Youths in amatch which, by all accounts was full of

open, entertaining play. Jack Goodall then crossed for

atry after aWattle Davies kick and Batley led 7-0 at
the interval, St.Helens hit back after the break when

their leading try scorer David Traynor scored the only
try which Batley conceded during their entire cup
campaign. Munns then restored Batley’s seven point
advantage by scrambling over for atry in the corner
which brought the scoring to aconclusion. Batley had
won the Cup 10-3 and they returned home to a
t u m u l t u o u s r e c e p t i o n . T h e G a l l a n t Yo u t h s h a d

achieved immortality.

JULY

BATLEY, the Roughyeds’ opponents this afternoon,
will run out onto Boundary Park with the name
'Bulldogs' emblazoned on their shoulders, but to me,
and many other traditionalists, they are, and always
will be, the 'Gallant Youths’. The Gallant Youths

nickname was given, or should we say earned, by
Batley over 100 years ago when the club was amajor
force in the game and achieved an accomplishment
which can never be taken away from them. They were
the first winners of the Northern Union Challenge
Cup, forerunner of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup.

When the Challenge Cup was introduced way
back in 1897 it was very much an end-of-season
tournament. In fact the entire league programme had
been completed by mid-March with Oldham placed
second in the Lancashire section and Batley sixth

5Sun RR WORKINGTON H3.M

RR FINAL

2 6 S u n L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X A3.00

AUGUST

2Sun V/ORKINGTON H3.00

16 Sun DONCASTER H3.0()

23 Sun BATLEY A3.15

30 Sun BARROW A3.00

SEPTEMBER

6Sun YORK H3.00

Seton

Healthcare Group picBest Wishes for the Season All photographs by kind permission of the Oidham Evening Chronicie

whose co-operation we gratefully acknowledge.

nIm-l An11 n
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The RoughyedsO l d h a m 1 9 9 8

Back Row: Michael Edwards, Chris Eckersley, Brian Quinlan, Nathan Varley, Paul Round,

Graeme Shaw, Keith Atkinson, Craig Diggle, Sean Cooper.

Middle Row: Paddy Kirwan (Coach), Darren Robinson, Graig Barker, Richard Darkes,

Jason Clegg, Martin Maders, Andy Fleming, Afi Leuila, Steve Wanless (Physio),
Mick Coates (Asst. Coach),

Front Row: Michael Prescott, Steven Wilde, Neil Flanagan, John Hough, Ian Sinfield

Aidrian Mead, Joe McNicholas. r\
CO
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F r o m t h e

Supporters Club
MAIN BRANCH

CASINO EVENING

We can’t take you to Monte Carlo or Las Vegas,

but we can bring you the excitement of the

Rouiette Wheel, as we are looking at organising

aCasino Night in June, at avenue yet to be

arranged. Watch this space, and local paper or

ask any Supporters Club Offic ia l for fur ther
details.

8006) or any other Supporters Club official.
D U T Y F R E E S H O P P I N G

Looking to the future, we are considering the

possibi l i t ies of organising aspecial Christmas

Shopping Weekend to either Bruges or Paris,

including atrip to aHypermarket on the

outskirts of Calais on the return journey. The

t r i p w i l l i n c l u d e a o n e n i g h t s t a y o n t h e

continent and aChannel crossing by Le Shuttle.

If you are interested please contact either

A l i ce (633 6780) o r Trevo r (628 8006) fo r
f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

M E M B E R S D R A W

P l e a s e r e m e m b e r t h a t a f r e e d r a w w i l l b e h e l d

f o r m e m b e r s o f t h e m a i n b r a n c h o f t h e

Supporters Club attending at any function we

organise, so come along and enjoy yourself,

you may be the lucky member.

If you want ot mix with the "high rollers”

come along to the Casino Night.
AWAY TRAVEL

We will be organising coach travel to all away

matches this season, with coaches departing

f r o m t h e B l a c k H o r s e p u b l i c h o u s e o n

Ripponden Road, Watersheddings. Seats on the

coaches can be reserved by contacting Joyce

(665 1832) prior to match day.
M e m b e r s o f t h e m a i n b r a n c h o f t h e

S u p p o r t e r s C l u b r e c e i v e a d i s c o u n t o n t h e

above prices.

P l e a s e c o n t a c t J o y c e ( 6 6 5 1 8 3 2 ) f o r

details of the departure time and prices for the

coaches to future away matches.
T h e s e c o a c h e s a r e s c h e d u l e d t o a r r i v e a t

the match w i th in a reasonab le t ime pr io r to

kick-off and depart for home immediately after
the match.

We wi l l a lso be organis ing coaches for
travel to our home matches to be played at

Spot land, Rochdale when Boundary Park is
unavailable.

ROUGHYEAD REWARD

This year the half time draw will be known as

the Roughyead Reward and will again be sold

by the main branch of the Supporters Club. As

in previous years the winner will receive 50% of

the to ta l sa les a t each match. The winn ing
n u m b e r w i l l b e d r a w n a t h a l f t i m e a n d t h e

holder of the winning ticket will be presented
with their prize on the pitch.

Please look out for the Roughyead Reward

t e a m a t t o d a y ' s m a t c h a n d f u t u r e fi x t u r e s

(including those taking place at Rochdale) and
please buy aticket or two. Remember the more

you purchase, the bigger the prize, the more it
helps Oldham RLFC.
F U T U R E E V E N T S

We are always looking at different ideas for

f u n d r a i s i n g s o w a t c h t h i s s p a c e i n t h e

programmes for details of future events that we

hope you will attend and enjoy. If you have any

fund raising ideas please contact either Alice

(633 6780), Sue (681 3397), Trevor (628

F a s h i o n & C l o t h e s S h o w

at Mr Wrigleys
This coming Tuesday (12th May)

Commences 7.30pm

Please come along and let’s have
abumper attendance!

Also large screen viewing of the latest
Roughyeds Match

ORLFC SUPPORTERS CLUB-

WATERSHEDDINGS 107

The la tes t news fo rm the 107 branch is we

are holding aGeneral Quiz Night on the
19th May at Mr Wrigleys at 8.00pm

Anyone interested in astop over in York
or transport to any match, please contact

Debbie on 633 0849 or Cathy on 624 2942.

We would l ike to thank al l members and

non-members for turning up at our start of

season bash and thank you to all who made

it such agood night.

Good Luck in today's game Lads.

Cathy Houghton
Treasurer

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



From The

IWAS INTERESTED in Paddy Kirwan’s

comment in the last programme about

having the same referee in successive

away matches. Paddy would have h is

own reasons for disliking this situation,

b u t I t h o u g h t i t w a s n o t i c e a b l e t h a t

Oldham got ‘caned’ at Bramley for their

marker defence at play-the-ball. At both

W o r k i n g t o n a n d D o n c a s t e r O l d h a m ’ s

m a r k e r s w o r k e d r e a l l y h a r d t o c l o s e

d o w n t h e o p p o s i t i o n e a r l y w i t h M i c k

Mart indale outstanding in this role. No

doubt the coach and players had worked

o n t h i s a s p e c t o f p l a y i n t r a i n i n g .

H o w e v e r a t B r a m l e y O l d h a m w e r e

p e n a l i s e d u n m e r c i f u l l y a n d M i c k e y

E d w a r d s w a s s i n - b i n n e d f o r a n o f f e n c e

at play-the-ball, the same ‘offence’

i n c i d e n t a l l y w h i c h l e d t o S h e f fi e l d ’ s

second t ry a t Wembley. A t one s tage

Oldham conceded yet another penalty, I

remarked that if this was Wigan and the

game was on Sky TV Eddie and Stevo

w o u l d b e s i n g i n g t h e p r a i s e s o f t h e

de fence . Funny i sn ’ t i t , how re fe rees

h a v e d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e

s a m e l a w ? O r e v e n h o w t h e s a m e

referee can vary in his application of a

law from game to game! Could this be
b e c a u s e a r e f e r e e ’ s a s s e s s o r h a s

mentioned an aspect of his game he

cou ld improve? Whatever, there is no

d o u b t t h a t r e a l o r p e r c e i v e d

i n c o n s i s t e n c y i s t h e f e a t u r e o f

refereeing which most frustrates

spectators. With so much riding on

results these days it makes you wonder

whether it might not be better to decide

that once areferee is considered good

enough he should be left to get on with
i t w i t h o u t f u r t h e r i n t e r f e r e n c e . N o w

t h e r e ’ s a r e a c t i o n a r y o p i n i o n i f e v e r

t h e r e w a s o n e .

TALKING POINT

IS THERE any point in aRugby League

scrum? Nothing could be more

damaging to the reputation of the game

than the current s i tuat ion whereby s ix

players from each side come together in

aloose al l iance, meet briefly and break

up at the earliest opportunity. The

hooker is effectively redundant and it is

getting to the point where the bail barely
l e a v e s t h e s c r u m h a l f ’ s h a n d s .

Spectators are so immune to the blatant

d i s r e g a r d s h o w n f o r t h e l a w s o f t h e

game that the oft heard cry of ‘feeding’

has not been heard these many years

past. Alright so it speeds the game up,

but the idea that putting twelve players

on one spot will give more room for the
b a c k s t o m o v e a n d e x e c u t e r e h e a r s e d

(To) O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



From The

EDITOR Continued

moves i s no t ac tua l l y exp lo i t ed . And

w h y ? B e c a u s e t e a m s h a v e t a k e n t o

p u t t i n g p r o p s o r s e c o n d r o w s i n t h e

stand-off position while the half back

m a k e s a t o k e n g e s t u r e o f p u t t i n g h i s

head in the scrum. Power replacing skill.

And all the time the blurring of roles
c o n t i n u e s s o t h a t t h e a t t r i b u t e s

particular to one position are eroded in

favour of the all purpose footballer, good

at everything and outstanding at

nothing.

Anyway to return to the point: What is

to be done about the scrum? Well in my

v i e w i t ’ s t i m e w e e n f o r c e d t h e r u l e s a s

they are wri t ten. Ido not see why any

referee should blatantly ignore one part

of the rulebook while enforcing the rest.

What’s more let ’s make forwards pack

down whi le the backs stay out of the

scrum and, hopefully, try to play some

football. And if the two packs can’t form

up properly at the first attempt penalise

the offending side. Players will soon get

the message, if not from the referee
t h e n f r o m t h e i r o w n c o a c h w h o w o n ’ t b e

happy about his side giving away easy

ground.

OLDHAM

ROUGHYEDS

®^NJOya, ,_

ANoeecoue'^^

O l d h a m R o u g h y e d s a r e p r o u d t o a n n o u n c e

T H E I R N e w W e e k l y L o t t e r y
ffti

J o i n O l d h a m ’ s m o s t e x c i t i n g L o t t e r y a n d h e l p s u p p o r t

Y O U R t o w n ’ s n e w R u g b y L e a g u e C l u b !

F o r m o r e d e t a i l s p h o n e S c o t t o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Agents also required
(Excellent commission and other benefits)
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From the Pen of ..

Michael Turner
Ballant “Bulldog” YouthsThe Men from the Mount ●
following year. Oldham broke the sequence
i n 1899 w i th ou r famous fina l v i c to ry ove r

Hunslet, but Batley again claimed the trophy
in 1901, defeating Oldham on the way with

a 9 - 2 v i c t o r y i n t h e s e m i fi n a l a t
Huddersfield.

On the one occasion that Batley won the

Championship, Oldham were again defeated
i n t h e se m i fin a l o r p l a y o f f s t a g e o f t h e

competition. This was in 1924 when, after

thrashing the “Roughyeds” 34-0, the men
f r o m M o u n t P l e a s a n t w e n t o n t o d e f e a t

Wigan in the final. This prevented the Central
Park outfit from completing the double, as

they had already beaten Oldham in the
Challenge Cup final.

T h e l a s t t i m e t h e c l u b s m e t i n l e a g u e

competit ion was in the second division

campaign of 1989-90, when Oldham
c o m p l e t e d a c o m f o r t a b l e d o u b l e o v e r o u r
v i s i t o r s . H o w e v e r t h e l a s t s e n i o r m a t c h

b e t w e e n t h e t e a m s c a m e i n t h e s e c o n d

round of the Regal Trophy on December 9th,
1990 when Bat ley indeed showed the

“Bulldog" spirit to come from well behind to
s tea l a20 po in ts to 16 v ic to ry w i th a t ry in
the last minute of the match.

T O D AY i t f a l l s u p o n t h e “ R o u g h y e d s " t o

welcome to town the Bat ley c lub who were

f e l l o w f o u n d e r m e m b e r s o f t h e R u g b y

League. <

Way back in those early “Northern Union”
days the team known as the “Ga l lan t

Youths” were amajor power in the game and
became the first winners of the Challenge

C u p i n 1 8 9 7 a n d r e t a i n e d t h e t r o p h y t h e

Perhaps the bes t known p laye r to ass i s t
b o t h c l u b s i s J O H N E T T Y.

“Big John” holds our post war record for
t r i e s i n a s e a s o n w i t h t h e t o t a l o f 4 3 . T h i s

achievement was atel l ing factor which
helped the club to the Championship title in
t h e O l d h a m R L F C ‘ H a l l o f F a m e ” .

Prior to Joining Oldham, he had given

Jus t shor t o f ten years serv ice to Ba t ley

(his home town club), during which time he

won Yorkshire county recognition. After his
brief but successful spell with the

“Roughyeds”, John went on to gain more

h o n o u r s i n t h e t w i l i g h t o f h i s c a r e e r ,

inc luding winners medals in the chal lenge

Cup and the Yorkshire Cup, with the

famous Wakefield Tr ini ty team of the early
1960's.

%

●J

V

Ir-

iim
John Etty (far right) pictured at arecent social function, at the Clayton Arms, when Martin Murphy was
added to the Oldham RLFC "Hall of Fame”.

(Left to right: Bernard Ganiey, Martin Murphy, Alan Davies, Bob Irving and John Etty.)
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The of-htlel

ba 11 sU(jp11 er IVILSONS TROPHIES
to the 1 9 1 L E E S R l ) , O L D H A M

LANCS, OL4 ILS

FAX: (0161) 628 6058

e-mail: Trophics(^dial.pipex.com

R U a b y L e a R U e

.‘ ■X

FREEPHONE 0800 146 933
TROPHY OmCOUNTB 3fES

f R E E C O M P U T E R I S E D E N G R AV I N G

MAH ORDER SPECIALISTS

TOP QUALITY AWARDS

G L A S S A W A R D S

YES

JfES

YES

YESFREE CATALOGUE WITH PRICES

YESR U G B Y C L U B S P E C I A L I S T S

YESS P E C I A L O F F E R S & P R O M O T I O N S

For all your Trophy, Award and Presentation RequirementsAfitrel >
L:

Free engraving only applies when trophies are purchased form Wlisons Trophies. Etching

on glass is extra. Uyou require your dub motff and Jettering please ring tor aquote !UI

^nQravjn^^and_^lass^tdunQjs^m^Jet^^f^our£remises^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
the aythol-l ty. ..

Saddleworth

S p o r t s & U n i f o r m

One Stop Shopping for all your

sporting needs at your friendly
family shop

4

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5.30pm ●Saturday
9.30am to 5.30pm

W e w i l l r e s e r v e a n y i t e m o n

PAYMENT OF ASMALL DEPOSIT

9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire OL3 7JJ
Tel . 01457 872515

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

P a r k i n g a t t h e D o o r ■Vi s a ●A c c e s s ■Switch ●Amex

Cm)
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Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

if you^re not

satisfied with your

hank  ̂ convert

The Royal Bank

of Scotland
For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every

Wednesday night.

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic

Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB

Registered in Scotland No. 90312

■I-

MONARCH

METALS

Locally

Manufactured

Radial Fit Coupling

B o l t s F o r M a r i n e

AND Power

Industries

Worldwide

Buyers of Indust r ia l Cable,

Sw i t chgear, Mo to rs and
N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s

A l s o W o r k s C l e a r a n c e s

4

APilgrim
I I S I T E R I M / V T I O N / K L

Unit 17 Monarch Mill

Jones Street, Royton
Oldham 0L2 5AH

Tel /Fax 0161 665 1819

Uncouth Road

Firgrove, Milnrow
Rochdale OL16 3DD

Tel 01706 638842

Fax 01706 647494
Pilgrim International Ltd.

Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB
Tel : 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945Proprietors: Paul Neville, Alan Watson



joe Warham

Talk is always of adeadening series of play the

balls in asea of mud or snow. It was not this parody

that shone like abeacon light through the dark gloom

of the depressed thirties and gave consolation to tens

of thousands of unemployed in Northern England.

The game we now have is different. It appeals, it

seems, to ayoung generation, but seems to me to be
flawed. It is fast, open and entireiy predictable.

Every game will begin in the same manner. The
starting side will kick deep. The ball will be caught by,
or given to, aforward who will dive into the tackle.
Five further dives will follow and the inevitable kick.

The ball will be fielded and the same routine adopted

by the opposite side. There is no obvious reason why
s ides shou ld eve r sco re . They do so because o f

weakness by the defence.

The much vaunted strength of today's tackling is

often purile and when it fails, tries accrue -often in
spectacular length of the field fashion. But little is
created.

J O E WA R H A M , V i c e
President of Leeds

R h i n o s , i s a p o w e r f u l

and much respected

voice in the game. A

former Oldham player

in the 1950s, he
into

management and led
'■L e e d s t o t h e i r

championship
s u c c e s s e s I n 1 9 6 1

and 1969. He was

responsible

signing some of the

b e s t p l a y e r s e v e r t o
w e a r a m b e r a n d b l u e

at Headingley. Here,

he gives his views of
the current state of

R u g b y L e a g u e a n d
o f f e r s a n u m b e r o f

ideas on how to improve the game he loves ...

I N c o n v e r s a t i o n r e c e n t l y w i t h o n e t h e C l u b ’ s

youngsters Imentioned casually how Ienvied him and
t h a t I w a s p l a y i n g t r i a l s w i t h m y h o m e c l u b ,

Warrington, when Iwas his age (16 years) in 1936.
H e w a s o b v i o u s l y a b r i g h t k i d b e c a u s e h e

immed ia te l y asked me d id I rea l i se tha t had I then
had th is same conversat ion my in ter locutor Iwou ld

have been playing in 1875, twenty years before the
N o r t h e r n U n i o n w a s f o r m e d !

This set me thinking and made me realise that I
had at least asecond hand knowledge of the game
since i ts foundation. Irecal led the stories Iwas to. ld

of Billy Batten, Jack Fish, Harold Wagstaffe etc. I
remember in my day, too, after each match, receiving
acritique of my wing play at Oldham from George
Smith, George who? Well, he was aNew Zealand
champion hurdler and jockey who toured with the
1905 All Blacks and the original 1907 All Golds.

Today all of this seems to disqualify me, and
others of my ilk, from holding any valid opinion on the
game. Odd vo ices that express themselves
occasionally in the RL press relabelled as dinosaurs,
o r a t l e a s t r e a c t i o n a r i e s o f n e g a t i v e t h i n k i n g .

N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e i r v i e w m u s t b e p u t , n o t l e a s t ,

b e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o w a g e n e r a t i o n o f p l a y e r s ,

spectators, legislators and yes, media personalities,
who have no concept of what the game was.

moved

for

As the game develops, if adefensive lapse
d o e s n ’ t o c c u r t h e s i d e i n p o s s e s s i o n ( i f i n a n

attacking position) will keep the ball alive, tossing it
around in basketball fashion in the hope of agap

appearing. Such gaps are not created by the attack.
T h u s t h e r e i s a s a m e n e s s w h i c h i s o n l y

alleviated by defensive error. Contrast this with (say)
t h e b a s e o f t h e s c r u m m o v e s w h i c h o n c e s o

captivated us. At Salford in the thirties it was said
that you had to tackle three men in order to kill the
ball. Even from the terraces one never knew which of

Watk ins , Jenk ins or Feetham had possess ion. And

every club had its base of scrum ;McCue, Shannon

and Millington; Todd, Thornton and Beverley. You can
add your own.

Rugby Union has improved enormously from what
was deadly boring, to aserious contender for
spectator appeal. It has done so by adopting Northern
Union laws.

When, like many others during the war, Iplayed
my services RU “faute de mieux" Ifound the game
totally inhibiting and frustrating, and adjustment of the
bail was a'knock-on'; the ball could be kicked directly

into touch from anywhere on the field; aloose ball
had to be played with the foot before it could be
picked up. All this has now been brought more nearly
into line with RL.

It depresses me, therefore that we continue
denigration of another code which while still massively
inferior to RL now has its attractions.

The crux of the difference in codes (and much of

GARFORTH GLASS, MIRROR AND
PICTURE FRAMING CENTRE

Springhead, Oldham

Tel . 0161 624 7495

Good Luck to the Roughyeds

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham

Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1998

’to the Roughyeds

J
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Joe WarhamA'

GUEST WRITER
referee. Players over the years didn't question the

re fe ree -no t because t hey we re more v i r t uous

than those of today; but simpiy because they knew

they were wasting their time since the iaws of the

game forbade areferee to change adecision once

g iven. Nowadays i f p layers can preva i l upon a

re fe ree to consu l t h i s l i neman o r the v ideo , a
d e c i s i o n c a n b e r e v e r s e d . A n d t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a r e

surprised at the increased harassment of officials!

Let me hurriedly add that Iam wholly in favour of

video replays and the philosophy that alitt le time

spent in ensur ing tha t the dec is ion is acor rec t

one is time well spent. But at arecent match the

decision making involved the ref, both linesmen,

the in goal Judge, both captains, the aggrieved

players and the a l leged o ffender -e ight people !

This is decision by committee!

6. Allow 'stealing' of the ball. The onus is on the side

in possession to keep it. Again the current

situation is alottery. Was it one on one? Was the

b a l l d r o p p e d o r k n o c k e d o u t o f h a n d b y t h e

tackier? One could still penalise the holding up of

aplayer (ie not completing the tackle) in order to

allow for ball stealing.

7. No one to enter or leave the field of play without

the re fe ree 's permiss ion excep t in the case o f

i n j u r y when ONE pe rson ( i n i t i a l l y ) may rende r
assistance.

8 . F o r b i d t h e s p e c t a c l e o f a k i c k e r m a k i n g a s a n d

castle in order to get high on the kick. This is a

rugby sk i l l and i f t he k i cke r canno t ach ieve i t

naturally he should not be allowed to use artificial

means. If assistance is needed (because of hard

grounds) then agree on astandard size tee to be

provided by an official.

9. Revert to traditional numbering 1-13 with 14, 15
f o r s u b s t i t u t e s .

lO.Change the modus operand! of the referee so that

he looks along the line of flight of the ball instead

of being 10 yards away at right angles to the path

of the ball. Last season more passes were given

'forward' when they weren’t or ruled legal when in

fact they were forward, than ever before in history.

11 .Cont rovers ia l l y ! Go back to w in te r ! Games a re

seasona l by na ture . Cr icke t i s asummer game.

Rugby is awinter game.

After al l that, what awonderful game we have.
Bad iaws (or laws only observed in the breach) may

reduce its attraction but, it is still the greatest game
in the world.

the monotony of current RL) is the bringing back of

t h e b a l l i n t o p l a y a f t e r a t a c k l e . W h e n a t a c k l e i s

made the de fence has nega ted the a t tack and in

Justice should have an equal chance of gaining

possession.

T h i s i s r e c o g n i s e d i n R U a n d w a s s o

acknowledged when the Northern Union first

introduced the ‘play the ball', in atwo man scrum the

ball was to be dropped centrally between two players
either of whom could play the ball in any direction.

Simple -but i t has caused problems ever since and

has been the cause of amultitude of rule changes.

Effectively, we know that in Union and in League

the side in possession always had the greater chance

of keeping it. In despair we have currently accepted

that the side in possession keep i t for six tackles;

and voila, we have atype of American rugby. We’ll

stand back ten yards and give you five attempts to
advance the ball or score, then it’s our turn.

Coupled with the obscenity of so called scrums

when the feeding side is guaranteed possession, the

changed charac te r o f the game i s comp le ted . We

might Just as well dispense with the play the bail and

scrums by allowing the side in possession simply to

restart by passing the ball.

Inc idendal iy th is a lso appl ies to tap penal t ies
w h e r e t h e b a l l n e v e r l e a v e s t h e k i c k e r ’ s h a n d b u t i s

simply given atoken touch with the foot. Witnessing

this farce at agame in company with Greg McCallum I
a s k e d h i m d i d n ’ t t h e l a w s f o r b i d i t . T h e c o n t r o l l e r o f

Refe rees ag reed tha t t hey d id bu t re fe rees don ’ t
enforce the law!

S o h o w c a n w e g e t b a c k t o R u g b y L e a g u e

footbal l f rom the present cross between basketbal l

and American rugby (if, like me, you want Rugby
League football)?

1. Bring back meaningful scrums.

2 . Change t he p l ay t he ba l l so each s i de has a

chance of possession.

3. Reduce the ten yard rule. If the side in possession

wants more room, let them lie deeper. At present

the team in possession is offside at EVERY play
the ball.

4 . G o b a c k t o g a m e s o f t h i r t e e n a s i d e w i t h

substitutions allowed only for bona fide injured
p l a y e r s . T h e p l a y e r s w i l l t i r e . S o w h a t ? I s n ’ t

stamina one of those rugby virtues in which you
a r e t r y i n g t o p r o v e y o u r s e l f s u p e r i o r t o t h e

opposition?

5 . G ive au tho r i t y (and respons ib i l i t y ) back to the

i

»

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1998 Li t t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA
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N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t W o r k S e r v i c e s t o t h e W a t e r I n d u s t r y

V o l u m e W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n S e r v i c e

W a t e r M e t e r A n c i l l a r y D e v i c e s a n d R e m o t e R e a d i n g

W a t e r B u d g e t P a y m e n t S y s t e m s

N e w W a t e r S u p p l i e s a n d L e a d R e p l a c e m e n t S e r v i c e s

For these and o ther serv ices , contac t :

N e w E a r t h H o u s e ● 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d ●O l d h a m O L I 3 PA

Telephone:  0161 678 6354 ●Facsimi le :  0161 628 5197
e-mail chrisjay@newearth.u-net.com Website http://vrww.business.u-net.com/-newearth

Country Oven (mtc) Ltd.
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , O ldham, Lancs 0L4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

STEEL TRADING LTD

Steel Parcels at Trade Prices

Tel. 01925 231123 ● F a x . 0 1 9 2 5 6 5 7 7 6 5

Unit 2/3 ●Warrington Central Trading Estate ●Bewsy Road ●Warrington WA2 7LP
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Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleep
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AFTER the Roughyeds’ comparatively

successful start to the campaign, they will

be confident of accompanying Bramley and
o n e o t h e r S e c o n d D i v i s i o n c l u b i n t o

Division One at the end of the season,
w r i t e s D o n Y a t e s .

And on current form Batley look like

gaining promotion alongside Oldham and

Bramley so the big question is -Who will

join Lancashire Lynx, York Wasps, Barrow

Border Ra iders , Work ington Town and

Doncaster Dragons in the Second Division
next season? Like most contentious

i s s u e s a t R e d H a l l , t h e i d e n t i t y o f

app l i can ts fo r p ro fess iona l s ta tus a re

shrouded in mystery. However, recent

enquiries reveal that the contenders are

Hemel Hempstead, Blackpool Gladiators,

Woolston Rovers, Dudley Hil l, Beverley,

Wa l n e y C e n t r a l , E g r e m o n t R a n g e r s ,

Askam, London Sko lars and Dewsbury
Moor.

facilities exist at Egremont although their

c l u b h o u s e i s s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e

ground. Askam have floodlights to go with

top class clubhouse facilities and Walney

Central’s clubhouse, although not palatial,

is ad jacent to the i r ground. Dewsbury

Moor change and entertain visitors at a

nearby public house and Beverley play on

acricket ground, which should make

things interesting in the summer months. I
a m n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e L o n d o n S k o l a r s

set-up,but acquiring players of the required

standard in the London area could prove

difficult. Bramley could give advice with

regard to that.

Perhaps the biggest hurdle for the

C o n f e r e n c e L e a g u e c l u b s c o n c e r n s

finance. After speaking with one club who
h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d i n ‘ u n o f fi c i a l ’ t a l k s o n

Division Two, it seems that no Murdoch

funding will be available for clubs recruited

f rom the amateur leagues . Apparen t l y

these clubs are expected to cope on self¬

generated sponsorship together with gate

receip ts which are cer ta in ly less than

£200 per match at this time. Conference

League c l ubs t h i nk i ng o f amove i n t o
Division Two would be well advised to

consider ail the circumstances. They must

then decide whether or not to stay with a

progressive and, perhaps more important,

ademocratic organisation or throw in their
l o t w i t h t h e c u t t h r o a t b u s i n e s s o f

professional sport.

Iam Just glad that neither St.Anne’s

nor Saddleworth Rangers have been linked

with this latest move to reorganise our

structure.

Of course, tenancy o f as tad ium at

least equal to semi-professional soccer

standards is anecessity, so how do we

stand with regard to those requirements?

Blackpool Gladiators have no problems

because they play out of the Blackpool

Mechanics soccer ground but there could

b e a p r o b l e m w i t h H e m e l H e m p s t e a d .

They have plans for anew stadium, but

with the experience of Sportspark 2000, it

would be prudent for them to look for

a l t e r n a t i v e a c c o m m o d a t i o n . A s f o r t h e

Conference League contingent, Woolston

Rovers and Dudley Hi l l have excel lent

clubhouse facilities, covered standing

accommodation and floodlights, similar

S p e e d y H i r e C e n t r e s

( N o r t h e r n ) L t d .
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the Season

/iTevin T^ershaw Associates

Commercial, Criminal &Private Investigations

Tel 0161 343 6510

Best wishes to the Oldham RLFC team for
the Season -Gain promotion!

dE)O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Roughyeds

Notice Board
OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

A R E A V A I L A B L E :

Match Sponsorship, Associate Match
Sponsorship, Matchbali Sponsorship, Man of
the Match Sponsorship, Roughyeds Match

Day C iub +Programme and E lec t ron ic

Scoreboard Advertising.
D e t a i l s f r o m t h e C l u b O f fi c e s :

0161 628 3677

PLAYER KIT SPONSORSHIP

Why not sponsor your favourite player?
Full Kit for the season £200,

B o o t s £ 5 0

Shi r ts £50,

S o c k s £ 2 0

Tracksui ts £45,

Shor t s £25 ,

Training Kit £40

All sponsorship will be acknowledged in the
programme.

f

P R O G R A M I V I E S B Y M A I L O R D E R

Collect Programmes?

Relative/friends/living out of the area?
Why not book afull season’s League match

programmes for despatch to your nominated
a d d r e s s ? C o s t £ 1 8 f o r t h e s e a s o n i n c l u s i v e

of P&P.

F o r d e t a i l s c a l l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

If you have any comments on any aspect of

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 ) p l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e
E d i t o r a t : -

93, Chew Valley Road, Greenfield,
O l d h a m O L 3 7 J J

Phone/Fax: 01457 872515

Mr Wrigleys ‘Penny Rush’ Bar
Every Tuesday Night -‘Roughyeds Night’

View on the ‘Big Screen’: The previous weekend’s Roughyeds Game!

Commences 8.00pm Prompt

H e l p R a i s e F u n d s f o r t h e C l u b !

167 Union Street (opposite the Evening Chronicle Offices)
Tel . 0161 6273999

Adesignated Roughyeds Players &Supporters Area! -(John Smiths Smooth £1.20 Pint!)

On Thursday, 9th July, the Club will be holding a

Fund-Raising Golf Tournament
a t O l d h a m G o l f C l u b .

It will be a4-Ball Betterball -Stableford competition with a2.30pm Shotgun Start.
Entry will be £200 for ateam of 4or £110 for ateam of 2.

Included will be Lunch on arrival, a5-course Evening Dinner
and obviously prizes galore!
For tickets or enquiries please ring
any Club Official on 0161 628 3677

B r i a n W a l k e r o n 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r

Chris Roberts (Oldham Golf Club Captain) on 0161 633 5399

Away Travel ».Away Travel ,,Away Trave
DIRECTIONS TO PRESTON GRASSHOPPERS GROUND:|The venue of our away fixture against Lancashire Lynx on
the 31st May.) M61 to M6 take junction 32 off M6, signed M55/A6 take A6 slip road (Not MSS). At the

Roundabout turn towards Preston and immediately turn back on yourself, ie under the A6 -This is Lightfoot
Lane -the ground is approx 1mile on right -lookout for the golf range.

IMPORTANT -Do not be tempted to take the new junction 31A off the M6

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Taking Oldham
forward

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

is the driving force behind the continued

regeneration and revitalisation of the

Borough.

y
Counci l endeavour has enabled Oldham

to become acentre of real opportunity

within the North West region.

It has made possible anew and still

expanding Town Centre, 14 new schools

in as many years, Oldham Sixth Form

College, amuiti-miliion pound

programme of building and

environmental regeneration, thriving and

growing development sites and much,

much more.

The Council values its role in serving

the local community -and in taking

O l d h a m f o r w a r d .

O L D H A M D D D D ' Enquiries on 0161 911 4708
Metropolitan Borough D
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Coach: Paddy Kirwan
m

Match
IAidrian MEAD

O'Rourke Glass

&Glazing
Associate Match

2 C h r i s E C K E R S L E Y

3 A fi L E U I L A

4Steven WILDE

5Richard DARKES

Chart Range Ltd. 6Craig BARKER

Prestige Bedrooms 7Neil FLANAGAN

8Paul ROUND
Man of the Match

Swans of Chadderton
9John HOUGH

10 Michael EDWARDS

11 Joe NADIOLE
Neil flannagan Sponsored by

New Earth Water Services Ltd.

Steve Wild Sponsored by

Holmes &Gilmore pic

12 Graeme SHAW

1 3 M i c k M A R T I N D A L E

14 Darren ROBINSON 16 Ian SINFIELD

15 Nathan VARLEY 17 Mike PRESCOTT

T O D A Y * s O f fi c i a l s BAXLEY

Coach: David Ward
Today’s Referee

Mr D. Atk in ISimon JACKSON 1

2Lee BARGATE

3Steve WALKER

4Roger SIMPSON

5Paul GLEDHILL

6Richard PRICE

7Deryck FOX

8 C h r i s M c W I L L I A MSPONSORED BY:

9 M a r k C A S S

:
10 Andy WRAY/Roy POWELL
11 G r a h a m M I D D L E T O N

Co-operafivo lnauranc(>

&

Mizuno

Touch  Judges
Mr S. Evans

Mr B. P. King

12 Tony WALTON
13 Paul HARRISON

t 14 Nigel CRAVEN 16 Grant MYERS

15 Phil MIRFIN 17 John MORGAN

JToday


