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chairman's

CHATTER
WELCOME to Boundary Park for what, after the

postponement of the game against Lancashire

Ly n x , n o w b e c o m e s o u r fi r s t h o m e fi x t u r e o f t h e
season.

iwouid iike to think that you the Supporters,

h a v e a l r e a d y i d e n t i fi e d i n m y s e l f a n d f e l l o w

Directors adesire to do just that, and if it means

standing up and being counted for something that
w e b e l i e v e i n t h e n s o b e i t , n o m a t t e r w h o s e

f e a t h e r s a r e r u f fl e d .

On aseparate note, the

support we have had at the first

three games has been absolutely

outstanding and, although it does
®I'ttle monotonous, Imake

■ n o a p o l o g i e s f o r o n c e a g a i n
JHH offering the heartfelt thanks of

everybody in making those games
s e e m l i k e h o m e m a t c h e s . W i t h o u t

y o u r s u p p o r t w h a t w e s t r i v e t o

ach ieve i s imposs ib l e and we w i l l

not forget that either now or in the

f u t u r e . A l t h o u g h t h e t e a m i s

generally young and inexperienced, those of you

who have seen us p lay wi l l know that the p layers

are t ry ing to p lay enter ta in ing rugby and wi th that

in mind Ihope that you will once again get behind

the team today and be as vocal as usual.

Best Wishes.

Having won two out of our first three games

al l away f rom home, I th ink we can
be more than satisfied with the

start we have made. Those who

saw the game at Headingley

against todays opponents Bramley,
will accept that we lost the game

rather than them winning i t ! A
victory would have provided us with

aperfect start in adivision which

a p p e a r s a t t h i s e a r l y s t a g e t o b e

h igh l y compe t i t i ve and even l y
balanced.

Whilst warmly welcoming the

p layers , o ffic ia ls and suppor te rs o f

B r a m l e y t o d a y, I m a k e n o s e c r e t o f t h e f a c t t h a t

their link up with Leeds gives me great concern.

My feelings on the matter are well known and I
remain totally unconvinced of the arguments put

forward in support of their activities. The Rugby

Football League is amembers club, and, as such,

each member has aduty to ensure that , above a l l

else, it protects ‘the good of the game’. Once

dubs start to do that, the game of Rugby League

wil l advance in leaps and bounds.

i

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Chairman

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L l I D J
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Meivyn Lord
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Sean Whitehead

Media &Marketing Manager (Hon)
Brian Walker
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The VIEWS EXPRESSEP IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LtD.
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Oldham Evening Chronicle's

HALSTEADRoger
T H E c a s e f o r

the big screen

rep lay was f u r t he r

strengthened by

the “no try"

decision against

Darren Robinson in

O l d h a m ’ s 1 2 - 1 0

de fea t by B ram ley

at Headingley.

I’m not saying

the Roughyeds

substitute scored. I

w a s f a r t o o f a r

away to be sure of
that. But of one

thing Iam sure...there was sufficient doubt
f o r t h e i n c i d e n t t o b e c o m e a c o n t r o v e r s i a l

talking point.

H a d t h i s b e e n a S u p e r L e a g u e g a m e ,

even if not on Sky, we would have had the

benefit of in-goal judges.

Had it been asecond division game last

season we would have had in-goal

Judges...so the question must be asked:

w h a t ’ s h a p p e n e d t o t h e i n - g o a i J u d g e s i n

division two this year?

i n f o r m e d s o u r c e s t e l l m e t h e r e a r e n o i n ¬

goal Judges this season in either first or

second divisions. If not, why not? Could it be

the result of ashortage of men taking up

refereeing? Could it be acase of cutting
costs?

many wrong decisions must have been made
when areferee had to make an instant

Judgement in the heat of the moment,

possibly with bodies all over the place and

possibly from 10 to 15 yards behind the play

if afast centre or wing had broken clear.

To be alittle more specific let’s examine

f o r a m o m e n t t h e i n c i d e n t a t H e a d i n g l e y

involving Robinson. The teenager put in a

low, angled kick from somewhere in the

vicinity of the Bramley 20 metre line.

My first impression, to use atennis term,

was that the kick looked "long”.

H o w e v e r , R o b i n s o n q u i c k l y m a d e u p

ground on defenders who had to turn on a

rain-soaked surface. He got ahead of them,

no doub t abou t tha t , bu t f rom my pos i t i on

towards the other end of Headingley the ball

looked to be going dead from the moment it

left the player ’s boot.

Suddenly, it seemed to slow up on the

wet turf and in the flash of an eye the

Roughyed’s youngster was diving on to it and

the Oldham fans at that end of the ground

rose in unison to claim the try.

The referee glanced across at his touch-

judge before giving Bramley a20-metre tap,

but neither official was as well placed as an

in-goal Judge would have been.

One of the closest people to the point of

touchdown was Chronicle photographer Tony

Miller and, for the record, it has to be said

that Tony believed Robinson got downward

movement on to the ball as it actually cut the

dead ball line.

I f t h a t w e r e t h e c a s e i t w a s N O T R Y a n d

t h e m a t c h o f fi c i a l s w e r e s p o t o n , b u t t h a t

doesn’t Justify the RFL decision to dispense

with in-goal Judges outside Super League this
season.

The case for big screen replays and/or in¬

goal Judges has surely been proven in the

last couple of years. To toss the in-goal men

o f t h e fi r s t a n d s e c o n d d i v i s i o n s i n t o t h e s i n

b i n i s a b a c k w a r d s t e p . W h a t a b o u t i t ,

FASDA? Apush for their reinstatement would

be appropriate.

W h a t e v e r t h e r e a s o n , y o u c a n g a m b l e

t h a t m a t c h e s o u t s i d e S u p e r L e a g u e t h i s

s u m m e r w i l l p r o d u c e a l o t o f “ t r i e s " w h i c h

w e r e , a t b e s t , d u b i o u s a n d a l o t o f

t o u c h d o w n s d i s a l l o w e d w h e n m o d e r n

technology or in-goal personnel would have

proved them legit imate.

T h e t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s w i l l a r g u e t h a t w e

managed without Big Brother replay screens

or extra officials posted behind the dead ball

l ine for ahundred years.

Or course, we did. But the introduction of

the screen, and with it slow-motion action

replays, has merely served to indicate how

I
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Oldham RIFC

L

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing

Supplies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand tiles and slates

bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Uni t E l Brooks ide Bus iness Park

Greengate
Middleton

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel  0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night 0161 633 4252
Tel 0161 665 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 6 5 4 0 4 3

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

REDDISH

DEMOLITION

LIMITED

HAMILTON

COMPANY

ACCOUNTANTS
ALBION HOUSE

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
7 R e t i r e S t r e e t , O l d h a m O L 1 I S A

Tel 0161 682 6660

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken

Demoiition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )

Tel 0161 624 2550

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 11 0 8 4
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Oldham RLFC

rhe Roughyeds
r

LEVER'S Oldham Joinery

Manufacturers
FISH Ff CHIPS

Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure

Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit
Best Wishes

TO
For prompt &personal attention

O l d h a m R L F C Joinery: 0161 627 4237
uPVC: 0161 624 4447

Evenings: 0161 652 0602U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l

Oldham
BRITANNIA MILL -WILLOW STREET ■OLDHAM

Trade WelcomeMon-Sat 11.00-5.30

MERCEDES-BENZ

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

NEW &USED SPARES

D r o n s fi e l d s ( O l d h a m )

Delph New Road

Delph
01457 871717

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001

0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LW AY S ●
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Don Yates

On This Day
Don Yates recalls this day in history

THIS afternoon Bramley, tenants at Headingley,

v i s i t O l d h a m e x a c t l y 4 1 y e a r s a f t e r t h e i r

landlords, Leeds, visited Oldham for aLeague

Championship semi-final tie. The Roughyeds

ended that 1956-57 season as league leaders

so were confident of victory when fourth placed

Leeds arrived at Watersheddings on Saturday

4th May 1957. The Loiners, however, put up
stubborn resistance and, in fact, led 7-2 late in

the first hal f before aDick Cracknel l t ry put

Oldham back on course and able to pull off a

2 2 - 1 2 w i n . C e n t r e s D e n i s Ay r e s a n d A l a n

Davies (2) scored the other Roughyed tries with

Bernard Ganley adding five goals. Scrum-half
Jeff Stevenson and centre Keith McLellan

s c o r e d t h e L e e d s ’ t r i e s w i t h f u l l - b a c k L e w i s

Jones landing three goals.

for Oldham and scored 17 tries before moving

on to Salford three years later.

Saturday, 4th May 1996 was an afternoon
o f m i x e d f o r t u n e s f o r o u r l o c a l a m a t e u r c l u b s .

In the North West Counties League, Higginshaw

d e f e a t e d W i g a n S t . C u t h b e r t s 5 0 - 8 t o w i n

promotion to the Premier Division with a100%
r e c o r d i n D i v i s i o n O n e , 1 8 w i n s f r o m 1 8

m a t c h e s a n d n e i g h b o u r s S t . A n n e s a l s o

clinched promotion. They beat Walney Central

27-2 at home to move up to the Premier

Division of the National Conference League.

Sadd le -wor th Rangers , on the o the r hand ,

s u r p r i s i n g l y l o s t 1 9 - 1 2 a t h o m e t o M i l l o m

despite leading 12-10 at the interval.

It was on this day in 1934, Friday 4th May,

that the Rugby Football League’s first attempt

to establish professional rugby in London came

to an end, albeit in triumphant circumstances.

The Wigan Highfield club were moved to the

White City Stadium, Shepherds Bush for the
1 9 3 3 - 3 4 s e a s o n a n d t h e i r fi n a l m a t c h o f t h a t

campaign was played on Challenge Cup Final

eve when Bramley prov ided the oppos i t ion .

Highfield won 59-11 with loose-forward Welsh, a
Scot incidentally, scoring four tries but the club

then returned north, renamed itself Liverpool

Stanley and continued to play out of the Stanley

Greyhound Stadium, Liverpool. For the record,
Bramley’s points came v ia at ry f rom winger

Telford and four goals from hooker Lift.

Although Britain was at war in 1940, the
country’s optimists were sti l l confident that i t
w o u l d b e o v e r i n t i m e f o r t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s t o

tour Australasia as planned in the summer. For

tha t reason , on Sa tu rday 4 th May 1940 , a
t e a m o f ‘ 1 9 4 0 To u r P r o b a b l e s ’ m e t t h e ‘ 1 9 3 6

To u r i s t s ’ a t t h e W i l l o w s , S a l f o r d . A t h o o k e r f o r

the Probables was Oldham raker Edgar Brooks

who scored atry as his team bui l t up a21-5
i n t e r v a l l e a d . T h e 1 9 3 6 To u r i s t s h i t b a c k a f t e r

the interval but the Probables hung on to win
2 9 -2 1 . I t w a s 1 9 4 6 b e fo re t h e L i o n s se t sa i l f o r

Aus t ra l i a and on l y ha l f backs W i l l i e Dav ies

(Bradford Northern) and Dai Jenkins (Leeds)

t o g e t h e r w i t h l o o s e - f o r w a r d Tr e v o r F o s t e r
(Brad fo rd Nor thern ) o f the 1940 Probab les

were included in that 1946 party. Remarkably,

centre Gus Risman (Sal ford) and scrum-hal f

Tommy McCue (Widnes) of the 1936 Tourists

also made the trip.

Alan Davies

Six years later, Saturday 4th May 1963,

was not as successful for the Roughyeds who

lost 15-10 at home to Warrington. Fuli-back

Johnny Noon scored both Oldham tr ies and
scrum-half Brian Fallon landed both goals but it

was amore significant afternoon for second-row
f o r w a r d S t u a r t W h i t e h e a d w h o m a d e h i s fi r s t

t e a m d e b u t f o r t h e R o u g h y e d s t h a t d a y.

Whitehead went on to make 76 appearances

CH)O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



C o m m e n t s f r o m

FHE COACH
r

by the fact that we had the same

referee for the 2nd consecut ive game,

and Ibel ieve the Rugby League has to

improve its administration of the game

to be fair to everyone. It does not seem

r i g h t t o m e t o p l a y 3

c o n s e c u t i v e a w a y g a m e s ,
and have the same referee

fo r two o f them.

Idon’t think, and

certainly hope, that we wil l

play as badly again with the

b a l l a s w e d i d f o r t h e fi r s t

3 9 m i n u t e s a t D o n c a s t e r .

Again cond i t ions p iayed

t h e i r p a r t w i t h s u n s h i n e ,

torrential

hailstones during the first 30 minutes.

Playing without the ball because of our
own mistakes we stood firm on defence,

conceded only 3penalty goals and then

scored through Neil Flanagan on the

stroke of half time to go in with an
undeserved 8-6 iead.

In the second half we gave amuch

improved performance to run out worthy

w i n n e r s 2 8 - 8 . T h e fi r s t 3 g a m e s h a v e

produced impressive performances from

M i c k e y E d w a r d s a n d R i c h a r d D a r k e s

with centres Sean Cooper and Afi Leuila

always looking dangerous.

Finally awelcome to Bramley on their

fi r s t v i s i t t o B o u n d a r y P a r k . To d a y ’ s

game gives us an ear ly opportuni ty to

avenge the defeat at Fleadingley.

TFIE postponement of the first game of

the season, at home to Lancashire Lynx,

was ab ig d i sappo in tmen t t o eve ryone
concerned at the club. Given the terrific

travelling support we have had since, at

W o r k i n g t o n , B r a m i e y a n d
D o n c a s t e r i a m s u r e w e

would have had agate to

m a t c h m a n y o f t h e S u p e r

League clubs.

Missing the first home

g a m e h a s m e a n t t h a t w e

have had atough start to

the campaign with 3away

games. As anew team just

learning about each other i
am real ly p leased to have

come through that start with 2wins out
of 3.

andram.

The game at Workington was

probabiy the most demanding physically,

and going in at half time 14-4 down was

abig test of character. Commitment is

something this team does not lack and

we produced an outstanding 2nd half

display, scoring four tries to one, for our
first win.

The game at Bramley was played in

shocking condi t ions. Ihave never been

to Fleadingley and seen the pitch in less

than perfect condition, but with so much

water on the pitch the game deteriorated
into amistake strewn contest with

defences on top. In the event Bramley
c o n t r o l l e d t h e b a l l b e t t e r i n t h e s e c o n d

h a l f t o w i n 1 2 - 1 0 . A s w e l l a s t h e

conditions, though, we were not helped Paddy Kirwan

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
THE

Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s

O ldham RLFC eve ry success i n 1998
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

RFFULiij
Founded 1914

Vfamily finance \family finance

O I D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



O l d h a m R I F C

rhe Roushyeds
r

BLAINEY’S

BAKERS

OLDHAM RLFC

CLUB SHOP
For all your Roughyed Souvenirs

Home and away

replica shirts now in
stock

See our new range of

framed rugby prints

High Class Bakers
and Confectioners

73, Lees Road

Oldham.

Tel : 0161 -624-7391 66 UNION STREET OLDHAM

Telephone 0161 627 2141

_....Medlock

The Medlock Team wish the Oldham players, staff and

directors every success for the future and look forward to

us being amajor force in Rugby once again



Ol d h a m R L FC

rhe Roushyeds
r

Lees Village
Service Station

NEIL

GIBBISON
\Ne may not be aSuper Store

but M/e give Super Service

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane

●Sweets, Tobacco,
Groceries

●C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

●Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

Dental

Surgeon

●Attended Petrol

Service

(PVhy put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

●Lottery

OPEN

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm

Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30 am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306Tel 01457 872108

Ipyneswood
Engineering
Sales

Ltd.

Registered Office;

St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,

Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:

0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

Fax:

0161-627 4367

B e s t W i s h e s t o

Oldham Roughyeds



Junior

Roushyeds
Sponsored ^
by Broadham
Plant Hire

HI THERE all you Junior Roughyeds,

Well what do you thing of our new
Roughyed?

Don’t forget we need to give aname to

the Roughyed -who wants to win that super
prize?

game. Icould hear them In the dressing
r o o m . T h e y s o u n d e d ‘ fi r e d u p ’ f o r I t . I r a n

onto the pitch with Nell Flanagan and the
team. Iwas asked by Paul Lee to do the toss

and Work ington ’s mascot ‘ca l led ’ . They lost

and Nell said Oldham should stay where they
were and receive the kick. Then Ileft the

pitch to watch the game. It was very exciting
but nerve-racking too. The result was great:

Roughyeds first League game and first win
and Iwas their mascot. The players all came

to the crowd at the end, which was great. I

will never forget this day in Workington. A
great day for me and Oldham Roughyeds.

We ex tend ave ry wa rm O.R .L .F.C .
welcome to all the players, officials and

s u p p o r t e r s f r o m B r a m l e y. L e t ’ s h o p e w e

don’t have the rain at Boundary Park that we

received at Bramley!!

W e l l , s a d l y w e d i d n o t s t a r t o f f o u r

season as we hoped to . We were a l l ve ry

disappointed when the Lancashire Lynx

m a t c h w a s c a n c e l l e d - e s p e c i a l l y L A U R E N
P E M B E R T O N . L a u r e n w a s c h o s e n a s m a s c o t

f o r t he day. She a t t ends S t A ldan and S t

Oswalds School In Royton and is 9years old.

S o l e t ’ s h e a r y o u c h e e r i n g f o r

O l d h a m “ C o m e o n O l d h a m , c o m e o n
Oldham”

F o r o u r s e c o n d m a t c h o f t h e s e a s o n

away at Bramley JAMES PEMBERTON aged

11 of Royton was very pleased to be the

mascot. This is what James had to say....

Someone who was not disappointed was

N I C H O L A S W A T T E R S O N f r o m G r e e n fi e l d .

Nicholas was the Roughyeds mascot at

Work ing ton and th is i s what he thought o f

the day:-

AFTER waiting for what seemed like ages
outside the dressing room listening to Paddy

Kirwan they final ly came out . I led them out

in front of 1069 cheering spectators. It felt

g r e a t , a l l m y n e r v e s d r a i n e d a w a y. I t h e n

went up for the toss, and I’ve still got the
match coin as asouvenir. I left the pitch with

t h e a i r o f s o m e o n e w e l l p r o u d . I w o u l d n ’ t

have swapped it for anything.

“WHAT ADAY”

By Nicholas Watterson

WFIAT aday! Me, Nick Watterson, oidham
Roughyeds fi rs t ma tch masco t ! Iwas rea l l y

exc i t ed wa i t i ng f o r t he p l aye rs be fo re t he J a m e s P e m b e r t o n

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8
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VISITORS
club. Atough tackling forward
who always gives his all.
K R I S S M I T H

One of the brightest prospects in

the game, Kris hails from the
Eccles ARLFC that a lso inc luded

A d r i a n M o r l e y a n d N a t h a n
M c A v o y . K r i s h a s s u p e r b
hand l ing sk i l l s and abr i l l ian t

kicking game. He is assured of a
big future in the game.
RICHARD TIFFANY

R i c h a r d i s a f o r m e r D u d l e y H i l l

amateur player who originally
signed for the Halifax club. He is

highly thought of by the coaching
s t a f f a n d i s s o m e o n e w h o

always gives 100% for the Club.
SIMON MIDDLETON

T h i s f o r m e r C a s t l e f o r d T i g e r

winger has just returned this
w e e k f r o m a s p e l l i n R u g b y
Union.

NICKY RENDER

Nicky is aformer Leeds, York
a n d H a l i f a x p l a y e r w h o h a s

settled well at Bramley. He is a

f o rmer Cas t le fo rd j un io r and h i s

versat i l i ty makes him avi ta l ly

i m p o r t a n t m e m b e r o f t h e
Bramley squad.
ANDY AGAR

Andy has recently returned from
A u s t r a l i a w h e r e h e h a s b e e n

playing Country Rugby League.
S i n c e h i s a r r i v a l h e h a s

impressed everyone with his
enthusiasm to be part of the

Bramley squad.
GAVIN BROWN

One of two Leeds players on
l o a n a t B r a m l e y , G a v i n i s a n

A c a d e m y i n t e r n a t i o n a l w h o

should give vital experience to
the Bramley team. He has played
all his football at Scrum Half and

is widely tipped for abig future in

the game.
MARVIN GOLDEN

O n l o a n f r o m L e e d s R h i n o s ,

M a r v i n h a s p l e n t y o f S u p e r

League experience behind him.
Still only twenty-one years of age
M a r v i n h a s t r e m e n d o u s p a c e

and is aregular try scorer. He
wil l add competi t ion for places to

an already strong Bramley back
division

E U G E N E C U R R I E

One of the most popular of all
Bramley players, Eugene has

also played professional for
Hunslet. Agiant of aprop
forward Eugene is very much the
workhorse of the Bramley pack.
DAVID PITTS

Signed from Stanningley ARLFC
after having played at Oldham
u n d e r P e t e r T u n k s a n d T i m

Wilby. David has been with the
Bramley club for three years and
is adept in either half back role.
M A R K G I B S O N

Jo ined Bramley f rom Mi l fo rd
A R L F C . M a r k i s c o n t i n u i n g t o

d e v e l o p u n d e r t h e w a t c h f u l e y e
o f M i c k C o o k a n d P a u l F l e t c h e r .

RYAN MACDONALD

R y a n h a i l s f r o m t h e C u m b r i a n

a r e a a n d i s i n s t a n t l y r e c o g ¬

nisable by his red hair. He has a
typical Cumbrian attitude to the

game and his ‘hard as nails'
approach is in keeping with the
fi n e s t t r a d i t i o n s o f C u m b r i a n

Prop Forwards.
W A Y N E F R E E M A N

ANDY POYNTER

One of several close season

signings from the Leeds Rhinos,

Andy was amember o f t he i r
successful Academy and Alliance
Championship winning teams of

last season. Andy hails from the
Bingley area and is equally at

home on the wing and at Full
Back.

RICHARD STEAD

S i g n e d f r o m a m a t e u r r u g b y
league in the Normanton area,
R i c h a r d h a s d e v e l o p e d i n t o a

powerful winger. Big things are
expected of h im as he cont inues

to improve rapidly.
DAN POTTER

D a n i s f r o m t h e Y o r k a r e a a n d

has developed his talent with the

L e e d s R h i n o s . A s t r o n g r u n n i n g

cent re , he jo ined Bramley in the

c lose season. Former ly wi th New
E a r s w i c k A l l B l a c k s A R L .

DAVID GIBBONS

One of the most experienced

players in the Bramley ranks,
David played in acurtain raiser
at Wembley when he was eleven.

He has had p lenty o f exper ience
w i t h t h e L e e d s R h i n o s fi r s t t e a m

and has also played at Keighley.
ANTHONY GIBBONS

Tw i n b r o t h e r o f D a v i d , A n t h o n y

has played al l h is rugby with his

brother. Played at Keighley as
w e l l a s L e e d s R h i n o s , h e i s

equally at home in the full back,
h a l f b a c k a n d l o o s e f o r w a r d

positions.
NEIL KITE

Astrong running centre or

winger, Neil is in his first season
at Bramley af ter or ig inal ly jo in ing
L e e d s f r o m h i s h o m e t o w n o f

B a r r o w . W a s a m e m b e r o f t h e

Championship winning Leeds

Al l i ance and Academy s ides las t
season.

MICKY HORNER

Was t remendous l y success fu l as
a n a m a t e u r a t b o t h c o d e s o f

rugby. Micky played represent¬
at ive footba l l f rom an ear ly age.

He can play in either half back
role but i t is in the hooking

position that we should see him
most often.

Last year ’s Player of the Season,

W a y n e i s o n e o f t h e b r i g h t e s t

young prospects in the game

today. Astrong running second
row forward Wayne has at t racted
interest f rom ahost of top c lubs.
GLEN FREEMAN

Bro ther o f Wayne, G len fo rms a

dynamic second row pa r tne rsh ip

with his brother. Signed from the
Pudsey area Glen has run into
s o m e fi n e f o r m f o r t h e B r a m l e y

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE EOOTBALL CLUB ^5



Don Yates ...Statistically

SPEAKING
FOR the belated first home league match of

the new era, Oldham welcome Bramley to

Boundary Park. The Villagers have made a
s u c c e s s f u l s t a r t t o t h e i r s e a s o n b u t f a c e a

s t i f f t e s t t h i s a f t e r n o o n a g a i n s t t h e

Roughyeds who, despite last month’s defeat

at Headingley, have an excellent record

against the Reserve Rhinos. These clubs

h a v e m e t o n 5 0 p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n s w i t h

Oldham winning 39 times, their biggest

victory coming when Bramley last visited

Oldham in the Challenge Cup four years ago.

The biggest Roughyed victory in west Leeds

c a m e i n N o v e m b e r 1 9 5 2 w h e n O l d h a m w o n

31-4 at the old Barley Mow ground. Fuli-back

Bernard Ganley scored atry and five goals in

that game whi ls t Terry O’Grady crossed for

two of the seven Roughyed tries. Oldham’s

wors t de fea t a t B ram ley was i n December

1931 when the Villagers ran in five tries

during their 19-7 league win. Bramley’s best

win at Watersheddings came during their

highly successful 1973-74 campaign. In

September o f tha t season they won 30 -17

with scrum-half Barney Ward scoring two

t r i es and s i x goa ls as the Roughyeds los t

their opening six matches of the season. We

do not anticipate such adrubbing today in

what is sure to be avital and close fought
encounter.

D E TA I L S O F B R A M L E Y ' S L A S T V I S I T T O

WATERSHEDDINGS

Sunday 12th February 1995

Challenge Cup, round four
O L D H A M 7 0 B R A M L E Y 1 0

halftime 28-4

attendance 2,738

Oldham Tries: Steve Gartland (2), Wally

Gibson (2), Darren Abram (2), Scott Ranson

(2), Adrian Belle, Paul Topping, Wilson Marsh

&Paul Davidson.

Goals: Wilson Marsh (11)

Bramley Tries: Jon Perks &Barry Greenwood

Goal: Dean Creasser

m

■ m

jT

Scott Ranson.

R E S U LT S O F M AT C H E S B E T W E E N

T H E R O U G H Y E D S A N D B R A M L E Y D U R I N G

T H E PA S T T E N S E A S O N S

Oldham: Wally Gibson; Adrian Belle, Paul

Topping, Darren Abram, Scot t Ranson;

Wilson Marsh, Steve Gartland; Paul Norman

David Stephenson, Jason Temu, lyan Green,

Joe Faimalo &Mike Kuiti.

Substitutes, Shaun Irwin &Paul Davidson.

Bramley: Ian Wigglesworth; Barry

Greenwood, Dean Creasser, Ronnie Sharp,

Wayne Freeman; Jon Perks, Gordon Long;

Brian Quinlan, Dean Blankley, Andy Agar,

Glen Freeman, Roy Jewitt &Paul Garrett.

Substitutes, Ray Ashton &Dean Mali.

89-90 Regal Trophy Bramley 16 Oldham 48

90-91 Chal lenge Cup Bramley 6Oldham 38

92 -93 D i v i s i on Two B ram ley 6O ldham 23

Div is ion Two Oldham 36 Bramley 0

Division Two Oldham 40 Bramley 20

Division Two Bramley 16 Oldham 32

94-95 Challenge Cup Oldham 70 Bramley 10

Division Two Bramley 12 Oldham 1098

CjD>O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Iva Slateloose

GUEST WRITER
F I N A N C I A L W O R R I E S - N O

PROBLEM

H e r e ’s t h e P l a n !

A l l O l d h a m f a n s w i l l w e a r s a f f r o n

robes (an orange duvet cover will do),
shave their heads (except for OAP’s who

may wear red and white pot towels),

and put on sandals.

Before and after each game and at

half time everybody must turn and face

Mecca Bingo and chant in unison:-
“Hare Krishna -Oldham Rugby

Hare Krishna -Summer Rugby

Hare Krishna -Three Divisions

H a r e K r i s h n a - H e ’ s a S w a m i

Peace, Love, Bells and Liniment”

We t h e n i n f o r m t h e w o r l d ’ s p r e s s

that we intend to build “The

T r a n s c e n d e n t a l S t a d i u m o f D i v i n e

Athletic Prowess and Greyhound Track.”

Money will pour in from such varied
s o u r c e s a s T h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f

Churches, Colonel Gadaffi, Save the

C h i l d r e n , P a u l G e t t y a n d N u k e A G a y

W h a l e f o r J e s u s .

On top of that we apply to the charity

commission for registrat ion and so
avoid all penal taxation!!

It can’t fail!

Yours faithfully
Iva Slateloose

AND LO! it came to pass that agreat

gateway to Oldham was constructed.
A n d o n t h e s e c o n d S u n d a y t h e

mul t i tude d id process down Broadway

and did merge with the hordes on

Chadderton Way and did pour through
t h e e n t r a n c e s a n d t h e m a n a g e m e n t

were sore afraid for the safety of the
women and children. And the head of

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s a i d “ s u f f e r l i t t l e

c h i l d r e n t o c l i m b o v e r t h e b a r r i e r s t h a t

they might sit on the grass”. And so it

came to pass that an attendance of

2 0 , 0 0 0 w a s a c c o m m o d a t e d w i t h o u t

trouble. And B&Qdid make much

money.

One Division, Two Division,

Three Divisions, Four

Bring in Hemel Hempstead

To even up the score,

Ellenborough, Egremont

A r e t h e r e a n y m o r e ?

Soon we ’ll be like football

O n S k y f o r e v e r m o r e ?

PERSONAL Masoniy Cleaning &Restoration Co. Ltd.

TYRES, SERVICES &EXHAUSTS
Beever S t ree t , O ldham

Tel 0161 624 2826

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1998

S T O N E C L E A N E R S & R E S T O R E R S

Contact Mike Blandford on 0161 652 5445

A l l t h e L u c k i n t h e Wo r l d

to the ‘98 Roughyeds

CjT) O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Harlequins
Cabaret Bar
Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife

Top Cabaret Acts ❖Live Sky Sports

❖English Horse Racing ❖

I

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis (j their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season

and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Hn Btltisii

If you choose Tenerife for your

holidays, call in at the Harlequins
for areal Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin
Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Puiiaub
Euntpe

Sutiicolil

Cabaret

Bar
Mediterranesn

KL'KLY AIRCONDITION

OPEN mUTE

Seven days aweek

g79 54 60

Rojil
Garden

.BABUQQINS

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden

PUM DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0

Cl?)



MATCH BY MATCH 199€

"S’ ®“S’ “Oi10 11 12 13lU I I ■

Att Result

F-AAPRIL 1998

10 FrI LANCASHIRE LYNX H4.D0

VarleyMartindale Robinson Round MadersHough Edwards Sinfield Shaw
FiDnagan CleggDarkes Leuiia Cooper McNIcholasA3.00 1344 22-18 Mead13 Mon WORKINGTON TOWN

Round Prescotl VarleySinfield Shaw Martindale RobinsonFlanagan Maders Hough Edwards
Cooper Eckersley BarkerWilde Oarkes Leuiia22 Wed BRAMLEY A7.45 10-12

Robinson Round Clegg ShawEdwards Sinfield Varley MartindaleBarker Flanagan Maders HoughLeuiia Cooper EckersleyA3.00 1050 20-8 Wilde Darkes28 Sun DONCASTER DRAGONS

MAY

B r a m l e y ; A r t h u r K e e g a n ; P e t e r G o o d c h i l d , K e i t h

Bollon, John Hughes, Jack Austin; Trevor Briggs,

Barney Ward; Dave Briggs, Roy Firth, Tony Cheshire,
Dave Sampson, Graham Idie &John Woiford.

Bramiey made the perfect start to the match,
taking advantage of aWidnes error for Jack Austin to
sco re w ide ou t i n i ess t han five m inu tes . Ba rney
Ward converted f rom the touchl ine but ten minutes

later suffered aknee injury and took no further part

in the match. By haif-t ime Ray Dutton had reduced

Bramley's iead to 5-4 with acouple of penalties and
i t seemed oniy amatter of t ime before the Chernies

took controi. The Viilagers, however, had different
ideas and when second-rower Dave Sampson forced

himseif over from ciose range, Bramiey's confidence

began to soar. Talented loose-forward John Wolford
dropped agoal to put Bramley 10-4 in front and even

though Dave Macko crossed to put Widnes back in
t he ma tch , B ram ley ended the game we l l on top .
P e t e r G o o d c h i l d w a s a w a r d e d a c o n t r o v e r s i a l

o b s t r u c t i o n t r y w h i c h W o l f o r d c o n v e r t e d t o g i v e

Bramley asurprise but fully deserved 15-7 victory.

They had beaten four First Division sides in
lifting the trophy, two of those matches away from
home including the final. It looked like the start of
something big at the McLaren Field but, sadly for the
w e s t L e e d s c l u b , i t h a s p r o v e d t o b e B r a m l e y ’ s

solitary honour. Nevertheless, the club soldiers on
and th is season they harbour genuine prospects of

adding the Second Division Championship to their
lone cup success.

three tries to the Villagers two, but it was the goal
kicking of Barney Ward and John Wolford which
c a r r i e d B r a m l e y t o a 1 0 - 9 v i c t o r y. Tr o p h y h o l d e r s

Leigh, in the meantime, were beaten 13-10 at home

by Widnes.

Castleford visited McLaren Field at the quarter¬

final stage when Bramley overcame a2-0 half-time
deficit to win 13-2. Widnes won 15-11 at Salford in a

Don Yates. ..Down4Mon BRAMLEY H3.00

10 Sun DATLEY BULLDOGS H3.0B

Memory
Lane

17 Sun BARROW BRAVES H3.00

24 Sun YORK A3.00

RR LANCASHIRE LYNX A3.0031 Sun

match which had to be played in the afternoon

because of the industrial action of the power

w o r k e r s w h i c h c a u s e d m a t c h e s t o b e p l a y e d i n

daylight.

JUNE

7Sun RR WORKINGTON A3.00

RR BARROW (it RDcMili) H3.DB14 Sun

The semi-final draw took St. Helens to Bramley

with Widnes visiting Hull Kingston Rovers. The 13-8
Widnes victory at Craven Park was not really a
surpr ise but Bramley’s 13-12 victory over St.Helens

certa in ly was. Despi te that v ic tory over the Saints,

Bramley were given little chance against Widnes so
when the Chernies won the toss to decide the final

1 9 F r i R R L A N C A S H I R E L l i l R K M i i i ) H 7 . 3 0

Don Yates looks back to amatch from yesteryear
Be Sun RR BARROW BRAVES A3.B0

T H I S a f t e r n o o n ’ s v i s i t o r s t o B o u n d a r y P a r k a r e

Bramley, one of rugby league’s perennial strugglers.

The Villagers, in fact, have won only one trophy in
their 119 year history, that being the 1973 Floodl i t

Trophy. The 1973-74 season was one of the best in
the history of the club. They were semi-finalists in

the Player Trophy and ended their league campaign
in 12th posit ion in Division One. They accumulated

t h e s a m e n u m b e r o f p o i n t s a s O l d h a m , b u t

B r a m l e y ’s b e t t e r s c o r i n g d i f f e r e n c e m e a n t t h a t i t

was the Roughyeds who were relegated. There could
be no grumbles from Oldham who were beaten both
home and away by Bramley during the First Division

campaign.

Bramley’s progress to the Floodlit Trophy Final
began at Wakefield where the home side scored

JULY

5Sun RR WORKINGTON H3.0C

19 Sun RR FINAL

v e n u e , W i d n e s w e r e m a d e o d d s o n f a v o u r i t e s ,

especially as Bramley lost 27-6 in aFirst Division

match at Naughton Park Just nine days before the
final. Because of industrial action, the match was

p layed on aTuesday a f t e rnoon and so t he
a t tendance was reduced w i th on ly 4 ,542 wa tch ing

the match. The teams for that final were as follows:

B 6 S u n L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X A3.00

AUGUST

2Sun WORKINGTON H3.00

16 Sun DONCASTER H3.B0

23 Sun BATLEY A3.15

Widnes: Ray Dut ton ; Denn is O ’Ne i l l , E r ic Hughes ,

Mai Aspey, Dave Macko; Tommy Warburton, Reg
Bowden : B r i an Hogan , Ke i t h E lwe l l , N i ck Ne l son ,

Barry Sher idan, Bobby Blackwood &Doug Laughton.

30 Sun BARROW A3.00

SEPTEMBER

6Sun YORK H3.00

^Seton
—Healthcare Group pic

Al l photographs by k ind permiss ion o f the Oldham Even ing Chron ic le

w h o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w e g r a t e f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e .Best Wishes for the Season
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^ASSISTANCgl

Back Row: Michael Edwards, Chris Eckersley, Brian Quinlan, Nathan Varley, Paul Round,
Graeme Shaw, Keith Atkinson, Craig Biggie, Sean Cooper.

Middle Row: Paddy Kir wan (Coach), Darren Robinson, Graig Barker, Richard Darkes,

Jason Clegg, Martin Maders, Andy Fleming, Afi Leuila, Steve Wanless (Physio),
Mick Coates (Asst. Coach),

Front Row: Michael Prescott, Steven Wilde, Neil Flanagan, John Hough, Ian Sinfield
Aidrian Mead, Joe McNicholas.
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F r o m t h e

Supporters Club
F U T U R E E V E N T S

We are always looking at different ideas for

fund raising so watch this space in the

programmes for details of future events that we
hope you will attend and enjoy. If you have any

fund raising ideas please contact either Alice

(633 6780), Sue (681 3397), Trevor (628
8006) or any other Supporters Club official.
D U T Y F R E E S H O P P I N G

Looking to the future, we are considering the

possibilities of organising aspecial Christmas
Shopping Weekend to either Bruges or Paris,

including atrip to aHypermarket on the
outskirts of Calais on the return Journey. The

trip will include aone night stay on the
continent and aChannel crossing by Le Shuttle.

If you are interested please contact either
Alice (633 6780) or Trevor (628 8006) for
f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

M E M B E R S D R A W

Please remember that afree draw will be held

f o r m e m b e r s o f t h e m a i n b r a n c h o f t h e

Supporters Club attending at any function we

organise, so come along and enjoy yourself,
you may be the lucky member.

MAIN BRANCH

GRAND NATIONAL DRAW

Congratulations to Mrs RTrickett who won the
first prize of £200 in the recent Grand National
Draw. We would like to express our thanks to all

o u r m e m b e r s w h o s o l d t i c k e t s , a n d w e

congratulate all the other winners. Alist of

winning tickets can be obtained from the Club
Shop, from where any unclaimed prizes can be
collected.

RACE NIGHT -23rd April 1998

W e w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k a l l o u r m e m b e r s w h o

attended the race night at St. Annes ARLFC on

the 23rd April and hope that you all had avery

enjoyable evening, and did not lose too much
on the horses.

AWAY TRAVEL

We will be organising coach travel to all away

matches this season, with coaches depart ing

f r o m t h e B l a c k H o r s e p u b l i c h o u s e o n

Ripponden Road, Watersheddings. Seats on the
coaches can be reserved by contacting Joyce

(665 1832) prior to match day.
M e m b e r s o f t h e m a i n b r a n c h o f t h e

Supporters Club receive adiscount on the
above prices.

P l e a s e c o n t a c t J o y c e ( 6 6 5 1 8 3 2 ) f o r

details of the departure time and prices for the

coaches to future away matches.
T h e s e c o a c h e s a r e s c h e d u l e d t o a r r i v e a t

the match w i th in a reasonab le t ime pr io r to

kick-off and depart for home immediately after
the match.

We wi l l a lso be organis ing coaches for

travel to our home matches to be played at

Spotland, Rochdale when Boundary Park is
unavailable.

ROUGHYEAD REWARD

This year the half time draw will be known as
the Roughyead Reward and will again be sold

by the main branch of the Supporters Club. As
in previous years the winner will receive 50% of
the tota l sa les at each match. The winning

n u m b e r w i l l b e d r a w n a t h a l f t i m e a n d t h e

holder of the winning ticket will be presented

with their prize on the pitch.
Please look out for the Roughyead Reward

team at today’s match and future fixtures
(including those taking place at Rochdale) and
please buy aticket or two. Remember the more
you purchase, the bigger the prize, the more it
helps Oldham RLFC.

ORLFC SUPPORTERS CLUB-

CHADDERTON BRANCH

Fund Raising!

Chadderton Branch Supporters are holding

aClothes Show at Mr Wrigley’s on Tuesday,

12th May from 7.30pm. M&Splus others.

Everyone Welcome.

We are also holding aSponsored Walk on

Sunday, 14th June from Boundary Park to

Spotland. Anyone interested in taking part

contact Sylvia on 284 5127 after 6.00pm.

There are four pick-up points and you can join

the walk at any of these. We are arranging a

get-together and entertainment after the walk.

Please join us and make it aday to remember.

Please support our Car Boot Sales held

on the first Sunday of each month at “The

Little Cot" Whitley Street, Chadderton. For

further details please ring Sylvia Patterson on

0161 284 5127.

CjE>O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



F r o m T h e

EDITOR
ON Acoup le o f recen t Sundays Ihave

watched Swinton play Hull K.R. and Hornets

v e r s u s W h i t e h a v e n . B o t h p r o d u c e d s o m e
excellent football in wet conditions. There

were of course alot of ex-Oldham players on
s h o w i n b o t h m a t c h e s . F o r S w i n t o n S t e v e

Gartland and the ‘Barrow Boys’ (Tony and

Paul) took the eye, while for Hornets Richard

Pachniuk was absolutely outstanding.
H o w e v e r w h a t s t r u c k m e m o r e t h a n

anything was the attendance at each match.

Hull K.R. arrived at Gigg Lane as undefeated

League leaders, yet acrowd of only around

1,300 saw the game, of whom Iwould guess
a r o u n d 2 0 0 h a d t r a v e l l e d f r o m H u m b e r s i d e .

At Spot land jus t over 700 saw Whi tehaven

Warriors run away with the game in the last

quarter. Iestimate that, again, about 200

fans were from Cumbria. During the game I
counted the crowd behind the posts at the

Sandy Lane end and at no time were there

more than 25 people in the enclosure (plus

between 4and 7stewards). Now the point I

am leading up to is how short sighted was

t he dec is ion to pu t O ldham in the second

d i v i s i o n . O n t h e e v i d e n c e s o f a r a t R o c h d a l e

on New Year’s Day, at the various friendlies,

at Widnes in the Cup, and in the League

g a m e s a t W o r k i n g t o n , B r a m l e y a n d

Doncaster -Oldham have the best away

following of any club outside Super League.

What this means to me -and it is my opinion
not that o f the c lub i tse l f - is that the firs t

division clubs have thrown away potentially

their best gate of the season, astrange

situation when every club needs all the

money it can get.

And what all this leads up to is to put on

record how fantastic Oldham’s supporters

are. The loyalty, enthusiasm and noise
generated by the fans is brilliant, so much so

that acasual observer would Judge Oldham
t o b e t h e h o m e t e a m r a t h e r t h a n t h e v i s i t o r s

at many of their fixtures. There is no doubt

that vociferous support and asea of red and

white helps to lift the players. Just as the

commitment of the directors and players and
1 0 0 % e f f o r t o n t h e fi e l d s u s t a i n s t h e f a n s .

Long may it continue. But let’s keep our feet

on the ground as the Bramley result -and
w a s n ’ t t h a t t h e b e s t t e a m e v e r t o t u r n o u t i n

the name of that club?, amply demonstrates.

The season will be difficult and competitive

b u t i f d e d i c a t i o n a n d s h e e r b l o o d y

m i n d e d n e s s e v e r r e a p e d a r e w a r d t h e n

Paddy Kirwan and his players and the whole

Rugby fraternity of Oldham will deserve to
celebrate at the end of it.

TALKING POINT

THE RULES of the game constantly change

and in many respects the reason why Rugby
League has su rv i ved and expanded i s i t ’s

willingness to change with the times. But are

all the changes advantageous?
B a c k i n t h e s i x t i e s R . L . i n t r o d u c e d t h e 4

tackle rule, an experiment doomed to failure

and subsequently abandoned. Leaving aside

the debate as to whether 6tackles is any
b e t t e r , t h e r e i s o n e c u r r e n t r u l e w h i c h

CS) O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B
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EDITOR Continued

go undetected or are awarded when the pass

is in fact legitimate. Spectators find this

totally frustrating. Secondly, Iwould contend,

the wide open spaces have killed off the ball

playing loose forward or prop. Think of Terry

Flanagan or Harry Pinner, Steve Norton or

Mick Morgan or, from different eras, Johnny

Whiteiey or Ken Traiii, the kind of players
who could take aball up and slip apass

round the body of awould-be tackier.

Now Iam not saying modern players are

totally devoid of this skill, but the consistent

ability of the players named to create breaks

for thei r support p layers has defini te ly
d e c l i n e d . O r a m I a l o n e I n t h i s v i e w ?

constantly frustrates me, the ten metre rule

at play the ball.

N o w I k n o w I a m l i k e l y t o b e s w i m m i n g

against the tide here, because the rule is
clearly aimed at producing amore open,

flowing game of football. No doubt some
people like to see end to end football, but

stick-in-the-muds like me still believe yardage

should be earned not handed to players on a

plate. And where the outcome of fast open

play is ascoreline of 60-48, that’s too much
l ike abasketball score for my liking.

Furthermore, let me point out two major

disadvantages of the ten metre rule. Firstly it

puts referees up to 20 metres away from the

team in possession. Result: forward passes

OLDHAM

ROUGHYEDS

®ENJOy>ai, ~

and

El

O l d h a m R o u g h y e d s a r e p r o u d t o a n n o u n c e

T H E I R N e w W e e k l y L o t t e r y

Sat6Ctd<ze(,
99tt

J o i n O l d h a m ’ s m o s t e x c i t i n g L o t t e r y a n d h e l p s u p p o r t

Y O U R t o w n ’ s n e w R u g b y L e a g u e C l u b !

F o r m o r e d e t a i l s p h o n e S c o t t o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Agents also required
(Excellent commission and other benefits)
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From the Pen of ...

Michael Turner
Welcome to

t

TODAY we welcome Bramley for what is

our first home game of the season

following the postponement of the

match against Lancashire Lynx.

T h e fi r s t e n c o u n t e r b e t w e e n t h e

“Roughyeds” and the “Villagers” was on

the 9th of March 1901, in asecond

round Challenge Cup tie away at the old

Barley Mow ground. This was when the

g a m e w a s s t i l l 1 5 - a - s i d e . O l d h a m

emerged victorious after atight battle by

1 0 p o i n t s t o 7 . T h e O l d h a m s c o r e r s

were atry each for Tom Fletcher and Viv

Huzzey who also kicked agoal, as did

Joe Ferguson.

Included in the Bramley team were

two p layers who would eventua l ly
become well known to the Oldham

s u p p o r t e r s . F i r s t t h e r e w a s t h e

l e g e n d a r y C u m b r i a n J i m L o m a s , w h o

later in the year became the first player

to be transferred for athree figure sum

w h e n S a l f o r d p a i d £ 1 0 0 f o r h i s

services. Ten years on and Jim would

again be the subject of arecord transfer

f e e w h e n O l d h a m f o r k e d o u t £ 3 0 0 t o

bring him to Watersheddings. Fie had by

t h i s t i m e a s s u r e d h i s p l a c e i n t h e

history of the game by being captain of

the first tour ing team to Austra l ia and

New Zealand in 1910. Also in the team

was F lar ry Topham who so impressed

the Oldham officials that he was signed
f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g s e a s o n . A r o b u s t

forward, Flarry went on to play in 231

senior games for the club and scored 33

tries in the process.

A f t e r t h e fi r s t m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e

s i d e s i t w o u l d b e t h i r t y y e a r s u n t i l

Former Bramley, Salford and Oldham legend,
J I M L O M A S

Bramley paid their first visit to Oldham.

This was in aleague match on October

2 4 t h 1 9 3 1 w h e n a h o m e v i c t o r y w a s

reco rded by the sco re 33 -4 . Tommy

Rees landed six goals to compliment the

seven t r ies scored by C l i f f Mi l l s , Les

Lewis, Joe Floughton and two each for

Fred Ashworth and the evergreen Sid Rix

who was playing in his last season for
the Club.

Over the years Oldham have had by

far the better share of the spoils against

today’s Yorkshire rivals. Flowever, Irecall

on my one and on l y v i s i t t o t he o l d

B a r l e y M o w g r o u n d , i n t h e s e c o n d

d iv i s ion 1963 /64 season , B ramley cu t

the eventual Champions down to size by

i n fl i c t i n g o n t h e m t h e i r fi r s t l e a g u e

de fea t , by n ine po in t s t o n i l , on the

bitterly cold afternoon of December 7th,

1963.

CUD O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B
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IVILSONS TROPHIES
Ttl  ̂ offlMsl

Nil sUfibMer
1 9 1 L E E S R D . O L D H A M

LANCS, OL4 ILS

EAX: (0161) 628 6058

c-mail: Trophics@dial.pipex.com

ta t(iB

Ruaby NaaHB

FREEPHONE 0800 146 933
YES●TROPHY DI9C0UNTS

● F R E E C O M P U T E R I S E D E N G R A V I N G

●MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS

●TOP QUALITY AWARDS

● G L A S S A W A R D S

● F R E E C ATA L O G U E W I T H P R I C E S

● R U G B Y C L U B S P E C I A L I S T S

● S P E C I A L O F F E R S & P R O M O T I O N S

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

For all your Trophy, Award and Preaeniation Requirements

:purchased !orm Wilsons Trophies. EtchingFree engraving only applies when trophies

on glass Is extra. Oyou require your club motff and lettering please ring lor aquote ITII
Enaravina. and ala^ Etching. Is completed

^r&n^e^

Saddleworth

S p o r t s & U n i f o r m

One Stop Shopping for all your

sporting needs at your friendly
family shop

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5.30pm ●Saturday
9.30am to 5.30pm

W e w i l l r e s e r v e a n y i t e m o n

PAYMENT OF ASMALL DEPOSIT

9 3 C h e w Va l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire OL3 7JJ

Tel . 01457 872515

Proprietors: Geoff &Marjorie Cooke

P a r k i n g a t t h e D o o r ■Visa ■A c c e s s ■Switch ■Amex
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Oldham

Evening

Chronicle

if you^re not

satisfied with your

hank  ̂ convert

The Royal Bank
TliC of Scotland

For the best coverage
of al l local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d

v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every
Wednesday night.

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office; 36 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

MONARCH

METALS

Locally

Manufactured

Radial Fit Coupling

B o l t s F o r M a r i n e

AND Power

Industries

Worldwide

Buyers of Industr ia l Cable,

Sw i t chgea r, Mo to rs and
N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s

A l s o W o r k s C l e a r a n c e s

Unit 17 Monarch Mill

Jones Street, Royton
Oldham OL2 5AH

Tel /Fax 0161 665 1819

Uncouth Road

Firgrove, Milnrow
Rochdale OL16 3DD

Tel 01706 638842

Fax 01706 647494
Pilgrim International Ltd.

Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB
Tel : 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945Proprietors: Paul Neville, Alan Watson
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George Worthington

Later, about 1937, Baseball took place on

the ground and the ‘Oldham Greyhounds’
t eam, i nc lud ing agood number o f t he

Rugby Players, joined the National
League.

MY D OOR MAT i s 2 6 0 m i l e s f r o m O l d h a m,

yet every Tuesday the postman drops a

package on it containing every \«ord on

Oldham Rugby which appeared in the

Chronicle the previous week.

H a v i n g s u p p o r t e d O l d h a m s i n c e

1919/20 you will understand why Iam so

keen to keep up to date with news of the

Club. My family connections go back even

further as my grandfather was amember

in the days when Oldham played on the

old Pot Market in Glodwick, roughly where

Gordon Avenue is now. He and my father

had seats in the old ‘E’ stand (oh blessed

memory! ) a t Watersheddings and they
used to l i f t me over the turnst i le so that I

could sit with them.

One of my earliest recollections is of

taking anote to Hathershaw Infants
School asking to be let out early so that

my grandfather could take me on the tram
t o w a t c h a m i d w e e k m a t c h .

On Saturdays my father and Iwould
w a l k f r o m H a t h e r s h a w o v e r G l o d w i c k ,

through Greenacres Cemetery, down the
s teps and up Sharp ies Ha l l S t ree t to

Watersheddings to watch either the first
t e a m o r t h e ‘ A’ t e a m. A f t e r t h e ma tch w e

would walk home again. Then, on the

Sunday morning, my grandfather would
c o m e r o u n d f o r a n i n q u e s t o n t h e

previous day’s game.

In the slump of the ‘20s ‘E’ stand
became un-affordable, so we transferred

to ‘A’ stand near the Pavilion. Here you
c o u l d s l i d e b a c k t h e s h u t t e r s t o w a t c h

Oldham Cr icket C lub. When Mr Pol lard , an

ex-Mayor, gave the l and fo r the new

C r i c k e t C l u b g r o u n d - t h e P o l l a r d s -

Greyhounds came to Watersheddings.

My first away game was at Batley in
the mid 20’s. We boarded achar-a-banc

at Paragon Garage on King Street (where
Halfords is now) and went over the tops

via Nont Sarah’s. The match, acup-tie,

was played in asnow storm. One Batley
p layer, ca l led Mulvany, was ab i t o f a
h a n d f u l f o r O l d h a m ’ s h a l f b a c k s u n t i l

Albert Brough, Oldham’s England loose

forward ‘attended’ to him. Apparently,

according to my close friend Fred Humble
who died in 1995 at the age of 90,

Brough always ‘attended’ to any player
who tried roughing-up an Oldham half¬
back.

On the return Journey we stopped at
N o n t S a r a h ’ s t o c e l e b r a t e O l d h a m ’ s

victory with aHam and E^ Tea. Ican still
remember the hams hanging from the pub
beams!

T h e t w e n t i e s w a s a g r e a t e r a f o r

Oldham with great players like Ernie
Knapman, who kept the Grapes at Hey,

Bob Sloman, Landlord of the Globe on

Huddersfield Road (both, incidentally from

Torquay), Sid Rix, Reg Farrar, Jack Scaife,
Jack Read, Fred Ashworth, Joe Corsi, Billy
Hall etc.

One of my most abiding memories of
t h i s e r a w a s w h e n O l d h a m p l a y e d
A u s t r a l i a . T h e r e w a s a m a s s i v e c r o w d a n d

e v e n M i n d e r ’ s H i l l f r o m w h i c h

impecunious cotton workers could watch
for free, was packed. (Minder’s Hill was

Continued on Page 26

GARFORTH GLASS, MIRROR AND
PICTURE FRAMING CENTRE

Springhead, Oldham

Tel . 0161 624 7495

Good Luck to the Roughyeds

Tota l F i tness
Cromford Street, Oldham

Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1998

to the Roughyeds
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George Worthington

i;

Continued from Page 25

behind the posts at the Watersheddings
e n d b e f o r e t h e s t a n d w a s e r e c t e d i n

1958). Anyway iwas jammed in the penny
rush at the Waterhead end where we were

d e i i g h t e d b y a J a c k O s t e r t r y a f t e r 5

minutes (though we iost in the end). Since

then ihave been peed on from agreat
height many times, though never quite so

iiteraiiy as that day, for so tightiy packed
was t he c rowd above us t ha t peop ie

reiieved their biadders where they stood,
i ’ m a f r a i d o u r c r i e s o f ‘ s h a k e i t a b o u t a

bit!’ were of no avaii.

in the thirties, despite having good
ioose forwards iike Ted Sadier, Emiyn
Watkins and Norman Pugh, Oidham first

deveioped the habit of iosing Chaiienge
Cup semi-finais. in 1934 at Swinton.

W i d n e s h a i f - b a c k To m m y M c C u e w a s

awarded atry after kicking through even
t hough Tommy Rees touched the ba i l

down before the Widnes man. Even Harry
Sunderland, the Great Rugby league
Journalist, said on the radio that Oldham
were robbed. Since then Ihave seen

Oldham bea ten i n seven semi -fina l s .

Shortly after this Oldham signed one
o f t h e i r b e s t e v e r s e r v a n t s f r o m C r o s s

Keys. Original ly ahalf-back and later a

loose forward this was Alec Giwons, God
b l e s s h i m !

Early in the war Iwas stationed with
t h e R A F a t D o n c a s t e r a n d w e l l r e m e m b e r

cycling to Wakefield to watch Oldham. A

posting to the Middle East, however, put

paid to that.

My memor ies of the fi f t ies wi l l be

common to many other Oldham fans, but

u n t i l D o n Y a t e s m e n t i o n e d i t i n t h e

Lancashire Lynx programme, Ithought I

was the only person to remember Oldham

beating Wigan on fourteen consecutive
occasions.

However Ihave acouple of memories
o t h e r s w o n ’ t k n o w a b o u t . F o r a b o u t 2 0

years Iwas chairman of Oldham Schools

RL and one day we played acurtain-raiser

at Warrington before an Oldham vLeigh

Lancashire Cup Final. Peter Marner played

that day -his father, Sam, had played for

Oldham pre-war. Anyway after the match
F r e d H u m b l e a n d I w e n t f o r a d r i n k . W e

got talking to some Leigh fans and said

h o w w e l l N o r m a n H a r r i s ( l e s t y n ’ s

grandfather) had played. As we had Just

t rans fe r red Har r i s to Le igh they were

greatly amused and informed us that the

player we had taken in part-exchange was

areal ‘duck egg’. That player went on to

prove them wrong many times over -the

g rea t ‘Dan ’ Da ley. Sho r t l y a f t e rwa rds

O l d h a m p u t fi f t y p o i n t s o n W i g a n a t

Central Park and Daley waltzed round Jack

C u n l i f f e a s t h o u g h h e w a s n ’ t t h e r e .

‘ C y c l o n e h i t s C e n t r a l P a r k ’ w a s t h e

headline in the Wigan press. On another

occasion Wigan, in the Lancashire Cup

Final tried to mark Daley with Billy Boston
bu t abandoned the move a f t e r 20 m inu tes

because Boston couldn’t cope.

Since then Ihave watched Rugby
League i n many s t range p laces f r om

Penzance to Maidstone, and from

Nottingham to Brisbane. I’ve even seen

Oldham play at Fulham, Chiswick and

Crystal Palace though not yet at Wembley,
so come on Oldham and make an old man

happy!

CAPESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Oldham Tel 0161 627 1006

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F C
Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 1998 Li t t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA

I
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N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t W o r k S e r v i c e s t o t h e Wa t e r I n d u s t r y

V o l u m e W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n S e r v i c e

W a t e r M e t e r A n c i l l a r y D e v i c e s a n d R e m o t e R e a d i n g

W a t e r B u d g e t P a y m e n t S y s t e m s

N e w W a t e r S u p p l i e s a n d L e a d R e p l a c e m e n t S e r v i c e s

For these and o ther serv ices , con tac t :

New Earth House ■159 Huddersfield Road ●Oldham OLI 3PA

Telephone: 0161 678 6354 ●Facsimile: 0161 628 5197
e-mail chrisjay@newearth.u-net.com Website http://www.business.u-net.com/-newearth

Country Oven (mic) Ltd,
Wholesale Bakers

Beech House, Wrigley Street, Oldham, Lancs 0L4 IHW

Tel . 0161 652 2376 ●Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

STEEL TRADING LTD

Stee l Pa rce l s a t Trade P r i ces

Tel. 01925 231123 ● F a x . 0 1 9 2 5 6 5 7 7 6 5

Unit 2/3 ●Warrington Central Trading Estate ■Bewsy Road ●Warrington WA2 7LP
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Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleep



Don Yates'

Here &
won 26-10 at St. Annes.

I t h a s b e e n a t r o u b l e d s e a s o n f o r

Higginshaw who face relegation from the
Premier Division of the North West Counties

League and, as aresult, will be looking for
s o m e c o n s o l a t i o n f r o m t h e S t a n d a r d C u p .

They do have the players capable of causing
what would be something of an upset. Fast

and elusive winger Des Ashton scored four

t r ies when Higg inshaw beat Midd le ton

Rhinos 4C-2 in the quarter-finals and he

grabbed another in the 16-6 semi-final victory

over Hollinwood. Higginshaw’s other stars,

back-row forward Simon Howe (two tries)

and ful l-back/stand-off Nigel Lyons (two

goals) were the other two semi-final scorers.
St. Annes will field aside brimming with

talent and also brimming with confidence

after another season mixing it with the big

boys at the top of the National Conference

League. Uncharacteristic and frustrating

league defeats have resulted in Saints

slipping down into third position in the

Premier League table, in itself no mean feat,

whilst the Challenge Cup and National Cup

draws saw Saints having to travel over to
Wools ton Rovers who have not los t ahome

THE heavy rain which washed out the

Roughyeds’ opening league match of the
new era also caused the postponement of

the local amateur league’s showpiece event,

the Standard Cup Final. This match has now

been re-arranged and will be played here at

Boundary Park next Friday evening, 8th May,
kick-off 7.3Cpm. The finalists are both

from just over Oldham Edge, neighbours

Higginshaw and St.Annes.

Along with Saddleworth Rangers, these
clubs have dominated both th is compet i t ion

a n d i n d e e d t h e O l d h a m a m a t e u r s c e n e e v e r

s ince the war. Rangers have won the

Standard Cup arecord 14 t imes from a
record number of final appearances, twenty-

six. Higginshaw and St. Annes have both

lifted the trophy 13 times with Higginshaw

having appeared in 23 finals and St. Annes

twenty. Either one or both of the Conference

League giants, St. Annes and Saddleworth,
have appeared in eleven of the last twelve

fina l s and , i n f ac t , me t each o the r i n five

consecut ive fina ls between 1987 and 1991.

However, it is Higginshaw who hold the

record of eight consecutive Standard Cup

Final appearances. Between 1929 and

1933 they won the trophy five times, beating
C h l o r i d e R e e s o f S w i n t o n , S a l e m H o r n e t s

twice, Saddleworth Rangers and Strinsdale.

They then appeared in the next three finals

but ended up on the losing side in those
three which were won by Saddleworth

R a n g e r s a n d G r e e n a c r e s t w i c e . I t i s
surprising that from their combined total of

42 cup finals. Saints and Higginshaw have

only met in one previous Standard Cup Final.
That was in 1977 when St. Annes won 3C-C.

The l as t occas ion tha t t hese c lubs me t i n

the competition was at the first round stage

two years ago. On that occasion Higginshaw

game all season. But Saints have looked

particularly impressive in the Standard Cup

and especiai ly in the semi-final against

Waterhead up at Saddleworth. They gave a

tremendous display that evening when they

swept Waterhead aside to lead 24-0 early in

the second-half before coasting to a

victory.

24-6

That display probably makes Saints

favourites on Friday but do not write off

Higginshaw. Anything can happen in afinal

and what afinal is in prospect at Boundary

Park next Friday. Be there!

S p e e d y H i r e C e n t r e s

( N o r t h e r n ) L t d .
O l d h a m D e p o t

Tel 0161 626 8111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the Season

A'evin /Tershaw Associates

Commercial, Criminal &Private Investigations

Tel 0161 343 6510

Best wishes to the Oldham RLFC team for

the Season -Gain promotion!

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Roughyeds

Notice Board
PLAYER KIT SPONSORSHIP

Why not sponsor your favourite player?

Full Kit for the season £200,

B o o t s £ 5 0

S h i r t s £ 5 0 ,

S o c k s £ 2 0

Tr a c k s u i t s £ 4 5 ,

S h o r t s £ 2 5 ,

Training Kit £40

All sponsorship will be acknowledged in

the programme.

OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

A R E A V A I L A B L E :

Match Sponsorship, Associate Match

Sponsorship, Matchball Sponsorship, Man

of the Match Sponsorship, Roughyeds

M a t c h D a y C l u b + P r o g r a m m e a n d

Electronic Scoreboard Advertising.

D e t a i l s f r o m t h e C l u b O f fi c e s :

0161 628 3677

P R O G R A M M E S B Y M A I L O R D E R

Collect Programmes?

Relative/friends/living out of the area?

W h y n o t b o o k a f u l l s e a s o n ’s L e a g u e

match programmes for despatch to your

n o m i n a t e d a d d r e s s ? C o s t £ 1 8 f o r t h e

season inclusive of P&P.

F o r d e t a i l s c a l l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

If you have any comments on any aspect

of OLDHAM RLFC (1997) please contact

t h e E d i t o r a t : -

93, Chew Valley Road, Greenfield,

O l d h a m 0 L 3 7 J J

Phone/Fax; 01457 872515

Congratulations to Ian &Rebecca Spence on their marriage

Welcome home from family and friends

Mr Wrigleys ‘Penny Rush’ Bar
Every Tuesday Night -‘Roughyeds Night’

View on the ‘Big Screen’: The previous weekend’s Roughyeds Game!

Commences 8.00pm Prompt

H e l p R a i s e F u n d s f o r t h e C l u b !

167 Union Street (opposite the Evening Chronicle Offices)
Tel . 0161 627 3999

Adesignated Roughyeds Players &Supporters Area! -(John Smiths Smooth fl.20 Pint!)

On Thursday, 9th July, the Club will be holding a

Fund-Raising Golf Tournament
at Oldham Golf Club.

It will be a4-Ball Betterball -Stableford competition with a2.30pm Shotgun Start.
Entry will be £200 for ateam of 4or £110 for ateam of 2.

Included will be Lunch on arrival, a5-course Evening Dinner and obviously prizes galore!

For tickets or enquiries please ring

any Club Official on 0161 628 3677
Brian Walker on 0145787 5084 or

Chris Roberts (Oldham Golf Club Captain) on 0161 633 5399

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B 4



Taking Oldham
forward

■rTiR s

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

is the driving force behind the continued

regeneration and revitalisation of the

Borough.

Counci l endeavour has enabled Oldham

to become acentre of real opportunity

within the North West region.

It has made possible anew and still

expanding Town Centre, 14 new schools

in as many years, Oldham Sixth Form

College, amulti-million pound

programme of building and

environmental regeneration, thriving and

growing development sites and much,

much more.
>

The Council values its role in serving

the local community -and in taking

O l d h a m f o r w a r d .

O L D H A M □DDD
Enquiries on 0161 911 4708

Metropolitan Borough D



T o d a y ’ s S p o n s o r s OLDHAM

ly KirwanMatch
Steven WILDE

Reddish Demolition■ 2Chris eckersley
3 A fi L E U I L A

Associate Match

Broadham Plant Hire

Neil Gibbison

Dental Surgeon

Man of the Match

Gap Steel Trading Ltd

Neil Flannagan Sponsored By

New Earth Water

Services Ltd

4Sean COOPER

5Richard DARKES

6Craig BARKER
17Neii FLANAGAN

8Martin MADERS

9John HOUGH
10 Michael EDWARDS

11 Ian SINFIELD

l2NathanVARLEY

1 3 M i c k M A R T I N D A L E

14 Darren ROBINSON 16 Jason CLEGG
15 Paul ROUND 17 Graeme SHAW

T o d a y ’ s O f fi c i a l s BRAMLEV

Today’s Referee

Mr ian McGregor
IAndy POYNTER

2Nicky RENDER
3Neil KITE

4Dan POTTER

5Richard STEAD

6David GIBBONS

7David PITTS

8Ryan McDONALDSPONSORED BY:

9Steven PICKLES

10 Richard TIFFANYCooperalJvo Insurance

4
&

11 Glen FREEMANMizuno
12 Wayne FREEMAN

Touch  Judges g13 Micky HORNER
1̂4 Simon MIDDLETON 16 Chris SMITHM r P a u l G r i m s h a w

M r S t e v e L a w r e n c e
1 5 M a r k G I B S O N 17 Lee DENHAM

Matchball Sponsor

O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e


